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Abt.  I.— bites  op  poisonous  snakes,  and  REMBDIES.' 

(hMi  Dr.  rmrnt"  tM—  i-  GMH  al  ran  wU  af^H  ABuonariMa-} 

The  flamoo,  ot  jegon,  which  is  fouad  id  ih«  proTiDce  of  Huaunco,  and  i* 
called  ID  Mannas,  afauaida,  and  io  the  Brazili,  iieurucD,  appeata,  io  some 
incoDBJderable  poiols,  lo  differ  from  ibe  Braziliaa  species,  and  was  described 
ij  me  on  the  tpot— (See  Frorieps'a  "Nolizen  aut  dei  Naiur  and  Heil- 
konde,"  Oct.  1831.)  It  is  teen  from  two  to  seven  feel  long;  (he  bodjr  » 
fist,  and  towards  the  tail  uoproportioDably  thick,  ibe  tail  itself  appearing 
Tcrv  short,  and  a»  if  it  were  brokeo.  The  heari-sliaped  head  about  three 
ioelies  hroad  in  fnll  ^owd  BDiDialSiaiid  its  extraordiDRrv  ibiii  neck,  indicate 
«l  the  first  glance  m  poisoaous  oaiare,  although  soakea  exist,  which  are 
ter;  daogetous, and  do  not  possess  these  ex teroal  characters.  Their  hideous 
appearance  does  not  howeyer  prevent  the  Brazilian  Indians  from  eating  both 
the  sacurucu  and  the  jararaca  (  Trigonoeephtdua  Jtaveicena,  Cuiv.) ;  and 
one  sees  with  astonishment  these  frightful  aaimala  biought  out  of  the  woods 
of  Ega  and  Coaci  for  the  purposes  oT  food.  His  brown  fellow  colour  and 
rougK  black  oblique  bands,  give  ibe  flamou  a  great  resemblance  to  the  soil, 
and  to  the  decayed  leaves  of  the  thick  forests  in  whose  darkest  spots  he  loves 
to  conceal  himself,  and  thus  increases  his  dangerousness.  They  vary  in 
colour  and  size  in  diflerent  dislricis.  Forluoately  ibey  are  no  where  very 
JVequent,  and  the  first  and  only  living  iadividnal  that  I  encountered,  in  mjr 
daifjr  excursions  ibrough  the  Inickest  woods  about  Pampayaco,  brought  mjr 
life  into  [he  greatest  danger. 

The  Indians  are  universally  of  opinion,  that  ibe  greater  number  of  anabes 


•leep  through  the  drr  season  of  the  yeai,  and  only  become  visible  after  ike 
commencemeot  of  the  rain,  but  that  then  their  poison  is  doubly  dangerous. 
The  flamoa  never  avoids  a  foot  passengeT,  bui  rather  awails  whatever  a|>- 
proBcbeSj  confiding  in  bis  fearful  weapons,  and  winding  himself  together 
into  a  spiral,  after  the  mannei  of  the  rattlesnake,  out  of  the  centre  of  which 
Ibe  luij^ing  head  is  projected  forlh.  Without  being  trod  npon,  or  in  any 
way  injured,  the  malicious  creature  strikes  at  the  fool  of  the  iucantious 
traveller,  or  of  cows,  mules,  onnces,  A«.,  and  produces  a  wound,  wbich-al- 
tboDgb  it  eannol  be  considered  absolutely  fatal,  jet''frei)uenlly  costs  the  life 
of  those  attacked.  The  flamon  is  never  seen  otherwise  than  lying  indo- 
leoily,  and  in  all  probability. he  seizes  the  smaller  mammalia  and  amphibia, 
ID  tbe  same  way  as  the  rsillesoake  and  great  boa  (yacumamau)  of  Mayoaa, 
that  is  by  means  of  a  kind  of  fascinatioo,  which  is  produced  by  his  unmoved 
gazing  DDon  them,  which  apparently  deprives  them  of  their  senses,  and  pre- 
Teots  Toluaurjr  flight.  The  Indiana  of  Maynas  even  believe  that  huntera 
tbemselvet  may  be  thus  fascinated,  unless  some  one  neat  by  passes  a  rod 
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between  ih«  individual  sod  th«  senieat,  and  thoa  iDterrapta  tbe  aitractiog 
stream  nhicb  thejr  aitppote  to  exist  m twee d  the  two.  In  in*  United  Stntei 
allenoptt  have  been  recently  made,  to  vindicate  the  fact  of  the  eiitlence  of 
thia  fascinalion  of  smalt  animals.  I  have  myself  obietved  something  of  ibe 
name  kiod.  I  saw  a  great  lurking  snake,  after  more  than  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  seen  re  a  frog  which  had  been  rendered  powerless  and  incapable  of 
flight  during  that  time,  and  at  last  in  a  kind  of  despair  attempted  to  make  a 
spring  in  the  direelioa  of  the  snake,  which  cost  him  bis  life. 

The  treatment  of  the  biles  of  snakes  by  the  natives  is  verr  various  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  counlry.  Tbey  brought  me  water  in  which  the  root  of  a 
large  cypress  bad  been  squeezed,  and  amongst  the  Peruvians  great  confi- 
dence is  placed  in  an  abominable  mixture  (eicrementa  bnmana  aqua  aoluta 
?ti3  polQ  largiter  hauriendo,  nee.  non  pro  rulneris  eataplasmale  adhibenlur.) 
''Ac  excision  and  cauUrizalion  of  (he  wound  immedialelj/  employed  it 
undoubtedly  the  tafeetplatu 

In  the  Alleghaniea  of  Pennsylvania  I  know  a  hunter,  who  had  twice  in 
bis  life  been  delivered  by  this  means;  having  after  the  bite  of  a  rattlesnake, 
with  true  Indian  hardihood  cut  out  tbe  fleshy  part  in  the  form  of  a  bole,  and 
Glling  it  several  times  with  gnnpowder,  sunered  it  to  be  fired.  J^round 
Cucbero  much  Is  thought  of  the  external  and  internal  use  of  tuberosa  {Mar- 
gverilru,  PolianlAe*  luberota.  L,.),  which,  perhaps  on  this  account  is  gene- 
rally planted.  The  most  active  means,  however,  is  tbe  guaco,  a  twining 
filani,  which  Is  rerjr  abundant  in  MayoaSj  and  is  grown  on  the  skirls  of 
itlle  plantations,  taking  the  place  of  the  twining  llanus  of  suck  places,  and 
agrees  accurately  with  mikania  guaco.  It  is  easily  known  by  the  lar^ 
indigo-blue  spois  that  mark  the  under  surface  of. its  rough  leaves.  This 
spotted  character  is  presented  br  many  similarly  employed  plants,  as  tbe 
blue-black  spotted  stalks  of  catfadium  helleborifolium;  and  in  the  heart- 
shaped  leaves,  with  a  dark  blood-red  under  surface,  of  an  aristolocbla,  May- 
nas.  Whether  the  knowledge  of  tbe  curative  powers  of  the  euaco  was  first 
brought  from  Q.uito  to  Heralagia  by  the  missionaries,  or  wheiber  the  Indians 
bave  known  this  plant  of  old,  is  unceriab  ;  the  last  meriiorlons  Intendenie 
■nililar  of  Maynas,  Requena,  sought  to  extend  it  generally.  The  employ- 
ment is  very  simple,  the  wound  is  somewhat  extended,  and  the  fresh-pressed 
juice  la  dropped  into  it,  the  sorrounding  parts  are  repeatedly  covered  with 
the  pressed  leaves,  and  the  jnice  is  also  taken  by  tbe  mouth.  The  tincture 
made  with  common  brandy  is  also  much  celebrated  and  recommended  to 
iravellera  as  a  secure  and  easily  carried  means  of  cure.  In  Quayaquil  little 
cakes  are  formed  out  of  the  fresh-bruised  plants,  which  when  dried  In  tbe 
sun  retain  their  activity  for  a  long  time.  The  effect  of  the  guaco  is  not  in 
all  cases  alike  quick  and  decided,  but  observations  on  bitten  persons,  both  in 
Maranon  and  Ega,  prove  that  alter  twenty-four  hours'  use  the  swelling  had 
ceased,  the  pain  vanished,  and,  with  tbe  exception  of  lillle  ulcers,  the  cure 
bad  been  eflected.  In  Ynlmaguas,  and  especially  around  Muniches,  ever^ 
year  several  persons  are  bitten  by  anakes,  but  the  guaco  had  acted  so  effi- 
ciently, that,  in  the  memory  of  men  only  two  children  were  known  to  have 
died  Irom  such  wounds.  Only  against  one  kind  of  snake  is  Ibis  vemedy 
said  to  be  useless,  the  uuuca  macoacaya,  which  is  of  a  lively  green  colour, 
and  about  three  feet  long. 

Tbe  guaco,  of  Coloraoia,  judging  from  some  leaves  that  were  brought  by 
merchants  to  Nasso,  coming  down  from  Moyobambs,  is  entirely  the  same 
B8  that  of  Yuimaguas,  Pebas,  and  Ega.  Both  as  a  remedy  and  a  prophy- 
lactic, it  has  made  a  great  noise  In  Colombia,  and  a  long  essay  of  Dr.  Man. 
Maria  Zuigano  (Gaxeta  dt  Bogota,  1829)  gives  some  valuable  information, 
which,  on  the  supposition  that  they  may  not  be  generally  known,  I  have 
«ven  an  abstract  of.  leaving  oat  those  facts  which  Virey  {Bulletin  dt 
rkarm:  VI.  p.  244)  nas  made  known  and  derived  from  the  tsame  source; — 
"  The  guaco  la  known  and  treasured  in  all  Colombia  aa  an  infallible  remedy, 
and  tba  experiments  of  Dra.  J'  C.  Mniic  and  D.  N.  Mutis,  in  Mariqaiu,  anil 
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Dr.  P.  F.  VargaL  give  farourable  reinlls.  In  the  BDake-iofeileil  Cboco, 
K|>eci«ll)r  around  BDeoaTCDluia,  its  cmptoymeDl  i«  very  old.  In  the  Toresti 
ofMagdalena  and  Caqnoza  ii  hag  been  laiely  iniroduced  by  lb?  zeal  of  the 
prieats.  According  lo  the  report  of  Father  Nielo,  220  nativea  were  bideB 
in  Fomeque.  within  elefen  Tears,  but,  with  the  exception  ot  eight  petcon^ 
the;  were  ail  cored  through  tbe  treatnieDi  of  the  guico,  lemoa-joice,  ana 
aalu.  In  the  parish  of  Ubaque  more  than  300  peisoas  were  bitten  in  four- 
leeo  years,  and,  with  the  exception  of  a  girl,  in  whose  enie  no  remedy  was 
applied,  they  were  all  cured  by  tbe  use  of  the  ^uaco.  D.  Andres  Perez, 
lector  of  Caqueza,  had  preserved  many  of  bis  parishioners  by  mesns  of  tbe 
goaeo,  which  be  bad  employed  externally  and  iDiemally,  in  combination 
with  the  cupping  giasaes  and  ammonia  and  oil.  He  tells  an  aneedole, 
which  souads  raiber  fabulous,  of  the  effects  of  the  guaco  upon  the  snake 
itself.  One  of  ibe  poisonous  kind  having  had  some  of  the  juice  adminis- 
tered lo  it,  fell  inloa  state  of  sin  pe  fact  ion,  and  aflerwards,  in  spile  of  several 
bites,  it  was  no  longer  in  a  coodiiion  to  kill  even  a  little  dog,  as  its  poison 
had  lost  iu  aciirity.  The  inoculation  with  the  use  of  the  gaaco  has  long 
been  used  in  Colombia  as  a  preeervatiTe.  D.  Josemaria  Estefes,  Bishop  M 
Sl  Harto,  subjected  all  Indians  to  this  operation,  (he  consequence  of  which 
was,  that  ibey  losiatl  fear  of  snakes."  In  ibis  account  ibere  is  undoubtedly 
•one  exaggeration,  hut  that  the  plant  possesses  considerable  powers  is  to 
me  certain,  from  the  nuTDerDos  opportunities  I  have  had  of  observing  its 
effects  on  bitten  Indians.  A  new  medicine,  ander  the  name  of  guaco-root, 
was  brought  a  few  years  since  from  Vera  Croi  lo  Hamburgh,  (see  P/aff' 
MiUheU.  and  Gax.  d.  MttL  OUrwf.  «.  Phann.,  1633,  p.  352^  ;  but  ii  Pos- 
sessed no  properties  in  common  with  ibe  mikania  guaco,  and  the  root  of  the 
plaot  is  not  used  by  the  Indiani. 

Besides  the  guaco,  there  is  a  little  plant  with  yellow  blossoms  (berpestet 
eoiabrina,^  which  is  said  lo  be  still  moreBciive.  The  trntbof  this  assertion 
I  have  hail  no  o^rianities  of  eonSming.  At  Lamaa  the  doratania  tubicina, 
R.  Par.,  which  is  very  coqmdod  there,  la  used.  In  Bga  Ibey  employ  aristo- 
lochia  cynanchifolia.  Mart.,  and  tbe  fallen  leaves  of  some  Dokoown  herba- 
ceoDs  plants,  probably  of  a  lesbaina  or  some  of  the  rubiaee*. 

Tbe  sympioms,  after  a  wound  by  a  snake,  are  in  the  highest  degree 
alaiming.  Id  my  own  case  the  pain  commenced  in  the  iogainsl  glands  in 
leas  than  ten  minutes  after  ibe  hiu,  and  wilb  suck  violence  and  so  ruid 


k; 


swelling  thai  tba  fre«  ose  of  the  entire  limb  was  lost.  After  a  quarter  o 
hour,  nausea,  pain  in  the  bead,  dimnesa  of  the  eyes,  and  a  panial  palsy  of 
the  tongue  came  on  ;  and  at  tbe  same  time  an  indescribable  bnraiog  sensn- 
tiun,  apparently  more  in  ibc  course  of  the  honea  than  b<Iwe«D  the  muscle*, 
occurred  in  the  wounded  foot.  In  less  ihsn  half  an  hour  the  fever  had 
reached  a  grest  he.igbi,  the  operation'  was  over,  and  the  repeated  flta  of 
faiuting  were  followed  by  iiupefaciion,  which  probably  gave  lo  the  external 
ohservei  the  appearanca  of  actual  deaih.  During  this  slate,  which  hated 
about  eight  hours,  soma  blood  Sowed  from  tbe  nose,  which  is  considered  by 
the  Indians  a  fatal  sign.  On  awaking,  tba  rending  pain  was  very  sevew, 
but  changed  in  its  character ;  the  leg,  even  up  to  the  hip,  was  swollen  to  a 
frigbiful  size,  perfectly  immovable,  cold,  aix^  on  Ibe  surface  dei inula  of 
feeing,  but  sensible,  even  to  pain,  of  the  slightest  shaking  ;  the  breast  and 
npper  arm  of  (ha  aame  side  were  likewise  swollen.  A  copious  per^iration, 
with  fever  and  beadaeb,  bad  commenced,  consciouineas  was  perfect,  and  a 
criais  was  evidenL  Fomentaiions  of  polientbes  and  uucilagioout  drinks 
were  used,  and  the  wound  was  dressed  by  an  Indian,  with  a  warm  poultice, 

'  Thii  aperation,  which  is  described  in  the  text,  coniialed  in  the  exdnion,  or,  rather, 
fhim  the  want  of  better  hiilraaieDts,  in  the  iMrinj  iwiy  by  ■  iMck-ncedle,  »  portion  of 
the  akin  Bad  inoMle  in  the  miion  of  th«  woaad,  imj  the  aubteqiMnl  »Fpli«aUM>  i*a 
pieoe  Qf  rad-hot  gold,  the  soferatitiao  of  Uia  Paruviina  Mt  slWwlag  Ibem  lo  *pt>T  •••«' 
or  inMi l^NauTQB. 
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made  from  ihe  Irares  of  tobacco  aod  ibe  Bolannm  incaoum,  R.  Par.,  a  beati' 
ttful  tree,  which  in  (he  neishbourhood  grvvr  very  abundantly  ;  but  it  was 
two  weelcs  before  Ibe  swelTing  would  permit  eren  (he  leariog  of  ibe  b«d. 
The  woaod  healed  very  slowly,  and  only  at  last  closed  by  the  coostanl  um, 
for  raaoy  weeks,  of  the  very  asirinf^enl  bark  of  Ihe  macronemum  eorymbo- 
tum,  R.  Par.  The  fever  left  afienhe  esiablishmeDtoftuppDration,  and  the 
peculiar  pain  of  the  poisoniug  disappeared  ai  the  same  time.  No  other 
eODseguence  was  felt  beaidei  a  kind  of  nervous  eensibility,  disagreeable 
eaough,  which  produced  a  shuddering  and  Irvmbling  at  the  alighieat  noise 
dtiriog  an  excataion,  and  induced  i;reat  horror  at  ereo  the  sight  of  a  dead 
anake. 

Whether  ammonia  is  useful  against  the  bites  of  American  snakes  I  do 
not  know;  I  title  confide  nee  is  placed  in  it  in  the  interior  of  America.  Arsenic 
and  corrosiTe  sublimate  are  both  celebrated  in  Peru  and  Colombia.  But 
prevention  is  belter  than  cure,  and  by  an  adequate  clothing  for  the  feel,  and 
other  little  foresights,  presetration  from  the  ordinary  posaiciiliiies  of  nonnd- 
ing  may  be  insured,  as  poisoooas  snakes  in  hot  regions  arc  nothing  near  ao 
frequent  aa  'n  generally  supposed. 
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[This  is  an  additional  instance  to  the  many  we  already  possess  of  the 
olility  of  the  cold  douche,  aa  a  revellenl,  in'  encephalitis  and  cerebral  ex- 
citement. Dr.  Hester  aacribes  the  disease  to  what  he  considers  improper 
treatment  on  the  part  of  the  physician,  who  preceded  him  in  attendance. 
We  regret  lo  see  this.  Charily  and  correct  professional  elignetie  should 
induce  us  to  be  very  cautious  in  making  these  charges,  especially  as  in  all 
such  cases  good  reasons  could,  we  doubt  not,  be  assigned  for  the  course  an- 
imadTerted  upon.— En.] 

Hnr  Ortnna.  La,,  rtbnarj  3S,  1B4S. 

Dr.  R.  Dungliton,  M,  D. 

Dear  Sir.— I  send  you  the  following  case,  and  should  you  God  it  worthy 
a  place  in  your  Talaabla  Joomal,  you  will  please  insert  ii,  and  oblige,  very 
reapeclfnlly  youra. 

Abnbb  Hesteb,  M.  D. 

On  the  night  of  the  14th  of  Augtisi,  1838,  I  was  requested  to  visit,  at  12 
o'clock,  W.  R.,  ffit.  25,  who  wma  ssid  to  be  dangerously  ill.  I  ascertained 
that  he  had  been  under  the  treatment  of  a  physician  for  several  days,  and  I 
accordingly  desired  the  attending  physician  lo  meet  me  in  consuliation  on 
the  case.  This  he  declined,  asserting  nothing  could  be  done  for  the  pa- 
tient—that  he  must  inevitably  perish,  since  medicines  could  not  arrest  the 
progress  of  his  disease.  Beinu;  earnestly  solicited  by  the  friends  of  Ihe 
sick  man,  I  consented  to  see  Tiim.  Some  days  pievioosly,  afier  fatigue, 
and  exposure  to  a  hot  sun.  he  was  suddenly  seized  with  ao  afleciion  of  the 
chest,  attended  with  congh,  and  some  pain,  on  taking  a  full  inspiraiion.  In 
his  person  be  was  tall ;  muscles  well  developed  i  chest  rather  contracted 
utd  aunken ;  cranium  smalt,  and  indicating  a  feeble  inlellecl.  As  his  phy- 
aiciao  was  opposed  to  blooa-lelling,  he  gave  him  pectorals,  and  anodynes, 
into  which  opium  entered  largely.  Previously,  however,  to  this,  the  patient 
had  been  aerioasly  devoting  hi*  lime  U>  the  study  of  some  new  teligioua 
doctrine. 
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The  iDflnenee  of  teli^oua  imprvMioiu,  Joioed  to  the  treatment,  soon  de- 
tenpiiied  the  excitEment  aod  initatioD  to  liie  brain  end  its  membraDea, 
which  Id  the  course  or  a  few  houra,  eiploded  with  daogeroua  sfinploms. 
Tbia  eoDtinued  to  iocreaae  for  two  days  and  DJgbls,  under  increasing  doaea 
of  opium  and  other  "oerTOas  aedaiivea."  W.  B.  wu  at  this  lime  quite  un- 
manageable, his  countenance  was  ftuahed— his  eyes  injected,  and  rolling  In 
"  liquid  fire" — breathing  Tengeaace  and  threaienings  against  all  who  entered 
hia  chamber.  Ii  was  not  without  great  difficulty  that  I  could  examine  hia 
polae.  This  I  foand  remarkably  full,  and  incompressible — slow  and  creep- 
ing, which,  from  the  agitated  and  eicited  state  of  the  patient's  braio,  created 
some  sui^rise.  Hia  tongue  was  dry  and  coated— skin  hot,  and  free  from  tbe 
least  moisture.  The  primiiive  pectoral  svoptoms  were  entirely  merged  in 
the  encephalic  inflammation.  After  at  least  two  hours  trial  and  delay,  I 
sDceeeded  in  opening  a  large  orifice  in  one  of  the  Teina  of  the  arm.  Th« 
blood  flowed  until  the  pulse  fell  and  the  skin  became  moist.  He  also  grew 
aomewbal  calm. 

_  To  second  the  bleedioe,  I  ordered  stimulating  hot  pediluvia,  and  an  ac- 
tive dose  of  prot.  chlorid.  hydra^.  and  eil.  colocymh.  comp.  wasadminisieied 
in  some  augured  cofiee,  this  being  tbe  only  beverage  he  could  be  induced  to 
tike.  August  15th,  patient  mora  composed,  after  Uie  V.  S.,  pediluria,  an4 
administration  of  the  pntgative. 

Two  or  three  copious  dark  dejecliona  were  procured  by  the  medicine, 
uiisted  by  laiatire  and  stimnlating  tarementa.  Fulae  80,  full  and  aoine- 
what  resisting ;  condition  of  toogne  improTed  a  little.  V.  B.  repeated  ad 
deliqniom  animi.  For  first  lime,  patient  recognised  those  around  bim— an- 
swered a  few  questions.  Much  conreraaiion,  however,  prohibited  in  his 
pretence.  CoDiinae  cathartic  medicines,  in  small,  but  repealed  dosen. 
Ordered  his  bead  shaved,  (it  was  impossible  to  effect  this  before,  owing  to 
the  intractable  disposition  of  the  patient.)  Cold  applications  to  tbe  head, 
light  excluded,  and  every  cause  of  excitement  carefully  guarded  againat. 
Patieot  improving — some  appetite — light  soups— cerebral  symptoms  some- 
what aggravated,  in  consequence  of  patient's  rising  from  bed  to  cbaeiise  hia 
nnne.  Cups  to  occiput.  At  this  lime  pectoral  symptoms  returned,  wilb 
■ome  pain,  and  slight  cough— respiration  hurried.  Blister  to  affected  side- 
expectoration  mucous — pulse  feeble.  In  this  manner  he  gradually  im- 
prored,  but  as  the  cerebral  inflammation  subsided,  (he  pecioral  aSectiOB 
acemed  increased.  This  1,  however,  attempted  to  obviate  by  keeping  up  a 
discbarge  from  the  blistered  surface.  Nothing  occurred  to  impede  the  prt>- 
greas  of  the  cure,  until  the  night  of  the  17ih,  when,  by  mistaVe,  the  nurte 
gave  him  two  or  thiee  large  pottona  of  camphor  mixture,  which  induced 
violent  delirium,  reailessnest,  and  great  agitation.  Pulse  small,  and  frc- 
qoenl — skin  dry — tongue  coated — secretion  from  blister  arrested. 

As  repeated  venesectioos,  cup^  and  active  cathartics,  had  greatly  reduced 
the  powers  of  the  system,  1  could  not  appeal  to  Ibem  the  second  lime,  with- 
out hazard  of  life.  I  therefore,  as  the  last  remedial  agent,  resolved  to  teat 
tfce  efficacy,  in  this  ease,  of  cold  affusious  upon  ibe  bead. 

This  surpassed  my  most  sBngaine  expectations — it  soothed  tbe  feelinn, 
regulated  the  pntse — "  quenched  delirium,"  and  the  patient  became  peaceable, 
'     iiional,  expressing  for  the  first  time  some  gratitude  for  our  kindneaa 
.    A  quiet  sle  '  '  "  ''  ■      ■  -'—      — n-i-       i- 


aod  attention.    A  quiet  sleep  was  brought  on,  after  a  short  time,  which  only 
left  him,  to  give  place  to  convalescence. 

P.  8,     The  above  case  occurred  la  a  Deighbouriag  state. 
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6  AtM«rioan  MtdUal  InteUigrMter. 

Abt.  111.— clinical  lecture  on  internal  uterine  hk- 
horrhaob. 

BY  J.  T.  INGLBST,  H.  D.' 
Fallow  of  lb*  EdjiI  Coltafc  or  nrtielan,  Edlakarih. 

Od  the  present  occasion  I  wUh  to  call  your  aUeolion  to  the  aiibjeel  of 
urerine  beniorrbBge,  in  one  of  its  moKE  peculiar  and  immineallr  dangrerou* 
rorrai — I  mean  bemorrhage  accompaoied  by  a  deiachmeot  of  tbe  placenta, 
together  wiib  an  infillration  of  blood  in  iis  substance,  constituting  what  hw 
been  termed  placentary  apmltxy,  and  ariaing  about  the  close  ofptegnancf. 
It  may  occur  eiiber  independently  of  labour,  or  wbilst  labonr  is  progresaing. 
Tbe  ODB  object  I  bare  in  view  being  to  bave  tbe  mailer  fully  understood  by 
you  all,  I  will  eatei  upon  the  subject  witbooi  further  preface,  sludyii^  only 
plainness  and  clearness  of  description. 

I  have  said  I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  hemorrbage,  accompanied  with 
detachrnent  of  tbe  placenis.  First  of  all,  then,  I  would  bare  you  obaerre. 
that  the  detacbmeni  usually  commences  about  the  centre  of  tbe  mass,  and 
extends  to  every  part  of  it,  the  edge  excepted,  which  tuainiains  its  natutal 
af^siiion  ;  consequently,  a  lar^e  quantity  of  blood  soon  becomes  confined 
between  the  placental  and  uterjne  surfaces.  The  uterine  tumour  at  ihea« 
points  becomes  raised  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  effusion,  iti  rapid  ang- 
mentaiion  constituting  tbe  most  striking  feature  in  tbe  case.  But  it  is  im- 
porlant  to  obserre,  that  the  eflusion  may  commence  any  where  beCaeen  th« 
centre  of  the  placenta  and  Ui  edge,  which  almost  necessarily  becomes  mora 
or  less  detached,  so  that  whilst  a  la^e  coagulum  is  confined,  partl;f  under- 
neath the  placenta  and  partly  exterior  to  the  membranes,  the  liquid  blood 
continues  detaching  tb«  membranes  until  it  reaches  the  vagina:  I  n&re  seen 
both  forms  of  hecDorrbage.  The  first,  or  concealed  form,  from  its  greatei 
liability  to  deceive  tbe  practitioner  than  the  second,  may  be  regarded  as  tbe 
more  daogerons  ease,  although  the  exteat  of  hemorrhage  tn  thu/orm  is  leu 
eonsiderable  than  in  the  other.  I  shall  prCMOtly  stale  a  rematluble  excep- 
tion ;  but  Ibis,  as  a  rule,  is  generally  correct. 

Case, — Mrs.  B.  has  ten  or  eleven  children,  and  was  subjected  lo  nny  pro- 
fewional  notice  when  about  nine  montbA  adranced  io  pregnaiicy.  During 
the  night  of  Friday,  Sept.  S,  a  discharge  of  blood,  both  clotted  and  Uuid, 
(tcourred  several  limes;  and  at  three  o'clock,  oa  Saluiday  morning,  my 
friend  Mr.  Rice  tras  called  to  see  her.    Although  she  had  reached  the  full 

Eriod  of  pregnancy,  bo  pain  took  place  until  sobseqaently  to  the  attack  of 
moTihage,  and  Ibe  degree  of  pain  which  then  arose  was  inconsiderable. 
The  amount  of  hemorrhage  was  Irifting,  three  napkins  only  having  been 
stained,  but  tbe  depression  of  the  general  system  had  progressively  ia- 
9eased,  and  was  at  that  lime  most  alarmiag.  On  examining  the  uterine 
tumour,  Mr,  Rice's  atttmiion  was  immediately  directed  to  a  very  marked 
singularity  in  its  shape,  tbe  sbaiw  being  exceedingly  pointed,  having  ilt 
long  diametei  in  the  a ntero- posterior  direction.  I  accompanied  Mi.  Rice  to 
tbe  patient  at  eight  o'clock,  a.  m.  There  was  great  proaiiation  of  strengtb, 
an  exsanguine  countenance,  and  tbe  gaping  which  attends  the  state  of  syn- 
eope.  Tne  pulse  was  feeble  and  slow,  and  the  defined  eminence  which 
occupied  Ibe  summit  of  the  uierioe  tumour,  and  fur  some  extent  around  it, 
was  much  more  elastic  than  the  sunoundiog  parts.  Under  a  strong  con- 
viction— a  conviction  previously  enieriained  oy  Mr.  Rice — that  tbe  symp- 
toms depended  upon  a  large  interDal  effusion  of  blood,  1  recommended  im- 
mediate delivery  ;  and,  as  Mr.  Rice  entertained  similar  views  of  tbe  case, 
be  undertook  the  operation  withool  delay.  Although  there  had  been  no  re- 
gular  labour-pain,  tbe  uterine  orifice  was  moderately  well  dilated,  and  tbe 
membranes  were  sufficiently  distended  to  admit  of  the  bag  being  very  easily 

>  LoodM  LsneM,  Jan.  11, 1640,  p.  553. 
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raptured.  Tb«  eiKamelaoce  or  tbe  membranea  beiiif  tUttetuled^  ittemt 
joat  noties  in  refmxct  lo  ih*  m«Dner  in  which  tha  liquor  amiiii  aaqairtd 
il*  bloody  appearaDce.  On  the  membnoaa  betsf  rupMred,  a  lar^  amomt 
of  deap-cokrared,  bloody  flaid  ioitanily  rnibed  otrt  of  th«  TaaiDB.  Dirrjng 
tbe  ilelivei7  of  the  lower  exiratnitiM,  a  tjnaDiily  of  tolerabtr  ooaataiaM 
blood,  mixed  with  tmall  clots,  coaiiipied  to  eKipe,  and,  on  the  eomplatloB 
of  ihe  delJTerr,  ao  ImnieDK  clot  wa*  eiwlled  totnewhai  forcibhr-  TbU 
wu  ni»A\f  followed  by  tbe  plaeeaia  harlnff,  upon  ha  aierine  lUTraca,  and 
within  about  a  third  of  ita  leilare,  a  mita  of  coagukied  blood.  Th«  «m- 
gnla  were  lO  inttrworea  with  ifac  patts  ai  10  adinil  only  of  very  partial  ra- 
moral,  and  ibis  not  wiihont  learrog  tkc  placenta.  The  ibape  of  Iha  pla- 
eenta  was  eacculated  at  «ncb  of  its  parta  ai  were  not  iofiltratM,  bat  nerely 
carared  by  clot,  Ae  creator  part  of  the  blood  hi*ing  been  confined  in  the 
aae.  Brandy  nod  the  (incioro  of  ergot,  in  conbi nation,  were  reiorled  to 
•ererai  tiraea  daring  the  delivery  with  excellent  effect  in  anitaining  tbe 
polM,  and  eecuring  ao  efficient  oterine  contraction.  The  patioot  woold  oe- 
ceasarily  bare  been  greatly  alarmed  by  tbe  vast  disgorgement  of  blood  from 
the  Dleraa,  had  we  not  prepared  her  miod  for  tbe  occurrence.  As  there  wu 
no  direct  eacape  of  blood  from  Ihe  general  aysiem,  there  was  no  actual 
shock;  rather,  indeed,  ■  reriTal  from  impeading  death  to  a  elate  of  com' 
paraiire  eecnrity.  The  large  clot,  of  wbich  1  spoke  abore,  weighed  two 
poandi ;  and  the  liqaid  blood,  snch  as,  at  least,  could  be  collected,  wetobed 
two  ponnda  mote.  Making  allowance,  then,  ibr-tbe  blood  which  had  ba* 
come  mixed  with  the  liquor  amaii,  as  wall  a>  for  the  blood  which  bad  es- 
caped on  the  bed  and  napkins  dutiog  the  ni^t,  tbe  actual  loss,  within  six 
boars,  mnat  hare  been  itpvanU  of  Jive  jwiwU,  at  the  Uaat.  It  i«  ceriala 
that  the  Bterus  contaioed,  at  tbe  moment  of  delivery,  upwardaof  four  ponnda. 
I  need  scarcely  say,  that  noder  so  large  aad  bo  sudden  an  efliision  tbe  fiMal 
Girenlalion  woald  rery  speedily  ceaae. 

And  now,  geallemen,  let  us  inquire  what  practical  iBferences  can  be  d«- 
doced  from  tbia  narraiire  T  Let  us  examiae  it  in  several  points  of  view. 

Isi.  Tht  mod*  of  attatk.—Tiio  attack  occurred  stufden/y,  and  was  iM 
tbe  result  of  extcrml  injury — a  very  probable  mtana  of  prodocing  not  only 
separation,  bat  Isceraiion  of  (he  placenta,'  and  Isceration  even  of  the  Dtenis 
itself.  Bach  or  these  injuries  I  have  personalty  witnessed  as  the  result  of 
physical  force,  bot  in  this  case  there  was  no  pretence  whalerer  for  supposing 
the  existence  of  such  a  caose.  The  circumstances  which  occasioned  the 
■eparstion  of  parts,  and  conseqaeoity  tbe  effusion  of  blood,  can  however 
only  be  conjectared.  We  can  only  say,  with  any  certainty,  that  tbe  elh- 
aioB  most  have  proceeded  from  a  very  large  vessel. 

2dly,  The  aymptonu.— The  symptoms  were  both  local  and  eonetititional. 
The  former  comprising  the  bemorrbage,  which  appeared  exiernsi  to  tbe 
body— the  shape  of  the  nieriae  lumoDr— the  aenaatitm  imparted  (o  tbe  band 
when  placed  over  ita  most  projecting  part  (a  sensation  of  undue  elasticity 
when  compared  with  the  very  slight  elsstieiiy  which  characterised  the  other 

Srts  of  the  aterine  tomour,)  and  the  peculiar  character  of  the  pains,  tbe 
iling  being  one  of  disltess  from  disleniion,  rather  than  of  suffering  froni 
contraction.  Hence  it  is  impossible  to  resist  the  conclusion,  thai  the  patDt 
■rose  as  a  cooseqeence  of  the  effusion.  It  has  been  already  observed,  thai 
tbe  paloB  were  preceded  by  visible  hemorrhage.  The  atmtitittional  wgtit-p- 
tome  were  merely  those  that  are  eommon  to  all  severe  hemorrhages,  vk. 
torpor,  drowsiness,  repealed  syncope,  a  pallid  countenance,  a  feeble  slow 
pnUe,  gapioB,  end  coldness  of  skin. 

I  have  only  one  reinatk  to  offer,  in  reference  to  the  depression  of  tbe  sys- 

■  Hn  e*M  t«)sled  by  Mr.  Wild>n>ith  i*  ■  itriking  iristiTiee  oribi*  kind.    Tbe  pstient 

.K-i  j_j _i^_  j^j  j^  Bstminstion,  r.  M.,  a  clot  of  blood  wm  diwovered, 

moan,  at  the  antcrinr  partofthe  fuBJiis  ofths  womJs  and  Iheptt. 
-      ■    *^Ba(InirfJW.«arf*rf.J»w»,vall.^«fc 
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l«m,  TIC  that  it  wai  Teiy  p«at,  and  jt\  altogelheT  diaproporlioDale  (o  tb« 
amooDt  of  Tisible  diicharge.  Still  lu  fact  of  an  cxi«i«s  viiible  kemor- 
rhage  woold  naturally  impce:!  lh«  tniod  with  the  coBriation,  that  tbe  liuk- 
ing  of  the  vital  powers  and  ihe  hemorrliage,  alight  aa  it  was,  nut  hare  had 
an  imporiant  conDectioa.  In  ibia  respeci,  ib«  eTtdanee,  if  not  altogether 
•oDclutiTe  in  the  inataiice  before  aa,  wai  far  more  eonclaaJTe  than  chancy 
lerised  ieveral  fatal  cases  of  a  similar  kind. 

3dlr.  The  condition  of  the  membranei  and  ofthe  liquor  amnii,  i»  a  point 
not  altogether  destitute  of  praetical  iaiereat.  There  was  Bothing  peculiar 
ia  the  state  of  the  oa  uten ;  it  waa  relaxed  and  parliallf  open,  bat  these 
oharaclers  are  common  to  ihe  olerioe  ori6ce  at  the  close  of  ptcfpaDcr,  in  a 
peraoa  haTiog  had  spvaral  chiUren,  a*  was  Mrs.  B.'s  case.  The  membrane* 
were  apjiareailv  entire,  Ihe  presemiiig  portion  being  moderaiel;  distended 
with  fiuid.  Tne  liquor  amnii  bad  a  Tery  bloody  appearance,  and  gushed 
out  very  forcibly  on  the  bag  being  ruptured.  In  its  paaaage  thioagh  the 
vagina,  ii  is  indeed  asual  for  the  liquor  amnii  to  acquire  a  stain  from  the 
hlood  which  may  be  lodging  there,  but  here  the  fluid  was  uniformly  bloody, 
the  ooloOT  being  almost  as  deep  as  blood  itself.  The  precise  canseofthia 
is  not  easily  explained.  Tbe  fcetBl  side  of  the  placenta  was  perfect,  conse- 
quently the  stain  mast  bare  taken  place,  either  from  a  slight  tear  at  the  edge 
of  the  placenta  (a  circumstance  which  would  not  prerent  the  presenting 
part  of  the  sae  from  being  nKtderately  distended,^  or  it  must  hare  been  the 
result  of  transadslion.  I  incline  to  the  former  opinion,  tbe  period  of  tranH- 
daiioB  having  been  very  abort,  although  tbe  transuding  no-face,  from  the 
aize  of  the  coegulum,  was  considerable.  Certainly  tbe  fact  of  the  liqaot 
aninil  not  containing  coagula  may  be  supposed  rather  to  favour  the  view 
last  suggested.  One  is  naiurally  led.  therefore,  to  make  an  inquiry  as  to 
the  source  ofthe  blood.  Did  it  proceeu  from  the  plaeenta  itself,  or  from  the 
vessels  of  tbe  uterus  in  conoeclion  with  it  7  What  are  the  prt^bilities  1 
The  placenta  was  very  pnlpy  (hroughoui,  and  about  one  third  of  the  mass, 
from  the  edge  towards  tne  ceutre,  was  so  completely  infiltrated  with  blood, 
aa  to  render  the  lerooral  of  the  clois  impracticable  without  breaking  up  the 
structure  of  the  placenta  itself.  Cmuequetill'if  it  vat  impottihle  t»  detect 
any  open  vateel.  I  am  disposed  to  tbinb,  thai  the  blood  proceeded  from  tbe 
nterine  system  and  not  from  the  placental,  and  I  will  give  tnr  reasont  for 
Ibis  opinion.  As  already  observed,  the  infiltration  waa  very  limited  in  its 
esten^  although  it  pervaded  the  whole  thickness  of  the  mass.  Now,  had 
the  blood  emanated  from  the  interior  ofthe  placenta  it  could  only  have  pro- 
ceeded from  a  large  vessel  belonging  to  the  umbilical  system,  and  it  is  more 
than  probable  that  the  greater  part  of  (be  placental  mats  would  have  been 
infiltrated.  Moreover,  had  the  case  been  so,  I  think  the  exiraresaiion  woold 
have  beea  apparent  through  the  coverings  of  the  fcetal  surface.  But  it  was 
not  apparent  in  anj^  degree.  Neither  is  it  probable  that  the  blood,  aftei 
iraversing  the  interior  of  the  mass,  could  hare  retaiaed  its  fluidity  sufii- 
ciently  long  to  have  passed  in  such  large  quHnkilics  iuto  the  uterine  cavity, 
I  can  only  account  for  the  infiltraliua,  by  the  supposition  of  a  breach  of  sur- 
face having  taken  place  in  tbe  placenta,  whilst  tbe  extent  of  delacbroent 
was  slight. 

Such  is  as  complete  au  outline  ef  ibis  remarkable  case  as  il  ie  possible  to 
set  before  you  in  a  lecture;  and,  consideriug  the  danger  young  praclitioners 
are  in,  of  forming  a  wrong  judgment  upon  the  symptoms,  and  the  danger 
of  improper  lieatnieni  to  the  patient,  t  do  most  carnesilv  press  upon  you  the 
duly  of  a  carefol  study  of  this  and  similar  cases.  I  will  now  lay  before  you 
all  iho  inforuatioB  I  hare  been  able  to  obtain  on  this  pariieular  kind  of  he- 
morrhage, and  a  case  or  two  not  prerioosly  recorded.  My  own  work,  on 
"  Hemorrhage,"  coatains  scarcely  any  thing  on  ibe  aub^ecl ;  indeed  the  re- 
eoids  respeciiag  it  are  very  scanty.  Dr.  Simpson's  elaborate  paper,  ob 
"  Diseases  of  the  Placenta,"  conlaias  several  references  to  tbe  cJaas  of  cases 
immtdiatsJy  before  nsi  I  nctUBmend  yov  to  pemae  this  pap«c  carefiiUy.    Il 
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erincMemt  resMreh^  aDd  is  ivplete  with  pnetical  inronDatioii.'  Dr.  Her- 
riman  ■{ladn  terjr  bneflv  lo  the  eircDmslBocB,  tbat  sj ocope,  or  eTen  dmih 
hs^lf,  xavf  be  ocexioDCdby  an  effuaion  of  blood  betwtpn  (he  DIerai  and 
plaeenia,  wbilat  "tbare  maf  be  very  Hitle  appeantoce  of  diaebarge  from  the 
vaKiDa-"    Dr.  BlDodell,  alio,  in  adrerliag,  id  veaeral  terms,  to  lot 


death  occtiniiig  inddenlr  in  the  la$t  moDtha  of  pregDaney,  obMrrea — "  On 
lajring  open  the  bodf  after  death,  two  on-three  |)0UDda  of  blood  mar  ^*  dia- 
eorered  wttbio  the  catity  of  the  uterua,  and  this,  too,  although  there  maf 
hare  been  no  eiternal  bleeding."  The  first  eaia  which  I  have  met  with  ia 
related  bf  the  celebrated  Albinus,*  where  oaljr  the  central  part  of  the 
pjaceDia  being  loowDCd,  a  large  quaality  of  coagulated  blood  vaa  lodged 
between  it  and  the  utems,  as  it  were,  in  a  bag,  and,  conseqgeoilr,  not  a 
drop  was  discharged  per  raginam.  "Had  the  nattire  of  the  caie  been  nn- 
deiatood  (obserfM  Albino*,)  the  patient  might  hsTC  been  asTcd  by  raptaring 
the  meBbraitea,  and  deliveting  immediately."  Four  caaea  are  related  by  M. 
B*udeloc(]ue.  The  mother  was  lared  in  three  of  the  cases,  but  the  child 
perished  in  each  of  them.  In  one  of  ibeie  the  qDanlily  of  blood  behind  tba 
placenu  was  estimated  at  foar  or  Sre  paletta.*  Bandelocqoo  relates  a  fifib 
cu« ;  the  hemorrhage,  howefer,  took  place  within  the  membranes,  and  not 
behind  the  placenta.  Two  cases  are  related  by  M.  de  Laforlerie  ;  the  first 
case  terminated  fatally,  after  tweWe  hours'  labour  pain,  and  before  eorap»- 
tent  asaistance  coald  be  obtained.*  M.  De  Laforterle,  however,  performed 
the  C«sat«an  operation,  and,  on  opening  the  fundus  uteri,  a  poand  and  a 
half  of  liqaid  black  blood  immediately  gushed  oot,  which  had  been  con- 
tained in  a  sac,  between  the  placenta  and  Ibe  aterina  sarfaee,  the  centre  of 
the  placenta  haring  been  detached,  while  the  edge  remained  adbereoi.  The 
child  was  extructea  alive,  but  speedily  died.  In  the  second  ease,  the  quan- 
tity of  blofxl  is  said  to  bare  measured  three  French  chopine*.* 

Mr.  Saomarez  adduces  a  well-anthentleated,  but  fatal  case,  of  this  form 
of  hemorrhage.  There  was  no  discharge  per  Taginam.  On  exaniiBatioo, 
p.  IL,  the  placenta  was  erery  where  delacbpd,  excepting  Its  edges,  which 
**  were  completely  adherent,  forming  a  kind  of  cul  de  tae,  into  wbieb  blood 
had  been  poured  to  the  amoant  of  a  pint  and  a  half,  wbich  bad  beoome 
eoanilated  within  the  cavity  thus  formed."  The  patient  was  also  attended 
by  Drs.  Denman  and  Dentton.*  Dr.  Hamilton  describes  two  cases.  In  the 
first,  premature  labour  occurred  spontaneously.  "  In  the  central  part  of  ^a 
placeuta  a  strong  coagulum  of  blood,  the  size  of  an  anernooD  (eacnp,  waa 
discorervd.  The  adhesion  of  tbe  edges  of  the  placenta  had  saved  the  pft- 
tJeBi."  The  lesult  of  the  second  case  was  less  fortunate.  The  symptoms 
were  those  of  collapse,  and  "  the  Isdy  felt  as  if  she  were  going  to  burst ; 
there  was  no  discharge  from  the  uterus,  and  no  symptoms  of  liboor.  Im- 
mediaie  delivery  waa  a^eomplisbed,  hv  passing  the  hand  into  the  nteraa, 
and  a  dead  infant  was  eitraoted,  whicn  waa  followed  by  an  immense  qoni- 
lily  of  coagulated  blood  and  the  placenta.  The  patient  almost  instantly 
eipired.'"  I  now  refer  you  to  a  very  elear  and  concise  paper  on  this  snt^ 
jeci,  illustrated  b*  a  particularly  wel^marked  case,  by  my  friend,  Mr.  J.  M. 
Coley.*  The  effusion  was  characterised  by  a  sudden  enlargement  of  the 
uterine  ivmour,  together  with  a  sensation  of  pain,  as  though  (he  abdomea 
would  bursi,  and  by  frightful  oollspse  of  the  vital  powers.    There  was  no 

'  See  "  Edin.  Med.  snd  Chir.  Jonrn."  for  April  1, 1636. 
>  ■  Aonot,  Acad.,"  lib.  i,  e.  10.,  p.  56. 
■The  ^[t/f<  contains  four  ounces. — En.  L. 

•  See  "  Jaarn.  Gia^"  torn.  39.  p.  384.  lod  quoted  in  Hoas.  C.  A.  Baadelooqw^ 
*Tr*it£  dee  Haimorrhsgies  Internee  de  rUlernt." 

*  The  cIo}f1iii  conlains  ibout  in  Gnf  tiih  pint. — Eb.  L. 

•  8te  No.  6.  "  New  Lond.  Med.  ind  Fhy.  Journ.,"  p.  S3S. 
'Set  "  Prao.  Obeerv."  part  ii.,  p^  SK-B, 

*  See  Lanaet  fa*  9lk  Jinoary,  (SSO,  p.  06. 
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diMbuKe  wha(ev«r  from  tb«  vagina.  Daiirerj  vraa  aeeoi^ptMlwd  bf  rup- 
inriog  tbe  membraiieB,  and  the  sdaiioLstTalion  of  etgot ;  and.  on  the  expal- 
sioD  of  ihe  placeota,  it  vns  B*eerCaio«d  tbai  blood  bad  been  ^uaed,  be(w«eia 
iba  placenta  and  the  aterus,  (o  ihs  amouut  of  two  poaoda,  and  «1m  esira- 
vatated  within  the  placental  cells. 

I  shall  now  meoiioD  two  eases  which  have  presented  themselvea  to  my 
notice.  Some  weelu  ago  1  was  requested  to  see  ■  woman,  report^  to  be  in 
convulsions.  Before  I  could  reich  the  house  she  had  expired — labour  was 
supposed  to  have  commeoced  the  preceding  eveoing.  A  respectible  sur- 
geon employed  in  the  case,  finding  the  pains  excessivelv  feeble,  and  ibe 
arslem  much  depressed,  ruptured  the  merobranes.  The  liquor  amnii  w»s 
colourless,  and  no  hemorrhage  was  obsctrahle  at  an^  time.  The  body  warn 
examined,  f.  m..  by  the  surgeon  just  alluded  to,  assisted  by  my  friend  Mr. 
Wickenden  and  myself.  The  form  of  the  uterine  tumour  was  itrikingly 
conical.  On  catting  throuzb  the  uterine  parietes,  so  ta  barely  to  receive  tha 
end  of  the  sralpel — Bnid  blood  rushed  out  like  the  stream  in  venesection. 
By  mpans  ofa  sponge  60  ounces  of  liquid  blood  were  collected,  and,  on  en- 
larging the  aperture,  a  coagulum  was  removed  which  weighed  61  ounces, 
(he  whole  comprising  121  ounces  of  blood  ;  tbe  plecenial  edge  was  still  ad- 
herent, so  that  there  had  been  no  escape  of  blood  underneath  the  raembrsDea. 
The  circumference  of  the  placenta  was  inordinately  large.  Tbe  other  case, 
which,  in  several  respects,  is  unlike  the  one  just  reported,  derives  an  in- 
terest from  the  amount  of  blood  being  very  trivial,  and  yet  proving  fatal  (a 
life.  A  young  woman,  from  three  to  four  months  pregnant,  having  just 
eaten  breakfast,  went  upstairs  in  perfect  health  and  spirits  to  make  her  bed. 
She  returned  very  quickly,  complaining  of  feeling  very  ill,  sat  down  in  a 
chair,  and  expired.  An  inquest  was  held,  and  the  body  reported  to  be  per- 
fectly  healthy.  On  the  close  of  the  inqoeet  the  impregnated  ulerus  wis 
brou^-bt  to  me  unopened,  as  a  fine  specimen  of  nataral  pregnancy.  On 
oneBiog  it  a  portion  of  clot  of  blood  appeared  In  view.  It  had  laeerated  th* 
chorion  to  a  very  slight  extent  only ;  but,  on  removing  it  fn»a  its  bed,  be- 
tween the  amnion  and  the  chorion  (a  most  siogular  situation  to  contaio 
•o  large  as  effusion,  of  which  Baudelocque  gives  no  example,  bnt  refer*  to 
several  examples  shown  him  by  Professor  Deneux,)  it  was  found  to  weigh 
four  ounces.  A  slight  stain  was  also  observed  on  tbe  woman's  linen,  which 
from  its  dampness  tBOEt  have  been  recently  produced.  Hhe  died  in  s  slate 
of  syncope.  The  nervous  system  must  have  received  a  severe  shock  at  the 
moment  of  the  laceration,  for,  of  itself,  so  small  an  amount  of  blood  could 
scarcely  bring  life  into  danger,  even  in  tbe  silting  posture.  The  sadden 
uterine  distention  might  have  had  an  important  connection  with  the  fatal 
depression  of  the  action  of  the  heart.  The  indicalioaa  of  treatment,  in  ease* 
■Uended  with  a  la^e  internal  effusion  of  blood,  are  very  simple,  vix.  eva- 
cuating tbe  uterus,  and  aecurins  its  effective  contractions.  In  the  form  of 
heraorrhage,  termed  "  accidental,"  the  mere  rupture  of  tbe  membranes  is  the 
practice  generally  pursued,  and  with  marked  success — the  hemorrhage 
ceases,  and  Uboar  presently  comea  on ;  but,  in  an  exigent  case  of  internal 
bamorrhage,  the  same  relianee  cannot  he  placed  upon  this  simple  operstion. 
The  obiectioos  are  threefold. 

lat.  The  cbanee  of  the  uierioe  contractions,  either  not  coming  on,  or 
proving  inadequate  to  eonsttinge  the  bleeding  vesseli — a  highly  probable 


supposition,  copsidering  the  mass  of  tbe  blood  which  may  intervene  netween 
the  uterus  and  tbe  membranes. 

Sdly.  The  uncertainty  of  tbe  period  of  time  which  elapse*  previously  to 
contractions  arising. 

3dly.  The  impossibility  of  determining  at  the  moment,  whether  or  not  the 
hemorrhage  ii  arrested,  onr  opinion  being  regulated  entirely  by  the  coasti- 
lutional  symptoms. 

Mr.  Ooley's  jmlient  was  treated  by  the  mptnre  of  tbe  membrane*  merely, 
and  the  ■dmioittration  of  the  ergot  of  rye ;  pain*  cum  oa  in  tUnt  hoara 
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*Bd  fifty  minute*  aftsrwards,  and  the  child  waa  expetled  by  the  naliiral 
powers.  Mr.  Colajr  wu  delemd  tmm  luniiDg  iIm  cfaild  bf  "  ibe  dealhlika 
■late  of  collapse." 

In  a  cace  atreadf  dnetibed,  attended  with  an  effitaion  of  121  oaacea  of 
blood,  the  nipiuTe  uf  the  membranes  bad  no  efiect  wbalever  in  producing 
nierice  actios.  I  do  not  recoiled  whether  or  not  the  ergol  was  giren.  Hastjr 
coDcIusions,  derived  from  solitary  cases,  are  often  iDcorrect,  and  I  would 
not  be  understood  to  %t,y  thai  a  case  may  not  oeear  like  Mr.  Coley's — the 
patient  beiog  almoKt  I'tt  articulo  mortU — where  the  milder  practice  inigbl 
not  be  preferable  to  the  ■D'iden  evacnalion  of  the  womb.  Indeed,  as  I  hav* 
alreadjr  stated,  I>-.  Hamilton's  palieat  died  immediately  upon  artificial  d«~ 
liTerv.  Siill,  whenever  there  is  reason  to  believe  the  hemorrhage  is  going 
on,  the  evacuation  of  the  uterus,  b]r  turoing  the  child,  (bould  be  undeitaken 
at  any  risk,  for  it  is  very  probable,  that  duiiog  the  lime  we  are  wailing  for 
the  natural  action  of  the  womb,  an  additional  quantity  of  blood  may  be  gra- 
dnxlly  poavlng  oot,  calculated  to  terminate  life.  If  thia  be  true,  the  jihig 
mml  indeed  be  a  most  daogeroua  remedy  in  such  caiet,  and  yet  Mr.  Baude- 
locque  Tecommeads  it  as  a  temporary  mess  me,  provided  the  oa  uteri  is  too 
rigid  to  admit  of  the  hand.  Nevertbekis,  he  enforces  the  practice  of  imme- 
diate delivery  as  early  as  possible,  and  happily  the  os  uteri  will  almost  al- 
ways be  foond  abundantly  relaxed  for  the  purpose.  Sufficient  evidence  baa 
been  adduced  to  show  yoa  the  great  ditngper  of  all  caiei  like  the  present,  and 
the  inevitable  coDsequenee*  of  iodeclaion.  Had  Mr.  Riee  been  a  leaa 
ihougbtful  and  cantious  practitioner,  than,  he  is  known  to  be,  bis  patient 
would  most  certainly  have  perished — for  like  case*  of  placental  preseuiation, 
nature  is  unequal  to  the  emergency,  and  art  has  the  pre-eminence.  Amidil 
much  that  arises  to  discourage  us  in  the  exercise  of  this  most  responsible 
department  of  medicine,  we  now  and  then  possess  tbe  certain  convwiiao  Of 
baviog  been,  under  Providence,  dicaeily  instrumental  in  the  preaervation  of 
human  life — perbap*  (aa  in  this  case)  preserving  the  Ufe  of  the  mother  of 
many  children. 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL  NOTICES. 

Sir  C.  Bae*  Swfoy.' 

or  the  character  of  the  author  as  a  profesiional  writer  it  ia  needless  foi 
lU  to  speak.  His  najue  is  inseparably  associated  with  the  piogiesa  of  medi- 
cal science  in  the  nineteenth  century. 

The  work  before  gt  is  inleadedii  a  guide  to  tfa<  cfairtirgiotd  stadent  j  bat 
it  necessarily  contains — proceeding  from  such  a  source — a  great  amount  of 
mailer  most  valuable  (o  the  praciisiag  surgeon.  It  is  under  such  riews, 
that  we  have  selected  it  as  the  first  workfor  the  fotirttt  year  of  the  "  Libnury," 
and  accordingly  it  is  eonuenced  in  the  prCMDl  DtMobtr. 

<  liulitatn  vT  Sbrmrr,  ■riinged  in  the  order  of  the  lectarss  delivered  la  the  tJai- 
vonlly  of  EdiDborgh,  by  Sir  Chaile*  Bell,  K.  tJ.  a.  P.  a  83.  L.  and  B..  PnflMBor  of 
Sargery  m  the  Dntvenity  of  Edinburgh,  &d.  ftc    S  tdIs.  Ifaw. 
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MISCBLM.NBOUS  NOTICES. 

American  Staiialical  Ataodation. — We  are  ptnscd  to  obtem  ikal  ^ 
■ocietjr  under  this  tide  has  beeo  lately  institnled  in  Boston — the  objects  o^ 
which  are — "to  collect,  preserve,  and  diffase  alatiitieal  iaronnatioD  id  (h« 
different  departmeots  ofhuman  knowledge."  Initiiutioa*  of  a  limilBT  kiod 
is  Europe,  have  led  to  the  collection  at  a  rait  amount  of  itnporlaot  iDfonna— 
tioa  lo  the  political  economiBi  and  tha  phfaiciaD.  Aa  a  member — for  the^ 
hare  coorerred  apon  us  the  hoaoar  of  membership — it  ihall  receive  from  ns 
ererjr  aid  and  aupport,  aad  we  doubt  not  that  a  large  masi  of  valuable  ma— 
teriala  will  be  collected,  wbea  it  it  in  energetic  action. 

Jeffenrm  Medical  College. — According  to  the  published  catalogue,  the 
number  of  students,  during  the  paat  session,  was  li5  ;  whereof  there  were 
from  Pennsylvania,  49;  Virginia,  27;  Maryland,  9;  New  York,  10  ;  South 
Carolina,  6 ;  New  Jersey,  7 ;  North  Carolina,  5 ;  Georgia,  4 ;  Maine,  4 ;  Ohio, 
3;  Alabama,  2;  Nova  Scotia,  2 ;  Delaware,  2  ;  Connecticut,  1;  Michigan,  1; 
District  of  Colnmbia,  1 ;  Missouri,  1 ;  Mississippi,  1 ;  Massacbusetta,  1 ;  . 
New  Hampshire,  1 ;  Louisiana,  1 ;  Lower  Canada,  1 ;  Upper  Caoada,  Ij 
England,  I ;  Ireland,  1 ;  Bermuda,  1. 

The  catalogue  is  preceded  bf  an  address  from  the  board  of  trustees,  in 
which  they  speak  io  strong  terms  of  the  wbolesomeness  and  prospects  of 
the  school. 

Br.  Oerhard^—RtMluliotu  of  the  Students.— "Wa  have  much  pleasure 
in  publishing  the  following  resolutions  in  favour  of  Dr.  Gerhard. 

A  portion  of  the  medical  class  of  the  University  of  Peaosylvania,  who 
have  attended  the  lectures  at  the  Philadelphia  Hoipital.  being  desirous  of 
expressing  their  sense  of  the  value  and  importance  of  clinical  instruetioo, 
and  of  their  obligations  to  Dr.  W.  W.  Gerhard,  for  the  able  course  of  lec- 


tures delivered  bv  him  at  that  institution  daring  the  present  session,  have 
met  ii^ther  for  that  purpose  ;  therefore, 

Retohed,  1st.  That  we  consider  clinical  instruction  the  most  important 
method  of  teaching  the  pathological  states  of  the  system,  and  of  famiUar- 
izitig  the  mind  of  the  student  with  the  means  of  correcting  the  abemtioaa 
from  the  standard  of  health. 

Sd.  That  we  consider  the  course  of  lectures  now  being  delivered  oa  clini- 
cal medicine,  at  the '  Philadelphia  Hospital,  of  great  value,  particularly  be- 
cause of  the  truly  scientific  as  well  as  practical  manner,  in  which  disease*, 
involved  in  much  obscurity,  are  elucidated. 

3d.  That  we  consider  Dr.  Gerhard  eminently  qualified  to  give  instnietioa 
in  clinical  medicine  and  pathological  anatomy,  and  that  we  particularly  ad- 
mire his  unequalled  skill  in  illustrating  the  diseases  of  the  thoracic  viscera. 

4lh.  That  a  committee  of  ten  ba  appoiuled  to  present  a  copy  of  theaa 
resolutions  to  Dr.  Gerhard,  and  lo  tender  him  our  thanks  for  the  zeal  and 
ability  which  he  has  manifested  in  the  interests  of  the  class. 

8th.  That  these  reaolutioui  be  signed  by  the  chairman  and  secretary,  and 
that  a  copy  of  them  be  presented  to  the  Facnltv  through  their  Dean. 

8th.  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  also  sent  to  the  Medical  Jonr- 
■als  and  newspapers  of  this  city,  with  a  request  that  they  publish  them. 

Tbe  committee  appointed  under  the  fourth  resolution,  consists  of  the  fol- 
lowing centlemen  :  Drs.  C.  Quarlefl  and  R.  Eownslar,  and  Messrs.  T.  B. 
Lamar,  H.  A.  Paya,  T.  R.  Spencer,  W.  U.  Van  Bttren,  Allan  Oann,  H. 
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ScMea,  T.  L.  Wtlker,  and  J,  B.  Jnilica — on  molioa  the  chaiimBD  mt 
Mti  lo  ibe  commiiiee. 

J.  A.  PuisAiTTB,  M.  D.,  Outirvum. 
L.  S.  JoTifn,  H.  D.,  Sterttaty. 

SdeiitiJSe  Reitard:' — Gold  medals,  of  the  valne  of  1,600  franci  eacb, 
km  been  awarded  by  the  Royal  Academy  of  Medicine  to  Dri.  Bright, 
Mutin  Solon,  and  Raver,  for  their  laboari  on  diseaie  of  the  kidney  ;  a  me- 
4ti,  of  eqDal  ralae,  to  H.  Ricord,  for  hi*  work  on  the  f  eoereat  dieeaBC ;  and 
llie  sam  of  1,000  franca  to  M.  Martin  for  improTementi  in  ibe  mecbaBiuu 
«f  arUGciaJ  \eg%.~Gaz.  Mid.  de  Pari*,  No.  I,  1840. 

n^atmatt  of  (Mojvm  viih  tht  Lactate  of  /nm.'— Tha  lactate  of  iron 
hat  recently  been  introduced  into  practice  brMU.  Gelis  and  Contfi,  innr- 
•es  at  La  Chariii.  Reflecliag  on  the  diffieulcy  of  adminittering  the  prepa- 
ralionaof  iron,  these  gentlemen  recommend  the  nat  of  the  lactate  in  tozen- 
gea.  This  preoaratioQ  is  very  soluble,  and  inir  be  adminiitered  in  much 
smallar  doie*  than  other  preparation*  of  iion— the  subcarbonale,  for  eiam- 
rie.  M-  Boaillaad  nerer  gires  more  than  Iwenlv  grains  in  the  twenty-four 
iDora;  MH.  Andral  and  Fouquier  seldotn  exceed  twelve  graina. 

The  following  easea  show  tne  effects  of  lactate  of  iron  in  cases  of  chlo- 

Cisi  I. — M.  Andral. — Josephine  Leiter,  17  years  of  a^.  admitted  on  the 
23it  NoTember  last.  Seven  months  seo  she  was  much  frignteDed,  and  since 
then  her  health  hat  rapidly  deelinea.  .The  mensiraal  discharge  became 
irreguUr,  and  of  amall  quantity  ;  appefile  lost)  the  leaat  exercise  produced 
palpitation  of  the  heart  and  blowing  retpiraiioD ;  bruit  de  diable  in  the 
carotids. 

Twenty  days  afier  admission  she  commenced  taking  the  lactate  of  iron  in 
doves  of  sii  grains  a  day.  On  the  lOib  day  her  appetite  was  mnch  impro- 
Tcd  i  the  dose  wa>  increased  gradually  to  twelve  grains.  On  the  eth  of 
January  the  Htamenia  appeared ;  they  were  abiindaot,  and  the  blood  vnu 
of  a  good  colour.     Since  then  she  rapidly  improved. 

CtaelL — Amenorrhaa, — Chlorom. — M,  Fouquier. — CaroHoe  Blessodser, 
SI  fcan  of  age,  enjoying  good  health,  had  always  menatruaied  regularly  tip 
lo  the  age  of  19,  when  the  caiamenia  were  suddenly  arrested  bv  her  impra- 
deaee  in  plunging  (he  bands  in  cold  water  during  the  flux.  The  luppre*' 
sioD  persuied  for  18  moathi,  and  was  accompanied  by  all  the  symptoms  of 
chlorosis.  Go  the  i9lh  mouth  the  menses  reappeared  under  the  use  of  iron 
and  other  emmenoiogues,  but  were  soon  suppressed  again,  and  remained  so 
for  four  months. 

Prttent  *tate.~Ftce  pnfled  ;  apneiita  lost ;  bowels  constipated ;  palpita- 
tion of  the  heart  on  the  least  exercise  i  beadacfa;  vertigo;  pain  and  mdeinn 
of  the  lower  extremities ;  bruit  de  touffle  in  the  heart ;  slight  fever. 

Not.  22,  (the  day  after  admissioti}.    Six  grains  of  lactate  of  iron. 

24.  Appetite  improved. 

26.  Headach  and  fever  have  disappeared.    Eight  graina. 

29.  Appearance  of  the  menses.     Ten  grains. 

30.  Neuralgia  of  the  supra-orbital  nerve.    Twelve  grains. 
Dec.  4.  Appetite  ^od;  no  palpitation;  no  vertigo,  &c. 

6.  Discharged  qaiie  well. 

CiSE  III. —  Chlototit  and  Afoenorrhoia  after  delivery. — A  la^i  22  years 
of  ijte,  wai  delivered  in  November,  1839.  The  labour  wu  followed  by 
phJebiiis  of  tbe  lower  exiremiiie*  and  wetl-maiked  ehloroija  symptoms; 
paleness  and  (uinefaclioo  of  the  face ;  palpitations  and  blowing  on  the  least 
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;  natralgift;  avppreasioB  of  the  mcDaes,  which  had,  hitherto,  been 
regular.  During  the  iDromer  the  palieut  went  to  the  eoaoirjr,  idcI  became 
maeh  better ;  but,  od  her  retiKo  to  Farii,  the  (finpioins  o{  ehloroais  recun««l 
with  increased  force. 

Dec.  1.  Lactate  of  iron,  io  the  dose  of  eight  grains  erery  day.  Thre« 
dtf a  aflerwarda  increaied  aj^lite ;  in  eight  dajra  loss  of  the  hebifual  pate— 
D«w;  in  a  fortoigbl  the  palieoi  waa  able  to  lake  a  long  walk  ;  and  about 
ibc  beginniog  of  January,  1840,  the  chlorotic  symptom*  had  complelely  dis- 
appeared. On  the  lOlh,  fourteen  mooths  after  delivery,  the  catamenia  re- 
appeared ibr  the  firet  tiaM.—Frenth  Latuet,  Jan.  S3,  1640. 

17Ntver«tt!/  of  Edinburgh'.— Dt~  J.  T.  Simpaon,  has  been  elected  Profea- 
lor  of  Midwifery  in  the  Unirersiiy  of  this  city,  in  tha  place  of  Professor 


e  »ole  ii 
•.  Simpson, 
For  Dr.  ETory  Kennedy,    . 


NECROLOGY. 


Dr.  ParriaA.— It  is  with  great  regret  that'we  hare  to  notice  the  death  of 
ihi*  estimable  and  exeelleni  physician.  We  hope  to  be  able  to  give  « 
akelch  of  his  naefut  career  in  a  future  auBaber  from  the  pen  of  some  ooe 
who  w«  mere  intimately  acquainted  with  the  partictilars  than  we:  in  the 
meaniime  we  cheerfully  publiah  the  following  tribute  to  hit  memory  from  a 
■oeieiy  of  which  be  was  long  a  most  valuable  and  energetic  member. 

Dr.  Patrtsb  died  at  the  green  age  of  63. 

At  «  speeisl  meeting  of  the  Philadelphia  Medical  Society,  held  Ml  iha 
19lb  of  March,  1840,  the  Vice  Pretideat,  Prof.  S.  Jackion,  being  is  ih« 
chair,  the  following  {wvamble  and  reioluiions  were  adopted : — 

ffhereiu,  it  appears  to  this  society  to  be  proper  that,  upon  the  decease  of 
an  eminent  meraDer  of  this  body,  some  expression  of  ibe  sentiments  of  hia 
retaainiug  brethren  opon  the  occasion  should  be  made  public :  and,  whereas. 
It  hath  pleased  the  Divine  Providence  to  remove  from  this  world  our  late 
eateemeVl  and  beloved  member,  Joseph  Parrisb,  M.  D.  :  It  is  therefote, 

Rta«t9ed,  Thai  we  iiave  heaid  with  profauDd  regret  of  the  decease  of 
that  eminent  physician,  whose  professional  skill,  humanity,  and  liberal  and 
just  conduct,  bare  long  endeared  him  to  ns,  and  to  the  profesaion  at  large  in 
this  city. 

Reaolved,  That  we  deplore  the  loss  of  a  physician,  whose  long  career  in 
the  praetice  of  his  art,  has  been  distinguished  by  tbe  most  brilliaat  saceesti 
accompanied  by  a  modesty,  and  ingenuousness  of  eondact,  which  secured 
to  him  the  affectionate  attachment  of  the  medical  profeasion  of  this  city,  as 
well  as  theii  highest  respect. 

Resolved,  Tost  a  member  of  this  society  be  requested  to  prepare  and  de- 
liver before  (hie  body,  a  biographical  account  of  the  deceased,  iu  ordbr  that, 
although  his  present  and  living  example  has  ceased  from  among  us,  some 
permanent  memorials  may  be  secured,  of  a  life,  which  has  been  highly  use- 
nil  to  the  medical  body,  by  a  pore  example  of  morals,  by  great  attainments 
in  medicine  and  surgery,  and  by  a  rare  moderation  fit  to  be  preserved  as  tbe 
ibodel  ofa  wise,  benevolent,  and  upright  physician. 

Betolvtd,  That  the  members  of  the  society  wear  crape  on  the  left  arm 
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for  (Idrtf  itft,  M  ■  mtimonr  or  Ibeir  fettiof s  aa  eiprCMcd  !■  tbfl  fiii«g*bg 
iMolntion*. 

Kuol«tdy  That  lb*  memben  of  Ike  aoeietr  will  atniid  iIm  TaiMnl  of  ika 
Joceaacd,  to-morrow  inerDoon  at  3  o'clock,  and  ibat  we  hereby  iatite  iha 
pbyaieiaDs  of  this  city  to  meet  with  na  at  oar  Hall,  in  order  lo  join  with  «a 
u  ibc  DiBDire&talioD  of  doe  reapect  to  iba  deaeaaed. 

StMlvfd,  Tbai  a  coinmittM  of  three  membeiB  be  anxMBted  W  jpreaeat  ■ 
copy  of  iheae  retoletiona  to  the  faiiajly  of  tha  deceaead. 

Cbaa.  D.  Meifa,  M.  D.,  R.  Oaiaa,  H.  D.,  and-Caapar  Morria,  M.  D., 
were  tbeo  appointed  a  commitlae,  to  carry  into  efieet  the  object  of  the  laat 
naolaijon. 

Od  moiioa  of  Dr.  Camar  Morna,  seconded  by  Dr.  Weat, 

Rfolved,  Thai  Dr.  Oeo.  B.  Wood  be  reapectfolly  nqaaitad  to  prepMra 
ibe  memoir  eon lem plated  ia  the  abtwe  reaolotiona- 

On  moiioB  of  Dr.  T.  8.  Kirkbride, 

Srtnlved,  That  an  account  of  the  proceedinga  of  tbit  BtectiDg  be  pobHakad 
in  the  medical  periodicala  of  the  city,  and  ia  the  city  aaoaDing  paptra  of 


Bdwabd  HaRTaoOBHB,  Junior,  Reeorditig  SecMUry. 

March  19lb,  1840. 

Resolutions  eipresaira  of  the  worth  of  iha  deceaaed  bare  likewiae  b«cn 
paased  by  the  manager*  of  Wills  Hotpital,  «*er  whom  he  had  prciided  linea 
the  first  organization  of  tht  charity. 

Since  furniahiDg  the  above  we  have  receiTed  the  following: 

At  a  meeting  of  the  former  pnpita  of  the  late  Dr.  Joaeph  Parrisb,  hcM  at 
ibeHall  of  the  Medical  Society  on  the  2lBt  of  March,  1840,  Professot  Wood 
was  called  lo  the  cbair,  and  Dr,  Norris  appointed  secretary. 

The  following  reaolutions  ofler«d  by  Profetior  Morton,  were  adopted ; 

Rtt»hedf  That  we  eonteroplaie  with  feelings  of  unfeigned  sorrow,  Ik* 
demise  of  oar  leceraied  friend  and  preceptor.  Joseph  Paoish,  M.  D. 

Rtiolved,  That  we  regard  Iba  death  of  fdis  estimable  man  at  a  seavie 
k>aa,  not  only  to  the  raedieal  profession,  but  to  the  coaiinaDiiy  at  large,  and 
above  all  to  ouraelres,  who  hare  been  instructed  by  hia  precepts,  and  foa- 
lered  by  his  kindness. 

Ruolted,  That  an  intimacy  of  many  years  oontlonance,  baa  tended  mora 
and  more  to  enhance  oor  esteem  for  his  many  Times,  bis  amiable  manitera, 
and  his  professional  skill. 

Retolved,  Thai  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  he  preaented  to  the  family  of 
Dr.  Parrish,  with  the  assurance  of  our  sincere  aympathy  for  ihe  afflictire 
berearemeni  they  have  suffered  in  his  death. 

Professor  Morton  and  Dr.  Yardley  wen  tlian  appointed  a  committee  lo 
carry  into  effect  the  last  resolution. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Yardley,  it  was, 

Reaotved,  That  Ibis  meet ing  cordially  unite  with  the  Medical  Soeiel*  in 
tbfl  appointment  of  Professor  Wood,  (one  of  our  number)  to  prepare  anio- 
eraphical  memoir  of  oar  lamented  preceptor ;  beliering  that  he  will  do  full 
joatice  to  his  saperior  ability  as  a  teacher  of  medicine  and  surgery,  as  well 
aa  poitray  his  exalted  and  endearing  character  as  a  physician,  bis  worth  aa 
a  man,  and  his  virtaes  as  a  Christian. 

Beiolved,  That  we  will  in  a  body  attend  the  reading  of  said  memoir  at 
snch  lime  and  place  as  Dr.  Wood  and  the  Medical  Society  may  select 

On  motion  of  Dr.  West : 

Retolvtd,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be  published  in  the  Medi- 
cal periodicals  and  newspapers  of  ibe  city. 

Geo.  W.  Norbis,  Seerelan/. 
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BaroH  AtcAcroMi.'— Baroa  Richerand,  Prafouot  of  the  Facoltf  of  Madi- 
cioe,  Paris,  died  on  (he  23d  of  Januarr  lax.  H.  Ricberaod  was  born  on 
the  5tb  of  Febmarf,  1770,  at  Belief,  a  amail  town  ia  iba  department  of  Aiz, 
which  has  already  furoisbed  tbe  capital  of  Praace  with  lorne  of  ita  moat 
celebrated  phfsiciBu*,  Recamier,  Bicbat,  Ac.  At  the  age  of  17,  Riebaraad 
left  his  aatire  town  for  Paria,  wfaeie  be  eommeoced  the  atudf  of  medicine, 
and  EQch  was  the  ardour  of  ibe  yooog  ajpiraoi  to  distinction,  tbal,  after 
haTiog  studied  onlv  two  years,  he  commenced  teciuring  as  a  prirate  teacher. 
At  the  age  of  23  be  published  the  first  edition  of  bis  "New  Elements  of 
Physiology."  This  work  bat  continued,  lince  the  time  of  its  publioaiion, 
to  enjoy  a  high  degree  of  popularity  ;  it  has  been  iraDslaied  into  most  of  tb* 
European  languages,  even  into  Chiaese,  and  is  well  known  in-  our  own 
•oantry  tbtoogb  Dr.  Copland's  eicelleot  trsnslatioD.  Ricberand  dedieataJ 
ki*  work  to  FotircTOf,  and  through  him  became  acqniioted  with  the  moat 
celebrated  characters  of  ibe  time.  Me  was  soon  appointed  assistani-sorgeoo 
to  ibe  Hospital  of  St.  Louis,  and  at  the  age  of  29  became  one  of  the  Profes- 
•ors  of  ibe  School  of  Medicine.  Outing  nearly  half  a  century  be  continoed 
bis  labours  at  the  hospital  without  intermission,  and  sank  at  length  full  of 
years  aad  honotir,  loved  and  respected  by  alt  who  knew  him.  M.  Ricberand 
was  Profeator  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine,  Senior  Surgeon  of  the  Hoapital 
of  St.  Louis,  President  of  the  Medical  Jury  for  Paris,  and  Knighi  of  the  Or- 
ders of  the  LegioD  of  Honour,  St.  Michel,  St.  Anne,  St.  Wladroir,  &c. 

Profufor  Slumenbach.* — died  at  Qtittngen,  on  the  S2d  of  January,  aged 
8S.  Fourteen  yean  ago  (in  1836)  be  celebrated  the  fiftieth  annivematy  of 
hi*  professorship.  "  For  some  years,  howerer,"  says  a  correspondent  at 
Hanover,  "  he  baa  been  dead  lo  science,  to  that  the  UniTCrsity  now  loses 

'    '  '  I  illottriout  name." 


only  b 

John  Frederick  Blumeobach  wat  bora  at  OoEba,  i 
took  bis  dwree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  at  the  UaiTi._.  , 
1775.    On  ibe  following  year  he  was  appointed  Conterraior  of  the  Museum 


the  yea 
tyof  a 


of  Natural  History;  in  1778,  Professor  of  ibe  Practice  of  Medicine  ;  and  in 
1612,  Secretary  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Scipneee.  Blumenbach  wrote  bit 
inangaral  thesis  in  1775,  on  "  Tbe  Varieties  of  the  Human  Race,"  and 
thence  cootinned  to  labour  with  unwearied  zeal  in  this  ioieresliog  field  of 
observation.  His  collection  of  human  skulls  was  tbe  richest  in  the  world. 
Id  the  year  1787  Blumenbach  published  the  first  edition  of  his  "Elemenit 
of  Physiology."  This  work  once  existed  in  an  English  form ;  now  a  Ira- 
vettied  copy  is  told  andei  the  title  of  "  EUiotton't  Physiology." 


BOOKS  RECEIVED. 


fVom  Dr.  Clary,  ofSyractue,  Ntw  VorJt.— TraDUCtiont  of  Ibe  Medical 
Society  of  tbe  State  of  New  York,  VoL  ir.  P.  2.  8to.  pp.  66.  Albany,  1839. 

From  the  Aulhor. — The  American  Medical  Almanac,  for  1840,  detlgoed 
for  the  daily  use  of  practising  physicians,  surgsoos,  students,  and  apotbe- 


eariea,  being  also  a  pocket  memorandum  and  account  book,  and  general 
medical  directory  of  tlie  United  States  and  tbe  British  Provincea.  By  J.  V. 
C.  Smith,  H.  D.,  editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Jouioal.  Vol. 
ii.,  continued  annnally.  S4ino.  pp.  152.  Boston,  1840.  (This  work  waa 
■eat  to  us  by  the  editor  months  ago,  but  only  reached  us  wiilyn  the  lati  few 
days.) 

t'roM  Dr.  Woodward. — Medical  Superintendent. — Seventb  Annual  Re- 
port of  tbe  Trustees  of  tbe  State  Lunatic  Hot  pi  tal,  at  Worcester,  December, 
1839.    8ro.  pp.  102.    Boaloo,  1S40. 
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An.  I.— INKALATION  IN  TUBERCULAR  PHTHUIS  PULUO- 
NALIS. 

8T  an  CBAILB  SCVDtf  ORt,  M.  B.' 

At  the  practical  consideration  of  %oj  new  remedr  vliicli  mi;  be  pr^KM«d 
Jbr  the  relief  of  diaeuc,  mut  be  one  of  the  oMfuf  parpoae)  of  » j)«riodicnl 
joamal,  I  inMl  that  toow  further  olMcnratioiu  on  the  queition  of  inhalalios 
IB  inWrcDlar  phtbitis  pulmonalii,  and  in  chiooic  bronchitis,  may  be  oikni 
to  TOO  ■»  <'■■  seceptsble  contribniioB. 

It  was  in  1630  that  I  pnblisbed  the  first  edition  of  my  cases  in  illuslration 
of  ihesabjectt  sell  therefore  I  msr  lay  claim  to  a  rerj  extended  experience 
of  this  particalat  method  of  Ueatment,  and  to  the  consequent  opportuoiif  of 
forming  a  more  mature  judgment  of  its  merits.  But  I  wish,  in  the  first 
place,  to  be  nnderslood  as  speaking  of  this  remedy  in  (be  light  of  an  saiili* 
■If,  aad  one  not  excloslre  of  oihei  trestmedt.  It  is  to  be  considered  that 
«reTT  pmelitioner,  in  consenting  to  adopt  tbii  treatment,  may  at  the  same 
lime  employ  those  general  means  in  which  he  is  accustomed  Id  confide.  I 
belieTe  that  I  hare  dcrlTed  from  this  method  of  practice  more  success,  and 
•  larger  share  of  satisfactory  remit,  STCa  where  care  was  not  stlBiDable, 
than  the  majority  who  hsTe  adopted  it.  This  I  can  only  explain  from  ray 
peater  study  of  the  action  of  remedies  administered  in  the  way  of  iahala- 
lion ;  from  my  gteatCT  confidence  in  their  poner  and  usefulness  ;  and  con- 
sequently a  more  patient  peiseTereace  in  their  employmcnL  Yet  I^  do  pos- 
Mss  a  large  collection  of  profeuiooal  lestioiony  in  fsTOnr  of  the  inhsling 
treatment,  aad  some  of  which  I  hare  already  published.  It  is  probable, 
bowcrer,  ihst  the  larger  part  of  the  profession  may  not  hare  paid  any  all en- 
tMm.10  it.  Some,  fiom  theory  only,  nerer  having  made  trial  of  inhsling,  or 
eren  witnessed  its  (fleets,  condemn  it,  as  a  hurtful  irritant  to  the  lunga. 
Soma,  00  the  otbei  band,  also  from  theory,  regard  it  as  a  feeble,  doubtful, 
and  rery  troubleaome  method.  Others  assure  me  (hat  they  have  given  a 
very  fair  trial  to  the  inhalation  of  iodine  and  conium  in  constimpiioD,  ae- 
cwding  to  my  recommendation,  with  eventual  failure,  as  with  ■!'  '>'^^ 
mcaaa  of  irealmeot  of  this  IsmcnUble  disease,  although  at  first  luuch  pteas- 
•d  with  the  remedy,  and  greatly  encouraged  with  the  boj>e  of  snccew. 
There  are  a  (ew  who  pasa  a  strong  censure  on  the  mode  ot  receiving  th« 
madicated  vapotir  by  toe  tubes  of  the  glass  inhaler. 

I  sitall  endeavour  to  oBti  a  maning  commentary  on  the  several  points 
which  I  have  here  slated.  ...      a 

laiSnn  that  lhainbaiaiioB  of  iodine  and  conium,  so  far  from  irntaiiBg  u< 
ail  puaages,  either  in  tubercular  phthisis  or  in  cbronic  hronchilii,  pr»VM 
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more  or  Ims  toothing,  provided  it  be  Died  of  proper  strength,  anil  that  in- 
tUmmalory  action  be  no<  prenenl ;— plcBtioglr  >oothiDg,  I  repeat,  indepen- 
deniljr  of  iia  more  Temedial  power,  of  which  I  afaall  hare  to  ipcpk.  Not- 
wiiKaiandiag  the  certain  trouble  of  thepoceis,  rhe  patient  looks  with  plea- 
■ure  (□  the  hoar  of  repealing  it,  from  hii  conBdence  of  receiTiog  relief. 

There  omj  be  lonie  of  the  profesitoD  who,  harios  witoeued  very  on- 
toward  eSeciifiom  the  inteioal  admin i«trHtioa  of  iodine,  or  occMfoDally, 
even  from  ila  exeeisire  emplorment  externalljr,  dread  its  Dse  even  in  the 
war  of  inhalation  ;  and,  as  I  now  and  then  read  is  piiat,  speak  of  the  erib 
of  uis  potent  mediclBe  so  employed.  But  what  remedy  or  treatment,  etlher 
in  the  bands  of  the  pbfsician  or  of  the  surgeon,  would  not  fall  into  discredit 
and  cren  odium,  if  its  merits  were  to  be  adjadged  from  the  occasions!  acci- 
dents which  arise,  whether  to  be  referred  to  Ibe  nn6inest  of  the  case,  or 
particular  symptoms  tempormiily  existing ;  to  enor  in  ibe  doses  or  mode  of 
administration  ;  or  to  idiosyncrasy  of  eanstitution  in  the  iDdividual,  which 
teodert  him  an  unfair  example  of  the  merits  of  the  remedy  employed? 
This  pasiiion  might  be  illas4rated  by  a  tboasand  examples.  Some  declare 
Ibey  would  endure  any  pain,  or  couiiaoed  loss  of  sleep,  rather  than  swal* 
low  the  least  portion  of  opium,  having  experienced,  in  loeir  sysiem,  its  dis- 
tressing effects.  Others,  who  from  a  lew  grains  of  bine  pill  have  incorred  a 
TCry  severe  salivation,  would  expect  death  itself  to  ensue  from  even  a  mo- 
detate  us*  of  calomel. 

There  are  again  others  who  call  in  qnestion  the  efficacy  of  inhalatioB, 
■ad  denonnce  it  as  a  feeble  and  uncertain  mode  of  practice,  inferkw  to  ibe 
routine  administration  of  medicioei  by  the  stomach.  Amidst  sacrb  cenAiet- 
ing opinions  and  prejudioea,  who  shall  determine  the  trvth? 


"  Dtiaam  lam  ftcils  vers  invenire  posseni,  qosm  TsIn  oonviooen." — 

It  might  be  tnpposed  that  litae  alone  would  serve  to  decide  the  real  pre- 
tensions of  any  remedy  iairodueed  into  general  nse ;  bnt  in  reality  the  in- 
fiuenec  of  fasbion  extends  even  to  medicines ;  as  we  have  often  seen  that  « 
favourite  remedy,  popular  alike  with  the  profession  and  the  public,  has, 
an*r  no  distant  inlerral,  been  condemned,  discarded,  and  foi^tten.  Yet  it 
has  again  been  the  fate  of  several  medicines  so  discarded  to  retnm  into 
favjiur,  and  enjoy  a  fresh  reign. 

It  is  therefore  exlremeljr  difficult  to  discover  the  truths  of  bbysic,  and  lo 
establish  on  solid  grounds  the  just  claims  to  con6dence  which  any  particu- 
lar medicine,  or  mode  of  treatment,  may  really  possess.  Preconceived 
opinion  and  prejudice  too  eotpmonly  stand  in  the  place  of  reason  sad  dis- 
passionate ioqnir^ ,  and  oppose  the  advance  of  truth.  The  dangeroos  na- 
tdre  of  consDiDpttre  diaease,  and  its  great  fatality,  sbonld  rather  aerve  la 
stimulate  our  industry  to  discover  some  method  of  lessening  the  force  of  ibe 
aeaurge,  than  to  be  passive  spectators  of  its  dire  results.  The  high  sn- 
tboritjr  of  Laeonec  rosf  probably  have  bad  some  influence  in  confirming  the 
general  opinion  of  the  iocamble  nature  of  phthisis  pulmonalis.  The  distia* 
guished  aothor  observes  (Forbes'  Translation,  p.  305) :— "  The  observations 
•ontained  in  the  treatise  of  M.  Beyle,  as  well  as  the  remarks  made  in  lb« 
present  chapter  on  the  derelopement  of  tubercles,  saffieiently  prove  the  idea 
Of  the  cur*  of  consumption  in  lU  early  stage  to  he  perfectly  illusiTe.  Crude 
rabercles  tend  essentially  to  increase  in  size  and  (o  become  soft.  Nature 
S."**  "?  .'"■y  retard  or  even  arrest  their  progress  ;  hot  neither  can  reverse  it. 
Bnt  while  I  admit  the  incurability  of  eonsumplion  in  the  esrly  stages,  I  am 
convinced,  from  a  great  number  of  facts,  that  in  some  cases  the  disease  is 
enrabte  in  the  latter  stages— that  is,  after  the  soflening  of  the  tubercles  and 
the  formation  of  an  nleerans  eicavatioo." 


The  attempt,  therefore,  to  treat  tubercular  phthisis  hy  any  novel  mode, 
with  the  expectation  of  success,  is  thought  probably  to  wear  the  appearaneo 
aot  only  of  presampiaous  boldness,  but  of  the  rain  preteatioaB  of  qnack- 
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mrj'  itteir.  Fit  b«  it  froni  ma  to  ipeak  in  »aj  light  terma  gf  this  reaiful 
dueasc,  or  lo  boast  that  I  hare  certain  tanai  o(  cuie  at  mf  coromaud,  in 
«iiT  c«M  wliich  majr  pivMnt  iiaeir. 

I  har«  DOW  enjoyej  do  abort  term  of  medical  lih,  Nod  can  well  Temem- 
ber  liu  TCiolts  of  differeat  method*  oftiractice  Id  ibit  diaease  in  Toroaer 
ycnn,  witboat  anjr  •acceii  reaulling.  For  a  long  period  it  was  a  TaTODiite 
pnctice  to  put  the  patient  on  Terjr  aleoder  diet,  perhapa  ormilk,  vegetibica, 
and  frails,  exclusively ;  anil  cipeciatlr  oo  ibe  o«e  of  digitalis  at  ibe  aame 
lioM  i  oa  the  theory  of  procnriag  a  quiet  itaie  of  the  circulation,  aod  pre- 

-      the  L -   ...  ,_„..-,, 

UimnlaliDg  qaalitf  also,  bir  lesMniBg  tbe  deositjr  or  its  red  particle*. 

Finding  the  cooetant  failure  of  ibis  and  other  mode*  of  ireaimeDt,  abotit 
twelre  fean  ago  I  first  nude  trial  of  the  iohataiioD  of  iodine  tod  couiDm, 
Boi  having  then  beard  of  any  experiment  of  the  kind  being  made  bv  olbera. 
I  wms  gratified  by  a  degree  of  succesa  which  I  had  never  obtained  from  toy 
other  mecDi;  and  I  pablitbed  •ome  of  mr  reiulli  in  November,  1830.  But 
great  a*  is  tbe  importaoee  whicb  I  attach  lo  thi*  one  remedial  method,  I 
ahoald  be  totrf  to  have  it  sapposed  for  one  moment  thai  I  woald  depend  on 
it  aloae.  On  the  contraiy,  1  am  fully  aware  bow  essential  a  matter  it  it  to 
treii  the  whole  constitution;  such  treatment  being  modified  according  lo 
(he  cireoautance*  of  the  individual  case.  At  a  general  principle,  I  am  an 
advocate  for  a  vei^  tnpportiag  plan  of  diet,  and  the  use  of  corrective  tonic 
Medicine,  combining  wiib  it  tbe  occasional  careful  administration  of  atlera- 
tntt.  Gkwd  air,  tbe  avoiitaoce  of  vieiasiindea  of  tempetntnre,  while,  at  the 
Mm«  lim^  n  due  ventilation  is  well  mainuined  in  all  tbe  apsmments  which 
the  patient  occapies,  are  point*  ofgreat  importance.  It  i*  not  snfficient  that 
we  attempt  to  relieve  the  lungs  from  (be  irritation  «f  tubercles  at  present 
existing;  nut  we  mast  endeavour  to  remove  tbe  tnbercular  diatheti*,  and 
eonnteiaoi  the  tendency  to  fresh  formation  of  tubercles.  Hence  it  follow* 
also,  that  when  a  consumptive  patient  may  have  had  the  good  fortune  to  be 
benefited  by  treatment  to  ibe  eiient  of  a  tolerable  recovery,  it  is  incumbcoi 
upon  him  (o  lead  a  life  of  exceeding  care  afterwards,  in  Tegar4  to  diet  and 
rtgimen,  clothing,  plaoe  of  residence,  and  4n  every  material  particular  rein- 
tiBf  to  health  ;  in  order  that  a  relapse  may  be  prevented. 

ft  ii  a  question  of  tbe  highest  interest  to  consider  wbelbet  we  may  not,  in 
eootmdiciioQ  of  Ibe  gloomy  declaration  of  Laeonec,  nndertake  (he  cure  of 
■he  early  stage  of  tubercles,  with  tbe  hope  of  sncceaa  1  I  have,  in  numeron* 
ititaaee*,  by  means  of  iBbalation,  and  coTnbined  treatment,  succeeded  in 
removing  the  early  slate  of  tuberoalai  irritation,  and  which  bad  been  clearly 
itaaifeiled  by  the  signs  r«*ealed  by  auaonltarion  aod  peicnsaion,  by  great 
elevation  of  the  Bninal  heat,  and  by  the  coneunent  lymptomt  of  cough, 
•hort  hreatbing  after  quick  exeiciae,  fre^oeney  of  pulse,  hectic  fever  of 
gieater  or  less  amoont,  wasting  of  the  bodjr,  and  loss  ofsirengtb. 

As  so  exismple  bearing  exactly  on  tbii  point,  I  will  advert  tn  the  case 
which  I  publiibed  in  the  second  edition  of  my  work  on  inhalation,  A.c.f. 
K.  I  stated,  in  tbe  observations  on  the  case,  p.  73,  that,  from  tbe  several  in- 
dications, it  was  reasonable  to  believe  thnt  luberclea  existed.  Tbe  recovery 
«f  the  patient  Doder  tbe  itentmenl  adopted  was  most  satisfaetorr.  Ife  re- 
maiaed  quite  well  for  upwards  of  a  year,  and  continued  so,  with  a  slight 

'  I  ha«*  oeeadooany  mot  with  obwrvatloDi  oflhia  nitorr  ipplted  la  myMir,  wttb  re. 
hnnee  is  iahabtmn ;  bat  (!ie;  have  always  bean  either  ilaflalent  in  caartoy,  or  ao 
riaapad  *itb  aenrriiity,  and  vulgarity  of  aty to,  that  thay  have  never  mU«]  fcr  my  mn- 
•asBMKe,or  mora  than  at*  aUanl  eaotenpt.  Wrhlsn  In  tba  aameapinl  of  low  de. 
kM(iM,aome  latten  bavskteir  appaarwl  inUte  Uneet,  doing  equal  diaeradit  lotiM 
kadaad  heart  of  the  wriln,  raapeding  the  Londea  Diapanaary  fer  lhadiaaasea*rtira 
hM    Tka  panspedty  of  Iba  iaalilatiM  «U1  ba  (be  bait  reftiUtfon  ef  aaah  f«nj  at- 
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neepiioii,  for  ■  much  longfr  period,  •njofiog  the  aports  of  the  Geld,  and 
dispfaring  great  strength  of  bodj  io  bia  tarkms  etertioDs.  He  Tesided  in  a 
distant  part  of  Scotland.  But,  presuming  most  iraprudeotlf  oa  bis  stita  of 
recoTsry,  be  eotnmined  excesses  at  the  (able,  with  laie  boors  at  night,  and 
carelesioest  of  eiposare  in  the  daj.  Uodn  these  circumstances,  he  was 
attacked  most  sCTerelf  hf  the  epidemic  ioflneoza,  from  which  he  ovnt 
fairlf  recovered.  He  came  under  my  obterration  aboat  a  year  afierwvrda, 
when,  npon  examination,  I  foaod,  on  the  opper  t*'^  "^  *^'  '}S^*  '*"%■  *^* 
clearest  signs  of  the  existence  of  a  earity .  Tbe  pec  tori  I  oqn  ism  was  most 
strongly  marked.  Tbe  ]f(t  long  was  also  roach  disessed.  Under  a  eonrw 
of  treatment  he  amended  greatly  ;  bat  again  baring  neglected  himself,  and 
awSeHog  from  a  fresh  attack  of  inflnenzB,  he  relapsed  into  a  hopelesa  atate, 
■Ithougb  he  eombaied  with  bis  disease  for  a  eoniiderafate  length  of  time. 

Is  it  not  etident,  from  ihe  indications  by  euscultaiioo,  is  well  as  from  (ka 
physical  aympioms  stated  in  the  work  referred  to.  thai  the  licfat  lung  was 
Wberculaled  when  1  began  the  treatment  in  Mareb,  18301  and  that  tbe  re- 
medies lemored  all  irrilalion  of  the  lung  7  For,  according  to  bis  own  cheei^ 
fol  letter,  six  raoDihs  after,  be  deacribed  himself  as  strong  and  fat,  and  wilk- 
ottt  cough.  Whether  abiorption  of  tubercles  bad  taken  place,  or  a  chaikge 
in  their  condition  been  produced,  or  that  the  state  of  tbe  lung  was  so  alierfd 
a>  DO  longer  to  be  irritated  bj  tbe  tnbercles  as  foreign  bodies,  would  be  mat- 
ter of  theoretical  specalilion.  It  will  perhaps,  he  said  that  it  was  not  a  re- 
eorery,  because  he  afterwards  died  from  the  disease :  but  he  did  enjoy  • 
luDf  season  of  health  ;  and,  bad  he  led  a  prudent  life,  might  probably  hare 
avoided  tbe  iDbsequent  daneer  whtcb  he  incDrred. 

The  lady,  whose  case  I  relate  at  page  t38  of  (he  work  before  menliaDed, 
is  at  the  present  lime  enjoying  rery  comfortable  health,  and  her  luD^  aa  1 
bad  lately  the  opportnnity  of  ascerUJoing,  are  tgnile  free  from  all  signs  of 
disease.  Nine  years,  therefore,  hare  elapsed  since  the  period  when  I  fint 
visited  her,  and  found  her  in  tbe  state  which  I  deieiibed  at  the  lime  io  the 


following  words: — "She  was  very  much  emaciated,  i , 

with  aucD  hollownesa  of  cheeks,  and  such  looks  of  sinking,  that  my  nrst  im< 
pressioQ  was  that  of  distress  from  ibe  apprehension  that  the  case  was  be- 
yond Ihe  reach  of  any  medical  Treatment.  The  pulse  ranged  from  120  to 
130,  and  was  occasionally  more  frequent ;  the  cough  was  violent,  and  ao 
peculiarly  harassing  at  night,  that  the  sleep  was  constantly  disturbed.  The 
espectofation  was  diffienlt.  piartly  coloured  with  blood,  tbe  whole  of  •  very 

tnrtform  appearance,  and  in  quantity  about  four  ounces  in  the  twenty-four 
ours.  There  were  monring  and  eveniDf  accessions  of  hectic  ferer.  Tbe 
night  perspiratioi>s  were  ao  profuse,  as  completely  to  saturate  the  sbeeti  with 
moisture.  She  was  so  redaeed  in  strength,  that  she  required  to  be  carried 
ttota  the  bed  to  tbe  sofa  in  tbe  adjoinlDg  room.  At  the  upper  part  of  the 
right  laog  there  was  pretty  well-marked  pectoriloquism  and  sirong  gargmt- 

This  quotation  frotn  tny  narrative  of  tbe  case  will  be  sufficient  to  show 
ili  great  importance,  and  tbe  value  of  the  treatment  Fonuoately  for  rov 
exertions,  this  Isdy,  distinguished  in  her  character  by  every  estimable  qual- 
ity, poasessed  that  first  of  virtues  in  a  ^stieni — entire  obedience.  Bhe  did 
complete  Justice  to  all  my  recommendat tons,  and  was  eventually  rewarded 
with  a  return  of  health. 

The  patients,  whose  symptoms  of  toherealar  phthisis,  with  the  treatmeoi, 
were  fully  described  in  this  Oazetle,  beginnins  at  page  720,  vol.  xv.  have 
■Dt  had  any  rclapae,  and  an  bow  anjoying  excellent  health ;  a  period  of 
niher  utore  thati  five  yeara  havinf  elaMed. 

Ir  the  followiog  caae  of  a  ^mbk  lady,  aged  24,  whoee  sister  had  died 
frnn  eoosumptioB,  tba  inhatatna  of  iodiaa  and  aoniam  rendered  the  laoat 
aalisiaetor^  retief,  aad  laatiag  bcHtt, 

la  tbe  bistofy  wbieli  the  gav*  me  of  ber  eaae,  aba  tiated  that,  in  the  year 
1634^  ahc  bad  &Uea  iato  a  varr  Mieata  atate  or  health,  in  coaatqaaaea  ti  m 
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cliMt  complaint.  She  w«at  >bro«d,  io  Um  bopeofre-MiabluiiiDg  IwrhMhk; 
and  which  objei^t  wu  ia  y real  toeuaie  effiulad  by  reaidiag;  five  moolha  at 
Nice.  Yet,  uriag  again  la  Eoglaod,  aha  exparienced  a  relapse  of  hw  dia- 
ordei  in  1832 ;  and  tuch  waa  iba  delicacT  of  her  cheiL  that  an;  alight  eipo- 
■ure  loa  damp  or  cold  aimosphere  wa>  almost  tertaiDljp  Tollowed  by  doIbo- 
wy  distBrbaaca ;  her  «f  mptoma  being,  •hiTerings,  aucceaded  bjr  kcal  of 
aku  and  perapirationt ;  coogh  and  ihortocaa  ofueathing;  with  a  ^eieral 
aorancaa  of  Ihe  chut,  aod  a  acnaa  of  eoucrictioa,  aitendad  with  debilitjr  ud 
peat  depreasioD  of  apirita. 

Under  loch  circamttaneea,  I  waa  cooantted  ;  and,  upon  examiaMloa  ot 
ihe  chest  by  aotcattaiioi)  and  peruuaion,  I  bad  the  dear  aridenca  that  the 
upper  part  or  the  right  lua^  waa  ranch  tabetcalated ;  but  on  the  Ittt  aide  ibe 


raapiratioa  waa  natural,  with  iha  exeeption  of  soma  alight  ralca.  I  adopted 
mf  naoal  plan  of  treatment,  the  parliealara  of  whifh  1  will  not  detail.  Th« 
resvlt  was  moat  satis&ctorr.  Hypatieat  described  that  sba  "  felt  from  the 
iahaliBg  a  soothiog  and  healing  effect ;  soreaesa  and  pain  were  soon  remo- 


ved; and  she  became  sensible  of  a  freedom  and  expansion  of  the  cheat  l( 
which  she  had  long  bean  a  stranger.  The  relief  which  she  experienced 
(are  bar  the  idea  of  loDg-clotcd  *alre«  being  re-opened  and  set  free."  Af- 
ux  a  few  weeks,  all  the  troabteaome  ^mptoma  paased  away.  By  punoinc 
a  carcfal  system  of  management,  mfdioal  and  dietetic,  and  paying  strict  r»- 
gard  to  r^imen,  this  young  lady  regained  her  health ;  and,  I  have  eraij 
reason  to  beliere,  has  eontitined  welL 

Id  the  begianin^  of  June,  last  year,  I  was  coo  salted  bf  a  gentlemao,  aged 
39^  loDgao  invalid  from  pulmonary  disease.  He  had  resided  pis°y  years 
in  the  West  lodies,  from  wheQce  he  came  in  what  he  felt  to  be  a  hopelesa 
atnte  of  soBerioe.  I  found  him  in  bed,  too  weak  to  leave  it.  There  was  an 
assemblage  of  the  most  urgent  symptoms  i  a  frequent  and  very  weak  pulse ; 
the  animal  heat  OQ;'  nrgent  cough,  with  diSenlt  eipectoraiioa  of  an  ftflea- 
■iva  ptiriform  spulam,*  occasionally  coloured  with  blood;  the  chest  maeh 
(^iprMaed.  and  toe  breathing  quick  and  nneasy  on  the  least  exertioD,  with 
occasional  pain  in  the  sternum  and  intercoelal  muscles :  he  had  hectic  fever, 
and  night  petspirarions,  which  were  not  only  profuse,  but  of  a  peculiarly 
ftint  and  disagreeable  odour.    Sleep  alight  ami  unrefresbing ;  without  ap- 

Ctile,  and  the  fnactioos  of  tba  liver  UDhealthj  ;  much  reduced  in  flesh,  and 
T^  coldness;  and  eonsiderabla  mdema  of  the  ancles  and  feet.  At  the 
upptr  part  of  the  right  lun^  iheie  was  stiongly  marked  pecloiiloquism  to  ■ 
fieai  extent,  with  garg^tatltwtmt,  indicating  extensive  cavity  ;  the  respi- 
latian  almost  wholly  broncbial,  with  aihilant  rales.  On  the  left  side  the  r<- 
qiiration  was  imperfect  in  some  paiia.  in  others  puerile,  aod  there  were 
occasional  tales,  but  Without  pectoriloquism.  Percussion  confirmed  _  the 
•ins  of  tubercular  obsirnotion  in  each  InDg,  but  especially  in  the  ri^ht, 
wlieh  was  scarcely  ia  the  least  degree  capable  of  its  faoeiions.  The  ri^hl 
aide  of  the  chest  was  flatter  than  the  left  and  rose  but  little  in  a  farced  ii- 
•piration.  Mis  mind  was  in  a  state  of  the  utmost  desponJeucy  ;  and,  cop- 
inry  to  that  buoyancy  of  hope  which  prevails  ia  acoie  phthisis  especially, 
btit  oHen  aJso  in  chronic,  be  had  a  fixed  persDasion  that  be  should  not  iv- 
eovn.' 

■  Withoat  exeeptioa,  I  b«*e  slwavi  foand  s  high  degna  of  the  mainsi  bsal  in  Inbt*. 
ealar  pbtUsia;  •bowiag,  as  I  eoMnva,  a  ^wiifio  irritatum  presoal,  sUied  to  inflamma- 
ta^  utioD,  yat  diOarcDl  from  true  inflinMBlion. 

■  Hh  aalare  and  nasality  af  tha  tfulam,  is  bighl;  inalraoti**,  —  Tegardi  the  dis- 
aaM  k  lis  nat,  stsfS,  sod  laleMtty. 

•  AfUt  Iram  the  grBst  eonsiderstioo  that  »a  an  all  In  the  hands  of  ■  Sapcsiof  Poww, 
sad  aauMt  koMv  wbrn  w  msy  be  siUed  Biniy,  wa  do  see,  as  aadiosl  obosrvsrs,  the 
estraordiasry  dlAisnee  in  tba  MrragUi  af  the  vital  pfindple,  ifl  bsj  so  eiprMa  mv' 
sell;  b  diSnreat  iadividoils.  Soota  yMd  thait  lib  tosppweiHir  sUshl  swoUs  oTdb- 
— ;  vfaila  odwra  rworar  wtdsr  akannutaaass  aanaiiigly  the  nM  bspslaM.  8o«h 
'      '     'tl  grant,  rewisr  tha  phpiaiMi  ferj  madsst  ia  Iha  Inw*  of  his 
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Tbephvuciaa  who  bad  b«ii  in  close  nllendaDce  for  six  wceki.apiire- 
headed  a  fatal  lermiDation  ot  the  ease.  The  iimiti  to  whicb  I  ihink  it  ne- 
cessary \o  confine  myself  on  Ibe  present  occasion,  will  not  allow  of  minute 
details  in  m;  acconot  of  the  treatment.  Tbe  paiieni  inhaled  the  miziore  of 
iodioe  and  conium  reguliirif  three  times  a  dar,  at  first  for  ten  minntes,  after- 
wards gradaatly  iDcieased  to  twenty ;  small  blisters  were  applied  to  the 
chest  from  time  to  time;  tbe  lotion  or  tannia  infnsion,  with  acetic  acid  and 
Baa  de  Cologne,  was  applied  night  and  morning  to  the  skio.  followed  by 
tbe  nse  of  tbe  flesh-brash.  Internally,  pills  composed  of  pilnla  hydrarg. 
camphor,  end  c.  colocynib  eztraat,  were  given  at  night,  occasiooally.  follow- 
ed by  a  morning  aperient  drangbt;  a  strong  infbsion  of  the  cortical  part  of 
sarsapatilla,  with  alkali  and  gentian,  was  used  twice  in  the  da^  ;  and,  to 
procure  comfortable  sleep  al  night,  he  took  a  aoolhtn^  morphine  ayrup, 
acidulated  with  dilated  anlphurie  acid.  Tbe  plan  of  diet  was  changed  to 
one  highly  nutritioas ;  and  such  waa  tbe  langoar  and  debility,  that  wine, 
the  best  port  and  iiberry,  was  allowed  with  more  than  usual  freedom.  Ha 
usually  took  three  or  foor  glasses  ia  the  eourse  of  the  day,  in  addition  (o  & 
pint  of  sound  dranzbt  porter,  not  only  without  disagreement,  but  with  ereiy 
sense  of  beoefit.  He  had  sometimes  alarming  attacks  of  eihaastioo,  at  the 
commencement  of  my  attendance ;  and  he  had  indeed  said  that  he  WM 
"dying  from  inanition."  After  a  few  weeks,  iron  and  qaiikine  were  admin- 
istered in  coDJuaction,  instead  of  the  other  medicines. 

So  beneficial  was  tbe  whole  treatment,  that,  in  rather  more  than  a  fort- 
night, the  specific  symptoms  were  most  materially  relieved,  and  tbe  stretigtb 
atid  spirits  were  greaiW  regained.  The  night  perspirations  had  nearly 
ceased.  As  a  proof  of  tne  amendment  of  the  Inugs,  he  could,  in  the  begin- 
ning of  July,  walk  two  or  three  miles,  at  a  quick  pace,  without  resting.  He 
imp[OTed  progressively.  In  September  he  travelled.  I  saw  him  again  at 
ihe  eod  of  November,  ai»d  found  a  remarkable  diminution  in  the  eitent  of 
lb«  pec  tori  loqu  ism,  with  an  evidmt  amelioration  to  the  condition  of  each 
tuns.  The  rales  had  ceased;  and  by  auscultation'  there  was  satisfactory 
evidence  of  a  very  improved  respiration.  The  eipecloration  continued,  bat 
was  much  lessened  in  quantity,  and  almost  free  from  its  former  offeasire 
odour.  It  appeared  to  me  that  tbe  tubercular  cavity  was  in  a  favourable 
pro{[ress  of  healrng ;  and  certainly  tbe  whole  aspect  of  tbe  patient  was  pro- 
mising for  a  fair  recovery ;  for,  to  regain  perfect  health  could  not  be  ex- 
pected, when  so  much  disorganisation  of  lungs  had  been  produced  existing 
in  conjunction  with  an  uahealthr  liver.  In  my  early  attendance,  I  was 
strock  with  his  cadaverous  and  dark  complexion;  and  this  nnfaronrable 
omen  disappeared  in  a  few  weeks.  He  related  to  me  that  at  various  periods 
he  had  experienced  slight  bKraoptysia.  Under  my  own  observation,  in 
about  seven  weeks  from  the  commencement  of  my  attendance,  he  naed  a 
warm  bath,  not  exceeding  96°  in  tempetature,  and  was  remarkably  refresh- 
ed by  it ;  but  on  the  same  evening  btemoptysis  occurred  ;  half  an  ounce  of 
pore  red  hkiod  issued  with  a  coogh.  This  hemorrhage  1  attributed  to  the 
'hich  the  circulation  had  received  from  tbe  bath.     It  is  satis- 


factorr  to  slate  that  on  no  occasion  did  the  iobalatioo  give  rise  to  this  acci- 
dent ,■■  and  he  always  felt  more  or  less  of  sensible  relief  from  it.  This  and 
Other  treatment  was  continued,  with  occasional  intermissions,  during  five 

art,  sim}  nuke  bin  stad;  nators  tbe  more  Btteatinly,  that  ha  may  ha*a 


■It  her  way*. 

*  I  oiiy  take  ihii  >>pportDr>it7  of  oiantioning  that  I  deriTsd  ooniiderible  assUtanca  ia 
aoacnllalion  (ram  placing  ■  sheat  of  writing  pipar  orat  ths  ebut,  and  liiteniDg  tkroogh 
Ihla  median). 

*  1  hare  at  preMnt  onijer  my  care  a  kdj,  who,  in  the  oourw  oF  her  i]ln«M,  berora  I 
waa  uuMallad,  had  frequent  atliek*  of  hBotopljiii,  which  hsTc  not  Iwen  rsproilDeMi  by 
infaaiitkin.  In  eaM  of  ham^yuB,  whatarer  lh«  ciritiag  mum  might  be,  I  shiKlM 
wipend  the  inballag  liU  tba  diMppeanniM  of  any  UmnL  This  pctkot  baa  li  * 
aed  a  cavity.    Her  amendoteat  bia  eioaedad  niy  was' 


'SI'S 


iHAatatim  tn  T\AtrcuimT  Pktkuit  Pmbnmalis.  SS 

■imths,  whM  ha  bad  rwaiaad  Setk  and  atKOgth  ;  could  walk  lix  or  eight 
milva  ia  the  da7;  and  i*l(  bima«ir  auffickiidv  iMOTared  lo  lelarn  to  (1m 
Weat  litdt«a,  for  a  period  Ptceaaary  lo  aTranga  hia  aflaira.' 
_  It  kaa  be«B  mf  porpoaa  to  ihow  that,  ia  all  tbe  aiaget  of  tabereular  phlbi- 
sia,  it  ia  ooi  doty  lo  enter  apon  a  more  or  leaa  aciirc  ayaUmalie  pua  of 
trcstHwni,  and  llnl  wo  do  ao  with  laaa  diacoaragemeDt  of  auccoaa  thae  l^en- 
Me  asd  otbH*  bare  twigbt.  Yat  do  ooe  can  be  more  aware  ibao  myaelf 
of  ib«  danger  ortbia  diseaae,  and  its  loo  frequent  mortaliiy  under  erery  can 
■nd  cicrtion  lo  ward  <M  auob  a  lerainalion.  I  alwayt  wiab,  therefore,  to 
be  nnderalood  aa  speaking  of  tbe  cure  of  cooiDinptioD  in  *  verr  guarded  and 
^alified  sense.  I  can  truly  declare  that  I  bare  bad  iba  grati&aiion  of  rerr 
often  •oeeoediag  in  bad  eases,  where,  nceordiag  to  all  my  earliai  professioBal 
experieDca  with  other  treatment,  1  sboald  bare  failed. 

I  tm  not  only  eonrinced  of  tbe  excelleoce  of  the  remedy— the  inhalnlion 
of  iodine  and  conium— hot  also  of  iu  superiority,  as  a  cumtiTe  agent,  orer 
chlorine  and  creoaote ;  yet,  I  must  again  obaerre,  "  let  it  not  be  imagined 
Uial  I  limit  tnyielf  to  this  treatment,  wbicb  I  would  rather  speak  oras  a 
moat  raloablfl  aotiliary,  than  aa  the  sole  means  of  tenefiL"  It  is  incum- 
bent on  US  to  lookeomprebentirely  to  tbe  alate  of  all  the  coottiiulioiial  fune- 
tioDai  loattack  tbe  tobercolar  diathesis;  to  eonliol  to  Ibe  utmost  of  our 
power  the  nolritive  functions,  from  tbe  fiist  digestion  of  the  food  in  the  ilo- 
mach  to  tbe  aaeeeediog  ptoccssea  of  ehyliScatioa,  lacteal*  absorptioo,  assi- 
iDitaiioD,  and  aaDguiBcatioD  ;  aod  to  nfiaet  a  cbaog»  io  the  wholo  mass  of 
blood.  With  ibi*  large  tiew,  we  are  required  to  combine,  with  the  Biricily 
uedical  treatment,  a  preeiae  plan  of  diet  and  regimen ;  of  exercise  in  the 
open  air,*  io  a  naoner  adapted  lo  tbe  patient's  aiaie,  iji  the  favourable  sea- 
•ooof  tbe  year;  aod,  in  weather  precluding  out-doors  exposure,  to  direct  tbe 
airangemeot  of  a  medium  rather  than  a  high  temperature  of  the  apartments, 
always  paying  great  attention  to  their  Gi  reoiilaiion.  And  shall  tbe  execu- 
tion of  sneh  pathologieal  and  practical  riews  be  termed  empiiical,  and  wilb- 
oat  claim  to  respect  1 

I  know  that,  in  a  jtrj  large  proportion  of  cases  of  consumption,  there 
mnit  be  erentual  disappointment  to  oar  hopes ;  hot  of  this  fact  I  am  certain, 
that  it  is  generally  in  our  power  to  palliate  all  tbe  suffeiings  ;  to  afford  rery 
' — :  relief;  and  lo  prolong  life.  It  onfortuoately  happens,  and  this  it  baa 
greatly  my  faie  to  eiperience,  that  the  disease  has  arrired  at  its  laal 
stage,  and  when  eiitcme  disorganizaiion  of  tbe  lungs  bat  taken  place,  be- 
fore an  aetire  plan  of  treatmenl  has  been  adopted ;  so  that  the  opportunilf 
of  rendering  materiat  benefit  has  been  irrerocabty  lost.  The  disease  does, 
indeed,  often  effect  its  march  most  iQEidiously ;  and  danger  is  present  almoat 
before  the  neose  of  illness  ii  felt,  or  at  least  acknowledged. 

I  hare,  on  different  occasions,  entered  my  protest  ngninst  sendiiw  the  hH' 
fortunate  patient,  as  is  lo  commonly  done,  in  a  confltmed  stale  oi  the  dis- 
ease to  a  warm  climate ;  trusting  (or  benefit  almost,  petbnps  wholly,  to  ita 
influence.  This  usually  prores  a  jooraey  lo  a  foreign  grara.  Rather  lat 
OS,  however  late  the  attempt,  and  with  boweret  poor  a  proapeet  of  ancceas, 
•Bier  upon  the  atlentire  treatment  of  the  case ;  and  of  which,  according  W 
my  riewi  aod  experience,  inhalation  will  prove  n  most  valuable  part.  Here 
let  me  again  ask,  whence  the  objection  1  All  other  nfeana  in  which  medi- 
cal confidence  may  be  placed  may  be  'eqaally  employed  without  ai>y  dedae- 

■  lUying,  during  my  itlendsoce,  si  the  bouM  of  Mr.  King, 
_      .  M,  St.  Joho'i  Wood,  who  can  bur  foil  tialiinonT  to  mj  aceonirt 

of  Ihs  case.     To  hia  kind  care  and  mttenlion  till  pitienl  was  mnob  iDdebted. 

'  Tba  ida>  of  ao  Dnheahbj  satioB  in  llw  month*  of  IIh  Uctaati,  was  Bret  aobmhled 
lo  niy  conndcTatioa  by  Dr.  Sberrigk  To  tbe  toas  of  tbeir  peenliar  hdm  of  diMWt*. 
meat  between  orgaubsbla  and  diKnganiiabla  mallsr,  and  tbt  onueqa«K  Uuliaorlni- 
■■Is  absorpttoD,  b*  attribotn  all  Inbcrealar  diaeaac. 

s  TiM  aa*  of  that  moM  vatnable  apparalas.  Ibe  rwyhatar.  in  ecHain  riataa  of  tba 
atmoapbera,  b  vary  important. 
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tion  afbeneGt  from  the  dm  of  in  halation,  which,  io  theory,  from  itt  b«i»f  « 
direct  applieation  of  a  potent  remcdr  lo  the  aeat  of  diaeaae,  so  much  Teceni' 
mendR  itMlf  j  and  from  trbich  1  am  confident  more  or  leu  of  benefit  will  al- 
wsfs  ari&e.  I  am  qoiie  aore  that  erery  praetitiiHMr,  in  ibe  treatm^t  of  s 
cooaamptire  caae,  feela  the  ansioas  and  diBteult  grotiDd  OD  which  he  trcada, 
■ad  mflT  be  well  ptcaaed  lo  add  to  hit  cxpedteau  any  one  remedr  nailing 
in  ItMlf  efficacr  aod  aafetf.  1  will  not  attempt  to  aay  what  proportiaii  ihet* 
ma*  be,  bat  I  refrel  to  admit  it  mnat  be  large,  of  the  caaes  of  true  ttiberevUr 
pbthiaie  whicb  erentuallf  reiiat  all  power  of  medieal  akill.  Tet,  ia  Ibia  s 
reason  for  sopineneia  asd  indiS'erence  in  the  mind  of  a  pby aiciaD  f  Aa  in 
all  diffieoltiea,  let  ua  ioereaae  oar  ezerliona  ia  proportioa  to  the  obctaclea 
which  we  meet.  It  ie  not  (he  reproach  of  good  remediea  that  the;  ea«BOt 
heal  immedicable  wounda  I 

I  cannot,  I  think,  too  often  repeat,  that,  while  I  claim  for  ibaiiihalatwii  so 

¥'eat  a  regard,  I  eoneider  it  to  6e  only  eoe  part  of  ike  trealmanl  reqnired. 
lie  additional  eonatiiutional  means  eabrace  a  rery  wide  eonsideralioo. 
The  local  ezteraal  treatment  of  tht  cheat  b^  proper  meana  of  connter-irtitt- 
tloD.  and  by  lotions  and  friction*,  it  a  rery  important  part  of  maDagemenL 

I  nave  never  seen,  IVom  an  aeliTe  reffied^r,  so  large  a  proportion  of  bcneSt 
with  to  tmatl  a  proportion  of  ditasreement  and  inconrenienee,  ae  from  the 
inhaUtioD  of  iodine  and  coninm.  The  method  alto  is  to  be  contideRd :  and 
I  may  here  remark,  that  many  excellent  remediet  hare  fallen  into  odiam 
and  neglect,  at  different  periods^  from  the  error  or  ahute  of  their  applicaiioD. 
I  am  carefol  that  all  the  ingredients  which  enter  into  the  eompoiition  of  the 
inhaling  misiara  are  perfectly  pnro.'  I  recommend  the  fotlowingformnln: — 

(>  lodinii  pnri ;  lodid.  Potaatii,  aa.  gr.  Ti. ;  AqoR  diaiillat.  Jt.  Jrl ;  AI- 
eoholis,  3ii.    M.  fial  mittura,  in  inhalationem  adhibenda. 

I  now  alwiya  prefer  to  *AA  the  eoainm  at  the  tiros  of  mixing  the  iodine 
tolntion  with  the  water ;  and  it  should  be  a  tatvrated  tincture,  prepared 
with  the  mott  genuine  dried  leares.  In  the  coromencemeot  of  ine  treat- 
ment I  adrite  Tery  tmatl  proportions  of  the  iodine  mislnie;  for  example, 
»ly  from  half  a  dram  to  a  dram   for  an  inhaling  of  eight  or  ten  milt' 


•X  halfa  dram — which  I  usually  find  tu£cient;  bnt  ii  may  be  increated 
if  the  congh  be  Tery  troublesome.  I  soon  augment  the  qnaniity  of  the 
iodine,  and  progreatiTely  from  JEJ  to  Sir  ;  but  also,  (hen  prolonging  ibe  limn 
of  inhaling,  I  difide  the  iodine  dote,  putting  two-ihirds  at  first,  and  the  rest 
after  the  expiration  of  teren  or  eight  minutet.  If  the  lemperaiuie  of  the 
water  be  measured  by  the  ihennomeier,  it  thould  be  120°  Fthr.  at  being  the 
most  favonrable  for  Tolatilitiog  the  mctii'e  principles  of  the  iodine  and  coni- 
nm, mixed  with  some  watery  vapour;  but  the  approximation  will  be  suffi- 
cient, if  equal  parts  of  boiling  and  cold  water  be  used  ;  with  which  the  in- 
haler is  not  to  be  quite  half  filled.  Invariably,  however,  care  should  be 
taken  to  prepare  ibe  bottle  for  this  heat  of  water,  by  first  washing  it  oui  with 
tome  tepid  water, 

DDTing  the  process,  the  inhaler  thould  be  kept  immertcd  in  a  jog,  cod- 
Mining  water  of  rather  higher  lempenlure  than  120.° 

It  is  of  the  utmoti  importance  that  ihe  ttrenglh  of  the  inhaling  miitnre 
should  be  conaidered in  relation  to  the  patticnlai  cate;*  the  feelings  of  the 
patient  will  be  a  great  guidance.  He  thould  have  tbe  sense  of  relief,  aod 
not  of  ineoaveniflnt  imiaiioD,  prodnced.    The  cough  aritiag  occasionally 

■  Htsvafions  mejjeinas  ts  bs  osed  tat  inhalalioo  ouy  bs  oblaiaed  in  psrieat  parilj 
freai  Mr.  OtrdM,  Oilbrd  street  Mmy  other  ehtmirti,  without  iaaix,  bIh  ksn  Ibe 
■itielss  ■■  qwtliiHi  eorreetly  prepared. 

■  la  aouls  phthisis,  the  inLsliog  doses  shoaM  be  ttif  weak.  No  reined;  with  wbid 
1  •■>  BeoBsintsd  sserts  so  mneh  ioflnBaes  ovat  Ihs  hectic  Avert  seed  in  tht  intatvaUt 
as  Ihe  InaaUtiaa  b  qneitton. 
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Aning  iIm  procMi  u  biH  u  ot^jcctioD  ;  b«t  ir  it  be  mnre  irritabla  ifterwaHa, 
it  ahom  tkmt  it  tiM  bMo  n««d  loo  tbong.  Thsre  i«  a  certain  stava  of  tha 
tnbarentat  diaaaae,  wbea  orai-eiciteincBtf  from  emplof  inf  tl 
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„  ,  ,  1  sDtpend- 

•4,  boi  BOt  euted ;  or  pat*  on  W  tba  atMheniaf  ixoceaa,  wbicb  leraiiiiaiM  ■■ 
Iba  prodaetioa  of  aa  azcaration.  In  all  lb«M  difleteol  antes  of  dufaac  I 
idriaa  the  inbaling  ireataaatti  to  ba  emplored. 

I  bare  formerif  mentioaed  ibal  at  ibe  period  wbaa  I  waa  preparing  mj 
fnt  edition  for  poblieaiion,  in  tba  f «ar  1830,  Di.  llanar,  ol  BcUut,  in  « 
tiMiiaa  OB  animri  beat,  rccommandad  Iba  introdacikin  oT  iodiiie  u>  the 
hma,  diOiuad  ibiongb  warm  aqoeoaa  Taponr  into  the  apartmeat ;  and  bance 
it  foilowa  that  withoai  aiijr  comstiBicaiioii— for  1  bad  aoi  tbe  plwavr*  of 
tut  Bcqvaintanca — we  had  thotifffat  of  the  aaoM  maedy ;  bat  I  am  well  per- 
atiaded  that  ibe  onljr  eertaia  aod  esac^  mode  of  employing  it  ia  bjr  diiecl  iik- 
balaiion,  ao  that  tbe  doae  is  defined ;  whercu,  in  tbe  otber  mode,  maDjr  cir- 
•Minalanoea  maat  interfera  with  it*  regalariif.  Abo  I  find  tba  remedf  in- 
finitalr  improTed  br  tbe  addition  or  the  conium. 

Id  (he  bledicnl  Oazetle  for  April  6,  1839,  we  find  a  paper  br  Dr.  Corrigsn, 
o(  DnUtn,  reeomm ending,  aa  a  mode  of  inhilBlion.  tbe  iinpragnatjoD  of  tbe 
Mraoaphere  of  tbe  apartment  wilb  iodine  raponr,  by  a  mode  diOerent  froni 
tbal  of  Dr.  Matrav  ;  bat  iha  principle  ia  o(  eoane  eaaentiatir  (be  aama.  I 
am  gratified  with  (he  &Tonnbla  teatiaioaf  wbicb  tbia  pbfsician  heart  to  (ba 
Kmedial  iofiaence  of  iodine  Tapovr  ia  phthisit  nalmonalia;  bnt  I  am  not 
dupoaed  to  chooae  bis  method  of  emplo; id;^  it  The  Tolaiihir  of  the  iodine 
would  enase  the  vaponr  to  ascend  to  tbe  bigbett  parts  of  the  apartment  ;■  it 
woald  attaoh  itself  to  (he  linen  furnttare,  and  most,  of  necessity,  find  i(a 
way  to  tbe  Itrngsof  (he  patient  in  a  rery  uoeeriain  degree  of  strength.  The 
objeettona  af  Dr.  C^rrigaa  and'Oibers  to  thedtreet  method  of  inhaling  which 
I  recommend,  is  wiihont  foandation.  It  does  not,  as  (hey  state,  eanae  irri- 
tttion  to  the  laryDs  nod  airpassages  ;  bat,  on  the  contrair,  its  infloenee,  if 
used  of  tbe  proper  strength,  is  aooihiog  and  »rceabtc.  The  addition  of  (Iw 
coniam  dirests  (he  iodine  of  that  irriiBiinf  eSeei  whicb  would  ansa  from  its 
peoetratios  acrid  qaalitiet  when  naed  per  te. 

Bnt  we  have  a  higher  purpose  to  fulfil  than  ibe  mara  stndy  of  aootbiitg 
tbe  mDCon  rocmbana  of  tbe  air-pasaages.  The  modus  opeiandt  of  rame- 
dtee  ia  a  question  of  secondary  importance  to  their  real  effect,  and  may  lead 
10  endless  eootrorcrsf.  It  is  my  belief  ihsi  this  direct  and  very  necDrata 
■ode  of  Hf^ying  ihia  powcifnl  medicine,  iodine  with  oonium,  iadoeea  a 
•ew  action  to  tba  treaaels  and  nerres  of  the  lungs,  which  is  «alcola(ed  lo 
■apertede  tba  diseased  ac(ioo.,  I  also  asaiga  much  effect  to  the  stiraulatkm 
of  tbe  absorbents,  and  haTe  been  led  to  bdiave  (ha(  (nbetcles  hav«  ia  this 
manner  bean  aetoally  removed. 

Aa  (he  mode  of  eooducting  tbe  inhaling  proceaa  ia  of  aneb  sorerai^n  im- 
portance, I  iball  ba  eicitsed,  I  trait,  if  I  enter  tt  some  length  into  this  part 
of  the  subject. 

Dr.  Harwood,  of  HasliDgs,  has  latelr  published  an  account  of  the  baneflta 
to  be  derived  from  inhalation,  in  wbicb  be  recommends  bis  ttewly  invented 
tin  inbalei,  atatiitg,  as  the  ground  of  preference  over  the  glaaa  inhaler  com- 
monly in  nae,  that  it  is  used  with  anea  perfect  facility  as  to  prevent  fatina  ; 
and,  w1m(  I  mus(  admit,  that  it  is  not  liable  to  be  broken.    1  have  eareratly 

'  Nor  b  tbe  greit  tsajt*  of  tha  iodbta  s  sllgfil  objeotioa  to  thb  mMbad.  The  lotbor 
alatas  that  in  tba  nae  of  Ibe  anrstoiv  "sboal  ail  druna  of  tbe  lipotora  of  iodine  wiU 
ba  evaporslad  in  an  boor ;  and  wbea  ha  has  it  at  work,  ■■  bs  savs,  *■  flvai  a'fbtlo 
iwBiva  hoars  oat  oribe  twaDtv.fonr,"  it  would  Iwot  no  smsU  Ksh  of  Mpeaasi  amflejad 
b  a  BbaiilaUa  inrtiiniin ! 
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enintD«d  the  ■cikm  of  ibii  iofaalu,  ud  moat  tak*  ibe  liberty  of  oflerinc  tbe 
following  eriticiim,  Tlie  iDgrest  tabe  not  dipping  into  the  water,  the  Tmh 
aimospherical  air  which  eniera  when  the  patient  iahatei,  eaniiai  be  more 
than  slightly  impregnated  ;  and  aa;  one  makiog  B  comparatifa  trial  with 
the  glaii  iuhaler,  is  at  ODt%  made  senaibte  of  the  great  difference  in  the 
■treogth  of  the  inhslation,  from  equal  quaatjitet  of  the  ingredieiiti  tited.  In- 
deed this  great  defect  in  the  constmetion  of  the  app«r«ltis  will  apviy  to  mvj 
kind  uf  medication  of  the  water.  Ai  regarda  the  ate  of  iodine  and  ehloriae, 
the  objection  of  the  metallic  naiore  of  thia  inhaler  ii  a  fatal  one.  1  find  thai 
an  action  immediately  takea  place  between  tbeaepecaliarmedieinMand  the 
tin,  which  weakens  their  propertiea  Terr  <wniidcr«bly.  With  the  requiaits 
alteratioai  in  the  ingrMi  lube,  this  wiH  be  rendered  «  rery  Dsefnl  inhaler, 
when  it  is  desired  to  employ  herbs,  orgnms;  water  of  a  higher  lemperaiare 
than  1S!0°  bring  miied  with  sucb  artielea  to  bring  ont  their  rolattle  ^Dci- 
ples ;  althoDgh  the  patient  ahould  wail  the  reduction  of  such  temperalnre  to 
the  proper  degree,  or  he  would  be  injured  by  (be  direct  applieali(»i  of  to 
much  heat  to  the  sensible  surface  of  the  air  passages. 

I  have  Dot  been  able  to  pnrsnade  myselfof  theadTaDtu|e  of  the  eieacsDl- 
shaped  month-piece  in  Dr.  Hnrwood's  inhaler,  orer  th«  uitened  one  of  tb« 
glass  tube. 

With  a  well  conatrueted  glMS  inhaler  1  find  all  (he  satisfaction  I  can  de- 
sire. Tbe  boKle  should  be  large,  and  the  tubes  capaeiou*.  The  one  issn- 
iog  from  the  bottle  should  be  upright,  passing  off  in  a  gradual  alight  eorre, 
so  that  the  raponr  shall  not  be  much  cooled  in  tbe  coorse  of  its  progress  ; 
the  ingress  tube  should  dip  very  near  to  the  bottom  of  the  bottle,  that  all  (he 
air  so  introduced  may  reccire  impregnation.  The  patient  must  be  desired 
to  inbale  by  using  at  the  same  time  suction  aud  a  pretty  fall  iDS(>iiatioii, 
then  to  drop  tbe  under  lip  from  the  moutb-piece  and  make  a  free  expiration ; 
so  eonduciing  tbe  prooes*  by  pausing,  and,  if  he  like,  little  suspensioDSj  in 
order  ihat  he  maj  not  expetience  any  of  the  fatigue,  which  would  certaiplT 
happen  if  breathing  quickly,  or  using  on  inhaler  with  tmall  tQbes,or  with 
too  much  water  in  the  bottle. 

A  little  practice  also  improres  the  power  of  the  respiratory  moicles  ao 
thai  any  Ihlle  di£Sculty,  which  mar  by  possibility  be  felt  at  tbe  first  by  ■ 
rery  delicate  and  nervous  indiridual,  ia  aoon  overcome.  When  care  is  used 
to  prepare  the  inhaler  propeily,  the  accident  of  fracture  ia  easily  natded 
against.  With  respect  to  the  loflueace  of  other  medieines  used  in  this  way 
or  inbalation,  I  beg  to  refer  tbe  reader  who  is  curious  on  ihe  sobject,  to  the 
second  edition  of  my  cases  in  illustration. 

Thns  I  hope  to  bave  made  a  useful  addition  lo  my  forqier  statements  of 
the  importance  of  the  inhalation  of  iodine  and  cooium  in  tubercntar  phlbi- 
aii,  as  constituting  one  most  valuable  part  of  the  systematic  plan  of  treat- 
ment which  I  recommend  ;  and  if  1  should  ever  have  appeared  lo  speak  of 
it  as  the  sole  and  exclusive  remedy  to  be  employed,  ana  to  be  osed  empiri- 
cally, I  bave  not  done  justice  to  myself,  and  to  my  enlarged  views  of  the 
pathology  and  treatment  of  conuroption. 

Did  I  not  feel  the  necessity  of  restricting  mrself  in  the  discussion  of  my 
■object  in  Ibis  letter,  1  eonld  much  increase  the  evidence  of  the  success  of 
the  treatment  which  I  wish  to  advocate,  by  tbe  relation  of  numerous  cases 
of  great  amendment,  or  recovery,  from  tubercnlar  phthisis  in  its  different 
stages.  1  might  also  bring  forward  instances  of  relief  and  cure  of  various 
eondilions  of  tracheal  and  bronchial  disease,  effeoied  by  moans  of  inhalation 
and  eumbined  treatmenL 

1  will,  bowever.  now  conclude  by  observing,  ia  the  language  of  tbe  poet, 
lo  ihe  enemy  of  the  iabaUiig  pra^ica,  if  such  there  abonld  continue  to  be. 


In  (he  treatment  of  tnbercplar  phthisis,  so  much  the  moat  murlal  of  aU 
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iiteMM,  DO  von  seed  apprelwDd  ihM  Im  shall  *dd  nDwenurilr  to  his 
mMu  or  gi*iDg  relief. 

i  tm,  air,  your  ob«di«Bt  Mivaoi, 

Cti AU.U  BcODAMoaa. 
H?Mf>ai«  trtO,  POk  %  1S40. 


A«T.  IL— ON  THE  INFLUBNCB  OP  OXTOEN  IN  VARIOUS  PHT- 
SIOLOOICAL  ACTS. 

n  WILLUM  B.  WALLACE,  M.  D. 

LAWMNtkwi.  KMMekr.  Muefe  W,  WM. 

~Dr.  R.  DungliMon.-^ 

Sir, — as  a  conatant  reader  of  four  rery  raluable  periodical,  to  which  mjr 
partner  Dr.  Dedroan,  ot  ihtt  place,  ia  a  subscriber,  I  hare  looked  with  inler- 
•si  in  it  to  eee  tome  treatiae  oa  the  defectire  and  excesiire  aeration  of  the 
hlood,  ea  connaeted  with  the  pathok^y  of  diaeaae.  Uy  aileniion  wai  firat 
called  to  this  aubjrct  in  DOticlBg  the  aiiloDiahiDg  iocrease  of  roascalar  power 
which  ia  produced  hy  the  voluntary  iaepiralioo  of  the  largeat  quantity  offtir 
which  the  lon^  will  contain.  It  ia  tested  in  Hrtlag  heavy  bodiei,  sach  aa 
thai  of  a  full  sized  man.  The  person  to*be  lifted  will  place  himself  in  a 
■horizontal  poaliton,  and  two  men,  one  on  each  side,  will  endeevaur  to  raise 
the  body  in  (he  nsnal  nianner,  or  without  infiatiDg  the  luaga.  They  will 
fiod  thai  it  requires  a  coasiderable  exertion.  Then,  at  a  given  aignal,  each 
lifter  will  simultBDeoasly  inspire  as  much  atr  as  the  lungs  can  contain,  and 
after  breathing  repeat  the  process  twice.  At  the  last  expiration,  by  precon- 
cerled  signal.  They  will  endeavour  to  lift  the  body  on  the  poinla  of  their 
_finger*;  and  it  will  generally  he  raised  with  neatly  ts  much  ease  at  a  body 
not  weighing  one  fourth  of  its  weight  lifted  id  the  coMomary  manner.  To 
the  complete  success  of  the  experiment,  it  will  he  proper  for  the  liftera  to 
place  their  flugera  iti  positions  most  suitable  to  balance  the  body,  and  the 

Kisoq  lined  to  exert  the  extensor  muscles  to  prevenf  Beiion  of  the  limb*, 
this  manner  I  have  seen  the  body  of  a  man  weighing  two  hundred 
pounds,  lifted  with  ease,  long  before  Sir  David  Brewste^s  letter  to  Sir  Wal- 
ler Bcotl  on  this  subject,  in  which  that  learned  chemist  f  to  the  disgrace  of 
philosophy)  clasaei  the  experiment  among  his  cases  of  "  natural  magic," 
or,  as  I  understand  him,  a  phenomenon  inexplicable  on  philosophical  ptln- 
ciples.  In  delivering  a  course  of  lectures  at  Dajiton,  in  Ohio,  I  ventured  to 
explain  this  "  natural  magi^'  illosion,  by  assuming  that  the  great  ease  with 
which  the  body  was  liAed,  wa*  occasioned  by  ibe  stimulating  effects  of  the 
increased  qusnlity  of  oxygen  imbibed  by  the  blood,  and  acting  directly  on 
ihe  brain  and  nervous  sysiein — thn*  increasing  pn^rtlooallT  the  mnsctilar 
power.  A  gentleman  present,  who,  perhaps,  like  Brewster  and  Scott,  had  t 
penchant  for  Ihe  marvellous,  objected  lo  the  theory,  and  insisted  that  to  the 
success  of  the  experiment,  it  was  necessary  that  the  person  lifted  should 
also  make  full  inspirationa.  Some  of  the  geoilemea  then  tested  the  princi- 
ple by  lifting'  inanimate  substances,  and  found  the  effects  of  increased  respl- 
ntion  equally  remarkable  io  thoM  easea. 

_  When  we  reason  by  analogy,  on  the  remarkablr  sudden  and  almost  «n- 
tire  deprivation  of  muscular  power  observable  in  tnoae  who  descend  into  an 
atmosphere  of  carhuretiedliydri^;rn,[r]  which  is  sometimes  found  in  thabot- 
"-"-  -'  — "i,  *c.,  and  by  which  the  system  is  deprived  of  the  necessary 


•timalus  of  oxygen,  it  seems  to  me  a  matter  of  no  astonishment  that  when, 
'  by  a  rolontary  increase  of  respitation,  four  or  five  times  the  usual  quantify 
«  air  ia  inhaled,  and  the  imbibition  of  oxygen  thereby  proporiionalJy  in- 
creased, that  ihera  abosld  be  a  corresponding  increase  of  iia  ttimulatinf 
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soiu  who  are  about  to  make  way  great  mutculai  effort,  as  in  liHiog,  &c<, . 
TolDDtarity  make  a  full  iDspiriiion  before  the  esertioa.  I  will  merelv  add, 
(hat  by  roluularily  increased  (espiralion  the  ptodttction  of  aDiinal  heal 
teems  to  be  also  inereaHd,  as  I  bare  onen  in  reiy  cold  weatberwbiUtlf  iDg 
in  bed  practised  it  tuccessfullr  for  this  purpose.  i 

As  tne  subjeeis  to  which  these  hints  relate  have  not  been  treated  on  by 
an;  authors  whose  works  have  come  under  mjr  obserTation,  I  have  thought 
proper  to  make  them,  from  a  desire  that  others,  more  competeDt  than  niTielf 
to  inreaiigate,  may  be  ioduced  to  direct  Ibeir  attention  to  ibis  unexplored 
field  of  philosophical  research,  and  am  very  lespectfulfy  your  obedient 
•errant. 

WuxiAH  B.  ViuAA.c%, 

[The'rabjcets,  to  wbJcb  our  correspondent  attracts  attention  in  the  pre- 
ceding paper,  have  received  mwe  BtteniioD  than  he  is  aware  of.  The  ex- 
periment of  raising  the  bunsan,  or  any  JDanimate  body  on  the  tips  of  ib« 
fingers,  by  a  joint  and  timtiltaiieoas  effort,  wu  tried,  years  ago,  roost  pfailo- 
Mphieally  in  this  city,  and  it  was  clearly  ahowa,  that  nnscnlar  or  animate 
fbrce  was  not  necessary  for  the  result ;  bnt  that  it  could  b«  prodoced  equal- 
ly well  when  a  simollaneoas  effort  was  made  by  aay  of  the  ordinary  inani* 
mate  mechanical  powers.  It  wm  but  requisite  that  they  should  be  esm«d 
together,  and  at  once,  id  order  that  surprise  should  be  elicited  as  to  the  com- 
paratiTcly  trifiing  amonnl  of  force  that  was  demanded.  We  do  not  think, 
that  Dr.  Wellaee's  hypothesis  of  the  power-cam m no ic sting  influeuce  of 
oiygen  will  stand  the  test  of  examinatioa.  We  take  in  a  full  iniipifation  to 
fix  the  chest,  before  we  make  use  of  eierlloD  with  the  mnscles  that  arise 
fron  it  and  pus  lo  the  arm.  Tbesa  matters,  however,  as  well  as  the  infla- 
ence  of  respirMioa  on  calorification,  out  correspondent  will  find  discussed  in 
.  Ike  second  Tolome  of  the  Editor's  "  Human  PhysloloKy." 

We  may  tdd,  by  the  way~,  that  Sir  David  Brewster  meant  by  "  NatDral 
Magic,"  not  "a  phenomenon  inexplicable  on  philosophical  ptineiples,"  but 
one  vhich,  seenung  to  be  magicaJ,  i»  explicable  on  those  principles.— Eo.] 


BIBUOaRAPHICAL  NOTICES. 

Report  of  the  State  Lamatic  Atytum  at  Woree$ter,  Matt.* 
The  whole  of  this  report  haa  the  same  excellencies  that  were  posactaed 
ky  its  predecessors ;  and  its  perutal  renews  oar  regrets  that  Pennsylvania 
ii  not  yet  possessed  of  so  admirable  an  institution  as  the  one  from  which  it 
emanates.  Dr.  Woodward  deserves  great  credit  for  his  abU  annoal  contri- 
butions to  the  official  reports,  and  for  the  zeal  and  intelligence  which  they 
exhibit  him  to  possess  as  the  medical  soperiDlcndeot.  We  feel  stttsfied, 
however,  that  bis  notions  in  regard  lo  the  causes  of  inssniiy  are  Dot  as  his- 
torically nccuTBte  as  fae  conceives  them  to  be;  sod  that  loo  extensive  an 
agency  is  assigned  to  one  aectel  vice,  on  which  we  had  occasion  to  express 
ear  aentiments  in  the  2d  volume  of  the  "  Intelligencer,"  p.  340. 
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Th«  taUn  «0Bteiaed  in  lb«  report  Iwfbr*  «■  an  Uflilr  intaiMting.  I| 
ttVt*  lii.  418  cues  an  recorded  as  baring  been  admitted  before  inMoitr  bad 
cooiiaaed  one  jfear~ot  thete,  370  or  aearlf  9  ia  10  hare  recovered;  48 
failed  to  raeorer  ;  34  remaia  in  the  hotpital,  aad  17  hare  died. 

There  bare  been  in  tbe  biwpital  161  caaea — ot  daratioa  bom  one  to  ttm 
yaara;  of  ibeae,  90  bava  recATered  or  aie  onnble,  aad  64  jMira  fiuM  I*  !•• 
corar,  or  ba*«  died. 

Tbere  bare  been  411  easM  in  -which  (he  diteave  bad  existed  mere  than 
tvo  years  i  of  these,  73  bars  recorered;  aad  lasElr,  of  247,  who  had  b«en 
lAsaae  orer^«  years,  aaly  19  racorcied. 

Table  xir.  exhibits  the  nalookad  for  fact,  that  ia  this  iaatitittioci  thoaa  ever 
40  years  of  age  recorercd  in  greater  proportioo  than  those  nader  40. 

Table  xri.cstinites  the  namber  of  eases  of  insanity  induced  by  intempes- 
aaca  at  seven  and  a  quarter  per  cent. 

TaUe  xrii.  is  inlnetting,  aad  ita  object  will  be  bsma  is  mind,  we  trust,  ia 
bum.  The  ieBaaace  of  the  moea  on  the  iasaM  wa  iCfMd  la  he  a  HMt 
fopolar  sapersliinii,  aad  aa  soeb  bar*  always  deaoBBced  it.  (ElencaU  Of 
Hygiene,  p.  ISa  Philad.,  1835.)  Dr.  Woodward's  resalis — to  use  his  owB 
laocuage— "  are  far  from  ealablithiog  the  coinmoD  ofuaioa,  that  exoiteracsu 
come  at  the  full  mooo." 

Pnf.  T.  D.  Moa^fft  AMreu  to  tKe  JIftJfeai  Cfradmate*^  TramgtMmla 

XMvertU]/. 
Tke  raledktory  of  Prof.  Hitchcll  is  appropriata ;  a«d  taaoy  of  Us  inool- 
cations  are  eminently  worthy  of  being  treasond  op  by  his  yonag  aoditers. 
The  profMsioa  (o  which  we  belong  is  elevated  and  noble ;  how  mnch  re- 
spoMibiliiy  rests  upon  its  members  not  to  sally  its  &ir  banner;  yat  how 
ol^n  hare  we  to  deplore  the  obliqoities  of  saaae  <^  them.  Nor  is  this  eor- 
pTisiog.  The  portals  of  tite  pttrfcsaioDat  ediSee  are  wide  and  the  entraaoe 
easy — loo  easy.  Many  ill-edneated — we  nse  the  term  in  tbe  enlarged  seose— 
inditiduals  are  cooseqaeotly  admitted ;  and  liberal  and  liberalizing  as  ia  the 
atody  and  practice  of  oor  catliikf ,  it  cannot  make  amends  for  deScienciei  of 
early  bteediog,  prevent  the  inenrsiaa  of  M«bariteUeaeao,  or  eoneet  deep- 
dyed  moral  oUiqailiea.  It  was  jodieloos,  however,  ia  Profeaaor  Mitohell  to 
attraet  tbe  alteation  of  bis  bearers  to  this  impotttDt  topic.  ' 

"  GeotleoieB,  yon  are  Dot  aboot  to  mingle  with  the  worid,  aa  physioiaH 
only,  bai  also  as  members  of  eoeiely  ;  aaid  I  feel  il  to  be  my  dolr  u  areaa 
npM  yon,  in  the  tMird  place,  Me  friat  imporUmc»  of  tttahkakad  amd  cor- 
rect frmeiplee  of  action.  I  an  aware,  that  too  manj  graduafea  in  madV 
ciae,  place  a  low  eaiimale  o»  moral  taetiea ;  but  you  may  rest  assured,  that 
the  right  obeervance  of  these  is  caaeatial  to  your  (roe  reapeetability,  in  ereir 
civilised  commaaily.  It  eaa  hardly  be  cxMCied,  thai  oor  profession  will 
ever  be  wiihoot  bear*,  aad  bvenas,  to  provoke  tbe  odium  ami  slaada  of  At 
oeassfioos.  fiat  this  ehoold  never  be  allowed  to  detogaia,  in  (be  leatl^ 
from  (be  impoitaneeof  ibose  Waita,  which  dignify  the  poesessor  and  blsm 
•eaiety,  1  weeM  faitt  impMsa  upon  you,  as  a  truth,  not  (o  be  nallibd  bf 
the  hpeeof  time,  that  eacn  one  M  TOO,  will  be  jut  what  yew  prijieiplea  m 
•Btioa  shall  make  rmi;  Thoaa,  aM  iheaa  aloe^  will  stamp  yow  abanwM^ 
iadeHUy ;  (hey  wUl  aaove  every  purpose,  guide  evny  step,  Uess  or  eorae. 
Tea  aaanoi  be  ignorant,  that  nine  tentha  of  tbe  discord  «M  strife  prevalent 
is  tbe  medical  profession,  in  all  countries,  is  the  fmit  of  base  principles  of 
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action,  md  it  h  dierefora  of  tbe  lul  inportancp,  that  jtm  >e«dtT«  to  ilan  in 
the  race,  for  hoDOiiiaU«  soceeu,  ondei  tbe  guidaoee  of  joat  aod  proper 
Ti«ws.  Th«  moat  falnable  of  tbeie,  1  hold  to  be,  an  UDflinchiiig  adberanc* 
lo  moral  rectitude  aod  datf , 

"  A  distioguished  writer  obaervei,  that '  the  principlfl  of  tinfietding  recti- 
tode  ia  commended  by  the  fact,  that  it  is  of  invariiAle  and  ftnivergal  ap- 
flUation.  It  chaogea  not  with  limca  and  eircunHianeea  ;  it  tb«  aame  jea- 
terday,  to-day  aad  IbrcTer.  It  ezteads  to  all  beingi,  to  all  actions ;  bia4m 
the  beggar  and  the  prinec,  tb«  man  of  learning  and  thv  illiteTaie.  Nor  ia  ii 
a  rule  BO  difficult  of  obseTTlace,  aa  many  suppose' 

"To  know  what  is  ri^ht,  ia,  id  nineieeo  cases  out  of  twenty,  by  no  itoeans 
didScuk ;  bat  the  temporising  mao  Soda  it  exceedingly  p«rp)ezing,  lo  decide 
what  will  beat  promote  present  interest  or  poporarity.  False  principle* 
nraly  feil  to  iihoItc  their  possessor  in  peiiloDs  siraita,  from  which  hia  in- 
geanity  and  maaagement  do  not  always  eiiricate  him.  His  path  becomes, 
every  day,  darker  and  more  tortuous,  and  his  life  is  a  coostsut  state  of  bqs- 
picion  and  apprehension.  Conscious  Of  his  own  aberrations,  and  tbe  gla- 
ring obliquity  of  hit  moral  sense ;  aware  that  habit  has  made  it  a  kind  of 
Noond  nature  for  bim  to  miareprelent,  and  give  a  false  colouring  to  every 
■tory,  and  stung  to  the  aoni  with  a  ocmviclion  that  he  is  held  to  be  void  wT 
integrity,  he  seeks  relief  from  |he  upbraidiogs  of  conscience,  by  inceasant 
eSbrta  to  impogn  the  motives  of  otiiers,  and  lo  itain  their  characters  with 
the  pecnliar  dve  of  his  own.  And  altboogh  such  individuals  do  seem,  oc- 
euionajly,  to  be  successful,  in  accomplishing  their  porposea,  yet  truth  will 
>ot  bear  concealment  long;  and,  bnrating  out  at  length  like  tbe  swelling 
torrent,  drives  before  it  the  worthless  and  the  vile,  and  ac«tm«-iheir  roaebi- 
nalloos  to  the  winds.  Such,  gentlemen,  are  the  persons  who  are  perpetnally 
ditturbine  the  tranquillity  of  our  profession,  and  their  derelieiion  is  always 
the  resuU  of  a  gradual,  bnl  continued  deparlnrc  from  the  straight  path  of 
nontl  reeliiods. 
,  "  How  different  ia  tbe  man,  who  aims  at  the  strictest  moral  bonesty  I  To 
bend  his  principles  to  hit  interest,  never  enters  into  his  calculations  and 
forms  no  part  of  his  policy.  His  course  is  straight  forward,  open,  plain  ; 
and  when  once  fnllf  convinced  of  the  path  of  doty,  he  swerves  not,  ibiongh 
feai  at  eoose<|oeoces,'bat  comes  up  fearlessly  to  the  mark,  with  an  honest 
froat  and  a  fixedness  of.  purpose,  that  cannot  be  intimidaied. — And,  what 
though,  for  a  season,  he  be  less  successful  in  business  than  his  unprincipled 
neigbbonr,  whose  code  of  morals  is  sufficienilv  pliable,  to  suit  the  entire 
range  of  character  around  bim  I  Suppose  the  latter  scruples  not  to  violate 
llie  dictates  of  consctence,  to  trample  on  the  niles  of  honesty,  and  to  laugh 
at  the  idea  of  fair  dealing,  and  as  a  result  to  attain  wealth  and  distinction ; 
idmit  it  all.  But  mark  the  real  estimate  of  bis  character  anwtig  the  viKu- 
ona,  and  calculate,  if  voo  please,  how  much  peace  of  mind  he  enjoys.  Hia 
pillow,  perhaps,  ia  full  of  ihorns;  it  may  be,  that  his  children  grow  op  to 
cvrae  bim,  and  nis  ill-gotten  riches  prove  hi*  rain. 

"BeesMired,  gentlemen,  that  if  strict  integrity  be  not  always  the  shortest 
war  to  success  and  respectability,  it  is  ever  tbe  most  certain,  the  hai)pieat 
ana  best  He  who  makes  unbending  reciitade  bis  motto,  may  experience 
difficulty  in  bit  efforts  to  ^t  business,  in  tbe  midst  of  dishonest  competitora 
and  rivals.  But,  mark  hia  coarse ;  thoti^gh  slow  in  ascending  the  ragged 
Meep,  he  gains,  at  length,  tbe  lofty  summit.  Aroand  him  gather  the  warm- 
eat  pairoQs.  the  most  subetantial  friends,  and  he  rites  steadily  in  the  confi- 
dence of  all  who  know  him.  Nor  is  this  all.  He  respects  himself,  for  he 
hat  a  eoBMience  void  of  ofienee.  He  feels  thai  tbe  moiivei  by  which  be 
it  fovtraed,  are  right  and  lafe ;  end  he  escapes  the  self-degradation  whiah 
ibe  anpiinetpled  man,  sooner  ot  later,  realizes  as  the  consequeuce  of  hia 
onwoTlhy  coortc.  And  if  be  &il  to  accumulste  a  tat^e  fortune,  he  feels  that 
he  has  gained  a  more  aubaiantial  portion.   For  while  it  continaea  to  ba  trae, 
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that  riches  Uke  to  ikenaerei  wing*  ind  ftr  *'ff>  ■'  ■*  ^VuHy  ceriain,  that 
''      Mth  or  tb«  jn*t  man  i»  like  lb«  dawning  light,  that  abiDea  bighter  and 
'  r,  lilt  the  iplendonr  of  perfect  dajr  boHla  apoa  it." 


the  path  ol 
hrighter,  li 


UIBCBLLANBOUS  NOTICBB. 

Clarendon  Sprittgt,  Ft.— A  pamphlet,  b^  Dr.  Joaeph  A.  Oalliip,'  drawa 
•tteDtioD  to  those  sprioga,  Khicb  are  aitnalc  in  the  town  of  CUrendoo,  Rut- 
land conntjr.  Their  compoaiiion,  a«  giren  bj  Ur.  Uapci,  of  Roxhnry,  ia  aa 
felloira — carbonic  acid  gaa,  azote,  earitoaata  of  Lima,  narintfl  of  liate,  aal- 
phale  of  aoda,  and  tulpbate  of  magneaia— the  taliae  natter  being  oalf  S.7S 
gt.  in  the  gallon.  The;  are  admitted  to  **  contain  no  BcnaiUe  properties  orer 
ibose  of  other  simple,  pleasant  watera."  A  ttial  of  these  "gaaeova  waters" 
ia  SQggesled  bf  Dr.  Oalhip  in  phibisia  polmonalfs,  and  in  the  slow  typhoid 
ferer  of  the  region  "  and  of  Europe  1"  We  doubt  not,  that  if  patienta, 
labouring  under  rarioua  ehroaic  ailments,  were  a«n(  to  the  springe,  thai 
good  effects  might  result,  but  a  ((ueslion  might  itill  atiaa  aa  lo  whethei  aar 
portion  of  the  benefit  was  owing  lo  the  waters. 

TVonaylwinta  Vnivertity,— Medical  DtpttrtmttUj—HhK  annual  a>- 
Douncement  conMins  the  namea  «f  2S7  ttndenia ;  of  wkaaa  117  were  fton 
KeaaKkjr ;  3S  from  Tennesaee ;  35  fr^m  Alabaaoa ;  13  from  Oeorgia ;  10 
from  South  Carolina ;  12  from  Mtsaissippi ;  8  from  Indiana ;  7  from  His- 
BOUii  i  7  from  Ohio ;  9  from  Ttrginia  ;  3  from  North  Carolina  ;  3  from  Illi- 
noil ;  3  from  PeDDsrlrania ;  3  from  Louiaiana  ;  2  from  New  York ;  1  from 
Uaiyland;  1  from  Michigan;  J.  from  Wisconsin;  1  from  Ajkaaaas ;  aitd  1 
fn>m  Texas. 

The  nvmber  of  graduates  aithc  last  con maBcameni  waa  69. 

Notwilhslanding  the  new  and  flourishing  school  at  LooisTille,  Ihe  atudcata 
in  atiendance  ibis  year  at  the  Transy Irania  Medical  School  are  mora  nit- 
merons  than  they  haTc  been  ainca  tha  ssaaion  1336-6. 

Medical  College  of  South  Carolina.— Tkit  prosperous  inatttutiob  nnm- 
bered  IMatndents,  doting  the  laatseaaioa,  of  whom  133  were  from  thestatoof 
Sooth  Carolina;  39  from  Oeorgia;  15  from  North  Carolina  ;  11  from  AU- 
bama  ;  1  from  Mieaisaippi ;  1  from  Florida,  and  I  from  Virginin. 

Tha  number  of  graduates  waa  66. 

Vnirertilf  of  PemuTflvania. — Medical  Departwtent, — The  utmbei  of 
malrieolatea  was  44i ;  of  whom  S4  were  from  Alabama ;  1  ftom  Ihe  Britiak 
Provinces ;  2  from  the  District  of  Colnmbia ;  7  from  Delaware ;  17  from 
Georgia ;  S  from  Ireland ;  1  from  Illinois ;  2  from  Indiana ;  S  from  Ken- 
lock} ;  6  from  Iiouiaiana  ;  12  from  Marylaod  ;  7  from  Miaaissippi ;  S  from 
Missouri;  S  from  New  England;  18  from  New  Jeraefj  IS  from  N.  York; 

'  ObnmtiaDi  made  daring  a  vlut  to  tlie  CUrendoo  Bprings,  Vt,  In  rehtion  to  thrir 

'—  ud  propenwa,  in  a  nrt  of  Jnleand  AagoM,  1839.    Wii^ananalnlaof  tha 

B7JoaephA.OaIhip,H.Ih    eTo.p^l4.    Winter,  1840. 
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U  (ran  N.  Cirotiia ;  6  from  Ohio;  U  from  PewMflTUM ;  fiC  fram  PUIa- 
ddphia;  9  from  8.  Ctroltna;  SO-from  Tcbdcmm;  111  from  Virginu;  1 
ftom  W«it  Indin,  arid  3  from  England. 
Tb«  Bomtwr  of  gradgates  wat  163. 

Spirit  of  T^rpmfMM  fit  Mfu.*— Mr.  Arnott  ttrpnglf  recommend*  the 
internal  admiauirttion  ot  the  wirit  of  turpentine  in  inlit,  after  rhe  mor* 
active  inABiiimalor]r  ajrmptom*  hare  been  reduced  bf  bleeding  and  tartar 
wueiic  Tbi*  remedy  be  bat  found  to  succeed  in  curiDS  the  diseaie  when 
mercBTv  and  Ibe  MriciCBt  aotipblogittic  regimen  had  failed.  The  ipirtt  of 
tDTpenllne  waa  administered,  ai  Tecommeuded  br  Mr.  Hagb  Carmiebael,  im 
MnaUioD,  in  Ibe  doie  of  a  dram  ibree  limea  a  arty ;  and  the  onljr  objecUoa 
to  the  MDptojrment  of  the  remedy  wa«  the  difficnllf  or  even  impoMibiltl)r  of 
some  atomncbs  retaining  it  b«fond  a  certain  langth  of  time.  Tbi*,  bow< 
ever,  might  b«  obTiated  b;  diminishing  each  dote,  but  increasing  their 
freqnenef. 


BOOKS  RSCEITSD. 

From  Proftuor  AfUcAeU.— Aonnat  annoDncement  of  the  Medical  De- 
partment of  Trantylvania  Uairenitf,  coDlaining  the  Circular  for  the  en- 
■DtagMHion;  tb«eatalogneof  pnpil*,nn'd  the  graduating  elaaa,  for  1SS(M(^ 
aad  Iht  valedietoir  deliTarad  to  ibfl  gt«dnam  oa  the  day  of  CommaBceoMBt. 
8to.  pp.  38.    LcnagtOB,  Kt.,  1S40. 

Fnm  Ike  AuAor.—h.^  Inquirr  concerning  the  diseaaes  and  function*  of 
the  Brain,  the  Spinal  Cord,  and  the  Ncttc*.  Bt  Amatiah  Brigfaam,  M.  D. 
ISmo.  pp.  337.    New  York,  1B40. 

Frwti  the  AmlAor. — ObserTatton*  made  during  a  viait  to  the  ClarenAiB 
Bpringa,  Tl,  in  relation  to  their  character  and  propeiijes,  in  a  pail  of  Joljr 
and  Augntt,  1639,  with  an  analjrtia  of  the  water*.  Br  Joteph  A.  Ghllap, 
H.  D.    Sro.  pp.  14.    Windior,  1840. 

From  the  Ait&or.—Aa  Addrea*  oh  American  Literature,  delirered  htton 
the  Pbilomathean  Society  of  Indiana  UniTerailr  at  it*  Aotiual  Commence- 
ment, Sept.  8&,  1839.  By  James  Conqum  Croaa,  M.  D.  Bro.  pp.  88. 
BloomingtoD,  1839. 

From  Pr^eatar  Benrg,  of  iVinceton.— Introdoctory  Lecture  before  rha 
Albanf  Medical  College,  delirered  Nov.  13,  1839.  By  Thomai  Hon,  M.  D., 
Professor  of  Institutes  of  Medicine.  Sro.  pp.  30.  Albany,  1839.  [Fw  a 
BiUiogtapbieal  notica  of  this,  see  the  last  roTane,  p.  314-1 

From  Pttf—90tJ.B.atdt,ofNeK  yor*.~Slateof  the  New  Torit  Hoa- 
pital,  and  Bloomingdale  Asylom,  for  the  yeat  1S39.  Svo.  yf.  20.  New 
York,  1840. 

from  the  Same.— Annual  Report  of  the  Interments  io  the  city  and  conn- 
ly  oTNew  York,  for  the  year  1839,  with  aecompanyiBg  remarks.  Ptaseated 
I^Wm.  A.  Walters,  City  Uipeettw.    Sva    New  York,  184a 
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Fat  lb*  A««ku  MMal  lalillliwlf. 

amt.  i— extensive  contraction  and  contortion  of 

THE  lower  extremities  IN  A  GROWN  PERSON,  SUC- 
CESSFULLY treated  by  division  of  the  contract- 
ed MUSCLES  AND  TENDONS. 

■T  U.BBKT  a.  WALTEB,  M.  ■».,  Or  PITTSBURS,  PA. 

Th«  OM  namied  below  it  a  Terr  cnrioui  odc,  sod  etn^ialj  »»ldtm  nci 
vilh.'  The  (DcceM  which  alWnded  the  operatioD — the  diruioo  of  maacles 
and  leodons — will  be  of  great  inieiest  to  ibe  profesaion  in  leoenl,  and  pat- 
ticolarljr  lo  ihose  who  are  cultivating  the  newly  ioTented  operation  of  Stroh- 
meter. 

Orthopedia  of  the  old  achool  and  its  principlei  bare  undergone  a  malarial 
rerormsiDce  Strobmever  aeol  forth  bii  experience,  to  which  aome  of  the  ad- 
TOcates  of  tliia  brBDcb  of  aurgerjr  at  fir&l  eolered  strong  objection*,  Bnwil- 
ling  either  to  invealigate  the  matter  in  i4ie  proper  ipirii,  or  to  pre  up  a  doc- 
trine handed  dowo  lo  tiieoi  fmca  the  oldeit  days  of  (urgery  With  aiilhoritiea 
anfficient  to  warrant  its  correctness.  But  a  few  year*  ezpericDRe,  based  on 
tme  pathological  and  phfsiological  principles,  esiabliihed  Sirobmeyei'a 
doctrine  beyond  all  doubt,  and  orthopedia  of  oui  forefaiben  is  sinking  to  the 
^rave  of  obliTioo,  over  which  a  new  and  ingeoioua  operaiioD  is  expanding 
lis  branches,  attended  with  a  aucceis  not  to  be  met  with  in  the  bislorr  of  any 
other  surgical  operaiion. 

A  few  years  more,  aod  this  opetaiioo,  the  rerjr  ornament  of  modern  aur- 
gerv,  will  be  fully  tested  ttod  appro7ed  by  the  profaHioa  of  every  coantrr, 
aad  even  the  advocates  of  orthoprdia  founded  on  mechanical  mean*,  will 
have  lo  abaodan  a  practice  which  has  been  seldom  if  ever  successful  in  ibeic 
hands,  and  lo  resort  to  the  skilful  use  of  the  koile — ihe  beat  and  moat  ap- 
jmived  orthopedial  iosliument. 

There  is  not  any  linman  tuffeiing,  except  the  loss  of  sight  or  the  dealroc- 
lion  of  parte  of  the  face,  more  homiltating  and  distreasing,  which  claims  a 
greater  share  of  sympathy  for  the  unfoitunate  sufferer,  and  for  which  relief 
IS  oflener  demanded  from  the  profession^  than  that  of  deformitiea ;  and  Iha 
benefii  the  communily  is  now  deriving  from  a  simple  and  expedient  opera- 
tion ii  incalculable,  and  extending  over  Ihe  world. 

Dieffenbach'a  experience  i*,  I  presume,  the  largest  with  respect  to  ihia 
Dew  operaiioQ  ;  for  in  a  letter  I  received  some  poniht  ago  from  him,  ha 
atated,  thai  in  Ihe  course  of  a  few  years  he  had  col  more  than  three  hundred 
leodon*  and  muscle*,  and  has  realoied  penoos  a*  useful  members  t«  aociety, 
who  had  been  considered  lost  to  it  for  ever. 

My  experience  in  thit  branch  of  surgery,  inwkoae  JOTcaligatioa  wad  cald- 
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fttioD  1  take  ■  particular  delight,  cooriDces  me  that  cTery  deforait;  merely 
•ependingon  muicular  coo  tract  ion  is  remediable;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that 
even  nld  eateg  oj  luxation  of  the  humerus  and  mme  other  joinli  might  atl- 
^1  of  beJDg  reduced  by  the  division  of  the  contracted  mvtclet,  which  while 
cODIracled  are  oflea  the  only  cause  that  mFchanical  mnns  are  of  no  avail. 
I  WBDl  to  be  understood,  howerer,  that  1  ipeak  only  hiatiDg  at  the  practica- 
bilihr  or  reducing  luiatioos  of  loDg  standing  by  ihe  preTioas  use  of  the 
knife.  Experience  does  not  yet  enable  me  to  give  any  decided  opinion,  but 
I  beliere  it  is  worthy  of  being  fairly  tried,  as  it  will  not  inflict  any  injury  on 
Ibe  palieuL  • 

I  lorend  to  give  a  full  history  of  this  case,  and  hope  I  will  be  excnsed  by 
Ike  professional  reader  for  its  minute  narration,  inasmuch  as  the  case  i>  one 
of  paramooot  interest. 

Frederick  Ferdinand  Hoeke,  glaas  cotter  by  trade,  bora  Aagast  19,  1811, 
ef  healthy  parents,  in  Schluesselburg,  od  tbc  river  Weser,  Prussia,  paased 
bis  infancy  without  any  sickness,  except  an  affection  of  scabjen,  for  which 
eiteroal  remedies  were  used.     But  when  arrived  at  the  age  when  children 

Cenerally  try  to  make  use  of  their  limbs,  he  appealed  lo  be  too  weak  to  uae 
is,  tboitgh  apparently  in  the  full  enjoyDieni  of  health.  Vaiioui  eilernal 
and  internal  remedies  along  with  mineral  baths  and  douche,  were  resorted 
to  in  succession  for  many  years  without  any  benefit,  for  he  remained  nnahle 
eKker  to  stand,  walk,  or  sit,  unsupported;  while  a  marked  cod  tract  ion  of  ibo 
•(doctor  muscles  in  inguine  and  of  Ibe  fleiores  io  popljie  took  plaee.  At 
Ibepgeof  six  years,  baths  of  the  boiled  intestines  of  the  calf  were  adminis- 
tered with  a  better  effect,  for  after  a  continued  use  of  them  the  patient  was 
able  to  sit  without  any  support,  and  to  walk  along  chairs  ;  and  when  seven 
years  old  be  could  go  on  cratches,  and  even  whli  a  cane  only,  for  a  short 
dulance.  To  prevent  the  increasing  contraction  in  inguine,  and  the  incli- 
■ation  of  the  thighs  to  cross  each  olhei,  riding  on  horseback  was  used,  but 
without  any  effect,  for  the  thighs  became  permanently  crossed,  the  knee* 
and  heels  contracied,  and  sitting  was  the  only  eomforUble  position  for  him. 
Bverjp  attempt  to  separate  the  thtebi  and  place  them  parallel  caused  violent 

Etlii  irj-the  lower  part  of  the  back  and  in  the  groins.  Sodden  jeikings  of 
is  lower  extremities  supervening  on  ihe  least  eicitenwni,  or  even  wfihooi 
Mcitement,  and  cramps  contracting  Ihe  knee  joints,  under  which  be  labonred 
Irom  rnlancy,  became  more  conspicuons  and  frequent, 

Walking  with  cmtches  was  pracileable  in  a  alight  degree  till  the  I6lh 
year  or  bis  igeialthoughibe  close  contact  of  the  knees  made  it  very  tedious, 
Frotn  thiatime^  however,  Hoete  gradually  lost  the  use  of  bis  extremities, 
and  rrom  the  20lh  year  walking  was  out  of  the  question  ;  voluntary  separa- 
tion of  the  thighs  could  not  be  effected,  and  the  knees  and  heels  contracted 
BBOre.  The  only  way  of  moving  about  was  by  throwing  forward  both  feet 
ai  a  time  while  sopponed  by  crutches. 

His  general  health  has  been  nndisiurbed,  though  a  furunculons  disposition 
aeems  to  be  pT*aeni,  and  every  sore  assumes  a  tedious  character  with  regard 
10  cicatrtsaiioQ.  All  roedicsl  practitioners  consulted  in  this  case  acreed 
■pan  some  derangement  of  the  nervous  system  being  the  cause  of  hfs  de- 
fcrmitv  i  yet  it  is  not  unlikely  that  the  contraction  of  the  muscles  existed 
wbeo  be  was  bom. 

-sJ^I""*'  •'o'e—Abont  a  year  ago  I  accidentally  met  this  patient  moving 
■bout  to  a  miMtable  and  pitiable  way  supported  by  his  crutches,  and  hsd  lo 
■jctnowledge  that  I  never  saw  a  more  wretched  deformity,  without  scareelv 
^loh.ngat  the  instant,  that  relief  might  .be  procured  by  surgical  means. 
Birock  with  the  misfortune  of  (he  poorsofferer,  I  could  not  help,  hv  repealed 
Mosideration,  entertaining  some  hope  of  remedying  his  deformity,  in  ease  it 
•bould  depend  merely  on  muscular  contraction,  and  the  ofienei  ray  mind 
waa  enraged  wiib  this  case,  the  more  I  became  convinced  of  the  practica- 
Mily  of  an  operation.    In  the  latter  part  of  last  year  I  called  on  the  patient 
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to  make  la  aecurare  examinaiion  or  fajs  caep,  Rod  fell  saiiiScd  of  lb«  pro- 
piiei]'  oroperatiDgon  him. 

My  patieni  ia  orhealthf  co.nstitutron,  dbttous  iFTuperBinent,  rather  slender 
make,  wrih  Ihe  eipreaMon  or  muscular  weakness,  or  tmall  size  of  body,  wilb 
(leai  disproportioD  beiween  ibe  ironk  and  lower  exrremiires,  the  latter  btiog 
naeh  shorler  in  consequpnce  tif  the  contracted  state  ol'  ibe  musclfs  in  tbe 
groios,  knee,  nod  foot  joints.  Hoeke  measures,  supported  by  his  crutches, 
only  four  feci  sii  inches.  The  eolumna  spioalis  is  perfectly  straight  in  the 
ereei  poaiiioo  vithoui  any  deriation  lo  either  side,  but  its  lower  pari  rorms 
a  cnrraiure  oulnardly  while  sitting,  which  disappears  when  standing.  Tbe 
kItis  and  ibe  bony  portions  of  the  lon'er  and  upper  eilretniiies  are  pn- 
leeily  naiaral.  The  muscular  system  is  weak  and  not  much  developc<l, 
presenting  more  the  rounded  form  of  tbe  female  than  ihe  fulness  of  the 
male.  Having  nerer  been  used  to  muscular  exercise,  be  bas  contracted  Tery 
bzy  habita.  Tbeie  is  an  abnormal  mobility  of  the  joints  of  his  fingers, 
which  be  is  able  to  bend  backwards,  owing  to  relaxation  of  the  ligamenia  of 
the  joiots.  His  intellectual  faenltiea  are  undisturbed,  tbe  organs  of  seosa- 
(ion  animpalred,  the  susceptibility  of  the  nervous  syMem  tathrr  increased. 
There  is  no  morbid  affectioo  in  the  ihnrai  and  abdomen  except  the  disposi- 
tion to  piles,  in  cons-tfueoce,  as  it  appears,  of  want  of  exercise.  The  spinal 
narrow  and  its  coverings  (ligamentous  as  well  as  osseous)  do  not  present 
any  morbid  condition,  so  far  as  a  careful  examination  enables  me  to  decide. 

The  muscles  of  the   lower  extremities  are  tat  and   wiihoul  *igpur,  (be 

fllntei  (bin  and  rigid.  Both  thighs  are  of  the  same  tbickoest.  Tbe  tefl 
emof  is  kept  constantly  crossed  over  the  right,  and  canool  be  removed  out 
of  this  position  by  the  patient,  either  while  standing  or  sitting,  or  by  ma- 
nual means.  Tbe  sartorius,  gracilis,  and  adductor  loii^us  muscle,  witn  (be 
baeia  lata  femoris,  are  very  much  contracted  and  rigid,  which  can  be  best 
observed  by  placin;  the  finger  on  Ihe  inner  side  of  each  groin.  Every  al- 
lenipt  at  removiog  the  lef>  femur  from  the  right,  bringins  both  on  a  level 
and  separating  them,  causes  great  pain  in  the  groin  audlower  part  of  the 
back,  and  produces  involuntary  jerkinrs  and  cramps  of  the  extremities, 
while  (be  thick  cord-like  contracted  adductor  longus  muscle  can  be  fell  on 
both  sides  of  the  groin  very  resisting.  In  consequence  of  this  muscular  con- 
inclion  (in  which  the  pelvic  muscles  also  appear  to  parlicipate),  the  femora 
are  kept  permanently  bent  on  the  pelvis,  and  the  thighs  cannot  be  extended. 
The  external  abdominal  muscles  are  likewise  contracted,  imparting  to  tha 
finger  the  feeling  of  a  board.  The  patient  is  able  to  move  the  leR  femur  at 
(be  hip  joint  in  a  slight  degree,  but  not  the  right,  which  after  bavtag  re- 
DMined  lor  many  years  bebind  the  other,  does  not  allow  of  any  motion  at 
Ibe  hip  joint,  but  IS  permaneoily  flexed  on  the  pelvis.  The  left  femur  can 
be  extended  by  mechanical  mean»,  but  not  the  right,  the  muscular  conirac- 
lion  in  the  groin  being  (he  strongest.  Tbe  patleai  never  lies  on  bis  back, 
bat  on  either  side,  wiib  the  kneea  drawn  Dp. 

Tbe  bones  of  the  kneejoint  are  perfect  and  natural,  tbe  muscular  con- 
traction is  very  strong.  The  joints  are  kept  heat  at  a  ri^ht  angle.  The 
moscles  in  tbe  ham  appear  tike  cords  on  each  side  of  the  joint,  u\c  patella 
•a  raited  and  does  not  admit  of  the  slightest  motion.  Boih  knee  jointa  are 
iRTerted,  (he  right  one  ihe  most,  representing  the  form  which  is  occasionally 
met  with  in  biacksmiihs.  The  patient  is  not  able  to  bead  Ihe  knee  joiDts, 
bat  does  so  with  bis  hands,  the  left  knee  allowing  of  a  meatet  degree  of 
Oezion  than  the  right.  When  an  attempt  is  made  to  extend  the  knee  joints, 
there  is  great  pain  felt  in  Ihe  sartorius,  gracilis,  semiiendinoaus,  seiDimem- 
bnnosus,  and  in  both  capita  of  tbe  biceps  (tmoris,  which  appear  like  (enae 
eortla.  In  consetiuence  of  the  unusual  retraction  of  tbe  patella,  the  nainral 
form  of  the  knee  joint  appeara  to  be  someubat  altered  and  flattened. 
Tbe  muscles  of  the  legs  are  wasted,  ihe  left  rooie  than  the  right,  owing 
the  corapreaaion  of  tbe  left  arieria  jwplitea,  in  consequence  of  tbe  croMed 


fo^^  of  tbe  femora,  and  nnuilion  being  thereby  impeded. 
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There  i>  do  deTiatioD  fiom  the  natanl  ntaodard  orseosibililr  and  oftem- 
perature  ID  the  extremiiies. 

The  feet  preaent  a  fair  specimeo  of  pei  Talgui  of  the  older  writers,  wbieh 
SeouteticD,  ID  his  Rdmirable  memoir  on  club-focn,  calls  very  properly  ererted 
dubrooi.  The  grastrocDemii  muscles  are  shorietied  by  coDirBCtion  more 
than  two  ioches,  aod  the  inaer  aide  of  the  sole  ooly  and  the  lips  of  the  loea 
(ouch  (he  ground.  The  musculi  peroneiste  also  contracted,  io  consequence 
of  which  the  exieroal  side  of  the  foul  is  raised  aod  the  fool  itself  everted. 
The  soles  of  the  feet  are  entirely  level,  without  the  natural  hollow  od  the 
ioside,  and  the  interoal  ankles  are  more  promioenl  than  usual. 

ray  of  progression,  by  ihtowiog  forwards  both  extremities  at  a  li 


while  aupporled  by  crutches,  is  eitremelT  tedious,  tiresome  aod  distressing. 
My  patient  was  subject  to  spasms  and  iavolonlary  jerkings  of  his  extre- 
mities from  his  childhood,  which  hare  rather  increased  iu  frequeocy.  but  not 


I  (lis  cniiunuuu,  wnica  uutc  luiiirr  iui:rcust:u  lu  irequruvji,  u 
Bily,  for  the  last  six  years,  and  have  obliged  him  to  keep  his  feet  very 
warm.  If  this  was  neglected,  spasms  afflicted  him  oftener  and  more  vio- 
lently. The  jerkings  of  his  limbs,  from  ivhicb  the  left  suffers  more  than 
the  right,  make  their  appearance  on  the  least  noise  or  slightest  excitement. 

A  careful  examiaation  of  this  interesting  case  proved  that  muscular  cod- 
traction  caused  this  pitiable  deformity,  aud  that  an  operation,  alihough  ex- 
tensive, would  restore  the  patient  to  the  use  of  his  limbs ;  and  encouraged 
by  the  success  which  attended  my  operations  on  aiiff  aod  coniracied  knees, 
wrj-oeck,  and  every  variety  of  deformed  feet,  I  eipreswed  to  my  palieni  an 
opinion  with  legard  to  the  probability  of  success,  aod  found  him  willing  to 
undergo  any  IrealmeDl  for  the  slightest  hope  of  relief. 

Without  entering  into  a  theoretWl  discussion,  whether  the  deformity  waa 
congenital  or  acr)uired  by  disease,  whether  there  was  any  organic  or  func- 
tional lesion  of  the  nervous  centres,  their  invesimeuis  or  of  the  peripherical 
serves,  to  which  could  be  attributed  the  subseouent  conlraction  ol  the  limbs  ; 
whether  there  was  a  chronic  irritation  of  the  muscles  of  the  exiremiliea 
which  caused  the  patboltwical  change,  or  a  morbid  innervaiion  of  the  ei- 
teoBor  and  abduclor  muscles — the  propriety  of  an  operation 
denied,  inasmuch  as  muscular  power,  though  impaired  fur  wai 
and  entire  sensibility  existed  in  the  deformed  limbs.  There  was  nu  ilispw- 
portion  between  the  lower  aod  upper  part  of  his  body,  except  thai  caused  by 
the  contraction  of  the  limbs.  It  appeared  to  me  thai  though  he  woiild  not  be 
able  to  walk  without  crutches  after  his  limbs  were  siraighieoed,  yet  iu  course 
of  time  and  by  frequcnf  exercise,  muscular  power  uiight  develope  itself 
more  fully^  and  crutches  could  be  gradually  dispensed  with.  Even  under 
the  snpposit ion,  that  he  never  would  gain  sufficient  strength  to  walk  without 
any  support,  feelings  of  humanity  and  commiseration  induced  me  to  operate 
OB  him  for  the  restoration  of  his  members,  while  oo  the  other  side  an  t^- 
nliou  skilfully  performed  could  not  do  him  the  least  harm. 

I  felt  convinced  thai  the  spastic  tnovcmenls  of  his  exttemiries,  having 
thair  origin  in  some  moibid  anection  of  the  nervous  system,  would  continue 
ader  the  operation,  but  this  should  not  be  urged  as  a  reason  lo  give  up  an 
operation  intended  to  remove  such  a  distressing  derormify.  It  might  also 
be  objected  that  the  continuance  of  Ihe  spasms  would  again  cause  conlrac- 
tion. This,  however,  I  deny,  since  they  are  slight  and  only  accideaial,  and 
aioce  the  deformity  has  not  iocreased  during  the  Inst  six  years. 

Without  any  preparation  of  the  organismus  for  enduring  ibe  traumatic  in- 
fliction (which  [  consider  unueceasary  in  this  kind  of  operations),  1  operated 
onhim  oo  September  19th,  1S39,  kindly  assisted  by  Drs.  ^  P.  Gazzam  and  G. 
D.  Bruce,  of  ihis  city.     Being  aware  that  a  good  many  muscles  and  lendons 


ii>u  IU  ue  ui>  lueu  lu  B  uervous  ana  irntaoie  cooslitulion,  and  apprehending 
•ome  traumatic  reaction,  1  intended  to  operate  first  on  ooe  extremity,  and 
after  some  lime  on  Ihe  oiher.  But  after  having  severed  all  conliacied  mua- 
-  etea  in  thegtoio,  ham,  and  at  the  heel  on  one  side,  my  patient,  endowed 
mth  greet  eoorage  ud  reaolultoa,  wanted  the  othei  also  to  be  tiperaied  tn, 
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wbirh  was  done  at  the  game  lim«,  wiih  tbe  Ims  of  noly  a  Tew  drops  or  blood. 
Th«  ie*ering  of  the  muscles  did  not  inflict  «D  him  much  pain,  but  the  feel- 
JDg  of  (be  tendons  being  cut  ihroagb,  and  separating  with  a  violent  and 
aadible  crack,  was  disagreeable. 

For  tbe  division  of  tbe  adductors,  t  placed  my  patient  in  the  borizontal 
position  across  Lhe  ed^e  of  a  bed,  and  after  the  ibighs  bad  been  forcibly  ab- 
ducted as  far  as  possible  by  the  asstsiant  surgeons,  I  ioiroduced  a  slightly 
concare  narrow  knife  (such  as  I  nse  for  operaiing  on  club-feet,  hut  longer 
and  stronger,)  one  inch  belon  Ponpart'i  ligament,  and  one  inch  and  a  half 
rtom  the  inner  side  of  the  femur,  the  femoral  artery  and  rein  being  on  the 
oater  aide,  parallel  with,  and  along  the  external  side  of  tbe  adductor  longus 
muscle,  and  feeling  with  my  finger  its  point  on  the  back  part  of  tbe  ibigh, 
turned  the  edge  of  the  knife  toward*  the  median  line  of  tbe  body,  and  se- 
Tered  b^  repealed  sections  the  attachment  of  tbe  adductor  longus  and  gra- 
eilis  mnscle  along  with  tbe  fascia  lata  covering  it,  by  carrying  the  point  of 
tbe  knife  along  the  inner  surface  of  tbe  skin  in  order  lo  ensure  a  complete 
aeciioo  of  tbe  muscles  This  being  done  with  a  forcible  and  audible  craek 
01  the  left  femur,  while  the  hollovr  between  tbe  cut  surfaces  could  distinctly 
be  felt  for  an  inch,  (he  feraur  could  he  easily  separated  and  abducted.  The 
•anH  operation  was  performed  on  the  right  femur  with  tbe  same  result,  the 
knees  being  separated  fur  about  nine  inchea.  Tbe  inciijons  of  the  akin  did 
not  eiceed  in  length  the  eighth  part  of  an  inch.  Only  a  few  drops  of  blood 
esca)>ed  from  the  orifices. 

I  then  made  the  patient  turn  on  his  face,  and  after  the  knee-joint  bad 
been  extended  as  far  as  possible,  and  the  ham  strings  made  tense,  I  grasped 
tbe  biceps  femoris  muscle  between  two  fingers  of  the  left  hand,  and  intro~ 
doeed  tbe  knife  one  inch  above  tbe  poplei  on  the  external  side  of  the  knee- 
joint  ihrongh  tbe  skin,  and  severed  this  muscle  ;  at  the  same  distance  above 
the  poples  on  the  inner  side  of  the  knee-joint,  [  cut  the  tendons  of  the  aar- 
torios,  gracilis,  semimembraoosus,  and  semitendinoaus.  A  very  audibt* 
craek  followed  the  section  ofeach  of  them,  and  the  knee  immediately  allow- 
fl  of  complete  eilension.  Tbe  same  operation  waadone  on  the  other  hoe*. 
It  ta  to  be  remarked  that  the  graeilia  muscle  was  cut  at  both  points  of  ila 
insertion,  and  that  reunion  nevertheless  took  place. 

To  remedy  the  deformity  of  the  feet,  bntb  tendioes  achillis  wer«  em 
aeross  by  entering  the  knife  on  one  side  of  the  leg.  But  so  siron||  and  rigul 
v^a  ibis  tendon,  and  so  sudden  and  powerful  tbe  retraction  after  its  seciion, 
that  only  the  greatest  care  prevented  lhe  knife  from  passing  through  tbe 
skin  behind  the  tendon.  I  consider  it  absolutely  necessary,  to  resiore  par- 
feelly  the  pes  valgus,  to  divide  the  peronei  muscles  which  cause  while 
contracted  the  eversion  of  the  fool  and  the  tilting  up  of  its  outer  side.  Below 
tfae  malleoli  externi,  both  these  muscles  were  severed  in  eacb  fool,  which  I 
Derer  found  difficult  to  divide  at  this  point,  although  Scouletten,  in  his  me- 
moir on  club-foot,  objects  to  it,  preferring  their  section  above  the  mallenlua. 

Tbe  whole  operation,  comprising  tbe  division  of  fra  muscles  and  tpndou 
by  jSpe  incision-  of  ihe  skin  on  each  extremiiy,  did  not  occupy  more  thaa 
two  minutes,  and  was  done  without  bleeding  or  inOiciing  much  pain  on  tbe 
patient.  Amongst  nearly  sixty  patient*  upon  whom  1  b»ve  operated  in  ihia 
eitjr,  I  have  nevei  before  met  with  such  a  rigid  condition  of  tbe  tendons  and 
■Dch  a  powerful  retraction  of  the  moseles. 

Oradnaied  compresses  with  tbe  usual  bandaging  were  applied,  and  in 
case  pain  should  supervene,  cold  applications  were  ordered.  EiienaJon 
iras  not  made,  tbe  limbs  being  kept  in  the  aaue  position  as  before  the  optt- 

At  my  night  visit,  I  was  not  a  little  surpiised  to  see  my  patient  quite  com- 
fortable, sitiiog  in  bed,  talking  and  enjoying  the  smoke  of  his  pipe.  There 
wa»  not  the  least  febrile  excitement,  and  no  pain  in  the  cut  muscles,  or  any 
Doeasiness,  except  a  alight  degree  of  spasm  in  the  lower  extremities,  par- 
ucylarly  in  the  left.    Indeed,  f  bad  expected  aoine  febrile  reaction  after  the 
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teciion  or  many  mnscles,  ihoi^b  I  nerer  ret  law  idt  ibiag  like  fern  and 
active  iodammBtioD  ader  the  euriins  of  lendoos,  in  all  the  case*  I  have  ope- 
rated on  (con>preheDding  palieLrs  from  a  few  days  old  lo  35  yean  of  age.) 
To  prevent  ibe  spastic  movements  of  bis  exiremiiirs,  acetate  of  morpb.  gr.  i, 
WH  ordered  at  bed  time,  and  cold  anpllcatioDS  couiioued  to  the  iaei^iooa. 

The  next  day  he  felt  quite  nell,  had  eujoyed  a  good  nigbt'e  rest,  wilboot 
■By  feter,  but  with  spuGlic  locvemeDis  of  the  extremities,  causing  pain  Iq 
Ibe  cat  muscles.  Murph.  aceiai.  gj.  ),  three  times  a  day  was  eoDtinued, 
.  as  also  the  antiphtogisric  reziinen  ;  cold  ipplicsiionA  discoaiiiiued. 

Forty-eight  hours  after  the  opetatioa,  the  spastic  contractioits  had  aub- 
•ided,  the  small  incisiotis  were  healed,  there  was  not  any  swelliog  about 
theiD,  nor  atiy  iodainniaiiaD.  I  caromenced  lo-dav  extending  the  rootiacted 
eitremities  ill  an  apparatus  similar  to  thM  ol  Stroiimey  er.  To  the  leg  piece 
I  bad  attached  a  Itugh  board  with  a  joint,  on  each  side  of  which  on  appa- 
ratus was  fixed  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  bvth  pieces  (the  leg  and  thigh 
boards)  zradually  itiaizht.  Bach  extremity  being  placed  in  a  machine  and 
aecured  By  straps  and  bandages,  a  kind  of  machinery  was  affixed  to  each 
thigh-board,  for  the  purpose  of  separating  the  thighs  gradually,  which  ootild 
BOW  be  kept  seven  toches  apart,  between  the  knees,  without  aay  paio.  E 
kepi  my  patient  on  a  tnattreta  on  his  back,  with  his  shoulders  slightly  ele- 
vated. 

On  the  third  day  after  the  operation,  a  very  annoying  diarrhcBa  superveDed, 
eonsisting  of  a  mucous  discharge  from  the  lower  part  of  the  bowels  with 
tenesmus.  The  spaiiic  contractions  of  the  limbs  reappeared  in  a  slight  de- 
gree, partita  larlv  in  the  left,  t  went  on  extending  the  knees,  heels,  and 
■eparating  the  remora.  There  was  greater  tightness  in  the  left  groin,  but 
not  any  pain  in  the  back,  of  which  be  had  complained  before  the  operation 
00  every  attempt  to  separate  his  limbs. 

Bveiy  day  I  extrnded  the  lioibs  more,  my  patient  .rested  pretty  well, 
Ihongb  be  did  not  like  the  recumbent  position,  and  the  spasmodic  cootrae- 
tions  continued  in  a  slight  degree.  But  the  mncous  diarrhoea  mixed  with 
Uood  caused  by  (b«  appeardnce  of  hastnorrhoidal  luniours,  extetnal  as  well 
as  internal,  continued  troublesome,  and  did  not  yield  readily  to  medication. 

Al^er  seven  days  extension,  the  knees  were  separated  a  foot,  and  the  dia- 
lance  between  both  heels,  two  feet.  The  knee  joints  were  nearly  straight, 
and  (he  heels  on  a  level  with  the  toes,  and  the  outer  side  of  the  foot  with 
the  inner.  After  each  extension  the  patient  felt  a  degree  of  tightness  and 
uneasiness  in  the  stretched  muscles  for  about  an  hour  or  an  hour  and  a  half, 
bat  this  wore  off  and  left  him  comfortable  with  the  exception  of  spasms. 
Bat  lired  of  the  recumbent  iwsiiion,  and  welled  by  the  frequent  discharge 
from  the  bowels,  ami  being  badly  attended  1^  his  friends,  he  insisted  on  the 
removal  of  the  apparatus.  We,  however,  remonstrated  asainsl  it,  and  coo- 
tioued  the  extension  for  some  days  longer,  when  we  had  the  satisraction  of 
•eeing  his  knees  separated  sixteen  inches,  his  knee  joints  perfectly  straight 
without  any  JDclinalion  of  the  knees  inwards,  and  the  heels  on  a  level  with 
the  toes.  We  would  have  kept  on  the  extending  apparatus  sometime  lunger, 
bat  were  obliged  to  lemove' them  at  the  expiration  of  two  weeks  after  the 
operation,  from  the  appearance  of  a  sore  oa  the  os  sacrum,  and  of  cotn- 
niencing  soreness  of  the  skin  of  his  feet  and  kneea,  although  we  had  taken 
every  oare  and  precaution  to  avoid  it.  With  the  appearance  of  sores  he 
suffered  much  from  spasms  and  jerkings,  and  his  rest  was  disturbed.  But 
•II  Wfnt  on  favourably  as  soon  as  the  bandages  were  removed. 

To  prevent  eonttaetlon  of  the  extended  muscles,  we  used  splints  and 
bandage?,  and  placed  some  cushions  between  his  knees. 

ll  ought  to  be  mentioned  that  Hoeke  was,  during  health,  subject  to  spasms, 
and  that  they  ware  aggravated  daring  the  timevf  extension,  by  the  occur- 
rence of  sores.  So  great  indeed  was  ihe  excitability  of  his  nervous  system, 
that  the  least  touch  with  a  flnger  on  his  limbs  excited  the  spasms  which 
were  more  severe  towards  evening  than  during  night  or  in  the  morning. 
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The  mucous  and  bloody  d»rrh<Ba  nith  th«  bemorrhoidal  tomours  diai^ 
penred  -ai  ihe  end  of  three  weeks,  ivben  be  commenced  lo  sit  op  in  bed  md 
on  a  cbilir.  The  soreness  of  hii  Teet  did  not  yet  ailo«  him  to  use  them,  al- 
Ihough  he  could  Biaod  tupp<>ried  by  crutches,  and  use  his  limba  at  iT  walk- 
log.  The  •pasnia  gradually  decreaaed,  although  the  habitual  jerkings  »- 
maioed. 

There  did  aoi  appear  any  disposition  in  the  serered  muscles  lo  contrac* 
■gain,  his  exiremities  being  perfe ell y  straight  in  every  respect,  and  his  sti' 
tore  increased  tlj;  inches.  For  nearly  leo  weeks  we  had  to  attend  lo  tbe 
kores,  and  three  months  after  Ihe  operalioa  was  perrormed  be  used  hii  ei- 
Iremtiie*  more,  Telt  them  growing  stronger  every  day,  and  is  now  walkii^ 
about  on  bis  crulchrs,  although  yet  w'bi.  He  has  ine  compleie  use  of  hi> 
lega,  can  head  and  extend  tbem,  perrorms  abduction  and  adduction  0{  tha 
femora  with  the  greatest  ease,  and  there  i*  not  the  least  inclination  of  the 
left  knee  to  cross  the  right.  Me  can  iland  straight  without  any  supp(Mt,caa 
DOW  walk  with  one  crutch,  but  prefers  lo  use  both  from  Ihe  fear  of  falliog. 
It  is  rallier  remarkable,  that  the  jerkiogs  and  crampa  in  hia  limbs  hare  de- 
creased very  much,  as  well  in  inieniity  as  in  frequency. 

My  very  esteemed  riiendi  Drs.  J.  P.  Gazzam  and  O.  D.  Brace  saw  my 
patient  while  walking  vometime  ago,  and  were  struck  wilb  tbe  svcce^s  ot 
the  operation. 

I  might  appear  lo  be  loo  sanguine  in  expressiag  the  hope  that  m*  patieM 
may,  in  the  course  ofyeart,  so  far  recover  as  to  be  able  to  walk  witbout  aiif 
aoppori,  which  he  never  did  since  be  was  born  ;  but  from  the  history  of  bit 
case  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  (oeomotion  was  out  of  the  question  u 
long  as  Ihe  coatraction  of  ibi^  muscles  exisred,  which  was  observable  in  the 
first  feiii  of  bis  life,  and  that  ibe  want  uf  exercise  in  consequence  of  the 
conlracied  musclvs  produced  ihe  weakness  of  hit  limba  i  though  I  do  not 
feel  disponed  lo  deny  ibnl  some  derangement  o^  the  nervoo*  system,  al- 
though unknown  id  us,  either  originating  in  the  medulla  spinalis  and  propa- 
gated from  thence  to  the  peripherical  nerves,  or  in  the  peripherical  nerves, 
and  reOecied  to  the  nervous  centres,  ma;  be  a  link  in  the  chain  of  morbii 
phenomena  causing  innervation  of  ibc  muscles.  1  leave  the  latter  supposi- 
lion,  which  is  difficult  of  resolution,  and  proves  thai  much  yet  remains  un- 
known as  to  the  etioloycy  of  deformities,  to  the  theoretical  Emulator,  to* 
content  myself  wiih  remarking,  thai  if  this  man  wnsinbeUer  circumstance^ 
allowing  of  the  admiuisiraiion  of  every  means  calculaied  to  increase  bodilf 
sirengib,  I  have  not  the  least  doubt,  ibai  fur  the  pains  and  trouble  I  took 
wiin  him,  I  should  be  amply  rewarded  by  the  aaiisraciioD  of  seeing  hiaa 
walking  with  comfoit  and  ease,  and  wiihout  any  support. 

Should,  however,  this  foriunate  result  nol  take  place,  and  his  strength 
never  increase  In  the  degree  necessary  lo  support  his  body,  1  be'iere  1  have 
been  of  much  service  to  him— in  having  remedied  a  very  distressing  anJpilia- 
Medefurinity,  and  restored  lobimiheuae  of  his  limbs— as  well  as,  1  hope,  ta 
the  profession,  by  eommunicating  Ihe  successful  result  of  a  new  and  inte- 
resting nperaiioD.  which  has  aever  been  ^ualkd  in  the  nnmber  of  lendont 
■♦divided. 


A«T.  11.— CASK  OF  HEMIPLEGIA  PRESUMED  TO  BE  DEPEN- 
DENT UPON  GASTRIC  DBBANQEHENT. 

BV  TflOB.  B.  COtiUCS,  U.  D. 

Haw  CtMiOi.  AreoBick  eooBlr.  Ta  .  April  •,  IMa- 

A  ladr,  «t.  21^  was  attacked  with  common  bitiooa  fever,  pain  id  tbe  back 
and  axtremiticf,  alight  ckill  ai  tbe  eomvencemcBt  of  tbe  diseaaa ;  r^-'**""' 
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ftret  or  EyDOchal  f  rad« ;  (oopie  broad,  moisl.  wUb  thick  yellowish  far,  ud 
without  redoeas  either  of  lip,  edges,  or  paptlle  ;  oauiea,  witbont  Tomking  ; 
■DorexiB  ;  bilious  stuola  of  ordinary  qnaotiiy  sod  frequeacy  ;  very  liiile  len- 
deroess  upon  pressing  any  pan  of  the  abdomen;  yeliowisb  linge  of  I  be 
skin  and  coDJUDCliva;  but  combined  wiih  this  state  was  *  very  unusual 
symplont;  so  much  so,  that  it  is  ifae  only  case  io  which  I  hare  ever  seen  it 
without  aoy  mote  lerions  cause  to  accouot  foril  than  could  here  be  detected. 
This  was  complete  hemiplegia,  aflecting  the  right  side.  I  was,  of  eourae, 
led  to  a  closer  scrutiny  of  the  various  organs,  whose  d e range menle  could 
gire  rise  to  such  a  symptom,  before  prescribing.  Tbe  closest  eianiination 
could  detect  no  (irimary  disease  of  the  encephaloo  or  spinal  marrow,  of  the 
thoracic  vicera,  kidney,  or  any  other  organ,  except  those  concerned  in  digei- 
tioD.  The  slight  degiee  of  nausea ;  (he  abdominal  tenderness ;  the  absence 
of  thirst  and  vomiting ;  the  slate  of  the  tongue,  aod  the  absence  of  those 
nervous  aymptoms  so  characteristic  of  ileitis,  though  these,  takeo  separately, 
would  not  justify  the  diagnosis,  yet,  taken  together,  forbade  the  idea  of  gas- 
tritis or  enteritis ;  and  the  absence  of  Ihe  rational  and  physical  STrnptoms 
of  hepatitis,  except  slight  jauudice  and  bilious  stools,  led  me  to  look  upon  it 
as  mereljf  a  case  of  common  continued  fever,  which  recognised  for  its  cause, 
at  least  its  only  appreciable  pathological  complicaiioD,  that  slate  of  tbe 
digesIivB  apparatus  to  which  Andral  (Cours  de  Paibologie,  etc.)  has  ^tveit 
the  name  of  secretory  irritalion ;  aod  to  consider  thai  the  hemiplegia  de- 
pended upon  the  sympathetic  iofiueneeof  the  slomsch  upon  tbeencepbalonor 
■pinai  marrow;  laccordingljr  prescribed  an  eroeto-catDariic  of  calomel  and 
ipecacuanha,  followed  by  mild  aperients,  and  the  usual  remedies  used  in 
bilious  fever ;  no  injurious  effects  lesulted  from  Ihe  prescription,  but,  oo  the 
coniraiy,  the  fever  begaa  to  decline,  and  with  tbe  improvement  in  the  other 
symptoms,  ihe  paralysis  subsided.  The  patient  was  perfectly  restored  in  » 
aw  davs. 

Am  I  correct  in  the  opinion  that  the  stomach  can  exert  such  a  syoapalhy 
as  this,  when  itself  is  aSected  in  this  very  mild  degree,  without  any  aymp- 
.lom  which  can  be  referred  to  iofiammation  of  this  organ;  and  in  a  person 
not  at  all  unusually  impressible,  as  was  this  youog  lady,  notwiibstandiDg 
hersexl  This  case  teaches  us  bow  cautious  writers  should  be  in  draw- 
ing conclusions  for  universal  application,  from  particular  symptoms,  as  to 
the  condition  of  the  organ  through  which  they  are  immediately  manifested, 
or  of  those  which  may  affect  it  sympathetically.  Leaving  out  of  qiiesiion 
Ihe  ullra  views  of  Bruusais  and  his  followers,  how  many,  from  reading 
Stokes's  lectures,  Louis's  works',  Andral's  Clinique  (amongst  tbe  most  cau- 
tious works  on  diagnosis)  would  have  referred  this  symptom  to  gastritis  or 
encephalitis!  But  the  result  of  treatment,  1  conceive,  justifies  my  views; 
and  nad  1  adopted  a  diffeieni  plan,  my  patient  would  probably  bare  been 
confined  to  her  bed  two  or  three  weeks. 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL  NOTICES. 
Brigkam  <m  the  dueatet  and /unction*  of  the  Serxout  Sjftletn.' 
Dr.  Biigbnm,  in  the  work  before  us,  discusses  the  structure  aod  fuoctioDS 
of  the  brain,  and  various  opinions  that  have  been  enieriaiiied  iliereon,  so 
that  the  first  part  of  his  work  is  mainly  aaatomicBl  and  physiological.  The 
wcood  part  i«  devoted  to  the  diseases  of  tbe  brain  and  of  other  parts  of  the 
nervous  system,  oo  which  the  author  was  compelled  to  be  brief.    Yette  is 
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wtive,  ■ltd,  w«  are  glad  to  find,  bat  doI  permiitwl  hi*  riewi  on 
etrtain  funciioBt  of  lk«  brain  to  render  him  wholly  axchiaive  in  hi«  opin- 
ion*. Slill  he  Is  diapoMd  to  aduiil  maeh  to  be  proven,  which  we  shmild 
consider  lo  b«  by  potheiicat. 

Among  the  diseases  of  the  oerrons  sysieoi  w«  find  hypochondriasis  and 
dyspepsia  ;  the  former  placed  there  with  mnrh  propriety,  the  latter  on  rery 
qnesiionable  groands.  We  hare  hadmoch  lodo  with  severe  itndeDls,  and  bare 
closely  inretiigaied  tbeir  habits,  and  hare  quite  satisfied  oarselres,  that  dis- 
aidered  digestion  rarely,  if  ever,  arises  from  the  employmenf  of  the  brain  in 
its  own  Bcls.  As  ihe^e  acts,  however,  are  so  often  attended  with  tbe  collate- 
ral morbific  agencies — of  irregularity  in  sleeping  and  eating,  wanlofdae  and 
regular  eierciae,  A«.,  it  is  not  surprising  that  dyspepsia  shoald  be  ascribed 
(o  Iheni.  In  a,  review  of  the  fanciful  Madden's  Infirmiltes  of  Genius,  in  tbe 
American  Quarterly  Review,  published  some  years  ago,  we  developed  oar 
views  on  Ibis  subject,  and  enduavoured  to  show  that,  except  in  particular 
case*,  tbe  tendency  of  study  is  to  render  the  individual  longevous  (i4iii«rt- 
ea*  HuarUrty  RepUv,  nix,  314,  and  the  Editor's  EUntetdi  of  Bygiene, 
p.  461)  ;  and  since  tbai  period  we  have  teen  do  reaion  to  modify  tbe  opin- 
ions then  expressed. 


HI9CBLLANB0US  NOTICES. 

Ntw  York  Ilotpilal  and  Bloomingdale  Aiytum. — Two  thousand  and 
forty  one  patients  have  received  medical  and  lorgical  (realment  in  lite  for- 
mer extensive  institution  in  tbe  year  1839. 

In  the  Bloomingdale  Asylum,  113  were  admitted. 

reling  of  the  trustees  of  this  institu- 
_  J  dep*itment  of  Materia  Medica  and 
Pharniacy  was  changed  to  Materia  Medica  and  Natural  History,  and  tbe 
department  of  Chemistry  and  Natural  Hislory  was  changed  to  Cheiuistry 
and  Pkarraacy. 

Proressor  D.  M.  McLachlaa  was  elected  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  Dis- 
eases of  Women  and  Children,  in  place  of  Professor  Bedford,  resigned. 

Professor  E.  Emmons  was  elected  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Na- 
taral  Hiiiory,  in  place  of  Profeasor  HcLacblao. 

And  Lewis  C.  Beck,  M.  D.,  of  Rulger't  College,  was  elected  ProfciMr 
of  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  in  place  of  Professor  E.  Emmons. 

The  Facaliy  is  now  composed  of  the  following  gentlemen,  viii— 

Alden  March,  M.  D.,  President  and  Professor  of  Surgery. 

James  McNaughtoo,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  ibe  Theory  and  Practioa  af 
Medicine. 

Ebenezer  Euimons,  M.  D.,  Piofeetor  of  Materia  Medica  and  HaMral 

James  H.  Aimsbj,  M.  D.,  Registrar  and  Profeasor  of  Anatomy. 
Lewis  C.  Beck,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy. 
David  M.  McLachlao,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Obstetrics  aod  Diseases  of 
Women  and  Cbildreo. 
Thomas  Hun,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  tbe  Insiitules  of  Medicine. 
Amos  Dean,  Esq.,  Professor  of  Medical  Jnrisprudepse. 
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Reporlo/tkt  Otutelrlc  Dtpartmrnl  of  the  Philadelphia  Di»ptmtarf,for 
the  1st,  2*rt.  and  3rd  mnjUht,  ISiO.—Jaitpk  tVarringtiM,  M.  D.,  Ad- 
coiiCktur.—Pany  votata  have  been  delivered  uf  furif-ihree  children,  at  or 
near  ihe  full  lerm  of  gestation,  ihree  women  having  twins. 

Twenty-rour  of  the  children  were  bop,  Dineteeo  were  girls— io  iwoof 
ihe  twin  cases  (be  ehilJren  were  boya,  in  tbe  other  case  Ihey  were  g^rls. 

The  arerage  dtiration  of  labour  m  lea  eaaei,  wa*  13  hoars  24  miaDtet— 
the  eiiremes  being  %  sod  33  hour*. 

The  average  lime  occupied  in  the  apootaneous  delivery  of  the  placenta 
in  liiteea  casei,  was  19  minufes— the  extreme*  b^ing  3  and  75  rainuies. 

In  two  cases  the  placeDta  was  withdrawn  from  the  os  uteri  and  vagina 
after  i<  had  occupied  thai  sllualion,  in  one  case  120  and  in  Ihe  other  340 
miDaies— being  in  these  case^  rpiained  merely  foi  want  of  expulsive  efibrt. 

In  another  caae  the  ed^e  of  the  placenta  and  a  portion  of  the  membranes 
adhered  to  the  uterus,  requiring  prompt  and  efficient  aid  in  their  aepantioo 
and  removal. 

In  one  case  the  placenta  was  exteosivelv  studded  with  calcareous  depo- 
tites  without  being  aceompanied  with  any  teeblencss  or  indisposition  of  the 
child. 

Of  ihirty-tereo  caaea  of  cephalic  presentation,  fourteen  were  of  the  first, 
one  of  the  second,  two  of  the  (bird,  one  nf  the  fourth,  and  one  of  the  Gflb 
position  of  the  vertex — no  other  variety  was  noted. 

The  case  which  presented  the  occiput  in  the  fifth  position  was  converted 
into  the  flrst,  by  acting  upon  Ihe  right  (emple  with  (be  finser. 

Tbe  forceps  were  applted  at  the  superior  strait  in  one  of  the  cases  of  third 
position,  and  the  patient  safely  delivered  afler  a  tedious  and  exhausting 

In  tbe  other  case  of  third  position  the  delivery  was  facilitated  by  converl- 
ioc  it  into  a  first  position. 

Tq  the  case  of  adhesion  of  (he  edge  of  the  pIaceD(a  and  a  portion  of  (he 
membranes,  the  hemorrhage  after  delivery  became  alarmingly  profuse. 
Ergot  suspended  in  brandy  was  administered,  and  as  soon  as  the  adhesions 
were  broken  up,  the  complete  coniracdon  of  (he  D(eras  was  aided  by  fric- 
tions, followed  by  a  graduated  compress  upon  the  hypogastric  region,  and 
«  li;h(  bandage  around  the  lower  part  of  Ihe  abdomen. 

In  one  case  severe  and  extensive  peritonitis  came  on  (he  third  day  af(er 
delivery— this  was  treated  by  copiuus  and  repeated  bleedings,  general  and 
local,  calomel,  Dover's  powder,  castor  oil,  and  towards  ihe  conclusion,  free 
vesicaiion  over  ihe  abdomen. 

One  patieni  suffered  from  severe  uterine  engorgemeot  with  exalted  sensi- 
bility, which  was  speedily  relieved  by  free  venes«c(ioa  and  uliae  catbariica. 

All  (he  women  recovered. 

or  Ihe  children,  one  had  hare  lip,  which  was  sneccstfully  operated  upou 
al  five  weehs  old,  by  Dr.  Mailer. 

One  male  child  suSered  from  sabulous  deposiies  in  it*  arethra  and  diffi- 
eolty  in  urinating. 

One  female  child  bad  reienlion  of  urine.  Both  these  cases  rei|vire4  the 
use  of  (he  caiheter  for  several  days  after  birth  ;  they  recovered,  and  all  the 
olher  children  have  dune  well,  wiih  the  exception  ofooe,  which  died  in  coo- 
TulaioDs  on  Ihe  fourth  day  after  its  birth. 

Nine  pupils  have  partieipaled  in  the  '-  Practical  Instructions,"  and  attend- 
tnee  upon  easea  condiKted  by  the  Accoacheur,  during  ihe  period  embraced 
in  the  above  repon. 

MortalUy  o/Ntv  York,  1339.'- The  whole  uumber  of  iiKermeols  within 
tbe  city  duritag  the  year  ending  Dec.  Slst,  1339,  were  7933 ;  being  100  le«a 
than  for  the  yeai  preceding. 
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Of  tbn«,  7491  were  rrooa  amang  ihe  while  popalBtioa,  ud  408  wera 
colonred  p«r*ooi. 

Of  the  whole  oaiobef  43S9  were  idrIm,  and  356i  reroalF*.  This  txe*n 
of  notlalii)'  amoDg  Ihe  male  populaiion,  ■•  already  atated  in  the  reporla  of 
iatenaeiits  Tt^  previous  jevi,  is  not  easllf  eiplaioed,  and  ia  prtAablj'  much 
(reater  ihaa  ihe  proporlion  of  male  over  feroale  residents. 

The  diapariij  coraiacoces  during  fcsul  eiistenee,  as  is  sbown  in  the  tabta 
of  slill-born  infaata,  and  contiaues  almost  ibrough  everr  period  of  life. 

The  average  mortality  among  Ibe  foreign  population  appears  to  be  anticb 
greater  than  among  the  native  ciiizens.  Of  the  whole  number  of  deaths  in 
persona  over  ten  year*  of  age,  1419  were  natives  and  1353  were  Earopeans. 

The  season  of  the  year  most  fatal  la  butnan  life  in  ibis  city,  as  sbonn  liy 
ifae  tables,  is  doling  the  months  of  July,  August,  and  September.  The 
•eason,  oo  the  contrary,  in  which  the  fewest  deaths  occur,  is  during  the 
three  moaihs  immediately  preceding  these,  namely,  April,  Mny,  and  June. 

The  great  tnortalitv  in  this  city  among  children  under  Sve  years  of  age, 
has  long  been  ibe  aubject  of  remark.  During  the  past  year,  eiclniiing  tbe 
slill-baTD,  more  tban  half  the  deaths,  or  3696,  occurred  in  children  before  tbe 
completioa  of  their  Bfih  year.  The  diseases  most  fatal  within  this  period  of 
•listence  are,  marasmus,  inBammation  of  the  brain,  hooping  cougfa,  mea- 
slea,  scarlet  fever,  dysentery,  diarrbcea,  cholera  iDfaDtum,  croup,  convnt- 
sions,  drupsy  of  the  brain,  and  teething. 

The  mortality  from  pulmonary  diseases,  including  in  Ibis  list  all  ihe  dis- 
orders of  Ihe  respiratory  cxgans,  is  nearly  equal  to  ooe-ibird  of  the  whole 
nomber  of  inlerroenls. 

The  deaths  from  pulmooary  coDsumplion  alone,  daring  tbe  paal  year,  wen 
1,315,  being  an  increase  of  90  over  the  year  preceding. 

The  mortality  from  pulmonary  consumption  in  ihis  cily,  may  be  rated  al 
one-sixth  of  all  tbe  deaths  ;  but  the  average  Tsries  greatly  amon^;  the  dif- 
ferent classes.  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  of  those  over  ten  years  of  age, 
that  die  of  this  disease,  more  than  one-half  are  natives  of  Europe.  Of  tne 
5564  deaths  among  (he  native  white  citizens,  only  610,  or  about  one  in  nine, 
occurred  from  eonaumptiun.  Of  Ihe  469  deaths  amoni;  the  coloured  popn- 
latioi),  1-33,  or  one  in  three  and  a  half,  occurred  from  ihis  disease.  And  of 
Ibe  1853  deaths  among  the  European  population,  563,  or  about  one  in  three 
and  a  quarter,  occurred  from  ihe  same  disease. 

The  city  has  been  visited  by  no  fatal  epidemic  during  tbe  past  year;  and, 
wilh  the  exception  ot  measles,  tbe  various  coDlagious  diseases  have  been 
less  prevalent  than  formerly. 

Tbe  tables  show  68  deaths  from  small  poi.  The  proporlion  oftbese  that 
bad  previooaly  undergone  vacciaation  cannot  be  ascertained  ;  but  as  38  of 
them,  or  more  tban  one-half,  were  among  children  under  G*e  years  of  age, 
the  probability  is,  that  very  few  of  the  wholq  oumbei  had  resorted  10  the 
only  efficient  meaoi  of  protection  against  this  loatbinme  and  faul  malady. 

Or.  Parrith.— [Pot  the  following  obituary  notice,  we  are  indebted  to  oite 
who  was  intimately  acquainted  with  the  actions  and  motives  of  the  esti' 
mable  physician,  who  has  been  recently  lost  to  Ihis  conimnnity  and  (o  the 
profession.— En.] 

Dr.  Joseph  Parrish  was  barn  in  Philadelphia  in  tbe  year  1779,  of  respe*- 
lable  and  pious  parents,  who  were  memberi  of  ihe  religious  Society  of 
Friends.  His  father  was  a  halter,  and  he,  being  the  yoonf^at  of  eleven 
cbildreo,  was  kepi  under  the  paternal  roof,  and  ins  traded  io  the  lighter 
parts  of  this  busiaess. 

He  was  strongly  ioclined  from  boyhood  to  iba  study  of  medicine,  b«t  cir- 
enmataaces  prevented  bin  from  atiainiog  bis  wishes,  aniil  he  had  passed 
Us  23d  year.    About  ihia  peritMl  he  entered  the  oOce  of  Dr.  Wtstar,  i(  tkW 
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(inw  ProrcMor  or  Analomir  in  th«  UoiTeraiir  of  PpDotylvaaia.  He  toon 
exhibited  siroDS  proofs  of  talent,  and  remarhable  assidnilf  in  the  (KiTsnit  o€ 
medical  koowledge,  which,  joined  lo  a  dispoaition  niiusuallir  amiablp, 
siroD^ly  endeared  him  lo  his  preceptor,  and  lo  his  associates.  He  ^da- 
ated  10  the  Uaiversit;  of  Pennsrlvania  in  the  spring  of  180A.  The  orcar- 
reace  of  yellow  Tever  ia  Philadelphia  in  the  autumn  of  this  year,  gave  bim 
aa  early  opportDoity  of  becoming  exienti*ely  kooirn. 

He  was  elected  resideot  physician  of  the  city  botpiial  at  Bnsh  Hill,  aad 
sooB  distinguished  himself  for  his  skill,  and  attention  to  [he  patients  who 
■ought  a  refuge  in  that  establishment.  Boon  after  completing  his  dnlies 
here,  he  was  elected  physician  to  the  Dispensary,  and  obtained  a  share  of 
prirate  praotice.  He  rose  rapidly  in  public  esteem,  and  was  elected  surgeon 
to  the  Alms  Honse  Hospital  about  the  year  1809. 

He  eoOD  became  prominent  for  hia  abilities  as  a  aor^eoa,  was  prompt  and 
akilful  as  an  operator,  possessed  remarkable  acumen  in  diagnosis,  and  was 
conspicuous  for  ihe  precision  and  furethought  which  marked  his  conclasioaa. 
He  also  became  popular  a^  a  clinical  lecturer,  bis  remarks  at  the  bed  side 
being  emioentlv  practical,  and  his  manner  and  style  of  delirery  exceedingly 
pleasing.  He  field  this  siiuaiion  for  abovt  15  years,  during  ivhich  lime  hiii 
reputation  continued  to  advance,  and  he  became  extensively  known  as  a 
surgical  teacher  lo  the  numerous  medical  sindenis  who  visited  Philadel- 
phia to  pursue  their  studies. 

In  the  year  1816,  he  was  elected  Surgeon  to  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  id 
the  place  of  Dr.  Pbysick,  who  resigned  on  accooot  of  ill  health.  By  his  close 
attention  lo  the  duties,  and  hia  high  character  as  a  surgeon,  ho  eontribnied 
largely  toward  maintaining  the  exalted  reputation  which  ibis  insiituiion  bad 
acquired  as  a  surgical  school.  He  held  this  situation  nntit  Ibe  spriag  of 
1939,  when  he  resigned  in  consequence  of  ill  bealih,  and  an  indisposition  to 
engage  in  extensire  surgical  operBtions.  His  aciive  benevolence  toward 
the  inmates  of  hospitals,  and  his  cooiiant  watchfulness  over  their  eomfmis, 
waa  the  theme  of  admiration  from  all  those  who  had  any  knowledge  of  Dr. 
Paiiish  as  an  hospital  surgeon. 

Duting  the  period  of  his  connection  with  public  tnstilotioos,  and  for  some 
years  alierward,  he  always  bad  a  class  of  private  pupils,  who  received  in- 
•trtictiun  from  him  at  his  office  or  lecture  loom,  and  who  obtained  manv  im- 
porlani  practical  advantages,  which  his  eitensive  opponnnities  enabled  him 
']  aflbrd.    His  class  was  nsually  composed  of  from  16  (o  85  young  men 


from  the  city  and  different  pans  of  the  couotrv. 
He  gave  a  regular  course  of  lectures  on  ilie 


practice  of  medicine  durinj 


the  summer  term,  and  on  sur|^ry  during  the  winter.  Hisli..._  ..  . 
of  general  remarks  on  particular  diseases  illustrated  by  the  narration  o 
eases,  which  had  occurred  in  bis  own  practice.  He  taught  only  whafhe 
knew  from  actual  observation — referring  his  siudenis  to  medical  works  and 
to  Ihe  lectures  at  the  schools,  for  more  extended  and  elaborate  descr^lions. 
Be  was  very  careful  to  preserve  a  record  of  interesting  eases,  which  fell 
under  his  notice,  and  bis  lectures  abounded  in  valuable  information  derived 
from  Ibis  source. 

His  pupils  coolraetad  for  him  the  warmest  esteem  and  affection,  and 
amongst  them  are  some  of  the  most  distinguished  members  of  the  professiDQ. 

He  published  essays  on  a  variety  of  subjects,  which  are  lo  he  found  chieSy 
in  the  Eclectic  Repertory,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  editors,  and  in  the 
North  American  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

His  remaiks  oa  pulmonarv  consumption,  which  appeared  in  several  num- 
beia  of  the  latter  periodical,  have  attracted  general  attenlioo,  and  have  ob> 
tained  additional  ietereti  from  the  fact,  that  a  post  mortem  examinaiioa  of 
his  own  body,  proved  that  he  himself  was  the  subject  of  this  malady  in  early 
life,  aad  thai  he  was  cured  by  the  practice,  which  he  had  so  warmly  advo- 
vaied,  in  opposition  to  the  almost  united  medical  opinion  uf  the  day.  He 
^vbltahed  the  Amariean  edition  of  Lawrence  oa  Hernia,  wtlh  an  appaiadU— 
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tad,  iriikin  k  few  yttn  of  his  deceRne,  a  work  on  Hernia,  and  tome  of  the 
ducaae*  of  the  ariusry  orfans,  which  coauio*  a  largo  number  of  otner*fr< 
twos,  derired  from  bit  owd  pracllce. 

His  riews  of  the  medical  prufession  were  of  ih«  moit  exalted  charactei'— 
he  belicTrd  it  ibe  inosi  dignified  puniiit,  which  eonld  engage  the  allenlion 
of  Ban,  aad  he  deepiaed  aojr  attempt  lo  render  it  MibaerTieat  to  aelfiib  or 
aordid  end*. 

Hisalaadard  of  medical  eihica  waa  truly  elevated,  and  bis  sense  of  honour 
aid  praprietf  in  his  intercourse  with  his  medical  brethren  was  delicate  and 
T^ned.  In  a  most  eiteDsivc  private  praettce  for  a  period  of  Ihirty-five  fears, 
during  part  of  which  time  he  was  in  ibe  occupancy  of  important  public  ata- 
lioaa,  he  perhaps  bad  not — oertainly  be  ought  not  lo  ba*a  bad— an  eoemy 
in  the  medical  profesaioa. 

ions  to  the  junior  memben  of  the  profestioo  secured 
regard,  and  bis  nnmeroaa  aatt  of  duiDlereaied  kind- 
ness towaidt  many  of  ibem  will  aerer  be  forgotten. 

Dr.  Parrish  enjoyed  lo  a  remarkable  decree  the  eoaSdeaee  of  the  commu- 
nity, aad,  until  within  a  abort  period  of  hu  death,  was  laboriously  engaged 
iit  profesaional  duties.  Jlii  medical  eorrespoBdence  was  very  esteosire, 
and  bis  opiniont  highly  valued  over  the  whole  country. 

Asa  pbilaothropiat  and  Christiaa  he  held  a  coospicaoas  rank, and  eoa- 
tributed  laigety  of  bis  lime  and  bis  meaoi,  in  advancing  those  objects  wfaicli 
were  calculated  to  relieve  the  sufferings  of  hia  fellow  beings.  He  died  ia 
his  61al  year,  on  the  ISth  of  Match,  1840,  universally  beloved  and  regretted. 

On  tht  treatmaii  of  acute  rhemtiaiitm  by  opium. — By.  D.  J.  Corrigiatf 
JK  C' — [We  haveuied  the  opium  practice  in  acnte  rbenmalism,  as  welt  as  tbe 
vaiioos  oarcoiics  and  acto-nateolica.  When  pushed  so  as  lo  affect  the  system, 
w«  have  found  them  all  lo  be  oecasioaally  beneficiaL  The  t^inm  praelie* 
baa,  we  think,  been  as  serviceable  aa  any,  and  its  nae  is  entirely  philoao- 
pbical.— Bd.] 

Eisht  eases  of  aeore  tbeumatism  citrcd  by  opinm  alone  are  given  ia 
detail  by  Di.  Corrigan,  and  as  ihe  practice  appears  to  be  norel,  whilst  it 
recommeads  itself  from  its  simplicity  and  general  applicability,  a  abort  no- 
tice of  these  cases  may  be  read  with  intereai.  When  he  first  commenced 
the  opium  trcaiment  he  was  afraid  to  trust  lo  it  alone,  and  therefore  com- 
bined it  with  calomel ;  but  finding  that  no  good  resoltea  from  Ibis  combina< 
tion,  he  dropped  ihe  calomel,  and  continued  ibe  opiiim  alose. 

Three  of  the  eaaes  ate  selected,  to  illustrate  the  mode  in  which  the  r*- 
medv  was  aij  ministered. 

Mr.  R.,  aged  30,  was  seen  on  the  19ih  January,  1S38.  For  several  dayi 
be  suffered  from  fking  pains,  but  for  the  last  three  days  he  has  been  under 
tbe  most  acute  suffering  from  pain  in  the  shoulders,  in  the  back  of  the  neck, 
along  tbe  loins,  in  the  knee,  wrist,  and  ankle-joints.  The  knees,  anklea, 
and  wrists  were  swollen,  and  exquisitely  painful.  He  had  slept  none  for 
three  nights  ;  (he  pulse  was  132  ;  llie  bowels  free  ;  the  ton|pue  covered  with 
a  thick  white  coat ;  the  urine  very  bi^h-coloured,  and  deposjling  a  pink  sedi- 
ment; and  the  akin  partially  perspiring.  One  grain  of  opium  with  two  of 
calomel  were  given  every  third  hour,  and  opiate  fomeotalions  were  applied 
to  the  joints.  On  ihe  next  day  the  pains  were  less,  and  tbe  pulse  had  fal- 
len to  120 ;  but  he  had  not  slept.  Tbe  opium  was  iherefora  increased  to  a 
grain  and  a  half  every  third  hour. 

On  the  2Isi  he  bad  slept  some,  and  the  pulse  bad  fallen  to  104.  Tbe  paint 
were  greatly  diminiahed,  and  tbe  awellinga  of  the  jointa  aomnwhat  lessened. 
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The  opinm  wai  coniianed  in  (be  lame  dose.  Next  d»jr  he  was  Toand  to 
bmre  Blepi  well,  and  tbe  pulie  had  Tallen  to  92.  The'  opium  wilheDi  ibe 
caluDiel  waa  coniinued  for  three  daya  longer  hi  ihe  dose  of  a  graio  and  ■ 
half  cerjr  third  hour,  al  the  end  of  which  period,  being  quite  free  from  pain, 
and  wiih  a  <|uiel  pulse,  be  was  put  on  bark. 

Dr.  Coriigan  aiiendcd  his  friend  Dr.  Aldridge,  who  bad  a  Tery  aerers 
ibeumaiie  attack  of  three  days'  duration  wheti  he  was  Grsi  seen  by  Dr.  Cor- 
rlgau.  Nearly  all  Ibe  large  Joints  were  swollen  and  acntelr  painful,  »iid 
the  pains  were  shirting  from  joint  lo  joint.  The  pulse  was  180  ;  the  tongira 
rery  foul,  but  moist ;  and  Ibe  want  of  rest  from  the  egooy  of  tbe  pain  was 
'*  itiessing.     He  was  immedialeJy  pot  on  the  opiate  t  -      •• 


grain  every  hour  ;  and  this  was  cootinued  for  thirteen  day*,  with  tbe  ad- 
ministration of  an  occasional  purgative.  On  the  fourteenth  dav  he  began 
to  take  the  MM.  guaiad  c.  tulph.  i^vina  ;  and  on  (be  6f(een(h  day  he  waa 
walking  about  bis  parlonr,  complaining  only  of  not  beine  so  strong  as  usual, 
bol  free  from  pain  and  swelling.  Dr.  Aldridge  eakulnted  he  had  taken 
aboat  two  hundred  grains  of  opium  during  Ihe  treatment. 

Mr.  H.  aged  26,  had  suBered  for  three  days  under  a  very  acute  ailnck  of 
iheuraatism.  The  shoulders,  wrisis,  and  knees  were  awollen,  and  Terjr 
painful ;  and  Ibe  pains  bad  been  so  severe  that  for  ihree  nights  be  had  not 
closed  BD  eye.  His  pulse  was  120  and  full;  and  hi*  tongue  moist.  He 
was  put  on  (he  Opium  treatment,  and  took  ever*  day  for  six  days  from  eight 
to  ten  grains  of  opiam.  On  the  seventh  day,  be  began  to  lake  atong  with 
Ihe  opium  ihe  Mitt,  guaiaci  c.  sulph.  quina,  and  on  the  eighth  day  of  a(- 
lendance,  he  only  complained  of  some  stiffness  in  the  affected  jnmfs.  His 
pulse  batl  fallen  lo  76,  and  bis  appetite  was  goad. 

In  one  of  bis  cases  pericarditis  was  threatened,  the  pulse  became  affecled, 
oppression  and  constriction  across  the  chest  were  felt,  the  countenance  be- 
came anxious,  and  the  patient  was  baibed  in  profose  perspiration.  These 
unpleasant  syroptora*  sabuded  under  Ihe  steady  use  of  Ihe  opium  combined 
with  a  grain  and  a  half  of  quinine  to  each  dose. 

Dr.  Corrlgan  remark*,  that  "the  most  important  lole  to  be  remembered 
in  employing  opium  for  the  cure  of  acute  rheumatism  is,  that  full  and  Eof- 
ficieni  doses  shall  be  exhibited  ;"  boless  carried-  to  thi!>  length  it  is  sure  to 
end  in  dissppointmeni.  He  menlioni  it  as  a  singular  circumstance,  ibat 
sometimes  during  ihe  progiess  of  ihe  cure  under  the  opinm,  distrbcsa  should 
come  on  so  as  to  require  Ibe  exhibition  of  chalk  and  kino.  He  recommends 
the  local  application  of  flannel  soaked  in  warm  spirit  of  turpentine,  or  in 
camphorated  spirit,  or  in  simple  decoction  of  poppy  heads,  to  tbe  inflamed 
•arfacea.  If  the  patient  should  suffer  much  from  consianl  profuse  pertpi- 
ratioDs,  he  recommends  the  conjunction  of  sulphate  of  quinine  with  the 
opium. 

Dr.  Corrigan  thinks  this  plan  of  treairoeni  superior  to  all  others,  because 
it  ahorieDs  the  duration  of  the  attack,  allevialts  the  sufferings  of  the  paiient, 
hnabandi)  the  strengtb,  and  prevents  the  romptii ations  of  endoeatditts,  peii- 
cardilis,  &c.,  which  so  often  complicate  this  disease,  and  are  tbe  cause  of 
prolonged  sufiWring  ending  only  in  death. 

At  the  end  of  his  abstract  of  Dr.  Corrigao's  paper,  the  editor  of  the  Edin- 
bargb  Journal  has  tbe  following  note. 

Several  years  ago  we  had  an  opportunity  of  testing  the  efficacy  of  this 
pniciice,  and  fonnd  it  superior  to  every  other.  Large  doses  of  opium  were 
at  first  given,  not  wiib  the  view  of  curing  tbe  disease  bnt  of  alleviating  the 
intense  suffering  under  which  tbe  patient  laboured.  Since  then  we  nave 
employed  il  in  several  cases,  and  always  with  tbe  most  msiked  benefit;  the 
disease  seldom  tatting  beyond  a  fortnight,  and  being  much  alleviated  during 
tba  whole  course  of  (be  (reatraent. 
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Bxjttrimenlal  reteanket  m  thefoKtiMu  o/the  brain.  By  M.  Nimat.' 
—[The  rallowiDg  are  addiiiooal  tpeculatioDS  on  the  yet  atiliqowD  ruucliaoi 
oT  Tarioua  parts  of  iLe  brain.— Ed.] 

Aceurding  to  M.  Nooat  ibe  lobes  of  the  brain,  tbc  corpu*  callo»nm,  the 
fotnis,  ibe  corpora  ttriata,  Uia  optic  layers,  ibe  cetebelluoi,  and  ihe  crara 
of  the  cerebrum,  are  not  poaae&sed  of  geoeral  Moaibiliiy,  as  evidenced  by 
to«eb.  Id  the  lobe  of  ihe  fourtb  reoiricte,  a«  was  sbown  by  MM.  Hafcendia 
and  Desmoalios,  rcKidea  ihe  facalty  of  ihe  perception  of  general  aenaibility. 
Pbyiiolo^i«ta  are  wroog  in  placing  ibe  leal  of  icntibilily  in  Ibe  ecrebellugs, 
aa  an  animal  from  nbich  Ihe  whole  of  the  cerebellum  baa  been  removed  rt- 
taina  the  faculty  of  seeing,  bearing,  tailing,  feeling,  and  tmrlling. 

With  regard  to  the  iilEluence  of  the  cerebellum  over  ibe  moTements  of 
progretsioQ  or  of  siauding,  M.  Nooat  has  arrired  at  the  following  irautts: 

1.  The  lobe*  of  the  cerebrum  direct  the  movemenls.  Thus,  when  we 
wish  tu  go  ftom  one  place  to  aooiher,  il  it  by  the  action  of  ibe  cerebral  lobea 
that  we  are  enabled  to  execute  the  moremeDts  necessary  for  ibia  porpose. 
A  rabbit  deprived  of  ihe  lobes  of  Ihe  brain  eiecutei  ihe  aame  moTenienlsaa 
before;  it  is  only  weakened;  but  it  can  no  lunger  aToid  any  obstacle,  it 
cannot  find  its  ftxid  ;  in  short,  it  is  deprived  of  ihat  principle  which  formtrly 
gave  10  all  its  movements  a  aeterroioaie  direction. 

'i.  Tbe  corpora  alriata  regulate  the  movements  baekwaidi. 

3.  The  lAafami  opliei  exercise  a  considerable  ioSoence  on  the  actloni 
necesaary  for  standing;  tbey  furnish  in  a  great  measure  tbe  principle  which 
■opporis  the  energy  of  muscalar  contraction. 

i.  The  eerebell<im  diiccis  the  regnlariiy  of  the  forwacd  movementa;  it 
appears  lu  direct  the  movements  of  the  lower  extremiiies;  and  probably  baa 
alio  aome  influence  on  Ihe  eioilibrium  of  the  movemenii. 

b.  Tbe  circle  forniFcl  by  the  cerebellum,  its  einra,  and  the  tranaeerae 
fibre*  of  the  cerebral  protnberance  regalatea  the  moveauBia  of  rotaiian 
aronnd  the  axis  of  the  animal. 

6.  Tbe  Ivbercuta  ^uwlrigemiaa  are  necesaary  to  tbe  regular  vxercise  of 
OMiioo.  Their  lesion  disuirba  the  harmony  of  the  actioas  required  ibr  pto- 
greasiwo  or  for  sianding.    This  result  agrees  with  that  of  H.  Seriea. 

7.  The  lobe  of  the  lourth  ventricle  contains  a  principle  which  overmlei 
and  legulalea  tbe  respiratory  movements,  vomiitng  and  crying.  Id  this  part 
of  Ibe  eacepbalon  reaidea  a  principle,  in  viriue  of  which  an  animal  haa  the 
coBacioofmets  of  tactile,  and  alaa  of  sonorous  impresstoaa. 

Ofi  Ike  eauaeg  of  tudden  death.  By  Alphaiue  Deverrie.* — It  is  the  com- 
mon opinion  Ibat  upoplexy  i*  the  roost  freqneni  caese  ofsndden  death.  M. 
A.  DeveT^ie  has  endeavoured  io  asceiiain  hnw  far  ibis  opinion  is  fonnded 
In  traib,  and  has  found  that  sudden  death  from  affection  of  tbe  hiain  ia  rare. 
Of  forty  cases  which  ha  has  examined  be  has  met  with  fonronly  in  which 
death  resulted  from  an  aSectton  of  Ibe  brain  ;  three  in  which  tbere  was  con- 

Etioir  of  Ihe  brain  and  spinal  marrow;  and  twelve  io  which  the  brain  and 
gs  were  aimullaneously  affected.  Sadden  death  from  an  aHeclion  of  ihe 
lungs  alone  is  the  most  common.  M.  Devergie  mei  with  twelve  cases  of 
thin  out  of  forty  ;  and  if  to  these  we  add  tbe  twelve  examples  of  anddeo 
death  in  wbicn  ihe  lungs'  and  brain  were  both  affected,  we  shall  have 
twenly-fuur  oul  of  rorly  in  which  the  longs  were  affected  in  cases  of  sadden 
death.  Death  from  amotion  of  the  heart  waa  ibe  moat  rare.  M.  Derergia 
met  with  il  only  three  limes. 
Il  results  from  these  researches  that,  if  arranged  according  to  ibe  order 

■  Uittl  e  MUieala  d«  Paris,  19lb  Odaber,  1839,  and  Edinb.  Hodieal  aod  Sarfieat 
Joaroai,  Jaouary,  1640,  p.  S39. 

■  Aanalea  d'Hvciine  Pabliqoa,  July,  1838,  and  Edinb.  Had,  and  Barf.  JoorMl, 
J;.Mary,  1810,  p.  S«L 
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of  their  frequeBcri  •nddeii  dealb*  are  occuioawl,  1.  from  to  affMlis*  af 
tbe  luDca ;  2.  of  the  luogi  Bod  brain  ;  3.  of  the  brtio  and  tpiiial  marrow  ; 
4.  froo)  bemorrhage  ;  5.  rrom  an  afieciioo  of  the  heart,  it  is  canieqaentty 
ancirnrio  regard  apoplexr.  thai  is  circumscribed  cerebral  hemorrhage,  a« 
Ihfl  most  commoD  cause  or  sudden  death,  since  of  fort*  catei  M>  Devergie 


ob*et*ed  an  apoplectic  eSitsion  of  blood  oolf  oore.  Bangnitieoni  eongca- 
(ioBS  of  (be  menJBgea  shoald  not  be  ranked  among  cerebral  hemorrfaBgei. 
M.  Derergie  farther  asceriaJDed  that  soddeii  deaiha  were  more  freqoeat 
duriag  winter,  and  more  common  in  men  iban  women.  Among  the  fortj 
deaths  noted  onlf  Gtc  were  of  wotnen.  He  also  ohaerred  thai  sudden  death* 
occur  chicBf  among  persons  from  fortj  to  fif^y,  and  aixtf  to  aeTratj  yean 
of  age. 


NECROLOGY. 


MM.  BiM,  ami  H.  Clogutt.—Oar  recent  Joornals'  annoBBce  the  deaths 
of  H.  Biett,  one  of  the  physieinn*  of  the  Hospital  St.  Louis,  well  known  for 
bia  valaable  researches  on  cutaneous  diseases;  and  of  M.  Hippolytc  Clo- 
qtiet,  tbe  author  of  many  contributions  to  medical  science,  of  which  bis 
Faumt  del  Mtdtcuu,  ia  font  rolomea,  is  the  .moat  elaborate. 
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9et  tha  Antricu  IMIcal  bulll(nc«r. 
Jl«t.  I^CAftS  (^  FISTULA  IN  ANO,  WITH  OBSERVATIONS. 

CotaaUi,  Boatfe  OmXiM,  Apifl  •,  1MB. 

CotmIhw  Hotcas,  «L  26,  a  ImUm,  oi  an  uabMUk;  aipvci,  wa*  adwkMd 
Hfto  hoapital,  bbmirui(  OBder  ik«  above  •OKpUiDt,  of  whiek  ibafolloviaf 
w  M  accoiMc  ^uMrj,  at  tha  iim«  of  hU  aimisaioo. 

Tkm  an  (kree  fatglona  ^wniags  eloM  to  ika  verge  of  the  asoa  am  llw 
laft  aide,  two  of  wbkb  are  very  aaaall,  aad  will  aearcatf  admit  ike  pwal  of 


MmM*  «HV,  iwv  UA     laitlL'll    SflV  TVFJ  «■§■■!,  owl    Will    PHICI 

a  proka :  ike  third  aad  noat  axlanal  osa  ia  miiek  larger  i 

SBMMk  aad  iadontod,  aad  the  iata«MMata  aroHid  It  ara  for 

ted,  tkiakaocd,  aod  deiaehed  fiwa  ue  aabjaeeDt  parta.    Upoa  iatrodacioc 


o  tae  niMl  iateraal  of  thtaa  ia^otn  opeaiaga,  a  eaaal  can  be 

*'  '    '  '     ke  netum  abooi  an  iuk  aad  a  kalf,  bnt 

Ateatiae.    Naitbet  of  the  otber  two  ex- 

wieaie.witk  tbe  bat  iseBtioaad  ittnlooa 

lacUun.    He  aeOan  no  paia,  bat  gnat 


tends  aohifb  letter  do  ikcvcauuauBieaie.witktke  ^t  iseBtieaad  ittnlooa 
epeuBfb  aot  with  tbe  canal  of  iha 


■■iniineea  wken  walkiog,  or  wkilat  aiiiiog  on  ike  pan.  His  breatbiag  ie 
akott,  aad  be  it  iroabled  wiib  palpiutiooa  of  bii  heart,  panioDlarli  after  the 
alisklcat  azertioD.  He  laboor*  under  a  diatrewiog  co«ifn,  whuh  ia  attended 
ezpeetoratioa.  The  polae  ia  112,  and  varie*  upeo  the  aliifhlati 
of  poUnre.  He  haa  nocturnal  parapiraiiona,  which  are  priacipallf 
3  to  hi*  bead  and  chest.  Hit  apoetke  i«  tolerably  good  j  ka  kaa  no 
thirst,  and  bitbowelt  are  generally  regular. 

He  alalea  thai  hia  coi^plaiat  commenced  about  fiAecn  weeks  previoua 
10  his  admiction  iato  the  hotpital ;  at  wtueh  lime  be  iisi  ohaerved  two 
unall  iwelKnga  in  the  vicinity  of  tbe  anu*,  which  at  timet  gave  him  a  good 
deal  of  pain,  eapeeially  when  be  coughed,  toeeaed,  or  went  to  atool,  and  in 
aiuing  he  waa  compelled  to  rest  apoa  the  right  bullock,  that  is.  tbe  OMoaiie 
oiM.  A(  the  expiiaiion  ofa  roooik,  tbe  tkin  covetiag  tkcee  swelliags  naviag 
beeooie  red,  and  tha  pain  acnte,  he  was  obliged  to  apply  to  a  aiKgeon,  y^o, 
to  relieve  him,  made  as  incitioa  into  each  twelling,  whet  a  tjnaniiiy  oi 
ieiid  mailer  ittued  from  ihem,  which  afforded  him  inatantaneoot  teliaf 
from  ^n.  They  have  conlinned  lo  diacbarga  matter  of  an  Ddenaive  nature 
ever  siaee,  bnl  he  hat  aeeer  observed  air  or  y<ac««  to  escape  thn»gb  tke 

e  moniht,  and  ke  thinks  it 

were  ooraed.    Bf  the  at- 

D  atcertaiiMd  that  toWcles  eutt  in  tha 

,      ID  ascribe  no  eause  for  hia  comolaint. 

Aceonling  to  his  own  nccoani,  he  baa  always,  lived  in  a  moderate  aad  tag«- 
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lar  maDner,  allbougb  be  ackaowtedges  haTJag  aodergone  a  mercurial  count 
about  fire  yean  prerioa>l]r  for  a  veaereal  eomplatni. 

Upoa  coninltatios  be  waa  deemed  a  eobjeot  nnfil  for  operaiios,  a^d  b« 
was  according!]'  diicbarged  from  the  hoq)iu1. 

Obtervatians. 

Id  case*  like  (he  preaeot,  it  it  alwar*  a  most  detirabte  object  to  aieertain, 
aifaras  poaaiMe,  oie  baWts  of  thepatieoi;  for  a  au^eon,  who  ti*M  ia  a 
large  city,  and  wbo  is  aecnstomed  lo  aee  more  of  the  farfooa  lr«d«a  labour- 
ing QBder  disease,  itill  upon  reflection  aod  from  eiperieoce,  find  that  dif- 
ferent tradea  are  subject  lo  diffeient  diseases  :  that  ibe  members  of  one  cla« 
are'  more  dissipated  than  those  of  another:  tbal  diseases  in  them  are  modi- 
fied by  their  prerious  habits,  and  that  it  not  unfrequeDily  happens  ihejr  are 
unfit  subjects  for  undergoing  snrgical  operations.  The  mao,  whose  case  bas 
been  jnst  related,  belongs  lo  ibe  trade  of  baiters,  wbo,  ii  is  found,  are  a  inrj 
dissipated  class  of  tike  community,  and  are  eoDiequenily  ill  adapted  lo  be«r 
an  operation  well. 

From  the  bi8toT|  of  this  case  it  is  ditoorered,  that  distinct  abaceaaM 
formed  in  the  Ticinily  of  ibe  anus;  and,  alihougb  in  ibis  instance,  the  fistnl« 
da  not  cororounicite  with  the  gut,  yet  in  the  generality  of  eases,  where 
more  than  one  exists,  the  einmea  do  commnnicale  with  the  inteatine;  and 
it  Ir  also  obserred  that  a  succession  of  abscesses  is  produced,  whilst  one  is 
being  conreried  into  a  fistula.  The  pnlae  in  this  case  is  accelerated  upos 
the  slightest  exertion,  and  by  means  of  ibe  stethoscope,  the  exitteDee  of 
mbereles  in  the  lungs  has  been  ascertained  ;  so  that,  taking  these  eirenm- 
stanees  into  consideration,  it  most  be  inferred  that  he  is  not  a  fit  subject  to 
nndergo  an  operation.  To  those  who  were  only  partially  acquainted  with 
the  true  nature  of  this  complaint,  it  mieht  perhaps  appear,  (hat  erery  case 
of  flstnla  in  ano  might  be  o^nled  od  ;  out  experience  prorea  the  eonirair, 
so  that  an  accomte  diacriminalion,  as  will  be  presently  seen,  is  absolnlefy 
re()uisite. 

A  flttula  always  pre-snpposes  an  abscess  or  wound  :  an  abscess,  wbeo  it 
forms  near  lo  (be  anus  or  in  the  perineum,  either  bursts  spontanefwsly,  or, 
to  relieve  the  patient,  is  opened  by  ibe  surgeon  ;  aftei  which  it  degeneratea 
into  a  fistula,  bafing  hard  and  callons  edges,  and  is  not  disposed  to  heal,  on 
account  of  the  thin  matter,  which  is  coDatsnity  escapioz,  and  of  ihe  nature 
of  the  parts,  which  in  this  region  are  loaded  with  an  immense  quantity  of 
fiit,  and  are  not,  as  in  other  parts  of  the  body,  capable  of  lakrog  on  the  ad- 
hesive inflammation.  Although  tbis  is  the  mode  in  which  an  abaces*  de* 
geoentea  into  a  fialnla,  yet  a  fistula  in  ano  is  very  often  (he  remit  of  a 
wound. 

Pislula  in  ano,  in  relation  to  the  internal  orifice  of  Ihe  Gstuloua  canal, "baa 
been  arranged  under  diSerent  heads,  to  which  the  celebrated  Mr.  Pott  has 
applied  the  name  of  "  complete,"  "  incomplete,"  end  "  blind"  fistula.  He 
calls  that  fistula  complete,  when  one  or  more  external  orificea  eommunicate 
by  one  or  more  interns)  openings  with  the  canal  of  the  rectum.  Incomplete, 
when  there  is  an  external  orifice,  and  no  communication  whatever  wiih  the 
gut;  and  bRnd  fistula,  when  there  in  no  external  opening,  but  when  there  ia 
an  internal  orifice  coromuuicating  with  ihe  intestine.  The  case  related  ia 
one  of  incomplete  flstnla;  there  waa  no  internal  opening,  and  the  head  of  ibe 
probe  could  not  be  fell  naked,  altboogh  it  eoutd  be  fell  through  the  waits  of 
the  intestine ;  besides,  when  the  patient  passed  either  flatus  or  fkces,  be  waa 
not  sensible  of  either  issuing  through  Ihe  opening ;  all  these  cireumstancaa 
are  learnt  from  the  history  &f  the  case. 

With  respect  lo  the  external  opening,  when  it  is  situate  near  to  (he  rec- 
tum, (here  are  not  tnany  parte  to  cut  through  during  the  operaiioo ;  bui  when 
it  is  al  a  distance  from  the  aoos,  as  near  to  the  Inberosily  of  the  ischium, 
all  the  iDterrening  parts  mnsi  be  divided,  which  is  a  severe  operation,  and 
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1  C0BaW«rabie  len^h  of  lime  tmut  elopar,  befoM  Ihe  healinf  proceos  h  per- 
fteted.  A(  ottier  limes,  there  mijr  be  nore  oneningt  than  oae,  and  the  en- 
tire trajel  of  the  siotis  ia  rery  caDom  Md  hard,  to  roncb  so  that  in  the 
operation,  partieahrly  ia  incomplete  Ostola,  it  Dot  nnrreqaenilr  happens 
inat  the  iDSIromenl  breaks,  which  is  an  tccident  that  wears  an  unfaTourable 
appearance,  ftlthoo^b  it  may  bare  been  Ihe  baandpn  dDty  of  the  surgeon  to 
peTform  the  op«raiion :  io  private  practice,  ihh  accident  is  of  more  moment, 
than  in  the  ordinarr  duties  of  an  nospitHl :  e^in,  in  this  latter  instanee,  in 
consequence  of  the  hardness  oribe  pan,  they  are  a  looc  lime  in  hcaliDK,  and 
remain  so,  before  nny  impression  can  be  made  on  inem  by  eiterna!  and 
stimulating  applieatioos. 

Before  Ihe  operation  is  proceeded  with,  pariienlar  inqoiries  ihonld  be 
made  into  the  state  of  the  patient's  health,  and  it  is  also  ueeessory,  that  he 
sbonld  labmit  to  an  accurate  local  eiaoiinatjon ;  a^eiiber  local  or  eonsti- 
Iniional  causes  are  sufficient  to  forbid  the  operatioD ;  the  latter  are  lo  be 
moet  diligently  scrutinized  ;  the  former  are  leas  devious. 

A  quesiion  thence  arises,  what  are  the  coDstiiDtioDal  causes,  which  pro- 
hibit the  operation?  If  the  patient  has  any  eoirgh,  thereby  indicating  an 
afliKiion  of  the  chetl,  minute  inqalri^  shonld  be  instituted  as  to  the  naiore 
and  qaalily  of  the  eipeetoiation,  end  whether  the  patient  laboured  under 
ihe  thoracic  affection  preTJoas  to,  or  al^er  the  formation  of  the  abscess. 
The  man  whose  case  nas  been  detailed  above,  bad  eoogph  and  palpiiniton 
of  Ihe  heart  long  before  the  local  symptomi  made  their  sppearauce,  and 
in  all  orobability  ibe  abscess  was  owiog  to  Ihe  coostiintioBal  distress, 
which  aad  eiisted  for  so  \oa^  a  time  already,  and,  if  he  had  been  sob- 

Cc(  lo  hemarrboids,  was  oceasioned  by  the  interruption  given  lo  (he  circu- 
lion  of  the  venous  blood.  A  slight  cause,  however,  produced  the  ab- 
scess, and  it  is  evident  that  ibe  fisluUe  were  consequent  to  the  pulmonary 
irritation.  If,  theiefore,  a  patient  has  nocturnal  perspirations,  or  labonia 
nndet  any  of  the  above  evrnptoms.  and  if  by  meaas  of  the  stelhoscope  a 
peimaneot  disease  in  the  lungB  is  detected,  it  would  be  fruitless  lo  perfoim 
the  operatiao,  Ihe  parts  would  not  heal,  whilst  Ihe  hectic  fever  remained, 
althoDKh'  but  few  parts,  as  io  the  ease  before  me,  were  to  be  cut  through, 
ainec  Ue  probe  can  be  felt  almost  naked  through  the  walls  of  .the  inteaiine, 
when  it  hss  been  tDtrodoccd  into  the  fistula  :  besides,  bis  pulse  is  raised  to 
130  DD  Ihe  slightest  exertion. 

Instsoces.  however,  are  occasionally  met  with,  where  the  patient  snSeis 
from  hectic  fever,  opprrBsiou  of  Ihe  cheat,  eougli  and  expect(»alioD,  and 
where  the  operation  may  be  after  sa»«  time  performed ;  hn(  even  here,  it 
most  he  bwne  in  mind,  that  these  symptoms  raiui  have  been  eoosequeiil, 
and  not  antecedent  to  the  fortnation  of  the  abscess  and  subsequent  fistula  : 
thus,  if  a  man  sits  on  a  damp  place,  or  gets  a  cold,  an  abscess  may  form  near 
the  anus,  but  the  constitutional  symptoms  are  only  temporary,  and  by  at- 
tending to  the  nociarnal  perspirations  and  advising  the  patieai  to  a  cha«ge 
of  air,  (here  will  be  no  consiitntional  disturbance  after  the  lapse  of  a  £ew 
mmibs,  when  the  operation  may  be  undeNaken  with  perfect  safely  and 
with  every  prospect  of  sdcoms;  but  if  the  operation  had  been  performed 
daring  the  presence  of  ibe  pulmonary  affection,  he  would  not  recover,  as  he 
was  not  then  in  a  slate  fit  to  bear  ibe  operation.  In  the  case  under  investi- 
gvtion,  the  operation  would  not  have  relieved  him,  as  the-historv  of  the  case 
demottstralea  in  the  most  satisfactory  maanei,  that  the  patient  laboured  un- 
der pcbnooary  discaae,  a  long  tiuM  previous  to  the  occonene*  of  the  fistula 
for  which  he  was  admitted  into  the  hospital. 

The  local  circumstances  prohibiting  an  operation  are  few,  yet  they  are  not 
to  he  overlooked  :  sometimes  a  fistula  in  ano  is  accompanied  by  a  scinho- 
eoniraeied  rectum,  so  that  when  the  flnger  is  iafrodueed  np  the  rectum,  it 
is  done  with  difficulty,  sod  when  withdrawn  it  is  tinged  wlih  blood,  and 
after  the  examination,  the  patient  experiences  ercraciaiing  pain  t  an  opera- 
tion nndei'  sucb  eircamsiances  would  only  tend  to  an  aggravation  of  the 
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■^■nplomt  of  ike  diwue,  mai  «  tbers  aM  no  specific  iDB>nt  of  tmriu  tb« 
dtWMe  or  tht  rectan,  it  wotiM  b«  n«<lti«H  to  opante  apon  k  fiilnla  of  ihia 
bMok,  UDlil  Ihe  meaot  of  caring  tbe  rectum  itaelTwcre  atcerlaiued.  Soaft- 
timei  there  ii  true  cmaeer  of  the  rectum  eoniteoted  with  fittoU  ip  ano}  ihia 
■ffeclioD  whcH  it  occnrt,  i*  fouDd  antoog  old  people,  i* ken  the  rectoaa  and 
McompanyiBg  fiatnlK  are  at  a  eloor  hardaeea.  lou^h  and  irregular  to  the 
to«ch  like  a  autmeg-graler,  and  atteaded  with  iaociaatiag  paioi  and  an  ax- 
coriating  dieehat^e:  av  camion  ht  aueh  tnalaneea  weuU  be  higUr  im- 
proper, aaalao  where  tbe  paiieai  laboured  anderaoj'  urinary  diaeasa.  There 
are  alao  other  ceuoes  to  IbrUd  the  operation,  aa  diseaavt  of  the  neighbouring 
boaet,  socb  at  theaacraro,  coccjrx,  aud  toberoiitj  ofihe  iscbium  :  theae  af 
feotiona  are  antecedent  to  the  Gslala,  eo  that  the  original  coinplaint  mual  be 
lenoTed,  before  the  lecondary  aSeclton  can  be  cured.  Agata,  the  fialals 
tBBjr  have  originated  high  tip  along  the  aide  of  tbe  rectum,  far  hevOnd  the 
reach  «f  the  finger:  bcNdaa,  the  reclom  mav  be  aurrotMded  with  a  dMp 
fisaure  or  ulceration,  ao  aa  to  be  oomplatelr  isolated  from  the  tutnxindiiic 

Erie ;  in  such  nnpropiiioua  circumstances,  iu>  surgeoB  woald  auempt  aa 
cardoasan  ejpedieot  as  an  CHMratioD. 

Prom  a  reviaw  of  (he  remarxt  I  have  Just  made  in  reUtion  to  the  tmt- 
menl  of  fistula  in  aao,  it  mast  appeal  aamciendy  evident,  that  every  case  ia 
not  adapted  for  aa  opeimtien;  that  a  nice  diMrinunaiion  ia  of  the  aimoat 
utiiitjr,  and  that  an  aceurate  histary  of  the  cause  and  course  of  the  disease, 
and  of  the  state  of  the  consiiuiion  ia  each  particulai  instance,  is  ofparn- 
mount  intportaacs  vt  the  practitionei^ 

RoaERT  Vooui,  H.  D^  A.  B.  T.  C.  D., 

Royal  CoU^e  of  Surgeons  in  Ireland. 


BIBLIOORAPHICAL  NOTICKS. 

BoardmatfM  Eto)^  on  tt*  Meant  of  Improving  Medical  Education.' 
The  aotbvr  i«  a  fowig  gndvate,  but  not  a  ooriee  io  thiaking  or  in  wri- 
ting. He  speaks  oal  boldly,  and  geaeraHf,  we  thiok,  correctly.  There  can 
be  ao  doabt  wbalcTei,  thav  medical  education— aa  praclicallf  administered 
— admiu  of  grcU  and  tam%  beneficial  refonn  j  but  all  the  necessary  ehangw 
ara  beset  viih  nnnenns  and,  il  aeenw  to  na,  inaoperaUa  oheUclea.  U  th« 
orerwhelmiDg  nnmber  of  RNdieal  aehools  in  this  oountry,  it  ia  inpowiU* 
to  obtain  unirersal  accordance  in  any  plan  ihat  may  be  pioposed.  Il  has 
been  over  and  over  again  suggested,  tbal  some  ODirorm  course  might  be 
thought  of,  provided  a  conreatioa  were  to  assemble  for  Ibis  purpose ;  but 
this  conrentioa  weald  neret  veei  with  the  eoncttrrencs  of  all  tbe  chartered 
itutitatiaofr— aad  eoaseqocntly  any  phm  il  might  prMcribe  would  he  aane- 
tioned  only  by  tbe  panin  Io  the  contract  The  schools  in  which  Ihe  btni- 
neas  of  teacbiag  is  limited  to  a  few  weeks  would  coniinae  to  puisne  their 
coarse  j  and  aa  tbe  main-— and  with  Baoy  the  aole — object  of  the  student  is 
too  oAm  merely  to  get  his  diplona,  tbe  evil  woold  scarcely  be  mitigated.  It 
ia  trae  tt  would  be  holding  up  a  goal  fov  him,  wb«  is  deairoas  of  full  infcr- 
mation  in  bis  calling;  hni  how  lew  are  there  who  are  anxious  to  obtain 
more  than  a  mere  license  to  practice, 
After  all,  indeed,  il  mast  be  admitted)  t^>  tUe  merit  of  the  pbysieian 
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BHst  rest  Bpon  li)mKir,  nd  iIi«T  tke  dlptoini  i*  onl^  the  padHtal — ■*  Mod- 
taigne  liu  remarked— th«  man  himielT  being  ihe  lUlae;  still  it  ought  10  be 
•odie  evidence,  that  the  professiouaJ  qaalificatiou  of  iti  possessor  lie  iiicb, 
ifcM  tbe  eoHBBBitjr  aaj  at  loeat  ba  aaft  ia  hi*  kaada. 

The  pfopoaitioDa,  which  Dr.  Boerdoian  leeoaimeiid*  for  the  leformilton 
of  aiedieal  edueatioQ,  and  4he  elendon  ef  raedieal  charieter,  are  the  fet- 
lowing. 

1.  Inaiat  on  DO  qnaliflcalioD^aBBpic-reqMsite  to  a  nedical  diploma,  which 
ia  BOi  Mcoasery  to  the  praciiiiomr  uf  Baediciee,  and  ioaiit  oe  arery  qualifi- 
cMmmi  which  ia  neeeaaanr. 

3.  R^alete  tbe  whole  eoarae  of  medical  •doeatioD  in  accordaucB  with 
what  ahoeld  be  ita  object*,  eaoielr  :  to  so  inatiwe^aad  train  a  set  of  men  u 
m  impan  lo  then  praeticu  skill  to  fulfil  the  dulie*  of  pbysiciaDs  and  anr- 
fies. 

3.  To  aeenra  such  iioalifieatioaa,  confer  the  diploma  oo  no  m*e  who  does 
not  show,  on  a  rigid  esBminiiion,  thai  be  possesses  tbe  necessary  ability  as 
well  as  the  necessary  learning. 

4.  To  aecare  ze^loDS  and  maattrlf  leachinff,  take  fion  medical  coUeRca 
tke  exclnsiTe  right  of  medical  instractioD,  anqsubject  them  to  the  rivalry  of 
)Bdi*idiial  talent  and  enterprise. 

5.  To  aeenre  the  door  of  the  profession  from  beiie  opened  b^  kindoesK, 
hvonriliam,  or  interest,  take  from  medical  teachers  toe  power  of  eoaferriDg 
diplomas,  and  rest  it  in  a  board  of  examiners  appoioted  for  that  parpOM, 

6.  To  secare  e^miners  of  tbe  Unit  ability,  let  them  he  appointed  by  tbe 
profesaioa  at  laijge,  throogh  their  repreaeoiatiTes,  at  the  state  medical  socie- 
tiea,  and  let  their  oflfee  be  eonajdered  a«  the  most  hoooarable  in  the  profes- 
aiea.  To  aeeare  disinterestedness  in  the  examiners,  allow  them  to  bare  no 
eoanectioD  with  the  business  ofedaealion  doring  their  term  of  office,  and  let 
DO  part  of  their  remuneration  depend  on  the  nomber  of  candidates  which 
ihey  may  peaa. 

7.  To  secare  anion  among  medical  omb^  and  vnrfMWtT  in  esedleal  ex- 
aminations, let  the  members  of  ibe  profession  throughout  ine  country  anite 
in  one  body,  to  be  called  the  Medical  UaiTfisiiy  or  College  of  the  United 
Stales,  1^  sending  delegstea  from  each  stale  to  a  yearly  medical  congress. 
the  BeoiBers  of  wbich  shall  Irst  regalate  erery  thin^relaling  to  tbe  general 
welfare'ofthe  profession,  snd  then  form  ibemselres  into  bonrds  of  examiuB' 
tiea.  Bad  proceed  to  all  the  itates  of  the  Uafon  fbr  tbe  purpose  of  examining 
CBttdidaies,  and  conferring  diplomas. 

Jttpai  of  the  PriemV  Atflimjor  Me  Iiuane,  near  Fravkfiird,  Pa.' 

We  eannol  do  better  thaa  present  tbe  following  extract  from  the  repon  of 
the  physicians— Dr.  Charles  Brans,  attending  physician,  and  Dr.  Thomas 
Wood,  resident  physiclaa-^f  this  excellent  insiitaiion. 

At  the  date  of  our  last  annual  repoct.  ibere  were  sitly-lrs  petiaota  re- 
mainiag  in  the  boose,  siaae  which  time  there  bare  been  fifty^four  reoched ; 
making  an  aggregate  «f  one  handred  aad  nineteen  persons  who  have  been 
■adcr  care  during  tbe  put  twelve  months. 

Tbe  number  received  during  that  time,  has  fallen  short  of  that  which  en- 
teied  ia  the  preceding  year,  arising  from  tbe  fact,  that  in  consequence  of 
■say  of  the  patients  renuiniug  a  longer  lime  than  ordiqary  after  coorsles- 
canec,  the  house  has  been  kept  almost  eonsUnily  full ;  the  average  number 
of  inmates  dari«g  caeb  nontk  having  been  sixty-two  ;  exceeding  that  of 
say  foraaer  year. 

■TvsntT-lbiHABnasI  Report  OB  IbaBtaUof  the  Asflamfor  ths  rsUef  of  psrsoof 
difrimdrflh*  ass  of  thslr  reason.   0ra.pp.Si.    PLiUelphla.  IStO. 
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Of  the  Hitenls  adiBiiled  Amio*  (be  yeat,  MTeti  were  Buffering  under  ihoii 
first  attack  or  Insanity,  and  bad  been  aSecied  less  iban  tbree  raontba  at  tbe 
time  of  eoirance  ;  eleven  less  Iban  three  months,  bui  not  with  the  6rat  at- 
tack; Iveoty-one  between  Ibreesnil  twelve  months;  tbree  between  one  and 
two  years ;  seren  between  two  aad^  five  years ;  two  between  five  and  Wtt 
year* ;  aod  three  oTer  ten  years.  Of  tbe  latter,  one  is  becoming  idiotic  Atm 
epilepay.  Or  thete  fifty-four  paiienii,  nineteen  hare  already  been  discbarsed 
cured. — Tbe  whole  number  discharged  during  the  year,  is  fifiy-sii,  and  (our 
have  died;  leaving  firty-nine  remaining  in  the  honse;  of  which  number 
thirty-six  ore  malea  and  tmniy-Ibree  females. 

Two  of  tbe  deaths  resulted  from  acute  inflammation  of  the  brain,  one  from 
mania  a  polu,  and  one  from  general  infiammaiioa  of  the  serona  membranes. 
In  all  the  cases,  the  patieals  were  dangeiously  ill  when  brought  to  Ibe  Aay- 
Imn,  and  died  within  a  short  timearter  admission. 

Of  these  one  buadred  and   niueteea  patients,  siily-Ihree  are  mates,  and 
fifly'six  females:  serenty'three  are  single,  and  forty-six  are  or  bare  beea 
married.    Tbeir  c1assifle«tion  and  (he  result  of  treatment,  are  as  follows ; 
FIRST  CLASS. 
Palieirts  diseased  less  than  three  montba  at  tbe  time  of  edB'issian, 

and  the  Br«t  attack, 8 

Restored, 5 

'Maoh  knproTtd, 1 

Coaralaseeol, 1 

Med I — S 

Vndcr  three  monthsbot  not  Ihs  first  attack, Ifi 

KaStDTMl,  .         <         .         .         , It 

OonnlaMant, 1 

ISad,                                                          '.'.'.       I                '.  S-U 
SECOND  CLASS. 

Ont  Ihrea  and  nadw  Iwcha  aKintha, M 

Baatwtd, 11 

MaotLiiDprond, 2 

Impcurad,       ,. ...3 

Statlooarj, g 

Oi«l. l-»4 


THIRD  CLASS. 


Betweeo  ooe  aad  two  jaars, 
Rctliirtd, 


Statigiury, 

FOURTH  CLASS. 

0»er  two  yeare,       ...... 

ReatDTMl, 


SuiioDSfy, 48—65 

Of  the  fourth  class  there  ate  but  fire  who  hare  been  deranged  less  than 
five  years;  twelve  hare  been  deranged  between  five  and  ten;  iwdre  be- 
tween ten  and  iwealy  ;  ten  hetween  twaoty  and  thirty  ;  and  four  over  forty 
years ;  Tour,  imbecile  from  puberty,  are  included  In  the  number. 

Where  patieoisare  discharged  with  certificates  of  "much  Improred,"  and 
conralescence  goea  on  until  health  is  completely  restored  the  care  may  be 
justly  aiiribuied  to  the  means  employed  at  tbe  Asylum. 


I  Was  well  sooo  after  leaviag  tho  A*;lwn, 
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SECAPITDLATION. 

PaluoU  ID  tha  AajUm  3d  moUlt  Irt,  1839,  . 


.  M-I19 

Dueharnd  or  d»<^ GD 

Raniaioinx  in  iha  Aiilam  3d  monlb  11,  IStO,        ....  5»-119 

Oi'tlia  lixij  patteaU  iiiehmrgpi  tlwM  were,  reitoivd,     .  .  S5 


Inch  impron 


BtatioBuT, 

Wf*. *-w 

0rtbaSft;-»lD»|»lkaUrMuiabixiBtlwIliMM,tb«nu*FaMwa4,   U 

CoonlvMaM, 3 

InproMd, 4 

Sitiourj, 43—59 

or  the  •e*eD(e«i  patients  ditcharftd  ^' Matitmarif,"  •ifb4  bad  beea  de- 
ranged more  than  tsn  yMtn,  two  fatiwMB  fire  and  ten  yttn,  and  tkrac  ware 
imbedle  frcm  fouth. 

Of  thoaa  iMnaininc  m  the  hoaae,  atoitonory,  foar  are  uibc«)le,  twa  at* 
epilcptiea,  ww  baa  iwes  dennyed  OTer  thinr  yean )  tea  batwcta  iweRijr 
and  thiriT  ;  eigbt  bMireen  Kn  and  iwtBtjr,  ud  (hiiieeu  between  five  aad 
ten  yeara.    One  entered  the  inaUtatioa  yesterday. 

8u(  of  those  reanaining  ia  tbc  houw,  reatored,  are  wtitiag  antii  aaffieiaat 
time  baa  eUpted  to  taat  ibe  seearity  of  tbeir  health,  and  fwii  are  M  casci 
of  paroxyamal  wsanity,  now  anieyiag  ao  tnterral  sf  reaaaa. 

Eieeptlag  ibe  foar  easea  wbieb  teiminatad  &tally,  there -faaa  b«ea  bvt 
tittle  aeriMS  aetUe  diaeaea  in  the  houte  during  tb«  year ;  aitd  at  the  presevi 
time  the  patieMa  are  nearly  all  in  the  ecjoymeat  of  good  bcahh,  with  the 
axeapiion  oftboae  tesiona  of  the  brain  which  aStct  the  manifestaboDB  ofthe 
mind.  No  accidcat  of  a  terioiu  character  has  oceorred ;  and  beside  the 
cures  which  have  hees  efiecied,  ibe  comfort  of  those  iadlridoaU,  suOeTing 
fram  long  ataodiag  disesse,  and  who  have  be«a  brought  to  the  insiitntioa 
with  little  or  bo  itopt  of  Ibeir  being  reatered,  has  been  nniformly  aogmantarf, 
their  habits  greatly  improved,  and  ia  many  initaaeca  their  aHiction  stripped 
of  many  of  its  moM  distreeting  charaateristics. 

In  cflbcting  these  resnila,  the  same  combinatiaB  of  medieat  and  BMial 
lieatment  ha*  been  relied  upon,  wbieb,  ander  the  bliieeiag  of  Divine  Provi- 
denee,  has  beretoforw  been  atieaded  with  the  same  gratifyiog  soeeets.  In 
the  medical  praacriptions,  we  have  no  faToorita  temMy  to  be  nsorted  to  as 
a  panacea  upon  all  oceaaiooa ;  but  eodeavotiriDg  to  become  acqaaiated  wkti 
the  varions  morbid  conditions  which  cbaracleriie  each  individual  case,  the 
effort  is  made  to  edoni  sucb  a  course  of  theiapcutical  ircatment  as  they  ap- 
pear respectively  to  Jemand. 

The  amusement  of  the  convalescent  patients,  and  their  emplovmeiit  in 
tome  manoa)  labour  with  a  view  of  promoting  ibeir  bodily  and  mental 
health,  has  of  latter  yean  claimed  increased  attention  in  our  ioslilution ; 
and  the  beneficial  eBecls  consianlljr  arising  from  theib,  prove  that  they  are 
deserving  the  care  bestowed  in  their  promotion.  From  the  more  sedentary 
habits,  and  the  kind  of  employment  to  which  all  females  are  more  or  lest 
aecDsiomed,  there  it  comparatively  but  Utile  difficulty  in  furniabing  them 
with  occupation  suited  to  their  tastes;  but  the  introduction  of  a  general 
system  of  employment  amongil  a  company  of  men,  many  of  whom  have 
never  been  accustomed  to  labour  of  any  kind,  is  attended  with  many  more 
difficulties  than  those  practically  uoacoDaintcd  with  the  subject,  are  likely 
to  suppose.  We  have,  however,  by  the  liberality  of  the  managers,  suc- 
ceeded within  the  last  year  to  a  much  greater  extent  than  at  any  former 
period.  In  addition  to  our  former  resoorces  the  work-shop  has  been  greatly 
"       ■  ■  "  " I  reduced. 


enlaced  and  improved,  and  the  manufacture  of  baskets  has  been  inlroduced 
From  both  these,  the  most  decided  advanttEe  has  been  gained;  mapyc 
Ibe  patients  beconiDg  permanently  interested  in  the  occupation  fginisbe 
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b|r  UwB  mpeetinW,  luiTe  iherebT  been  enabled  lo  pau  awa;  tbeir  tim« 

«4;rarabtr  to  ibniuefret,  whtit  tfac  esctdsv  asd  aniweBirat  tbas  alliMlcd, 
bare  eootriboted  powerfnity  to  the  rHtontion  oT  theii  beallb.  Coneetcd 
with  ihlf  tabjeel  ne  suy  ber»  uy,  ib«l  in  eooformitr  wJtb  ihe  experieace 
or  all  Mber  limilar  iottiiaiiont  whicb  ba*e  aiade  lae  eipetimcnt  botb  in 
ihU  coaatrj  aad  io  Europe  (numberiog  tvelTe  or  foarteen),  we  hare  found 
no  danger  in  trattina  the  patient!  wiin  all  tuch  tooli  as  are  lequiaitc  for 
canying  on  ifaeir  diBereat  kiodi  af  work-  No  aceideat  whatavei  baa  oc- 
canad,  eilber  to  them  or  to  their  aiiendaai* ;  nor  do  «e  think  aaj  need  be 
apprehended,  ao  long  ««  care  ia  taken  la  the  nelectian  of  patiani*  lo  ba  em' 
pWed  and  in  haviag  luitabte  eareukera  coaitaotl;  with  then. 

Dnring  the  samaiFr  mombe  man]'  of  the  mco  ipeod  aome  hoora  of  the 
d«T  in  working  in  the  eaideo  and  on  the  Tann  ;  nor  indeed  are  they  wbally 
debarred  froai  the  beneit  derired  bmn  tbia  ktad  of  CDaplorB«Bt  daring  the 
wiaur,  at  the  earc  of  the  Uock,  dtc,  aCbrde  isfBeieBl  cffiorniaity  and  ia- 
ducemeot  for  some  to  employ  ibemkeWei  in  the  opea  air.  Aa  eipericDca 
fcaa  ful^  proved  that  exercise  in  the  open  air  pnmietes  ifca  man  speedy 
cara  of  Ibia  iasaae,  we  andeaToor  to  extend  lo  thoae  nnder  aw  cane  iM  ad- 
raatafea,  by  naki^  it  a  itile,  that  whenaTai  the  weather  will  jteiKut,  all 
ihe  patients  who  are  well  eneogb,  ebaU  ]>Bsa  a  portion  of  ibeir  liaoa  o«tf  pf 
daon,  and  by  inducing  ibcnn  to  engage  in  Hm*  of  the  rarioae  kind*  of 
aanscsent  protided,  at  playing  qnoit^  ball,  walkiac,  fte.  Riding  ia  the 
carriage,  and  upoa  the  circalar  railroad,  viinalad  in  Uie  lawn  froating  tbe 
bouae,  continue  lo  be  fanurila  aoorcea  of  health  aad  enjoyment.     Hoat  of 


the  paiteaia  hare  ceniioMd  to  meet  on  one  ereBing  in  t&c  week  doriw  the 
winter,  a*  a  aociety,  for  tbe  pniiMse  of  engaging  in  conTeraaiioa  oe  deaaie  t 
aad  a  ooarae  of  lactarcs  on  ehaanattr,  illuatratad  with  intarealiag  aaperi- 


lenta,  has  been  deUramd  lo  tb«m  by  the  taaidMil  physwiaa. 
Wa  bare  atill  caaM  lo  repeat  the  eoaiplaint  ao  often  reiterated  ia  oar  for- 
HMT  repefta,  ibal  moM  of  the  patienia  broaght  lo  tita  Aaylam,  bare  bean 
allowad  M  tuSbr  nndea  tbeir  diseatea,  fof  ao  long  a  linae,  beiare  ibeir  frkods 
were  willing  to  plaee  tbeaa  ia  an  inatiiattoa  pMpared  exptaaely  for  tbe  ireat- 
meoi  of  tbe  insane,  that  tbe  probability  of  their  reetwatiaa  is  maiarially 
laeaened :  aad  alao  that  aiter  Tecorer;  has  been  eSeetcd,  in  loo  Bianjr  in- 
staneee  the  friends  of  the  patienia  are  persoaded  lo  remorc  tbe  iadiridual 
before  eoSoieat  time  has  been  allowed  for  the  brain  to  have  ila  heallky 
•dim  eenebnrated.  Air  trnproTaineat  haweiet  in  thia  latKt  respect  is 
atkiajplam. 
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PkOadtlplM  BoipitaL 
TW  TftllowiBs  TkblncMKu  die  «um  iMaled  w  lb«  diicfmit  wsr^  of 
the  medical  jefMruaent  of  this  ezlenire  a»d  knponant  ehariijr,  during  ibc 
yetr  1833.  Altauting  phpticiam,  accordiog  to  aentoihr  of  appoioimeDr, 
SiBOel  JackaoD,  H.  D^  C.  W.  Paoaock,  M.  D^  Vf.  W.  Gerhard,  M.  D., 
and  RoUey  Danfliaoa,  H.  D.j  Aamditig  mrg^nt,  William  Gib*oB, 
~  L  D.,  W.  B.  Horaer,'  If.  D.,  J.  Panasaal,  H.  D^  and  Edwi^  Peace,  H.D. 


ilummmy  of  Case*  tremiad  in  tha  Men't  lA>»pU9i,  ^tocltUy., 
from  Jbnatay  1st,  1839,  to  January  \at,  1S40. 


Apopluty,  . 
Anaonn  sTAorla, 
AraehnitiB, 

BraaebitK  Aeata, 

**  Chrooic, 

Coap  da  Solai), 
Caegtmtim  oT  Brain, 


-      Tjphoid. 
•*      Gklanhal, 
■■      OMtrie,   . 
G4ilrili<.    . 

■•  oT  Langi, 

Hj|ianni|4ij  ctf  Hmti 
Hemiplrgi*, 
Hepalitii^  . 


Inflanmilion  of  B)Hn«, 
■*  Braiii, 
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or  Ik  •boo*,  71  wen  cdograd.    Total  nanibeT  iduiHaa  to  BwiimI  Depcrtnuta, 
fTS. 
Total  Mnber  admlUed  to  Hen's  Hoipito)  for  Um  jaar,  1177.    Oftlia  above  134 

Harrkd,  Xtl;  WMowen,  184 ;  KhIo,  409: 

lalaapenta,  719 ;  Hodenrt».3S7;  Tuaparate, SOT. 

Owmrinw.— AeooimtuK*,  19;  BdofcUndeM,  IB;  Briek  Makan,  34 ;  BhehMnMi*, 
17;  BDlcbera,»:  Baibm,  19 ;  Ccneb  Hakera,  13 ;  Caopen, « :  CarpaBlcra, 59 ;  C(i|». 
pmmhha,  93 ;  Dma,  19 1  Bamvari,  9 1  FiriMn,  CI ;  QardaMra,  19 ;  HitMn.  41 1 
ia«dlna,lti  Lo^  Mak«TB,91;  Mitkn,  11  ;  HteMakk.lO;  PrMUn,  34;  Poctan, 
tt|  PMar  Utktn,  ISiPaktara,  10;  Saddkm,  S3|  etManaken,  9«;  SaBara,  £9; 
fiUtaramiUia,  0;  Tailora,  SI;  Tarncn,  IS;  TanDan,  97;  Tlnamltba,  IS;  Tia«k 
Hahcra,  43 ;  Watch  Hiker*,  8 ;  Weanra,  CT ;  Wilboat  Indea,  915.— ToUl,  1177. 
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MISCRLLANKOTUS  NOTICES. 

air  Jawut  dank.— The  itatcment,  with  which  ikii  dUtiogniiliwI  and 
•ttimible  phraicimir  bu  fiiroared  tn,  complMelf  CTOaewtw  htm,  in  onr 
opraioa,  from  the  charges  thai  hkd  been  broaght  againM  hit  profcuioDat  sa 
well  m*  prirata  d<p*TtDmL  PlMed  \m  the  hmI  Irriag  aitaalioD,  that  c«a  w*U 
be  JDugiaed,  lo  ibc  case  oT  Ladf  Fkr*  HaMiogB,  he  appear*  to  have  kcted 
Ihrooghout  with  sigDal  deltcacp.  It  hu  been  tnggcatad,  that  om  no  acconnt 
ougbi  be  to  lave  aaDciioaed  the  auapieioni  that  were  enienaioed  io  regard 
Ml  tbe  pregnaaejr  oTtbe  lameated  Uij ;  bat  the  itatement— wkieb  bean  ■!! 
the  marks  of  being  aa  iageiraons  as  it  ia  able — shew*,  that  be  went  no  far- 
ther than  the  cireiuni lances  of  the  case  warranted,  and  that  under  the  equi- 
rocal  appearances  which  Lad;  Flora  preaen ted,  and  io  the  court  of  a  firgin 
sovereign,  it  was  both  delicate  and  judieioaii  in  him  to  sute  Io  his  paticat 
the  luipiciont  that  were  entertained,  and  to  be  aniionslhat  her  cbatacfer 
ahould  staad  forth  unaullied-  In  the  ezecntion  of  this  painful  duty,  Sir 
Jamas,  we  repeat,  appears  to  hare  acted  wilb  tbe  most  scrupulous  daltracf  ; 
mor  can  we  see  the  slightest  reason  for  tbe  opinion,  tbai  he  bu  snffered  him- 
aelf  lo  be  made  a  tool  of  for  the  furiberanca  of  poll(ict)  or  printe  malice. 

Mtdical  Gmvtmion  at  PWad«lpkia.—Tbi%  has  turned  oat  an  abortsoB. 
Not  even  the  mover  of  the  resoluiioa  lo  the  Uedienl  Bociety  of  (be  State  of 
Mew  York  was  preseiu,  and  but  few  delegates  presented  tkeuuelres,  among 
whom  was  Dr.  Beck,  of  Albany— the  well  known  antbor  of  the  beat  book 
we  possess  on  Medical  Jurisptadenee. 

Personatir  we  are  thankful  for  the  proposition,  inasmoch  as  it  brought 
among  us  onr  distiogulaiied  fiiand  eren  for  a  short  period. 

Chorea  in  Nev  Vort.— We  had  not  tbe  least  idenfrora  our  own  not  veiy 
limiled  otaervatioB,  thst  eborea  was  so  frequent  in  any  part  of  the  conntrri 
as  w«  sea  stated  in  a  late  number  of  the  New  York  Joornal  of  Medicine,  (ii. 
S75),  in  which  Dr.  Reese  affirms,  that  be  btmsetf  has  employed  araen)e  in 
"  otw  two  hundred  caiee."  !  Tbe  number  treated  bj  other  remedies  he  hu 
Bo>  stated:  yet  chorea  is  not  a  common  disorder  anywhere;  of  33,976  chil- 
dren admittect  into  the  HApital  dea  Enfans,  of  Paris,  in  ten  years,  189  only 
ware  aOeeied  with  it— (iti(fz.) 

IFann  in  the  Eye  ofth«  Horae.' — Dr.  DoDglison  referred  to  a  curious  bnl 
not  unique  eaae,  of  a  worm  in  the  ejre  of  a  horM  now  in  Baltimore. 

The  particulars  were  contained  in  a  letter  to  him,  from  Dr.  Jpshua  J. 
Cohen,  of  Baltimore.  Tbii  entozoon  is  a  species  of  Slaria,  (see  Filaria 
Papiaoia,  Rudolpbi,  Synopt,  p.  213,)  probably  from  three  and  a  half  to 
foor  inches  in  length,  and  situate  in  the  aqoeoot  bumonr,  in  which  it  moves 
about  with  great  activity,  hot  its  motiona  ate  so  ooostaat,  that  it  is  diScolt 
tonppreoiate  its  eiant  iangth.  The  grant  tiM  of  the  antarior  efaambar  of 
the  horse's  eye,  albrds  it  am^  «pBce  ;  nod  through  the  lrM>Mr«nt  oornea, 
it  ean  be  observed  as  well  as  If  it  ware  in  a  glass  retad.  The  boraa  waa 
snt  up  from  CalveK  eoanty,  Uarylud. 

>B«UxlnortlMi>meMdinKsarUiaAaMriaanPhihMCipUMl8ooielv,T«t,  i.  Ha.  IL  p 
MO,  fcr  Harsh  and  April,  lilO. 
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fir.  Doa^iMD  «ttd*  woia  «bMr««tioiii  on  iIm  diffionhjr  offtteoantiaf  for 
its  pnaMUM  ■■  tbia  tbW  mo,  •nd  «lti|dc4  (o  lb«  difireM  riewt  of  iluliB- 
f«uh«d  HtnnJistt  m  to  tkc  (titentioB  ot  hmbt  of  the  lower  tribe*  of  tbe 


Eo«Bua(  Ibat  the;  may  b«  fonaod  ipoDUnaoaalT, 
tb*  gwsM  ntHt  alwa*  •  b«  immtwI  from  witb- 
ML  Tbe  dificnbr,  be  obocrvMt  apiilwd  to  all  Utt  matnam  (bat  idImi  tbe 
aamal  bod*  ;  and  tbia  ckm  was  ecclaialr  not  mora  difficnlt  gt  axplaiiaiioB, 
th«i  ibat  or  eaUwM  foiad  ia  ibe  iateUinoa  of  tbe  AUm  ia  muo. 

Dr.  Bacba  rafanwd  to  »  ■imiUr  cuo,  wbieb  was  ynblisbod  ia  aa  Mrlf 
toImm  ot  tb«  TraaaaeiioM  of  tbe  Sadctf,  (Vol.  ii.  p.  1S3 :  bf  P.  Uopbia- 
BM,  E*4^  ««d  Z&ML-p.  3S9,  br  Dr-  U«fn.) 

Oh  tAe  ^hereal  t^wtitm  qf  ErgoL  By  J.  C  W.  Lever.'— [We  wooU 
refer  oar  raadcri*  to  Dr.  Hooker^  viowa  on  tbe  efieet  of  aa  ethcNal  prepara- 
tioa  of  ibf  01,  wbieb  ba  lagaida  ai  aareotk  bnt  >ot  ecbolie.  Btwtoa  Had. 
aad  Surg.  Jontn.,  x.  SM ;  Ameriean  Medical  iMellifeaeer,  Dec.  Ifl,  JSST, 
and  tbe  Ediioi'a  New  Remediea,  p.  409.    Pbiladelphia,  1SS9.— Bo.] 

Having  made  repeated  trials  of  a  preparation  of  ergot  givea  to  me  bj  my 
friend  Dr.  O.  O.  Rees,  I  bare  been  induced  to  reqaeit  fma  bim  tbe  metbod 
of  ill  preparaltpn,  in  order  tbat  f  majr  lar  it  before  yoar  reader*. 

Althoogb  bf  no  mean  a  strenuoua  adrocale  for  ibe  common  enplofment 
of  tbe  ervol,  ret  I  am  prepared  to  admit  its  efficacr  and  Taloe  in  cases  of 
protracted  labour,  wbere  nie  presentatioB  is  natnral,  the  pelris  of  atandard 
size,  where  tbe  soft  parta-are  dilated  and  folly  prepared  to  admit  tbe  paasaoe 


i,  where  tbe  soft  parta-are  dilated  and  folly  prepared  to  admit  tbe 

Di  (be  child,  wbere  ateriae  tfbrt  alone  i*  wanted  lo  complete  tbe 

and  wbeie  tbere  are  no  contra i ad icatinc  circnmitances  forbiddinf  its  exbi- 


•een  it  employed  br  others,  witb  complete  ■nceess.  I  bare  also  tested  its 
eSeaey  in  btmonbage  oceortLng  after  tbe  birih  of  the  placenta,  wben  the 
at«T«e  bas  not  contiaeted  wdl,  or  where  iti  contraction  and  dilatation  alter- 
nated.   In  cases  of  this  deeeriplioD,  tbe  exhibit  ion  of  tbe  erf  ol  has  been  M- 


d  by  a  permaneat  eoniraetion  of  the  tIscds,  Ibns  prerenting  inordiaato 
;e.   "In  i      '  '      '        '         '  '  '  '    '    ' 

D  of  meaieine  will  be  found  of  grea  >        ., 

rellv  lessened  after  the  exhibition  of  tbe  second  do«e ;  and  in  bo  eaae  in 


discharge.    In  passive  aenorrbagia,  wben  tbete  exists  au  organic  leaion, 
this  form  of  meaieine  will  be  found  of  ereat  rains ;  tbe  dJscbaige  is  gene- 


All  tbe  other  preparations  of  ergot  with  waieh  I  am  aetiaainted  not  anfre- 
qoently  prodoee  natisea,  sickness,  besdacb,  Calling  of  tbe  pnlae,  dihKatlen 
of  tbe  pnpil,  Ac. ;  bnt  in  no  one  instance  bare  I  seen  these  symptoms  pro- 
duced by  the  etbcreat  solvtioa :  they  most  probably  are  caused  by  some 
eonslitneot  in  tbe  drag  which  ether  does  not  dissotve.  I  hare  giren  tbe 
solniion  to  poerperal  women  ia  doWa  varyiag  from  gtt:  xr.  to  gtl.  xxx. 
dntpped  npoB  a  lump  of  sngar,  and  bare  found  ibat  uteme  action  has  com- 
menced in  twenty  minutes  or  half  aa  boat.  Ia  case*  of-menorrhagia,  I  bare 
gtrea  giL  v.  to  gtt.  rig.  three  lime*  a  day,  and  bare  not  bad  reason  to  per- 
aerere  in  iu  employment  more  than  four  or  Sre  days. 

Tbe  adranlages  of  ibit  form  of  lbs  dmg  miy,  I  think,  be  staled  as,  flrit, 
tbe  coareaience  of  its  exhibition  ;  secondly,  lite  ceriainty  of  ita  operation  ; 
and,  thirdly,  its  non-prodnction  of  those  unpleasant  and  someiime*  dan- 
geroBS  symptoms  *o  freqneDtly  caused  by  the  olheipreparaiioas  of  tbe  eixot. 
With  regard  to  tbe  metbod  of^its  preparation,  Dr.  Reea  wrilea  to  me  a*  Tol- 
lewa: — 

"  Tbe  ethereal  aolntion,  the  pr^ierties  of  which  yon  hare  so  well  teated, 
was  prepared  by  digesting  |i*.  of  the  powdered  ergot  In  fjir.  tif  ether  da- 
ring seren  days.    Tbe  result  was  a  solution  of  ibe  fatty  matters  contained 

>  Load.  Med.  Oas,  AprH  10^  16«,  j.  KM. 
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ID  the  drar;  Ihisms  pouml  off,  evipont«d  to  d^oew,  and  (be  r«*idae 
a^in  dis»oT*ed  in  f^ij-  of  ether.  I  have  aiiiee  itiea  to  re-diaaoire  ia  alco- 
hol, but  the  fMty  matter  appeai?  to  conlaio  mTricio;  which  resitta  that  ricd- 
Rtranm  ereo  at  a  boiling  btnL  The  satmimt  ghoold  be  kept  in  ■  well-cloaed 
glass -stoppered  bottle,  to  prevent  evaporatioD.  ESaoh  oanee  of  the  preparm- 
tion  may  be  considered  as  equtTateni  to  two  onaces  ef  the  etgot,  or  ^tt.  xv. 
to  B  half-dram  dose  o(  the  powdeted  drog.  Should  there  be  etbt  objedion 
to  the  Rdminietraiioi)  of  (be  ether,  the  pnetitionar  haa  only  to  (Irop  tb«  re- 
quired dose  upon  a  piece  of  lomp  sagar,  and  expose  it  to  a  earrent  of  air  for 
B.rev  mjtiutes.  when  the  fluid  will  eompletelf  eTaporate.  I  regret  that  I 
have  not  bad  leiaore  to  procure  the  diArent  fad;  mauera  of  tb«  argot  in  a 
aeparaie  form,  aikd  so  subject  each  to  trial  as  a  tnedjcinal  ageat  If  ibis 
were  done,  there  ii  little  doubt  but  (hat  a  (till  more  coDveaieot  ronn  for  ex- 
hibilioa  might  be  obiaioed,  and  ihe  peculfar  action  of  the  drug  traced  to  its 
true  eource.  Il  appears  highly  probable  that  the  fatty  matter  eootaioed  in 
the  ergot  )•  peculiar  in  character:  from  oae  apeeimen  which  I  eramioed,  I 
abtaioed  ■  fat  which,  when  ueatad  with  alr^g  lol^hurie  acid,  beeame  a. 
fine  green  colour— a  reaction  which  1  am  not  aware  haa  eoer  yet  been  no- 
ticed as  occurring  with  any  faliy  aubstaoce  either  from  the  vegetable  or  ani- 
mal kingdom." 

TtiloiD  Liamr  AmniV — Dr.  Purdon,  in  a  paper  read  before  the  Ehiblio 
Obstetrical  Society,  mentioned  a  case,  in  wnich,  on  rujtiure  of  (he  meni- 
bimneu  in  a  woman  affected  wilh  jaundice,  the  liquor  amnii  eihibiied  a  deep 
yellow  colour. 


M.  Ricord  diride*  the  prt^reu  of  ayphilia  into  three  ataget  or  phases.  In 
the  first,  the  action  of  the  virus  is  completely  local :  in  the  seooncl  stage,  the 
aecidents  are  confined  to  the  shin,  or  mucous  membranea,  and  are  character- 
iaed  by  the  fact  that  the  niarbid  product*  are  incapable  of  producing  the 
original  disease,  on  iaoculatioD.  The  symptoms  ol  the  third  s(age  rareljr 
occur  before  the  seventh  month,  and  are  incapable  of  being  transmitted  by 
hereditary  disposition  :  this  is  their  characteristic  msu'k. 

BL  Rieord  considers  the  mercurial  treatment  to  be  more  freijuently  injn- 
lious  than  useful  in  the  first  stage.  On  the  contrary,  mercury  is  absolutely 
fleceasary  in  the  second  stage. 

Where  the  tertiary  symptoms  alone  eiist,  M.  Ricord  has  fto'ially  re- 
course to  the  iodurat  of  potnwiuin.  He  begins  with  doses  of  ten  grauia  io 
the  following  manner:— 

Distilled  water,  3  3  ; 
lodnret  of  poiassiuiB,  lO  gra. ; 
Syrup  of  poppies,  1  %. 

This  potion  is  taken  In  three  doses,  during  the  day,  with  sarsaparilla,  (he 
quantity  of  the  ioduret  gradually  increased  every  five  days,  until  the  patient 
takes  100  grain?  a  day. 

Whenever  secondary  symptoms  coeiist  wi(h  (he  tertiarjr,  M.  Ricord  ad- 
ministers the  proto-ioduret  Of  mercury  io  the  dose  of  a  grain,  gradually  in- 
creased to  six  grains. 

Nev  Treatment  of  Cancer.'— Id.  Jobert  has  endeavoured  (o  cheek  the 
|»ogre«s  of  this  terrible  malady,  by  tying  all  the  vessels  and  dividing  all  the 

■  Dublin  Journal,  ind  Lund.  litd.Omz..  April  10.  1840,  p.  138. 

s  Abridged  f^HD  L'EipeTignce,  Ho.  141  ;  and  London  Lancet.  April  II,  1S40,  p.  113. 

*  L'Eiperisaoa,  L  e. !  «ad  Lond.  Lancet,  April  ll,18M,p.  113. 
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netns  vhicli  in  distribatcd  tothe-aflectml  part.    Hh  effoTts,  however,  kare 
not  been  ciowDed  wilb  mccces. 

In  fonr  cbmb  of  canen  of  the  lip  M.  loben  lied  ibe  facial  aDd  eorooary 
retselt,  and  dirided  tile  braDches  of  the  fifth  ncrre,  which  pass  lo  the  lip. 
The  li^tare  of  the  restelt  caused  some  hnpioTemeiit  in  the  appearance  of 
the  ntcers,  and  on  dividing  the  aerTea  the  pain  was  reDWrea ;  hot  in  all 
caaea  he  was  coinpelW  to  exlirpate  ihe  disease,  at  last. 

Pecutiar  Intettitiat  Concretion.'— Dr.  Bright  eihibited  an  inteatinil  con- 
cretion or  calcaluS,  chieflf  remarkable  from  its  being  composed  simplr  of 
phosphite  of  lime,  sHrroandine  a  nenclens  of  fieees.  The  patient  from 
whom  it  was  taken  was  aoder  the  care  of  Mr.  Stone,  abd  was  six  jrears  of 
age.  The  symptoms  presented  were  those  asuallr  observed  fa  fecat  ab- 
scess ;  there  was  s  swetling  on  the  li^t  side  of  the  abdomeo,  attended  bj 
gradual  emaciation,  and  there  was  a  discharge  of  pus  and  mncns,  occaaion- 
alljr,  from  the  bowels.  In  adtlition,  howerei,  to  tbeae  smpioms,  there  waa 
a  discharge  of  puriform  flaid  from  the  bladder,  '^he  ctiila  died  in  twelre 
weeks  after  Ibe  first  attendance  of  Mr.  Stone.  On  enmination,  great  sap- 
^raiion  waa  fonnd  at  the  caput  eoli,  In  which  were  two  catcnlf;  the  one 
exhibited,  which  was  about  tlie  size  of  a  pigeon's  e^,  and  another  about 
half  the  size.    Prom  the  composition  of  the  caleali,  il  was  at  first  s— 

peeted  that  the?  ' " '  •-  -'^     i-^j —   --'  l_j 1  i.^  „i 

throogh  the  right 

to  be  eiTOneoDs.    The  calculi  were  foimed  of  it  . ,  .       . 

of  lime ;  ibe  nucleus  was  a  small  ponion  of  fnces.    In  another  instance, 

under  ike  care  of  the  same  practitioner,  a  number  of  catcnH,  of  the  aame 

eonipoeiiion,  had  passed  away  from  the  rectum  with  the  fteees. 

Ur.  Alcock  remarked,  that  ibe  phosphate  oflime  calcniut  was  nsnally  tb« 
resutl  of  chronic  irritation  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  bladder.  Might 
not  the  intestinal  iaiiation  accoant  for  the  formation  of  the  bodies  in  Iha 
case  under  discussion  7 

Mr.  Erasmns  Wilson  bad  in  his  possessioo  a  portion  of  a  colon  in  which 
there  were  a  number  of  pouches  containing  calculi,  ptobabtjr  composed  of 
the  phoBphale  of  time. 

StalMica  of  Ituanify  in  /Vaiwe.'— Dorinetho  last  eight  yeara  ItMS  in- 
sane patients  were  leeeiTed  into  the  Lyons' Hos|tiiaL  Of  these,  SOS  wera 
males,  and  542  females.  The  varioua  cauaea  of  insanity,  amongst  the  pa- 
lieats,  were  as  follows  : — 

FeotaUt,  542.—Phf»xcal.~-Henitimwj  diapoailioa,  56 ;  dinnkenneta  and 
drkaacher*^  43;  puerperal  accidents,  15;  disotdered  meastrDatioti,  25; 
Teneeeal  diseue,  or  mercorr,  5;  retrocesaion  of  cotaneoaa  affections,  S3; 
onanism,  17;  injuries  of  the liead,  3;  solitary  confinement  (ttoJoJion),  6. 

.UoraJ.— Domestic  affiiciions,  6J^ ;  poTerty,  47 ;  Iocs  of  fortune,  31  i  lor« 
aodjeBloaey,  33;  fright,  8^  rehgioo,  29;  politics,  11. 

Afale»,  503.— /*Ay»«:aI.— Hereditary  disposition,  62;  drnnkennoss,  54; 
apoplexf,25;  onanism,  21;  syphilis,  or  mercury,  5j  iojunee  of  the  head,6; 
aoliiary  confinement,  Q;  reiroccsiioo  of  cutaneous  diseases,  14. 

Mitral. — Domestic  trouble,  65  ;  poteriy,  56  ;  lost  of  fortune,  36;  politics, 
'"    iealotuy,  14 ;  religion,  IS;  fright,  6;  excassire  study,  8. 

T  Ibe  ^2  females,  iI4  were  discharged  perferily  cured  ;  91  were  wiih- 
arawD  by  their  friendi,  improred  ;  162  died  |  176  remained  in  hospital  on 
the  Isl  of  June,  183S. 

Of  the  503  males,  149  were  cared  ;  SI  withdrawn:  156  died  ;  and  135  ra- 
roained  in  hospital.  Hence  the  proportion  of  cures  (or  the  females,  wai  1  in 
5;  and  far  the  males,  sometbing  more  tlian  1  in  5. 


]6[  iea 
Of  il 
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Mid^ifftTf  I'rMctiee\—T\M  fbllowiof  u  >  hmuuit  of  iba  laboofs  wUek 
occancd  in  ihe  practice  of  JaiuoD  the  elder,  of  OmbI,  duiiog  Toctf -oae 
jreua,  front  Jan.  1,  1797,  to  D*c  31,  1S37.  Thineen  ihmuand  three  hnn- 
<lied  aad  sixu-Gve  woumd  bora  13,439  duUicK,  of  whicb  MU  were  bovs 
and  S,8S8  girlt:  oat  of  157  cnei  of  twin*,  la  38  tbejr  were  botb  bf^i,  iit  h 
both  girli,  and  m  39  om  of  uck  mx  ;  eigbl  twins  were  bora  dead ;  there 
waa  one  eace  of  iripleta,  all  girk  ;  859  w«i«  aalural  childran.  Three  hiin* 
inA  aad  fortr-oae  Uboon  reqnired  the  Ibrcepe,  aad  484  preleniataial  !■- 
bonra  were  tenninalcd  bf  the  baiid.  la  130  the  foot  pi«aeatcd,  in  30  the 
hand,  in  97  the  breecb,  in  30  the  breech  had  defended  iato  the  imallei 
caTitr  of  tbepelria;  3  breech  preMntaltoni  required  the.  application  of  in- 
atrumentt.  In  15  eatei  the  face  pietenled ;  in  two  face  preieDtatiou  ihe 
forcepa  waa  required.  In  80  caaea  the  faaia  pretented,  and  46  of  (heae  chil- 
dren were  delivered  nUra  bjr  tnrninsj  38  died  through  the  compreuion  of 
the  Ainia ;  and  6  were  delirered  aliTa  tnr  the  foreepa,  ia  caaes  whate  the 
funis  preceded  the  head,  Se«n  timei  lAe  placeoia  waa  unon  the  ot  uwn. 
FerforaiioB  was  performed  fire  tinea  j  once  the  afinphfais  pubis  wat  iijiita. 
and  a  cure  took  place  ;  once  both  mothar  and  child  died  (uddealy,  the  child 
being  thrown  into  the  abdomen  by  «  ■poataneoai  laceration  of  the  gterut. 
Soperftxtaiion  occurred  twice ;  ona  child  waa  at  ita  full  time)  the  other  three 
moaihi  old.  Convnlaieaa  and  ladden  death  occurred  thnce,  and  seruMU 
hemorrhiye  before  delivery  four  limei.  It  i*  to  be  icmarhed  that  M>  Jan- 
aoD  practised  for  15  years  l>elbre  1797,  without  keeping  DOte»i 

MamMory  Abtee—  mittaken/or  ScirrAu*.*— The  beet  anrg«<»^it  innit 
he  confeaaa^  are  aomatimes  mistaken  in  the  diagnosii  ofditeafe.  The  fol- 
lowiag  is  an  example  :— 

C.  C.,  88  yean  of  age,  not  married,  pereeired,  about  two  ntonihi  ago,  a  . 
tumoar  Jn  the  left  braut.  She  consulted  M.  Ronz,  who  ndTieed  her  to  enter 
Ae  Hotel-Dieu.  U.  Rpnx  examined  the  breaat  on  scTcral  oecaiiotis:  there 
Was  DO  apparent  knottiness  or  fluctuatioD ;  the  colour  of  the  skin  was  normal  i 
Mrertlielesa  H.  Ronz  dctermiiied  on  operating  fersnppoeed  scirrhus.  Two 
■enielliplical  incisions,  about  four  to  fire  inches  in  lengtb,  embraced  the 
greaterpiftt  oflhemaniDia,aDd  the  surgeon  was  about  to  extirpate  the  gland, 
whan  an  aceideaial  touch  of  the  scalpel  near  the  lowest  point  of  the  tumour, 
gava  issue  to  an  immenae  fttaatitr  of  put.  The  oparaUan  was,  of  caune, 
■napendad,  and  siniple  dresiioga  were  applied.  The  patient  soon  recoTered. 


BOOKS  RECEIVED. 

From  the  flutter.— An  Essay  on  the  mean*  of  improTing  medical  <^^' 
lion  aad  alenting  medical  character.  By  Andrew  Boardman,  H.  D.,  (f^ 
•eotad  to  the  Facultr  of  Omen  College,  Jannarj,  1840.)  Extracted  from 
Iha  Eclectic  Joomat  of  Medicine,  for  April,  1340.  Sto.  pp.  23.  Philuel- 
phia,  18«. 

From  the  £bci'e(«.— Transactions  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  Bute 
of  New  York,  Vol.  It.  P.  3.   8to.  pp.  890.    Albany,  18*0. 

F^rom  lAe  »am«.— RepoK  of  a  Committee  of  the  Medical  Society  oi  »• 
Slate  of  New  York  on  the  subject  of  Medical  Education.  8to.  p.  £3.  Al- 
banr,  1840;  . 

From  Dr.  IParring'fon.— Twenty -third  Annual  Report  on  (he  •«»(*  <•' 
the  Asylum  for  lb*  Relief  of  Parsons  deprived  of  the  vie  of  thtir  ronton- 
8T0.  pp.  34.    PhiUdelphia,  1840. 

<  BaD.  da  h  Soo.  d«  MM.  da  Gind  and  Schmldfs  Jahrbflcher,  and  Und.  HmL  Oi*^ 
Harbh  «,  1640,  p.  893. 
•  FNaeh  Lanest,  Ha.  10^  1840.  and  Land.  LaaMl,  Hsrch  91,  1840^  p.  K8. 
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AMERICAN  MEDICAL  INTELU6ENCER. 


Ftt  th*  ABBTku  llMllcal  iKtiUlfOBar. 

Art.  I.— case  OF  RADICAL  CtmE  OF  UMBILICAL  HERNIA. 


T  «.  B.  DOIMOH,  K  D.,  or  UnnBTOLM,  KT. 


Afrtl  4,  IBM. 

Bt  the  adTiM  of  mj  Tery;  wortb;  friend  Dr,  Gait,  I  wu  called  to  ■••  a 
>malJ  toltmni  boy,  woaging  to  U.  Strolher.  B«q.,  aged  about  two  years 
and  eigfat  months,  afleeted  witb  cong^ital  unbilical  bemia,  wbicb  was  le- 
dtKed  wiiboat  •dj'  jMrticalar  diSealiy,  but  reappeared,  ai  toon  a*  be  as- 
■amed  the  eiect  position,  to  its  full  ezteoL  He  was  healthy,  and  remarka' 
bly  laiaa  and  aciiTe  for  tkat  age.  The  pain  and  dislreu  about  the  umbilicoa 
gntdaaTly  aDgmeoted  as  the  proirasioo  oecame  larger. 

The  tae  or  eiternel  tumour  was  three  and  a  half  inches  in  length  and 
aboat  three  inches  wide,  or  aeroas  from  side  lo  side,  formed  of  the  iotegn- 
moats  arovDd  the  umbilicat  by  the  constant  protruaioD  of  the  intestine,  and 
prtHpolsion  of  the  abdominal  riscera. 

The  ninbilieal  arteries  were  plainly  sad  distinctly  felt  beating  on  each 
side  of  ib«  seek  of  the  sac,  which  was  about  one  and  a  quarter  inch  ia 
width  (from  side  to  uda)  and  three  qottun  of  an  inch  thick  (Tertieally). 
Not  having  siMb  an  iBslranwatas  was  desired,  I  applied  a  more  common 
one,  with  the  inferior  third  of  the  block  cut  away 
— supporting  the  sac  with  an  appropriate  bandage 
— Sth,  saw  the  patient  and  adjusted  the  instra- 
ment — 16th,  tfae  sac  cootraeted,  thickened,  and 
more  firm— made  soma  alleiaiieo  ia  the  instio* 
Bent  and  reapplied  it. 

Frtna  this  time  until  the  Slstof  June,  I  aaw  him 
freqaently,  and  he  appeared  to  be  doing  as  well  as 
I  coald  bare  czMcted  with  the  kind  of  iastremeU 
then  in  use.  At  the  last  aamed  date  I  apj^iad  a  new- 
ly constmeted  trasa  which  itted  well,  tke  bloekt 
were  made  to  grasp  the  neck  of  the  sac  with  con- 
sidenble  finaness,  so  as  in  part  to  arrest  the  eir- 
cobiioa.  On  the  23d,  I  found  a  aofficient  dcgim 
of  irritation  deTel<^d  to  require  a  lass  degree  of 
pressure.  July  Itt,  adjusted  the  instrumcDt  owilg 
to  a  alight  supemcial  ulcer— Sid,  doing  well-— 
about  this  time  the  patient  was  aeni  ioto  the 
cottnlry  for  four  or  fire  weeks,  during  which  time 
the  instntment  became  misplaced,  and  on  his 
TMorn  to  the  city  I  Ibund  a  slight  pcotrasio*  •( 
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Aauriean  Medical  hUeUigeneer. 

tfc«  hcniia  OB  Ui«  rigbl  ui4  inferior  edm  oTlhf 
ring,  prolMbljr  «•  lirre  ■■  tbt  tad  of  mj  ia- 
dfs  fiocer.  I  re-adjuMfd  ibc  ioHiuiDCBt, 
from  which  lime  the  paltevt  went  oa  doing 
well,  ami  ibe  ring  very  ipeedity  cloted  op. 
I  MW  him  It  iBterrali,  bnt  nothing  of  im- 
botUdcc  oeeamd  antil  the  SStb  of  noTtm- 
bei,  when  I  wu  md)  for  to  MO  ihe  paiieoi. 
M  he  bad  Mien  from  a  fence  aad  mitpUced 
tbe  inslrameat,  which  eaosed  «  mall  nlcei  on 
thaiuperiorpaitof  (heneekofthetae.  Upon 
a  thoroagb  examination,  the  eun  wa*  fonitd 
to  be  perfMl— 1  then  dctennined  to  remora 
the  rctnaint  of  the  aae  with  tbc  knife,  which  I 
did  tbe  fellowiag  day  (29th),  in  preienc«  of 
Dra.  McDowell  and  Wilton,  of  tb«  Lonis- 
Tille  Medical  Hoepital.  Dreuing  aimple— 
December  lu,  dreued  lb«  woond,  which 
looked  well— 3d,  doing  well— 4lh,  do.— 8lb, 
neadv  haalcd- Uih,  pcrfeeily  well.  Tbe 
an  of  a  mutlin  bandage  will  be  eontioued 
for  seTcral  weekt.  He  was  a  f«*oarite  boy, 
conaequeolly  hi*  cry  ids  and  acnamiog  moat 
iD<vdiaately,  dnring  the  applkaiioa  of  tbe 
drectingt,  coold  not  be  eontralled,  whiob 
dkoronghly  letted  the  atrengih  of  ib«  parte. 


AiT.  n.— REPORT  OP  TUB  MINORITY  OF  THE  BSLBCT  COM- 
MITTEE OP  THE  ASSEMBLY  OP  THE  STATE  OP  NEW 
YORK,  ON  THOHSOKIANI8M. 

[la  tbe  following  report — which  we  are  griered  to  tay  proceeded  from  a 
MJNorify  of  a  eeleel  conMnitlee  of  tb«  AaHBbty  of  ihe  Sute  of  New  York- 
nude  OD  May  Ihe  13th,  1840,  there  it  PiekwidiiaB  hnnenr,  with  maoh  good 
aente  and  fair  argument.  Mr.  Claike,  we  underatand,  it  a  lawyer.  How 
■web  it  it  10  b«  regretted,  that  all  hit  fellow  members  in  the  aucmtily,  and 
iha  eoBMntiiuty  in  geaaral,  are  not  equally  well  iarormed.  The  leporl  ia 
inMretting  in  another  reaped.  It  conlaint,  within  it,  an  exposiiioD  of  the 
frineipUt  of  ibc  Tbonsoniaas  from  the  pen  of  one  of  tbcii  aam  ora- 
clea.— Ed.] 

Mr.  C.  B.  Clarke,  from  Ihe  minority  of  iha  aelecl  eomailttee  lo  which 
wefe  refened  tbe  ■■meront  peiiiioat  a^ing  a  change  of  the  law  lowarda 
certain  pmcttdtmera  in  madieine,  known  at  ThomtoDian  praciilioneiB,  re 
pMti: 

That  Ihe  petitiona  are  Terr  niimerom,  pettHpa  more  to  than  on  aoy  olber 
•ibjati  wfaicb  baa  oeenpied  the  atteation  of  the  present  legislttgre.  The 
rant  of  pctitioDa,  aad  Ibe  list  of  names,  are  amaztog :  amouoliag  lo  more 
Ihwi  36,0061  Oa  eiamiaiag  ihem,  howerei,  it  appears  that  they  are  not  the 
growth,  prodiwe  and  manvfaeiDre  of  any  one  tingle  year,  but  of  (en  long 
y«n— (be  aaoae  lenrtb  of  lime  that  was  occapied  id  tbe  siege  of  Troy— the 
litkaof  a  century.  On  inapectioD  of  these  aotiqaaied  rolls,  tome  of  which 
fctyihat  amoky  and  fenerable  appearance  which  characterizes  tbe  maoO' 
seiipla  wbiah  aM  aacaraied  from  the  mine  of  Hereolanenin,  the  committee 
■X  ihe  namci  of  many  who  hare  long  aiitee  departed — left  lh«  warO 
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pi«ein«ti«r««1nd«l  day,  and  wlio,br  tbe  mi  of  llwif  d«rannK,  luiraginm 
nchDcboW  |>r«ofl)iMKMB  iiKBOital;  nad  Aai  ifeoagh  hithtemaf 
tnied  ftwl  Jm*  4mr»  fvaloagcd  tif  ifaat  nmntcrtu  angel,  tb«  phr»- 


Ibporl  m  tnbwiiwHiiiwiiiH. 
1  day,  afld  wlio,  b^  tb 

prWOf  l)lM  KMB  in  (BO 

be  (wcctnwd  awl  U*  dsf ■  fioloagtd  tif 

nM,  tkM  to  VMB  (hera  b  m  «pjMnrt«l  tnM,  tjea  thoncfi  b*  bmj  twTe  ii 

fahk  aad  cosfidcDce  in  the  iMllibflitT  of  the  doctor  of  Eta  cboiet. 

Tbe  committM  ■»  tli*  frienda  orp«tiiioD  in  iu  most  enUrf  ed  mbm  i  hot 
Atj  lUnk  tkti  ikcK  ibonM  be  ■«■«  Umit  em  to  ibii  rignt ;  and  that  n 
aH  temporal  ngbia  and  pririkfca  etoM  with  life,  k  Mania  tb«  a  good  atoa- 
piac  ^iwe  sbauld  b«  iba  ftave,  tbe  ■Mi«««p«eiaUy,*a  iatbegtave  Iber*  W 
Miaer  kaowledge  aoi  derice. 

b  tbi*  enierprtsiB)^  atirring,  apccalaiiDg:,  go-abtad  eouMtr,  chaafaa  of 
locaiioB  and  ehangea  of  opinmn  are  of  erarf  daf  oeearrcnee ;  and  ii  is  b; 
w>  aaenas  to  be  infnred,  that  bceaaae  an  iodiridaal  iiga«d  a  peiitioa  tea 
naraaiDce,  that  be  lain  favoar  of  tbe  frinciplet  of  ifcM  pediion  now.  Tbia 
bet  U  illosimted  in  tbe  pctitioaa  now  under  eonaideratiea.  In  1630,  a  law 
eziated  wbieb  intpeeed  a  Itae  of  tweatf-five  dellan  aa  ererj  peraoa  wba 
iboaM,  without  being  antborized  by  Uw,  practiM  pbrnic  cr  earpre  }  and  b« 
Knaa  waa  aatborind  bf  law  to  jiraetiae  pbyiia  or  aorierT,  till  be  had  ar- 
rived at  tbe  we  of  twentr'aae  jtmni  and  aniil  be  aboald  bare  pnraued  tbe 
■udf  of  fhjne  and  lorfer^  fiMir  yeatt  wilb  aoaM  ]>h)r*ai!iaa  and  aaigeoa 
aatbonsed  oj  law  te  practise  at  aoeh,  and  bad  been  daiy  exaniioed  by  aad 
leeeived  a  diplotaa  fraai  tbe  ccnaara  nppoiated  by  law  to  uke  aucb  czaai- 
Batioa. 

At  tbe  imtaaca  and  reqaeat  af  tboae  styliof  tbemMlvea  Tbonaoaiaa 
doetora,  and  tbesc  frimdlr  to  tbaaa,  tbis  law  waa  se  far  Modified,  aa  not  la 
Mobibit  May  pereon  from  admiaialering  to  tbe  aick,  aof  roota,  batfcs,or 
Mrfa%  iba  ptomee  of  the  United  Suie*. 

Tkne  ia  atill  a  Anther  pMweioii,  tbal  any  ncraoa  not  aatboriMd  bjr  law 
le  pencil  aa  pbywe  and  snrsarf ,  aball  be  ineapnbte  of  reeaverinf  bjr  aah,  aaj 
debt  ariaiag  for  aaeb  maewce.  Tbe  caaeace  of  *e  law  ietbia:  anr  pmaa, 
wbeiber  vooaf  or  old,  na^  or  faoMle,  In  abort,  anf  baiag  wbo  can  be  4ia- 
tiagaiibei  be  the  oaBeof  "peraoa,"  May  prtetiie  aaa  pbyaieian  andad- 
niaidar  to  the  aicfc,  note,  baiks,  «r  berba,  tbe  growib  of  the  United  8uHa; 
bat  be  abalt  act,  anlesa  antborized  by  la#  to  pracliic  at  a  physician  aad  sar- 
fioa,  ba  allowed  t«  sae  for  aad  tmiam  at  law,  ior  each  aerncea.  B«t  H 
say  person,  sat  aa  antbariRd  phyaieian,  abaU  adminiater  to  tbe  sieh  aaf  - 
rents  ar  kerbs,  ot  barica  m<  tbe  grawlb  ef  tbe  United  SUtea,  or  ane  elbat 
BMdidaes,  be  abaH  not  be  allowed  to  collect  pay  for  tbe  sane,  and  tlnU  be 
-'-'  -  It  to  a  Ine  af  iweaty^re  dollaK. 

who  iboatd  aa  a  i^itcian  adoitiiistera  paitkM  of  solpbar,  or  salts,  cr 
aa,  or  PeraTiaB  Mtt,  ntoes,  gam  nrabio,  or  myrrb,  or  campber  or 
medicines  of  wall  koown  propenies,  and  of  most  salutary  **ct, 
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caaaot  colleet  pay  for  bis  seiTioes,  aad  is  aabjeet  u>  a  fine  of  twenty-<*e 
dallais.  While  be  who  shall  adoBiaister  lobelia,  or  (obacce,  ar  red  pefptf, 
or  aay  oiber  poisonons  raot,  berb,  or  batfc,  ia  exeinpt  from  say  s«cb  lac, 
pianded  tbe  poison  grew  in  tbe  United  States. 

It  is  not  tbe  object  or  intention  of  tbe  mioartty  of  tbe  eomniltee  lo  cnii- 
eise  this  law,  tbongh  they  eaanot  diseorsr  any  leason  wbr  it  sboold  not  ba 
as  safe  and  peopcr,  aad  lawfiil  to  adaimater  sahs  and  enlphnr,  or  csmpbar, 
01  gnn  arable,  or  Ferarian  bark,  as  the  mcau  of  tbe  peach  stane,  red  pop- 
per, or  lobelia.  Tbe  committee  only  refiir  to  the  Ua  to  show  that  am  m 
Inn  daaliar  barahly  towards  tbts  class  of  physicians,  tbe  legidatare  fcas  ' 
actsally  atmiaed  a  poiat  in  tbeir  fsTOor,  snd  bare  treated  tbe  peraoa  who 
Bsea  tbe  medieinea  wbieb  bar*  been  in  use  a  tboatand  Tears,  as  tboogb  be 
was  a  ^ncaroas  nam,  and  bis  mediciaee  exelosiTety  te  ne  guarded  again**; 

Of  tbe  KgOOO  pelitioDeia,  whose  m^eH  have  beea  this  winter  preaeated  ' 
to  the  lc«idatnre,  13,41^  p«y  for  tbe  repeal  of  the  law  whkb  eatnseledw 
a  fine  of  Iwenty-lre  dollars,  any  person  wbo  sboold  prsctlse  as  a  pbyatataB 
witboot  baisf  aatborind  by  law.    Tte  coiamHtce  tdie  leave  io  ay  ibn  ao 
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ofphirucian*  is  eonct 
Thia  elau  of  phyi 


ay  yean  aiac*.  Thia  elaaa  of  phyiiciaDa  and  -lb«ir  peevlUr  KMdieiacs, 
have  bees  esempted  frMii  At  openltoo  of  a  iaw  wkicb  they  tticBiatis*  aa 
•flTcre,  agaioat  natural  rights,  inhimiaa  aod  DBConttitntional,  whlU  tboa« 
who  presama  le  praeiiae  aa  physician*  wiihoat  a  )ie«iise,  wtih  myrrfa,  akias, 
sails,  camphor,  and  Feni*iaD  bark,  ar«  stilt  lubjacted  to  thii  sanM  "inhv- 
man"  aed  nncoDslitDtioDal  law,  and  sabmit  withont  mDrmitT  or  contplaiat. 

It  appears  to  the  minoriiT  of  ihs  eomtniitee,  that  th«  law  tha*  iar,  so  fcr 
frem  Dein^  partiaJ  against  the  ThoaasoDiaiM,  is  rery  partial  in  tbeii  faroar, 
and  that  if  any  peMoDs  hare  occasion  (o  coropiaia  of  "monopoly"  and 
"acrerity"  of  law,  it  is  those  who  bare  ijcen  prcTcnied  from  tl■tl^^,  as  phy- 
sieiBas,  those  medicines  which  have  be«B  known  as  salutary  for  tfaoDsanoa 

The  eommittee  fortbcr  report  that  it  is  idle,  to  say  the  least,  lo  orer- 
whslm  the  legialalure  with  petitions  for  the  redtesi  of  a  grieTsne*  whkh  has 
long  BiDce  been  redressed,  to  petition  tha  legislainre  for  the  repeal  of  a  law   . 
which  has  long  EiDce  been  repealed. 

Of  the  remaiDing  petitions  6,476  pray  for  the  repeal  of  that  portion  of  tha 
law  which  prohibits  any  peraon,  practisit^  a*  a  phf  tician  or  surgeon,  wilk- 
out  beiiw  licensed,  from  collecting  pay  for  fats  serTioec. 

This  law  is  eqnal  and  impartial ;  it  extends  to  all.  The  legal  qtialifiea- 
(ioae  required  io  order  to  enable  a  physician  lo  collect  pay  are  the  same'  ta 
all ;  the  ThomeoDiaD  may,  if  he  cbooiea,  become  licensed  just  ai  easily  aa 
any  other,  and  being  tboa  licensed,  has  fall  liberty  to  practise  in  his  own 

ruiiar  way  and  with  his  own  peculiar  mcdieiaes,  and  to  reeorn  by  law 
his 


It  must  always  be  borne  in  mind  that  this  clasa  of  physicians  aic  not  pn>- 
hihiied  from  using  their  own  peculiar  medieioes  and  practising  in  their  own 
way,  and  that  if  tbey  will  slndy  the  prescribed  length  of  tim»  and  in  the 
manner  prescribed  by  law,  tbey  have  full  liberty  to  receive  whatever  eom- 
pensaiioD  the  person  administered  to  se«s  proper  to  pay  ;  and  that  this  ia 
greater  liberty  than  is  granted  to  any  other  onlicensed  physician.  Tk* 
quflMion  then  is  simply  this;  Bhall  the  law  give  to  any  person,  no  naUcr 
who  or  what,  the  power  of  the  Uw  to  enforce  the  pavmeni  of  a  claim  for 
nwdical  services)  No  fact  is  belter  estaUished  than  lats,  that  diseases  be- 
COBW  leas  daageroos,  Iar  less  deadly,  as  we  become  acquainted  with  their 
naterc  and  caoae.  Il  wonld  eeem  ihat  to  beeome  acquainted  with  the  na* 
lute  and  cause  of  disease,  an  iniimaie  knowledge  of  anatomy  and  pbysi- 
olo^  was  absolutely  necessary ;  and  Ibal  to  admiaister  suceessruJIy,  lo 
their  age  and  experience,  the  knowledge  of  ibe  nature  and  power  of  m«di- 
cines  was  equally  neceasary  j  and  this  wonld  imply  a  knowledge  of  nsnlerin 
madiea  and  cbemiatry. 

The  eommillea  had  progressed  thtis  far  in  the  inresiigatioD,  anddiscover- 
iog  that  tbeie  was  a  great  dirersily  of  opinion  ameagai  the  petitioners,  Mtd 
that  while  abont  6,000  prayed  for  anrastricted  libertv,  17,000  prayed  for  N- 
strictions,  took  some  paioH  to  ascertain  what  was  IM  nature  and  extent  of 
the  restrictions  for  which  the  17,000  petitioners  prayed,  and  for  that  pnrpoae 
tbey  gave  ooiice  to  Dr.  John  Thomson  of  thia  city,  through  whose  means 
moat  of  the  petitions  were  presented  to  Ibis  house,  and  who  is  (heaonof  lk« 
foonder  of  this  system  of  practice. 

Il  was  ascertained  that  there  is  a  medical  society  in  this  state  known  aa 
the  New  York  State  Medical  Tboauonian  Botanical  Society  j  that  Dr. 
Joht)  Thomson,  of  the  city  of  Albany,  is  iu  president  This  ^cntleinaB 
funithed  the  committee  with  his  views  i>  writing  upon  this  laleresling 
sohject,  which  cannot,  perhaps,  be  better  expressed  than  in  hii  own  words, 
which  the  committee  take  leave  to  prcaent. 

It  atems  that  iha  learned  president  of  the  N.  Y.  9.  M.  T.  B.  8.,  is  kirn- 
aal^of  opinion  that  one  yenr's  atady  ia  necessary  in  order  to  qualify  a  phr- 
•inuf  udtku  Iw  should  baof  ■wiora  asa,Md  alMoM  ba  czudiNd^ 
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TboBUOfliMi  e«ts<vs,  and  aboald  have  a  diploma  TrMn  the  Mid  locicty.  ■< 
— "■  '        ■         —      ■       ■    -       .  ...  ir«tlf«l 


•TidCDCc  of  laeh  qaalification,  before  h«  wm  adniilted  (o  pnctiie  or 

This  he  enlaias 
d  (he  following  pel 


This  he  eiplaias  it  A*  ncaaiag  of  the  17,000  peiitionen  who  faaf  e  sign- 


"  Thihe  Hatiourabte  Legitlature  of  the  State  o/Nea  York,  in  Senatt  and 
Aiaenmy  eoraened: 

"  Wa  whoae  Bamaa  are  heraaaio  lohaeribed,  beiac  eitiscfla  of  the  eoaatr 
of  Orleao*  and  stale  of  New  York,  moat  lespeetfntljr  beg  leare  to  stale  to 


yoor  bonoarable  bodr,  that  there  exists  in  this  stale  i 
able  elaas  of  stedieal  Beii,  called  '  TROnaonuN  pHrncuiis.*  whose  theorf 
niid  sfsten  of  OMdieal  praotiea  differs  so  etsentiallf  from  the  legally  esta- 
blished medical  practice,  that  the  existiag  medical  laws  of  this  slate,  instead 
of  encooraginf  and  ptoteciior  them  in  their  efforts  to  improre  and  simplifjr 
ihe  healing  art,  leoa  maieriallr  to  embartass  and  panlrze  their  exertions. 


by  depriTiBg  iMm  of  legal  aid  in  collecting  their  does. 

"  We  theiefora  prar  your  hoDoorable  body,  dorieg  your  pretent  tetion, 
to  aaaet  a  law,  waieh  shall  enable  this  class  of  physicians  to  collect  pay 
lot  aerricea  rendered  in  attending  the  siefc;  especially  those  who  are,  or 
may  herealler,  become  members  of  the  Tfaomsooiao  Medical  Society  of  the 
state  of  New  York,  and  have  reoeired,  or  may  hereafter  receive,  diplomas 
Ikerefrofn." 

The  cooamitlee  at  this  point  encoontered  n  disagrenaent  amongst  doe- 
ton — and  the  daly  scented  (o  devolTe  npon  them  of  sotfiog  a  diffically 
wbiek  was  erobaliBed  in  an  adage  a  thoosand  yearn  ago — "  when  doctors 
disagree  who  shall  daeide." 
-  According  to  modem  political  paHaDce,  here  are  6000  netitioaera  asking 
for  Ike  "  largtMt  lUttrt^,"  and  17,000  with  the  learned  Dr.  Thomson  at 
Iheir  bead  askiag  for  reairietion— moaopoly.  Thii  great  discrepancy  of 
opioion  atrikiagly  iUostrates  a  well  known  principle  in  hnman  nalnre. 

Our  good  aneeators,  ibe  Paritans,  look  mneh  merit  to  iberatelves,  for 
aiossinfc  the  wide  ocean,  bidding  ibcir  naiire  land  good  night,  sod  uking 
ap  ihcir  abode  in  Tolnntary  baBishmeol,  that  (hey  might  enjoy  religious 
liberty ;  bn(  (hey  had  no  aooner  got  here  than  (hay  showed  thai  though  Pu- 
ritans, ibey  ware  still  men,  and  tkoaght  that  tree  genuine  religions  freedom 
aoaaisted  in  ereiy  man  bemg  sabjteled  to  the  same  roles,  belief,  faiih,  and 
practice  as  the  Pwiians ;  nad  when  a  few  plain  Q,naker«  appeared  amongst 
them,  they  were  banished  by  these  lovers  of  religious  freedom,  for  opinion'^ 
sake.     ' 

Here  are  the  same  men  who  ten  year*  ago,  only  wanted  ibe  liberty  of  ad- 
ministering  to  the  sick  withoot  beiog  subjected  to  a  fiee.  Next,  tbey  want 
that  the  law  should  sanction  their  practice  by  enabling  ihera  to  collect  iheir 
debts  by  law.  Now  tbey  say  and  pray  that  no  one  should  be  permitted  to 
collect  debts  except  ihey  hare  atudied  a  year  and  reeeWed  a  diploma  from 
the  N.  Y.  8.  T.  a  H.  S. 

Behold— "the  advocates  of  the  largft  libtrty''—o(  inherent  rights— of 
alleged  cansiitaiional  liberty— have  become  the  open  and  avowed  advocates 
•f  restrieiion — of  monopol  y. 

With  the  inteniion  of  aicertainiog  whether  it  would  be  for  tbe  health  of 
(he  people  of  this  state  to  eoeonrage  by  legal  enactments  a  new  system  of 
wedical  practice,  the  committee  (oak  some  pains  to  aieenaio  the  principles 
vpon  which  Ibe  Thomsooian  theory  was  Msed,  and  were  informed  ibsl  a 
AindameQtal  principle  was  Ibis;  that  all  disease  coniisted  in  o6«(ruc(ian, 
that  obstmctioQ  produced  irritation— irritation,  suppuration,  and  suppuiatioD, 
it»A.  ,,  ■ 

That  (he  first  object  was  lo  remove  obstnidioD— tl»  aecond  to  allay  itri- 
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4.  Whv  are  tbM<  wh»s  foa  wiili  •hoold  hmre  l»wM  aDlhoritr  to  mI- 
lect  ibcir  debit?  A.  Th«M  onlr  wW  bttT«  *twlitd  ud  praelisMi  ib  com- 
ptnj  with  a  member  of  (hii  Mciety  ami  jtmf,  and  luf «  nadergone  ao  aaMi- 
lalion  befoie  ibe  board  «f  canaon,  and  receired  a  djplma  a«  avtdaoca 
ibereor. 

Q.  What  books  do  Tov  and  your  p«pf)i  aiodj  'I  A.  TboffisoDiaD  Qaida 
to  Health,  by  Sam.  TbomaoB }  BcWsey'a  Midwifery  ;  Radnevpie'a  aad 
Barioo'a  aad  Bigelow'a  BoUH ;  tba  TlMHmoniaa  Racorder,  a  ■emi-weckfy 
joedical  pa^r,  poblMbcd  al  CslHKbna,  Ottio,  aad  Bouaie  Seolioel,  PhUa- 
■dclpliia. 

4-  Do  yon  think  the  atttdr  of  anatpiny  or  pbyaioloty  of  tb«  leaat  hh  to  a 
TkoMMMiiaa  doctor  7  A.  W«  do  sol,  oor  do  we  [oeoflamead  ibe  Biodiaa. 
We  do  iwt  coM*der  oarMltM  aa  wrfooM,  and  tboae  •ludieaare  tueful  only 
to  tkem.' 

O.  Are  Ibe  Tboaaaoaiaa  doMon  Midwiret  7  A.  We  are  midnivea,  and 
the  moat  BuceeMfal  of  any  in  the  eettotry. 

ft.  Do  yos  crar,  in  any  caie,  bleed  1    A.  Never,  in  any  possible  ease. 

a.  What  sthMinQi  d*  yo*  wae?  A.  Ovr  ehief  aliBnUnu  are  cayeaoe 
|»q>pcr,  lobelia  and  arooialic  herba ;  no  alcohol,  no  wine,  no  opium,  Bo 
tther. 

Q.  Do  roB  nse  any  things  as  mediciaca,  axoept  rcf[etablea  1  A.  No  ;  we 
consider  all  other  tDedieiMa  poisowws,  whether  they  be  elementary  or  na- 
.  Unal  01  artificial  eoopoiwda  ;  every  nelal  cc  eonapouad  of  a  metal.  This 
•ilenda  to  all  miBeral  waterat  BoaMlieT  how  popular  i  weeonsidcr  then  all 
deleterious,  and  of  conrae  puiaanoiis.  Oac  of  our  apothegms  is,  that  the 
metals  and  minerals  are  in  the  earfb,  and  beioR  exlraeled  from  the  depths 
of  the  earth,  hare  a  tcodaaay  to  carry  all  -down  into  the  earth,  or,  in  Mhar 
words,  the  grare,  who  nse  Ihem.  Tbnt  lh«  lewlmef  of  all  r^etables  b  to 
Bpriag  up  from  the  earth.  Their  tendency  i*  upwards ;  their  tendency  b  10 
inrigorate  aiwl  fcuclifr,  and  a|)hold  naokiud  from  the  f^ve. 

Q.  In  what  ligbt  do  you  new,  and  in  what  estimation  do  you  hold  those 
who,  baring  liille  expeiienee,  and  under  your  lather's  patent,  bare  ■  right 
(o  Dractise  as  a  Tboussontnu  doetes  i  D»  ynu  riew  rtiom  onalified  or  not ; 
skitrul  or  not  1  A.  We  do  doi  oousider  them  fit,  as  goBeral  practilionets ; 
they  have  merely  the  right  to  compound  their  own  BrdKiiwa,  and  prasiise  in 
•beit  own  families  ;  nnu  hare  ■•  nght  or  bstsiness  to  pt*eti»e  on  the  eommU' 
■ily ;  ihcy  arc  not  presumed  to  be  acquainted  with  diaaasa  or  medicine,  and 
should  not  be  laleiaied  to  pmclite,  or  to  collect  Ihuir  puy  for  their  services ; 
coinniuDily  is  io  danger  from  these  uDskilful  praeiiiioners.  There  an 
Ibousands  of  ihia  slam^  nil  over  ihe  United  Slatea.  If  these  men  ever  ac- 
quire experience  and  skill,  it  is  by  practising  upon  commanity  and  ai  iis  ai* 

"  7b  the  Bon.  Meun.  Farrimtoit,  donke,  and  Wheaton.  Io  «Aom  were  r«- 
ferrtd  Ihe  pefifidw  eftlU  TAeuMeman  Botanic  PkvoUiano  of  the  $Mt 
cfXtv  YoSt 

Oenilemeo,  you  hare  piopoundcd  10  me  the  following  questioos,  to  ba 
uawered  in  writing,  viz: 

■  [Rov  doaa  Hue  aeeord  with  tb«  eiUrsM  rMnlatioa*  jmmoi  bf  the  TT^nnnTT' 
Medical  Socisly  ufthe  lUla  of  Naw  York,  id  Jdm  tut,  wbsn  fluahcil  iriili  ths  boasar 
ef  (he  permiHKiD  granlMl  Ibctn  hy  Dr.  March  to  liiit  Um  Albanj  Medical  Colkp,. 
they  reaolired,  "  Ibtt  1*  it  ia  n  lb*  opiDun  i>r  Ibia  locielj  nacetaarj  ta  raiaa  lb*  atiM- 
■rd  of  mettictl  education  aiaong  Tlioniaooian  phyaiciana,  we  raeoiqiHEnd  lbs  •tDdenIs 
of  the  Thomtonian  SchooJ  (a  aoquire  a  oiore  iBDroogh  knowledge  uf  anatMnr,  pb;*i' 
•togf ,  mrgtrj,  ud  ebcmiitrj.    Sae  latallifeocer,  for  loly  1, 1839,  f.  113^-Ea.] 
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Firtllji.  What  reuoD  doei  DocL  TbomtOD  Eire  A>t  Ksking  that  the  risfat 
to  collect  p*i  hf  U«,  skould  be  confined  lo  thiMe  who  ihaTl  hereaAer  W 
eome  memben  of  the  New  York  State  ThamaoniaD  Botanic  Uedical  So- 


eirtvT 

Secondly.  Doe«  be  want  that  Boeiety  to  be  iacorporaied,  and  ir  ao,  ander 
wliote  direction  and  an  per  in  lea  den  ce  shall  it  be  7 

Thirdiy.  Who  ahsll  preMsribe  (be  course  and  leoglh  of  atndy  Tor  atodeDta  1 

Fourthly.  What  principle*  do  yon  ptactite  on  1 

Fifthla.  What  books  do  joa  study  7 

Sixthly.  How  long  a  time? 

Snenthly.  What  sludiei  are  those  which  the  old  practitiooen  pursiM 
vbieh  yon  deem  useless  7 

In  the  Gral  place,  why  ii  kere  t  syitem  of  medicioe  springing  into  eiist- 
'  ence  so  opposite  lu  the  principles  or  the  loog  established  aod  popular  sys- 
tems or  tlia  present  age  T  I  answer,  that  it  was  by  ihe  failure  of  this  old 
ntabiisbed  system  of  medicine  to  restore  (hose  to  health  whom  we  are  ac 
customed  to  iiherUh  above  all  other  eanbly  objects;  that  the  human  mind 
wu  led  to  wander  into  the  wide  regions  o(  philosophy,  unguided  by  anv 
biHuan  theory  except  reason  aiid  coqitnon  sense.  My  Tather  had  been  mncii 
subject  to  sickness  in  Lis  Tamily,  and  was  anxious  to  have  the  best  medical 
■iteodance  io  his  ricinily  ;  he  actuallj  employed  the  best  physician  within 
aereral  mile*  to  remote  aod  locate  himself  upon  his  farm,  and  while  the 
doctor  was  yet  a  resident  opoo  his  farm  and  wiinio  the  space  of  a  few  years, 
fire  different  members  of  his  family  bad  been  prooouqced  as  incurable  by 
this  same  physician,  and  when  the  patient  had  been  ihns  abaodoaed,  ffif 
father  was  first  stimulated  to  tiy  what  he  could  do  to  alleriale  or  mitigate 
ibe  aufieringa  of  the  paticot,  and  happily  sncceeded  in  restoring  every  in- 
diTidoal  to  health ;  now,  says  my  father,  if  this  long  establishea  system  of 
medicine  fails  to  restore  tbe  diflereot^  members  of  my  family,  and  1  lh«M 
take  kol'l  and  do  for  them  what  was  expected  from  those  who  profesM4 
SDpeiior  skill,  is  not  my  treatment  the  best.  From  that  time  forward,  which 
ia  now  near  fifty  years,  be  has  never  employed  a  regular  physician  to  tbe 
knowled^  of  the  writer.  The  neighbours  who  were  called  together  to  aa- 
aisi  at  hif  hooa^  as  is  usual  io  country  oetghbuurhoods  io  time  of  sickneaa, 
and  more  especially  when  the  patieoi  was  supposed  to  be  dangerously  ill, 
were  led  to  observe  tbe  least  cDaDge  ibai  took  place  with  the  patient,  aitd 
observing  ike  happy  effects  of  my  lather's  nursing  upon  the  menibeis  of  bis 
own  family,  became  the  first  messengers  to  herald  tne  Thonis«oian  system 
of  medicine  to  the  world.  In  tbe  course  of  time  many  of  the  relatives  or 
friends  of  those  kind  neighbors  were  stricken  down  by  the  band  of  disease, 
and  the  phyaictans  being  employed  as  usual,  as  the  best  judges  of  remedies 
for  tbe  sick,  as  in  the  case  of  mv  father's  fsmily,  io  many  iuslMces  gave 
ibe  patient  over  as  incurable.  Tne  human  mind  being  dow  upon  Ike  rack 
for  any  thing  that  wo«ld  io  the  least  mitigate  tbe  paias  of  the  sufferer,  it 
would  be  remarked,  why  not  seod  for  Samuel  Thomson,  and  have  him  ours* 
the  patient  as  he  tloea  those  of  his  own  family.  This  course  was  usually 
adopted,  aod  1  have  no  knowledge  of  bis  ever  losing  a  patient  in  his  own 
neigh  bourbood. 

Thus  his  plan  of  nnraiag  was  adopted  by  the  near  neighbours,  nod  from 
them  it  went  from  bouse  to  boose,  from  lowo  to  town,  and  from  state  t* 
state,  until  ii  is  now  more  or  less  known  in  every  state  in  the  Union  ;  and 
tbe  advocate*  or  friends  to  the  syitem  are  computed  by  the  celebrated  Docl. 
Beoj.  Waterhonse  to  amount  to  upwards  of  3,000,000.  It  was  by  their  pbi- 
losophical  experiments  and  ibe  happy  results  stlendant  upon  the  same,  lba< 
first  led  my  father  to  exclaim,  in  the  Unguage  of  the  poet,  stireJy  <ba 
"  grtatut  ttudy  ofmaitkind  u  moM." 

Having  been  thus  successful  io  his  nnning,  he  was  led  to  inquire  upoa 
what  principle  (he  animal  functions  were  brought  iuio  aeti<vi,  and  by  what 
principle  they  ceased  to  acL    The  practical  opcrationa  of  his  medlciaas 
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were  Dinowl;  JDveaiigmlMl ;  aD<I  •  rcuoo  Tor  the  tpeciBc  opcnrion  of  raeb 
laedicine  anon  the  afstem  wu  tequind.  M^  Tatber  at  bat  <eiil«d  dowD  in 
the  belief  tnat  tbe  buman  syBtem  was  a  species  of  ■nimal  machiae,  lubjeci 
to  (he  action  of  the  element!,  and  when  deiaoged,  was  to  be  pat  in  otder  by 
■  judicioa*  temperameDt  of  tbe  same  eleraenla  by  a  skilful  repairer,  whose 
datjp  it  is  to  know,  pm^ictdarlp,  tbe  principle  bjr  which  the  machiae  is  de- 
ranged ;  and,  nndentaodiaf  the  deficiencf,  may  know  how  to  restore  the 
absent  principle  in  all  eases  where  the  principle  of  life  is  nut  so  far  ^ne  a» 
not  to  bare  snfficient  to  btiild  to,  or  the  machine  so  far  decayed  as  (o  be  be- 
yond restoration.  For  example ;  the  foetus,  before  it  comes  ioto  existence, 
IS  formed  by  aaiure  with  nil  thosie  little  intricaeiea  of  machinery  that  are 
deii^rned  for  osefnlneis  in  life,  j\z :  the  organs  of  respiration,  digestion,  the 
nerrousBod  arterial  syetams,  &^.  &c.  Bnt  in  its  present  state^the  molaer's 
hreath,  food,  and  beverage,  and  other  support,  is  that  of  the  child,  lis  birth 
changes  the  acene;  the  child  then  act*  for  itself:  it  changes  a  temperature 
of  about  103  degrees  (^Fahrenheit  for  one  of  about  65  to  80.  Tbe  moment 
this  tow  temperature  strike*  the  aorface,  tbe  ontward  warmth  is  slacked  or 
reduced  ;  the  atmospheric  preemre  being  rery  near  16  lbs.  weight  npon  the 
aquare  inch,  preuei  in  upon  the  organs  of  respiration  and  the  lungs  are  at 
once  inflated  :  the  temperature  being  so  much  greater  upon  the  lung*,  (wf 
—  ■  >  ■•  ..,-,,       „,.„„,....,        -   TitEof''-- 


lungs  immediatetv  rariGe*  the  air  to  near  the  temperature  of  the  blood  ;  bjr 
which  mean*  it  becomes  «o  tight  and  expanded  ibai  the  I6lb*.  upon  the 
tquaie  inch  of  the  surface  {pressure  will  noi  admit  of  its  continuance  longer 
npon  the  lungs ;  and  the  air,  from  the  buoyancy  it  has  acquired  from  the 
warmth,  seek*  en  equilibrium  by  rising  abore,  in  conaequeDce  of  tbe  hear^ 
eaternal  presinre  upon  the  region  of  the  chest  upwards,  which  cmwdt  it 
out,  and  with  it,  the  first  sonnd  of  the  voice  is  a  cnr.  This  i*  the  Erst  raOTC- 
ment  of  the  machine  in  producing  sound,  which,  by  cuhiralion,  i*  made  to 
express  erery  passion  ana  want  that  the  bodr  may  require ;  and  a  jodiciona 
practitioner  of  medicine  i*  it*  repairer ;  and  lo  keep  it  in  active  npenitfon 
until  it  wears  out,  and  in  old  age  every  wheel  having  borne  its  proportion 
of  labour,  it  volunlarily  falls  to  pieces. 

This  frail  bark  was  thrown  into  life,  and  he  that  modelled  it,  pronounced 
it  perfect :  therefore,  be  does  not  design  that  we  should  take  anv  part  away, 
any  more  than  that  we  should  add  to  it ;  a*  we  can  do  the  one  in  a  philoso- 

Ehical  poiat  of  view,  as  well  as  the  other.     The 
as  no  more  lo  do  than  to  remove  rhe  ctogs  and  c        .  .... 

motion  of  tbe  gearing,  without  removing  any  pan  of  the  machinery  ;  for  if 
you  take  out  any  pan  of  this  complicated  macliiDe  it  i*  never  as  perfect  af- 
terwards ;  and  yon  obstruct,  to  a  certain  degree,  the  whole  work,  the  same 
as  any  aitiflcial  machine;  for  instance  ;  a  clock  or  ateam  engine.  The  child, 
if  healthy,  continue*  to  grow  :  bis  anes,  legs,  body  and  face  are  plump  and 
full:  we  see  no  indications  of  old  age,  snch  as  wrinkles  or  loss  of  Hesb:  he 
comes  up  to  youth,  to  manhood,  or  ine  meridian  of  life,  which  h  from  25  to 
35  year*  of  age;  the  member*  of  hU  body  may  now  be  said  to  have  acquired 
Ibeir  full  vigour.  It  may  now  be  truly  said  of  tbe  man,  as  of  frnit,  he  is 
the  eeniih  and  begins  to  wear  or  decay. 

,  __jl  do  quite  as  much  si  1  conld  once:  niy 

food  does  not  appear  to  aflbrd  ihai  sobsiantiel  support  it  did  once  :  my  rest 
isdeficieai:  my  nerves  have  become  tremuions:  wrinkle*  are  fast  gather- 
ing in  my  face  and  hands;  my  limbs  fall  awaj' ;  and  why  is  al)  this  decay? 
Toe  man  does  Dot  know  ;  he  says,  I  am  growing  old ;  but  that  does  not  an- 
swer tbe  question.  Tbe  fact  is,  the  first  part  thai  gives  away  is,  the  organs 
of  digestion  by  which  tbe  whole  fabrie  ia  aopported ;  these  organs  bare  be- 
come first  blunted,  and  are  not  capable  of  eiiracling  the  same  quantity  of 
aonrishment  from  a  given  quaniily  of  food  as  before  the  man  bad  attained 
the  meridian  of  life,  or  before  tbe  fruit  became  ripe. 
Well,  under  this  slate  of  things,  something  must  be  done  to  keep  up  vitai 
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•M^gf.  It  will  b«  TNOAoibwed  thkt  wliil«  ibe  maa  wu  coniBg  lo  maiarilj 
be  wu  Imjriag  op  in  •tore,  ■treoeib  of  blood,  aiz*  of  miucle  and  boo^,  and  a 
gooi  Man  of  Seah— the  fncl  of  life.  If  hia  tppetite  iliould  fail,  vou  know 
tbc  auQ  would  not  die  Hittil  all  hit  fleah  waa  DeaTlf  gone,  and  be  a  mere 
(keleioD  ;  foe  in  praporlion  ac  tha  appeiile  faiU,  niiiire  calU  apon  the  ttock 
of  fleah  aJmdr  in  ator^  which  wu  laid  np  in  early  life  to  loppott  the  body 
in  liie  decline  of  life,  the  aane  u  a  man  who  is  ambitious  in  vouih  lo  U^ 
op  a  (MffieieBt  eooipctcacr  ^"^  '^  income  to  luppott  him  ;  but  if  the  ineoaae 
Gub  to  five  kiin  a  food  aad  sofficieal  aupport,  be  muit  make  drafts  upon  the 
priaeipel,  li^l  oc  heavy,  u  the  circnautanceB  of  the  eue  maf  require. 

It  ia  preciaelT  the  same  with  the  bDman  if  aiem.  You  will  perceive  an 
old  fentleawa  far  adtaaced  in  life,  if  he  bai  doi  injured  hia  eontiiiMioo  Id 
hJarouDger  da**  by  taking  medicine,  or  lost  any  of  the  Tigorou*  propctiica 
of  the  fitat  Btoek  at  bit  blood,  by  tokinf  a  part  of  it  away  ot  weakeoiBg  the 
■anMbr  injuring  the  digeetion,  through  wbicb  the  blood  i«ceivea  its  aup- 
poet,  try  aoiioal  or  regei«ble  poiaona,  he  will  run  gradnally  down.  A*  the 
digeMire  power*  fail,  the  draft*  npon  the  fleah  are  more  argent  and  heavy, 
and  it  it  not  ODfreqaent  ibal  we  lee  the  penon  at  the  advanced  age  of 
ferealj,  eighty,  ninety,  tod  even  one  hundred  yrara  of  age,  while  appa- 
rently in  hia  usual  heallb,  die  aitting  !■  hi*  chair,  or  in  the  field,  or  in  the 
midat  of  hi*  avocaiioD^  the  fuel  of  life  having  become  eompletetv  eihauited, 
nr  the  lamp  of  life  being  drained  le  the  very  bottom,  and  ibe  light  bu  be- 
eume  extinct  for  the  want  of  oil,  or  nalure  having  completelv  eihauated 
ftom  her  atorebouie  the  means  necesMry  to  tualain  life.  Such  a  michioe 
we  coosider  has  been  oader  the  management  of  a  judiciooa  repairer,  engi- 
neer, or  phyaician  if  yoti  pleaw  ;  ha*  ^n  broiigbi  to  matorily  by  judiciooa 
L_^  nurtured  a  vigorou*  conatitution,  and  by  prudent  tna- 


nagemeat  hu  laid  uide  for  future  tMe,  a  sniiaUe  quantity  of  the  material  to 
luatain  and  prolong  life  after  the  per*on  b«*  paaaed  the  aaeridian  to  it*  lut 


Tbna  yoa  will  perceive  that  the  TbonatonUn*,  by  nnderalanding  the 
above  theory,  and  praeiising  upon  the  umc  ptinciplaa,  are  treating  the  ays- 
ten  philoaopnically.  Aa  our  theory  wa*  formed  from  our  practice,  and  oar 
irmedie*  are  in  harmony  with  life ;  a*  ihey  wilt  assist  nature  in  her  most 
deprecaed  aitnationa,  or  when  there  ia  a  sufficient  spark  left  to  build  (o,  and 
the  remedies  will  not  prove  deirimenlat  if  given  by  the  praeiitiooet  wboaa 
judgment  ha*  been  ntaiiire«l  and  regutaieil  bjr  a  scale  eaiabli*hed  by  exten- 
sive eiperieuee  and  observalions  by  Ihe  bedside  of  the  sick,  no  other  stand- 
ard can  be  depended  upon. 

it  may  be  aaid,  why  not  let  any  pcraon,  who  feels  *o  di*na*ed.  try  the 
■•me  kind  of  ezpeiimeot*  as  my  faiber  did,  and  rtin  the  risk  oi  ettablisbiu 
a  theory  for  himself;  to  which  1  reply,  has  every  person,  or  one  in  ten  mil- 
lions ityou  please,  the  nme  capaciiy  of  mind  for  inquiry  u  my  father  had  1 
if  to,  it  it  probable  he  would  have  the  laroe  chance  lo  brias  hu  unpolitbed 
judgment  in  contact  with  the  regular  pbytician,  and  have  iCem  balanced  in 
ihc  irue  scale  of  practical  utility  1  After  all,  where  is  the  UDCiiliivated  miad 
aofficienlly  ttronjg  to  buffet  the  rough  torreot  of  popular  prejudice,  aoil  main- 
tain  principle*  directly  at  war  with  the  long  etiahlisbed  prMticea  r>f  the  day, 
tod  work  out,  as  it  were,  from  the  rough,  a  tystem  su  philocophical  as  to  be 
capable  of  being  brought  home  to  the  underttaDding  of  every  mind  of  mo- 
derate capacity,  without  at  once  advening  to  the  old  system  of  practice  a*  a 
guiding  star,  as  was  the  case  of  Samuel  Thomson,  who  proved  every  prin- 
ciple of  his  theory  by  hit  praelice  aa  be  progretted,  and  is  ever  ready  to  as* 
sign  a  philotopbical  reaton  for  every  principle  advanced. 

You  now  see  the  Thomsonian  system  of  praciiea,  w  patented  by  Bjr 
father,  used  by  millions  of  the  inhabitant*  of  iheae  United  Stales,  aad  it 
mui  be  expected  that  wheoever  a  svslem  of  medicine  hat  been  discovered, 
or  any  new  ''"*"?  ^>^^^  brought  to  bear  to  eitensively  npOB  the  welfare  of 
eommooiiy,  it  will  be  liable  lo  abuse,  aad  isusi  eveDHMflv  become  *ubj«et 

r,o,i,,-,-,it,.GoO(^lc 


7A  Ameriemn  Medical  Lu^tigmeer. 

to  legi*latite  ngnlmlioa.  Bf  loiiw,  iha  TboBMmiu  vf»ttm  of  nwdt«iD« 
bu  bttn  nad«  a  matur  of  apeoQlalioD,  bjr  which  there  hat  bwn  much  com- 
plaint bjr  the  people.  Thoae  who  ha*«  bcco  the  gmteU  cat»e  of  th«B« 
eoaplaiau,  wera  thou  who  have  failed  in  othar  parsoits  in  life,  nieb  ■• 
meramtiU,  wuehanical,  or  commercial,  and  caaling  aboat  for  bd  aroeatioB 
hjr  which  tn  ohtalo  a  lure  iJTelihood  wiih  ibe  lean  trouble  aod  eipeose,  and 
ban  ftdopud  the  ThomMoian  sT't^io  "■  '^^  <"■"  I>*bI  calculated  to  brins 
aboMt  so  dnirable  aa  object.  It  i«  afaioit  thia  class  of  praetitioBcr*  the 
cooimaDitr  wish  lo  be  protected.  Sach  iDdividwats  commeace  their  prae- 
tice  from  reading.  Dot  haviag^  had  any  prcTtoDS  knowtedg*  ptmctieallr  with 
the  eiperieneed  pnieiilioaer. 
M^faihcr'a  patent-right  eiieadt  only  to  the  porchaser,  and  hi*  fatoily 


Mif  op  a*  a  praclitioner,  wiihooi  firtt  obiainiar  a  knowledge  of  the  princi- 
I^M  and  pneiice  wiih  aoiue  peitoa  who  it  well  qsalified  to  iastrvet  pncti- 
callj.  now  if  there  ie  •  law  compelling  the  ttndenta  to  compljr  wtih  ifae 
terait  of  the  New  Ytrk  9taU  Thom*cm,ian  Botanic  Society  before  they 
■ball  be  able  to  collect  pav  by  law,  it  wilt  be  a  tiiinulai  for  the  Biudent  to 

trepare  hioitelf  to  be  legally  allowed  to  practise.  From  those  persons  wbo 
ave  only  parebascd  a  family  right,  the  correct  practiiioner  saSers  much 
wrong  from  the  hand*  of  coDjmuniiy,  who  iarartahly  claaa  them  logelb«r; 
while  the  one  baa  ao  eiteaiire  praeiical  knowledge  and  a  good  nnderatand- 
iag  of  his  theory,  the  other  ba*  oolj'  a  alight  knowledge  of  the  theory  by 
readiag  only,  wiihoat  any  practice. 

Seemtili/.  All  thai  is  required  by  the  New  York  Stale  Thomsonian  So- 
ciety is,  that  thoae  who  wish  to  practise  shall  nol  be  able  lo  cetlect  pay  by 
law,  until  they  haTe  sulMaribed  to  the  rales  and  regalatjons  of  the'«oeiel)r 
ia  erery  nartlcalar. 

Thirdly.  The  slate  society  in  general  coiiT«ntioii  shall  adopt  sach  coorae 
of  Btodies  as  they  shall  ibiak  proper. 

Fourlhlg.  The  text  books  are,  TbomiOD's  Quid*  to  Health,  Hearser'a 
Uidwifery,  Rafiaesqne's  Botany,  Thomsoniaa  Recorder,  and  teeeral  oibfer 
warksL 

Ftjfihlif.  One  year  to  be  devoted  in  study  and  ptvelice,  with  a  competent 
ftaetitioaet. 

aiMkly.  Y  .... 

«w  which  yoo  deem  aselesa  ? 

We  deem  nearly  the  whole  of  the  theory  and  practice  of  mediciae  as  fal- 
laciOQS,  and  not  lo  be  depended  upon ;  as  Ibe  mediciDes  are  what  we  con- 
sider, and  what  are  |tenenl(y  termed  poisons,  or  articles  thai  aie  deirimeo- 
1*1  to  health  and  life.  The  aame  article*  are  used  to  restore  the  sick  (o 
kealth  that  a  well  peraon  would  lake  lo  destroy  life,  if  he  wished  lo  commit 
mileidc.  Now,  we  can  never  aabicribe  to  the  doctrine  that  wbai  will  kill 
in  the  hands  of  aa  assassin  or  suicide,  will  prove  a  balm  to  heal  the  sick  and 
ream*  consolation  to  ibe  afflicted,  becsifBC  the  hands  are  changed  thai  ad- 
niniater  the  article. 

Our  medieiaea  are  calculated  to  aasist  nature  and  comfort  the  sick  in  their 
aflidion,  and  lift  np  as  it  were  wiih  a  helping  hand  such  as  are  infit-m ;  to 
•tse  pain  and  quiet  the  ezeiiahility  of  the  syMeni,  and  brine  the  body  baek 
to  the  state,  as  near  as  possible,  of  healthy  action,  and  will  do  no  barai  if  it 

The  r^ular  piaelice  makes  sick  oi  reduces  Ihe  patient,  and  make*  him 
nnch  wotse  than  when  trst  taken  ;  and  after  it  has  operated,  by  a  violent 
effort  of  nature  to  throw  it  ofl^  if  the  constitution  is  strong  enough  to  bear 
the  shock  of  Ihe  medicine  together  with  tbe  disease,  both  will  be  thrown  off 
tocher.  The  medicine  is  then  stopped  to  give  ihe  patient  a  cbanee  to 
gain;  hut  if  the  eoastilniion  is  not  strong  enongh  to  throw  off  the  medicine, 
It  it  nOeif  M  to  tak«  life  of  ilt«lf.    We  m«  opiva  UMd  rreqaenily  to  take 
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lifr,  alto  to  cnra  the  sick ;  alM  mncarr  tot  ib«  (ama  pnrpMea.  Tbe  ktiifa 
is  QsmI  to  take  the  lifeblood  of  aaimala,  to  •ailain  lifa.  The  laDce  u  nted 
U)  asTe  th«  lifa  of  the  aick— lo  leatore  tliat  une  principle  thai  the  knife  is 
■aad  to  take  away. 

Under  ibeae  coBcileiatirais,  we  think  the  materia  mfdiea  uietess  lo  the 
Thomsooian  pnctiiioner,  a«  tbef  ttke  atva;  what  we  wish  to  restore.  Tbe 
TboDMODian  ■jttem  of  nedicine  ii,  thank  God,  foaoded  on  no  sacb  syatem 
of  pbilosophjr." 

Tk«  eoninitiee,  it  is  well  known,  are  doI  phf siciaDs,  and  of  eoutse  can- 
not be  expected  to  combat  this  theor;.  They  roust  he  paitloned,  however, 
for  MH  giTiog  their  aas^t  lo  a  theorf,  the  proof  of  which  could  onlf  be  ob- 
inined  br  kw^  eiperience  and  clow  'obteTration  of  cretr  yariety  of  diaeaie, 
and  br  tM  perfoimance  of  the  nicest  and  roost  eerutiDiiing  aDatomtcal  in- 
•peclioQs,  operations  and  dissectiooi. 

This  class  of  phraieiaos  scoot  anatoroy,  as  to  ifaem  a  uselest  acteoce  ; 
they  do  Dot  bleed,  becBDse  tbe  lancet  is  aleel  and  tbe  assassio's  koifeia 
steeL  and  yon  muu  not  Hy  they  use  that  tool  lo  cure,  which  may  be  used 
to  kill.  B^  a  paritr  of  reaBODiag,  a  bojl,  or  an  abscess,  or  a  bloodblialer. 
mast  not  be  opeoed,  because  the  tool  hy  which  the  operation  is  perfbimed 
is  composed  ot  the  sane  material  as  a  deadly  weapon.  How  can  the  man 
who  has  only  looked  on  tbe  anriacc  of  a  homan  being,  tell  what  is  tbe  eanse 
of  diaeaseT     What  obstruction  can  he  diseorerT 

Is  lock-jaw,  or  tic  doloareai,  oi  gout,  or  theumaiien,  or  the  loothach,  ec- 
casioned  by  ohstmelion  7  if  so,  what  obslrurtion  1  It  is  an  tnieroal  obstme- 
tion,  if  ohetrnclioB  at  all ;  and  as  dissections  are  unknown  and  anatomy 
oaelesa,  the  theory  most  he  founded  oo  mere  goesi  work,  and  aecordiog  to 
all  ^ikMophic  mlcs,  is  entitled  to  oo  credit. 

<r«  t«  tMHlmdtd  JB  Ou  Mat  aeaOrr.) 


:BIBLIOaRAPHlCAL  NOTICES. 

TVoRsacttoM  q/'ttc  Medicai  Soeietf  of  Neu  York.'' 
This  part  of  the  traosactioDi  comprises,  1.  the  cooclastoo  of  the  itatistle* 

of  the  Medical  Collq;ti>  of  the  United  Sutet,  hy  Dr.  T.  Romeyn  Beck ; 

3.  the  aitaual  addrcsa  oo  improrements  in  racdiciBo,  by  Dr.  Lauiena  Hall; 

3.  report  ofacomniltea  of  the  society  on-lhe  sut^eet  of  medical  education  i 

i.  Prize  disseTtaiion  on  diaeaset  of  the  spinal  column,  hy  Dr.  Nathan  S. 

DaTis;  5.  Address  before  the  CkenaDgo  county  Medical  Bociety,  by  Dr. 

Wia.  D.  Purple ;  and  6.  cMeofaudden  death  frtmi  niptora  of  the  spennatie 

Teiaa,  by  Dr.  Jaroei  MeNangbtoo. 
The  appendix  coouin*  an  abstract  of  the  proceediogs  of  ike  aocictyat  iu 

annual  suaion,  Fabiaary,  1840,  and  a  list  oif  cAcera  of  iha  cotuly  nedieal 

•oeiatiM. 

■IVaMBiioM  of  (b>  Hedioal  8o«iM«  ef  lbs  rtste of  Na«  York,  VeLi*.,P*n9. 
Sf»  PPL  190.    AlbHiy,  1840. 
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Summary  of  Cases  treated  in  the  Women's  Supital,  BltcieUyi 
fiom  January  \st,  1839,  to  January  1st,  1340. 


WOUKS-B  MBDICAL  WABW. 


Araehnllb, 
BroacbUii, 
OomtiHlioa, 

CaUrrh,     . 

Qooia  Uuri, 
Cboraa, 

~  ra  HarbtH, 
OothiiMDleritu,  . 
Djtpeptu, 
DfpnMaorrhiEi, 
DrMnlsry, 
Durrhoa,  ■ 


Bpitop./. 
Fa*ar,  inle 


Fii*ar,  Inlei-milUot, 
RamiltoQt, 
TyphB.,   . 

Qialrili*.    . 

Bangrene  of  Lonn, 

Hrporlroplij  or  H«al 

Hfileria,    , 

H«iiiateemai«,    , 

HAiaiplegU, 

Hianiaptjrii*, 


LarjDftaj*, 
Leiicarrh<Ba, 
Mtoorib»glt, 
Maniafitii, 
Nepbrilia,   . 
Naaralgia, 
raifBKlia,  . 
Pnerparal  a/vtnia, 
Paricarditia, 


xt. 
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CteMT  oTRietaiii, 

CiiiiajitMrti, 


FnfcpnH  Utaii, 
Polnotaf  of  Arm, 
RtMUioa  of  Urina, 
HaM^Viffinl  Fbtnla, 
ScnfokMw, 

'        Seooadvf, 
fljiiaitia  Irilia, 


-     -  Uleen, 
"  »        afUg, 

DlnrofComM, 
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lf>rricd,S14;  ShifKiat. 
lalenipeniU,  MS;  Modtnte,  10 ;  Tempenle,  S3. 

ToUl  Duabct  ftr  llw  7Mf  adnhlsd  to  ffooMii'i  Barfied  Ward*,  339.    Of  tba  abov* 
48  won  eokraml. 
Mimed,  136;  Single,  303.   . 
Intompantg,  915;  IfodenU,?!  j  TaniperBle,  53. 
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kilBCELLANBOUS  NOTICES. 

Medical  College  of  Pkiladdph<a.~ln  coDrurtniir  wiih  proTialoM  of  ihf 
ckarier  ot  IncorporalioB  of  the  Medicit  College  of  PhiUdefphia,  ili«  follow- 
iok  (dfieera  have  been  duW  elected  : — 

Prendent.—'ThoaM  H.  Hewaoo,  M,  D. 

Ffee  PreaitUnlt.~-ThtmMa  HaTris,  M.  D.,  Charles  D.  Heiga,  M.  D. 

7V«wurer.— Henry  Bond,  M.  D.  ■> 

Qurretponding  S«;rrfa«(,— John  Bell,  M.  D. 

Curator.— lotepb  Brook&eld,  M.  D. 

Recording  Secretary. — Joaeph  WarringioQ,  M.  D. 

Board  ofExamimrw. — F^r  one  year.— Jacob  RaodoliA,  M.  D.,  Cbarles 
D.  Me^,  H.  D.  ■ 

Jlir  (w»yea«.— D.  F.  Condie,  M.  D.,  Robt.  Bi)4s«a;  H.  D. 

Per  three  jreora.— ReyBell  Coatea,  M.  D,  Caspar  W.  Peonock,  M.  D. 

Poieoninf  with  a>lchicum.—A  Quoafe  JurM.'— Tbe  rollowiog  caae  ii 
isuresiing  id  a  twofold  maQoer;  il  alTorda  an  example  of  poisoBing  by  col- 
ehicum,  and  illustrales  ibe  leoklestneta  with  which  quack  preicndera  to 
medicine  sacriScc  homao  life  10  ibeir  telGsb  eods  :— 

A  wine  mercbani,  50  yeara  of  age,  of  airong  cod  at  it  q1  ion,  had  beeD  loog 
(abject  to  deafness.  By  ehsnce  the  proapectus  of  a  quack  anrist  was  placed 
in  bis  bands,  in  which  proapeetus.a  pronapt  and  certain  cure  of  hi*  innrnity 
was  promised.  He  iraniediaiely  repaired  lo  the  auriitV  who  prescribed  « 
poiioa  coDlaiDiog  colchicum,  and  some  other,  but  lest  aciHe,  drngs. 

M look  of  the  poiioD,  a*  be  had  been  directed,  a  spoonful  erery  half 

hovr,  and  soon  fell  its  effecta  j  the  suSeriag  produced  was  extreme,  but  iba 
■niti,  when  informed,  said  that  il  would  soon  pass  away.  Under  thia  aa- 
Miraiwe,  the  onfoctunate  man  continued  to  drink  tbe  potion,  to  the  Inat  dtop^ 
and  then  fell  into  tbe  moat  alarmiog  state.  A  physician  was  now  eoasalted, 
bat  before  any  remedy  coold  be  admiBiatervd,  tbe  man  wna  dead.  He  had 
taken,  in  three  days,  more  than  half  an  ounce  of  colcbicnn  root. 

7%e  iina;  ,Sfte/eton.*— Prom  a  notteeonhe  aiuingattf  iheRoral  Sooiahr 
of  Medicine,  of  BordeBav,MihIiihed  in  Froriep'a  Notisen,  October,  1S39,  it 
appears  that  tbe  man,  Am&rose  Claude  Saurat,  who,  some  of  our  readers 
may  femeiober,  was  eibibiled  in  this  country  about  19  years  since,  ia  still  ■ 
living  akeleton.  He  has  laiel|y  been  carefallr  examined  by  the  Royal  So- 
ciety at  Bordeaoi.  Prom  ibew  deseriniion  of  him  it  appeara,  that  czetpi  ia  . 
a  partial  loss  of  tbe  use  of  his  exlremitiea,  hia  condiiion  has  not  tnatanally ' 
chaoged.  He  can  still  breathe  freely,  and  hat  no  particular  {tain  about  the 
chest.  He  digests  well,  snd  nerer  hss  diarrhoea,  tboogh  he  is  sometimes 
eonatipated.  His  appetite  is  tolcrablr  good,  bnl  ne  eats  littls,  and  adopts  a 
Tcr*  regular  re^imeo.  He  prefers  the  flest)  of  young  animals,  and  avoids 
pickled  meal,  wine,  add  spim»  His  daily  consumption  of  food  is  only  U 
ounces. 

8anial*s  intellectiMl  ftcohics  are  still  good :  bat  his  memory  has  da- 
creased  for  many  years.  His  teinal  appetite  is  siitl  ttndevtiopcd,  and  h«' 
has  never  had  any  intrreodrae  with  woioen.  He  cdjots  quietnde,  snd  baa 
no  cares  or  mental  sofiering.  He  often  has  singular  dreams ;  in  which  he 
bears  music,  and  thioiks  he  is  actively  exerting  himself.  Be  sweats  pr»- 
foMely  at  night,  and  etpseially  after  drinhiag  cold  lemonade.  He  cannot 
bear  a  dull  heavy  aimosphere ;  bat  the  eliraate  of  Italy  exactly  suited  him. 

The  deformity  of  his  hands  and  feet  (and  ha  can  now  neiHser  walk  mt 
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atand),  nat  pr«ceded  bf  driKidg  paina  in  hi*  extremities,  which  com- 
menced  10  or  IS  year*  ago.  The  power  of  noviof  ibem  waa  cradiMllr 
loai ;  but  be  bad  no  paio  in  (he  head  or  back,  nor  any  remarkable  pain  in 


the  abdomen. 

After  Saoral  bad  been  eiamined,  and  had  given  the  account  of  hinuelf. 
from  whieb  ibe  above  ii  abalraeted^  in  a  vei)  clear  mnnacr,  hia  abiumial 
condition  «raa  more  accurateljr  iaqaired  into^ 

Hia  head  i«  a  little  tomed  towarda  the  right  aide :  hii  eyea  hare  a  qoiet 
doll  eipreasioD  ;  bit  complexion  is  pale  aad  fixed ;  Ihe  left  aide  of  the  face 
ia  thinneT  than  the  right  g  the  month  ia  laiga,  and  the  right  corner  of  ii  ia, 
remarkabl;  drawn  downward*. 

Hi*  cheat  baa  a  deep  depretaifHi  on  the  median  line;  the  riba,  and  espeei- 
alljr  thoae  on  the  left  aide,  are  verr  m«ch  cured  ;  the  aotero-poaterior  dia- 
meter of  the  chest  ia  about  4  inches ;  the  spiite  ii  var;  much  carved  to  lb* 
left  aide,  bnt  tha  curvature  alien  Mcordisg  to  the  mode  io  which  ibe  tnmk 
isioppoiled.  Pereusaion  detect*  a  fuller  aoond  on  the  right  than  od  thelaft 
aide ;  and  there  is  a  slight  duloeni  on  the  left  aide  behind.    With  the  atetbo- 


ape,  the  reapiratory  murmur  can  acarccly  be  heard  OD  the  i 
_  jbt  side  of  the  chest ;  but  on  Ibe  left  one  hears  even  with  thi 
ear  a  distinct  nibbing  sound.  The  respiration  is  chieSjr  eOected  by  the  ab- 
dominal muscles,  for  the  ribs  scarcely  more.  He  inspires  S4  times  in  the 
minnte ;  his  radial  artery  beats  from  SO  to  84  times  in  the  same  period. 

His  abdomen  presents  nothing  peculiar ;  it  is  yielding  and  tolerably  nor- 
mal in  its  develc^ment  and  remi. 

In  the  genital  organs,  nothing  marked  is  to  be  obierred. 

The  exitemiliea  ere  incTedibly  emaciated,  especially  the  hJM,  tbigbs, 
ahoulden,  and  opper  arms.  His  hands  and  feel  are  curred  and  swolTen  ; 
the  dngers  are  booV-like  and  almost  immovable. 

Saarat  has  sot  together  a  respectable  pioperiy,  aud  has  a  amalt  estate  in 
Ibe  diitricl  of  Hina,  where  he  takes  care  to  pasrthe  winter. 


NECROLOGY. 


jWr.  CopUmd  HuUhieon. — This  gentleman,  who  had  furaiibed  many  ralo- 
■ble  eoolribqtioos  to  surgical  science,  died  recently  at  Plymouth,  England. 
He  waa  the  author  of  a  letter  on  the  operation  for  popliteal  aneurism,  Loo- 
doB,  1811.  Praotieal  ohaervations  in  Sargcry,  London,  leifi.  Practical 
eaae*  in  Sargery ;  partientaTly  t*  regards  iha  naval  and  military  service, 
London,  1S26 ;  and  also  of  various  communications  in  the  Medieo-ehinir- 
gical  Tra 


BOOKS  RECEIVED. 

/Von»  lk9  iltUAor.— Notiee  of  the  Daguerreotype.  By  William  E.  A. 
Aikin,  M.  D.,  Prfd'aaaaT  of  Chemialry  and  Pbannacy  in  the  University  of 
Marynod.  Sro.  pp.  16.  Six  wood  esgraviaga  (from  Maryland  Mad.  and 
8«K.  Journal,  Vol,  i.  No.  3.)    Baltimore,  1840. 

JVwnt  (A«  .AutAor.—Piulosopby  of  Mind,  developing  new  source*  of  ideaa, 


deaignaling  iheir  distinctive  clasaea,  and  simplifying  the  fiacullie*  and  op»- 
tationa  of  the  whole  mind.    By<Jotin  Steama,  M.  D.,  of  -'         - 
YaA.    Sro.  ».  S&.    New  York,  1840. 


b,Goo(^lc 


AMERICAN  MEDICAL  INTELLIGENCER. 


Avr.  I.— REPORT  OP  THB  MINORITY  OF  THE  SELECT  COM- 
MITTEE OF  THB  ASSEMBLY  OP  THE  STATE  OF  NEW 
YORK,  ON  THOMSONIANISM. 

(CMcfaiiM/ram  pag«  75.) 

Another  of  the  leidJng  principlet  of  this  clau  of  ph]r«iciaiis  it,  that  the 
homtD  bodr  i*  compMed  or  four  elemenu,  «kiiti,  ftir,  fire  aod  water.  Now, 
as  this  cUbi  of  phyiiciiQi  ncTer  diHCCt  a  humaD  body,  and  are  not  cbe- 
niita,  how  can  ihejr  inform  tu  of  its  eompoDeat  parti  1  If  we  wi«h  to  ateer- 
tain  the  component  parti  of  ^aj  materiat  lhiD(,  we  labmil  it  to  the  chemiji ; 
ve  analjrze  it,  moire  it  into  it*  elementary  principle*.  This  theory  wu 
Bot  arrired  at  in  any  each  way  ;  but  to  nte  the  word*  of  the  foander  of  thi« 
■fsteia,  be  arrired  at  it  by  the  "mature  con*ideratioD." 

Methinka.  that  if  the  qaaliiia*  of  a  newly  diKorered  ore  were  to  be  a*cer- 
tained,  ila  elemenla  diacorered  and  it*  Talue  made  known,  the  proceii  wooM 
be  MMBething  beeidee  conaidemtion.  Were  coD*id<ration  the  teat  of  compo- 
nent part*  and  ralne,  there  would  probably  be  aa  many  opinion*  a«  men. 

Jn  this  Tery  iaslanee,  nnfortuDaiely  for  the  tbeory,  aod  the  "  mature  eon- 
aideration"  on  which  it  i*  founded,  the  rery  things  called  element*  are 
taliely  co  called ;  earth,  air,  fire,  or  water,  are  not  element*.  The  beat  pia- 
doeed  by  combustion,  may  perfaap*  be  denominated  an  etemeni,  but  wba 
doe*  not  know  that  earth,  air,  and  water  are  compounds?  who  i*  it  that 
preiuraea  to  apeak  of  elenenls  and  of  compouada,  nnlesa  a  ohemisi  himiielf, 
or  adopting  ihe  opinioot  of  chemitlt. 

It  will  not  be  denied,  rhat  it  it  the  duty  of  goTernmeot  to  protect,  by  laws 
aptly  fitted  to  the  caie,  the  people  againil  the  impoaitiona  which  any  trade, 
eraft,  oeeopaiion  or  profcasion  may  practise  upon  them.  Cuiiam  or  statute, 
or  both,  bare  etubliabed  cerlaio  rale*  or  lotl  for  the  miller.  We  icat,  by 
certain  standards,  the  weight*  and  meaaaret  which  are  in  nse ;  we  eatab- 
lish  ihe  weight  of  a  giren  mcatore  of  grain  ;  we  exact  a  licence  from  the 
pedlar,  aaetiooeer,  ana  dealer  in  liquors ;  we  establish  an  iospectioD  orer 


pedlar,  aaetiooeer,  and  dealer  in  liquors ;  we  esiabluh  an  lospection  orer 
tbe  prodoetions  of  the  botcher,  the  fiaheman,  the  tanner,  the  lombenaan, 
and  the  miller,  to  protect  commnnity  against  imposition,  ioterpoaing  the 
•kill  of  the  inspector  a*  a  shield  for  ih«  ignorant    Thia  we  do  in  the  art*. 

In  the  eeienees  we  here  law*  for  the  protection  of  the  people  afainet  pM- 
lifog^iag.  In  the  eeclesinttical  world,  tbe  elate,  out  of  ragatd  tot  perEtet 
religious  freedom  and  perfect  toleraiion  in  all  malten  of  faiin,  abstains  from 
intei meddling ;  bat  eren  here,  the  different  societies  of  Christians,  one  and 
■It,  baTC  their  laws,  as  oertain  and  aa  eSeciiial  too,  •*  to  tbe  moral  and 
literary  qnaliflcations  of  their  spiritual  goidea.  In  medicine,  too,  the  law 
has  prescribed  the  moral  ebaracter,  the  term  of  study,  the  ezaminatioa  aqd 
Ihe  age  of  the  practitioner. 

Art  all  iheae  lawi  foanded  in  folly  t  Ate  tbey  dcsfrriac  of  beiac  t^V*- 
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tind  u  monopolie*  i  la  iDterfetiD^  (f  rannicillf  tod  oDDeccmiilr  with 
eommoD  righli  &Dd  eonstitulioDRl  pnvilei;ea1 

In  whose  beh*)f  is  it  ihat  we  are  called  on  lo  deHate  (nm  ■  course  prac- 
tiied  and  Eanctioned  by  the  wisdom  of  Rsei  T  Who  are  Ihef,  who  ulk  so 
mocfa  of  inherent  rights  and  coastitationarpriTileges,  and  of  monopoly^  and 
of  the  igooraace  and  unskilTulQesi  of  others?  They  are  men  who  claiin  to 
pracliae  under  a  patent,  who  bare  the  exclasire  ri^ht  lo  compound,  rend 
and  adminiater  cerlain  mediciati;  tb«ir  (xislcnce  is  predioated  ob  mono- 
poTf  and  ezclusire  chartered  pririlegea. 

Who  are  they  who  siiKmaiize  olhera  with  the  mystery  thrown  around 
iheir  science;  of  their  learned  technical  lerroa;  terms  known  and  onder- 
stood  alone  by  the  medical  world ;  and  from  their  noirormily,  afibrdtn^  m 
wonderfal  facility  for  the  dissemination  of  learning,  lerma,  of  necessily, 
learned  bat  always  desGriptire,  and  founded  on  a  common  languaKe? 
Tenns  which  any  man  may  learn  and  anderstand.  if  he  will  just  lake  the 
trouble  to  open  the  dictionary,  and  no  patent  lock  interposed.  They  are 
men  who  practise  under  a  patent,  greoiing  eiclusire  priTileges ;  and  who 

five  the  names  of  No.  1  and  2,  as  words  to  their  medicines.  Are  nnmbera, 
kila,  Arabic  figures,  more  deseriptire  of  the  nature,  power  and  properties 
of  medicines,  than  the  most  abstruse  word  used  in  materia  medica7 

"Physician  heal  thyself,"  was  never  more  appropriately  applied,  than  is 
this  case.  Render  simple  and  plain  your  own  vocaoulary  ;  call  your  medi- 
cines by  plain  English  names,  and  then  criticise,  ad  libitum,  the  mystery  or 
pedantry  of  others. 

The  committee,  with  tbe  view  of  discorering  whether  there  was  any 
iking  real  in  the  objection  to  the  use  of  mineral  medicines;  whether  the 
principle  hid  down  by  this  class  of  physicians,  that  all  metals  and  mioerala, 
in  their  state  of  parity,  and  all  compounds  of  them,  whether  natural  or  arti- 
ficial, were  poisonous,  look  some  pains  to  ascertain  into  what  subsiaiteea 
metals  and  minerals  entered  and  formed  an  esaential  component  part,  end 
foand  that  there  was  scarcely  an  article  of  food  or  medicine  but  was  com- 
posed in  pan  of  a  metal  or  mineral.  That  the  healihieat  horoan  being  is 
composed,  in  part,  of  metallic  and  mineral  substances.  Tbe  colour  of  the 
blood  is  occasioned  by  a  eomponnd  of  iron  it  cootains;  the  bone*  are  a 
mineral  substance,  and  these  component  parts  are  as  necessary  as  any  other 
which  enter  into  the  system. 

'  Bait  itself,  so  necessary  lo  tbe  eojoymeni  of  life  and  the  protnolion  of 
heallb,  is  B  mineral,  and  has  for  its  base  a  metal ;  one  of  these  poUonout 
metals.  The  body  of  man  being  composed  in  pari  of  both  melala  and  mi- 
nerala,  it  would  seem  that  a  consiant  supply  of  these  materials  in  aoine 
form  was  necessBi?  to  the  derelopement,  and  sustenance,  and  health  of  the 
animal  system.  The  committee  cannot  come  to  the  conclusion  ibai  metala 
or  minerals,  or  their  compounds  are,  as  a  general  rule,  poisonous:  on  the 
contrary,  that  both  in  sickness  and  in  health,  they  are  neceasary  to  our  ex- 
istence. 

The  fancy,  thai  because  the  metallic  and  mineral  kingdom  is  in  the 
grouDd,  aod'lhe  dead  body  of  a  man  is  deposited  in  the  ground,  and  lhat 
the  former  has  an  aEBnily  for  the  latter,  and  therefore  has  a  tendency  to 
drag  down  tbe  body  to  the  ar«*e,  is  hardly  worthy  of  comment.  Water 
ties  as  deep  in  the  ground  as  the  metal ;  its  leodency  is  as  esaeotially  down- 
wards. Rum  has  no  such  downward  tendency.  Ram  does  not  exist  in 
tbe  ground  ;  the  tendency  of  rum  is  upwards.  If  the  theory  were  correct, 
tbe  coDelosioD  would  seem  lo  follow  that  water  is  poisonous  and  mm  is 
healthy. 

This  elasa  of  pbysiciana  use  toota,  and  their  leodency  is  downwards. 
Tbe  committee  have  also  taken  some  pains  to  eiamioe  tbe  regetable* 
which  this  elaaa  of  physieiana  uae,  aud  behold,  there  is  not  one  hut  is  com- 
pMed,  in  part,  both  of  metals  end  mioerals.  Tbia  is  true  of  the  whole  ani- 
nil  and  regetable  kingdom.    Out  of  a  great  namber  of  analytical  expeii- 
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g  :  100  pHrls  [of  the  aibei]  of  whMl  flour  conliio  43  piru  of 
Milnbic  ulcs,  13  of  phocpliatei  aod  oarbonaies,  i  a  part  of  melal,  33  paru  of 
(tlica  ;  so  that  f  [he  aahea  of]  ihe  toaterial  out  of  which  our  daily  bread,  the 
"•uffof  life"  It  made,  is  composed  .981  of  these  poiaooous  meials  and  uti- 
■eralt  which  bare  luca  a  leadeacv  to  drag  dowo  meo  to  ibe  srave. 

The  [aahea  of]  ladian  corn,  tbc  native  gnia,  and  of  wbicli  abote  alt 
mliera,  lae  Americaa  is  proud,  aod  of  which  the  poet  Bartow  said,  that  half 
Ibe  bones  of  New-EDglaod't  iobs  are  made,  is  composed  of  .76  or  metallic 
and  miaeral  aubstancei- 

It  would  be  a  waste  of  line,  to  ttiow  the  compoDeot  parts  of  different 
■egelables.  Ii  is  suffieieui  to  say,  that  ibere  it  not  a  siogle  vegetable  in  the 
world  of  planK  which  ia  not  composed,  io  part,  of  tneiallic  and  mineral 
snbataBces.  Ereu  the  red  pepper,  which  is  ibe  great  siimulaDt  used  b;  this 
enter  ftf  pbraiciaDS,  is  fouoa  oa  analysis,  to  coatain  ten  per  ceut,  of  metallic 
■laitci.  The  lobelia  ioflau  ia  aot  more  fortunate.  This  plaut,  vulgarly 
called  Indiaa  tobacco,  and  which  occupies  eo  high  a  raok  lo  the  materia 
■edica  of  ibis  class  of  physics,  is  tbos  described  1^  Barton.  It  will  be 
fabme  in  mind,  that  Barton's  Medical  Bolanr  is  one  ot  the  few  books  wbick 
Ibis  dus  of  pbfsiciaos  claim  that  it  is  useful  to  read.  "  Lobelia  inflata," 
sajs  Baitoo,  is  decidedly  one  of  the  mott  active  of  our  native  vegetables. 
h  might,  perhaps,  be  said  with  Ituih,  thAt  ibe  United  Slates  does  not  yield 
a  plaal  of  more  powerful  aod  unequivocal  operation  on  the  humaa  system  ; 
aw  aiDCe  poisons  are,  generally,  under  judicious  use,  good  medjcines,  the 
Indiaa  tobacco  seems  to  bare  an  undoubted  claim  to  a  place  in  the  materia 
Medico;  it  is  possessed  of  an  emetic,  sudorific  and  powerful  eipectcranl 
efleet.  Not  only  horses  and  cattle  have  been  supposed  to  be  killed  by  eat- 
iag  it,  but  a  remarkable  insiance  of  its  deleterious  effects  on  ibe  human  syt' 
tCB  is  related  in  tbe  repoit  of  a  trial  for  murder,  of  a  notorious  eropiiic,  Ja 
Massachusetts,  who  caused  lobelia  to  be  used  to  a  pernicious  eitenl  as  a 
oottrum.  This  daring  and  ignorant  man  (Samuel  Thomson,  by  name.)  is 
said  to  have  usoally  prescribed  it,  and  frequently  with  impunity,  in  the  dosf 
of  a  common  teaspoonful  of  tbe  powdered  seeds  or  leaves,  and  often  re- 
If  the  medicine  does  not  puke  or  evacuate  powerfully,  it  frequently 
_eslroys  the  patient,  and  sometimes  fn  five  or  six  bouis." 

How  Ibis  author,  who  calls  lobelia  a  poison,  and  the  founder  of  this  sys- 
tem of  medic: 


aeate 
desin 


B.  8.  who  has  so  high  a  regard  for  his  father  as  to  think  his  equal  is  not  to 
be  found  amongst  10,000,000  of  men,  seems  inconsistent  with  a  knowledge 
of  tbe  author.  The  commiiiee  have  come  to  tbe  conclusion  that  Barton's 
Uedical  Botany  might,  perhaps,  have  been  read,  as  bills  are  in  this  hous^, 
by  ila  title  only. 

The  committee,  with  the  view  of  tbowiug  ibat  Ibe  sciences  of  anatomy, 
physiology,  and  chemistry,  were  useful  lo  be  studied  by  the  practitioner  of 
nedieioe,  take  leave  lo  express  an  opinion,  that  disease  consists  in  a  change, 
cither  of  siruciure  or  funriioti,  in  the  human  system,  and  that  the  object  41 
the  physician  is  to  bring  the  system  back  to  its  original  healthy  condition. 
Now  anatomy  leaches  that  tbe  body  consists  of  a  great  variety  of  ttstnea, 
aod  ibat  tbe  progress  of  disease  in  each  is  different.  This  is  proved  by  aik 
examination  aod  comparison  of  symptoms,  and  it  is  the  union  of  a  certain 
anmber  of  symptoms  which  eonsiiiuies  ■  particular  disease. 

li  has  been  ascertained  by  long  practice  and  experience,  ibsl  certain  me- 
dicines or  remedies  have  removed  such  disease.  If  such  medicines  occv 
tionally  prove  ineffectual,  an  examination  of  the  dead  body  will  show  that 
SDch  duease  had  advanced.too  far  befoie  the  application  of  the  remedy  lo 
be  arrested  by  it. 

A  moment's  reflection  will  satisfy  all  that  the  progress  of  medical  know- 
ledge,  the  science  of  treating  disease  wiih  skill,  must,  of  neceaaity,  be  stoiT, 
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■eem  lo  be  ibis,  ihal  there  ii  a  Tariet;  of  diaeaie,  ind  that  it  eaaoot  be  tiM- 
ceasfull^  trfBiei]  bv  •  liai^Ie  class  of  mediciue*.  A  necesiaty  iarerence 
fiom  this  ii,  that  tne  pkysician  need*  all  the  light  which  can  be  derived 
from  the  studr  of  the  hgman  system,  whep  ia  a  state  of  health.  Taking 
Ibu  Tien  of  the  sabjeet,  the  committee  come  lo  Ibe  coDclusioo  that  an  inti- 
mate knowledge  of  anaioiny  and  physiology  is  absolutely  necessary  to  the 
physician. 

Chemistry  teaches  the  natare  and  properties  of  all  material  bodtca;  of 
course  of  the  aalure  of  all  medicines.  Can  it  be  doobted  then  that  this  sci- 
ence which  leaches  the  natare,  and  the  power  of  medicine  ia  ateftit  and  d»- 
cessary  to  a  phTsiciaa.  As  well  might  the  mechanic  doabt  the  utiliiy_  of 
understanding  the  power  and  use  of  tie  tools  of  his  trade,  as  the  physician 
doubt  the  necessity  of  knowing  the  component  parts,  the  natare  and  strength 
of  the  medicines  he  uses. 

Had  ibis  clsss  of  physicians  been  chemists,  they  wonid  not  hare  levelled 
Iheir  aweepiog  denanciation  on  all  metals  and  minerals,  and  compounds 
thereof,  for  that  science  would  hare  taught  them  that  every  medicine  which 
is  prescribed  by  them  contains  both  these  substances. 

One  of  the  jreaieiit  discoreries  which  crowned  the  labour  and  research 
xnd  learning  ofihe  medical  world,  is  the  discovery  of  the  theory  of  the  eir- 
Cnlatton  of  the  blood,  by  Harvey.  This  great  man,  aAcr  going  tbrongh  the 
ineparatory  studies  at  the  grammar  school,  studied  nr«  years  in  the  tJnirer> 
■ity  of  Cambridge.  Asa  Irareller  he  performed  the  lour  of  Europe,  and 
deairon*  of  accomplishing  himself  as  a  physician,  he  pursued  his  sindiea 
some  years  in  (ha  medical  school  of  Padua,  then  one  of  the  most  celebrated 
in  Europe,  and  there  he  took  his  dnrree  as  Doeioi  of  Medicine,  in  I60S.  He 
tftetwards  became  a  fellow  of  the  College  of  Physicians  in  London,  and  * 

trofessor  of  anatomy  and  snrgery  in  that  college,  and  in  1616  first  disclosed 
ia  great  discovery  of  the  theory  of  the  circuTation  of  ibe  blood.  Harvey 
was  at  that  lime  38  years  of  age,  and  hb  whole  life  had  been  derated  to 
the  cause  of  science,  and  the  greater  part  of  it  to  that  particular  science  ia 
which  hi»  great  discovery  was  made. 

Jenner,  that  great  benefactor  of  mankind,  who  disarmed  a  disease  more 
deadly  than  the  plague  of  all  its  (errors,  was  the  son  of  an  English  cletfy- 
man,  receired  a  moat  excellent  classicat  education,  and  studied  medicine 
t^e  usnal  length  of  time  with  a  country  practitioner;  not  content  with  the 
education  thus  obtained,  better  orobably  than  thai  usually  allowed^  he  went 
to  London  to  attend  the  hospitals  there,  and  became  a  private  irapil  for  two 
'jrears  of  the  celebrated  John  Hunter,  a  name  dear  to  every  medical  student 
He  cnltirated  aatoral  hialory  with  great  ardour  and  success,  and  waa,  in  the 
Opinion  of  Hunter,  the  first  scholar  in  Europe  in  the  science  of  human  and 
compantire  anatomy. 

The  tendency  of  ibis  last  science  was  the  diseorery,  which  immortalized 
hi*  name,  and  which  has  saved,  and  which  will  continue  lo  save,  to  youth 
its  beauty,  and  has  prolonged,  and  will  cootinae  to  prolong  the  lires  of  mil- 
lioni.  This  great  aiscorery  engaged  the  attention  of  Jenner  for  more  than 
twenty  yean;  and  an  acquaintance  with  bis  experiments  would  canriaee 
all  that  the  occasional  failure  of  vaccination  was  owing  lo  a  neglect  of  ibe 
rule*  which  he  prescribed. 

The  namea  and  short  biographical  sketches  of  these  great  men  are  iniro- 
dnced  merely  to  authorize  the  inqainr,  whether  iheae  discoveries  ever  woald 
hare  been  made,  by  and  with  the  aid  of  such  an  education  as  the  Thom- 
■onian  phyaicians  think  ia  all  snfflcienL  Science  is  always  progressive,  and 
it  requires  very  little  of  the  virtue  of  humility  to  say  and  believe  that  it  is 
yet  in  its  infancy.  Bii  Isaac  Newton,  the  great,  the  intsUectuat,  the  almost 
pure  lalelligrnce,  the  eonnectiBf  lint  between  men  and  anfih,  if  anch  « 
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ikoigbi  may  be  indnlged,  Mid,  wbeii  (pnkina  ot  kia  SJ^l  learning,  kla 
wonaerful  discoveiirs,  that  he  eoDsideied  himaelf  but  a  cnild,  amuiiog  him- 
kK  bf  picking  up  sheila  on  tbe  abore  of  the  xreat  ocean  or  eeienoe. 

Thia  ii  a  world  of  hnmbaga ;  and  wiib  all  oar  keen-aighiedneK,  adroit- 
neai,  skill  and  ingenniljr  in  all  we  undertake,  we  are,  perhaps,  the  moit 
easiljr  humbuged  of  anf  nation  in  -tbe  world,  and  in  nothing  is  this  alacrilv 
to  be  deceived  more  rallv  manifceted  than  in  the  eternal,  never  ending,  siiH 
banning,  doctoring  still  and  Mill  deatrofing  patent  medicines:  perhapa 
onc'foartB  of  tbe  adrertiaiag  patronage  of  a  conntrf  newspaper  coiuial*  iB 
poffiag  patent  medicines,  and  this  great  tariff  is  levied  on  creduliljr  aAicied 
with  disease.  If  (here  were  troth  in  the  adTeriiEemeots  of  a  sinele  paper, 
aiieated  to  br  (he  learned,  tbe  wise  and  the  pious,  there  is  not  a  diieaie  I* 
which  poor  hamanity  i*  heir,  bat  what  is  sosceptible  of  apeedy  relief  mat 
altimate  cure.  It  is  the  dutv  of  a  wise  government  to  studr  the  character 
and  propenaitiea  of  the  people  for  whom  it  make*  laws;  and  if  it  is  fore«4 
BO  to  shape  the  law  as  to  correct  lallacjr  and  rice.  Whether  the  legislature 
of  this  Slate,  when  it  gave  to  a  Qcrman  qnack  81,000  to  disclose  a  pretended 
^pacific  for  the  bit*  of  a  mad  dog,  was  giiided  br  (bai  wiadom  which  cheeka 
imprndeoce,  restrains  eredalitv  in  its  race  of  folly ;  or  whether  it  gave  codb* 
teaance  to  our  innate  guUibilitf  aad  lore  of  the  marTelloos,  the  coromitlae 
do  sM  pretend  to  deeide.  Oae  of  the  prominent  weaknesaea  of  man  is  the 
lore  of  the  marvellons.  When,  superadded  to  thie.  the  fear  of  death  ope- 
i«tea  upon  a  mind,  enfeebled  by  diacaae,  and  apoB  IM  mindi  of  friends  fall 
of  apprehension  and  anxiety,  we  are  apt  (o  repose  conBdence  in  worthleat 
objects  ;  and  to  use  the  moat  ridiealona  and  hazardons  means  which  igno- 
rance nuy  prescribe  or  impodence  administer.  The  Lefden  phial,  the  touch 
of  the  king  or  the  seventh  daughter  for  acrefala,  th«  patent  tractors,  ihd  p^hi- 
loaopher's  stone  and  animal  magneiisai,  bare  eaeh  in  their  (am  oeeopiei 
the  attention  and  preyed  opon  the  powers  and  credulity  of  mankind  -,  mmi 
one  folly  seeme  (o  give  way  only  to  make  room  for  another ;  and  (he  coaa- 
mtUee  are  of  opiaton  (bat  no  lenslation  sbonld  be  iodnlged,  which  is  calcu- 
lated to  encourage  the  love  of  the  marTalloua,  (o  eneoarage  eredaliiy,  or  to 
coantenanee  those  who  praetiae  upon  these  infirmities  in  oar  nature. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  very  rouodaiioD  of  all  this  theory 
which  is  aoughc  to  be  upheld  hy  law,  is  founded  in  ignorance  and  error; 
and  that  it  would  only  set  at  aoeght  most  of  those  lights  which  are  neces- 
aary  to  gaide  the  physician  ia  the  intricate  path  which  he  is  obliged  to 
trarel. 

That  to  say  that  a  man  ignorant  of  anatomy,  of  physiology,  of  pathology, 
of  chemistry,  of  materia  medica,  may  be  safely  trusted  to  administer  to  tha 
homan  system,  which  is  so  fearfoUy  and  wonderfully  made,  would  be  aay- 
iag  more  than  to  say,  that  he  who  never  saw  the  inside  of  a  watch,  was  fit 
to  repair  the  most  valuable  timepiece. 

That  to  give  legislative  eounienaMe  ia  «acb  ease  wonld  be  to  etteoorage 
futlibility  and  cradulity  ;  to  advocate  tbe  eaoae  of  quackery  in  the  caae  of 
medical  science;  (o  set  at  noaghl  all  tboae  rules  of  plain  common  sense, 
which  in  other  matters  usually  govern  mankind. 


Abt.  IL— case  of  fungus  HfMATODES. 


Btf,  iL,  If »'  7U.  lue. 

Dear  Sir,— Beiag  a  aubseriber,  and  a  conatant  reader  of  your  valuable 
periodical,  I  take  the  liberty  of  scndins  yoa  the  following  case :  should  yoa 
aeetu  it  worthy  of  a  place  in  the  Inteltigcncer,  you  will  confer  a  favonr,  by 
inserting,  with  it,  your  c^inioa,  whether  it  was  or  was  Bot  fungns  hteii»- 
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todes,  and  if  not,  what  it  waal  Aa  I  ean  find  ttoihing  of  ■  preciteljr  tiaiUr 
iMtare  described  id  an^  of  the  book*. 
Yours  FCtpectfallf, 

DiriD  Hdtcdibom. 
RfAUy  Dtmgliton,  M.  D. 

W.  H.  KMt.  48,  of  the  icrofulouB  dialheaia,  consDhed  me  aboot  rwo  ^fars 
ajgo,  respeciin^  a  tumoDr  silualed  on  Ibe  lrf(  lide  of  the  ihorai  at  Ihe  jddc- 
MOO  of  the  ibitd  and  fourth  rihe  iritb  ibeit  cartilafes.  He  stated  ibat  b« 
ftftd  always  enjored  a  reasonable  abate  of  good  bcalih,  rdU  that  be  firii  dis- 
covered the  comineiieemeBi  of  the  tuinour  Dearlr  six  yeais  previously,  and 
Mcordiogto  his  owo  desciiplioD,  a  portion  of  the  skin,  aboat  the  size  ofa 
twelve  aod  a  half  cent  piece,  became  ofa  parpla  florid  colour,  witfaoot either 
pain  or  gorenesi,  and  coDtinncd  in  this  state  two  years,  when  he  perceived 
Ae  part  cDlarging  gradually,  so  that  in  the  space  of  two  years  more,  it  at- 
tained tbe  size  of  a  hickory  out.  It  was  hard  to  the  tooch,  without  pain  or 
•areoess,  the  skin  covering  it  was  of  a  purple  coloor.  He  solicited  me  to 
remove  it  wiih  the  scalpel,  which  1  accordingly  did,  and  hesled  the  wound 
by  ibe  first  inteation.  The  lumoDr  when  lemoved  appeared  to  be  very  vas- 
cular, and  when  pressed  between  tbe  fingers,  there  exuded  a  fatty  substance. 
His  health  remained  good,  but  in  a  few  mootha  the  tumour  was  reproduced, 
precisely  in  the  same  place  and  of  ibe  same  appearance.  He  now  submiltetl 
to  the  advice  ofa  feraale  empiric,  and  had  it  removed  by  caustics.  In  a  few 
months  it  was  again  raproaoeed  in  the  same  place,  and  eoniinned  to  CD' 
ttige,  until  Jaouary,  1840.  His  general  health  having  become  very  ronch 
im|taired,  he  called  roe  la  visit  biin  January  4tb.  He  had  a  sallow  cada- 
veric 'appearance ;  palse  rather  qmeh,  but  eomfffessible,  tongue  moist,  bnt  a 
yellowish  coat  on  the  dorsum,  pain  and  stiffness  in  the  loins.  The  tumour 
Was  somewhat  larger  than  a  hickory  nut,  the  skin  over  it  was  of  e  dark 
purple  colour,  bard  to  the  touch,  no  soreness,  and  little  fibrous  bmnehes 
could  be  felt  diverging  from  it  noder  the  adjacent  skin,  and  below  tbe  ax- 
illa of  tbe  left  side,  in  a  apace  the  size  of  a  mac's  hand;  there  were  thirteea 
lumours  (of  the  sanw  appeai^cce)  varyioa;  from  the  size  of  a  garden  bean, 
ta  that  of  a  hickory  nuL  In  the  axilla  of  the  same  side,  there  wai  a  tumour 
the  size  of  a  hen's  egg,  and  there  bulged  out  from  the  surface  of  it  a  soft 
spongy  a ubstaoce  about  thesizeof  a  OMtblej  immediately  under  ihis'iumour, 
oae  of  the  axillary  glands  was  enlarged  to  the  siie  of  a  walnut,  which  pro- 
duced pressure  on  the  axillary  vessels,  and  caused  tumefaction  of  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  affected  side,  and  the  whole  left  side  of  the  ibonix  was  in 
patches  of  a  florid,  purple  colour,  and  andet  the  discoloured  spots  tumoora 
could  be  felt  varying  from  tbe  size  of  small  shot  to  that  of  garden  peas,  also 
some  small  tumours  bad  appeared  on  tbe  shoulder  and  arm  of  the  affected 
side,  and  the  whole  of  tbe  side  was  somewhat  {Edematous. 

I  presciibed  hydtarg.  mass.  6  gts.  every  other  evening,  to  correct  the 
hepatic  secretion.  Frictions  with  the  vol.  linim.  to  tbe  loins,  as  there  waa 
no  tenderness  overany  of  the  spinens  processes,  and  the  tumours  lobe  brnah- 
ed  over  with  tinci.  iodini  of  the  usual  strength  night  and  morning,  and  gave 
him  twenty  drops  of  lincl.  iodini  twice  a  day. 

I  visited  hina  once  a  week  to  watch  the  effects  of  the  iodine  on  the  lo- 
mours  ;  they  appeared  lo  subside  very  considerably  for  a  lime,  but  his  health 
was  declining  so  rapidly,  thai  interference  with  the  local  disease  appeared 
unnecessary;  emaciation  proceeded  rapidly,  respiration  was  performed  en- 
tirely by  the  right  lobes  of  the  lung*,  and  his  appetite  had  almost  gone,  so 
that  tonics  and  stimulants  appeared  to  be  all  that  was  necessary  to  sustain 
the  animal  powers  as  lon^  as  possible.  He  continued  to  sink  graduallv, 
and  died  oit  the  28ih  Febtoary,  being  comatose  36  hours  before  death. 
There  exuded  from  the  tutnoar  in  the  axilla  a  laoions  fluid  of  an  offensive 
fetor  a  few  days  before  his  death. 
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The  bowsti  wwe  euily  ugaUui  duriDg  lb*  whole  of  hii  eoDfinement, 
»mi  the  TiriiKM  tecretioDs  were  bui  •lightly  deraoged. 

Poti  Kwilem  eiamiDaiioD  not  perniitied. 

If  I  hare  gireo  a  (ufficjeotlf  accuraie  hisioir  of 'the  case  for  you  (□  fona 
SB  opinioii  afihe  diseue,  [  aboald  lite  to  see  it  io  your  next  Dumber. 

YoDia,  dc.  Datid  Uotcbhon,  M.  D. 

Ta  Dr.  DrniglUon. 


Aef.  1H.-CASES  ILLUSTRATING  THE  EFFICACY  OF  DIVID- 
ING THE  INTERNAL  RECTUS  MUSCLE,  FOR  THE  CURE 
OF  SaUINTING. 

BV  F.  BEttHETT  LUCAS,  ESQ.' 

Cue  I.— April  7,  1S40.— Catherine  Culberi,  aged  60,  baa  bad  sirabisoius 
(rom  (he  time  sbe  was  three  years  old.  The  rigbi  ere  is  turned  deeply 
towards  tbeioDer  caothus,  so  ibat  the  ouief  aegmeot  of  the  cirrumfeieDce  of 
Ike  cornea  looks  forward.    There  ate  two  specks  of  loag  eiaading  od  ihe 

Wbea  the  left  eye  is  covered  the  turned-io  one  sligbtly  alters  its  direcliou, 
and  by  ao  effort  the  paiieot  can  diieci  ii  outwards  in  a  sufficient  degree  to 
bring  into  view  the  eaiire  of  the  cornea,  and  a  very  small  portion  of  the  coo- 
jaoetira,  betweeu  it  and  (he  inner  caoihus.  Sbe  caanot,  however,  retain 
the  eye  looger  in  this  position  than  a  few  aecoads. 

Notwiihstaadin^  the  very  unfarourable  condition  of  the  eye  of  this  pa- 
tient for  an  operation,  the  difficulties  which  offered  themselves  in  reaching 
tbe  muscle  at  fault  for  the  purpose  of  its  division,  and  after  iis  division  ibe 
qoeslioo  which  nalmally  presenled  itself,  whether  an  eye  for  fifly'Seren 
years  thus  deformed  would  resume  the  normal  coodilion  il  had  enjoyed  hot 
for  three  years,  I  proceeded  to  the  operation,  assisted  by  Dr.  Hingesion  and 
Hr.  Wardrop,  jun.  A  bandage  was  placed  over  the  sound  eye,  so  as  to  ex- 
elude  the  light.  The  upper  eyelid  was  secured  with  a  speculum,  and  tbe 
lower  was  depressed  with  tbe  fingers.  By  these  means  the  globe  of  Ibe  eye 
was  also  sufficiently  Gied.  Desiring  tbe  patient  to  direct  her  eye  as  much 
outwards  as  possible,  I  grasped  (he  small  fiortionof  conjuQclita  at  the  inner 
eanibus,  which  was  brought  into  view,  with  the  square  forceps,  and  divided 
this  membrane  from  below  upwards  by  means  of  a  small  knife,  (o  the  ex- 
leoi  of  about  five  lines.  A  partial  cheraosis  almost  immediately  took  place, 
from  the  effusion  of  blood  and  tears  beneath  the  lips  of  the  incision,  whicb 
gave  them  a  swollen  appearance,  and  which  more  or  less  interfered  with 
the  future  steps  of  the  operation.  I  oeit  inserted  a  double  hook  into  the 
sclerotic  coat,  and  found  so  much  difficulty  in  everting  the  slohe  of  the  eve 
in  a  sufficient  degree  to  expose  the  insertion  of  the  intemal  rectus  muscle, 
thai,  at  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  Hingesion,  I  bent  a  small  common  probe 
{about  four  lines  of  ibe  iosirument)  at  an  acute  angle,  and  introducing  it 
mto  ihe  iocision  of  the  conjunctiva,  I  readily  passed  it  underneath  the  mus- 
cle, and  fitting  it  close  between  its  inseriioo  and  (he  scteroiic  coat,  it  was 
drawn  with  much  ease  towards  the  incision  of  the  conjunctiva,  and  divided 
with  a  beni  scissors.  This  manceuvre  wiib  the  bent  probe  answered  the 
purpose  of  bringing  the  muscle  and  globe  of  (be  eye  so  completely  under 
my  command  that  I  determined,  id  (he  next  case  whicb  presented  itself,  to 
adopt  a  similar  proceeding. 

The  result  of  this  case  was  unsatisfactory ;  it  is  now  the  33rd  of  April, 
■nd  no  decided  improvement  has  been  efiecied  io  the  strabismus.  Il  is  a 
case,  however,  which  is  highly  instruciiie,  and  fraught  wiih  Ihe  most  satia- 

■  LondoD  Uwel,  Hay  3,  ISiO,  p.  188. 
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factory  inferencei  io  regard  lo  the  ufeir  nf  lh«  operation,  and  the  new  me- 
thod of  perfoiniiog  it.  The  woniaa  was  seed  60,  and  bad  the  deformity 
Mf-tereD  years;  uoder  the  mott  faToarable  circa mttancea  ahe  eosld  bat 
tDTo  the  eye  slightly  outwardi,  and  it  was  therefore  hardly  to  be  expected 
that  the  operation  woold  hare  been  attended  with  the  sami  happy  eSKtm 
which  have  followed  the  other  caiea  in  which  I  hare  operated. 

Thia  ease  prorea  the  safely  with  which  ihe  operation  can  be  performed 
under  circuraslaoces  the  most  nafaroarable  ;  the  globe  of  the  eye  was  not 
only  tamed  deeply  inwards,  but  from  the  emaciation  of  the  orbiul  contents, 
in  common  with  the  other  parts  of  the  body,  it  was  also  rery  maeh  suokeD, 
which  rendered  the  operation  difficult,  notwithstanding  1  readily  reached 
the  muscle  with  the  bent  probe.  It  will  be  interesting  to  follow  this  cas«, 
with  the  view  of  ascertaining  if  the  muscles,  which  have  now  been  fifty- 
seren  years  accustomed  to  particular  actions,  may  not  eTeniually  bring  the 
eye  to  its  proper  position.  Ihe  inner  reciaa  muscle  haviag  been  dirided. 

To  this  date  (April  23)  the  patient  has  not  complained  of  a  single  bad 
symptom,  Ihe  healing  process  having  gone  on  most  satisfactorily. 

Ca&b  II.— April  21,  1840.— Mr.  Crossland,  aged  21,  was  bom  with  bia 
eyes  straight.  At  Montreal,  when  Qre  years  of  age,  he  was  watching  the 
return  of  his  father  from  business  at  a  time  when  a  large  quantity  of  mow 
was  on  the  ground,  the  glare  of  light  from  which  he  obserred  to  be  Terr 
ode  a  si  ve,  and  was  instantly  seized  with  sirabisinus  convergens  of  the  left 
c^.  He  was  quite  unconscious  of  any  deformity  having  occurred,  until  his 
fnends  remarked  it  to  him.  He  was  subjected  to  rarious  kinds  of  medical 
trealmeot,  and  wore  goggles.  The  summer  following  his  eye  got  straight ; 
but  when  the  winter  relumed,  it  again  became  iuTeried,  and  has  remained 
ao  to  this  date. 

PreierU  appearance. — The  eye  is  turned  deeply  into  the  inner  canlhns. 
When  the  right  eye  is  covered  the  patient  can  turn  the  affected  eye  half 
way  outwards  ;  but  when  both  eyes  are  exposed,  it  insianiaueously  resames 
its  abnormal  condiiion. 

Mr.  C.  has  been  subject  to  headachs,  reads  a  great  deal,  and  for  the  lait 
two  years  has  been  Hying  on  vegetable  diet,  for  the  cure  of  a  cnlaneons  af- 
fection. 

In  the  presence,  and  with  the  assistance,  of  Dr.  Carroll,  Mr.  ToMiood 
Downing,  Mr.  Wardiop,  jun.,  and  Mr.  H.  Downing,  1  performed  ihe  follow- 
ing operation  :~A  bandage  was  applied  to  Ihe  sound  eye,  to  exclude  the 
light,  and  the  patient  was  sealed  on  a  low-backed  chair  beKtre  the  window, 
and  his  head  reclining  against  Mr.  Doenng's  chest,  who  also  supported  th« 
upper  eyelid,  by  means  of  the  wire  speculum.  Mr.  Wardrop,  jun.,  depressed 
■be  lower  lid.  The  paiieai,  who  possessed  great  moral  atren^th,  everted 
the  lurned-in  eye  to  his  utmost,  and  with  the  greatest  facility  1  introduced  s 
ainall,  fine-pointed  hook  into  the  inner  conjunctiva,  about  three  lines  dis- 
tance from  the  cornea,  and  with  a  very  fine,  straight  knife  I  dirided  this 
membrane  from  below  upwards,  to  the  exieni  of  half  an  inch,  leaving  the 
hook  still  attached  to  the  inner  segmcDi  of  the  incision.  I  next  feparaird 
the  divided  inner  portion  of  the  conjunctiva  from  the  subjacent  sclerotic 
coat  by  means  of  a  blunt  probe,  and  having  introduced  between  the  lipa  of 
the  incision  the  bent  probe,  I  parted  it  underneath  the  tendon  of  the  internal 
rectus  muscle.  The  hook  was  now  witbdiawn,  and  the  operation  waa  sua- 
pended  for  a  moment.  I  next  raised  the  tendon  by  means  of  the  bent  probe 
towards  the  incision  of  the  conjunctira,  so  as  completely  to  bring  il  iuto 
Tiew,  and  with  a  cuived  scissors  divided  it.  The  eye  immediately  resnmed 
its  natural  position.  The  hemorrhage  did  not  amount  lo  aa  much  as  two 
drops,  and  the  operation  was  completed  in  a  minute  and  a  half. 

Calomel,  S  grs ;  James's  powder,  3  gis.  A  saline  draught  in  ike  moroiog. 

22d.  The  inner  conjunctiva  is  slightly  eechymosed  ;  the  eye  is  perfectly 
straight.     Mr.  Crossland  had  a  good  night. 
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S4th.  BcchTiSMis  of  conjancliTa  ii  disappearjn;.  The  itite  of  ibe  p«- 
lienl  ii  mo*  I  Mti«&ciorir. 

26Hi.  The  ptiieot  is  in  erery  reapect  going  od  welt ;  he  (oOcts  no  paia 
ID  the  e^e;  ibe  inner  coDJoDclira  is  siill  reddened,  and  a  Ujrer  of  tjrmpb 
exiais  in  the  «tte  of  the  inciiion  ;  ibe  redness  etidenilr  eaiils  for  ibe  psr- 
poM  of  reparmiiou,  wbieb  ii  going  on  bcMiirullTi  as  tbe  patient  was  not 
aware  of  lU  exiaience  until  he  aaw  it  bv  means  of  a  glasa.  He  goes  to 
business  tr 


Cam  111.— April  27th^-Willi»iii  Jamoa  Bgan,  aged  10,  was  bom  with 
bu  eye*  perfectl*  atmigbt.  When  he  was  two  yeara  or  age  he  auflVted  from 
convnlaiona,  antl  after  a  more  aerere  one  than  lunal  the  strabiamos  took 
place. 

PreaetU  Mtatc— Kit  left  tjt  is  torned  deeply  inwards,  with  a  slight  de- 
gree of  obliquity  npwardi ;  iii  sight  is  not  to  powerful  as  that  of  the  right ; 
■here  is  a  alight  degree  of  opacity  of  tbe  innct  circumference  of  ibe  cornea, 
and  the  organ  it  mote  sunken  chan  its  fellow.  With  mnch  exertion  the  pa- 
IWDt  can  erert  tbe  ere  to  the  extent  of  about  four  line*. 

With  tbe  assistance  of  Mr.  Downing,  Mr.  Bailey,  Mr.  Earles,  and  Mr, 
Snow,  I  performed  this  opcniiion  as  follows:— The  eyelids  were  held  apart 
simply  by  means  of  ihe  fingers ;  1  seized  the  inner  conjunctirt  witb  a  small 
sharp  hook,  and  divided  this  membrane  from  below  upwards,  with  a  fine 
narrow-bladed  knife.  At  the  instant  of  doing  ibi*  the  eye  forcibly  lurnsd 
more  inwards,  which  retarded  the  operation  a  few  moraentsi  keeping  the 
hook  still  &ted  in  ihe  inner  s^meni  of  tbe  dirided  conjuoctira,  I  allowed 
tbe  tids  to  ctver  tbe  globe,  and  a  few  drops  of  blood  were  wiped  away  by 
meant  of  a  sponge  sod  cold  water.  Expotios  the  eye  sgain  by  simply  ele- 
vating Ihe  apper,  and  depressing  the  inner  lids  with  the  fingers  o(  iwo  a»- 
sistanls,  1  readily  exposed  the  incisioD  of  the  coojunctiTa,  and  having  sepa- 
rated tbe  connecting  reticular  tissue  by  a  blunt  piobe,  at  in  the  other  cases; 
I  introduced  the  blunt  hook,  and  with  much  &eitity  passed  it  from  below 
upwards,  beneath  tbe  inner  rectus  mntcle,  and  drawing  ii  foiwarda,  1  divided 
It*  lendon  with  a  carved  scissor*. 

The  tendon  of  Ihe  muscle  was  unnsnatly  thick  and  altong,  far  differeoi 
from  the  appearance  which  it  presented  in  tbe  other  eases;  it  grated  be- 
neath ibe  blades  of  the  scissors  upon  diriding  it,  which,  being  accomplished, 
Ihe  eye  became  inBtantaoeously  straifibl. 

The  whole  operation  only  occupied  two  minutes. 

Id  Ibis  case  ihe  speculum  was  dispensed  with,  and  the  only  instiumcnts 
used  were  ■  hook,  a  knife,  a  probe,  and  a  seissort. 

After  the  operation  a  cold  bread  and  water  poultice  was  applied  to  the 

e,  a  powder,  consitliog  of  Janies's  powder  and  calomel,  was  given,  and 

e  boy  was  put  tu  bed. 

This  little  puient  evinced  great  strength.  I  ei|)Uined  to  him  beforehand 
the  object  of  the  operation,  and  saw  he  could  assist  us  by  everting  his  eye 
as  much  as  possible,  sad  which  he  did  at  ibe  time  it  was  most  needed. 

Remarks. — Were  tbe  operaiion  of  dividing  ibe  muscles  of  Ihe  human  eye 
for  the  cute  of  strabismus,  aitended  wiih  danger  to  ihe  organ  of  vision,  with 
eonse^sences  of  even  a  much  less  serious  nature,  Ihe  propriety  of  its  per- 
formance might  justly  be  regarded  as  qucslionable.  But  when  it  is  con- 
sidered that  DO  bad  consequences  have  followed  Ibis  interesting  operaiion-^ 
ibai  the  patient  soflert  but  little  during  its  perfoimance — and  that,  in  ibe 
ease*  to  which  it  is  applicable,  the  most  gratifying  success  ha*  attended  it ; 
its  extensive  application  to  tbe  removal  of  strabismus  cannot  be  too  forcibly 
insisted  upon. 

As  wilt  be  observed,  on  tbe  perusal  of  the  foregoing  cases,  and  of  those 
which  have  appeared  in  the  Lancet  of  April  18th,  tbe  operaiion  for  the  Cure 
of  strabismus  which  1  have  now  successfully  employed  in  five  caset,  differs 
in  ntBuy,  and  1  would  say  esteniial,  particulars  from  that  adopted  by  Pro- 
fessor DiefTeubacb— indeed,  when  1  firat  attentively  considered  the  detail  9f 
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Iha  three  caaei  u  reported  in  the  "  Britith  aod  Foreign  McdicHl  ReTiew," 
I  was  siruck  with  the  Dumber  of  hooki  which  were  emploved,  and  the  de- 
ce»ii]r  arising  therefrom,  Tor  many  auistanti,  who,  in  all  uperattont,  but 
eapeciailjr  in  operatioas  upon  the  eye,  too  often  iaierfere  wiin  each  other, 
and  with  the  operator 

In  Profeiisor  Dieffenbach'i  operation,  no  letm  than  four  hook*  are  employ- 
ed, and  one  of  ibeae  a  double  one;  two  for  the  purpose  of  keepias  the  eve- 
lid*  apart,  a  thiid  is  passed  into  the  coojuoctira,  aod  the  fouito,  toe  doubla 
one,  is  fixed  into  the  sclerotica.  la  none  of  the  cases,  with  ibe  eieeplioo  of 
Catherine  Cuihbert's,  did  I  use  more  than  one  hook ;  and  in  the  case  of  the 
child,  Marv  Anne  Daly,  1  used  none,  hafing  dirided  the  conjonctiTB  with 
a  knife  Buu  forceps.  This  latter  inslrumeol  I  hare  since  fouiid  is  not,  for 
manjr  reasons,  to  be  depended  upon  as  much  as  the  hook;  it  gires  more  un- 
easiness to  the  paiieut,  and  is  apt  to  lose  its  hold  of  the  conjonciiTa,  which 
the  hook  nerer  does  until  it  is  intentionally  remored. 

Id  deciding  opon  (be  best  method  of  performing  this  operaiioD.  man^  cir- 
CumslBDces  must  be  taken  iota  accoQot  in  regard  to  tlie  age  of  Ine  patient  ; 
his  moral  couiage;  any  cause  which  may  disturb  the  reratioD  of  the  orbil 
and  its  conlenis,  so  as  to  produce  a  too  prominent  eye  or  a  too  sunken  one, 
«s  well  as  the  degree  of  intensity  of  the  strabismus. 

la  children  it  requires  the  greatest  exertion  tocoatroi  their  struggles.  In 
the  child  Daly  it  was  as  mucli  as  two  persons  could  do  to  steady  lier  trunk 
and  legs,  the  moremeats  of  which  retarded  the  operation  materially.  On 
the  contrary,  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Crossland,  the  great  GrmneBS  he  displayed, 
and  tbe  assiEiaoce  he  afforded  me  hy  evertiug  his  eye  to  the  utmost,  at  the 
time  I  was  passing  the  hook  beoealh  the  inner  rectus  muscle,  rendered  the 
operation  almost  bloodless,  and  enabled  me  to  complete  it  in  a  minute  aod  a 
half. 

I  bare  omitted  to  tnention  that  1  was  indebted  to  tbe  kindness  of  Mr.  F. 
Kiernan,  for  the  opportunity  of  operating  on  the  boy  Egan. 

I  hare  this  moment  seen  the  child,  Mary  Anne  Daly  ;  her  eyes  are  per- 
fectly straight,  and  a  slight  cicatrii  is  visible  ia  tbe  site  of  tbe  operation. 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL  NOTICES. 

Sleanu't  Phxtotophy  of  Mind.' 
Tbe  eoihor  is  evidently  an  aniiuus  inquirer  after  truth,  aod  spareth  no 
I>ains  in  the  investigation.  The  topic,  however,  is  ont  of  ioiricacy,  and  re- 
qnirea  a  further  examination  than  we  can  give  to  enable  our  readers  to 
comptebeod  it.  Tbe  whole  subject  indeed  of  metaphysics  is  presumed  to 
be  so  obscure,  that  the  word  "  meiapjiysical"  is  often  employed  synony- 
mously vvilh  "  incomprehensible  ;" — nor  do  we  think  the  reader  will  be  dis- 
posed to  have  a  much  clearer  light  after  having  perused  ibe  pamphlet  befut« 
us.    He  must  judge,  however,  for  himself. 

Tbe  fundanjeniBl  principle*  of  Dr.  Stearns's  Theory  are  professed  to  be 
the  following  :- 

m  consists  of  three  entities.  BoDV.  Soul  and  Mind. 

)  the 

1  o[  Idess,  dasignsting  llwir  dUtinotira 

, . r— J     n .  .wmlinni  of  the  whols  mind.     By  John 

Stesrni,  M.  IX,  of  iha  citv  of  New  York,  late  President  of  Ibe  Medical  Svciety  of  the 
Stale.    8vo.pp.a5.    New  York,  1640. 
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annntl  propeaaiiict,  and  which  w»  derive,  id  common  with  other  animaU, 
fiom  lb«  five  ■eoiea. 

HI.  The  iaiellectual,  and  moril,  and  religioua  ideas,  which  tome  philv 
■ophers  asciibe  to  reflectioc,  acd  to  inuste  priociples,  are  decired  eoiirelf 
and  eiclosirely  Trom  the  soal.  In  the  sout  is  held  the  high  court  or  chao- 
cerr,  deaominated  coQseieocc,  or  ibe  moral  sense. 

IV.  When  the  soal  operates  apoo  the  brain,  it  produces  what  may  be  de- 
nominated a  morai  mind,  endowed  with  iotelleeiual  and  religioos  facul- 
ties: and  until  excited  lo  action  bjr  this  operation,  the  faculties  of  the  brain 
remain  perfectly  dormant. 

V.  When  the  senses  operate  upon  the  brain,  they  prodnce  what  ma^  be 
denominated  lentual  mind,  wbich  man  possesses  in  common  with  the  infe- 
rior animals,  but  which  is  eiseniially  changed  and  improved  by  the  accet- 
sioD  oftht  soul  to  Iha  body."  p.  9. 

Mmier  on  the  Salt  Sulphur  Springi.' 
We  have  frequently  drawn  attention  lo  Dr.  Miltter's  successful  labours 
as  a  skilful  surgeon.  The  pamphlet  before  us  exhibits  him  in  a  new  sphere 
— the  salt  sulphur  springs  is  the  subject,  and  we  fear  that  the  very  fact  of 
having  chosen  auch  a  topic  has  led  him,  in  spite  of  himself,  to  too  favoura- 
ble a  bias  in  legard  to  their  virtues,  which  may  hardly  bear  the  test  of  ob- 
servation in  all  cases.  If  an  author  commences  with  a  disposition  to  eulo- 
gize— and  no  one  takes  up  such  a  subject  with  a  view  to  disparage — he  it 
apt  to  be  led  away  in  spite  of  himself  far  beyond  the  sober  limits  within 
which  he  ought  to  be  restricted.  We  have  already  given,  more  than  once, 
our  opinion  of  mineral  waters  in  general,  and  have  expressed  the  belief, 
thai  in  the  large  mass  of  cases  to  obtain  plenary  benefit,  they  must  be  drunk 
al  the  source.  Not  has  the  pamphlet  of  Dr.  Mutter  dispelled  this  belief. 
We  donbl  not,  that  the  water  in  question  is  energetic  in  its  action  on  the 
frame ;  bnl  in  (he  mnliilude  of  nervous  and  other  diseases  for  which  it  is 
advised  by  Dr.  Motter,  we  roust  look  lo  the  curative  agency  of  travelling  air 
tod'exercise,  change  of  society,  scenery,  social  habits,  rather  than  to  tha 
water  itself.  To  one,  however,  who  is  about  to  visit  the  springs  in  ques- 
tion, we  can  recommend  the  pamphlet  of  Dr.  Matter,  at  containing  maeh 
information  of  great  interest  to  him. 


MISCELLANEOUS  NOTICES. 

Dr.  Grot9. — LouirAUe  /rwtifu^e.— This  gentleman  has  been  recently  ap- 
pointed Profesaor  of  Surgety  in  the  Louisville  Medical  Institule,  on  the  re- 
signation of  Dr.  Plinl.  The  appointment  we  arc  tore  is  a  judicioiu  one. 
Dr.  Gross  has  distinguished  hiimelf  as  an  enthusiastic  promoter  of  his  pro- 
fession more  for  its  own  sake  than  as  a  mere  means  of  subsistence,  and  his 
recent  work  on  pathological  anatomy  has  exhibited  with,  what  success  ha 
haa  prosecuted  a  difficult  and  important  branch.  To  that  work  we  have 
already  referred  on  two  occasions ;  and  we  have  esteemed  this  a  more  ad- 

'  The  Bait  Sulphur  Spring*,  Monroe  cotintj,  Ti.  B7  Thomii  D.  Hotter,  M.  IX, 
Laclnrcr  on  Sorgerr,  OrrMpondins;  Member  of  the  New  York  Hedicsl  Sncietv,  Fel- 
low of  the  Tollaga  of  Phviiaiws  orFhiladslphii,  Mombar  of  the  Fathologisal  Socielf 
•r  rhUMklpUi,  &e.  JU.    8*a.|>p.3a.    Fbiladslpfaia,  1640. 
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riHbl<  plan  ihan  giv'ng  a  leadened  Doiice  of  it,  whicb  oeitlier  our  liiniu 
nor  the  oatare  ot  the  work  itaeir  would  permii.  It  »  indeed  impossible  in 
the  compass  of  a  eoaple  of  pages  to  give  aop  extract,  which  can  do  more 
than  eihibit  the  entire  iaade<|UBcy  of  the  ailempi  to  do  justice  to  ■  work  of 
two  large  8fO.  Tola mes.  Yet  although  our  limits  restricted  na  to  a  brief 
notice,  oor  opinion  of  the  work  was  stronglf  and  decidedly  czprestcd,  and 
t  farther  enainaiion  of  it  confirms  those  farourable  senlimenls. 

We  are  not  in  the  custom  of  apeakiag  in  the  langaage  of  hyperbole,  bat 
we  can  recommend  it  as  atrongljr  to  our  readers  as  anjr  work  whicb  has 
fallen  under  our  critical  notice  for  years. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Petmtyhania  H6»pital.—Tbt  following  is  the 
abstract  of  cases  treated  in  this  Taluable  charity  during  the  year  endiDg 
April  25,  1840. 


Hospital  during  tke  official  year  ending  ilk  month  25th,  1840.           j 
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Vtrmotd  Acadtmy  of  Medicine. — Th«  number  of  Etudanu  in  atltiidsDet 
ddriog  ihe  last  Mtsioo,  according  to  catalogue,  was  57. 

PlyaiUm  from  the  mtdidnal  t 
Ltonanft-on-Sea,  Aprit   28,  1840       _         _     .       __._,, 
HuDi,  reported  ar  p.  77,  vol.  2,  of  the  Medical  Oazelle,  I  have  occasionally 

5re£cribed  arsenic  in  cases  of  miBiiorrhagia,  and  wjih  tnanifeEt  adTaniage. 
'he  followiag  very  decided  cure  from  its  use  was  attended  with  symptoms 
which  I  hare  do  recollectioD  to  have  seen  recorded  as  resulting  fiom  (he 
medicinal  use  of  tbis  miaetal,  and  may,  therefore,  not  be  aniaieresiing  to 

Mrs.  L.,  Mt,  46,  stool  in  penoa,  and  of  a  florid  complexion,  says,  that 
"  for  several  months  she  has  not  been  free  from  the  mensiraal  evacuation, 
and  thai  now  she  is  almost  drained  by  it." 

»>.  Liq.  Arsenic,  giij.;  Sp.  Lav.  C.gi.  H.  Capl.gtL  vij.  terquotidieex  aqua. 

The  case  was  nearly  loat  sight  of  for  a  month,  during  which  she  bad  con- 
■  Load.  Med.  Gii.,  Mij  8, 1840,  p.  366. 
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timed  t»  lake  the  drops :  at  ihi  end  of  that  tint,  sbf  applM  to  me  od  k- 
eoBDl  of  wbal,  on  a  cursory  view,  led  me  (o  imagine  wa*  the  eflecl  of  mer- 
cnry — extreme  fetor  of  brealb^  soperficial  ulceratioD  of  the  gums  and  faacei 
generally,  with  increased  sBlirary  lecrelian.  She  tben  made  the  following 
itaiement :— After  the  drops  had  been  taken,  with  lillle  or  do  incoaTeoience, 
for  B  fortnight,  the  menorrhagia  gradnally  subsided  into  an  oflfensiTe  dii- 
charge  of  a  muco-punileot  characier,  which  baa  now  left  her  alliwetber ;  at 
.i_   .7.._  .1..    1__   _,•  ,jjj„  increased,  and  hei  mouiti  became 


■lightly  afiected.  Not  suapecling  that  the  soreness  could  be  referable  ti 
the  medicine,  she  continued  its  use  at  long  as  it  lasted.  Her  mouth  eos- 
tinoing  to  get  worse,  she  then  made  application  for  failher  adrice.  In  about 
a  week  or  ten  days  she  became  convalescent,  under  the  following  treat- 
ment. 

>  Magnes.  sulph-li.jacid.  Gulph.  D.  Si.;aquse,^TJ.  M.  partitia  vicibni. 
Bumend.  donee  respond  alvus. 

»  Sol.  todffi  chlor.  Ji.  aquB,  3ii. ;  M.  ft.  lotio  pro  ore  uepe  nlend. 

»  ArgeitL  Ditrat.  gv.  is*,  acid,  niirici,  gtt.  v.  aquB  distiH.  Jy.  M.  Cafit. 
eocb.  parvum,  ex  aqua  Uii  boris. 

VtneretU  Afectioiu  of  Note. — By  Alex.  J.  Bannay,  M.  D.,  Surgeon  to 
the  Lock  Hoajntal  and  ike  Royal  Infirmary.'— \  have  derived  much  benefit 
in  six  cases  of  obstinate  ulceration  of  the  nose,  and  neighbouring  parts,  from 
tte  daily  application  of  two,  three,  or  four  leeches  to  the  gum  on  the  upper 
jaw.  All  of  these  cases  bad  assumed  the  inveteracy,  obstinacy,  and  oiber 
characters,  of  Ihat  destructive  process  to  which  the  name  of  lupus  has  been 
giren.  I  had  derived  so  much  benefit  in  cases  of  veoereal  inQammalion  and 
Its  consequences  from  ibis  practice,  that  I  was  ioduced  to  try  it  in  ibe  cases 
mentioned  ;  and  though  ibey  bad  resisted  every  method  I  had  ever  heard  of 
for  months,  they  yielded  lo  the  prsctice  menliooed.  The  first  applicalioaa 
broaght  relief  from  paiu,  reduced  the  redness  and  Itvor  of  surroUDaiog  parts, 
a  gradual  amelioration  ensued,  and,  in  the  worst  case,  the  cure  was  accom- 
pliflhed  in  forty-eight  days,  140  leeches  having  been  applied. 

I  can,  therefore,  with  great  confidence,  recommend  the  above  practice  IQ 
cases  of  venereal  affections  either  of  the  soft  parts  or  of  the  bones  of  the 
noae,  and,  as  far  as  six  successful  cases  authorize  me,  I  would  advise  the 
■ame  in  cases  of  lupus. 

Of  course  none  of  (he  measures  calculated  to  improve  the  general  health, 
or  local  apnlications  likely  lo  do  good,  are  interfered  with,  and  these  should 
be  diligently  administered,  I  have  been  informed  of  one  case  of  failure  ot 
the  remedy  proposed  ;  but,  before  1  can  attach  weight  to  ii,  I  should  wish  to 
be  quite  sure  that  it  was  steadily  pursued  withaut  a  single  day's  interrup- 
tion. Sincerely  do  I  hope  others  may  derive  that  benefit  from  the  measure 
wbicb  baa  fallen  to  my  lot. 

Tramlalion  o/Bouillaud  on  the  Heart— "Vfe  learn  that  a  translation  of 
Booillaud's  valuable  work  on  the  heart  is  in  preparation  by  Dr.  Dubarry  of 
the  Navy. 

Universily  of  Maryland.— S'nljSje  students  attended  the  lectures  da- 
ring the  last  session.  The  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  was  conferred  on 
14.  We  learn  that  our  friend  Professor  N.  R.  Smith  is  engaged  to  deliver 
a  course  of  lectures  on  surgery  at  this  institution,  before  he  proceeds  to  fulfil 
bis  engagement  at  the  Transylvania  Medical  School.  The  session  of  the 
University  of  Maryland  will  therefore  open  in  September ;  and  during  Dr. 


•  LoDd.  riled.  Gas.,  Mi;  8, 1840,  p.  376. 
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Smith'*  abseDC*  iq  additioBil  covrae  of  tectnrei  on  ■o^ry  will  b«  deli- 
Tfred  hj  Dr.  W.  N.  Baker. 

Wathington  Untvertily  of  Baltimore.— The  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medi- 
cine wu  conferred  on  iwenlf  gentlemeB  at  ibe  lul  commencemcDt  of  ihu 
initilntion. 

M.  Iticord.' — M.  Ricord,  wboM  laboure  Id  the  ioTettigation  of  ibe  rene- 
reil  diieaie  are  lo  well  known  to  onr  reader*,  has  been  paisiog  a  few  daya 
in  London,  which  he  has  deroied  to  riailiof  the  hospital*  and  iMher  medicml 
inititntion*. 

3ir  C.  fell.'— Sir  Charlei  Bel!  ii  in  London,  on  hi*  w>r  «>  Rome.  It 
hu  been  laid  that  be  intenils  to  TBcaie  bi*  Profea*ori*I  chair  in  Edinburgh, 
the  UaiTfrsity  not  aObrdiDg  him  (he  position  and  adraniages  which  were 
anticipated  on  bi*  retreat  to  that  citf.  He  ba*,  buwereT^  long  been  aniioa* 
to  ri*it  Italf,  where  John  Bell,  after  hi*  reiidence  in  Edinburgh,  *peDt  some 
time  in  itvij. 

[In  a  mora  recent  namber,  Sir  Charlei  hai  cootradieted  ibe  ramoiirln  re- 
gard to  hi*  dinatuftciion  with  his  present  position.— Bo.] 
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Art.  I.— psoas  ABSCESS. 

BT  KOBERT  VOOiH,  M.  D.,  &C.  Ac. 

COIumbit.  Sonih  Caralini.  Mty  13,  IMO. 

Cabc. — Jno.  Keegan,  stst.  19,  labourer,  ofao  unhealthy  aspect,  vriih  daik 
hair  and  efea,  and  apparcnily  of  a  KCrofulous  dtatbetia,  was  admitied  inio  , 


hospital,  with  a  prominenl  luniour  at  ibe  lower  and  aateiior  pari  o(  the  ab- 
dooiea  on  the  left  side  inimedialely  abore  Poupari's  ligameat. 

He  referred  the  commeQcerDeoI  or  his  disease'lo  a  period  of  two  year* 
distant :  he  then  fouDd  himself  unable  !□  walk  as  well  as  usualj  and  felt  ■ 
deg:ree  of  uneaiiiaess  aad  weariness  aboul  Ihe  lumbar  region,  which  wb« 
particularly  distressio;  after  walkin;;,  also  if  he  remained  long  in  ihe  erect 
posture,  or  tf,  when  sitting,  he  would  rise  up  suddenly  or  incRuiiously.  The 
•ame  uneasiaess  was  eipeijeoced  in  the  attempt  to  raise  any  heavy  weight, 
such  as  carrying  a  sack,  di,c.  About  this  period  he  mel  with  an  acciJeot  in 
crouing  t  luft,  by  which  he  slipped,  and  as  he  lerius  il,  overre,tched  him- 
kIT:  this  produced  a  temporary  agf^raraiioo  of  his  suSerings,  and  obliged 
him  to  con&ue  himself  to  bed  for  some  days.  The  weakness  and  uneasi- 
ness in  ibe-  back  continuing,  he  has  been  compelled  to  give  up  his  oceupa- 
lioQ,  aod  be  has  been  moving  about  with  the  assistanee  of  a  crutch.  About 
Bve  muoihs  ago,  he  observed  a  colourless  swelling  ahoui  the  size  of  an  egg 
at  the  tower  part  of  the  abdomeo  od  ibe  left  side,  and  refers  its  first  appeai- 
ance,  BDmewhal  nearer  the  region  of  the  internal  ring. 

Having  been  told  that  he  laboured  under  a  hernia,  he  was  directed  to 
wear  a  truss,  from  which  he  suffered  much,  and  under  the  use  of  which  a 
rapid  increase  of  the  swelling  took  place.  His  health  has  beeb  latterly  de- 
elinitig,  he  is  in  some  measure  losing  flesh  — feels  hoi  and  feverish  toward) 
evening,  has  occasionally  iriegular  rigors,  and  partial  perspirations — bis  ap- 
petite Is  in  general  good— there  is  some  ihiisl,  and  his  pulse,  as  far  as  al 
C resent  can  be  learned,  being  easily  excited,  ranges  about  90,  sometimes  as 
ii^  as  100. 

The  lower  and  anterior  part  of  the  abdomen  on  the  left  side  presents  a 
Bwelling  of  considerable  ma^nityde,  occupying  Ibe  space  between  the  pa 

Ebts  aod  the  anterior  superior  spine  of  ibe  ifium,  folding  over  Poupart'a 
jameni,  and  ascending  onliquely  across  ibe  side  of  the  umbilicus  towards 
the  lumbar  region.  The  surface  of  Ihe  tumour  Is  not  uniformly  even  ;  the 
integuments  coTerinz  it  being  irregularly  thinned,  and  at  these  points  pie- 
seotiog  a  shining  and  partly  diEColoured  appearance.  It  is  remarkably  lea- 
der to  Ihe  touch,  particularly  around  ihe  circumference,  which  is  well  de- 
fined. A  most  distinct  flaciualion  exists,  and  a  marked  impulse  is  given  to 
the  tumour  during  the  act  of  coughing  or  sneezing,  dte.  It  is  very  firm  and 
tense  in  the  erect  posture,  but  flatter,  softer,  and  more  lai  in  the  horizontal, 
U  uniccompsnied  by  Roy  derangemeat  of  the  bowels,  and  Rlways  reiaioa  r 
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considerable  size:  when  standing  ihe  ha4j  is  beot  forward*,  and  ihere  is  aa 
iorapability  la  raise  ii,  at  least  wiihoui  pain. 

Progtesbion  is  not  eiiended  wiih  any  peculiariiy,  nor  dofs  be  r«niBrk  aoy 
AisposiiioD  to  trip. 

Examinaiioa,  whilst  in  ihe  borizonial  position,  discorers  a  most  risible 
di«placemetit  in  ibe  direction  as  well  as  in  ibe  pueiiioii  of  the  second  lumbar 
vertebra— a  lemackable  bony  projection  also  exials  in  the  silualiuD  of  itt 
lunsrerte  process,  where  pressure  produces  considerable  UDeasioess. 

Obtervationt. 

Before  entering  into  the  consideration  of  the  case  above  related,  it  may 
Dot  he  amiss  to  meorioo  Ihai  there  are  iwo  forms  of  absce&s,  named  with  re- 
spect 10  the  period  of  ibeir  duriiion  and  attendant  symptoins,  and  are  distin- 
guished hy  Ibe  terms,  "Acute"  ond  "Chronic." 

The  "acute"  abscess  is  exemplified  by  phlegmon — is  attended  with  heat, 
pain,  redness  and  swelling—has  a  great  tendency  to  come  ud  rapidly — is 
not  large — is  well  circumscribed — the  paits  between  the  sac  and  iniegu- 
nents  become  enfiaged,  and  the  parts  which  are  engaged  present  a  reddish 
or  purplish  appearance:  besides  there  is  this  one  great  characteristic,  thai 
when  it  breaks  or  is  opened,  ^eal  relief  is  stTotded,  and  it  has  a  wonderful 
tendency  to  heal,  as  the  CBTiiy  is  suun  filled  with  granulations,  and  the 
healing  process  rapidly  progresses  towards  a  cure. 

This  is  different  from  the  "chronic"  abscess,  where  there  is  little  or  no 
pain— no  phlegmonous  ioflammation,  and  when  examined  there  may  be 
either  an  increased  determineiion  of  blood  to  Ibe  part,  or  merely  a  slight  de- 
gree of  vascularity;  the  cellular  membrane  is  engaged,  and  the  cavity, 
which  is  organised,  is  endowed  with  arteries,  veins,  nerves  and  abaurbenis 
— the  arteries  designed  to  secrete  the  fluid  it  contains,  and  the  absorbent*  to 
remove  it,  bat  this  office  of  the  absorbents  is  very  rarelj  indeed  perlormed. 
The  superincDiubenl  parts  are  not  engaged  until  the  disease  has  arrived  at 
nn  advanced  stage,  and  they  preserve  their  natural  colour,  which  is  not  the 
case  in  the  acute  form— the  cyst  of  the  abscess  may  be  as  thick  as  sole  lea- 
ther— it  is  hard,  firm  and  resistant.  The  abscess  is  inclined  to  affect  parts 
remote  from  its  original  situation,  as  in  psoas  abscess,  thus  ti  has  its  seat  in 
the  loins,  yet  it  often  appears  in  the  thigh  ;  not  so  in  the  acute  abscess  ;  so 
that  whenever  a  tumour  is  presented  to  the  surgeon's  view,  as  in  that  of 
Keegan,  where  it  extends  to  the  thigh,  it  is  one  continued  sac, 'reaching 
from  its  original  seat  to  tfae  pniot,  where  it  makes  its  external  appearance. 
Another  remarkable  circumstance  connected  with  the  chronic  form  of  ab- 
scess is,  that  when  it  breaks,  it  evinces  no  tendency  to  heal,  hut  increased 
action  supervenes,  and  there  is  an  alteration  in  Ihe  nature  of  its  conjenla. 
Its  opening  is  to  be  dreaded,  particularly  in  deep-seated  abscesses,  whether 
ibis  IS  effected  by  the  natural  process  or  by  snrgical  means. 

There  exists  also  considerable  difference  in  Ibe  nature  of  the  fluid  which 
ibe  chronic  and  acute  abscesses  contain  :  in  the  chronic  it  is  of  a  wheyish  cha- 
lacier,  wiihfloceuleni  mailer' Boating  through  it— it  is  not  of  uniform  consis- 
tence, but  is  serum  with  flakes  of  lymph  ;  whereas  in  ihe  acute  form  it  is  ia 
generalof  uniform  consistence,  isinick,and  in  appearance  resembles  cream ; 
this  characteristic  has  been  noticed  by  every  author  who  has  written  on  ibe 
aulject. 

Psoas  abscess,  iherefore,  is  found  in  every  respect  to  deserve  ihe  name 
«r  chronic,  which  is  evident  from  an  investigation  of  the  case  above  ile- 
lailed,  since  he  has  been  labouring  under  it  for  a  period  of  two  years.  The 
fiat  symptoms  to  attract  attention  are,  an  inability  to  walk  as  well  as  iisihI 
—weariness  in  the  loins,  where  the  disease  is  situated — great  difficulty  ia 
raising  up  the  body  when  stooping — great  distress  in  the  erect  posture, 
in  conseauence  of  the  interference  of  the  disease  in  the  action  of  the 
psoas  and  iljacas  iaiernui  mntcles— complaioing  of  a  sensation  of  pain 
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ia  pari*  very  remote  from  ihe  irur  aeat  of  the  diseaie,  is  ibc  hip,  BrotD, 
knee,  &c.,  nad  hence  arises  ihe  rfifficully  in  formiDg  a  diagnosis  b<  twien 
Ibis  iBectioa  and  morbus  com.  The  (igliiening  ia  beotting  ihe  knee  some- 
times exists  to  (ucb  h  degree,  tbal  ibe  diazoosis  is  exiremcly  dilBuull,  par- 
ticularly iD  the  early  stages  of  the  complaioi. 

Paio  ill  the  back — nanl  of  free  tuotioo — palo,  stiifness,  and  conaliiction  ia 
the  side  aie  prcseoi  before  there  ia  any  extetual  marlf  of  the  disrase.  From 
the  history  of  ibis  case,  it  is  found,  that  it  is  only  five  mooths  eince  a  tumour 
wu  apparent  cxiernaily,  and  coasequentty  ihai  a  period  of  one  year  and 
•CTCQ  DtoDihs  bad  elapsed  from  the  Qrsl  aiuck  of  ihe  aSectioo  until  it  made 
its  exlcroal  appearance,  and  that  he  laboured  uoUer  it  from  that  lime. 

There  are  Tarious  directions  it  may  pursue,  preriouslv  to  its  bursting  ez- 
tenially — it  may  either  0|>en  in  ihe  lumbar  ri^gioo— iri  rlie  layers  of  the  ab- 
dominal muscles,  or  in  the  groin,  following  ibe  direciion  of  the  tendon  of 
ibe  paoas  ma^ous  muscle  so  as  lo  appear  like  a  hernia  :  Ibe  reason  of  this 
appears  to  depend  upon  the  part  of  the  muscle,  which  is  first  aiiacked,  or 
where  its  original  seal  is : — ex.  gr. :  if  it  conimear.ed  in  the  posterior  part  of 
(be  muscle,  it  will  make  its  appearance  in  the  loins;  if  jo  the  lateral  part, 
in  the  layers  of  Ihe  abdominal  muscles  ;  and  if  in  the  aoierior  pan,  it  will 
appear  in  the  groin  :  hence,  ita  external  appearance  is  owing  lo  its  primitive 
■e«i-  Recovery  from  Ihe  disease  may  be  considered  to  be  more  cerlaio, 
whea  it  shows  iuelf  near  to  its  original  eiiuatioo,  as  it  is  then  smaller,  eop- 
taios  less  pus,  and  bas  not  engaged  bo  many  parts. 

The  conslilulional  symptoms  depend  in  a  great  measure  upon  ibe  irrita- 
bility of  tbe  patient  and  bis  original  stamina ;  sometimes  before  there  is  any 
eziernal  appearance  of  tbe  disease,  beciie  fever  supeivenes ;  ai  oiher  times, 
not  until  ii  lias  manifested  ilaelf  by  external  eympioms,  when  the  paiieoi  is 
found  to  be  subject  lo  rigors— heal  of  skin  anil  Docturnal  perspirations,  and 
Ibe  countenance  becomes  very  pale.  In  the  case  under  consideration,  the 
fever  is  not  fully  formed,  at  he  bas  not  so  much  of  an  unhealthy  aspect,  as 
be  ia  subject  lo  agitation,  when  examined  ;  his  appelile  moreover  is  good, 
whiob  is  not  an  usual  ayrupiom  in  hectic  fever  arising  from  lumbar  abscess, 
lor  JD  surgical  hectic  iLere  is  generally  no  appetite,  but  in  medical  hectic. 
Ihe  appetite  is  ofien  good  lo  Ihe  lasl.  If  (he  lever  dora  not  supervene  until 
tie  abscess  breaks  or  is  opened,  it  will  be  found  to  do  so  when  ibai  tfiei^i  is 

Goduced,  ai  wbicb  time  the  beciie  symptoms  are  oiore  clearly  marked,  ibe 
«i  of  the  skin  is  very  greai,  and  the  nocturnal  perspirations  wiih  dianhva 
soon  wear  down  the  pjiieoi.  In  the  case  of  Keegao,  the  fettr  wltl  soon 
appear,  as  tbe  tumour  is  of  a  large  eize,  and  there  is  therefore  a  great  de- 
struction of  parts:  it  is  uot  uniform  eren  on  iis  surface,  but  is  prominent 
ID  two  distinct  places,  owing  to  its  being  irregularly  thinned  internally  by 
ihe  ulcerative  absorption,  and  if  il  is  not  opened,  it  will  break  at  one  of 
those  points,  where  the  thinning  pioceeshns  taken  place. 

These  turnouts  when  in  tbe  seal  of  hernia  are  often  mistaken  for  that  dis- 
ease, and  it  is  surprising  that  such  a  mistake  can  occur.  In  ihe  foregoing 
ease,  however,  as  may  he  learned  from  its  history,  it  was  mistaken  lorn 
hernia,  because  it  was  a  tumour  wbicb  increased  by  coughing;  and  ibeper- 
«m,  who  was  first  consulted,  ordered  a  truss  to  be  applied  for  its  letief,  the 
pressure  of  wbicb  created  an  additional  pain  in  the  symptoms,  and  it  is 
more  than  probable,. ihe  inequality  also  of  tbe  surface,  by  exciting  iheab- 
sorfaeols  of  the  pari  where  the  pressure  was  directly  applied.  It  might  t)e 
nore  likely  to  be  mixakeo  for  a  hernia,  whilst  in  the  gruio,  as  it  increases 
in  bulk  when  in  the  erect  posture,  and  reiiies  when  in  the  horizooial  if  pree- 
tare  is  employed,  bnt  returns  when  the  pressure  is  removed  ;  this  is  mot  the 
case  in  hernia — there  ia  besides  a  Suauation  constantly  existing— bui  ibe 
difference  is  so  great  and  striking,  that  it  is  nniwcesMry  to  enter  further  in{o 
detail.  It  is  evident  that  the  tumour  ia  one  cyst,  exteniling  from  its  oiiginal 
smi  ia  the  loins  to  ibe  groin,  and  if  lbs  patient  is  placed  in  the  horizunlal 
position,  lis  eiteinal  ai^arattce  may  bo  oUiierated ;  but  in  the  crtei  pot- 
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■  tan,  iti  own  graTit^  and  atlcDdanl  pressure  will  render  it  more  lenae  and 
full. 

Tlie  sympioTDS,  ibcrefore,  are,  lit,  pain  and  distreas  in  tlie  raoliuas  of  ibe 
part  •  and  2Ddly,  rhe  partfl  ai  a  distance  become  afiecied,  a«  Ihe  Rroin,  koee, 
&.C.,  iaabllitf  to  move  the  limb,  rigori,  heciic  eyroploms,  and  then  the  lo- 
mouT  makes  its  eilernal  appearaoce,  aod  ibe  disease  becomes  efideni. 

The  prognosis  in  Ihe  case  of  Keegan  is  bad— it  is  lo  be  presumed  that  it 
ia  ao,  from  a  consideration  of  the  length  of  lime  the  disease  has  exitled,  al- 
though he  has  not  suffered  much  in  his  general  health,  bur  depression  of 
•trengib  and  heciic  fever  will  supervene,  as  soon  as  ibe  abscess  breaks;  the 
size  of  the  tumour  militates  also  agaiust  his  re«arei7,  for  the  goodness  of 
his  health  will  not  counlerbalsDce  the  quantity  of  pans  it  has  eagaged,  as  it 
extends  from  ihe  upper  pari  of  the  psoas  muscle  as  far  down  as  the  groio  : 
ogaJQ,  ii  is  conoecied  with  the  spine,  as  there  is  displacement  of  ihe  ipinooa 
and  transTerse  processes  of  the  second  lumbar  vericbra,  which  would  make 
'the  surgeon  dread  great  danger,  as  each  of  these  diseases  is  nngly  capabU 
of  inducing  a  fatal  termination  by  hectic  fever:  here,  iherefure,  is  caries  of 
the  vertebra,  which  will  terminate  in  Poll's  curvature  of  the  spine,  should 
the  [latient  survive  any  length  of  time. 

Injury  or  cold  will  eive  rise  to  this  disease ;  iu  this  case,  Eeegao  atlri- 
buled  the  origin  lo  an  injury  by  overreaching  himself,  but  from  the  history 
of  the  case,  ii  is  evideui,  that  it  etisied  some  time  previously  to  ihe  receipt 
of  the  injury — it  is  more  than  probable  ibai  he  has  lain  io  a  damp  place,  for 
I  believe  thai  lying  in  a  damp  bed  is,  in  a  person  predisposed  to  scrofulous 
disease,  the  most  frequent  source  of  this  cuniplsint. 

The  next  ihiog  to  be  considered  is  the  treathf.kt  of  the  disease.  If  seen 
at  its  commencenientj  when  there  existed  pnin  and  difficulty  in  siaodinK,  or 
want  of  power  in  raising  ihe  body  from  the  bent  to  the  erect  posture,  a  hori- 
zontal position  should  be  enjoined — complete  quietude^ — the  application  of 
leeches— cupping— irrilaiion  of  the  surface  by  moxa  or  blisters — attending  to 
ihe  geaeral  health  and  giving  a  uouhshing  but  not  stirouletiog  diet,  form 
the  basis  of  ireatmenl  at  the  dawn  of  this  Bfifcclion.  This  plan,  however, 
will  not  always  succeed  or  arrest  the  progress  of  the  disease,  yet  il  has  the 
advaniase  of  affording  the  fairest  chance  of  recovery  to  the  patient,  lo  the 
case  under  invest igatiou,  matters  wear  a  different  aspect;  all  ihe  above  line 
of  tieatmeni  has  been  neglected,  and  not  ihe  slightest  chance  of  recovery 
given  him. 

A  question  arises,  whclher  the  tumour  should  be  opened  or  not?  On  this 
aubjeci  there  is  a  variety  of  opinious.  And  whether  it  it  be  not  larger  than  ■ 
tennis  ball,  should  it  be  opened,  whilst  the  ioiegumentsare  disengaged  1  On 
'this  point  1  may  observe,  ibat  I  have  seen  ad  many  cases  recover  wbere  the 
surgeon  did  not  interfere,  as  where  the  abscess  was  opened,  and  that  too  at 
an  early  period  :  so  that  Ihe  preference  ma]r  he  given  either  to  nature  or  to 
art.  At  all  events,  I  would  open  ii  early,  if  Ihe  abacess  was  small,  and  I 
bad  a  good  constitution  to  deal  with,  and  no  hectic  hvci  eaisted  :  but  if  the 
'''  iiion  was  had,  and  Ihete  was  cough  or  any  symptom  to  denote  the 
e  of  a  laieni  disease  io  the  lungs.  I  would  noi  attempt  it;  for  io 
■ucu  a  case  Ihe  operation  would  be  worse  than  unsuccessful,  il  would  ex- 
pose me  to  the  censure  and  BuimadrersioD  of  the  patieoi  and  his  friends,  lor 
they  would  attribute  all  the  ill  consequences  of  the  operation  to  the  meana 
'I  had  resorted  to.  In  ihe  case  of  Keegan,  it  would  be  bad  practice  lo  inter- 
fere, on  account  of  (he  size  of  the  sac,  its  connection  with  the  lumber  verte- 
bra, and  being  thinned  in  three  places  with  diseased  condition  of  the  integu- 
ments ;  for,  although  it  should  be  opened,  the  ulcerative  abaorptioo  at  Ihete 
'poinia  would  not-be  prevented  from  taking  place,  but  would  go  on  ;  the  paia 
would  be  less,'it  is  certain  ;  but  hectic  lerer  will  aooD  supervene,  which 

If  il  is  lo  be  opened^  it  naa  been  recommeDded  to  ia  ao  with  a  flat  trocar 
or  a  lancet :  in  opening  cfaionic  ahaeasaea,  whether  lumbar  or  uoi,  tbe 
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object  to  be  held  in  *tew  it  to  mske  a  Talvular  openinf,  wbicb  can  be 
dooe  wirb  a  lani^et:  iflbis  initruraEDi  is  used  (ihp  patient  is  supposed  to  be 
Ifia;  on  his  back)  it  is  puslied  io  the  horizgnial  direction  for  about  a  quar- 
ter or  an  iacb  between  the  sac  and  intejumenti,  aod  then  ioto  [he  sac  :  if 
the  matter  be  loo  thick  to  flow  out  tbrau^b  thia  opening,  a  director  c.in  be 
introduced.  By  making  a  calrular  opening,  the  matter  does  not  press  OD 
the  skin,  it  can  he  more  easily  closed  up,  and  the  atmospheric  air  does  not 
coote  in  contact  wiib  the  internal  cavity.  This  does  not  always  succeed  ; 
bnl  whether  (he  lancet  or  trocar  is  employed,  a  valvular  opening  should  be 

When  hectic  ferer  is  set  in,  recourse  must  be  had  to  the  diSerent  remedies 
which  are  recommended  and  adapted  to  its  different  stages:  sometimeB  the 
perspirations  are  most  distressing ;  at  other  times,  the  diar(hoea  ;  also  must 
(he  remedies  vary ;  let  the  diet  be  nourishing,  give  wioe,  porter  or  ale,  and  in 
those  cases  give  it  liberally. 

It  seldom  happens  without  the  cysi  breakioc ;  caies,  however,  have  occur- 
red where  the  mailer  baa  beetk  absorbed.  A  most  remarkable  case  came 
under  ttie  observation  of  Professor  Wilmot,  where  the  mailer  was  absorbed, 
and  air  secreted  in  its  stead  :  the  following  particulars  of  this  phenomenon 
I  extract  from  the  2d  vol.  of  the  Transactions  of  ihe  College  of  Physicians 
ID  Ireland,  p.  36. 

"  Martin  Carroll,  aged  23  years,  a  strong  athletic  young  man,  was  seized 
about  the  beginoing  of  1814,  with  a  pain  in  his  loins  after  lyio^  on  a  damp 
b^d.  He  was  repeatedly  blistered  for  this  pain,  without  receiving  any  de- 
cided relief.  After  a  lapse  of  nearly  twelve  months  hii  beslih  began  to  de- 
cline. Me  was  now  frequeatly  attacked  with  «  creeping  in  his  skin,  and  a 
ehilliaesa  towards  erenin^.  Says  he  got  hot  and  restless  soon  after  going 
to  bed,  and  thai  after  sleeping  his  face  and  breast  were  moist  with  perspira- 
tioD.  Appetite  bad  ;  great  thirst ;  suffered  at  this  time  much  from  an  acnte 
paiD  to  hij  left  knee;  says  that  the  paiu  in  his  back  is  much  increased  by 
striking  his  foot  against  any  unyielding  body. 

"  A  tumour  now  appeared  in  the  left  groin,  which  alarmed  him  greatly, 
and  was  the  cause  of  his  coming  to  town  for  advice.  I  now  saw  him  for 
the  first  lime,  which  was  in  the  winter  of  1814,  and  learned  from  him  (he 
history  which  I  have  jusi  detailed. 

"  Oq  examination,  I  found  the  tumour  about  the  size  of  a  tennis  ball,  but 
Sat,  and  immediniely  under  Poupart's  ligament,  accompanied  with  a  swell- 
ing above  it.  The  integuments  covering  the  tumour  were  a  little  disco- 
loured, and  a  distinct  Quriuation  could  be  felt  within  it ;  it  was  aUo  slightly 
affected  by  coughinz  and  the  horizontal  posture. 

'*  From  the  history  of  this  case,  and  from  the  feel  and  appearance  of  (he 
tumour,!  had  no  hesitation  in  declariag  it  to  be  a  well  marked  cate  of 
pioap  abscess ;  Dr.  Stoker,  who  brought  the  patient  lo  me,  coincided  la  iMs 
opinion.  We  agreed  to  tap  the  tumour,  hul  the  pa(ient  reused  his  consent 
and  returned  to  the  country.  1  should  have  mentioned  that  there  was  no 
disease  of  the  vertebra. 

"  After  the  interval  of  nearly  a  year,  he  came  lo  town  HEaio,  resolved  to 
submit  to  any  treatment  1  might  think  fit  to  adTise.  On  his  second  Tisii,  I 
was  not  a  little  surprised  to  Snd  (hat  the  tumour  in  the  left  groin,  (hough 
*ery  much  Increased  in  size,  bad  lost  all  the  character*  of  an  abscess.  It 
was  now  of  a  conical  shape,  it  measured  nearly  14  inches  in  circumference 
at  the  base,  and  from  base  to  apex  about  7  inches  i  alt  sense  uf  flurlualion 
within  the  tumour  was  now  gone,  and  it  had  a  tympanitic  and  elisfic 
feel.  The  integuments  had  now  ceased  to  be  discoloured,  and  were  very 
loosely  connected  to  the  tumour,  who^e  parietes  felt  about  the  thickness  of 
th«  tnnica  vaginalis  in  an  old  hydrocele  ;  they  were  not.  however,  ol'a  uni- 
foim  thickness,  the  apex  being  much  thinner  than  any  otlier  part.  The  pa- 
tient's health  was  now  completely  re-established;  (he  hectic  sympiuma, 
Sad  the  paina  and  weakness  of  bia  back,  which  be  complained  of  at  tb« 
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commeocpint^nl  of  ihe  atlack,  gradDatljr  deeliacd  wiihout  •d»  medical  in- 
ferferpnce,  but  ihe  lumour  conunoed  rapidljr  to  increase,  produciDC  coDtt' 
derable  inconvenience  by  ill  bull(,  and  preveniiog  him  fiom  fuUowiog  his 
nxual  occupaiioos. 

"  On  making  a  mote  miouie  eramioation  of  the  lumour,  in  order  lo  ascer- 
tain iis  conienis,  1  found  ihal  its  caviif  commatiicBled  freely  with  tlie  ab- 
domen, and  tliai  I  could  very  easilv  empiy  ilie  conieaia  of  (he  tumour  ioio 
ihe  cariiy  of  ihe  atidomen  lhrQu,ih  this  passage,  which  makev  it  eTideol 
thai  Ihe  eilernat  sac  was  an  elongation  of  the  iDternal  ca»ity.  When  tbii 
was  accomplished  I  could  feel  the  femoral  ring  greallv  enlarged,  and  a  con- 
siderable cavity  under  it  among  the  muscles  situated  at  the  upper  and  an- 
terior part  of  the  thigb.  On  removing  the  pressure,  which  was  necessary  to 
empty  Ihe  sac,  it  suddenly  became  distended  lo  its  usual  size,  though  the 
patient  lay  in  the  horizonial  position;  from  this  circumstance  loeeiher with 
Ihe  ela«ic  and  ivmpanilic  feel  of  the  tumour,  aud  from  iis  ha»ing  lost  all 
characters  of  an  abscess,  1  had  no  hesiiaiion  ia  asseiiiog  that  air  was  now 
its  conienis.  This  may  appear  siraage  at  6tst,  but  reryliiile  consideration 
will  satisfaciorily  account  for  iis  existence. 

"  We  know  from  numerous  pathological  facts,  that  the  cysts  of  abscesses 
lie  highly  organised,  having  arteries,  whose  office  il  it  to  secreie  pu<>,  and 
absorbents,  which  not  uufrrquenlly  lake  up,  either  loially  or  in  part,  Ihe  mat- 
ter in  contact  vfiib  Ihem.  In  ibe  ease  under  eonsideraiion,  tbe  mailer  waa 
entirely  absoibcd,  and  there  was  also  a  cessation  to  llie  secretion  uf  more 
matter,  in  consequence  uf  the  great  change  in  the  paiieni's  consiiiuiion. 
The  arteries  having  ceased  to  be  employed  in  Ihe  secretion  of  pus,  now  as- 
sumed ibe  office  of  secreting  air,  sod  by  this  means  the  gradual  obliteration 
of  the  cyst  by  contraction  was  prt'venied,  which  is  usual  in  ordinary  cases, 
when  the  mailer  is  removed  by  the  absorbents.  There  is  no  point  in  pa- 
thology belter  established,  nor  one  more  uaiverGally  admiued,  ibau  the 
power  of  arteries  to  secrele  or  separate  air  fiom  the  blood.  This  is  proved 
ID  eases  of  empbyseraa,  where  the  lungs  are  entire,  and  also  in  that  affec- 
tion called  tympanitis ;  if  then  it  is  admitted  ihat  ihe  aiteries  of  the  cellular 
meoihrane,  and  of  the  stomach,  and  of  the  inlestincd,  can  at  limes  secrele 
air,  1  canuot  conceive  I  have  advanced  any  thing  strange  or  incooslsient,  by 
allowing  a  similar  power  to  the  arieries  of  a  cyst  of  an  abscess,  whose  in- 
tegrity bas  not  been  destroyed,  either  by  a  natural  or  artifirial  proresa. 

"  The  disappearance  of  pus  and  tbe  formation  of  the  air  being  accounted 
for,  the  rapid  increase  of  ibe  tumour  e«lernally,  end  its  contracted  limits  in- 
ternally, may  be  easily  shown.  Air  being  an  elastic  fluid,  tbe  bulb  depends 
on  ihe  degree  of  pressure  lo  which  it  is  eiposcd.  From  the  dissertaiion  al- 
ready given  il  appears  that  the  sac  which  contained  this  air  was  situated 
partly  within  and  partly  without  the  cavity  of  ihe  abdomen.  Tbe  internal 
portion  beini;  originally  thicker,  the  disease  being  6rst  lormrd  there,  and 
being  compressed  by  Ihe  surrounding  viscera,  was  capable  of  afibrding  more 
resistance  ihan  Ihat  portion  under  Poupatt'a  ligament,  it  being  thinner  and 
less  compressed.  This  resistance  given  lo  tbe  air  within  logfihrr  with  ihe 
force  of  gravity,  caused  more  of  il  lo  descend  to  the  depending  part ;  and 
here  meeting  with  less  resistance,  it  expanded  and  dilated  this  part  of  the 
sac,  so  as  lo  produce  a  tumour  of  the  siie  described.  Being  firmly  con- 
winced  of  ihe  naiure  of  the  case,  I  saw  that  there  were  two  modes  of  eW\ne 
relief;  one  by  punciuring  ihe  lumour  and  telling  out  the  contained  air,  and 
then  bringing  Ihe  sides  inio  cuulact,  so  as  to  cause  the  opposite  surfaces  lo 
adhere,  and  in  this  way  destroy  the  cavity  j  or  by  pressure,  lo  promote  its 
absorption,  and  by  a  continuation  of  the  pressure  to  brinz  aboul  obliteration 
either  by  contraction  or  adhesion.  [  determined  upon  trying  preisuie,  which 
succeeded  must  eflectually.  1  applied  a  bandage  and  compress,  wet  wilh  a 
strong  decoclion  of  oak  bark  and  alum;  ibis  application  produced  a  con- 
siderable corrugation  of  the  skin.  In  about  three  weeks  tbe  air  was  almost 
entirely  absorbed,  and  the  aac  considerably  diminished.    I  now  got  a  truss 
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n«da  with  a  pad  to  as  to  cover  the  eotire  eiieoi  of  the  «ac.  Th«  patieot 
was  now  able  to  walk,  and  io  aboot  four  wteka  froai  puitiog  on  th«  truM, 
lefi  ihe  hospital  perfectly  free  from  aoy  swelling." 

RoBeitT  VooiN. 


Abt.  II  —fatal  spasmodic  affection  op  throat. 


A  geDtlemaii,  aged  34  years,  of  a  highly  scrofoloui  diaiheiis  and  feeble 
coDsiiiuiion.  which  he  possessed  in  commoD  niih  nearly  erery  member  of 
bis  family,  had  been  attacked  from  lime  to  lime,  boih  betore  aod  after  I  waa 
irsi  coosulied  (now  about  Gre  years  eioce)  wiih  low  fe*er,  bringing  in  ils 
train  soreoess  of  the  ihroai.  with  weakness,  loss  of  voice,  dry  convulsive 
cooi^h.  dyspepsia,  violent  spasms  of  the  stomach  and  vomiting,  vertigo,  dia- 
charge  from  the  ears,  and  deafness.  The'C  sympioms  (which  did  not  al- 
ways prevail  lozelher)  were  usually  allribuied  to  catarrh,  and  lasted  tome- 
limes  ooty  a  few  days ;  at  others,  a  week,  or  more,  leaving,  in  the  intervals' 
of  each  attack,  a  stale  oC  tolerable  health.  In  adjiiion,  however,  to  theie 
more  occasional  indications  of  disease,  scrofula,  io  either  an  active  or  pas- 
sive form,  prevailed  lo  an  inleose  degrre  in  various  parts  of  the  bo^^y,  and 
in  particular  Ihe  glands  of  the  neck  tvere  enormously  enlargeil.  EiflensiT« 
toppuntion  and  ulceration  io  ihe  latter  reaJun,  as  well  at  in  the  left  foot, 
took  place  about  three  years  ago.  The  discharge  from  the  neck  continueil 
doriog  tbe  ensuioaf  two  years  ;  that  from  the  fool  (depending  upon  the  pre- 
sence of  necrosis)  persisted  to  Ihe  last.  It  is  remarkable  thai  this  profuse 
rejection  of  scrofulous  matter  through  the  channels  of  external  suppuration 
seemed  to  have  materially  increased  tbe  geoeral  vigour  for  the  euliie  year 
preceding  the  lerminaiioo  of  life, 

The  disease,  which  issued  in  my  patient's  death,  commeaeed  as  fever  of 
a  remittent  character  and  low  type,  attended  by  slight  aoretiess  of  the  thioac 
and  hoarse  voice,  dry  eou^h,  spasms  of  the  stomach,  and  total  loss  of  appe- 
tite. There  were  do  physical  signs  of  lubercutai  deposition  in  the  lungs, 
bat  there  was  very  great  diminution  of  the  sounds  and  impulse  of  the  heart. 

The  above  sytnptoms  gradually  declioed  in  severity,  so  that,  at  Ihe  eipi- 
latioo  of  a  week,  they  had  almost  disappeared,  when  suddenly  the  case  as- 
sumed a  new  and  verj  alarming  aspect.  The  j^offeier  had  awoken  oot  of 
composed  sleep  in  a  (it  of  dyapneea,  which  lasted  about  a  minute,  aod  thia 
had  recurred  a  second  time  in  the  course  of  the  quarter  of  an  hour  whick 
elapsed  before  I  could  reach  him.  His  countenance  was  then  anaioos ;  skin 
bathed  in  perspiration  ;  pulse  si.tly,  (common  to  his  best  health,)  aod  fee- 
ble; respiration  peifeclty  tran^iuil,  aod  deglutition  performed  with  ease. 
Shortly  after  my  arrival,  I  had  ao  opportunity  of  noting  (he  real  nature  of 
Ihe  spasms.  It  was  evidently  sealed  in  the  throat,  and  compelled  iny  pa- 
tient lo  make  repeated  and  violeni  efforts  lo  fill  the  lungs,  each  inspiration 
prodoeing  a  cruwing  sound,  exactly  like  what  is  noticed  in  the  laryngismua 
tiriduluB  of  children.  Before  [  left  him,  he  had  fallen  into  quiet  sleep, 
which  was  of  some  hours'  dutaiion,  and,  with  the  exception  of  a  slight  re- 
turn at  the  moment  of  awaking,  he  remained  free  fiom  his  alarming  symp- 
lom,  until  the  evening  uf  ibe  iieit  day,  when,  directly  after  tbe  act  of  de- 
jlulition,  he  was  sufl'iicated  io  the  midst  of  ihe  most  awful  struggles  for  air. 

It  is  unnecessary  lo  occupy  space  in  the  minute  description  of  ihe  treal- 
mcul  pursued  in  this  rase.  Upon  this  head  it  is  sufficient  lo  remark,  that 
tbruDghout  the  general  principle  was  steadily  kept  in  view,  of  supporlioc 
Ihe  strength,  as  far  as  this  could  be'done  with  a  due  regard  to  ibe  oaiure  oi 
Ihe  aymptoms.     I  am  not  sure  that  the  operatioo  of  laryngolomy  could  have 
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been  (Mrformed  with  proprielf  in  the  ■bience  of  maf  pcrmaDent  embtrrfltc- 
iDCDt  in  rcBpiraiioD,  or  orany  local  or  coDstiluiiooal  siffos  of  organic  diteaM 
ofihe  larynx. 

AtUopty,  80  hourt  after  death.— }A\ieh  objection  w»3  made  lo  ihe  eiami- 
oarioD  of  [tie  body,  ana  iben  ihe  ditseclion  was  coofioed  to  tbe  neck.  I  was 
attisted  b;  my  Tiiend  Mi.  Forbes. 

Externally,  the  neck  appeared  crowded  and  bulky,  and  was  marked,  from 
ear  to  ear,  by  the  scara  or  foiraer  ulceration. 

Upon  reflectiog  the  skio,  plalisma,  and  fascia,  numerous  superficial  elaodi 
were  exposed  ia  the  course  of  the  exiernal  jugular  veio.  The  superior  cer- 
vical glands,  and  a  chain  prolonged  in  the  course  of  and  beneath  the  great 
vessels  and  oerres  of  the  neck,  were  some  of  ihein  of  a  large  size,  whilst  all 
ortbeni  displayed  different  steps,  in  the  serie«  of  morbid  chanjjes,  peculiar 
to  scrofula.  M;iiiy  of  these  glands  completely  surrounded  and  adhered  to 
tbe  sheath  of  the  vessels  in  its  entire  course  ;  whilst  others,  mote  scattered, 
must  have  exerted  considerahle  pressure  upon  the  Byrnpaihetic.  and  those 
branches  of  the  vagus  nerve  supplyiog  the  pharynx,  lis  constrictor,  and  tbe 
structures  of  the  larynx.  The  glottis  and  epiglottis  were  adematoos,  ib« 
mucous  menabraue  beiag  of  a  paler  lint  than  natural,  and  when  laid  open, 
throughout  Ihe  larynx  and  trachea,  was  fouiid  to  be  free  from  ulceration,  and 
altogether  heallhy. 

AcmarAv.— The  history  of  this  case,  and  the  result  of  the  dissection 
{limited  as  it'was)  illusiiate,  in  a  very  satisfactory  roaoner,  certain  points 
in  physiology  and  pathology.  In  tbe  first  place,  I  was  disposed  to  think 
that  the  (edema  of  the  glottis  did  not  materially  impede  the  act  of  lespira- 
lion.  I  am,  however,  aware  that  very  slight  ob&truciioa,  in  this  siiuatioo, 
might  occasion  fatal  spasm  ;  but,  then,  an  inQaiued  or  ulcerated  stale  of  the 
mucous  membrane  almost  Invariably  co-eiisis  as  a  source  of  irritalinn.  Tbe 
interruption  to  ihe  venous  circulation,  which  must  have  arisen  from  the  pre- 
sence of  such  a  mass  of  enlarged  glands,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  glottis,  oi  the 
itoleot  conirneiion  of  Ihe  parts,  which  bad  taken  place  just  before  the  death 
of  my  patient,  may  certainly  have  produced  (he  serous  effusion. 

Ii  IS  well  known  that  pressure  upon  (be  pharynx  or  larynx  by  meant  of 
any  tumour  may  excite  spasms  of  those  organs,  simpiv  from  irritation  of  tbe 
sensitive  nervei  ofibe  mucous  membrane,  and  the  reflected  ioQuence  of  the 
motor  nerves;  and,  also,  that  direct  compression  or  irritation  of  nerves  in- 
duce various,  more  or  leas  important,  derangements  of  their  functions,  la 
my  friend  Dr.  W.  Baly's  abstract  of  Dr.  J.~  Reid's  experiments  upon  ihe 
«ighib  pair  of  neives,  it  is  siaipd,  first,  thai,  on  irritating  the  pharyngeal 
branch  of  the  vagus,  rapid  and  vigorous  movemeots  of  all  the  pharyngeal 
muscles  and  upper  part  of  the  (esophagus  follow ;  secondly,  that  irritation 
of  the  inferior  iar^rngeal  nerve  produces  strong  movements  of  the  arytenoid 
— 'ilages,  while  irritation  of  the  superior  laryngeal  nerve  (by  galvanism) 
!  rise  to  no  action  in  aoy  of  the  muscles  attached  to  the  arytenoid  carti- 
lages, hut  merely  to  contraction  of  the  crico-lhyroid  muscle  ;  thirdly,  thai 
division  of  the  recurrent  nerves  put  an  end  to  the  muiioDs  of  tbe  glottis,  but 
that  the  sensibility  of  the  mucous  membiane  lemains ;  that  division  of  the 
superior  laryngeal  nerve  leavei  the  movemf  nts  of  tbe  glottis  mtaSecled,  but 
deprives   it  of  its  sensibility;  fourthly,  ibat   irritation  of  ihe  trunk  of  l'  ~ 
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vagus  excited  motions  of  the  oesophagus  which  extended  over  ibe  cardiac 
portion  of  the  stomach.'    ■ 

Mailer  remarks,  "  thai  the  vagus  affords  sensitive  influence  lo  the  oigaoB 
of  voice  and  respiration,  ije  pharynx,  cesopbagus,  and  stomach;"  and  that 
"from  irritation  of  the  branches  of  this  nerve,  which  it  propagated  lo  tbe 
brain,  a  number  of  spasmodic  movements  of  tbe  organs  of  respiration,  as 
coughing,  vumiting,  &,c.  are  produced."  He  goes  on  to  say,  "that  a  con- 
sideration of  all  Ihe  different  results,  obtained  after  tying  or  dividing  the 

'  Mailer's  Phytiulngy,  by  Balj. 
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nerms  ragga,  leads  to  the  infereDcc  ihai  d^nth  ariaet  Troin  ibe  coDcurrence 
oT  dlQVrent  circuiDslaneet,  which,  al  last,  produce  suffui-alion.  They  are 
the  followto^: — first,  iacoinpleie  paralynis  uf  the  luuEcles  if  the  jclutiis ; 
second,  exudaijoas  in  ihr  laoss;  third,  change  in  the  chemical  process  go- 
ing oa  ID  ibe  luDi^ }  fourth,  coaguUiioD  of  ihe  blood  io  the  ressels,  as  ob- 
•erred  l.jf  Mayer.'"' 

It  seems  lo  me.  that  the  pathology  of  ihe  case  1  have  above  detailed  offers 
eery  beautiful  evidence  ia  supfwn  of  the  views  of  expeti mental  pbyMology. 
It  13,  indeed,  difiiculi  lo  explain  many  □!  ibe  remsrkable  svmptoms  from 
which  my  palieni  had  been  so  long  a  auflirer,  (and  particularly  those  which 
preceded  his  death,)  olheiwise  than  upon  the  iiuppositioo  that  ibey  sprung 
JVom  direct  or  indirect  irritation  of  the  sympaibeiic  and  vagus  nerves.  And 
1  may  add,  that  probably  most  of  those  obstinate  spasmodic  affections  of  ibe 
otgans  of  respiration  and  digestion,  which  so  frequently  occur  in  children 
and  adutis  of  a  sernfulous  habit,  owe  their  origin  lo  a  aimilar  cause.  Tha 
iroublvsorae  dyspepsia,  also,  lo  which  such  individuals  are  extremely  sub- 
ject, perhaps  may  depend  upon  the  existence  of  some  obstacle  lo  ibe  pas- 
sage of  nervous  influence,  and  the  cunsequenl  diminution  of  secretion. 

In  connection  with  the  above  remarks,  il  is  instructive  lo  observe  bow 
conuDually,  in  the  irritable  constitutions  of  children,  the  sensitive  influence 
of  the  vasQs,  and  its  organic  aciinns,  derived  from  the  sympatbeiic  nerve, 
are  disturbed,  so  as  lo  produce  disease  which  simulates  inflammation,  bui 
which  is  purely  of  a  spasmodic  nature.  For  example,  a  child,  said  to  have 
been  in  good  beallh  uolil  the  moment  of  the  attack,  (although  the  boweU 
have,  in  all  probability,  been  lorpid,  and  the  motions  deficient  in  bile  for 
some  time  previously,)  is  suddenly  seized  with  wheezing,  dyspniea,  and 
cough,  the  pulse  being  rapid,  ihe  shin  hot,  and  ibe  face  flushed.  This  very 
common  sympatbeiic  and  spasmodic  affectioo  is  too  often  treeied  as  inflam- 
tnalion  of  Ibe  lungs,  to  which,  indeed,  it  bears  a  strong  resemblance  ;  bui  it 
gops  off  as  rapidly  as  it  came  on,  and  really  requires  noibiDg  mote  than  one 
or  two  emetics,  and  an  active  mercurial  purgative.  Much  the  same  condi- 
lion  exists  (retiuiring  similaT  treatment)  in  many  of  ibe  cases,  called  aaibma, 
occDrrinz  in  adulta.  and  in  which  ibe  attack  may  often  be  distinctly  referred 
to  tome  irritaiioD  of  the  stomach,  excited  by  error  in  ibe  queoiiiy  or  quality 
of  Ihe  diet.  Experience,  however,  leaches  Us  thai  irriuiioo  or  congestion 
of  ibe  braio  iiself  mostly  co-eiists  with,  if  il  do  not  precede,  derangemeoi 
of  Ihe  organic  functions.  Thus,  in  infantile  remittent  fever,  (the  pheno- 
mena aiiending  which  well  illnstraie  the  dependence  of  oumiion  and  secre- 
tion upon  the  nervous  system,)  ihe  paroxysm  is  marked  by  an  exiremely 
rapid  pulse,  a  flushed  face,  suffused  eyes,  boi  skin,  and  drowsiness  ;  or,  in 
other  words,  by  evideni  cciebrat  irritation.  There  are  immediately  esta- 
blished sympaibeiic  affections  of  the  lungs,  slomacb,  and  liver,  viz.,  in- 
creased secretion  of  mucus  in  the  air  lubes,  with  cough,  and  more  or  lea* 
paralysis  of  Ibe  stomach  and  liver,  as  indicated  by  a  total  want  of  appetite, 
and  costiveness.  If  food  be  taken,  it  is  generally  vomited  in  an  uadigestei 
stale,  and  ibe  muiions  are  cbalklike,  or  clay -coloured,  from  deSeiency  of 
bile.  As  the  disease  advances,  delirium,  screaming,  slrabismaa,  dtc,  point 
oui  a  more  acute  affeciion  of  the  brain ;  and,  as  might  be  expected,  this 
■late  is  productive  of  still  ureaier  distorbsnce  of  the  functions  of  the  nerve* 
snpplying  tbe  oi^ns  of  respiration  and  digesiion,  so  that,  afiei  a  few  weeks, 
if  soreness  doe:i  not  follow  tbe  treaimeni,  the  liiile  patient  dies  from  abso- 
lute exhaustion.  It  is  of  little  consequence  lo  delerrdine  whether  the  brein 
has  been  primarily  or  secondarily  affected,  inasmuch  as  the  epptopriate 
remedy  is  adapted  for  either  view  of  ihe  case.  This  remedy  1  believe  to  be 
calomel,  continued  perseveringly  in  small  doses,  at  regular  intervnts,  until 
the  local  and  general  symptoms  give  way. 

lo  conclusion,  i  would  observe  ihat  numerous  case*  are  daily  mci  with  in 
■  Holler's  Physiolegr,  b^  Bsly. 
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(he  praciicc  of  mediciae,  wbicli  appear  under  the  roims  of  oliatioaie  func- 
lional  disorders  of  the  orgaiii  of  retpiraiioD  aad  digesiion,  coiabiDed  with 
impi'rrect  outriiiuD  and  secretion,  in  which,  after  the  failure  of  ordinaiy 
measurfs,  it  would,  no  doubt,  be  of  much  advantage  lo  devole  a  more  ei- 
cluiire  atientioQ  to  the  oerfuus  ceniies. 


Art.  hi.— acetate  OF  LEAD  IN  BRONCHITIS. 


Bilo  of  Msdicln*.  Edinbnrili. 

Sereral  years  ai;o,  having  had  repeatedly  occasion  to  regret  the  incfficaey 
of  the  medicines  commonly  used  in  broochiiis,  when  the  object  in  view  was 
the  testraioingof  a  too  abundsDi  Kecretion,  by  vbich  ihe  bronchial  tube* 
were  loaded,  aod  the  respiration  ^really  embarrassed,  I  was  glad  to  £vail 
rayielfora  notice  contained  in  the  Medical  O.izette  ol  1833,  and  extracted 
from  Host's  Magazine,  in  which  the  virtues  of  the  acetate  oflead  weie  re- 
presented as  speuiatly  adapted  to  the  circunisiance  in  question.  The  cases 
in  which  I  had  had  the  greatest  reason  to  ft«l  the  want  of  a  remedy  which 
could  restrain  the  secretion  from  the  bronchial  membrane,  were  tne  bron- 
cbiiic  disorders  of  children,  occurring  in  connection  with  measles  and  with 
huuping-couKh  ;  and  it  was  in  cases  of  ibis  kiud  that  I  subsequently  bad  the 
salisfaciion  of  first  witnessioK  the  beneficial  operation  of  the  acetate  oflead 
in  inflamiaatioo  of  the  bronchial  mucous  raeoibraDe. 

After  a  csteful  investigation  of  the  powers  of  this  remedy,  continued  for 
several  years,  and  based  on  an  ampTe  cooipass  both  of  persnoal  observation 
and  the  reported  eiperience  of  several  praciitiooers  to  whom  I  recommended 
Ihe  use  of  it,  I  feel  warranted  ia  stating  my  conviction  that  the  acetate  of 
lead  is  a  remedy  by  far  the  most  worthy  of  reliance  in  bronchitis  attended 
with  profuse  secretion.  The  useful  agency  of  this  preparation  is  not  eon- 
fined  to  the  bronchitis  of  measles  and  liooping- cough,  but  is  equally  oh- 
servahle  in  the  simple  broncbilis,  and  in  that  which  so  often  occurs  at  a 
complication  of  continued  fever.  In  whatever  class  of  cases  I  have  pre- 
Kribed  it,  its  adminisiraiion  has'  been  limited  to  that  period  of  the  hion- 
chitis  in  which  the  evidences  of  abundant  secretion  were  apparent;  and 
those  evideacei  have  formed  ibe  only  guides  which  I  have  found  it  requi- 
site to  follow  in  the  fimt  exhibition  of  the  remedy,  and  in  regulating  the 
bulb  and  frequency  of  the  dose^.  The  stage  or  duration  of  the  disease  does 
not  require  lo  be  regarded  in  prescribing  the  acetate  -,  and.  though  it  exertt 
a  signal  and  most  salutary  influence  on  the  secretion  of  chronic  mucous 
catarrhs,  it  has  always  appeared  to  me  that  its  chief  value  consists  in  the 
rapidity  of  its  operation  in  such  acute  cases  as  sre  characterised  by  copious 
Geereiion,  whether  of  tbe  muco-purulent  appearance  or  nut,  whereby  Ihe 
respiraliun  is  impeded,  and  suSbcatioo  is  threatened. 

Id  acute  bronchitis,  diverge  eSecIa  have  been  observed  lo  succeed  the  use 
of  the  lead.  Id  some  instances  n  very  speedy  ar.d  entire  removal  of  the 
Tattles  has  ensued,  without  the  pulse  havin^t  been  lessened  in  frequency,  or 
ihe  respiratory  acts  m.ilerially  altered  from  iheir  previous  condition,  lo 
stlcb  I  have  been  accustomed  to  omit  the  lea<J,  and  to  recur  tu  (he  antimo- 
ny, ipecacuan,  and  calomel,  or  to  whatever  remedy  had  been  previously 
useii.  In  a  second  class  of  cases,  the  rattles  have  merely  undergone  a  con- 
■iderahte  diminution,  while  the  other  symptoms  have  continued  nearly  or 
■llogeiher  as  before.  In  those  I  have  found  it  of  great  advantage  lo  alter- 
nate, with  (he  exhibition  of  tbe  acetate  of  lead,  i-itlier  tbe  antimony  or  calo- 
mel and  ipecacuaa.  In  a  third  class,  no  mdteiml  change  of  any  kind  hat 
followed  the  use  of  tbe  lead  for  several  days.     Tbe  cases  of  tbi&  class,  for 
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ibe  moat  part,  coDMuted  of  hooping-cough,  wiih  inicDse  general  btonchiiia; 
and  in  ibe  Ireatmeni  of  ih«m,  ihe  aceiaie  has  been  EiTen  io  muub  larger 
quaolity,  and  irontinued  luoger  iban  JD  the  others.  I  hate  repeatedl|r  aa- 
eertaioed,  io  caaec  of  thii  kind,  thai  though  the  number  of  rattks,  anii  tbe 
apparent  atnouni  oF  ibe  secretion,  Bpemed  but  little  reduced  from  the  state 
which  tbey  had  presented  on  tbe  lead  being  first  administered,  a  marked 
change  for  the  worse  has  followed  the  omission  of  it.  In  this  class  of  cases, 
tbe  doses  of  lead  have  been  usually  alternated  with  those  of  some  common 
remedy;  yet  the  latter  hire  been  frequently  omitted,  unless  some  itidica- 
tion  of  poeumonia  existed,  without  apparent  dissdrantage.  In  a  fourth 
class,  compo«ed  mostly  of  cases  in  which  ibe  secretion  appeared,  from  its 
extreme  abundance,  to  be  the  principal  cente  of  ihe  more  harassing  aymp- 
\onta — to  wil,  the  hurried  acts  of  respiration,  dyspntza,  and  consetjuenl  rest- 
lessness,  ftc. — the  decrease  in  ihi*  number  or  the  rattles,  more  especially 
the  larger  mucous  rallies,  which  has  commonly  soon  followed  the  adminit- 
traiion  of  the  lead,  has  been  very  generally  accompanied  by  a  commensu- 
rate decrease  in  the  oiber  important  symptoma.  In  not  a  few  inaiancea  of 
feeble  children,  labouring  under  acute  general  bronchitis  with  copious  se- 
cretion, have  the  effects  of  the  acetate  been  observed,  bjr  myself  and  others, 
so  promptly  and  decidedly  m.iaifeated  as  to  excite  no  little  surprise,  and  to 
alter  the  prognosis  speedily,  from  a  very  gloomy  to  a  veiy  cheerful  aspect. 

The  dose  in  which  ibis  medicine  may  be  given  must  vary  with  Ibe  exi- 
gencies of  Ibe  case  and  the  age  of  the  patient ;  though  the  tatter  particular 
ts  of  less  importance.  Indeed  I  have  hitherto  found  occasion  to  give  it  in 
moch  larger  quantity  to  children  than  to  adults,  owing  to  the  much  greater 
frequency  and  severity  of  acute  bronchitis  in  tbe  former.  The  ((uanlity 
taken  in  iwenly-fuur  hours  by  an  adult  has  not  exceeded  twelve  ^raiiis,  in 
doses  of  from  one  to  three  grains.  The  cases  of  acute  bioncbitis  in  the 
adult  in  which  1  have  used  Ihe  lead,  have  been  mostly. comiilicalions  of  con- 
tinued fever.  Along  with  the  lead  there  were  usually  given  a  few  grains 
of  the  compound  powder  of  ipecacuan;  sometimes  with  the  addition  of  the 
powdered  sqnill.  The  common  dusts  to  children  have  been,  according  to 
the  severity  of  the  case,  a  quarter,  half,  or  whole  grain,  from  to  eight  or  ten 
limes  a  day.  Id  one  very  severe,  and  at  one  time  almost  hopeless  case,  so 
much  as  four  scruples  were  swallowed  uri<hin  ten  days.  Tbe  child  was  six 
years  old,  and  the  disease  intense  general  bronchitis,  supervening  on  hoop- 
mg-cough.  No  such  bad  effects  succeeded  as  an:  too  commonly  dreaded 
from  ibe  medicinal  use  of  the  acetate  of  lead,  though  the  gums  correspond- 
ing 10  the  lower  incisors  exhibited  tbe  blue  tint  pointed  out  by  Dr.  Burton, 
on  the  Sfleeath  day  from  the  commencement  of  the  use'-of  tbe  lead,  and  it 
is  probable  that  It  existed  previously  Io  that  dale,  though  unobserved.  Nor 
have  I  hilherlu  witnessed  in  any  case  the  dreaded  effects  of  the  lead,  not 
even  to  the  exient  of  causing  constipatiun.' 

In  ibe  chronic  mucous  and  mucu-purulent  branchiiis,  there  is  no  remedy, 
I  firmly  believe,  (and  I  have  tried  a  great  many,)  that  possesses  nearly  the 
conirolling  power  over  the  quantity  of  the  secretion,  which  is  displayed  by 
Ibe  acetate  of  lead.  1  usually  give  it  in  a  pill  containing  one  or  two  grains, 
along  with  some  extract  of  hyoscyamus  and  a  grain  of  squill,  three  or  four 
times  a  day. 

1  hare  thought  it  of  consequence  to  let  the  experience  which  I  hare  had 
of  the  properties  of  this  remedy  in  brooch  ills,  be  known  ;  because  it  appears 
that  they  have  nearly  or  entirely  escaped  the  notice  of  the  generality  of 
practitioners.  The  only  suggestions  with  which  1  am  acquainted,  of  the 
utility  uf  the  acetate  of  lead  in  bronchial  inQammaiions,  besides  that  to  which 
1  have  referred,  are  by  Sauvazes.  in  his  Nosulogia  .MethodicH  ;  by  Dr.  Keece, 
in  the  nfieenth  voluuie  uf  the  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Review  (both  of 
whom  recommend  it  merely  tu  relieve  iirilation  io  hooping  cough  ;)  and  by 
Dr.  Siokes,  in  his  first  volume  on  Diseases  of  tbe  Chest,  who  conjectures 
that  it  might  be  of  advantage  in  certain  forms  of  chronic  bronchitit. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL  NOTICES. 

Dr.  Bryan't  Introductory  Lecture} 

ProrKtor  Bryao  has  ndopled  the  course,  which  is  usual  in  inlroduclory 
leciurea,  ofgivjag  (he  student  a  skeicb  of  the  hislorjr  oflhe  science,  sod  of 
■uoia  of  the  distinguished  ancients  and  moderoa,  who  havs  rendered  their 
Dimes  imperishable,  hf  the  iui  prove  men  la  effected  bf  ibcm,  and  by  iheir 
zeal  in  the  prosecution  or  this  branch  of  the  healing  art.  The  exoixltuiD 
vill  give  a  favourable  specimen  of  the  author's  maaDer. 

"  During  the  last  year  I  was  honoured  by  the  trustees  of  this  instiiuiioa 
with  the  tt-nder  oi  the  chair  of  the  Priaciples  and  Practice  orSurRerjr.  The 
responsibility  of  the  station,  thus  heU  out,  with  other  imporiBDi  considera- 
tions niHde  It  doubtful  Tor  some  months,  whether  or  not  1  would  be  jusiihed 
ia  the  acceptance  of  so  distinguished  a  liusU  Having,  however,  conferred 
with  some  of  my  friends,  and  feeling,  1  trust,  a  pardonable  enthusiasm  in 
my  profession,  with  a  strong  desire  lu  see  its  principles  disserainaled  to  an 
extent  commeniuraie  with  their  importance,  I  at  length  consented  to  leave 
my  now  diaUnt  ho.ne  and  its  pleasant  a^suciatiuns,  for  a  time,  to  assist  you 
in  a  pursuit  at  once  elevated,  honourable,  and  worthy  the  exercise  of  the 
hii[heztt  talents.  That  our  end  may  be  obtained,  and  that  (he  school,  the 
trustees,  and  tbe  neighbourhood,  may  be  benefited  by  our  meeting  iogeiher, 
is  (he  earnest  and  aidenl  with  of  my  heart. 

"  Our  piofessiuD  has  ever  stood  high  in  the  estimation  of  mankind,  and 
dates  its  origin  in  the  remotest  antiquity. 

"Man,  like  the  beasu  thai  perish,  i(  born  in  weakness  and  helplessneia, 
and  in  the  first  periods  of  his  existence,  is,  perhaps  one  of  tbe  moat  belpleus 
and  irrational  of  animals. 

''  Devoid  of  that  instinct  which  guides  other  creatures  with  unerring  cer- 
tainly, to  seek  those  objects  which  are  useful,  and  shun  those  which  are 
hurllul,  and  as  yet  endowed  with  but  Taint  glimmerings  of  thai  divine  rea- 
son which  is  soon  to  expand  and  lead  him  to  heights  but  little  below  tbe 
angels,  he  gropes  bis  way  in  an  uncertaio  twilight,  worse  perhaps  than 
total  darkness,  since  it  serves  only  to  make  darkness  visible,  and  causes  him 
lo  stumble  and  totter,  at  a  time  when  other  aniniala  are  upright  and  enjoying 
all  the  priviieices  of  their  existence. 

"  in  addition  (o  this,  as  soon  as  hij  eyes  are  opened  upou  the  scene  afound 
him,  he  finds  innumerable  ills  and  sorrows  besetting  him  on  every  hand, 
with  but  few  natural  means  of  defence  or  redresa.  Rea^o  now  assumes 
the  sceptre,  and  in  proportion  to  tb«  wants  and  sufferings  of  her  votary,  due* 
•he  sway  her  potent  skill  over  the  elemenu  of  nature.  Tbe  elements  how 
to  her  power ;  air,  earth,  fire  and  water  are  but  implements  in  her  hand,  by 
which  she  not  only  guards  and  protects,  but  ennobles  and  refioea  the  favoured 
creature  vf  her  charge. 

"  Bui,  as  in  the  history  of  one  mind,  we  find  that  it  does  not  at  once  at- 
tain ita  highest  degree  of  perfection,  su  in  the  history  of  nations,  or  of  our 
race  in  general,  we  observe  that  there  has  been  a  gradual  growth  of  know- 
ledge and  science  up  to  the  present  time  ;  aod  no  people  or  nation  can  boast 
of  having  attained  the  highest  point  of  improvement  of  which  the  human 
mind  is  capable.  A  view  of  the  history  and  progressive  growth  of  the  mind 
may  best  be  obtained,  perhaps,  by  reference  to  the  history  and  gradual  ex- 

'  An  latrodaotorj  Lecture  to  a  Boane  on  the  Principle!  inil  Prtntice  of  Sorgerj, 
di  livered  Jn  the  Vermont  Acidemj  of  Mediciiis.  Mirch  13,  1840.  By  JiitiM  Bryan, 
M.  D^iProfMaorafSariieryinlheabove  Inaiilutian,  Member  of  tbe  Phitadeiphia  Med- 
icHi  Hoeiely,  ko.    (PaUlsbMl  at  the  reqaetl  of  the  class.)    Sva  pp.  19.    KvtUnd,  18M. 
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tension  of  anjr  one  or  more  of  ihe  sciences.  These,  commeDcing  ia  the 
early  sues  or  ihe  world  ha*e,  front  lime  to  time  by  the  aids  at  reason  and 
obstrvaiion,  slowly  bat  surely  advanced  to  an  eiteoT  which  would  baffle 
aof  one  mind,  even  the  most  powerful,  in  tbe  preaeol  day,  to'cumprehead 
and  anderstand. 

"  The  short  (enure  of  the  life  of  man  has  had  little  or  no  effect  io  impe- 
dine  the  growth  of  knowledge— this,  like  the  mind  itself,  tnay  be  said  to  be 
eternal  in  duralioa,  and  uDliruileH  in  expansion — and  wrih  the  power  that 
we  hiTt^  of  transmiiting  it  unimpaired  from  generation  to  generation,  raar 
be  said  to  have  fjrown  as  rapidly  and  eileoded  as  widely,  as  if  tbe  first  cul- 
livaloTS  had  cunlinued  to  \'\vv  and  Improve  it  up  to  the  present  day. 

"Tbeie  is  Dothiug,  perhaps,  more  appropriate,  or  better  calculated  to 
rouse  the  young  aspirant  alter  knowledge  to  induslrr  and  perseverance  iii 
its  pursuit,  than  a  view  of  the  history  and  growth  of  his  favourite  science. 
In  this  investigation  lie  will  find  that,  although  the  fact  of  \\iv progrftaive 
grmclh  of  science  will  be  eMablisbed,  yet,  Ibe  world's  historic  page  will 
present  to  bim  many  inequalities,  and  some  very  dark  and  drearv  spuis.  He 
will  find  thai  ihe  muses  nave  often  had  to  change  their  seats,  and  have  al- 
ways Bed  from  turmoil  and  bloodshed  to  the  retired  shades  and  arcadiaii 
groves  of  their  favourite  votaries. 

'*  There  is  little  doubt,  but  that  the  aiinple  babili  and  diet  of  the  earlier 
inhabitants  of  oar  earth, 

"  Their  rood  tha  fituU,  Itirir  drink  tbe  erjaUl  rill," 
tended  to  endue  them  with  robust  and  healthy  frames,  while  their  freedom 
from  exciting  passions,  and  all  the  tumult  of  moie  civilized  and  modern 
limes,  eiernpted  them  from  many  diseases  which  after  generainm*  were 
doomed  to  suffer.  By  dei;rees,  however,  for  mutual  protectign  at  first,  per- 
haps, to  defend  themselves  from  Ihe  prowling  wolf  or  rapacious  lion,  they 
congregated  together,  and  submitted  themselvea  to  laws  for  the  comfort  ana 
good  of  ihe  whole.  With  the  blessings  of  peace  and  personal  security,  they 
soon  found,  however,  cummiagled  the  seeds  of  disease  and  premature  death. 
The  former  so  increased  in  number,  that  the  fable  of  Pandora's  box  becain* 
a  fit  emblem  of  their  situation ;  hope  alone  remaining  to  cheer  them  amid 
their  sorrows." 

Dr.  J.  M.  WarretCi  fthinopUulic  Operation:'' 
The  pamphlet  before  us  contains  the  details  of  three  cases  of  Rhinoplas- 
lic  operations  executed  by  this  skilful  surgeon— (he  worthy  descendant  of 
one  whose  surgical  reputation  is  Dot  oonfined  either  to  New  England  or  to 
this  country.  We  shall  extract  Ibe  aecoaot  of  his  second  case,  inaimneh  as 
it  was  performed  not  after  tbe  usual  method,  but  after  the  strictly  Taliaco- 
tiaa — the  graft  not  being  obtained,  however,  from  the  pan  meotioaed  by 
Hud  i  bras. 

"Case  II.— The  yottng  man  who  was  the  subject  of  this  operation  bad 
been  affected  for  fifteen  years  with  a  very  iroobleaome  disease,  which  bear* 
many  of  the  marks  presented  by  what  has  usually  been  described  under  that 
form  of  lupus,  which  proves  destructive  by  iniersiilial  absorption.  The 
commencement  of  this  affection  was  by  a  spot  on  tbe  very  lip  of  the  nose, 
which  gradually  extended,  becoming  finallj  of  a  livid  red  colour,  and  hav- 
ing its  surface  covered  by  namerovs  elevations  of  a  tubercular  appearaixe. 

'  Rhinoplastic  OperstJoni,  with  (oina  remarks  on  the  Aato[Ja«tic  Methods  iMDallj 
Bdo[>led  for  tbe  rettorilion  i>f  parU  lat  bv  acoident  or  diaemie.  By  J.  Mason  Warren, 
M.  IX  (Repnblisbed  from  tha  DoMon  Hediotl  iitd  aargieal  JouriMl.)  8v».  pp.  28. 
BoalM,184U. 
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In  his  ordiniry  tuie  of  health,  aod  when  perrecily  quiet,  ihe  odIjt  » 
in  ibe  uSVcted  pan  was  that  of  an  unc on Ibr labia  beat  aod  itchiogi  bjt  on 
tbe  aljgbiest  derangement  of  the  s^slem,  and  upon  any  e  lira  ordinary  exer- 
lion,  particularly  wliea  engaged  id  bis  ordinary  occupations,  wbjcb  are 
those  ol'a  rarmer,  an  inieose  burning  and  ^Hinging  tentaiion  was  produced 
not  ooly  in  the  noae  itself,  hut  emending  to  the  sunoimding  inleguineots, 
aod  this  often  to  ininpportable  as  to  oblige  him  to  desist  from  hia  work,  and 
bare  recouise  lo  some  cold  topical  application,  in  order  lo  gain  a  temporary 
relief.  He  has  gone  tbtaugh  a  great  variety  of  irealment,  continued  for  a 
sumber  of  years,but  without  the  Ellghlest  alleviatioa  to  his  sufferings.  A 
year  since  be  bad  i  causlie  application  made  to  the  purl,  which  destroyed 
the  »kin  for  the  apace  of  ond  or  twu  linei),  and  tlie  subjacent  caitilage,  the 
greater,  port  too  of  tbe  disease  letnaining  undisturbed. 

'-  He  came  to  Boston  under  these  circuinsiances,  deiertnined  to  hare  the 
part  removed,  and  tbe  loss  of  substance  supplied  by  the  Taliacoiiao  opera- 
tion. Ai  this  period  the  nose  had  a  rery  pinched  appearance,  tbe  skin  be- 
ing of  an  intense  red  lowarda  the  lip,  and  haring  in  its  substance  a  number 
of  bard,  lubercular  bodiei.  A  sligbi  redness  extended  over  the  ala  nasi  of 
the  right  side.  In  the  centre  was  a  depression  and  loss  of  aubataoce,  where 
the  caustic  application  bad  been  made. 

"  He  was  saea,  previoas  to  the  operation,  by  a  number  of  medical  genile- 
meD  well  informed  io  tbe  diagnosis  of  diseases  of  the  skiu,  and  tbe  only 
name  nbich  could  be  given  to  this  affection  was  that  which  has  been  al- 
ready staled;  though  it  differed  materially  from  lupus  in  many  particulars, 
especially  in  its  long-continued  freedom  from  ulceration,  tbe  great  nuffering 
attending  it,  and  the  absence  of  any  affection  of  tbe  mucous  membrane  of 
I  he  nose. 

"  Tbe  operation  was  performed  on  the  Sth  of  April,  in  presence  of  Dr. 
Salisbury,  Dr.  Qordon,  Dr.  MifBio,  and  some  other  medical  gentlemen.' 
The  disease,  which  extended  up  as  fat  as  the  nasal  bones,  was  very  caie- 
Tully  removed,  and  the  cartilages  below,  not  destroyed  by  the  caustic,  found 
10  be  in  a  perfectly  healthy  slate. 

"Tbe  dimensions  of  the  Bap  necessary  to  supply  (his  loss  of  substance 
were  now  carefully  taken,  and  marked  out  oo  the  fore-arm.  The  traces 
were  made  on  the  radial  side  of  the  left  arm,  about  two  inches  from  the 
styloid  process  of  tbe  radius,  and  extended  over  to  the  space  midway  be- 
tween the  bones  of  the  fore  arm.  This  flap  was  dissected  up,  including, 
with  the  skin,  the  subcutaneous  cellutnf  membrane,  aod  was  secured  in  its 
new  situation,  in  contact  with  the  face,  by  means  of  five  points  of  the  inter- 
rupted suture,  tbe  arm  being  Grmly  fixed  in  this  position  by  appropriate 
bandages.  An  elastic  tube  was  given  to  the  patient,  to  us*  whenever  he 
required  to  take  nourisluneiil — the  mouth  being  so  covered  up  as  to  prevent 
food  being  directly  introduced  into  it.  He  was  placed  in  bed,  atid  suppoited 
in  a  sitting  posture  by  means  of  a  common  bed-chair. 

"I  saw  him  in  the  evening,  and  found  him  much  less  disturbed  than  could 
have  been  expected,  considering  Ihe  very  restrained  position  which  it  was 
necessary  for  him  lo  maintain. 

"  On  tbe  fullowiug  day,  Ihe  9th,  there  waa  some  appearance  of  eryaipeli- 
lous  inQammation  on  tbe  bridge  of  the  nose  ;  be  had  been  pretty  quiet,  and 
had  slept  a  little,  hot  required  constant  watching  to  prevent  liim  from  slip- 
ping down  and  doubling  bimaelf  irp  io  the  bed,  to  which  there  was  a  con- 
stant tendency.  He  complained  much  of  a  want  of  solid  support  to  tbe 
elbow,  and  for  this  purpose  a  wooden  apparetus  was  coostructea  and  placed 
across  the  bed.  whKh  served  as  ■  firm  resting  place  for  the  arm,  and  ena- 
bled him  to  maintain  more  easily  the  proper  position.  The  pulse  was  60, 
and  throughout  the  whole  perioa  of  his  confinement  il  remained  belowibe 
ordioary  standard.  On  ibe  lOtb  be  complained  less  of  bis  arm,  but  was  ei- 
eeedingiy  restless.  Duriiig  the  day  be  waa  removed  to  an  easy  chair,  and 
tbe  change  afforded  great  relief. 
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"  The  stale  of  ihini!*  variei]  lirite  from  iba(  alreaity  Oescribed  until  ihe  5ib 
dif,  Ihe  ptriod  apiwintcd  for  arparaiing  the  conoeciion  between  theatm 
■nd  face.  On  (his  day  (he  base  of  (he  Bap  waa  divided,  and  a  perfect  sdbe- 
(ioD  was  perceived  (o  hare  (akeD  place  between  ihe  pans  which  bad  been 
placed  iu  apposition. 

"The  wound  in  the  arm  was  dressed, and  asmBll  portion  of  the  shin  whieh 
yrojeeteil  bonod  down  in  its  place  by  adhesive  iiraps.  The  irregular  por- 
tioosof  skin  being  removed,  a  slight  compietsioo  was  exercised  on  the 
edges  around  (be  nos(rils,  by  means  of  small  strips  of  adhesive  plasiei. 

"  The  arm,  on  being  relieved  from  i(s  confinement,  was  at  first  somewhat 
stiff,  but  no(  so  painful  as  miglit  have  beeo  eipeeled,  and  wha(  was  no(  a 
Utile  curious,  obsiinaiely  refused  to  be  raised  up  again  (o  tbeposKioo  i(  had 
so  long  unwillingly  occupied.  This,  in  a^rea(  measure,  arose  from  a  loss 
of  power  in  The  flexor  muscles,  from  wan(  of  exercise  of  itieii  func(iaDa ;  in 
(be  course  of  a  few  days,  however,  it  regained  its  healthy  state  of  feelipg 
and  nioiion. 

"By  ihe  20ih  of  April  the  newly  iranspianled  skin  had  coD(rac(ed  to 
nearly  the  natural  size,  tbe  line  of  union  wiih  the  skin  of  (he  DOSe  was  per- 
fectly lineal,  all  the  abrupt  and  useless  portions  of  skin  on  the  lower  edg« 
of  the  nose  had  sloughed  off,  leaving  a  perfectly  even  and  rounded  edge  to 
Ihe  nostrils. 

"On  tbe  S)3d  I  was  surprised,  on  removing  the  green  cot  which  covered 
ibe  dressings,  to  find  that  (he  whole  cuticle  of  the  restored  part  had  peeled 
off,  leaving  the  surlace  quite  raw  and  covered  by  the  green  coiouTing  matter 
of  the  silk.  This  at  first  seemed  a  circumstaQce  destined  to  embarrass  the 
ease  and  prolong  the  period  of  recovery,  but  in  its  (Frminatiun  proved  of  ma- 
terial beoefi( ;  a  slight  auppuratioo  commenced,  which  hrough(  down  (he 
tkio  (o  a  natural  thickness,  and  rounded  off,  in  the  most  perfect  manner, 
every  inequality  on  its  surface,  and  seemed  also  10  melt  the  skin  into  the 
adjacent  integuments  eo  as  almost  to  destroy  the  traces  of  the  transrer** 
line  of  union.  A  new  cuticle  rapidly  formed,  and  by  the  end  of  the  month 
he  was  quite  well,  and  was  presented  at  one  of  the  meetings  of  the  Society 
for  Medical  Improvement.  The  oewly  restored  part  still  remaina  some- 
what wanting  in  colour,  but  in  all  probability  by  exposure  to  air  and  luo,  it 
will  soon  assume  the  appeaiance  of  the  surrounding  integuments.  Even 
now  it  requires  that  attention  should  be  particularly  directed  to  the  part,  to 
show  that  any  operation  has  ever  been  performed." 

"  Shuilly  after  the  above  was  written,  tbe  patient  having  exposed  himtalf 
to  the  sun  during  a  walk  out  of  town,  experienced  considerable  itching  in 
the  right  ala  of  the  nose,  where,  it  will  be  remembered,  there  was  a  slight 
redness  remaining.    He  came  to  me,  very  desirous  to  have  the  skin  of  this 

Cirt  at  once  removed  as  he  greatly  feared  that  he  might  be  troubled  wi(h  it 
ereafler.  He  was  also  anxious  that  the  experiment  should  be  tried  of  cut- 
ting a  piece  of  skin  from  the  atm  and  immediately  placing  it  in  the  wound 
to  supply  the  loss  of  substance.  Although  1  did  not  consider  (his  part  of 
tbe  operation  necessary,  as  ihe  wound,  in  all  probability,  would  have  filled 
up  by  the  granulating  process,  [  yielded  to  bis  desire  and  made  the  ailempl. 
The  akin  covering  the  ala  nasi  was  removed  so  as  to  leave  no  appearance 
of  redness  remainiog,  aod  a  piece  of  skin  being  imtnediaiely  dissected  from 
(he  fore-arm,  was  confined  in  the  wound  by  means  of  lint  moistened  jn 
blood,  which  aoawered  a  much  better  purpose  ibao  the  common  adhesive 
plaster. 

"  On  removing  tbe  dressing,  at  the  end  of  four  days,  a  perfect  ouion  was 
found  to  have  taieti  place." 
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MISCELLANEOUS  NOTICES. 

Conntlicnl  Afedicat  Sfviely.— At  rbe  hat  meeting  or  ihe  aociciy  held  on 
tb«  I3tb  or  Mar,  1840,  Dr.  Silai  Fuller  wai  eUcled  Pietidenl,  Dr.  B. 
Mi^ldlebrock,  ^ice  PreiidtJtt ;  Dr.  Archibald  WeUh,  Secretary,  »oi  Dr. 
Luther  Tickaor,  Treaturer. 

Louisville  Medical  Instllule. — Tbe  aniiual  calalogoe  gives  the  namea 
and  addresies  of  204  Biudenta,  wbo  aiteoded  ibia  insiiiuiiDa  duiiog  the  lost 
aetiion.  At  tbe  commencenieDl,  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicioe  waa  con- 
ferred OD  39  (Fentlemeo ;  alVer  trhich  a  "  few  wordt  of  inipreasiTe  exborta- 
(ion"  were  giveD  to  the  grnduate*  by  Judf^e  Bowan,  Presideoi  of  the  Board 
of  Manager* ;  ihii  was  followed  by  a  more  extended  "  Doctorate  Addreti" 
from  Profeuor  Drake- 


Preparalioiu  in  Anatomy,  Pdlhulogu,  and  Natural  Hiitory,  including 
anAceoHiU  of  a  New  Procat  of  Embalming.  By  I.  N.  Ciannal,  Parte, 
18J8.     Tranttated  from  the  /VeiicA,  vitk  note'e  and  additioiu,  by  It. 


Harlan,  M.  D.    Philadelphia,  1840. 

Tbis  work  contaios  valuable  and  iaiereeliag  matter  both  for  the  general 
reader  and  medical  student. 

To  a  general  hiaiorr  of  the  rariout  meiboda  adopted  bjr  different  natioaa, 
for  embalming  the  bodies  of  animals,  is  added  a  detailed  account  of  anato- 
mical preparaiions  and  injections  both  in  a  dried  and  fluid  ttale.  Tbe  in- 
furmaliun  offered  in  ibeie  piKes  could  only  be  obtained  bf  referring  to  tht 
works  ol  numerous  Buihora,  aoroe  of  ibeni  rery  eipensive,  and  ottiera  not  to 
be  bad  in  ibis  country  at  all, 

A  personal  acquaintance  wiib  Mr.  Qanoal,  and  a  careful  exemiaaiion  of 
the  curious  objects  contained  in  bis  museum,  preserved  by  the  new  process, 
enables  the  translator,  to  estimate  at  tbeir  irae  value,  tbe  ezient  and  appli- 
caiioD  of  (he  discovery. 

The  original  work  consists  of  an  ocrnvo  of  34S  pages,  and  costs  id  Paria 
one  dollar.    Tbe  translaiion,  with  additions,  will  be  sold  at  %\  £!5. 
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From  Dr.  IFeIcA— Proceedings  of  tbe  President  and  Fellows  of  the  Con- 
necticut Medical  Society,  in  conTcniioD,  May,  1840,  with  a  list  ofihe  mem- 
bers of  the  society.    8to.  pp.  12.     Harifotd,  1840. 

From  Mr.  Mercer,  Z./6ran'aR.— Annual  Catalogue  of  the  Officers,  Stu- 
dents and  OraduBtes  of  the  Medical  Insiiiste  of  Louisville,  for  1839-40. 
8vo.  pp.  16.    Louisville,  1840. 

Fron  aome  other  eource. — The  same. 

From  the  vlitfAor.— Rhinoplastic  Operations,  Sic.  By  J.  Mason  Warren, 
M.  D.   (See  Bibliographical  Notices.) 
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For  ih«  Amirlcan  Hedicil  IntdlifsDnr. 

Abt.  l— contributions  to  thoracic  pathology. 

BT  Q.  W.  eOERBTLER,  M.  D.,  OP  LAMCASTBR,  OHIO. 

r^ncMtter,  Jbh  3,  lUQ. 
1  was  reqaesled  a  Tew  moolhi  ago,  b^  Doct.  Har,  ■  very  intelligent  youn; 
praciiiioner,  lo  visit  Mr.  Locker,  more  oa  aecouDl  of  tome  "anorualonB 
irmptoma"  than  ibe  apparent  illoeM  of  tbe  man.  Locker,  aged  27,  airoDg 
and  athletic,  aerer  baTing;  been  aick,  wbilai  engaged  in  tbe  vocation  of  clear- 
iog:  bis  fami,  whs  suddenly  leized  with  violent  pain  in  bis  left  side — he  re- 
tired to  his  "log  cabin,"  and  in  s  few  momema  so  violent  a  fit  of  suffocation 
came  uo  as  to  ifareiteo  rapid  eitinetion  of  life.  Uoct.  Har  was  sent  for,  and 
described  to  me  the  patient's  aiile  as  foilowe: — great  and  alarming  dyspncBa 
— skin  cold  and  shriveled — profuse  leakage  from  the  surface,  with  a  circn- 
lalion  slow  bul  almost  iuipercepiible.  The  exhibition  of  stinulanis  inter- 
Baity  and  exleraally  alleviated  the  daiiger  for  tbe  lime.  The  next  day  ibe 
Doctor  found  the  left  chest  dull  on  percussion,  and  heard  distinctly  tbe 
dropping  of  liquid  upon  change  of  position.  Locker  Infotmed  the  DWetOt 
that  when  seized  in  his  Geld  be  beard  someibing  crack  in  hia  che»t,and  then 
felt  the  trickling  of  fluid.  On  my  visit  four  days  sfier  his  seizure,  we  found 
the  iotrgnments  over  the  aaterior  surface  of  the  left  ehest  fedeniatoot,  ex- 
tending to  ih*  neck— (he  veins  of  the  skin  full  and  turgid— left  side  one 
inch  larger  than  right — iotercostat  spaces  not  obliterated— percussion  dull 
over  left  chest  throughout  tbe  infra-mamniary  region,  anterior,  lateral  and 
posterior — upper  portion  clear  and  strongly  manifesting  the  existence  of  rh 
— the  line  of  demarcation  between  the  dinerence  of  resonance  most  elecrljr 
defined  by  the  nipple.  On  changing  the  patient  to  Ibe  left  side  tbe  Quid 
was  distinctly  heard  by  all  in  tbe  room,  indeed  it  could  be  heard  four  feel 
from  tbe  bed,  giving  precisely  the  sound  of  water  poured  out  of  o  bottle- 
heart  occupying  the  right  cavilv  immediately  under  the  mamma — its  cOD- 
tnelions  undisturbed— first  and  second  sounds  clearly  heard.  Tbe  left 
lung  above  the  mamma  giving  the  morbidly  clear  sound  of  pneumothorax-^ 
vesicular  mumur  in  this  portion  audible — bronchial  rftle  'absent:  In  all 
the  region  below  the  mamma  nnllily  of  respiration — cough  and  vOtce  slightly 
metallic.  Right  chest— clavicular  region— bronchial  rile- vesico tar  naw- 
mnr  distinct — respiration  somewhat  pnerile:  infra-mammary  region,  vert* 
cnlar  murmur  very  inaudible- slight  sibilaul  sound.  Here  we  have  all  the 
physical  signs  of  n  triple  lesion — the  pneumothorax  uoeijuivocal  and  tba 
effusion  palpable — yet  this  man  bad  no  premoniiious  of  disease — up  10  the 
morning  of  (he  attack  he  was  in  good  health,  and  then  only  complainsd  cf  n 
feeling  of  weakness  until  bis  seizure  io  the  afternoon. 
Tbe  treatment  iasiitated  and  coalinned  was  hydngogue  catbartica— sttici 
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diet  and  perfect  qaieiode — the  meial  wiih  sqaills  was  flonllr  given  oal'il  bis 
gums  were  touched  ;  in  four  weeka  he  recovered — (he  heart  is  in  tiiu — lungs 
resonant,  and  health  perfect.  I  full  well  know  that  recovery  from  pneumo- 
thorax with  empyema  is  questioned,  sod  the  chaacei  ate  toGnilely  against 
it ;  bui  (hii  case  would  show  the  possibiliiy. 

O.  W.  BOEKSTt^R. 


la  many  casen,  most  of  ibem  old  both  in  standing  and  trealmeni,  I  hare 
found  the  iodine  a  most  efficacious  remedy  for  those  disorders  of  the  excer- 
ncnt  system  which  aSeci  the  skin,  especially  (he  vesicular  and  pustulona 
kinds.  Such  being  my  eiperieoce,  I  feel  desirous  of  having  the  practice 
leated  under  the  observation  of  others,  with  a  view  (o  its  being  rendered 
more  extensively  useful. 

Sometimes,  in  mild  cases  and  untainted  conslitutlous,  the  iodine  may  be 
used  ioleinally  without  assistance;  but,  on  ail  occasion^  its  external  Sp- 
.plicaiion  requires  to  be  accompanied  by  a  course  of  medicines  capable  of 
acliog  on  the  skin,  bowels,  and  kidneys,  so  as  lo  improve  iheir  functions  bjr 
its  salutary  effects. 

As  the  DosuJogy  of  these  diseases  must  b«  familiarly  known,  it  will  be 
auEQcient  here  to  denote  iti  a  simple  enutne ration  such  of  ihem  as  have 
yielded  to  the  iodine  under  my  iastructioas.  These,  then,  iit  Dr.  Oood's 
nomenclature,  are — 

Enormia  lichen.— For  such  nf  ihe  lichenous  rasbea  as  prevail  in  this  cli- 
mate, the  iodine  should  be  exhibited  internally  with  alteratives ;  and  exler- 
Dallv,  In  a  tepid  or  warm  solution. 

Ex.  prurigo. — For  the  pruriginous  rashes,  the  external  iodinated  applica- 
tions should  possess  coosiderahle  energy,  and  be  oRen  applied  ;  uith  the  ia- 
lernal  remedies,  a  proportion  of  henbane,  hemlock,  or  other  anodyne,  may 
be  combined. 

Lfpidotit  pityriatia. — For  tbe  dandriffs  and  branny  scales,  the  iodinated 
lotions  must  be  regulated  in  strength  acrording  lo  tbe  palienl's  age :  the  ao- 
loiion  of  magnesia,  with  carmin&tires,  will  conduce  to  their  efficiency. 

Lep.  pMoriatie. — The  dry  scales  require  frequent  ablutions  with  tbe  rem- 
edy )■  a  vigorous  form,  and  its  powers  may  be  assisted  by  a  general  warm 
bath  in  saliaa  mineral  water,  artificially  atrengthened  with  an  iodinated  im- 
preg  nation. 

EepMynU  pompholj/x. — The  waterblebs,  particularly  when  large,  yield 
more  readily  when  friction  and  generous  tonics  accompany  the  tt^ical  ap- 
plications. 

Ecph.  herpea.—Foi  shingles,  riogwoTm,  and  the  tettery  vesicles,  tbe 
iodine,  both  in  solution  aDif  ointment,  applied  actively,  will  be  maleriall|r 
assisted  by  the  occasional  interchange  of  ;)oultiees  and  emollient  erabroc*-' 
tions,  for  the  removal  of  crusts. 

Ecph.  rhypia. — Blnios  are  best  prevented  from  degeneraiing  into  sordid 


r  an  energetic  constitutional  Ireat- 

EcjA.  ecxenso.— Heat-spots,  with  their  clustering  vesicles,  resist  the 
iodine  less  obstinately  when  it  is  attended  by  a  nourse  of  cooling  altera- 
tives, and  a  weekly  warm  bath  in  mineral  water,  wherein  the  chlorides 
predor' 
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Eepyeti*  impelif^o.—AM  the  mDoiag  scalls  have  yielded  to  (he  iodioated 
treaiineni,  and  (his  proves  moM  suceeMral  when  (he  external  applicM(infia 
are  very  Trirqueni,  but  so  modified  aa  (o  stimulBte  the  poMules  without  Ib< 
dociof;  excessive  irriiation  ;  in  these  aRectioDs,  ihe  coaMitultonal  alieraod 
should  be  as  energetic  as  the  (fsiem  will  adini(. 

Ecpy.  parri^a: — The  rarious  scabby  scalls  require  the  ■(Tongesl  (opJeal 
applications  of  iodioe  freely  and  assiduously  repeated,  with  such  a  syatemB' 
lie  JDiernal  use  of  the  medicine  as  to  promote  its  dJBbsioo  (hruu^b  the  cir-' 
eulatin^  fluids;  for  aacerlainiag  (his  effect,  the  urine  may  be  aubmilied  (O 
aaitable  tests. 

Erpy.  ecthyma. — For  the  papulous  scalls,  the  local  applicatioDi  mast  be 
adapted  to  the  irritability  of  the  system;  but  (he  iodine  may  be  admiois- 
(ered  Id  free  eombinaiioa  with  (onic  alieratiTes,  so  as  to  purify  and  iovigo* 
rate  the  coDstitu(ion. 

Ecpy.  leabiee. — For  the  itches,  in  all  (heir  fillhv  forms,  the  iodioe  will  be 
found  an  acdve  and  aliDos(  certain  specific ;  it  kills  the  parasite  which  on- 
gioaies  the  disease  :  the  milder  cases  will  yield  to  an  iodinated  loiion  fre- 
quenily  applied,  a(  the  (empera(ure  most  agreeable  to  Ihe  patient's  ffelioga. 

Mali*,  the  ctitaneont  '^ inverminationP — Fur  the  raot(  troublesotne  kind 
of  pedicular  disease,  the  undiluted  (inc(Qre  of  iodine  constitutes  a  powerful 
and  certain,  but  not  disagreeable  remedy  ;  i(  should  be  con(iQued  for  some 
lime  after  the  animalcules  hare  disappeared,  so  as  (o  insure  (he  destrticlto* 
of  their  eggs. 

Four  forms  of  iodinated  medicine — Tinctnra  lodinii  Composita,  Uoruen- 
tam  lodinii  compositum,  poiassii  iodidum,  and  liquor  polassii  composittis--~ 
were  employed  in  treating  the  cutaneous  alTecIions  here  specified  ;  (he  two 
former,  as  external  appticatloas ;  the  two  laiier,  iuiernaily  as  alteratires. 
The  tinctnre  may  be  applied  (o  the  .worst  par(s  io  succession,  in  a  coaeen- 
traled  or  diluted  ttate,  by  aDoin(iDg  them  with  i(  on  a  rea(heT  or  hair  pencil 
thrice  ia  the  day,  or  ofiener,  as  indicated;  and  at  bed-time  they  should  be 
carefully  ameared  with  (he  otD(men(,  i(s  proporiion  being  regulated  by  (heir 
teikderness  and  extent.  In  the  morning  there  will  be  ndvantage  in  gently 
washing  (hem  with  tepid  water  and  soap,  before  peoeiling  them  with  the 
liocture  ;  and  at  night,  about  twice  in  the  week,  (hey  may  be  covered  over 
■he  oJo(meot,  wi(b  a  common  emo1liFn(  poultice  ;  this  removes  (he  iocrua- 
laiions  ou  their  becoming  firm,  and  soo(hes  (he  lores  when  (hey  happen  (o 
be  congested  and  painful. 

For  ao  atietaiive  medicine,  the  iodide  of  po(assiuni  ot  its  compound  soto- 
lion  may  be  administered  twice  in  the  day,  in  a  bitter  or  other  vehicle,  with 
the  aperients  always  at  night.  Wilh  these,  the  disulphate  of  quina  or  some 
prenaraiioD  of  iron,  and  occasionally,  though  seldom,  the  blue  pill  or  eal«- 
mel,  with  ipecacuan  or  other  diaphoretic,  may  be  exhibited  Io  differen(  com- 
biaatioDs.  At  this  place,  aud  without  improprie(y,  (he  quesdoii  may  be 
raised  as  legards  the  properties  and  eflecis  here  ascribed  (o  iodina(cd  medi- 
cioe  ;  ma*  ihey  not  belong  more  properly  (o  the  other  active  remedies  sim- 
utianeousW  administered  ?  Wi(haut  the  iodine,  however,  these  do  not  prove 
equally  eticieni ;  and,  moreover,  their  results  are  uneenaio,  generally  im- 
perfc-ct,  ofiea  unprofitable,  even  when  asaociated  with  ihe  usual  tupiod 
Hpplicatiuns. 

There  is  this  advaatage  in  (he  exhibition  of  iodine  for  (he  before-raeO' 
tioned  diseases,  (ha(,  when  iheconsliluiion  remains  sound  or  lilde  impaired, 
wi(h  tbe  alimentary  sys(em  healthy,  a  free  external  application  of  the  medi- 
cine will  effect  a  cure,  without  assistance  from  other  remedies.  Although 
injarious  effects  have  some(imes,  though  not  oAen,  superveaed  duriog-tne 
administration  of  iodine,  ye(,  on  such  oceasiona,  the  inconveDienee  or  cuf- 
fering  should  rather  be  aacribed  to  an  indiscriminate  use  of  (he  diug,  and  to 
the  uegleci  of  guarding  pa(ien(s  from  (he  liabilities  of  peculiar  eoastiiutiona. 
Iodinated  medicines  have  been  liberally  prescribed  by  me,  in  huodreda  of 
eaaes ;  oerertkeleaa,  not  more  ibau  one  mslaoce  of  uDfarourable  symplonia 
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ku  oeeurred,  and  these  bappeoed  to  ■  toud^  hysterical  female  while  beiiw 
tfeated  fgr  a  broochocele  or  "  Tull  neck."  She  was  natanllT  endowed  witG 
much  irritabijity  of  ibe  oeitous  ■jrirem  ;  and  rbi*,  by  her  miainaiia^ement 
of  the  rcmcdiet,  wai  rendered  the  aoutce  of  dutreasing  mascuUr  jerltiaga  in 
the  heart,  face,  and  eilremitiea. 

Except  on  very  delicate  snrraces,  or  where  the  skio  i*  abraded,  the  iodine 
excites  only  a  transieDi  smaniog,  and  this  rery  seldom  becomei  levere: 
should  the  pain  frow  intense,  as  a  casual  exception,  the  parts  iboiild  be 
carefully  fomented  with  warm  water,  which  will  miiigaie  the  lymplomi,  by 
diluiinfc  or  partially  remoTiug  the  medicine.  Usually  the  iodine  produeea 
dry  scalei  or  crusi^  without  corrosioo  of  textures.  On  inspecting  the  parts 
suojected  to  tls  aclion,  the  obierrer  will  perceire,  with  ibe  aasistance  of  his 
microscope,  the  imposaibiliiy  of  iheir  being  able  to  propagate  the  disease  bv 
eonlagion.  If  their  morbid  slate  is  caused  by  s  palpable  subtiaoce,  ibis  win 
be  destroyed ;  if  ii  is  an  impalpable  essence,  its  erolution  will  he  couraier' 
acted  by  the  topical  iodinated  applications. 

When  ringworm,  ibe  scalls,  and  other  "  outbreaks"  on  the  bead,  are  be- 
ing treated,  the  hair  should  be  cooaianily  kept  as  short  as  possible,  by  cul- 
ling it  frequently  wiib  ibin  bladed  scissors  :  in  many  respects,  this  method 
u  preferable  to  that  of  shaving  the  parts  with  a  razor.  Hair  and  ofganie 
textures  gel  a  yellow  tinge  from  the  aetion  of  iodine;  but  after  iis  discon- 
tiaaaoce,  they  soon  and  completely  recover  their  nainral  colour. 

Theie  ia  good  reason,  from  eiiensive  obserralion  and  analogy,  for  coo- 
elttding  thai,  under  suitable  modifications,  the  iodine  will  prove  an  effectual 
remedy  for  nearly  all  the  cutaneous  disorders,  particularly  ibose  which  de- 
rive their  local  source  and  suppoit  fiom  anitnalcular  depredations.  At  tb« 
■ame  time,  everj  aileulion  ia  esseniially  requisite,  that  proper  internal  ap- 
;Jiaacca  be  instituted,  with  the  twofold  object  of  preTentiog  a  recession  of 
the  superficial  maladjr  to  a  deep-seated  struciare,  andof  suitainiog  the  func- 
tions of  vital  organs  in  a  slate  of  vigorous  activity. 

Without  adducing  evidence  in  support  of  the  statement,  on  the  present 
oecasioD,  my  belief  is,  that  roost  uftbe  vesicular  and  pustulous  eruptions  on 
iha  skin,  are  produced  and  piopagated  by  the  "  i n verm i nation"  and  incuba- 
tion of  animalcules,  derived  from  the  almospheie  and  disseminated  by  con- 
tagion. Mv  suggestion  is,  thai  patience  and  attentive  obeervatios  be  exer- 
cised in  enoeavouring,  with  iodlnated  medicine,  to  secure  the  extirpation  of 
these  parasites  and  their  eggs  from  ibeir  burrows  in  the  cutaneous  stme- 
tore ;  and  my  bope  is,  ijat,  at  no  distant  period,  these  delcstsble  inttndera 
will  be  detected  by  ibe  ingenuity  and  ^Tseverance  of  pathologists  experi- 
eoocd  in  the  processes  of  microscopical  investigation. 


Anr.  III.— EXSTROPHY  OP  THE  BLADDER. 

BT  JOBBPH  CORTIB.' 

[The  following  use  of  monstrosity  by  defect  is  exactly  like  the  two  eases 
rHwted  to  in  the  Brat  volume  of  the  "  Intelligencer,"  which  are  still  in 
Philadelphia.  We  are  persuaded  that  Ibe  malformation  is  of  more  fre<]uenl 
oecurrepee  than  is  generally  imagined.  All  the  cases,  it  will  be  observed, 
ate  strikingly  alike.  Mr.  Curtis  is  evidently  not  aware,  that  the  case  be  baa 
Ascribed  is  one  of  Exstrophy  of  the  Bladder,  for  he  has  entitled  it  "  Cod- 
genital  deficiency  of  the  urinary  bladder ;  partial  nonclosure  of  the  linea 
alba;  with  epispadias."— En.] 

Sir — Seeing  iniha  Lancet  of  last  week  theaccouniof  a  case  of  congenital 
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defieiencT  or  the  nrinary  bladder,  I  am  indoced  lo  leiid  yon  the  fol)oiiin{ 
tiateiupnt  of  a  similar  defect: — 

January  27,  1840,  Mr.  Welcbman,  m;  aasistant,  atleoded  a  yoang  wmnaii 
doriDg  her  coDfiDemeni  tvith  her  first  child.  The  iaraot  appeared  faealtby, 
but  at  ibe  lower  pari  of  the  abdomen  was  a  tumour,  which  presented  an 
irregalar  lobulaied  appeaiance;  it  was  eorered  with  a  mucous  membrane, 
and  near  its  eeolre  were  two  depressions,  from  which  the  urine  ooied. 
These  were  probablf  the  mouths  of  the  ureter*.  Tbe  penis  was  at  finl 
loraewfaat  longer  than  usual,  but  has  sioce,  as  well  as  (he  tumour,  miioli 
diminished  in  size.  The  corpus  caTernosum  and  glans  penis  are  wall 
formed,  but  there  is  do  prepuce.  Along  the  dorsum  of  the  organ  is  a  groore 
baring  the  appearance  of  the  urethra,  slit  open,  and  eitendiog  the  whole 
leogih  of  the  penis,  bat  there  is  no  meatus.  Tbe  scrotum  aod  testicles  are 
DttnraL  The  child  appeared  from  irritation  to  waste  for  the  firat  moal^ 
but  by  aliention  has  recovered,  and  is  now  doiug  well. 

JOBEFS  CcHTia. 
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Paine'*  Medical  and  PkgtMogical  CiimneHtarie$.* 
la  ihe  present  period  of  stagnation  of  literature— not  medical  only,  but 
general — it  is  consolatory  to  see  any  one  have  tbe  hardihood  to  publish  two 
handsome  and  eiteusiie  Tolomes  lite  those  before  us.  The  circumsiaDce 
eihibiis,  oa  the  part  of  the  author  and  the  publishers,  a  conGdeace,  whieft 
we  hope  will  not  be  diaappoiated,  and  which  we  can  conQdently  say,  aflet 
a  perusal  of  several  portions  of  the  interesting  coaieou  of  tbe  rolomea— ' 
onght  not  to  be  so. 

The  work  consists  of  s  leries  of  essays  respectively  entitled,  1.  The  vital 
poweri;  2.  Philosophy  of  the  operatJoo  of  loss  of  blood ;  3.  The  humoral 
•  pathology  ; — these  cousiiiute  the  first  volume.  The  second  is  composed  ot 
six  essays.  1.  Philosophy  of  animal  beat;  2.  Philosophy  of  digestion ;  3. 
Theories  of  iuflammaiion  j  4.  Philosophy  of  venous  congestion;  5.  Com- 
parative merits  oflhe  Hippouratic  and  eoaloinical  schools;  and  6.  On  the 
principal  writings  of  P.  Oh,  A.  Louis,  M.  D. 

It  may  be  said,  that  many  of  these  subjects  are  not  ofa  practical  nature; 
antl  to  those  who  regard  the  mere  pouring  of  drugs,  of  which  they  bnow 
little,  into  a  body  of  which  they  perhaps  know  less,  this  may  he  (he  fact. 
We  irast,  however,  thai  at  the  present  day,  there  are  few  such.  Some  there 
are,  who  doubt  the  utility  of  pathology,  laugh  'ai  auscultation  and  percua- 
sioQ,  and  consider  tbat  no  improveraeots  have  occurred  in  medicine  of  tate 
years— because  they  have  not  iostituied,  or  are  ignorant  of  them.  Such 
peieons,  likewise,  may  regard  the  <  isseriations  before  us  as  of  but  little  value; 
but  10  the  large  mass  of  physicians  of  ihe  day,  who  are  anxious  to  improve 
their  profession  in  the  only  way  in  which  it  can  be  legitimately  and  sig- 
nally improved — that  is  by  a  proper  attention  to  physiulogical,  pathological 
and  therapeutical  principles,  we  can  recomrnsad  them  as  essays  leplele 
with  information,  tbe  peiusal  of  which  cannot  fait  lo  expand  the  mind  aod 
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to  lead  to  Iraiik*  of  iboogltt  pregnaDt  wiib  beoeGt  to  the  profeisioiMl  reader 
hims^ir,  and,  thTough  him,  to  the  commuDiijr. 

Od  maiif  of  tin  Btibjecta,  oar  riewa  are  by  do  meaM  in  accofdanee  wiib 
those  of  Dr.  Paioe,  bat  bis  essays  have  not  beeo  the  less  welcome  on  ibat 
account.  He  is  liberal,  well  read  ;  arguioeBiaiiTe  and  candid  ;  and  his  to- 
lomes  eibibit,  thai  his  aneDlioo  baa  not  beeo  directed  merely  to  medicai 
lore ;  but  ibat  his  lilerar;  qnalilicalioDs  are  ample  aho. 
'  In  his  prefiice,  ihe  author  remarks,  "  it  may  be  thooght  that  ovt  articlea 
on  the  philosophy  of  ibe  operation  of  blood 'letting,  Ihe  pathology  of  re- 
nous  congestion,  and  the  humoral  pathology,  are  too  much  eiiended.  Bat 
aaabe  two  6rai  of  these  subjects  bare  receired  do  atteniioo  from  anlbors, 
we  felt  ii  oecesaary  to  illasttaie  out  doctrines  by  a  wide  range  of  obaerva- 

Surely,  the  intelligcDl  aatbor  does  out  mean  to  cooTey  ihe  idea,  that  be 
is  the  6rat  to  treat  of  "  the  philosophy  of  the  operation  of  blood-lelliag." 
We  admit,  that  exprofe—o  essayE  on  the  subject  are  rare  j  yet  we  had  fan- 
cied, that  we  ourselves  bad  added  an  humble  contribuiioa  on  this  subject 
■one  years  ago,  and  in  a  Tolume,  which  the  author  haa  done  us  the  honour 
10  cite,  but  which— as  respects  this  topic— has  not  attracted  bis  aitealiou, 
(Oeoeral  Therapeutics,  p.  396  to  438.)  There  aie  likewise  other  essays  to 
whieb  we  eoutd  refer  him. 

Ceriaia  of  the  author'^  opiniooa  we  shall  doabiless  have  occasion  to  ad- 
vert to  hereafter :  iu  the  meanlime,  we  advice  all  to  peruse  the  work  for 
IhemaelTea,  which  coalains  a  vast  fund  of  iafotmaiioo  agreeably  conveyed. 

JHar^aU  on  Enlisting,  by  StucAenbtrger. 
This  iaieiesiiog  work,  which  is  now  iu  course  of  reprintia;  in  the 
"  Library,"  is  from  one  of  the  moat  eiperienced  of  the  medical  oGBcers  in 
the  service  of  Great  Brilaia,  in  which  he  holds  a  distingaished  rank.  Pre- 
fatory notes  will  be  added  by  one  of  the  best  informed  and  experienced 
officers  of  our  own  navy— Dr.  Ruscheoberger- whose  additions  to  the  litera- 
ture of  bis  country  are  doubtless  familiar  loour  readers,  and  whose  aiteut  ion 
haa  oecesGaril^r  been  much  directed  to  whatever  cincerni  the  medical  de< 
partmentof  the  service  of  which  he  is  one  of  the  ablest  supports. 


HISCBLLANBOUS  NOTICB& 

JVew  Medical  Journal  in  Boston. — We  see,  by  advertisement,  ibat  it  it 
proposed  to  is^ue,  early  this  summer,  the  first  number  of  a  monthly  journal 
to  be  entitled  "  The  New  England  Journal  of  Practical  Medicine  and  Sur- 
fery."  It  will  consist,  as  u  nal,  of  original  articles,  critical  notices,  se- 
lected articles,  and  general  intelligence  ;  and  it  is  contemplated,  as  far  aa 
possible,  to  render  available  to  the  profession,  through  its  colnmas,  "  tbe 
valuable  information  that  may  be  obtained  from  the  various  public  institu- 
tions in  this  city  (Boslou)  and  vicinity." 
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The  edirors  are  H.  G.  Wiley,  M.  D. ;  and  B.  E.  Coiiinpr,  M.  D.,  "  who 
bave  been  promised  the  co-aperaiioa  and  astisUoce  of  many  of  the  leading    . 
physiciaDs  and  lurgenns  in  tbe  city." 

We  with  ibis  new  adveoturer  in  the  Geld  of  leience  erery  auceesi. 

On  the  use  of  Ihr.  eeturdial  ail  of  lurpeTititie  tn  the  treatment  ofiritit. 
— Bg  John  Foote,  Jan.  Etq.' — Mr.  Foote  believed  that  lurpenline  acl«,  in 

ihese  cases,  by  iadocine  irriutioa  io  ihe  mueou»  ra — •■ '"■'■~  ■-■—■-— 

and  urinary  canals.    He  quoies  and  sppcoTea  of  N 
for  ita  admiaigiraiion. 

».  Olei  teiebinlbinK  recli6(^a(i  ^j.  Titellum  aoius  ori ;  lere  aimtil,  el  addc 
nadalim  emulatoDi*  aniyKdalarum  jiv.,  i]rnipi  coriiciR  aurantii  Sij-i  spirilna 
uranduke  compotiii  Siet.,  olei  cinnamomi  guiiaa  Ires  vel  qualuor.  Miace; 
(umai  eoehleiria  larga  duo  lei  de  die. 

la  a  few  eatea  ir  has  been  necesMry  to  increate  tba  qaaoliiy  of  lorpeDtiiie  - 
W  aa  ounce  and  a  half  or  two  ounces  in  ibe  above  mixiure,  tbe  other  ingre-  - 
dienta  beiag  proportionally  diminished,  to  that  a  drain  and  a  half  or  two 
drams  of  it  may  bv  taken  each  time  ;  bat,  ia  geaeial,  when  adminisiered  to 
the  extent  directed  in  this  formala,  It  has  rery  seldom  indeed  failed,  ihougb 
eiteaurely  ttitd,  and  in  very  urgeoi  eases. 

Mr.  Foote  relates  five  cases,  all  of  which  occurred  at  tbe  Weaiminster. 
Ophtbalmic  Hospital.  They  tell,  more  or  leis,  in  favour  of  Ibe  medictna. 
Perhaps  the  case  we  shall  introduce  is  aa  itrong  that  way  as  any. 

Case.— Wm  Chalfont,  teut.  IS,  adaiiited  July  21,  1829,  with  syphilitic 
itiiis  of  the  eye.  He  reports  himself  to  hare  had  lores  on  the  penis  some- 
lime  since.  He  has  now  a  copper  coloured  eruption  (the  lichen  syphiliiica) 
very  pleDtifully  on  ihe  back  and  arms,  accompanied  wiih  nocturnal  pains  in 
his  shin  bones.  He  has  not  had  a  sore  throat,  Dor  has  he  taken  mercury. 
His  eye  has  heeo  inflaaed  for  three  day  a,  and  be  suffers  severe  cireum- 
orbital  pain,  eapeeially  at  tba  lower  part:  vision  is  also  considerably^  im- 
paired. The  iru  it  much  chaoged  in  colour,  and  is  immoveable :  pupil  te- 
gular: conjunctiva  inflamed.:  and  the  vessels  of  the  sclerotic  are  of  a  pink 
colour,  and  very  oaraarous  round  the  margin  of  (he  cornea,  forming  a  beaU' 
tiful  zone,  with  a  white  inner  circle  immediately  surroundios  tbe  cornea. 
».  Olei  terebiathinn  draehmam:  capiat  seger  ler  in  die, 

22d.  Has  taken  hia  mndicine  regularly:  makes  water  more  freqae  nil  y, 
but  without  any  pain  :  urine  high  coloured.  He  suffered  much  pain  in  tb«> 
«ye  last  nigbi,  from  which  he  is  now  <iaite  free.  The  iris  is  not  so  much 
4iscolonred,  but  the  vascnlerity  of  the  conjuncliva  and  sclerotica  i^  just  tbe 
same  as  yesterday.     Says  the  medicine  makes  him  feel  sirk.     CoDiiotie. 

23d.  The  circum-orbital  pain  it  as  severe  as  ever,  but  tbe  inflammation  is 
lessened  and  vision  is  improved.  He  complains  or  great  paia  ia  ille  glans 
penis  during  micturition:  uiiae  bloody  and  inrbid.  Pergat.  Hnbeat  iofu- 
aam  lint  ad  libitum. 

24tb.  Pain  round  ibe  eye  not  diminished:  the  iris  is  becoming  irregular, 
aad  more  changed  in  eolonr,  with  amall  fflobules  of  lymph  adhering  lo  its 
aarfaee.  He  has  frequent  calls  to  atnpry  the  bladder;  urine  bloody  on  void- 
ing it.  He  suffers  extreme  pain  in  (he  byposastiic  region,  eilending  also 
along  Ihe  nretbra  to  the  glans  penis.  Let  him  be  cupped  to  (en  ounces  fiom 
the  temple,  and  continue  hii  medicine. 

a5ih.  Would  not  he  cupped,  and  did  aot  lake  his  medicine  yesterday  :  ha 
sees  better,  and  does  not  cumplain  of  any  pain :  tbe  vascularity  \f  not  so 
freai:  tbe  strangury  couiinuei  aeaere.    Fergat  in  usu  olei  terebinthlns  et 

'  Traosaelions  of  .Mad.  Bat  See.  of  Loadan,  ind  Mcdioofhinirgicsl  Reviev,  April, 
ISM,  p.  487. 
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28tb.  Hada  pargalire  oo  the  96ih.  Has  not  taken  the  turpenliae  Teg:a- 
Isrtf  since  llie  last  report:  he  hat  not  any  pain  io  the  eye,  and  visioii  is 
quite  restored.  The  uiinary  orgaas  continue  highly  irritated:  the  ernpiiOQ 
h  paler.  iDsiilleiut  gnlia  aolutionis  belladoooa.  Habeai  pulveris  jalaps 
composiij  dracbmam. 

30[h.  The  siraogury  is  lessened:  the  eye  conliaaes  free  rrom  pain,  but 
the  TQscularity  Is  not  removed:  the  iris  has  nearly  regained  its  colour,  but 
i)  irregular.    Let  him  re-commence  the  turpi>atine. 

The  terebintbina  was  osed  for  a  short  lime  with  decided  adrantage  ;  he 
again  t>railled  it  too  soon,  and  was  obliged  to  resume  it.  When  discharged, 
the  redness  had  disappeared,  the  iris  bad  regained  its  nalural  coloar,  and 
the  pupil  was  regular. 

We  conceive  there  ean  be  no  doobt  that,  in  ordinary  cases  or  iritis,  calo- 
mel and  opium  ate  the  best  remedies.  But  in  certam  insiaocea  their  UM 
may  be  precluded  by  coDstitulioaal  peculiarity,  or  by  cachexia,  and  the 
knowledge  o{  another  remedy,  inleiior  though  it  may  be,  ia  uselut.  Tur- 
pentine appears  to  be  such  a  medicine.  Not  comparable,  under  commoit 
circumstances,  with  mercnry,  it  is  still  poatetsed  of  aome  degree  of  efficacy, 
and  may  at  times  be  given  with  advantage. 

Pnaecution  of  a  patient  by  Aer  doelcr  in  France.'— The  following  curi- 
ous case  afTectjag  doclort  wad  recently  decided  by  [be  court  of  cassation, 
the  highest  judicial  tribunal,  we  believe,  in  France.  It  appears  thai  Pro- 
fessor Mojon  of  Geneva  bad  in  1833  engaged  to  give  his  professional  aetvi- 
ces  to  the  Baronet§  Feuchertt  and  her  household,  during  his  entire  life,  on 
the  express  condition  that  she  agreed  to  assure  d  perpetuile  to  hini,  his  chil- 
dren, and  their  descendants  io  a  direct  line,  an  annual  sum  of  10,000  francs 
— with  the  permission  to  her  of  at  any  time  annulling  it  by  I  payment  of 
200,000  francs  at  once. 

M.  Mojon  bad  in  eonsequeoce  been  induced  to  quit  Geneva,  and  Io  take 
up  his  residence  at  Paris.  The  parties  continued  to  fulfil  their  mutual  eo- 
(ageraenls  up  Io  1637,  at  which  period  the  Baronet*,  without  assigning  any 
insons,  thought  proper  to  break  with  Ihe  doctor. 

He  cited  her  forthwith  before  Ihe  Tribunal  de  Premiere  Inttanee,  who 
at  once  decided  in  his  favour.  Tbu  Baroness  ihereupoa  appealed  to  Ihe 
Covr  Boyate  de  Parit  against  this  judgment;  but  again  she  failed;  not 
only  the  judgment  of  the  lower  court  being  confirmed,  but  all  expenses  be- 
ing allowed  to  Dr.  M. 

The  lady,  however,  was  resolved  to  try  the  cbanee  of  Uw  once  more.  So 
the  carried  the  case  before  the  highest  tribunal,  in  the  hope  of  obiaioing  the 
catiation  or  reversal  of  the  verdict.    The  grounds  of  this  appeal  were  that 


(he  engagement,  into  which  Dr.  Mojon  had  entered,  involved  a  violali 
the  1131,  1133,  and  1780  articles  of^ihe  civil  code,  in  which  it  is  ei| 
laid  down,  "  it  is  forbidden  to  any  one  Io  contract  an  obligation  by 


independence  and  liberty  a 


is  expressly 
in  by  which 


The  Advocate  General,  who  was  employed  by  Dr.  M.  as  his  couDsel, 
very  ably  argued  iba(  sucb  a  prohibition  could  not  possibly  be  shown  to  ex- 
lend  to  such  ao  agreeinenl  as  that  which.had  been  entered  into  between  hit 
client  and  the  defendant.  The  article  1780,  ivbich  forbids  any  one  to  eo- 
gage  iheir  services  for  life,  is  applicable  only  to  workmen  and  domestics, 
and  certainly  noi  to  the  members  of  so  honourable  a  piofessiuo  as  that  of 
medicine. 

Again,  thfe  article  1781,  which  lays  doan  the  obligations  of  a  matter  in 
reference  to  (he  payment  of  wages  or  salary,  cannot  surely  be  made  lo  em- 
brace the  claims  of  a  physician  or  surgeon  for  their  professional  services: 
for  how  ean  any  one,  who  employs  a  medical  man,  be  said  to  be  his  via»- 
Itr? 

'  Gaislta  M6die*lo,  sod  Modioo-Chirurgiosl  Review,  AftO,  1840,  p.  523. 
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For  ih«se  and  maoy  other  (imilar  reasons,  (be  appeal  or  the  Baroness 
waa  again  rejected  ;  the  contract  between  ber  and  Dr.  M.  was  confirmed  j 
and  the  was  condemned  to  pay  all  expenses. 

We  hare  heard  thai  tbe  Barune!is  has  sabiequenily  summoned  Professor 
Mtfon  pour  Iwi  doaner  let  toiru  aitidtu  qu'exige  Petal  de  ta  tattle. 

M.  GendriJi't  Theory  o/Afeii*trun(MJi.'— Tbe  following  extract,  from  iha 
recent  sysiemalic  work  on  Practical  Medicine,  by  M.  OendriQ,  will  eiplain 
his  views  as  to  the  cause  or  aaiureof  the  menstrual  function. 

"Tbe  ohser*aiioDS,  which  we  bare  presented  lo  onr  reader's  attenikin, 
necessarily  lead  as  to  modify  rery  essentially  the  hiiberio  received  opiniona 
on  tbe  sonject  bf  eeneiaiion  in  women.  They  tend  to  establish  thai,  du- 
ring- the  whole  of  loet  period  of  life  when  the  capability  of  coneepiioti  con- 
linues,  there  i*  a  coasiatiilT  successive  deTtiopmenl  of  resides  and  ovola 
ia  tbe  ovaries — that,  at  eacn  epoch  of  menstruation,  a  reside  having  reach- 
ed the  surface  of  the  orary  becomes  the  seat  or  focus  of  a. peculiar  o^oie 
action,  in  which  alt  the  or^ns  of  generation  partake— and  thai  the  result  of 
Ibis  action  is  the  rupture  of  tbe  vesicle  atid  the  loss  of  the  non-fecundated 
ovum,  eitbei  by  ovarian  destruction  or  by  uterine  expulsion. 

"The  recent  observations  by  Fa/en(in— according  so  well  with,  and 
tberefoie  confirming,  our  deductions  drawn  from  physioloirical  conaidera- 
tiona — have  shown  thai  the  Graafian  f-esicles  contam  or  inclose  an  ovuluro, 
in  which  are  found  all  the  essential  parts  of  a  human  ovum. 

"As  we  find  at  the  same  lime  in  the  ovarium  vesicles  in  various  degreea 
of  development,  we  cannot  well  doubt  that  they  exist  there  only  during  a 
limited  time  or  period,  from  iheir  origin  to  their  spontaneous  rupture,  which 
takes  place  whenever  their  increase  and  that  of  the  ovulum  aie  completed. 
This  rupture  taken  place  regularly,  at  stated  iateirals,  by  an  organic  action, 
one  result  of  which  is  the  raensirual  secretion." 

Dr.  Negrier,  profetsor  of  midwifery  in  the  medical  school  at  Angera,  baa 
written,  we  ohseire,  a  letter  to  one  of  the  French  periodicals,  in  wbicb  bo 
claims  ibe  priority  of  authorship  in  respect  to  ihe  preceding  views  on  mea- 

"  The  researches  of  M.  Gendrin  have  led  htm  to  believe  that  the  men- 
atmal  flux  is  the  result  of  a  periodic  and  regularly  recurring  congestion, 
which  takes  place  every  moulb  in  the  ovaries. 

"This  doctrine  1  have  taught  in  my  leclnres  ever  since  the  year  1830, 
and  1  have  repeatedly  shown  to  my  pupils  the  successive  evolutions  of  the 
ovarian  vesicles  from  their  eailiesi  development  to  their  final  rupture,  as 
well  as  the  condition  of  the  uterus  at  its  different  phases." 

On  Anenie  in  tht  bvnut  of  ihe  Attman  hody.*— M.  Orfila  recently  sob- 
miited  the  reaulta  nf  some  researches  on  the  above  aubject  lo  the  Royal 
Academy. 

The  followinec  is  the  method  by  which  he  has  succeeded  in  detecting  tha 
presence  of  a  raiouie  portion  of  arsenic  in  human  bones,  in  a  natural  state. 

The  bgnes  are  to  be  fini  calcined,  but  not  by  loo  high  a  beat,  and  they  ate 
lo  be  carefully  preserved  from  any  coutact  with  tbe  fuel  employed.  Tbe 
pulverised  mass,  hein^  previously  sifted,  is  to  be  treated  with  purijitd  sul- 
phortcacid;  tbe  niixiure  is  then  lo  be  introduced  into  Marsh's  apparatus. 
Spots  or  stains  of  arsenic,  havinj;  a  brown  colour,  end  a  metallic  brilliancy, 
will  soon  be  perceived  on  the  sides  of  the  vessel. 

M.  Orfila  has  sucreeded  in  detecting  minute  portions  of  arsenic  in  the 
bonea,  not  only  of  the  human  adult,  but  also  of  the  sheep,  nx,  and  horse. 
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Hiiherlo  he  has  neret  diseorered  aay  trtcei  of  it«  eiisienee  in  taj  of  tb« 
aofi  parts  of  the  anunal  body. 

He  setms,  bowerer,  !□  beliere  that  there  may  probably  be  a  Teiy  small 
portion  in  musoular  substaaee,  although  hhherlQ  he  has  quite  failed  ia  d«- 
tectiog  its  traces.  Some  of  the  appearances,  however,  observed  during  its 
slow  ttijiillaiion  have  been  noi  unlike  tu  those  which  ar«  kooWD  to  proceed 
from  the  presence  of  arsenic. 

On  inconUnenee  of  urine  in  ckil<iren.'—Treaime»l.—T\>e  laie  Baron 
Dupuytreo,  and  also  MM.  Baudeiocqiie  aod  Guerseot  ha>e  recommended 
the  use  of  cold  shower-bat  hios  as  one  of  the  most  effeotual  remediea  agaiasi 
■his  mnsi  annoying  and  frequenily  most  obstinate  complaint. 

M.  Lallemaud,  of  Monipelier,  has  great  conGdence  in  aromatic  bitters  (O 
which  a  small  portion  of  brandy  has  been  added,  followed  by  aetire  friction 
of  the  loins. 

Underwood  recommended  the  um  of  sea-bathing,  of  dry  capping,  ofblis- 

As  internal  medicines,  the  Spanish  fly  and  the  dui  romica  ha*e  been  nn- 
queaiionably  the  most  efficacious.  The  preparation  of  the  latter,  which  baa 
been  most  successfully  used,  ia  the  extract  in  doses  of  from  balfa  grain  to 
four  grains  in  the  course  of  the  day.  The  following  two  caiea  may  be  read 
with  interest. 

Case  I.— A  girl,  12  years  of  age,  had  been  affected  from  her  ioGincy  with 
incontinence  of  urine,  her  general  health  being  unaffected  all  the  lime.  It 
would  seem  that  no  remedial  means  had  ever  been  tried. 

Dr.  Ramaugi,  who  accidentally  saw  the  girl  al  a  house  where  ha  waa 
visiting,  recommended  her  to  take  one  of  the  following  pills,  along  with  ■ 
wine  glassful  tif  infusion  of  quassia,  three  times  e  day  : — 
».    Eiiracii  nucis  vomics  gr.  viii. 
Orvdi  ferri  nigri  31. 
Pulv.  quassite  3i. 
Syrupi  absinthCi  q.  t. 
In  pilulas  xlviij.  divide. 
A  Ionic  nourishing  diet  was  ordered,  and  also  a  glassful  of  wine  two  ot 
three  limes  a  day.     By  persevering  in  this  couise  for  a  month,  the  patient 
was  quite  relieved  from  her  distressing  malady. 

The  treatment  was,  however,  continued  for  another  roonib ;  and  ai  the 
dale  of  the  report  there  bad  been  no  return  of  ihe  complaint  for  upwarda  of 

Case.  II.— A  boy,  ten  years  of  age,  bad  long  been  aflecled  witb  nocturnal 
inconlineoce  of  urine.  During  the  day  he  had  very  frequent  calls  to  urine, 
the  bladder  being  unable  to  retain  only  a  very  smaH  quantity  al  a  time.  He 
was  ordered  an  infusion  of  quassia  and  balfa  arain  of  extract  of  nai  vomica 
in  four  pitls  during  the  course  of  the  day.  After  three  weeks'  employmei>t 
of  this  regimen,  the  boy  could  very  sensibly  retain  his  urine  a  great  deal 
better,  the  calls  being  much  less  frequent.  A  blister  was  applied  upon  the 
sacrum,  and  a  cold  aromatic  bath  was  lo  be  employed  twice  a  week.  In 
the  course  of  a  fortnight,  the  oooiornal  ioconlinence  bad  quite  ceased,  and 
the  patient  continued  well  for  aiz  montba. 

Cloture  0/  the  right  tide  of  the  moutk*— Operation.— M.  H^  aged  22, 
was  ^idn.itied,  Oei.  22,  1939,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Litton.  About  a  year 
■go  the  waa  knocked  down  in  a  qoarrel,  and  a  man  jumped  upon  her  with 

<  Jonmal  det  ConnoUuneet  Mddiealem,  and  London  Mcdico-ChJrurgical  Review, 
April.  l84U.il.  542. 
*  Londoo  Laniet,  May  9, 1810,  p.  SiZ 


b,Qoog\c 


Afiacellaneous  Nolieea.  123 

both  bis  feel,  causing  ID  ezlensive  wound  of  the  right  side  of  rbe  moath  and 
app«r  lip,  and  ■  fracture  of  the  jaw.  iShe  wenl  tu  8l.  Thomas's  Hospital  ; 
ber  jaw  waa  put  up  IJ^hl  with  bandages,  and  when  il  was  undone  ihe  es- 
ternal  w«uod  and  the  tight  side  of  the  niouih  were  found  united. 

S3d.  Mr.  LislOD  removed  a  iriaosular  piece  of  skin,  formin;;  ihf  cicatrix, 
rrom  th«  right  side  of  the  mooih,  dissecting  it  off  from  the  mu'^ous  mem- 
brmtie  of  the  motilh ;  Ihia  was  iben  divided  lo  the  extent  of  ilie  etiprna] 
wound,  and  water-dressing  was  applied  until  all  oozing  of  bioc)d  had  ceased. 
About  five  hours  after  the  operation  the  mucoua  loenibrane  was  united  to 
ibe  edges  of  ibe  skin  by  three  sutures,  and  b«ing  turned  out  and  longerihan 
(be  external  skin,  formed  at  once  a  pTolabium,  and  prevented  the  union  of 
the  incision. 

23(1.  The  sutures  have. been  removed,  and  the  water-dressing  applied. 

2Sth.  The  wound  is  healing  ;  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  aiouih,  which 
was  turned  out,  has  united  to  the  cut  edge  of  the  skin,  and  prevented  the 
internal  pari  of  the  wound  from  being  again  anited  ;  the  external  pari  of  the 
ineiMon  is  slightly  sappuraiing. 

The  patient  bas  been  doing  wel),  and  was  discharged  cured  some  lime 
siDce' 


Ditloealion  of  the  ITutnrriit.—Cure  nfan  old  ditloeaiion  of  the  humerui 
by  diein'on  of  the  ptcloralie  major,  latitm'itiu*  dnrsi,  terei  major,  and  terei 
minor  mueclet.—By  Profeesor  Dieffenbaeh.''~Hen  T ,  a  large  land- 
owner, upwards  of  thirty  years  old,'bB<t  bis  right  shoulder  dislocated  two 
vean  ago  by  a  fall  from  his  horse  ;  the  nature  of  the  accident  was  not  at 
first  recognised,  and  afterwards,  though  all  the  usual  means  were  adopted 
by  several  surgeons,  the  bone  could  not  be  returned  to  its  plane.  The  pa- 
tient, therefore,  came  to  Berlin  ;  he  was  of  a  gaunt,  powertul  form,  with  a 
pale  complexion  and  but  little  fat,  and  his  muscles  were  stroDS  and  promi- 
neut  under  the  shin.  The  injured  right  shoulder  was  an  inch  higher  than 
the  left ;  the  acromion  farmed  a  sharp  angle ;  on  ibe  outer  side  the  shoulder 
was  deeply  hollowed,  and  the  scapula  lay  flat.  The  right  arm  was  thinnet 
than  the  left,  and  stood  out  far  from  tbe  body.  The  head  of  the  humerus 
lay  oo  the  anterior  liite  of  tbe  chest,  close  to  tbe  clavicle,  and  two  inches 
from  Ibe  upper  portion  of  the  sternum.  The  patient  bad  a  constant  sensa- 
tion of  cold  in  the  limb,  and  the  creeping  which  he  had  formerly  fell  had 
ceased.  The  pulse  in  the  right  radial  artery  was  rather  weaker  ihan  that  in 
the  leA.  Tbe  limb  was  useless,  and  only  the  hand  could  perform  soma 
■light  artioos. 

By  moving  the  arm  in  different  directions,  severe  psin  was  produced  in 
the  part  where  the  head  lay,  surrounded  by  a  thick  wall  of  dense  ligament, 
into  which  it  bad  worked  itself.  In  drawing  the  arm  outwards  from  the 
body,  the  pectofalis  major,  latissimus  dorsi,  teres  major,  sod  teres  niioor 
becama  tense  with  extreme  pain.  Tbe  last  three  of  these  muscles  felt  hard 
and  tense,  even  when  the  arm  was  noi  drawn  outwards.  An  attempt  to  re- 
duce such  a  dislocation  without  dividing  these  muscles  and  tbe  new  joint 
would  have  been  eilreoiely  dangerous,  and  had  been  found  impossible  ;  but 
(says  tbe  professor)  I  aniicipJled  success  from  the  aubculaaeous  divisioD  of 
everv  thing  that  resisted  tne. 

The  patient  being  placed  on  the  table,  with  one  folded  sheet  passed  un- 
der the  right  axilla,  and  held  by  six  assistants,  another  fastened  round  ihe 
right  hand  and  beld  by  si:e  more,  and  a  third  round  tbe  upper  part  of  the 
humerus  held  by  three  mote  (in  the  manner  usually  adopied  by  me  tu  old 
luxations),  tbe  two  first  sets  of  assistants  were  ordered  to  pull  against  each 
oiber.    I  next  hade  them  make  a  slowly-increased  extension,  and  then  stop ; 

,and  Load.  Laneet, 


1  Medieinifche  Zcitong,  and  Forstn  Medical  Review,  Dec,  1B39, 
Maj  9,  ISM,  p.  250. 
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I  ihen  passed  a  small  scTihe-shaped  koife  ihrougb  ihe  skin,  and  divided  ibe 
most  lense  porliou  orihepecloraljs  major  cluse  lo  Us  tendon,  which  yielded 
wirh  a  cracLiag  sound.  1  then  a^ain  introduced  (be  baire  at  the  DuslerJor 
border  of  (be  axilla,  and  divided  one  afler  ibe  o(her  (he  laiisaimus  dorii,  ihe 
leres  major,  and  (be  (eres  minor.  All  (hese  muscles  gave  waf  wi(h  a  crack- 
\u^  noise,  wbicb  was  increased  by  (be  resonance  of  (he  chest,  I  next 
passed  my  hniTe  iolo  three  places  bv  the  bead  of  (he  humerus,  and  divided 
10  a  similar  mmner,  under  (be  skin,  (he  dense  and  hard  ThIsc  liganientl 
which  surrounded  (he  new  join(,  and,  lessening  the  eKeosioo,  1  loosened 
(be  bead  by  a  few  rotaiioni. 

A  powerful  ei(?nsian  was  now  again  coromeuced  on  bo[h  tides,  and  (he 
three  assisianti  behind  the  patient  pulled  suddenly,  while  I  conducted  (he 
humerus  towards  Ibe  join(  in(o  which  it  slipped  on  s  sudden,  wjihou(  agaia 
•pringineaul.  One  shoulder  looked  now  just  like  (be  D(ber.  The  thorax, 
the  shoulder,  and  (he  arm  were  enveloped  wilh  bandages  which  were  soaked 
Wt(h  paste,  and  aftet  a  few  hours  (hey  all  became  dry  and  bard,  and  pre- 
vented any  niodon  of  (he  right  side. 

The  bleeding  from  (be  wounds,  which  were  not  larger  (ban  those  made 
ID  phleboiomy,  was  at  most  a  few  drops.  No  unpleasant  sympiomsensned, 
and  the  patient  auflcred  even  less  than  (he  mnjorily  of  persons  in  whom  1 
have  reduced  old  dislocadons.  On  (he  ninth  day  I  took  off  the  bandage  ; 
both  shoulders  bad  exactly  Ihe  same  level  aad  form,  and  there  was  neither 
ftwetling  nor  pain.  The  punctures  in  the  axilla  had  completely  healed,  and 
scarcely  a  trace  of  them  could  be  found ;  there  was  no  colleciion  of  blood 
or  pus.  The  arm  was  already  capable  of  motion,  and  its  aciions  were  far 
less  hindered  than  ibey  are  sometimes  Bf[er  the  reduction  of  a  recent  dislo- 
cation ;  becausein  them  there  is  often  for  a  long;  time  a  sensidve  contrac- 
tion of  Ibe  unnaLurally  stretched  muscles,  while  in  (his  case  the  division  of' 
the  resisting  muscles  and  of  (he  newly  formed  joint  not  only  rendered  the 
redaction  possible,  but  at  the  same  time  diminished  its  after  consequences. 
The  limb  ii  now  again  restored  to  perfect  utility. 

M.  MalUr't  retulu  on  diabetic  blood,  obtained  bg  venMecd'on.'— Twelve 
ounces  of  the  blood  gave 

Chloride  of  sodium,    .            .            .           .  0    0  34.5 

po(a«isiuiii,                 .            .  .      0    0  13 

Sulphate  orpo(ash,     .            .            .            .  0    0      9 

Carbonate  of  po(a3b,         .            .           .  .      0    0  17 

lime,                               .           .  0    0      6.75 

magnesia,     .            .            .  .000 

Phospha(e  of  magnesia,           .            -            .  0    0  10 

Carbonate  of  soda,            .            .            .  .0011 

Phosphate  of  soda 0    0      09 

iron,              .            .            .  .00  22.25 

Sugar,              .            .           .            .            .  0    1      S 

Albumen,                                      .  .      I     3  27 

Heematosin, 1    5  24 

Liquid  fat,             .                       .           .  .      0    0  19 

Crysiallizable  fal,                     .                       .  0    0  33 

Fibrin, 0    0  26 

Extractive  matter,       .            .           .           .  0    0  23.5 

Carbonate  of  lime,                       .  .      0    0      7.5 

Water, 8     1  33 

12 
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Action  for  Libtl, — 3fynt  ».  /.i*ar».'— Mt.  Syme,  who,  oot  readers  are 
MotMbljp  aware,  is  ProlesBor  or  Clinical  Surgery  in  rlie  Uoifersiiy  of  Edio- 
Iw^b,  recently  brought  ao  action  Tor  libel  againxt  Mr.  Lizars,  Proresaor  of 
Bangery  in  the  College  of  Surffeoat.  Tbe  rollowiDg  is  (he  article  com- 
plained or,  and  is  contained  in  Lizara'  System  of  Surgery,  Part  II : — 

"  la  every  operation  about  the  aous,  however  unimporlanl  it  may  seem, 
tfaa  operaioi  eaonoi  be  too  careful  \a  arening  hemorrhage,  as  niaoy  have 
4ied  from  such  neglect.  This  was  the  fate,  indeed,  of  a  respectable  apothe- 
cary io  tbi*  city.  Nor  is  it  improper,  as  an  additioiiat  werniaj;,  here  to  men- 
tion another  case,  which  was  under  ibe  care  of  our  Professor  of  Clinical 
Sorgery  a  few  yesrs  ago.  He  operated  on  a  gentleman,  for  a  alight  fistula 
inaoo;  left  the  part  iaaUeqaately  defended,  and  dreadful  hemorrhage  en- 
sued.  The  professor  was  sent  for,  arrived,  groped  about  in  the  anus  with 
his  knife,  tearrhing  for  a  needle  in  a  hay  rick — 1  mean,  for  a  blood-vessel 
to  be  tied.  Meantime,  ibe  life  of  the  patieut  was  saved  by  deliquium  attimi ; 
bnt  10  this  day  the  wound  remains  unhealed,  and  ibe  unfortunate  man  a 
miserable,  nervoua  invalid,  from  the  excessive  loss  of  blood." 

The  damages  were  laid  at  £1000. 

The  defence  consiated  in  denying  that  the  passage  was  false,  calumaiotis, 
or  iaJDrious ;  or  that  it  was  written  with  the  intent  of  imputing  want  of 
skill  to  Mr.  Syme,  or  with  a  wish  lo  hurt  his  good  name  and  reputation.  It 
was  then  admitied,  on  the  part  of  the  delenoant,  that  he  had  been  miain- 
fotmed  as  to  Mr.  Syme  being  the  pany  who  "  groped  about"  for  the  Teisel ; 
because,  though  aeni  for,  be  was  not  to  be  found. 

The  Lord  Justice  Clerk  summed  up,  giving  an  opinion  in  favour  of  tbe 
prosecutor ;  to  whom  the  jury,  after  retiring  for  a  few  minutes,  awarded 
£50  damages. 

Nene$  of  the  upper  extremiUei—By  Jame*  Dougltu,  Lecturer  on 
Anatomy,  Glatgov) — One  of  my  students  this  forenoon  was  dissecting  tba 


superior  extremity,  and  asked  me  lo  point  out  to  him  ibe  nerve  of  Wirsberg, 

"  ■■  —as  not,  be  said,  mentioned  in  bis  book.    On  lookinK  at  his  book, 

s  Anatomy,  it  is  not  so  much  as  meoiioned  ;  and,  in  Hatritoo's  Dull- 


tin  Dissectof,  the  beat  manual  with  which  I  am  acquainted,  and  which  I 
recommend  to  all  my  students  for  their  companion  at  tbe  dissecting  (able,  it 
>*  aot  described ;  but  the  name  of  the  nerves  of  Wirsberg  is  applied  to  the 
two,  or  sometimes  three  branches,  which  come  off  from  tbe  second,  third, 
and  fourth  intercostal  nerves,  at  the  greatest  lateral  projection  of  the  ribs, 
aud  generally  lose  themselves  on  Ibe  akin  which  shuts  up  the  base  of  tha 
axilla.     These  are  more  properly  called  tbe  inter  cos  to- humeral  nerves. 

The  nerve  in  question  is  described  by  Sir  C.  Bell,  in  tbe  second  vol.  of 
bia  Anatomv,  p.  571— a  book  which  is  not  in  general  very;  minute  in  its  de- 
tails, thougn  rt  has  many  other  valuable  qualities.  It  is  there  called  the 
nerve  of  Wirsberg.  I  forget  who  gave  it  the  desiguation  of  the  cutaneout 
minor,  by  which  1  am  accustomed  (o  demonstrate  iL 

In  the  subject  looked  at  to-day,  it  arises  from  the  lower  of  the  three  divi- 
sions of  tbe  brachial  plexus— from  the  same  root  as  tbe  internal  cutaneous 
and  ulnar,  internal  to  which  last  it  lies.  It  runs  down  along  the  inner  side 
of  the  basilic  vein  beneath  the  fascia,  perroratea  it  about  a  band's  breadth 
above  the  elbow,  and  divides  into  two  Draoches,  one  of  which  runs  in  front 
of  the  inner  condyle,  and  the  other,  rather  larger,  behind  it,  and  both  loan 
'  themselves  in  (be  skin  a  little  below  the  elbow.  In  some  subjects  I  have 
seen  its  origin  very  small  from  the  axillary  plexus  ;  and  then  it  derived  an 
additionat  root  from  some  of  the  i ote re os to- numeral  nerves. 

When  wiJling,  at  any  rate,  I  may  add  a  remark  on  a  set  of  muscles  said 
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to  liare  hfen  discovered  by  some  German,  and  noticed  in  one  of  ibe  Dom- 
bers  of  tlie  Oxzette  last  winter,  under  tbe  name  of  Rotnlore*  dorti.  I  must 
coafess  ttiat,  irhep  I  read  ii,  I  disbelieved  llieir  exisience,  from  wbat  I  knew 
of  the  iiructure  ot  the  dorsal  apioe,  wbere  rotation  is  imfiossihte.  on  aeeount 
of  tbe  Torn)  of  tbe  Briiculaiiog  processes  of  tbe  vertebrie,  and  on  account  of 
the  ribs  being  superadded.  Notbiog,  however,  is  too  absuid  for  a  Oerman 
periodical. 

If  the  muUifiiliu  tpintB  be  dissected  away  with  care,  its  deepest  fibwi 
will  be  seen  arisio^  from  the  lower  edge  of  the  arnb  of  one  vertebra  near  ita 
spinous  process,  and  pnssiDg  obliquely  down  to  be  inserted  into  the  root  of 
ibe  traosrerse  process  of  the  one  below ;  but  these  bave  no  moie  claim  10 
be  cODiiilered  distinct  muscles  than  ibe  outer  fibres  of  the  lower  fasciculi  of 
the  tame  musclsa  have,  which  pats  over  one,  or  aometimes  two  Irnnsverse 
proces&es,  before  being  inserted. 

Premature  labour  artificially  induced  in  a  Dwarf. — By  M.  Dubois.* — 
The  subject  of  this  case  is  n  dwarf,  SL  23,  3  feet  2  in.  9  I.  high,  whose 
father  waa  only  3  feet  6  in.,  but  whose  mother  was  of  ordinary  size.  These, 
her  parents,  had  six  children,  of  whom  three  were  dwarfs.  Two  years  ngo, 
H.  Dubois  Bileoded  her  in  her  Gist  labour;  when  he  was  called  in  she  had 
then  had  pains  for  48  hours;  on  the  previous  eveoiDg  she  had  had  eooTOl' 
■ions,  ana  she  lay  in  a  kind  of  stupor  io  a  cradle.  -The  labour  appeared  in 
an  advanced  stage,  for  the  child's  head  could  easily  be  fell  in  the  hollow  of 
the  pelvis  ;  but  further  than  ibis  it  could  not  pass,  and  the  forceps  could  not 
be  applied.  The  child  was  evidently  dead,  and  M.  Dubois,  thrrefore,  per- 
forated the  head,  and  it  passed  on  to  ibe  vulva.  Here,  however,  there  waa 
a  fresh  difBculty,  for  the  vulva  waa  narrow  in  correspondence  wilh  Ibe 
Btature  of  the  individual.  Happily,  it  soon  enlarged  sponlaneouslY  by  a 
rapture  wbich  passed  backwards  and  on  one  side  rowards  one  of  the  ischia, 
and  the  labour  was  terminated.  The  child,  without  ita  brain,  weight  5j  'bs; 
its  length  waa  7i  inches.  The  paiient  went  on  satislaciorily  alier  the 
labour,  &nd  soon  recovered.  The  slate  of  stupor  in  which  she  was  at  the 
time  of  the  accouchement  almost  prevented  her  feeling  the  pains. 

Last  year,  she  again  became  pregnant;  but  this  time,  (says  M.  D.)  in 
eonfnnnity  wilh  my  recommendation,  she  came  to  announce  it  to  me  eaily. 
9be  had,  when  Rhe  came  to  me,  been  pregnant  since  about  last  June  ;  and 
[  found  by  the  examiDaiioa  of  the  pelvis,  that  its  diameters  were  not  propor- 
tioned (o  Ihe  presumed  dimensions  of  the  festal  head,  for  the  pnbo-fioccygeat 
was  not  more  than  three  iocbes. 

Admiiled  to  the  obstetric  clioique,  we  foond  on  examination,  that  the 
ntenis  was  but  liitle  developed  and  the  ftetua  small.  Id  February,  she  was 
ID  ihe  eighth  monih  of  her  pregnancy  ;  aod  the  abJomen  then  enluiged  cod- 
■iderably  in  the  space  of  a  few  days,  so  as  to  cause  some  fear  that  the  ac- 
couchement might  be  rendered  difficult  by  a  superabundance  of  liquui  amaii. 
Having  decided  on  inducing  premature  labour,  I  had  to  choose  between  tup- 
tore  of  the  membranes,  dilatation  uf  Ihe  neck  of  the  uterus  wilh  prepared 
•ponge,  and  the  administration  of  the  ergot;  I  decided  on  Ihe  two  last.  The 
palieot  having  taken  a  bath,  was  placed  on  the  edge  of  the  bed,  and  a  spe- 
culnm  was  introduced  ;  a  portion  of  prepared  sponge,  an  inch  long,  nnd  cut 
ID  the  form  of  a  cone,  was  placed  in  the  neck  of  the  uterus,  aod  over  it  ano- 
ther moist  sponge  to  keep  ii  in  its  place;  thejr  were  fiied  by  a  thread,  aod 
six  grains  of  ergol  of  rye  were  administered.  The  paiient  was  ibcn  put  (o 
bed.  Four  hours  afier,  she  fell  strong  pains,  and  was  in  active  labour;  it 
appeared  indeed  Io  be  going  on  so  rapidly,  that  1  withdrew  the  sponge.  At 
nine  in  ihe  evening,  ihere  was  a  full  protrusion  of  the  roembranes,  and  I 
raptured  ihem  and  found  that  the  buttocks  presented.    Tbe  fingers  weic 

■  GaMia  HddiMle,  Hin  14, 1840,  and  Lond.  Med.  Gu.,  Mij  1, 1840,  p.  9ST. 
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applied  OB  the  bsanches  to  faciliiate  tbeir  exit ;  ihe  head  rvniniDed  ai  ihe 
superior ■  pell u re  ;  drawioft  doWDnflrds  a  few  times,  and  DioTeaieDi&  offlri- 
iuD,  brought  il  ioio  ibe  bolluw  ;  and  at  last  it  CRiae  out  enlircly.  Tb^  cbild 
breathed  iiomediately  ;  it  wits  15  inches  long ;  the  biparieial  diamelefwaa 
3  inches  ;  the  occipito-rroDinl  3  incbei  and  2  lioex :  it  weighed  3  lbs.  13  oz. 
The  size  of  the  child  was  therefore  small :  yet  il  was  do)  a  dwarr.  The 
moiber  aoorished  it  for  a  few  days,  hot  the  secretion  of  milk  bood  ceased  ; 
on  the  Inentielb  day  Ibe  woman  was  perfectly  lecufered. 

M.  Dubois  adds  some  details  as  a  supplement  to  ibis  history.  The  father 
of  the  child  is  a  mao  of  ordinaiy  stature  ;  he  is  about  5  feet  7  inches  bigb. 
The  first  reiual  connecliuns  were  tety  painful:  but  the  periods  of  preg- 
nancy were  easy. 

Noihiu;  is  more  rare  thao  the  accoucbemenl  of  dwarfs:  for  there  is  but  a 
single  auibentic  fact,  which  is  related  in  the  work  of  Geoffrey  Saint-Hilaire. 
The  womaD,  who  was  to  have  been  confined  at  London,  died,  li  i*  to  he 
observed,  that  the  child  of  this  woman  is  not  a  dwarf:  dwarfs  aie  bom 
Diacb  smaller.  Tho  mother  herself  iras  born  eiiremely  small ;  she  passed 
■II  hei  iufancy  on  a  table  seat'-d  on  a  cushioo.  There  is  but  one  exception 
to  this  rule,  an  English  dwaifeihibiied  in  1770;  he  was  burn  of  the  usual 
size,  but  at  the  age  of  one  year  his  growth  was  suddenly  arreiied. 

I  have,  of  course,  no  need  to  justify  Ibe  measore  whicb  I  adopted  in  ibia 
case,  h  cannot  be  compared  with  an  operation,  of  which  the  result  would 
he  to  sacrifice  the  moiber  or  the  child,  or  both  at  once.  More  ihat.  two  hun- 
dred cases  that  hare  now  come  to  lOiV  knowledge,  prove  that  Ibe  plan  I 
adopted  id  not  so  serious  a  thing  as  mjgbt  be  imagined  ;  half  the  iofani*, 
and  an  itnmease  msjoriiy  of  the  mothers,  have  survived  it.  Siill,  the  CKsa- 
rean  operation  is  certaiuly  Dot  in  all  cases  to  be  superseded  hf  the  produc- 
tion of  premature  labour ;  each  of  these  operaiioiia,  as  well  as  the  division 
of  Ihe  symphysis,  and  embryotomy,  has  its  own  special  iudicaiioos. 

Succuiful  treatment  of  a  am'genUal  umbilical  hernia.— By  Pro/etaor 
Cederwchjoid,  of  Stockholm.^— The  umbilical  ring  was  open  in  this  case, 
and  had  probably  a  diameter  at  least  of  an  iocb,  through  which  the  :•>•-•' 


tines,  covered  only  by  perilooeum,  protruded,  and  formed  a  mass  as  large 
as  a  Sit.  The  umbilical  coid  came  out  froca  ihe  most  proroiQeDt  part  of 
the  Inmour.     Tbe  protruded  inlestines  could   not  by  gentle  pressure  be  re- 


laroed  into  the  abdominal  cavity  through  the  ring,  and  it  was  bv  cbaoce 
discovered  that  they  were  full  of  meconium,  whicb  the  child  had  not  yet 
evacuated.  A  taxaitve  medicine  was  therefore  ordered  to  be  introduced, 
before  the  intestines  were  replaced.  Five  leaspoonfuls  of  castor  oil  were 
SiTen  before  the  bowels  acted ;  tbe  heioia  then  became  soft  j  and  by  plac- 
ing Ihe  child  on  iis  back,  its  reduction  was  easily  accomplished.  The  sac, 
coDsisting  of  the  peritoneum  only,  being  emptied,  a  ligature  was  lied  close 
lo  the  umbilicus,  which  falling  off  aAer  14  days,  the  navel  was  found  com- 
pleialjr  healed,  and  just  like  Ihat  of  a  healthy  cbild. 

Medical  deparlment  of  Kemper  Cotlegt,  81.  Louia.—A  new  school  of 
medieine  has  been  inililoiad  at  St.  Lo«is,  which  will  go  into  operation  in 
the  fall.     The  following  gentlemen  coostiioie  the  Faculty. 

Joseph  N,  M'Dowell,  M.  D.,  (late  Professor  of  Special  and  Surgical 
Anatomy  in  Ihe  Cincinnati  College,)  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery; 
J.  W.  Hall,  M.  D.,  (late  of  Kentucky,)  Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice  of 
Medicine;  Hiram  A.  Front,  M.  D.,  (laie  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Bo- 
tany in  Lagrange  College,  Ata.,)  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Medical 

>  SebBidt'i  Jahrbncher,  and  Load.  H«d.  G».,  Miy  1,  )8M,  p.33& 


.Google 


ViB  American  Medical  tnttUigeneer. 

Boiany ;  /obn  S.  Muore,  M.  D.,  (late  of  Tennessee,)  Profeuor  of  (he  laxi- 
intes  of  Medkiae  and  Otntetrics  ;  Jobn  De  WolT,  M.  D.,  (lale  Proreisor  of 
Berkshire  Medical  Scbool,)  Professor  of  Cbemisliy  and  Pbarmacjr. 
By  order  of  the  Board, 

Qeo.  a.  UtiDEnBiLL,  Secretary, 

Magendie  on  the  phytical  jAenometia  of  life.— A  translation  of  this  in- 
teresting work  is  ia  course  of  prepaiaiioa  for  the  "  Library ,"  by  Dr.  Benja- 
tnio  Dennis,  of  Cincionati. 

Simulation  ofditeate.^ — Some  diseases  or  disabilities,  such  as  deafness 
stammering,  are  much  more  easily  feigned  than  others,  and,  consequently, 
the  toiposture  is  more  difficalt  to  delect.  In  all  diseases  of  whicb  the  symp- 
toms are  obscure,  periodic,  oi  intermitting  and  oncertain,  much  cnre  should 
be  lalien  not  tu  come  to  a  wrong  conclusion.  "  Melancholy  instances,"  says 
Mr.  Malcotmson,  "  have  come  10  my  knowledge  where  men  have  died  in 
making  exertion  above  tbeir  strengih,  after  having  been  looked  oa  ai  ntalio- 
gerers."  Some  diseases  ate  not  indicated  by  a  change  of  the  pulse,  or  bjr 
aay  remarkable  alteration  of  the  body,  or  evident  derangement  of  its  func- 
tions ;  and  it  ought  to  be  recollecied,  tbai  patients  safferlng  under  real  dis- 
ease are  apt  sometimes  to  eiiggerale  ibeir  lesions.  A  lualingerer  is  con- 
stantly prone  10  overact  his  part ;  but  the  ioTeciing  of  symptoms  is  a  mueh 
more  difficult  operation  than  frankJy  to  state  the  feelings.  Two  soldiers 
were  transferred  to  the  hoEpital  in  Dublin,  (o  be  discberged,  in  consequence 
of  alleged  incurable  disabiliiies.  The  deeignslion  of  a  disease  was  affixed 
to  eaeh  name  ;  but  ibe  appearance  of  the  men  indicated  little,  if  any,  de- 
rangement of  the  body.  The  medical  officer  made  them  stand  up  together, 
and  requested  one  of  Ibera  to  describe  bis  complaint,  which  he  did  very  mi- 
nutely. By  bis  account,  ii  appeared  that  he  suffered  under  disease  from  the 
head  to  the  foot.  The  other  mao  was  iheo  asked,  "  what  is  the  matter  with 
youl" — "  The  rame  a*  thit  mon,"  was  his  reply.  He  wna  evideDlly  not 
prepared  with  a  set  of  symptoms,  and,  without  perceiving  the  trap,  inslinc- 
tirely  availed  himself  or  Ibe  ingenuity  of  his  fellow  impostor.  Ihey  were 
aent  back  Co  Ibe  corps;  "but  I  have  no  doubt,"  says  Mr.  Marshall,  relating  to 
the  ahecdoie,  "that  each  of  them  aucceeded  erenlually  in  vorking  out  it 
discharge." 


BOOKS  RECEIVED. 


From  the  J Fifftor.— Medical  and  Phyaiological  Coromenlariea,  by  Marlyn 
Paine,  M.  D.,  A.  M.  2  vols.  8vo.  pp.  716,  814.  New  York,  184a  (See 
Bibliographical  Notices.) 

Frota  the  Publiahere. — Treatise  on  the  Physiological  and  Moral  Manage- 
nent  of  Infancy.    By  Andrew  "-—'--   •■  "    ■-'  "    -   -'.•-"---■  ^-m  — 
)f  Physicians  of  Edinburgh,  I 
Queeu,  and  Consulting  Pbysi> 

With  notes  and  a  sapplemeotaty  chanier.    By  John  Bell,  M.iJ).,  Lecturer 
'      '      ■    ■        '  '' '   ■      1  Juiisp     ■  "  ■'         '-' 


__    of  Medicine  and  Medical  Juiispradecce,  Fellow  of  the 

College  of  Physicians  of  Philadelphia,  and  Member  ol  the  American  Philo- 
sophical Society,  dec.     12mo.  pp.  307.     Philadelphia,  1S40. 

From  the  ^ufAor.— Psychology  ;  or  a  view  of  (he  Human  Sonl ;  incin- 
4iag_  Anthropology,  being  the  substance  of  a  course  of  lectures  delivered  I0 
the  junior  class,  Marshall  College,  Pennsylvania.  By  Frederick  A.  Rauch. 
8vo.  pp.  3S8.    New  York,  1S40. 
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Art.  L— coagulation    OP  THE  BLOOD    FIFTEEN    HOURS 
AFTER  DEATH. 

BY  Taa  EDITOR. 

From  a  lale  number  of  the  Bulletin  of  the  "  ProeeedJDga  of  i^e  American 
Pbilosophjcal  Socieiy,"  (No.  18,  for  MayyJuoe  and  July,  18mo.  pp.  216,)  we 
extract  ibe  following  ootice. 

"Dr.  Duagliton  gave  tbe  patiicuUts  of  kcaae  id  wbich  bloix)  that  Bowed, 
on  disseciioD,  from  (he  arteries  of  the  brain,  coagulated  fifteen  hours  after  the 
death  ortheindiridaal. 

The  patient  died  after  a  seveie  agony,  and  after  an  illness  of  some  dura- 
lion,  for  which  metcury  had  beeo  adminisleted  go  as  to  affect  ibe  system 
freely.  On  opeaiog  the  bead  the  arteries  of  tbe  brain  were  found  turgid 
with  blood,  and  on  reiDoring  the  brain  tbe  blood  Sowed  from  ihem  and 
coagulated. 

Dr.  DunglisOD  made  some  reiDarks  on  the  singularity  of  this  phenomenon, 
and  its  relations  to  physiology  and  medical  jurisprudence,  and  stated  that  it 
completely  overthrew  the  views  of  those  who  believe  that  the  blood  is  eithor 
possessed  ofa  vital  influence  or  receives  some  influence  from  tbe  living  ves- 
sels that  contain  it,  which  maintains  its  fluidity,  and  that  so  soon  as  it  is  re- 
moved from  these  influences  it  coagulates  or  dies.  Id  this  case  tbe  blood 
remained  fluid,  and  coagulation  todk  place  fifteen  hours  after  the  total  cesaa* 
lion  of  respiration  and  circulation,  and  af^er  the  blood  had  become  cold;  cir- 
cumstances showing  that  the  phenomenon  is  nholly  physical  in  ita  nature." 

Of  this  case  we  had  not  an  opportunity  of  seeing  any  thing  until  af^er 
death ;  nor  was  an  accurate  history  of  it  attainable.  The  patient  had  been 
delivered  about  a  month  previously,  and  had  suffered  under  symptoms,  as  it 
was  believed,  of  peritonitis,  for  which  she  was  bled  generally  and  locally, 
ud  had  taken  small  dosesof  calomel,  which  produced  severe  salivation' with 
considerable  ulceration  of  the  gums.  Two  or  three  dsys  before  her  dissolu- 
tion she  was  affected  with  diarrhcea,  with  heal  and  dryness  of  skin,  ^ick 
and  feeble  pulse,  and  considerable  stupor,  passing  her  urine  and  fsices  inro- 
lantarily.    Under  these  symptoms  she  gTadaally  sank. 

Il  was  especially  in  consequence  of  a  very  offensive  dischai^e  frnm  one 
of  the  ears,  that  we  snggeePed  tbe  propriety  of  examining  the  head  with  the 
view  of  discovering  whether  the  patient  had  died  of  cerebral  otirrbtsa,  whes 
■  he  pbenomcna  above  described  were  noticed,  but  there  was  no  evidence  of 
encephalic  iaflammation  originating  in  the  disease  of  the  ear. 
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AllhoDgb  ibe  Tact,  that  blood  may  remaio  flaid  in  <be  re*MU  Tor  a  con- 
lidtrrable  lime  aAer  death,  aod  coagulaie  when  removed  Trooi  ihem,  baa  be«n 
noiieed  before,'  il  doea  nol  appear  (o  hare  gi«n  riae  lo  any  phyiiologieal 
deduciiooa  of  moment:  yet  it  is  replete  with  iotereat  to  the  pbyiiological 
inqairei. 

The  circumdance,  aa  tespeela  the  reina,  was  noticed  iu  Ibia  cily  doring 
Ibe  yellow  Tarer  of  182(^  and  has  been  recorded  by  Professor  JacksoD,  oT  the 
University  of  PennsylTania.  He  obserres,  "The  veins  of  the  omentom, 
mesenieiy,  aod,  io  fact,  the  whole  tyaiem  of  the  vena  porlR,  were  always 
distended  with  fluid  blood,  it  was  at  first  supposed,  that  the  blood,  being 
thus  fluid,  was  in  ihe  dissolved  state  SD'ofleQ  mentioned  br  writers.  Bal  Dr. 
Hewson,  witbing'io  mak^  totne  eiperimenla,  collected  portions  of  it  in  copa> 
Io  the  course  of  lO'or  15  mioutes  it  was  firmly  coago  late  d,  and  tbis  was 
foDDd  in  subsequent  obserraiioos  inrsriably  to  occur.'" 

It  is  interesting  lo  remark,  that  in  all  these  cases,  we  belieTe,  as  well  as  in 
the  one  which  we  obserred,  mercury  had  been  largely  administered,  and  it 
may  be  a  topic  for  farther  inrestigaiion,  whether  tbts  peculiaiity  be  iti  any 
maoQer  connected  with  the  free  use  of  that  or  other  agents. 


abt.  II.— a  lecture  on  monstrosities, 

Delivered  al  tbe  Hlddteaes  HospiUl  School  of  Medicine,  Peb.  1840. 

BT  JOHN  KORTH,  ESO. 

Lieliinr  n  mdm^try,  tmi  Ut  7N*m*m  y  Wumn  mnd  CkSdrtn.* 

Gektlemin  ; — In  compliance  with  my  promise  and  yoar  wish,  I  proceed  Io 
give  you  io  Ihe  present  lecture  a  brief,  yet,  I  trust,  not  an  uninteresting  sketch 
of  the  informalion  that  we  ba*e  derired  on  the  subject  of  moosirosities, 
within  the  last  few  years,  from  the  labours  of  the  French  and  German  writers, 
especially  of  Meckel,- SoemmerinK,  Breschet,  Series,  and,  above  all,  Oeoflfroy 
S(.  Hilaire.  The  researohes  of  these  dislioguishcd  wriisrs  hare  filled  op  a 
grent  blank  in  medical  acience.  Before  their  time  almost  ercTy  eiample  of 
■nonairous  formaiioo  was  attributed,  nol  merely  by  the  public,  but  also  by  tbe 
pn^ession.  lo  a  whimsical  deviaiioo  of  nature  from  tier  accustomed  laws. 
Such  continued  to  be  Ibe  prevailing  doctrine  until  tbe  beginning  of  the  ISiti 
century,  when  better  founded  and  more  philosophic  views  begin  to  be  es- 
tablished, and  wtte  gradually  carried  to  their  present  comparative  aiate  of 
rirfeetion,  by  the  talents  sod  labouisof  the auihora  whom  I  Dare  mentioned, 
refer  particularly  lo  the  work  ofSL  Hilaire,  entitled  "  Histoire  Gintrale  et 
Pariiculidre  des  Anomalies  de  1' Organisation  chez  I'Homme  et  lea  Ani- 

Tbe  pheaoroenh  of  raoDslrosities  have  al  all  times  excited  ihe  aileotion  of 
philosophers.  In  former' days  every  case  of  monstrons  formation  was  al- 
tiibuted  to  the  infiuenee  of  demons,  or  lb  ibe  anger  of  the  Deity ;  and,  beoce, 
by  the  Greek  aod  Roman  lawa,  monsters  weie  condemned  to  die.  Such 
opinions  could,  of  course,  bare  been  entertained  only  in  an  age  of  groas  au- 
perstitioo  and  ciednlity. 

•  8*e  J.  Itavy't  Ruesrche*,  Fhyiiohwioal  and  Anstomie*!,  vol.  9.  p.  190,  Lond.  1839, 
DOW  in  oonrae  of  rcpnblicalion  in  Ihe  Library. 

sphlkdetphia  Journal  of  the  Medioil  and  Phyucal  Bcisncs,  voL  I.  n.  39.    1S91. 

*  London  UooM,  March  7, 1840,  p.  B5T. 
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Brxry  exanpk  of  moiutromfy,  if  lb*  term  b«  correctly  applied,  is  cod- 
gen  jial.  Id  fad,  alt  iboce  laeiaiDorpbMci  aad  great  pbf  Biological  pheDomeoa 
wbicb  retoll  in  the  formatiDO,  and  in  the  flrsi  CTolutioo — of  (be  different 
on^ns,  belong  to  tbe  firs(  periods  of  ioA'a-uterine  life.  l»ibe  latt  period* c^ 
pregnaocf,  tbe  foeiui  is  subject  to  very  sligbt  efaangea,  and  auffera  tnii  rerr 
few  deviatioaa  tmo  the  apecifie  type.  It  ii  necessary  to  bear  this  in  misa, 
M  order  to  oixfersiaDd  coinpleiely  many  of  tj*  obaerTaiioas  1  aball  hereafter 

Aslamanimia  to  eoliipreuJDto  a  brief  space  the  largemataof  facts  wbicb 
bare  been  communicated  to  «s  on  tbis  subject,  I  sbail  pass  orer  one  branch 
oC  it,  on  trhieb  many  bondreds  of  pagei  have  been  wiitieo,  riz.  tbe  elattifi- 
cation  of  monsters.  For  many  at;e*  ihouiaodt  upon  thousands  of  cases  of 
monstrosiry  were  collected,  but  in  order  to  understand  their  origin,  it  was 
■b^mlutely  necessary  to  know  tbe  true  laws  of  tbe  original  deTelo[ieineiit  of 
ihe  TartooB  organs  of  the  human  subject.  It  was  also  necessary  that  com- 
pataiiTe  anaiomy  should  be  studied  in  tbe  modern  and  pbilosoptiic  manner 
which  bss  led  (o  such  rery  interesting  and  curious  resalls  as  tfaose  thai  wc 
DOW  possess.  The  establishtneni  of  the  theory  of  the  frequent  ariesi  and 
retardation  of  organic  deTelopemeut  has  led  to  sound  views  and  the  great  pr»> 

Sress  ibat  has  now  been  made  in  tbe  subject  of  mouslers,  ibe  phenomena 
aring  been  formerly  alenosl  unirersally  attributed  to  some  acciaeoial  devi- 
ation from  Ihe  ordinary  track  of  nature.  An  eiaminalioo,  however,  of  the 
onginal  developement  shows  na  that  the  greater  number  of  monsters  are  be- 
ings whose  growth  has  been  arrested,  and  in  whom  tbe  organs  of  the  embryo 
havp  been  leiained  antil  birib,  atid  are  associated  wiih  ilie  foBtal  oigaos. 

This  arrest  of  deeelopement  is  very  instructive  as  lo  those  cases  of  moa 
ntrosily  in  which  there  is  a  deficiency  of  organs.  Secondly,  other  phenonena 
■rise  m>m  exeest  of  d  eve  I  ope  m  en  t,  m  which  the  organs  are  Inger  or  more 
numeroo*  than  usual.  Thiidly,  there  are  anomalies,  wbicb  arise  neither 
frum  deficiency  nor  excess,  but  ili  which  the  piimitire  process  seems  simply 
perverted,  ibns  changing  the  direction  ind  situation  ofdiffereni  organs. 

The  lawa  governing  tbe  piodoction  of  these  anometies  must  be  derived 
from  the  genera)  laws  or  principles  of  organisation ;  and  tbe  first  and  most 
important  law  is  that  of  tbe  unity  of  orgioie  composition.  Tbe  organs  of 
animals  are  composed  of  precisely  the  same  materials,  «ie  always  esseoiially 
the  same,  and  are  eombioed  according  to  definite  rules.  By  this  law  of  unity 
of  type  in  ifae  formation  of  aoimaU,  as  shown  by  Meckel,  by  Series,  and 
especially  by  Geoffrey  St.  Hilaire,  we  are  enabled  lo  explain  tbe  resemblance 
thai  is  so  frequently  traced  between  the  anontalou*  forniaiion  in  one  race  of 
■nimaln,  and  ihe  natural  form  in  others.  Nothing  is  more  common  than  to 
find  thai  ihe  anomalons  Htrneture  of  monstrous  formations,  in  man  for  exam- 
ple, represeats  accurately  and  definitely  the  oaiuial  structure  in  other  ani- 
mals. According  to  this  law,  every  animal  in  whom  there  bit  been  an 
arrest  of  developement,  ought  to  realise,  in  some  of  its  organs,  the  coaditioo 
ihat  is  met  with  among  tbe  inferior  classes ;  and  such  is  the. case.  Again, 
when  there  is  an  excess  of  developemeni^  then  we  find  the  same  resemblance 
between  Ihe  animals  wbicb  are  tne  snbjects  of  it.  and  some  beings  that  are 
higher  in  the  scale.  This  ii  occasionally  found,  DUl  it  is  nol.io  common  ■■ 
■re  examples  of  the  huraan  family  resembling  lower  races,  in  consequence 
of  deficiency.  In  tbe  two  leclures  which  I  shall  give  on  this  subject,  I  shall 
refer  to  many  examples  illustrative  of  this  law,  but  a  few  of  them  may  now 
be  noticed. 

Many  of  the  monstrous  formationa  in  man,  conaequeot  upon  an  anesl  of 
developeroent,  bear  a  marked  resemblance  lo  different  mammalia.  For  exam- 
ple, the  peraistsnce  of  the  tail,  tbe  characieristic  of  mammalia.  In  the  early 
atages  of  the  human  embryo  there  is  a  oainral  prolon^lion  of  the  os  cocey- 
^is,  which  isneiibei  more  nor  less  than  a  tail,  and  which  is  usually  removed 
in  ibeprocesaof  devetopemeot.  Here  is aapecimea,  [exhibiting  it]  in  which 
this  ia  admirably  shown.    In  the  process  of  embryonic  life  the  tail  ought  lo 
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be  reiaored ;  but  if  inf  cireamstance  tak«s  place  ia  tbe  eariy  period  of  otoro- 
gestation,  so  as  to  airest  or  retard  the  de?elopeiiieiit  of  the  enibr]ro,  the  tail 
may  remain.  Here  i*  a  six  momhi'  f(Eius  [prcieDtiog  it]  exhibiiiog  a  per- 
maaeot  tail.  Again ;  nc  not  uDcommaDly  find,  as  a  apecimeD  of  moDstrositjr 
in  the  buroan  subject,  a  cloaca,  from  which  both  the  urine  and  the  feecee  ar* 
expelled ;  and  such  is  the  oaiDtal  structure  in  many  of  the  inferior  animals. 
Monslrosity  from  a  fissure  in  (he  lips,  in  conieqoeace  of  an  arrest  of  devetopc- 
nenl,  is  by  no  means  aoconinioa  in  man.  Here  it  a  specimen.  The  lipa 
are  ori^nally  formed  from  the  angles  to  the  centre,  and  join  at  the  median 
line;  but  if  an  arrest  of  def  elopement  lake  place,  if  the  lips  do  not  pass  to  the 
median  line,  there  will  be  a  cfaasm.  There  may  be  one  or  two  fissures,  at 
ihe  chasm  may  be  of  larger  or  smaller  compass,  constituting  what  is  impro- 
perly termed  Aare-/t;).  Itarisesfroman  arrest  of  devetopemeni,  and  it  repre- 
•enis  tbe  naiaral  strnciure  of  many  of  the  inferior  animals.  Again ;  the 
nierus  may  be  doohle  (of  which  there  ia  a  specimen  before  you)  in  the 
hnmao  subject,  bat  this  also  is  the  natural  structure  of  many  animilE.  There 
may  be  an  imperfect  Htate  of  the  convoluiians  of  the  brainy  repreeentinif, 
again,  the  slractare  of  inferior  animals.  We  often  meet  in  the  human  sub- 
ject with  a  bifureation  of  the  glans  penis,  or  (he  clitoris;  two  vagiuK  are  not 
*ery  udcommon.  These  are  monstrosities  arising  from  an  arrest  of  develope- 
ment,  and  they  represent  (he  natural  structure  of  many  animals.  Impelifa- 
ration  of  the  rulva  Is  not  nnfrequent;  the  seinal  organs  are  sometimea 
defieieDl,  and  occasionally  there  is  an  imperfect  developement  of  the  eyes. 

In  another  genus  of  monsters  the  limlra  are  deficient,  the  hands  and  feet 
appearing  to  exist  alone,  and  to  be  inserted  immediately  into  tbe  trunk  of  the 
body,  resembling  seals  and  cetacea.  An  ezampte  of  this  existed  in  a  Miss 
Biffin,  who  was  exhibited  some  years  ago  in  London  and  other  paH*  of  tbe 
kingdom.  In  her  case  there  was  an  arrest  of  developement,  but  in  many  of 
tbe  cetacea  this  is  Ihe  natural  formation,  thus  furnishinc  another  illusiratioo 
of  the  general  law.  Here  [Bbowing  ii]  is  an  example  of  monsiroaity  exactly 
resembling  Miaa  Biffin.  The  hands  and  feet  are  closely  united,  you  see,  to 
the  body.  No  limbs  are  developed.  Sometimes  there  is  a  deficiency  in  the 
arch  of  the  palate,  which  is  common  in  fish  ;  frequently  the  diaphragm  ia 
imperfectly  developed,  as  in  oviparous  animals;  at  other  times  we  find  aa 
a  specimen  of  monstrosity  a  com  muni  cation  beiweeo  the  different  eaviiies  of 
the  heart,  such  as  exists  in  reptiles.  The  absence  of  the  brain  and  spinal 
marrow  is  not  uncommon  in  tbe  human  subject.  Very  frequently  the  cere- 
brnl  system  is  composed  only  of  ganglia  and  nervous  filaments,  as  in  (he  case 
of  many  of  thearticulaled  animals.  , 

The  cases  are  mudi  more  rare  in  which  inferior  animals  resemble  the 
higher  from  an  eicesa  of  dcTelopement.  Qeoffroy  St.  Hilaire  mentions  cases 
in  Ihe  carnivorous  tribe  in  which  there  was  an  excess  of  developement,  and 
the  tail  had  entirely  disappeareil.  He  has  seen  other  cases  in  which  tbe  spinal 
marrow  ascended  as  high  in  the  vertebral  canal  as  in  man.  All  this  is, 
physiologically,  cxiremeTv  curious. 

The  fact  of  tbe  naiural  fofmatton  of  the  inferior  tribes  existing  in  mon- 
strosity in  man,  clearly  proves— and  this  proof  has  only  been  afforded  to  as 
in  recent  tlroes-^thai  monstrosity  Is  not,  as  was  once  believed,  a  disorder 
arising  from  the  blind  freaks  of  nature,  but  that  it  is  governed  by  constant 
and  precise  laws,  and  is  capable  of  being  submitted  to  a  regular  aitd  scientific 
elassifieailon,  and  this  elassIfieaiioD  has  been  effected  in  a  very  elaborate 
manner  by  Geoffrey  Si.  Hilaire. 

Another  law,  a  law  very  closely  connected  indeed  with  monstrosity,  and 
one  of  the  fuDdamental  principles  of  embryology,  is  this,  ibal  no  organ*  ori- 
ginally pre-exist  in  the  ovum.  All  the  organs  are  formed  at  various  parts  of 
tbe  growth  of  ihe  ovum.  At  first  each  organ  is  extremely  minute,  extremely 
simple;  and  each  afterwards  passes  through  a  series  of  changes  in  tbe  pro- 
eess  of  developement.  When  tbe  different  o^ans  have  airived  at  their  per- 
manent end  natural  state,  some  of  them  have  pasaed  tbrongh  a  greater 


Ifonh  oil  Monstroaities.  133 

number  orcbBn$rea  than  oihers,  aod  bare  deviated  frooi  ibeir  ocigiaal  cob- 
fbrmalioQ  more  ihan  others.  Id  «onic,  Ibe  chaDf^es  are  (ew  and  uaimpotisoti 
ID  others,  ibey  are  Damerous  and  imponaui.  Tbi*  ia  ibe  ootmal,  bul  ooi  ibe 
ioTariable  law  of  derelopenieDl,  for  an  organ  cnay  Btop  beseaih  the  ordiuatf 
degree  ofdevelopenieni,  or  be  entirely  aboiiive;  or,  oa  ibe  contrary,  it  nay  ex- 
ceed it,  and  ibus  ariae  the  two  great  clasaet  of  moQaters-— one  from  arrett 
orderelopement,  ibe  otbet  from  its  ezceas. 

Now.  of  course,  tbe  admisaionof  ibe  lawof  the  non  pre-exitieoceoforgBU 
ill  tbe  eerm  is  fatal  to  tbe  old  doctrine  of  original  monairosity  before  fecunda- 
lioD.  Tbe  aaeicDt  doctrine  taught  that  monstroaity  arose  before  fecundation 
bad  taken  place,  from  tome  original  malformalioD  of  the  germ.  Tbii  posi- 
lioD  is  now  entirely  abandoned,  not  upon  any  bypoiheiical  ground*,  bul,  froa 
Ibe  immense  number  offsets  which  bar*  been  collected  in  oppoaition  lo  it. 
Il  is  ime  that  Meckel  baa  endeavoured  to  revive  ibU  doclrine,  bnt  only  witb 
a  view  to  escape  fiom  difiieuliies  and  to  account  for  oetlaid  caae*  of  moit- 
Mtosuy,  which  it  is  safer  in  the  present  state  of  leieace  to  confess  ara 
aiterly  incapable  of  explanation.  According  to  tbe  law  which  admits  tbe 
foroiaiiOD  and  not  the  evolution  or  Dafolding,  as  it  were,  of  organs,  nxinsiMa 
from  arrest  of  devejopement  may  be  considered  as  permanent  embryos,  in 
some  respects.  We  see  al  the  end  of  their  intra-ulerine  life  gome  of  ihe  oi^ 
gans  in  the  simple  state  in  which  ibey  were  at  first  forioed. 

A  third  law  is  that  of  eccentric  developement.  According  to  tbe  doclrina 
of  Haller  and  all  tbe  physiologists  of  the  18th  ceniury,  every  vessel  %oi 
every  nerve,  dividing  more  ana  loore,  proceeded  from  the  heart  and  bruio 
towards  tbe  surface;  and  ibis,  by  philosophers  and  physiologists  who  eiiber 
preceded  Hallei  or  adopted  his  more  mature  views,  was  termed  the  law  of 
centrifugal  developement.  Bul  in  consequence  of  the  labours  of  Series  and 
Oeoffroy  SL  Hilaire  ibis  nation  is  Hlmoal  entirely  abandoned,  and  the  oppo- 
site doclrine,  that  of  eccentric  or  centripetal  developement  is  now  generally 
received.  Serres  and  Oeuffroy  St.  Hilaire  say— and  there  i*  no  doubt  that 
it  is  true  to  ■  great  eileol,  though  not  entirely, — that  the  vessels  and  nervei 
are  formed  before  ibe  heart  and  nervous  centres — [be  brain  and  spinal  mar- 
row. [  proved  to  you  on  a  foimer  occasion,  that  the  blood-vessels  were 
formed  before  the  heart  i  and  that  even  the  rootion  of  th«  blood  could  be  seen 
before  the  pulsation  of  tbe  bean,  elearlv  abowincc  [he  correctness  of  the  geoc^- 
nil  law  laid  down  by  Setres  and  Geutfroy  Si.  Hilaire,  in  oppoaiiioo  lo  the 
pbilosopbic  dogma  of  tbe  organisation  of  parts  taking  place  from  the  centre 
lo  the  surface,  rather  than  from  tbe  surface  to  the  centre.  The  faeari,  lot 
example,  the  brain,  and  ihe  spinal  marrow,  are  vfry  freqaently  found  nanl- 
ing  in  cases  of  monaliosily  ;  bul  the  blood-vessels  and  nerves  are  never 
wholly  doGcteal.  They  may  be  more  or  less  deficient,  thus  regicesendng  the 
klmcture  of  inferior  animals,  but  they  are  never  eniirely  wanling.  If  tbeae 
vessels  proceeded  from  tbe  heart,  the  spinal  manow,  and  ibe  brain,  and  tboa« 
Ibree  orgaos  were  deficient,  the  vessels  would  be  deficient  also;  bul  thai  is 
not  the  case,  proving  that  [he  elaboiaiion,  ibe  developement,  of  the  vessels 
is  not  necessarily  dependent  upon  ibe  previous  formation  of  the  bean,  Ihe 
brain,  or  tbe  spinal  marrow. 

Again ;  Serres  contends  (and  he  is  supported  to  a  grent  extent  by  Allen 
Tbomsoo,  a  very  good  auchoiiiy  upon  the  subj^cl  of  embryology)  that  tbe 
developement  of  the  body  commences  from  the  two  lateral  halves,  and  ibat 
each  central,  each  single  organ  is  originally  a  double  one.  This  can  only  be 
observed  in  the  earliest  periods  of  the  formaiion  of  the  embryo.  The  right 
and  teSi  portions  are  at  Grsi  distinct  and  separate,  bul  afterwards  become 
United.  Now  if,  from  an  arresi  of  developement,  the  union  of  the  Iwo  halves 
is  prevented,  which  occasionally  happens,  if  this  priniiiive  state  of  formation 
becomes  permanent,  then  two  lateral  organs,  of  course,  are  formed.  If  organs 
lying  on  the  median  tine  of  the  body,  are  originally  composed  of  two  halves 
—and  Ibis  is  clearly  proved  to  be  the  case,— and  any  thing  inierferes  (o  arrest 
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«T  retard  tbeir  deTeloprment,  tb«D  that  which  ought  to  be  a  kindle  orpn  iv< 
maio*  peraaaDemlf  two.  Whea  this  ocean  io  the  hamaD  aiibjeei,  it  agtio 
preseoli  ai  a  moaatnwitr  in  a  higher,  that  wbicfa  ii  the  iM>torar«truciure  ib 
marif  of  the  lower  animals.  The  two  oriipaal  halves  o(  an  or^aB  aiaf  be 
^iie  dittiact,  or  partiallf  lepanie,  accordiog  Io  the  period  of  ioroaatioa  at 
itbieh  the  arretl  of  deTelopeneol  look  place. 

Again ;  fissure  of  ibe  lip«,  the  palale,  and  the  Mfotum  and  spina  bifida  m 
man,  areallapecimeasof  anettsof  developement,  but  are  similar  iQibe  aaln- 
n\  BlrnctBia  of  inferior  Boimals.  Series  also  atates  that  the  hollow  orgaaa 
aituaied  on  the  median  line  are  compoMd  of  two  halrea  aa  well  aa  the  solid 
orgaaa.     There  are,  at  one  period  of  deTelopemenl,  two  aoilM,  two  raginM, 

All  tfaese  organs  are  considered  to  pass  tktongh  three  socceasife  stages  in 
the  process  of  aeTclopemeai.  In  the  first  stage,  tfaey  are  double,  aad  the  twa 
portiooe  are  qoiie  separate  ;  in  tbe  second,  thejr  approach  and  oniie  upon  tb« 
median  liae,  the  two  inner  walls  beiog  applied  agaiost  each  other ;  in  tbe 
third,  there  is  a  derelopement  of  the  inaer  walls,  by  which  tbe  two  halves 
become  gradually  approximated,  and  that  which  origLBall)r  constituted  two 
aepa rate  halves  is  now  reduced  bjr  a  process  of  aaiure  into  one  single  orgBQ. 
If  hf  arreft  of  developement  (he  seeond  stage  of  formation  remains  penua- 
neut,  the  inoer  walls  of  the  primitive  orgacs,  which  form  naturally  a  tempo- 
rtry  sepiam,  are  not  removed,  and  (he  organ  is  dividtv]  by  a  longitDdioal 
partition.  Here  [ebowing  the  preparation]  is  a  very  rare  specimen  of  a  lon- 
gilttdinal  division  of  ibe  rigina  and  uterus,  extending  from  the  os  eilerDOOk 
to  (be  fuaduB  of  the  nierns,  dividing  bo[h  organs  into  two.  Tha  arrest  of 
developemenimust  huve  occurred  heie  at  a  very  early  period;  and  here  again 
we  see  realised  in  the  mouiious  formation  of  man  ibe  asioial  struelare  of 
different  animala. 

There  is  another  fact  dependent  upon  Ihe  law  of  developemeol  towards  tb« 
centre,  and  thai  is,  tbe  greater  coosiancy  of  those  organs  which  are  of  earif 
formation  than  those  of  later  developcment.  Any  cause  at  any  period  of 
pregnaaCT  disturbing  the  process  of  growth  will  very  little,  if  at  all,  iolerfer* 
with  (be  devetopement  and  giowth  of  organs  nearly  or  perfrclly  formed  j  bal 
it  may  have  conaiderable  influence  upon  organs  as  yet  impcrfecily  developed. 
Thus,  it  has  been  found  that  the  umbilicus  and  small  iaiesiioes  are  by  far 
ibe  moat  conslani  parts  in  moosteis ;  and  that  for  ibe  clearest  leason,  because 
Ibey  are  among  ibe  {wrla  first  formed,  and  as  such  they  are  exposed  to  fewer 
causes  of  arrest  or  disturbance  of  developenient  iban  those  wbicb  are  aher- 
Wards  formed,  and  which  are  exposed,  to  lapse  of  time  and  various  circum- 
siances  inlerfering  with  their  elaboration  and  growth.  Many  examples  of 
tbe  kind  might  be  adduced.  Still  it  is  impossible  fur  any  one  who  leads  ibe 
works  of  Serres  and  Oeoflroy  St.  Hilaire  with  a  determination  to  arrive  at 
the  troth,  il  he  can,  lo  go  to  the  full  extent  of  the  position  which  those  pbt- 
losonh  era  have  laid  down  wilb  respeei  to  the  laws  of  centripetal  develqjiemeat. 

Tliecausesof  the  arresi  of  developemeol  and  of  the  excess  of  organisation 
aeem  lo  be  at  present  beyond  our  rcaeii.  Arrest  of  derelopement  leaches  oi 
much  aa  to  (he  origin  of  monsters  wiih  deficient  organs;  but  scarcely  any 
Ibing  as  to  cases  of  monstrosity  from  excess  of  paris.  And  the  aitenipts  to 
explain  these  rarer  anomalies  are  as  yet  by  no  means  saiisfac(ory.  There  is 
another  law  by  which  tbe  produciion  of  some  anomalies  has  been  explained, 
and  that  is,  the  law  of  compensation  in  dlSereol  organs.  Excess  of  nutrition 
in  one  organ  is  proved  to  involve  the  total  or  partial  atrophy  of  another,  and 
w'ce  vartA,  If  one  organ  be  preternaturally  large,  anoiher  is  pielernaturally 
amall ;  or  if  one  be  preternaiurally  small,  we  find,  by  Ihe  same  law  of  com- 
pensatioQ,  that  anoincr  is  preternaturally  large ;  thus  establishing  a  very  cu- 
rious law.  Let  us  not  neglect  facts  because  they  do  not  appear  practical ; 
they  are  alwaya  imporiani,  and  we  know  ooi  lu  what  useful  results  they  may 
uliimaiely  lead.  Many  appticaiiona  of  this  law  of  compensation  may  h« 
made  to  ibe  subject  of  monstrosiiies.    Thus,  for  example,  we  occasionally 
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Me  indiTidaals  witb  more  fin^ra  on  one  hind,  and  more  toes  on  one  foot, 
tban  oitural ;  bal,  io  lh«  great  majoriijr  o(  such  speeimena,  if  there  be  six 
Itofera  OD  one  band,  there  are  ooly  four  od  the  ntber;  or  if  ibere  be  tii  lOM 
on  one  Toot,  ibere  are  onlf  Tour  on  the  other.  The  Tact  which  is  Choa  |>rore4 
is  exriMincd  by  the  term,  law  of  eompeosatioD. 

Another  law  which  is  very  carions  is  that  of  tbe  similar  [Knition  of  pals,  or 
the  affinity  of  similar  parts  for  each  oihar,  called  by  Qeoffroy  St.  Hilaire, 
**  Affinitfc  de  sot  pour  soi." 

If  two  or  more  organs  perfectly  resemble  each  other,  tbey  seem  lo  hare  s 
Urong  tendency  to  unite  and  approach.  Thos,  physiolt^sts  have  at  all  timet 
been  struck  with  the  phenomena  of  double  monstrosities ;  for  it  has  inTarisbly 
been  obserTed — although  until  the  labours  of  Serrcs  and  others  of  recent 
times  it  was  ocrer  capable  of  eiplanation. — that  in  cases  of  double  moa- 
atrosity  parts  of  a  similar  kind  were  inrariably  attached  to  each  other.  This 
is  constant  and  common  to  all  monsters,  and  influences  all  the  facts  of 
double  moDStrosily.  Thus,  side  is  united  to  side,  face  to  face,  back  lo  beck-, 
each  part  in  the  oae  corresponding  precisely  with  the  same  organ  in  the 
other.  Every  Tesael,  every  nerve,  every  muscle  situated  in  tbe  line  of  union 
of  the  monstrous  body  joins  itself  to  the  same  ressel,  the  same  nerre,  the 
same  muscle  in  the  other  half.  This  is  a  very  curious  law  of  nature,  and  is 
precisely  analogous  to  the  two  halves  of  an  organ  originally  seiwraied  oaitiDg 
in  their  fotther  developement  There  are  before  us  several  specimens  of 
double  monsier«,  tables,  and  plares,  illustrating  the  trulli  of  ibis  position. 
And  here,  in  the  "Recberchea  D'Anatomie  Transcendante,"  by  Serres,  yoti 
see  clearly  itlustraled,  in  the  different  plates  exhibiting  the  anatomy  of  tb« 
double  monster  Ritta-CbtistiDa,  this  law  of 'Mj^nt't^  de  soi  pour  soi.''  Each 
similar  bone  is  attached  to  a  similar  bone  on  the  opposite  side.  We  shall 
DeverGodanartery  attached  to  another  artery  of  a  different  nature.  Knowing 
Ibis  fact,  we  can  at  once  distinguish  between  true  cases  of  moostroaiiy  and 
those  wnieh  are  alleged  to  have  been  met  with,  but  which  really  never  oc- 
curred i  we  can  distinguish  between  the  fabulous  moniters  of  by-gone  days, 
and  those  which  reaUy  existed.  Many  cases  of  monstrosity  recorded  ia 
former  times  were  mere  fables.  Id  many  such  instances  one  head  is  repre- 
sented as  growing  from  the  apper,  the  other  from  the  inferior  part  of  the  body  ■, 
the  back  of  one  was  said  to  be  attached  to  the  belly  of  the  other.  No  such 
cases,  I.believe,  were  ever  seen.  The  law  regarding  tbe  fotraalioo  of  doable 
monstrosities  ia  universal  and  invariable,  so  far  as  we  can  judge  from  the  spe- 
cimens befure  as,  and  all  those  I  have  seen  in  English  or  foreign  museums. 

Passing  over  a  great  many  intermediate  observations  made  by  St.  Hilaire, 
I  come  to  something  more  practical,  and  will  make  a  few  observations  ok 
certain  anomalies  from  a  diminution  of  the  eolooring  matter. 

It  ia  well  known  that  the  skin  derives  its  colour  fVom  a  parlicnlar 

Criaciple,  named  pigmentum.  This  pigroentum  may  be  leu*  coloured  or 
■ea  afonndant  than  usual ;  it  may  be  wanting  entirely,  oi  it  may  be  too  deeply 
eolonred.     Again,  there  may  be  simple  alteration  of  colour. 

I  will  first  give  a  brief  sketch  of  that  slate  which  arises  from  a  diminnlios 
of  colour.  Individuals  whose  skin  is  but  slightly  or  nol  at  all  coloured,  have 
long  been  known  by  the  name  of  Allnnot.  They  were  at  firit  itippossd  to  be 
a  particular  race,  but  albinism  is  now  known  to  be  the  result  of  some  indi- 
ridnal  and  accidental  modification,  Tbe  skin  appears  to  be  white  in  conse- 
quence of  the  absence  of  the  plgmeQtnm ;  the  bair  ia  also  while ;  tbe 
iris  is  deprived  of  its  colour,  and  it  is  usoally  red ;  the  pupil  is  of  a  fiery 
red,  and  hence  such  individnals  have  a  peculiar  physiognomr.  A  family 
of  this  kind  may  ofien  he  seen  walking  np  and  down  Oiforo  street-  Al- 
binos are  frequeolly  blind  for  some  lime  alter  birth,  in  consequence  of  the 
permaneal  presence  of  tbe  membrsQa  pupillaris,  which  ought  to  disappear  at 
■  certain  time  of  fmial  life.  The  eonoition  of  the  iris  does  not  enable  them 
to  bear  a  strong  lieht ;  it  is  not  opaque  as  it  ordinarily  ia,  but  remains  transpa- 
rent, from  want  of  eoloering  matter,  and  thus  allows  all  tbe  rays  of  light  to 
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of  beariog  thecn.    Albinos  are  ihus  like  n — , __ 

dark.     Peirect  aibiaiBni  is  a  casunoo  occuireuce.     Albinos  are  geaerally  of 


B  delicaie  coosEiluiioD  ;  tbeir  limbs  are  longer  than  n 
tbeir  Deck  larger,  and  their  physiogDomy  i«  dull  aod  disagreeable.  Usually 
Jlie  males  are  barren,  but  not  rbe  feriialei.  It  is  to  a  &iale  of  partial  albtniini 
ittat  we  must  refer  individuais  partly  white  and  partly  blark  amoiij;  the 
negro  race.  Thus,  two  blacks  may  have  a  white  child  ;  or  the  offspring  of 
an  Albino  and  a  negro  may  be  partially  black.  If  we  were  not  aware  of  this 
fact,  adultery  migbi  be  suBpeeted — very  unjustly.  1  remember  a  |iatiial  caM 
of  albinism  id  the  faoiily  ol  a  patieol  of  mine  in  London.  Tbe  females,  and 
the  females  alone  of  ibis  family,  had  had  for  many  ^eneraiioos  perfecllf 
bUck  bair,  eiceptiog  a  band  of  bait  about  two  inches  ia  bieadlb,  in  front, 
which  was  as  white  as  snow.  This  was  a  curious  case  of  tbe  waat  of  de- 
Telopemepl  of  (be  colouring  matter.  Thpir  beads  were  shaved,  and  varioua 
experiments  were  tried,  but  all  in  vain  ;  it  appeared  like  a  band  of  white  ribbon, 
and  I  endearoured,  though  without  success,  to  persuade  the  iwo  lasses  wbom 
I  saw  that  it  added  to  their  beauty. 

Albinos  are  seen  in  every  clicaaie,  in  every  country  ;  they  are  rare,  how- 
ever, in  cold  regions,  but  are  com ni on  in  wartn,  and  in  the  tropics;  and 
Jieuce  arose  tbe  general  opinion  which  still  prevaiU,  tbal  ibey  are  a  disiinet 
race  of  people.  It  is  curious  that  they  should  exist  pariculaily  in  the  tropics; 
it  show*  that  cases  of  albinism  are  much  more  frequent  among  black  than 
whita  people. 

As  to  the  nature  and  causes  of  this  condition,  I  will  dismiss  them  briefly  ; 
Itut  it  is  worth  while  to  observe  thai  St.  Hilaire  has  proved  (hat  long  con- 


of  Blumenbach  is  to  a  certain  extent  supported,  viz.  that  albinism  is  occa- 
sionally the  result  of  disease.  This  is  sometimes  true,  but  it  is  much  ofiener 
true  that  it  arises  from  an  arrest  of  developement.  The  pigmeotum  of  the 
■kiu  is  not  present  in  the  fcefus  until  an  advanced  period  of  pregnancy,  and 
the  offspring  of  blacks  may  sometimes  remain  as  white  as  the  children  of  tb« 
European  race.  It  is  easy  to  conceive  that  (he  developement  of  tbe  skin  may 
be  arrested  before  the  pigment  has  been  deposited  tn  the  cutaneous  tissue  so 
as  to  imparl  to  it  its  natural  colour.  Henee,  the  natural  colour  of  the  skin, 
the  hair,  the  iris,  and  tbe  choroid  coat  of  tbe  eye,  may  remain  deficieoi 
limply  from  an  arrest  of  developement,  and  without  disease. 

As  a  proof  that  this  anomaly  may  be  referred  to  an  arrest  of  developement, 
I  may  raeotion  thai  albinism  js  not  the  only  fceisl  condiiion  which  remain* 
permanent.  The  fixtus  during  tbe  second  half  of  its  intra-uterine  life  is 
covered  with  a  fine  downy  appearance,  observable  wiib  Ibe  naked  eye  or  with 
a  microscope,  in  the  process  of  developement  this  downy  appearance  is  re- 
moved, bui  io  almost  every  case  of  a  perfect  Albino  it  permanently  remains 
over  ihe  whole  surface  of  the  body,  showing  ibe  arrest  of  that  developement 
by  which  the  downy  appearance  ought  to  have  been  removed.  Again,  ibe 
frequent  presence  at  birib  of  tbe  membruna  pupillaris  is  another  proof  of 
arrest  of  developement. 

i  will  now  make  a  few  observations  upon  Ihe  anomalies  arising  from  an  ex- 
cess of  colouring  matter,  or  melanosis.  The  pieseace  io  the  skin  of  a  deeper 
pigmealum  than  naiural,  constilules,  according  to  St.  Hilaire,  a  species  of 
congenital  melanosis.  This  is  not  uncommon  in  many  animals;  but  it  is 
less  common  In  man  thno  albinism.  The  term  vielaniitit,  1  may  observe,  is 
usually  applied  lu  a  particular  form  of  disease  cbaracleiised  by  black  or  very 
dark  tumours,  which  appear  io  rhe  different  tissues  of  the  body,  at  various 
periods  of  life.  1  must  oot  travel  from  my  subject  to  touch  upon  one  on 
which  I  have  no  iorurniaiiun  to  offer,  but  1  may  jusi  show  you  this  beautiful 
specimen  of  melanosis,  one  of  many  from  tbe  collection  of  Mr.  Kieroan, 
who  lias  been  long  investigating  tbe  subject  with  bis  well  known  induitrjr 
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ind  ability.  Many  oRvi  maivrDJ  are  Dothios  more  tban  examplps  of  cod- 
geniial  melaoosis.  Writers  in  general  conround  oadeT  ihe  lerin  oterus  two 
stale!!  of  verf  diBerem  charitclers — ihe  ooe  being  melanosis  of  tl)e  skin,  de- 
pending on  an  excess  of  colaariag-  matter;  the  other  arising  from  a  preier- 
nalural  condition  of  the  blood-?essels  of  ibe  part,  Ihe  latter  Ming  tpcbnically 
known  by  the  name  of  aneurietn  by  anaatonotia,  an  appellation  glfco  to  It 
bf  JobD  Bell.  Complete  raeUnosb  may  occur  siiddenly  in  the  adult, 
Ruyach  published  the  case  of  a  man  who  at  the  age  of  70,  id  conseiguence  of 
aotne  powerful  moral  etDoiion,  became  in  odo  ni^hl  as  black  as  a  negro. 
There  other  cases  of  (he  same  hind  on  record,  which  hare  been  classed  by 
the  older  writers  under  the  term  black  jaundice,  from  the  person  becoming 
not  perfectly  black,  but  of  a  dark  and  deep  colour. 

Nnri.  depeuding  upon  an  anomalous  condition  of  the  blood-vessels,  are 
'  red,  Tiolet,  or  black  ;  those  which  are  red  become  deeper  from  mental  emo- 
tion, heal  of  the  sklu,  or  any  circumstance  capable  of  producing  a  blush  on 
the  surface  of  the  body.  These  vascular  OEeri  are  generally  elevated  above 
the  surface,  and  may  appear  in  every  organ  and  of  every  form.  I  saw  oua 
case,  shown  to  me  by  Dr.  R.  Jjee,  which  covered  nearly  the  whole  body. 

These  Taecular  UKvi  increase  by  heat,  and  of  course  they  are  affected  by 
the  wariDth  of  summer;  at  thai  season  ihey  are  redder  than  at  others,  and 
beace  the  popular  belief  that  they  resemble  certain  fruit  which  has  been 
longed  for  by  the  mother,  and  that  they  follow  the  lawa  of  its  growth.  This 
is  ail  nonsense.  It  is  true  that  these  nsvi  become  redder  when  the  fruit  is 
Tipe ;  but  that  is  becaose  a  greater  determination  of  blood  takes  place  to  the 
surface  of  the  body  during  the  warm  weather,  and  thus  the  nKvi  become 
elevated  and  present  a  more  turgid  and  red  appearance  than  at  other  times. 

Sometimes  nKvi  disappear  after  birth ;  someiimea  they  give  way  to  com- 
pression, and  this  is  one  of  ibe  means  occasionally  had  recourse  to  for  their 
removaL  It  is  worth  while,  however,  to  know  that  Recamier  says,  thai  how- 
evef  sitDpte  the  treatment  of  vascular  deevi  by  compression  may  be,  yet  it  is 
BM  safe  to  employ  it;  for  alibougb  the  surlace  may  appear  to  be  perfectly 
healthy,  yet  the  amount  of  compression  necessary  for  ihe  purpose  of  cure  is 
extreioely  likely  to  produce  cancer.  I  shall  in  a  subsequent  part  of  the 
course  enter  upon  a  oetailed  account  orihe  nature  and  treaimeol  of  ncEvi. 

CoDgenilat  melanotic  slai'ns  upon  Ihe  surface  of  the  shin  vary  greatly  in 
tituaiioD,  form,  and  colour,  and  sometimes  >bey  are  covered  with  hair. 
They  are  oAen,  by  the  public,  said  to  resemble  some  eaimal  bv  which  the 
mother  has  been  frightened  during  lier  pregnancy.  But  how  is  the  evidence 
obtained  upon  wbicn  this  foolish  belief  is. founded  1  A  woman  ir  delivered 
ofa  child,  having  upon  the  surface  of  its  body  a  dark  stain,  perhaps  covered 
with  hair.  Theatteodant  gossips  assert  that  it  is  like  a  cat,  a  rat,  or  a  mouse. 
The  mother  is  asked  if  she  has  uoi  been  frightened  by  either  the  ooe  or  the 
other  of  those  animals  during  her  pregnancy.  If  she  answer  in  the  affirma- 
tive, the  parties  are,  of  course,  satisfied.  If  she  reply  io  the  negative,  she  is 
asked  by  what  ahe  was  frightened,  or  what  she  saw  while  she  was  with  child. 
And  you  may  easily  imagiue  that  such  a  train  of  inquiry  must  lead  to  the 
wished-for  conclusion  that  the  stain  upon  the  child  resembles  soroelbing — no 
matter  what — which  the  mother  saw  rn  the  course  of  her  pregnancy.  Dur- 
ing the  French  revolution  a  woman  was  delivered  of  a  female  child  which 
bad  a  dark  spot  upon  its  arm.  This  was  converted  into  a  very  correct  re- 
semblance oJ  the  cap  of  libfriy  ;  and,  the  iroporlani  fact  being  communicated 
to  the  government,  the  woman  obtained  a  premium  for  having  brought  forth 
a  child  with  a  revolniionary  emblem  on  its  arm  ! 

These  nsvi  generally  remain  during  life,  unless  removed  bv  surgical  means. 

Tbas,  gentlemen,  I  have  ventured,  for  once,  to  depart  Irom  purely  piEK- 
lical  topics,  in  order  thai  I  might  give  you  a  general  sketch  of  the  curious 
and  inierestiD){  aubjeet  oC  monstrosities.  In  the  neit  leetmre  I  shall  reenme 
and  complete  the  topic. 

(  To  be  concluded  in  iiw  ne^.) 
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BIBLIOORAPHICAL  NOTICES. 

BeWt  edUion  of  A.  Cond>t  on  the  management  af  Infancy} 

Tbe  volume  before  u*  is  iniended  niher  for  the  laity  than  the  profeMioo  ; 
f  et,  procedinfi  fioin  two  able  hjrgieDisis,  it  eould  not  fail  to  contaiD  mach  tbat 
is  intereatiog  to  tbe  latter. 

Dr.  Combe  baa  been  bigbly  eueceMful  aa  a  writer  on  popular  mediciDe,  if 
ire  ref^rd  ibe  nainber  of  bis  6rst  pobliealioD^^u  pbjrsiolosr — sold  id  Great 
Britain  as  well  at  in  this  country.  His  Principles  orPhfsJotagr  merited  that 
auccess,  and  served  as  a  prolegomenoa  to  his  Treatise  on  Digestion,  which 
followed  after  J  but  which,  in  our  eatimation,  was  a  far  inferior  trork,  and 
owed  perhaps  its  rery  eiistence  to  the  case  of  San  Martin,  now  »o  well 
'hoown  as  baring  farnisbed  Dr.  Beaumont  with  tbe  materials  for  his  work  ra 
the  gastric  juice. 

The  publicaiion  before  us  consists  of  various  chapters.  1.  Intro- 
dbctory  explanations ;  S.  Extent  of  rooriality  io  inrancy ;  3.  Soorcea  of 
disease  io  infancy;  4.  Delicacy  of  constitution  in  iafancy;  b.  Condiliona  ■• 
the  moifaer  nffecling  Ibe  bealib  of  tbe  child ;  6.  Of  tbe  consliluiion  of  the  infant 
at  birth  i  7.  The  nuriery  and  conditions  required  in  it ;  8.  Tbe  management 
of  tbe  infant  immediately  after  birth— washing  and  dressing ;  9.  Foodof  tb« 
infant  at  birth;  10.  On  the  choice,  properties  and  regimen  of  a  nurse;  11. 
Artificial  nursing  and  weaning ;  13.  Cleaolinets,  exercise,  and  sleep  in  early 
infancy;  13.  Management  of  the  infant  during  teething;  X4.  Management 
from  the  time  of  weaning  to  the  end  of  ibe  second  year ;  15.  On  the  moral 
management  of  infancy ;  and  a  supplementary  chapter  by  Dr.  Bell,  coniaia* 
ing  many  facta  and  reflections  applicable  to  Ibis  cooDlry. 


MISCELLANEOUS  NOTICES. 


Trtalment  of  poitorting  vith  narcotic  tubttancee. — By  T.  T.  G.  Bait- 
TOgon,  M.  0.*— Not  withstanding  tbat  the  subject  of  poisoning  by  opium  and 
other  narcotics  has  been  so  ably  and  frequently  Ireateo  of  by  eminent  authors, 
and  as  there  is,  I  fear,  too  great  a  tendency  in  medical  practitioners  Io  form 
an  unfavourable  prognosis,  after  having  in  such  cases  used  tbe  stomach 
pump  and  emetics  without  Ibe  desired  elect,  I  am  anxious,  with  your  per- 
misiiOD,  to  make  afew  additional  observations  concerning  ibe  mode  of  rousing 
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patieali.  apon  a  prioeiple  wbicb,  although  it  may  hare  been  occasionatly,  but 
obscnretr,  niDled  *U  ha*  om,  1  coDceive,  been  lofficiently  iosisled  upon  ;  Da<t 
ibat  is.  cootJDued  DOTel  or  alicroaie  impreMioD  upon  ihe  oervoui  fysiem 
Cbrou^h  ifae  medium  of  (he  stomach,  aad  the  eziernal  turrace  eenerally. 

This  DOTekf  of  impressioD,  ai  1  Urm  it,  may  b«  produ';«d  by  any  roeans 
which  may  appear  to  the  practitiooer  most  appropriate  at  the  lirae  ;  but  the 
mode  which  I  W*c  Touod  the  most  ready  for  prodacing;  ibis  efiret,  is,  alter- 
nation of  impreaaion  with  hot  and  cold  waier,  on  diflereol  parts  of  the  sur- 
Dice  of  the  body.  1  am  well  aware  thai  Drs.  Chrlstisoa,  Paris,  and  Beck, 
ncommended  cold  water  to  be  ihrowo  over  the  head,  Chest,  dbe.  Dr.  Paris 
■ayi  it  rouaea  the  energy  of  the  brain.  It  ii  alao  considered  useful  m  assist 
tbe  action  of  emetics.  Dr.  A.  T.  Thomioo  reeommeDda  the  use  of  the  warm 


SprinkltDg  ike  chest  and  bach  of  the  patient  wiih  cold  water,  while  in  the 
bath,  has  also  an  excellent  effect  in  ronsiog  ihe  system;  yet,  even  these, 
in  a  short  time,  tbe  relations  lemaiuinK  the  same,  loae  considerably  their  in- 
fluesee,  as  I  have  myself  proved,  and  for  this  reason  it  is  ibal  I  am  anxious, 
leal,  by  attending  literally  to  the  particular  remedies  Teeommeoded  by  thes« 
excellent  aaihors,  the  principle  of  alternate  impressjou,  whicb  ought  to  be 
insisied  upon,  should  be  lost  sight  of.  Besides,  it  frequently  happens  that  a 
irarm  baiD  (particularly  amongst  the  poor')  cannot  be  pru(;ured  ;  how,  then, 
can  we  well  supply  its  place,  unless  we  bear  in  mind  the  principle  upon 
which  it  is  used  1     Ana  this  I  apprehend  to  be  threefold,  viz.  la  rouse  hy 

Seneral  impression,  to  restore  or  iacreaae  aoimal  heat,  and  to  determine  the 
lood  to  the  surface,  in  order  to  assist  iu  relieving,  if  possible,  the  congested 
state  of  The  lungs  and  right  side  of  the  heart,  produced  hy  the  slate  of  coma 
which  narcotics  induce.' 

Hence  tbe  great  use,  in  such  casea,  of  causing  patients,  if  we  can.  to  respire 
frequently.  ArliGcial  respiralioD,  where  it  could  be  effected,  would,  for  ibis 
Teason,  be  also  valuable  in  extreme  ceaei,  as  a  proof  of  which  I  would  refer 
my  readers  to  some  interesting  experiments  of  Sir  B.  Brodie,  in  tbe  "Phil. 
Trans.  1813,"  in  which  the  circulation  was  mHintaiaed  by  artificial  respira- 
tion, after  the  natural  respiration  had  been  suspended  by  the  action  of  nat- 
coiic  poisons,  uniii  their  oaneful  iuflueoee  upon  Ihe  seosorium  had  passed 
o8^  and  the  sensibility  and  consequent  natural  respiration  were  restored. 

Now,  I  consider  that  these  indications  may  be  fulfilled  by  the  judicious  use 
of  warm  and  cold  water.  It  must  be  evident  ihat  we  fulfil  all  ibese  at  once 
by  placing  the  extremities  in  warm  water,  and  by  ^ssing  a  sponge,  dipped 
ID  the  same,  over  the  thouldera,  chest,  back,  Slc.  This  should  be  as  hot  a* 
tbe  hand  can  bear  it.  But  the  first  indicaiion,  which  is  the  grand  object, 
viz.  to  rouse,  is  mainly  answered,  and  the  effect  increased,  by  a  sudden 
change  of  impieasion  produced  by  dashing  the  (ace  with  cold  water,  or  pass- 
ing a  sponge  dipped  in  it,  over  llie  bead,  chest,  Ac.  when  we  find  the  first, 
or  warm  impression, — of  which  we  can  fairly  judge,  by  the  crying,  groaning, 
or  inspiration  of  the  palient,-:-goes  off;  or,  in  other  words,  when  the  nervous 
system  is  no  longer  cognizant  of  it.  Cold  water,  indeed,  should  be  dashed 
in  pretty  large  quantities,  when  done  occasionally  with  the  hand. 

While  we  are  thus  endeavouring  to  rouse  the'  patient  hy  external  meaner 
we  mu4(  not  forget,  ofcourse,  those  which  are  commonly  used  internally,  aa 
weak  acidulous  fluids,  diffusible  stimuli,  &c. ;  even  these,  I  consider,  ii  would 
be  belter  to  vary,  and  upon  the  same  principle. 

I  think  these  observations  mav  he  aufficieotly  illustrated,  without  troubling 
you  with  more  than  the  two  following  cases: — 

Case  1. — A  poor  woman  administered  to  her  child  under  two  years  of  age, 
between  the  hours  of  6  and  7,  a.  M.  a  teaspoonful  of  laudanum,  instead  of 
tincture  of  rhubarb,  which  she  had  been  in  the  habit  of  giviox  it  for  pro- 
lapsus ani.    Foriunately  she  discovered  the  mistake  immediatefy  before  sha 

>  See  alio  "  Beck'j  and  Chriitison's  Med,  Juriipradenoa.'* 
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left  home  logo  lo  work,  and  seot  immediauly  foi  ibe  paii^b  surgeoD,  who 
arrived  about  seven  o'cluch,  and  admiaistered  an  emetic,  which  doI  operating 
«s  he  wi.shed,  be  gave  it  another;  Ihjs  dose  had  the  efiecl  of  evacuating  Iha 
vlomach,  but,  at  I  afterwards  learnl  upon  inquiry,  with  scarcely  any  trace, 
by  smell,  of  the  existence  of  opium.  After  leariog  directions  lo  keep  lUe 
obild  niDvin;,  he  left  [be  house  with  ihe  following  obiervatioD  :— "  No  man 
can  >iave  [hii  child ;  and  as  you  have  got  into  it,  ao  you  niusi  gel  out  of  it  4S 
well  as  you  can." 

I  lake  particular  notice  nf  these  words,  without  wishing  lo  make  an  uakind 
observHiion  concernins  any  practitioner,  but  only  lo  show  bow  readily  pa- 
tients are  by  some  cooaidered  to  be  beyond  relief;  and,  be  it  observed,  in  this 
case  it  was  even  after  the  operation  of  an  emetic. 

The  frieaiJ^,  (for  the  moiher  wasin  too  distracted  a  slate  of  miod  to  reoder 
any  as-iislance)  tnoved  the  child  about  .and  shook  it  for  two  or  three  hours ; 
but  GnJios;  the  stupor  coniinue,  they  abatidoned  all  hope,  and  laid  it  down 
upon  it!  bed,  as  th«y  iboughi,  to  die.  The  mother,  waom  I  bad  farmerly 
attended,  insisted  that  I  should  be  sent  for,  notwithstanding  the  resistance 
an  the  pari  of  the  friends,  aft<>r  the  surgeon's  remark;  they  accordingly  tent 
for  me,  .tnd  I  arrived  ool  until  after  eleven  o'clock,  i.  m.  When  I  entered,  I 
found  ihe  child,  lying  upon  its  bed,  breathing  sicrlorously,  and  the  colour  of 
the  face  rhnn^ing  to  the  livid.  Tbey  lold  me  it  bad  been  lying  thus  about 
half  an  hour.  I  caused  ii  to  be  placed  immediately  in  a  warm  bath,  and  to 
take  alreriialely  weak  vinegar  and  water  and  strong  coffee,  ai  the  same  time 
bathing  the  head  wiih  cold  water.  All  these  mejens  at  fiist  roused  ihe  child, 
and  made  it  cry,  but  I  found  that  their  effect  soon  went  off;  the  back  and 
<;he£t  were  ihen  spiinkled  with  cold  water  which  acted  at  first  powerfully, 
but  a^aiu  Ihe  little  patient  relapsed  into  its  former  stale  of  stupor  j  it  was 
now  taken  out  of  Ihe  water  and  placed  upon  the  kneeofone  of  ibe  attendanli, 
and  the  sudden  impression  of  the  cold  air  upon  the  whole  surface  of  the 
body  at  once  was  quite  sufficient  to  rouse  it;  this  effect,  however,  nut  coo- 
linuini;  long,  upon  reitnraersion  in  the  warm  bath  it  cried  out,  and  showed 
clearly  the  efficacy  of  the  allernaie  impressions.  Having  now  satisfied  my-  ' 
self  of  our  power  to  rouse  ihe  child,  I  left  the  house  with  directions  lo  con- 
tinue ibis  soil  of  treatment  at  ioiervals  of  an  hour  or  two,  c  g.  using  fric- 
tion, dressing  it,  and  giving  it  exercise,  together  with  the  warm  bath  Iwo  or 
diree  times  in  the  day,  if  necessary,  and  continually  to  administer  internally 
some  of  the  fluids  above  roenlioned.  I  saw  this  patient  again  in  the  after- 
noon 1  it  was  still  drowsy,  but  better.  I  desired  the  friends  to  coniinue  the  treat- 
ment, and  bring  the  child  to  me  in  the  evening,  which  they  did,  perfectly 
recovered. 

Observe,  this  practice  should  be  continued,  according  to  circumstances, 
from  three  to  twelve  hours.  (See  "  Christison's  Medical  Jurisprudence.") 
The  patient  should  be  also  occasionally  roused,  even  when  be  may  be  al- 
lowed to  ileep,  in  order  to  be  snre  of  his  recovery. 

Cabb  3.— The  other  case  is  that  of  a  female— she  might  be  about  50  years 
of  age,  who  having  suffered  domestic  trouble  took  laudanum,  with  the  intent 
to  commit  suicide,  in  the  following  manner :— Between  seven  and  eigbl 
o'clock  in  the  evening  she  went  out  and  bought  two-pennyworth  {as  the 
aaid)  of  laudanum,  which,  as  soon  ai  she  wax  out  of  the  shop,  she  swallowed  ; 
|be  Ibeo  went  lo  another  shop  and  bnughl  three-peanyworih,  which  she 
made  use  of  in  the  xame  way  ;  she  afterwards  went  to  a  third  shop  in  ihe 
Beighbourhood,  and  bought  two-pennyworth  more,  but  paused  a  few  minutes 
before  taking  it,  and  conversed  wiih  some  acquaintance  whom  she  acci- 
dentally mel,J)U[  as  soon  as  that  person  left  her  she  took  the  remaining  dose, 
and  returned  borne,  keeping  what  she  had  done  a  secret  from  her  family.  At 
length,  however,  her  son  perceiving  something  irregular  in  her  manner, 
began  to  converse  with  her  about  herself,  and  finding  Tiim  importunate,  con- 
fessed that  she  had  taken  opium.  He  iben  weoi  for  medical  assistance,  but 
could  not  procure  any  until  tea  o'clock,  when  two  medical  atieitdants  ar- 
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Tired,  one  toon  afier  the  other,  and  tried  the  ■tomach-pump,  bat  did  not  liring 
■nr  ihing  awaf  that  at  all  satisBed  (hem  as  to  the  presence  of  opium.. 

Finding  ber  now  in  a  elate  of  great  stapof,  two  persons  *ere  employed  to 
shake  her  nhilsl  silting  in  her  chair,  but  vilb  lilile  effect.  One  of  tlieis 
gCDilemeD  came  to  me  rcqnesttDg  mf  assiitance.  Although  I  attended  im* 
medlaiely,  I  did  oot  Brriv^e  until  pant  11,  p.  ».,  nhen  I  suggested  that  bet 
feet  should  be  put  bb  soon  as  passible  into  hot  waier,  and  the  head,  neck,  and 
ebesl  bathed  alleroaiely  wiih  hot  and  cold  water,  while  acidulous  fluids, 
aDimonia,  i&c.  should  be  given  inlemaltjr.  When  I  found  thai  ibese  meant 
were  losing  their  iufluence,  I  directed  thai  the  feet  should  be  placed  in  cold 
water :  this,  as  might  be  expected,  produced  a  euddeo  and  powerful  effect; 
boi  it  should  be  particaiailr  obseired  that  the  feel  should  not  he  allowed  to 
teiDain  ahore  a  few  seconds  at  a  time  in  the  cold,  for  ifae  reasons  mentioned 
abore,  in  speekiag  of  the  warm  bath  ;  tbejr  were  coniequenlly  soon  replaced 
in  tbe  bucket  containiDg  the  warm  water.  After  persereiing  iu  this  plan 
for  rather  more  than  two  honrs,  the  patient  recorcred  lo  far  as  lo  converse  « 
little ;  I  then  directed  thai  she  should  be  wiped  dry  and  rubbed,  still  eouiina- 
JDg  (he  fluids  internally,  and  that  if  she  was  fonnd  to  relapse  at  all,  to  batli* 
her  again;  but  in  a  sbort  lime  she  was  so  far  cognisant,  as  to  insist  upOB 
being  placed  by  the  fire,  and  hodq  after  went  to  bed.  I  may  add,  that,  per- 
haps a  Utile  is  due  lo  the  feet  that  some  of  the  fluids  given  internally  witk 
a  large  spoon,  having  accideDtslly  gone  the  wrong  way,  made  her  cough. 

I  Irnst  these  two  cases  are  sufficiendy  illoalraiive  of  the  power  wbich  we 
gain  by  such  a  plan  of  treatment;  and  of  the  uiiliiy  ot  making  it  publit^ 
since  in  [he  first  the  practitioner  had  no  hope,  and  in  the  second  one  of 
the  medical  attendants  thooght  proper  to  call  io  further  assiitance.  I  may 
also  mention  (to  show  how  even  well-informed  persons  may  lose  aigkt  of  the 
principle  here  inculcated)  that  the  other  medical  man  attending  this  Inst  case, 
exclaimed,  when  h«  saw  what  I  was  doing,  "That  is  Christison'a  plan,  ia  it 
jBAV  Besides,  I  would  obiierve,  that  although  occasional  rousing  by  phyai- 
cal  force  or  shaking  may  be  useful,  it  requires  great  exertion  on  the  part  of 
tbe  aiiendanis,  who  may  be  diffienii  to  procure ;  end  it  is  also  very  fatiguing 
and  painful  to  the  palieni,  and  if  not  conlioued  most  nnremittingly,  it  it,  I 
am  inclined  to  think,  apt  to  cotifirm  the  stupor  rather  than  relieve  it 


Wilson,  M.  1).  Keho.' — I  have  now  treated  in  all  twelve  cases  of  croup  in 
children  with  high  doses  of  tartrate  of  antimony  on  tbe  contia-stimulant 

Elan,  and  of  these,  two  only  have  died.  In  one  of  the  fatal  cases  there  had 
!en  distinct  and  severe  croupy  symptoms  two  days  before  I  had  any  oppor- 
taniiy  of  exhibiting  the  medicine,  yet  its  use  was  followed  by  a  striking  re- 
lief of  ihe:ie  symptoms.  Wiihin  ihe  6rsi  seven  days  of  iieatment,  tbe  pa- 
tient, a  boy  of  four  and  a  half  years  of  age^  took  (hir(y-fiix  grains  of  the 
tartrate,  in  dnsei  which  averaged  half  a  grain,  given  at  first  every  hoar, 
and  afieiwards  every  two  hours.  The  cough  and  respiration  improved  from 
the  beginning,  and  al  the  close  of  tbe  lifih  day  of  ireatmeot  resembled  what 
is  beard  in  ordinary  catarrh.  The  voice  improved  on  the  sixth  day,  and  at 
tbe  close  of  ihe  eighth  day  of  ireaimeni  it  was  beard  di&tinclly,  though  pre- 
viously little  more  than  a  feeble  whisper.  The  medicine  frei^uently  caused 
vomiting,  but  no  catharsis;  the  bowels,  on  the  contrary,  requiring  lo  be  regu- 
lated by  eneroata,  >  On  the  eleventh  day  there  was  a  relapse,  and  on  the 
twelfth  day  the  cough  was  again  croupy,  and  Ihe  inspirations  sonorous.  I 
hesitated,  and  I  believe  improperly,  in  again  employing  tbe  antimony;  and 
ihe  paiient  died  an  ihfe  fifteenth  day  after  1  had  first  seen  him,  and  (he  sCTeb- 
teenth  from  the  commencemeni  ofibe  disease.  In  ihe  other  case  tbe  paiient 
died  on  Ibc  fourth  day  of  the  treatment,  the  aniimony,  however,  having 
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aertr  been  ptoperljr  admiaisMivd,  nor  mf  direciions  in  olber  mpeels  itn- 

flicitly  followed.  With  respeci  lo  the  suecenful  cwe>,  1  maf  obMrve,  ihat 
certainlf  met,  for  (be  most  part,  with  little  tolerance  of  the  remedy  in  sa 
far  at  the  stomach  was  concerned,  Tomiiing  haring  been  freely  produced  ia 
nearly  all ;  but  ibete  was  no  tronblesome  cathanis,  and,  ereo  in  one  instance 
where  there  was  a  tendency  to  diarrbcsa  previously  to  Ibe  eihtbition  of  tbe 
antimony,  ibi*  ceased  on  the  second  da^  of  the  treatment,  and  it  became 
necessaiT  to  have  recourse  lo  mild  laiHiirea.    Indeed^  not  •  alngle  c: 


curred,  during  some  part  of  the  (reaimeni  of  which  it  was  not  requisite  to 
exhibit  castor  oil,  infus,  sennie,  oi  some  other  remedy  load  upon  tbe  bowel*. 
The  ireatment  was  generally  commenced  with  the  application  of  leechea  (o 
the  liryni,  which  were  followed  fay  winn  pouliices,  frequently  renewed; 
and,  timnlcaneonsly  with  the  leeches,  the  lartar-emetic  was  begun  in  doses 
of  one  foarth  or  one  tbird  of  a  grain,  geuerally  ai  first  every  hour  lilt  a  de- 
cided impressioD  was  made,  and  afterwards  every  two  hours  till  tbe  patient 
was  considered  in  safely ;  care  being  taken  that  its  use  was  not  inietmi'.ted 
at  looenrlj  S  p^od  for  the  certainty  of  the  core.  The  remedy  was  usually 
eihibited  in  a  mixture  with  a  little  mucilage,  prepared  with  warm  water  to 
rosure  ils  solntion;  and  occasionally,  with  the  older  children,  half  ■ 
minim  or  a  minim  of  T.  Opit  was  joined  to  each  dose,  which  seemed  to  have 
■  marked  efiect  in  ensuiing  lolerance  of  the  medicine,  without  diminishing 
its  sanslory  effects.  The  largest  qaaotity  given.in  any  of  Ibe  luccessful  cases 
was  sixteen  Krains,  and  in  this  case  tbe  lolerance  was  complete  after  tbe  firat 
two  doses.  In  one  of  the  cases  the  antimony,  at  a  certain  period,  was  coiD' 
biocd  with  calomel,  of  which  upwards  of  a  drachm  was  exhibited.  A  blister 
was  generally  applied  lo  the  lop  of  the  sternum  towards  the  close  of  tbe  treat- 
ment, in  order  to  obviate  the  risk  of  a  relapse. 

I  am  well  aware  that  the  terl.  of  antimony  has  been  employed  fay  number- 
leu  practitioners  in  croup,  and  that  Cheyne  among  tbe  rest  has  prescribed  it 
in  considerable  and.frrqueDtly  repealed  doses  ^  but  1  am  not  awaie  thai  any 
one  has  exhibited  it  in  precisely  the  same  way  oi  with  the  same  aims  as  my- 
>elf,or  ibai  they  have  sought  from  it  any  thing  beyond  its  ordinary  well-ascer- 
tained action  as  an  emetic-  I  bare  thus  had  no  guide  to  direct  me  in  ibe 
Qse  of  the  remedy,  an  advantage  which  I  probably  might  have  possessed  had 
my  acquaiotance  with  medical  literature  been  more  extensive;  and,  of 
course,  I  do  not  pretend  thai  the  limited  experience  which  I  have  had  of  it 
has  esiBbtisbed  its  value  beyond  dispute.  Having  formed  my  diagnosis, 
however,  with  what  care  I  could,  and  having  treated  my  cases  at  periods 
when  1  heard  of  others  attended  with  fatal  consequences  oceurriog  in  the 
vicinity,  and  my  success  in  the  treatment  baring  been  far  greater  than  any  I 
bad  hiibcrlo  attained  with  other  methods,  1  considered  myself  jostified  in 
laying  these  details  before  yon,  and  in  recommending  tbe  remedy  lo  your 
attention. 

On  the  relativt  frequency  of  Bemiee  at  different  age».'—M.  Malgaigne 
has  communicaled'^Io  the  Royal  Academy  the  following  deiailt  of  his  inqui- 
ries upon  this  subject.  Tbey  are  drawn  from  three  series  of  observations, 
collected  at  the  central  bureau  of  hospitals  at  Paris  during  ibe  close  of  1835, 
and  dnring  the  iwo  succeeding  years. 

Tbe  first  series  embraces  410  cases  which  were  noticed  in  persons  who 
applied  St  the  central  bureau  for  trusses.  Of  this  number  335  were  males, 
and  75  were  females. 

The  second  series  exhibits  a  total  of  2,767  cases ;— of  which  2,203  occurred 
in  males,  and  564  in  females. 

The  third  series  comprises  2,373  eases ;— 1,884  of  which  occurred  in  males, 
and  489  In  females. 

■  London  Modloo^lrurgical  Baiiow,  April,  1840,  p.  fi99. 

r,o„,,-,,ih,.GoO(^lc 


MUctUantotu  Notice*.  143 

From  tbese  data  wa  may  reaaooablr  cooelude  thai  niptare*  are  four  limes 
as  rrvquent  id  ibe  one  *ex  as  in  the  olber. 

Now  vith  respect  to  the  ioflueoee  oT  ageu  aprcdisposJogcaose  orherDia. 

Among  latnaXM  nnder  iwelre  months  ofage  herni*  are  more  rreqaent  than 
daring  the  secoatl  rear  of  life.  During  the  fottowing  three  jrears  ibe  teD' 
deoey  becomes  striiiogly  less  aod  less. 

Id  coQiideriDg  the  period  of  life  beiween  Ave  and  twehe  years  of  age,  it 
would  seem  that  beroia  is  of  more  frequent  occoireDce  duriog  Ibe  latter  ihan 
dgria^  the  former  half  of  this  time.  Hence  we  mi;  infer  that  there  is  a 
TecrudtKCence,  si  about  the  nintb  year  or  so.  This  recrvdeicence  or  increase 
of  predisposition,  is  siill  more  marked  during  the  next  eight  years — between 
thirteen  and  twenty.  It  is  howerer  to  be  particularly  noticed  that  the  increato 
bears  exclusively  on  the  male  sex. 

From  Ibe  30ib  lo  the  28ih  year,  the  number  of  herniary  patreots  *ery 
sensibly  iocreaves,  whether  w«  take  them  in  the  mass,  or  distinguish  ihem 
according  to  ibeir  ser. 

Among  iDcu  ih«re  is  an  increase  of  ai  least  one  fourth ;  and  among  women 
the  increase  is  nearly  one  half.  The  rapid  increase  among  males  from  th« 
13ib  to  iheSOtb  year  of  life  may  be  atlribaied  in  part  at  least,  to  ihe  Uborioos 
occupations  in  which  ihey  are  engaged.  The  same  cause  operates  po  doubt 
daring  the  next  eight  years  on  boih  sexes ;  to  which  is  now  to  be  added  Ihe 
inHaence  of  marriase,  and  also  of  pii 


so  of  piegi 


From  the  28ih  to  the  29lh  year  of  life  there  is  a  notable  aogmenution  in 
loe  disposiiioo  lo  hemife — stronger  indeed  among  women  thati  amoD^  men; 
and  jneicaiive  of  some  secret  influence  acting  on  the  constilntion,  which  b«- 
MKnes  more  decided  in  after  life. 

Tbc  decennial  epoch  from  30  to  40  years  of  age  may  be  divided  into  two 
halves,  during  ibe  first  of  which  the  tendency  to  ruptures  seems  to  re- 
msia  nearly  stationary,  and  during  the  second  becomes  considerably  and 
anddcnly  greater— the  average  number  for  the  series  of  Ihe  year  1836,  being 
29  in  the  Grst  five  years  and  58  in  the  next  five;  and  fortheseriesof  the  year 
1837,  26  for  tbe  first  fi*e  years  and  46  for  the  next  five;  tbns  showing  an  in- 
crease of  nearly  a  doable. 

During  the  next  decenniad,  from  ihe  40th  lo  the  50th  year,  the  average 
decreases  ;— viz.  from  58  to  51  for  the  series  of  cases  for  1836,  and  from  46 
to  42  for  that  of  tbe  following  year.  But  here  there  is  a  marked  diSeience 
in  the  relative  frequency  of  herniK  according  to  the  sexes.  In  the  earlier 
vests  of  life,  the  proportion  of  females  afiected  with  rupture  was,  as  we 
nave  staled  above,  not  more  than  a  fourth  of  the  ntimber  of  males;  but  about 
Ihe  age  of  forty,  ibis  proportion  rises  considerably,  some  new  cause  of  pre- 
disposition seeming  to  be  operative  about  this  period  of  life. 

If,  for  example,  we  lake  ihe  two  preceding  periods — from  30  to  35  years, 
and  from  35  to  40  years— the  proportion  was  found  to  be  thus: 
54  females  and  231  males, 
100  females  and  418  males, 
— the  proportion  being  in  either  case  short  od  fourth.    But  during  ihe  next 
leu  years,  from  40  to  50  years,  tbe  number  of  women  affected  with  berniK 
was  242,  while  that  of  men  was  722 — giving  a  proportion  of  one  third. 

From  50  to  60  year*  of  age,  tbe  general  number  of  herniary  patients  in- 
creases, and  the  annual  average  becomes  sgain  equal  to,  or  even  above,  what 
ii  was  from  the  35tb  to  the  40ih  year.  Moreover,  the  relation  between  tbe 
two  aexes  re-appears  very  nearly  as  during  this  latter  period  of  life.  From 
this  we  may  infer  ibat  there  is  an  increase  of  hernice  among  men,  and  s  de- 
crease among  women,  during  the  period  between  the  40th  and  50ih  year.' 

■  Tlteia  if  aordj  a  mirtaks  here;  as  wa  have  been  totd  in  Ihe  preceding  paragnph 
Ibal  then  ia  a  very  marked  iocrtase  of  the  complaint  among  wodicd  during  the  firlh 
daeenniad  of  lire.  Tbe  decrease  takes  place  in  llie  next  deoenniad — via.  from  the  50lb 
lo  tbe  60ib  year,  and  nol  ftom  the  40tb  lo  tbe  SOih  jear^CRra.) 
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Daring  the  seveoih  decenoUd— from  ihe  60ih  to  (be  70lli  fear— the  gene- 
ral numlier  decreases,  and  as  ihat  of  women  seem*  to  remain  about  Ibe  lame, 
cbe  proportion  re-becomea  nearly  one  third. 

During  the  next  decenniad,  the  Dumber  of  hernise  in  men  was  found  (o 
hare  decre««ed  bf  not  quite  a  haif,  while  in  women  it  had  fallen  by  at  least 
two  Ibirda.  This  difference  seems  to  indicate,  that  at  this  eporh  of  life  (he 
morlalily,  which  is  evidently  higher  in  herniary  than  in  oiher  persooii,  would 
be  siill  greater  from  ibis  cause  id  women  than  in  mea.  If  we  follow  the 
decfease  of  the  herniary  population,  year  after  year,  we  no  longer  observe  at 
this  peiiod — the  eightn  decenniad — as  we  had  observed  in  ibe  preceding 
ones,  new  cases  of  the  disease  to  611  up  the  blanks  caused  by  death.  Thus, 
in  (he  total  of  3,140  cases  comprised  in  the  two  series,  we  Bnd  IS  m  indi- 
viduals of  seventy  years  of  age,  only  22  of  seventy-five  years,  six  of  eighty, 
fire  ofeighly-one,  three  ofeighly-two,  and  one  of  «ighl7'lhree  years. 

M.  Matgaigne  haa  lastly  endeavoured  to  ascertain  the  proportional  nnm- 
ber  of  herniary  persons  to  the  entire  population  of  France.  Aceordiog  to  hia 
inquiries,  there  are  aboat  two  in  every  41  of  the  inhabitants.  He  has  also 
tried  to  detenninethe  relative  freqaeney  of  the  eomplaiot  in  the  differenl 
piovJQcas }  but  his  data  on  tbia  topic  are  still  very  imperfect. 

Obtervaliont  on  diffvse  inflammation.— By  Hpnry  Kennedy,  M.  B.'— 
Tbis  is  an  elaborate  essay  on  a  very  important  subject.  We  regret  (bat  we 
have  only  room  for  the  conclusions  which  Dr.  Kennedy  considers  as  war- 
ranted by  the  investigation  entered  upon  hy  biin.     They  are  as  follow: 

1.  That  dififuse  innammaiion  will  not  attack  a  person  in  peifect  health. 

S.  That  the  bad  state  of  health  preceding  diffuse  Inflammation  is  power- 
fnlly  caused  by  anxiety  of  mind,  by  great  bodily  fatigue,  by  shocks  of  the 
Bervous  system,  by  improper  diet,  or  By  aay  thing  which  bag  a  tendency  to 
lower  (he  general  healthy  tone  of  ibe  system. 

3.  That  this  deranged  state  of  the  health  is  shown  principally  in  a  viihled 
Blaie  of  the  bowels. 

4.  That  wben  once  this  unhealthy  condition  is  established,  the  slightest 
cause  is  capable  of  inducing  diffuse  inflammation. 

5.  That  renous  inflammalion  does  not  necessarily  cause  diffuse  inflaioEna- 

6.  That  venesect  ion  ^may  cause  diffuse  inflammation,  the  vein,  howerer, 
remaining  healthy. 

7.  That  when  venous  inflammation  does  exist,  the  fever  which  accompa- 
nies it  is  more  likely  to  be  of  the  typhoid  type  than  when  diffuse  inflammation 
exists  alone. 

S.  That  difiiise  inflammation  may  attack  several  pans  of  the  body  in  rapid 
tuccessioD,  or  it  may  be  confined  to  one  part,  as  the  hip,  or  one  organ,  as  the 
lung.  ^  ■     ■ 

9.  That  pus  may  be  poured  out  into  the  joints,  serous  cavities,  or  cellular 


cautety  holds  out  n  fair  probability  of  checking  the  disease ;  but,  wbeo  once 
formed,  free  and  deep  incisions  are  the  only  treatment  on  which  any  reli- 
•itce  can  be  placed. 

'  DuUin  Jmtraal,  Jan.  IB40,ind  British  nod  For.  Med.  Rev.  April,  1840.      - 
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Pnr  ib>  Awricu  Sfrdlcil  ta((Ul|M«w, 

-CASK  OF  CYANOSIS. 


n  J.  s.  woaaMm,  m.  v^  or  pbiladiuvu. 
mth  remark*  by  the  Editor. 
To  Profetior  DunglUon  :— 

Sir — la  the  course  of  the  lait  meek,  1  wa*  refiuesicd  by  a  tofdirol  friesd 
Id  make  aa  eiamiDatiou  of  a  child,  whose  peculiarly  &fue  appearance  duraic 
life  esciiei]  much  atteotioii.  The  Ictions  presented  by  examinaiLon  have 
been  deemed,  by  seveial  aQatomiits  to  wbom  ihe  heart  has  beeo  exhibitei^ 
if  aot  unique,  b(  least  as  eitremely  curious  aod  rare— I  send  you  the  caae 
with  Hiine  remarks  for  publication  in  your  laluable  journal,  aiid  wotild 
thank  yoD  to  append  to  it  vour  obserratioas,  with  refercace  to  similar  ca4». 
Very  respectfully  yoort,    , 

J.   3.  HoRRER. 

CA«(fffi(<  ttreel,  Philadetpkia,  30lh  July,  1840. 

UiMory. — In  preaeDttDg  lhi«  o*ae,  I  regret  excaedinfly  that  ao  corrvciac,- 
eovDi  of  the  symptoms  could  be  furnished  by  aoy  of  the  physician*  in  al- 
taadancc  The  ptKola  of  the  child  being  fKMi  wcte  iiii)>ose(l  UfioQ  by  evrry 
■pecira  of  cupidity  and  empirioiam.  A  great  Dumber  ofperstMM  ware  can- 
sailed  ai  diSerant  liaoea,  b<A  no  coireei  or  aatisbctory  iofuriDatieB -could  be 
ataftined  froia  any.  My  nvadioal  friend,  nlw  requested  me  lu  make  -^x 
iBtopay,  though  highly  intelligent,  did  not  pay  much  sltentioa  to  ijke  «>k, 
and  haabuian  iKdlMiDeirecolleMM  of  ibe  aymptonw.  He  slalea  thai  the 
child  waa  lubjaci  toparoxytiaa  of  dytpMBa,  and  tbat  the  (kin  waa  perfecMj 
Uae. 

Th«  foiloinng  particulars  irera  obtained  from  the  mother  of  Ike  child.-.  U 
waa  a  male  infant,  aUven  numlh*  old — large  and  well  formed  at  birth-r^no 
btoenasa  was  ob»erv«d  Ihe  firal  day,  the  room  beiof;  rather  dark.    On  <tkc 


ucond  day  a  blueness  was  perceived  which  gradually  increased  «iilil.lb« 
third  day,  when  it  eo«M  easily  be  observed  all  Orer  the  body.  Xba^ld 
laemed   hearty,  wkb  the  exception  <rf  the  bLuanesi  of  tha  aurfaeej  .auiiinil 


well ;  in  two  weeks  aOer,  it  began  to  declinej  did  nut  improTa  any  nowi 
but  wasted  away  frndaally,  arxT  never  appeared  to  increase  m<Mh.in>aiie. 
It  had  frequent  wpMa  of  sereaniw ;  taok  fooiteen  drops  of  JattdoBua  m  a 
dose  before  it  was  three  montba  oid^  which  waa  whsequenlly  inareaaWji* 

Csiity.     The  kodamnn  wns.notdiaaMiaBUMl  antil  a  ebart  linM'kcfiarxi 
lb. 
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Al  six  o'clock  on  the  ereoiiig  preceding  irs  death,  spMins  ocMHTed,  which 
ierrainaled  iis  eiislence  ai  one  o'clock  in  the  moroiog.  Two  weeks  before 
il3  death  romiling  BUperreoed,  which  coDiioued  onlil  a  ibort  (inie  before  its 
deaih. 

The  heartbeat  fiolenlly  duting  the  whole  peiiod  of  life;  ao  mocfa  so  thai 
(he  pulsftiioik  could  be  perceived  through  ihe  clothes  ;  a  pulsation  was  fell 
like  the  bealiog  of  the  heart  below  ihe  slomach  near  the  hips;  it  is  not  re- 
collecled  od  whieb  side ;  Ihe  pu)?e  was  rery  fast ;  the  child  moaned  much 
and  appeared  in  cooatant  distress ;  would  frequently  haie  attacks  a*  if  it 
was  suffocating ;  cold  water  applied  to  the  feel  would  bring  od  those  par- 
uxysms  immediately  ;  had  a  throbbing  of  the  arteries  of  the  Deck  ;  appetite 
*erjr  good  during  the  whole  period  ;  would  eat  frequently  so  much  aa  to 
catise  TomitiDE  ;  was  inlelligeat  for  its  age ;  could  not  stand  upon  its  feet ; 
had  no  streogili  in  iia  limbs ;  io  those  paroxysms  woul<t  hold  its  breath  for  a 
long  time  Bod  turn  up  the  eyes. 

Was  blue  at  all  times,  but  occasionally  purple,  the  nails  on  the  hands  and 
feet  like  indigo  ;  had  oo  bowrl  complaint,  nor  leTer,  and  sucked  well  until 
Ike  last. 

The  breathing  was  not  very  hard,  except  in  the  paroxysms,  to  which  it 
was  subject.  As  many  as  fifteen  iloctors  were  employed,  the  last  of  whom 
was  a  HomcBopathist. 

NKroKops.—The  heart  at  its  baM  ia  *iz  mehes  io  circumference;  its 
laogth  from  the  apex  to  the  semilutiar  valves  of  the  aorta,  l^o  inches  and  a 

hilT. 

The  right  ventricle,  at  the  point  where  the  pulmonary  artery  should  hare 
wijgiitatea,  is  half  an  inch  in  ibickness,  and  the  middle  and  tower  portion  of 
it  IS  but  one  fourth  of  an  inch. 

The  leH  ventricle  is  uniformly  one  fourth  of  an  inch  in  thickness. 

The  right  auricle  is  much  distended,  being  about  three  limes  a's  large  as 
the  letl  auricle.     The  musculi  pectinati  are  very  strongly  developed. 

The  tuiigs  are  normal. 

The  left  auricle  is  unusually  small,  and  has  five  polsionaty  veins. 

Tbe  foramen  ovale  is  deficient  in  several  parts  ;  the  right  auricle  com- 
raunicaiiag  with  the  left  by  difierent  apertures.  The  valve  of  Ihe  foraiDen, 
for  instance,  in  not  closed,  and  is  one  sixth  of  an  inch  in  diameter.  Al  the 
tipper  and  lateral  portions  of  the  foramen  ovale,  are  two  more  foramina,  pd 
«Bch  side,  both  of  which  would  admit  a  common  quill.  On  each  side  of  the 
eustachian  valve  are  one  or  (wo  orifices,  ih«  latgc^t  of  which  would  adntil  a 
blow-pipe. 

The  valvniK  trieuapides  ar«  of  a  scarlet  colour,  slightly  tumefied,  and 
cartilBginoos. 

The  capacity  of  the  right  ventricle  is  much  increased,  and  about  four 
limes  as  large  as  the  left  ventricle.  Whilst  the  right  ventricle  would  hold 
an  ounce  of  fluid,  the  left  would  not  hold  more  than  two  drams. 

There  is  a  deficiency  in  the  upper  part  of  (he  septum  between  the  veniri< 
des.  A  probe  introduced  into  toe  aorta  will  pass  with  facitily  iaio  each 
ventricle,  and  thus  a  communication  is  eslablisbed  betweeo  the  two  great 
cavities.  This  deficiency  in  the  septum  forms  a  foramen  of  half  an  inch  Id 
diameter,  which  is  so  placed  that  Ihe  comniunication  between  the  right 
ventricle  and  aorta  is  more  perfect  than  belweeo  thai  vessel  aod  the  Fell 
ventricle. 

The  eotunma  camea  of  tbe  right  ventricle  ai«  greatly  developed—lhua 
corresponding  with  the  superior  developement  of  Ihe  mmadi  pectinali  of 
Ihe  right  auricle. 

Tbe  mitral  valves  are  normal, 

The  iniemal  membrane  ot  tbe  lefk  ventricle  natural  in  ibieknesa  and 
■lightly  tinged  with  yellow. 
'  The  pnlmonary  artery  ts  nneh  anMller  than  commao,  not  exceeding  ona 
linn  in  diamder,  and  doa  not  pemOrtUt  to  the  cavity  of  the  rieht  tentrwit, 


b,Qoog\c 


Case  «/  Cyautait.  147 

r  iKe  root  of  rbe  aorta,  nhece 

o ,    -_. _„ r  and  left  part  of  the  basis  of 

ibe  rigbt  -rentricle.  As  ii  proceeds  obliqbely  upward*  tn  its  proper  coam, 
OB  the  left  side  of  the  aorta,  il  diridet  into  two  braoehei,  at  th«  root  of 
which,  lb«  duebu  arterimim  ia  iaterted.  Tbys  lb«te  it  im  direct  cominu- 
nicaiioo  beiweao  ih«  ptUmonary  artery  and  the  cavitjr  of  the  beart.  Tba 
branchea  of  the  pulmonary  artery  are  very  small,  ana  will  with  (tilBcuUy 
adroit  the  end  ofa  probe. 

The  dnetns  arteriosus  is  one  sixteenth  of  an  incb  in  diatMter. 

The  aorta  a«  it  arises  frMn  ibe  Tcatricle,  being  placed  imnodiately  wrer 
the  septoro  between  ihe?eBtticle*,  is  fiill-hairaB  iiieh  ia  dtaneMr,  and  »ad- 
d«alv  didiini*bes  tu  the  usual  size  where  the  arteria  iDQuiitinata  is  giveD  off. 

The  semilunar  ralres  of  the  aorta  are  normal,  cloning  entirely  ine  aortic 
oriflce. 

iP«jnsrA«.— The  anatomical  lesions  presented  in  (he  preeediDg  case  are 
Tery  remarkable  ;  the  tao^i  strikin;;  n(  which  b,  (hat  bot  one  vewel,  naisely, 
the  aorta,  eomMuoicated  directly  with  the  oaviiies  of  the  bear;,  whilst  ibe 
IHiliiioDary  artery  termiaaied  in  a  cut  de  *ac  in  the  muscular  tissue  of  Iba 
right  ventricle.  The  iiuesiion  at  once  arises,  by  whet  means  was  ihe  pul- 
monary ciicolatioD  mainlaioed  1  The  preseot  state  of  physiological  sci- 
«Dce  compels  as  to  suppose  that  suCh  a  eirculalion  is  eseeniiar  to  lifv,' 
wad  that  m  ibis  tostance  it  mast  hare  been  effected  throogh  saaifl  (ia»< 
aaal  ehanoeL  Hay  not  the  blooj  hare  been  conveyed  io  a  retrograde  coufh 
from  the  aorta  through  the  ductas  arteriosus  to  ihe  pulmonary  artery  and  by 
this  ressel  to  the  lungs?  The  funcliou  of  the  right  Tenlricle  in  this  case 
being  ricarious  in  a  great  degree  to  that  of  the  left,  caused  great  hypertrophy 
of  the  parietev  and  dilatatioo  of  the  caTtiiesbf  the  light  side  of  (he  heart  aoif 
correspoDileiit  atrophy  of  the  left. 

The  aona,  it  will  be  seen,  was  also  much  dilated.  The  qne«tioB  neu 
arises,  bow  did  this  phenomenon  lake  place?  It  is  plain  that  the  blood  being 
n^ceivedon  tberifrhl  side  of  [be  heart,  was  forced  through  tbi:  foramen  ovale 
into  the  left  auricle,  and  through  the  tricuspid  Talves,  inio  the  right  ventri- 
cle. The  blood  being  ihns  propelled,  the  left  ventricle  received  a  porlloQ  of 
it  from  the  left  auricle  ihroogh  the  miiral  valves  and  the  meni*g  of  tkt 
teptuM,  whilst  the  ureater  portioii  ^u^d  into  the  left  ventricle  thrtxigh  Ibf 
opening  of  the  iricaipid  valres.— The  blood  having  ihas  arrived  in  both 
ventricles^  the  simultaneous  contraction  of  which  forced  it  at  once  into  the 
aorta,  their  combined  force  acting  upon  that  vessel  gradually  dilated  it, 
in  consequence  of  the  impetus  being  spent  on  lis  parictes.  It  will  be  recol- 
lected (hat  the  dilatation  did  not  extend  beyond  its  great  enrvalnre:  ' 

Upon  eotMuttiag  several  authors  1  have  not  been  able  to-find  any  case  in 
which  the  entire  commuoicatioa  of  the  pulmonary  artery  with  the  right  ca- 
vities was  waQting.  Several  cases  are  detailed,  in  which  a  similar  lesion  of 
the  septum  of  the  ventricles  occorredj  and  some  cases  are  narratrd  la  which 
the  orifice  of  the  puloionaty  artery  was  extremely  contracted;  bnt  no  in- 
stance is  cited  in  which  there  was  congenital  absence  fi(  direct  cotnnuMAcc 
tint  between  the  right  ventricle  and  pulmonary  artery. 

The  learned  editor  of  Ihe  Medical  iBiellisencer  would  confer  a  great  ob- 
ligation upon  myself  and  the  profession  il  Re  tvuuld  have  (be  kindness  to 
commnnicale  his  obseivaiions  on  ibis  subject. 

Remark*  by  Ihe  Edit»r.: 

The  pailwlogical  appearstiees  foaod  on  the  dissectioa  of  those  who  bave 

died  of  cyaoocis  or  kyanoei.",  are  diversified  and  curious.    All  permit  the  ad> 

mivtnre  of  venous  with  arterial  blood  so  as  to  give  rise  to  (he  colour  of  ihft 

anrfaee  so  strikingly  exhibited  in  the  case  described  by  our  coi  respondent. 
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Ginttao,'  wbo  wai  pTor«ssar  o(  auaiomy  aod  pbfskilogy  at  Bordnox,  has 
«llecled  (he  appearances  pretcnled  on  ibe  dbieciion  of  firi)r-tluee  case*. 
In  twenly-lwo  of  ibew,  tlw  *oMa  wai  fooBd  to  aiite  from  bulk  *eotricl«a. 
!■  Uiiity-tbree,  the  foramen  o»ala  waa  open ;  in-  foarteen,  tba  ductat  ane- 
rioaiM  vas  waniirig ;  in  fonr,  ibe  bean  was  siDgIe,'«OD*{)tiog  of  one  auricle 
■ad  doe  reolricle ;  in  five,  the  Tenlricalar  sepCum  was  imperfect ;  \a  twen- 
17-lwo,  the  pnlmonarr  artery  was  contracted  ;  io  £ve,  ibat  resacl  was  obli- 
terated ;  in  00a,  the  aorta  wai  obliterated  ;  and  in  four,  the  aorta  acoee  fnhn 
the  right  Teocricle,  the  pulioonarr  artery  from-tbe  left. 

The  various  mBlforraaiioni  of  the  heart  bare  been  well  iarestigHted  by 
ABerent  pathological  writers,  and  especially  by  Meckel,*  and  Hope,  and 
■ore  recently  will  by  Waraatz  of  Dresden— tbc  laal  writer  hariog  deacribed 
then  in  refervnee  especially  10  kyanoais.* 

The  Tarioas  in al formations  a*  given  by  Dr.  Hope,  are  at  fbltows :  I.  The 
heart  single,  iilie  thai  of  a  Bsb  cooiiisiing  of  one  auricle  and  one  reniricle, 
^m  which  a  truok  originates  thai  pre&enlly  divides  iolo  patmooary  artery 
Hd  aorta;  2.  Two  auricles  and  one  ventricle.  In  one  case  the  patient  M' 
Mined  the  age  of  22.  3.  The  foramen  ovale  remaiuBg  open;  which  is  Um 
most  eoTDmon  malformation.  4.  The  foraoieD  ovale  and  duciosarterfosm 
both  remaining  open.  5.  The  foramen  ovale  and  ductus  arteriosus  open  and 
the  pulmonary  artery  obliterated  at  its  origin.  In  one  ease,  the  cavity  of  the 
fight  ventricle  was  iteailr  obliterated,  and  in  two  others  tbe  tepinmof  the  *«■- 
iriclcB  was  perforated.  To  this  division  the  case,  described  by  Dr.  Rohrei, 
would  seem  to  belong.  6.  VentrienlBrsqitomdeflcieai;  anriealarimpeTfeei. 
7.  'Ventricular  septum  deficient  at  the  aortic  orifice,  so  at  to  leave  a  common 
opening  into  that  vessel  from  both  ventricles  j  this  malformation  being  gene- 
lally  accompanied  with  contraction  of  the  pulmonary  artery,  (reiiueatly  with 
-  an  open  stale  of  the  foramen  ovale,  sad  oeeasiooally  with  obliierBtian  of  the 
pulmonary  artery  and  paletceiKe  of  the  ductus  arterioans.  8.  Ventriculnr  t«p- 
mmpeiforated  towards  the  base,  associated  withcontraeliooof  theptilmonary 
artery  and  patescence  of  the  base.  0.  Foramen  ovate  open,  and  pulmonary 
artery  arising  from  both  ventricles,  and  giving  off  ihe  descending  aorU ; 
whilst  the  ucending  aorta  arises  in  the  ttsaal  way.  .  10.  Aorta  ariiing  fion 
Ibe  right  ventricle,  and  the  pulmonary  artery  from  the  left;  ibc  foramen 
erale  and  sometimes  the  ductus  arleriotus  remaining  open.  tl.  The  right 
dnricle  opening  into  the  left  ventricle  Instead  of  loto  the  right;  and  ibe 
feotriclei  communicating  by  an  aperture  immediately  below  the  aimic 
mltea.    The  rorameo  ovale  open.* 

The  heart  in  the  case  deacribed  by  our  eorrespondeat  appeara  w  rwaotiMe 
ilntoftbe  higher  reptiles  (bOheres  RepliKenhera,  of  Meckel)  the  ophidian,  - 
MHirian,  and  efaelonian,  which  consists  of  two  auricles  with  a  partitioned 

>  ObwrvstioBi  M  ReoberehM  sor  U  CyanoM  00  MsUdia  Bleua,    Paris,  1894. 

*  Ilandbuch  dor  Pitholofiaoken  Anatooile,  van  Jobann  Friedr.  Hecksl,  a.  r.  w. 
Bind  I,  a  419.    Lcips.l8ia. 

■  Alt.  Kvanosia,  in  Eocycloptd.  WOrtorb.  dar  Hodiebi.  1 
brlia.  lew. 
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venlrkk  or  a  sumzU  ventricle.  Meckel'  rd*n  IP  rauijr  uieli  oaM  4^ 
•eribed  iytf'  Puliei»«]r,  Hunier,  S^ndiforl,  Nevio,  ^bentclbf,  Cruiksbsitii, 
Prochaska,  Csillot  and  Duret,  Corriurt,  dtc.  aod  WarDiu'  lo  othera  bf 
Kvejttig,  HartmaoD,  TiedemaaQ,  Giotiac,  Seoac,  Woir,  L»i»,  Spittal, 
Bird,  Berkbaas,  Hunter,  and  oibera ;  but  akhougb  ibese  cases  grearly  re- 
tembleit  each  oiher  io  ifae  Taci  of  a  readjr  eoBDiuiiicatiun  eiisling  beiweck 
the  veDiriclet,  the;  difiered  greailf  id  the  deialU. 

Id  Leiis'i  case,*  ibeaorlaatoterrom  the  ordieaty  place  in  tbeleflTeDtriclr, 
which  was  more  ihao  usualljr  devetopcd  ;  at  the  same  lime,  there  was  ■■ 
opeuiag  thtough  (be  sepluiD  TeDlriculmuai  io  a  straigbt  line  with  the  em- 
bouchure of  the  aorta,  which  permitted  a  free  cammunicatfoD  between  the 
right  and  the  left  ventricle,  ic  «ueh  son  that  one  half  (he  bmIi  might  be  eo*- 
tidered  to  open  into  the  right  and  the  other  into  the  led  rentiicte.  T^ 
pulmonary  artery  was  greatly  diminished  in  size. 

la  ■  case  related  by  Bird,'  beaidea  hypertrophy  of  (be  hear!,  a  ready  com- 
munication existed  between  the  right  ventricle  and  the.Borta,  at  the  place 
where  the  pulmonary  artery  ought  to  have  been,  and  at -the' tame  time- the 
carotid  arose  from  the  left  Tentricle. 

In  anuibcr  case,  related  by  Beckhaus,*  of  a  "  blue"  child,  hut  a  slight 
trace  existed  of  the  septum  veatrioulorum  ;  the  valve  of  the  foramen  ovale, 
which  was  open,  and  the  eustachian  valve  were  preaent;  and  the  ductuc 
aricTiosas  was  divided  into  two  branched,  one  of  which  went  to  the  lif^ 
and  the  other  to  the  loft  Ion;  from  Ihc  aorta;  the  pulmonaiy  artery  was 
wholly  wanting. 

Generally,  the  pulmonary  artery  has  been  found  of  very  small  sizf, 
(AbemeUiy,  SanUifoH,Sleiuon,  HnnUr,  Neein,  CaiUoland  D»rtt,  Bopt.) 
Duret  and  Caitloi*  not  only  found  the  mouth  of  (he  pulmonary  artery  very 
narrow,  and  Ihc  coats  (hitiner  than  usual,  but  the  artery  itself  entirely  im- 
pervious, and  (be  ductus  arteriosus  wholly  obliterated.  Kamsbotbam^  found 
the  pulmonary  ailery  entirely  wanting,  its  place  appearing  to  have  been  bu|- 
plied  by  the  bronchial  arteries.*  Romberg,*  in  a  case  of  eyanoelt,  found  the 
aorta  near  the  heart  terminate  in  a  cultle-tae.  It  had  received  its  blood 
through  the  ductus  Br(erio$ii<!  from  the  pulmonary  artery  tvhich  was  of  un- 
usual size,    file  child  lived  four  days. 

It  would  appear,  ihErefore,  from  all  the  pathological  investigations  whic^ 
have  been  instituted,  that  the  main  cause*  of  eyanosta,  or  of  th«  admiittHe 
of  venous  with  arterial  blood,  an;_firal,  the  waal  of  closure  of  the  foramea 
ovate;  tecondli/,  th€  palesceoce  of  the  ductus  arteriosus  beyond  (he  proper 
period.  Thirdly,  ibe  paiescence  of  both  the  foramen  and  the  duct  beyond 
the  normal  lime.  Fourthly,  an  aboornious  opening  at  openings  in  the  sep- 
tum between  the  ventricles,  which  have  thusa  free  cammonicatioo  wiih  eack 

'  Op.  CiL  S.  437. 

'  lr>ceiti1.8.6IO. 

■  HuleUnd-i  Jfwrrwl  IHr  1833,  St.  12. 

*■  Horn'.  Aroliiv.  (hr  18J1,  IIH.  1. 

•  Do  Ucrormatinnibui  Corilin  Connnilis,  lix.    Bcrul.  189S,  cited  hy  '.Varnati. 

*  Meckel,  ■nd  Wnmiit  0|>.  eliit. 

1  London  Mediciit  and  Phvuicil  Journal,  Jan.  I825I. 

*  Ser,  atffi,  HQlicr,  in  Mo'rn'i  Areliiv.  ftlr  1833,  Ilfl.  3.  Ilanter,  Medical  rammca- 
tarica  by  I>Unean,  ii.  395. 

•  Divert,  de  Corde  VaHfqoe  Majoribua,  &c.     ReroL  1894. 
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oiheraad  wifb  tbe  aorta  ;  and,  aton;  with  this  maKmmation,  narrowiieaa  or 
oblit^raiioD  oT  ibe  pulmonaiy  artery.  Fifthly,  defective  fortaatioa  o(  the 
bean,  whicb  cooaista  of  bat  one  auricle  and  one  rentricle ;  and  foftfy,  ab- 
nornaoDi  origin  of  the  retsels  frtHD  ibe  heart* 
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GenilemeD  ; — Id  resuming  the  aabjecl  of  anomalieB  of  sirDctnre,  I  aball 
€rU  speak  of  the  coDgeoiul  eoDseM  of  parti  which  ate  Baluially  hard. 

The  booes  are  the  only  organs  in  man  or  aninala  in  which  i  deficiency 
efharilnesi  is  found.  You  know  ihil  all  parts  af  ihe  nsaeous  sysiem  are 
origioalljr  aoft  membranes  j  rhat  ihoae  membranes,  in  the  aecond  stage  of 
ilerelopeiseut,  become  cartilaginous;  and,  fioiily,  that  this  cartiFagiooua 
state  is  conreried  into  boire.  Boae  in  man,  as  we)t  at  in  animals,  is,  xene- 
rallf  speakii*^,  formed  in  ibe  latter  parts  of  kiira'Uieitae  life.  It  follows, 
iben,  as  a  necessary  consequence,  that  if  those  parts  whicb  ought  ulliniaiely 
10  become  bones,  aie  retarded  or  aciesicd  in  their  developement,  either  the 
membranous  or  the  carlilBginons  eoDdicion  mav  remaia  longer  than  usual, 
•r  ercn  remain  permanent  ThTongh  life.  Wbeiner  these  wilt  retain  a  mem' 
branous  or  a  cartilaginous  condition,  must  depend  on  ibe  period  of  inira- 
ulerine  life  at  which  the  arrest  or  retardation  of  deTelopeuent  occurs.  Ei- 
ther circumstance  may  lake  place  in  several  ben«%  but  asnaUf  ii  occuis 
only  in  one,  or  a  portion  of  one  bone.  Tbe  bones  of  a  child's  head,  for  ex- 
ample, have  not  unfrequenily  been  found  arrested  in  their  devetoperaent,  in 
eonsequenee  ofpressare.  In  some  remarkable  easps  such  pressore  has  heeo 
inSicied  by  exostosis,  or  a  preternatural  growth  of  tbe  pelvic  bones  of  Ibe 
mother.  These  eiamples  are  remarkable,  ioasmuch  as  they  realise,  in  the 
species  ID  which  Ihey  are  obscired,  the  normal  condition  of  other  species 
belonging  (o  classes  beneath  them  in  the  zoologic  scale.* 

Anomalies  arising  from  ao  induralioD  dF  parti  which  are  naturally  soft, 
are  aiirihutable  lo  an  excess  of  deve)opetneoi.  Nearly  all  the  sol^  pans  hare 
been  fooad  oaseoos,  but  usually  as  the  result  of  disease.  IiMliTiduals  are 
•ccasionalty  seen,  the  whole  sorfaceof  whose  bodies,  instead  ni  being  c*- 
vered  with  skin,  ia  covered  with  scales  resembtiag  tbo««  of  a  fish.  Such 
jieraoDs  have  been  called  porcupLne  families.  This  londitioo  constitutes  a 
species  of  disease,  of  whi':ii  there  are  scrcrat  rnrielies,  letmed  ieblhyonM. 

There  are  various  anomalies  in  tt>e  siiuatioa  of  p.-irts,  which  airest  atten- 
tion from  their  ^ctical  importance  ;  they  can  only  be  explained  by  the 
-theory  of  eccentric  dcTelopement.  Those  organs  ate  most  liable  lo  anoma- 
lous changes  of  position,  which,  ia  the  early  periods  of  fatal  life  especially, 
are  but  slightly  united  to  the  adjoining  pails.  Dieplaceaeat  of  the  brain 
is  by  no  meatu  uncommon,  constituting  hernia  cerebri  or  encephmionle. 
Tbe  brain  may  protrude  ai  all  ibe  suttrres,  and  between  those  portions  of 
bone,  the  union  of  which  takes  place  &t  so  early  a  period  «f  embtyonic  life 

'  Wsrnalx,  Op.  cilsl.  S.  616. 

■  laaAaa  Uncel,  Msreh  14, 1840.  p.  913. 

*  Otto,  ■■  Lahrb.  der  Puth.  Anal."  menlians  m  T.;rjp  re.iiarksble  eiaiufjg  ef  this  kind. 
A  woman,  who  had  exnttoui  or  the  pelvH.  five  birth  to  four  cluUren,  in  each  of  whom 
a  sioatl  part  of  tbe  craniiun  was  dcprenfd  and  not  aasi&edi 
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tbe  brain  iDiy  praltaite  betweiD  tb«  iwo  portion*  of  tb<  occipital  boMf 
whicb  ought  10  bccoms  permaneBtlr  oBiMd.  fit.  Milaite  meotaan*,  ihal  m 
•ae  case  ■  large  poriion  of  the  brain  protruded  between  the  two  halves  of 
(b«  occipjlal  booe,  which  reiiMioed  severed  ii>  coii«e4|u«DC«  of  ao  arrest  of 
davetopemeoi ;  it  waa  mialakeo  Tor  a  commoti  tnmoor,  and  nat  reiDored  b* 
a  aurgeoD.  Tba  child  died  ia  a  Tew  hoor^  after  ibe  performaace  of  ibta  ilf- 
j<tdiged  operaitoB.  Such  children  ntually  die  looa  after  biiih.  Diaplace- 
meot  of  other  parta  oot  aafreqaeaily  ocean  ;  for  iaalance,  of  the  luoga-aod 
the  heart.  The  heart  ha*  been  known  to  protrude  through  the  paiietea  of 
tbe  thorax.  Moal  of  ibeie  cbildrt-n  are  incapable  of  living,  but  a  few  bare 
lived  (ot  mmaj  niontha.  The  dii{e«lire  organs  bi«  frequentlf  diaplaccd,  aa 
well  as  the  bean.  Sometiaet  Ibe  diaphragm  has  been  perforateo,  to  at  W 
admit  the  abdoainal  *iM«r«  iaio  the  tborai.  Bioaphalos,  or  umbilical 
keraia,  ma^  oceaaioaall;  ariae  after  btrtb,  ia  conteqaeBce  of  ibc  digealiTO 
viscera  being  pi  eased  agnnU  the  receorly-foimed  aad  teoder  navel;  bat 
geaeially  eiomphaloa  is  a  primitive  ma  I  format  ion,  and  the  part  protruded  a 

Cirtion  of  the  small  intettmei;  but  sometiinea  a  put  of  the  omenlam,  or 
rgn  iniestinea,  or  the  liver,  protrnde*,  in  cooaequenee  of  ihe  abdominal 
|«riele*  being  deicieot.  Tbe  whole  of  these  aoomalies  arise  from  the  per- 
sistence of  a  ftBial  condition.  Yen  are  aware,  from  obMrvaiioos  I  formeilv 
made  when  upon  Ibe  snbjfci  of  embryology,  (bat  till  about  the  third  rooDlEt 
of  utero-geaiation  ihe  iDiesliDe*  are  collecied  together,  and  lie  outside  ib« 
ibdoiniiial  cavity.  They  foim  a  mass  ivcloaed  in  tbe  abeatb  of  tbe  funis, 
nrbicb,  at  that  time,  is  reij  large;  aad  nbieJt,  at  ibat  early  ^riod  of  em- 
hrronic  tife,  it  ihe  substKnle  for  the  yet  noforroed  abdominal  pBrteies. 
Wben  tbe  Abdominal  parietes  are  almost  eaiirely  formed,  there  ia  scarcely 
any  openiog  lel^  bul  that  at  the  umbiliewa.  through  which  a  portion  of  tha 
iaiestine  may  obtrude.  The  majority  of  children,  if  born  alive  with  umbil- 
ical hernia,  die  a  ihort  lioie  after  birth.  Occasionally,  where  the  hernia  is 
rery  soiall,  and  nneonoeeied  with  other  mat  formal  ions,  the  child,  if  pro^rlf 
managed,  may  coatioae  to  live  and  enjoy  tolerable  health.  Various  lotar- 
B»l  displacements  of  ihe  digestive  organs  are  occasionally  found,  many  of 
which  are  not  otherwise  important  than  a*  showing  that  they  are  almost  al- 
ways the  result  of  the  penistance  of  some  stage  of  embryonic  life. 

An  anomalous  poiiiiun  of  the  urinary  and  genital  organ*  i^  not  very  ua- 
eommoD ;  Ihe  bladder  may  protrude  through  an  opening  at  the  pubis,  or  the 
recti  muscles  on  either  side;  it*  displacement  through  the  pabis  is  not  UB' 
freqoeBi ;  the  bladder  does  not  quite  protrude,  but  looks  like  a  subcutaoeous 
lamour  more  or  lets  above  the  pubis ;  this  is  called  extrcetrtion  of  the 
Madder.  The  bladder  is  not  mertly  displaced,  but  in  developement  is  ar- 
r«sted,  its  mucous  membrane  is  turned  oat,  and  it  it  this  which  gives  it  the 
appearance  of  a  reddish,  soft  tumour,  opposite  Ihe  symphisis  pubis,  or  a 
lilile  above  it;  at  tbe  upper  portion  of  the  tumour  aie  generally  found  two 
small  apertures,  which  are  the  openings  of  the  ureters ;  through  theie  open- 
ings the  urine  distils  fiilJAftn.  It  so  happened  that  the  6rst  caae  1  ever 
dtsaected  pretested  ■  mslformatioitof  this  kind;  and  here  [preMnling  it]  is 
a  drawing  of  it  taken  at  the  time :— The  anterior  poition  of  tbe  bladder  is 
wholly  wanting.  The  tomour,  in  these  cases,  projects  more  or  less,  and 
mav  be  diminished  by  piessnre  ;  so  long  as  the  child  is  quiet  the  tuniouT  it 
lilile,  if  ai  all,  above  the  surface  of  the  abdominal  ioleguments;  bul  when 
(he  child  cries  or  strains,  it  is  considerably  elevated  above  th«m.  Jo  seve- 
lal  cases  where  there  ban  been  this  eatroversion  of  the  bladder,  the'umhilt- 
cus  has  been  eniirely  hidden  by  the  tumour,  or  faaa,  perhaps,  been  lying 
voder  tbe  protruded  portion  of  the  bladder;  and  hence,  it  has  been  thought 
thai  certain  children  have  been  born  without  a  navel,  an  occurrence  which 
is  physiologicslly  incredible.  As  the  urine  is  distilled  gtOtati'm,  through 
tba  orifices  of  the  oretert,  which  are  represented  in  ihe  drawing,  the  funt- 
lioB  of  tbe  uretbta  is  not  called  into  action  i  and  according  lo  a  pbytiwogi- 
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ea)  law  the  Dretbit)  bteorac*  imperriiMM.  Tbe  •ame  reawrk  appKe*(o  dl 
caaaU,  wberher  blood  urease  la  or  any  other  tabM ;  if  their  are  noi  »IM 
VpoD  by  aaiiire  to  perfortn  iheir  ruMiioD  of  traDfimtiinf  ihe  Anid  (bat  sIhwh 
naiuialty  pass  rhrough,  then  they  cease  to  lie  eaoBle.  The  openios  at  ik« 
pubis  or  recti  niascles,  which  ia  foaad  ia  cases  of  eiirorinion  of  ttrt  blad- 
der, is  clearly  and  uaeqairocally  an  arreai  of  deTelopemeni ;  oaltMe  haa 
•topjwd  in  hei  work  r  io  fact,  the  derelopemeal  is  oot  oompleied. 

BitroTersioB  of  the  bladder  is  always  a  serious  taalformatioa,  for  the  dia- 
ctiarge  of  urine  is  inToluntary,  sod  constaatly  going  on  from  (he  tireters. 

An  aRomaloua  liluation  of  the  testicles  is  neither  aoeoounaa  nor  praetl- 
eally  unimportsDi.  The  leeticlea  niay  drac^Dd  sooaer  than  usual,  from  an 
excess  of  developeoiRDt,  nature  hsriar  terminated  her  processes  more  t*- 
jiii\y  than  she  generally  does  ;  more  frequently,  however,  tha  testicles  do 
aoi  descend  into  the  scrotom  at  rbe  usual  lime,  from  an  arrest  of  developc- 
ment ;  ihey  raay  not4esceffld  till  the  ninth  moolh  of  pregiiancy,  or  ereafor 
weeks,  inunibs,  or  years,  after  birth,  or  they  may  never  descend  at  all.  Tb«y 
Are  often  arrested  at  the  ingoiaal  caoal  for  several  years.  In  all  these  caaers 
(here  is  a  persisiaoce  of  the  foetal  condition,  and  the  siluniion  of  (he  testi- 
cIm  is  analogona  lo  tbe  natural  alraciure  of  various  animals,  in  many  of 
which  the  testicles  remain  permanently  in  the  abdomen.  None  of  theM 
eases  affect  the  g«aenitiTe  powera  of  tnan ;  indeed,  the  popnlar  belief  is. 
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■nore  vi^ourous  than  those  whose  testicles  are  in  their  natural  situation.  If 
the  testjcles  remain  permanently  in  the  abdomen,  oO  external  eiaminatioa 
could  coRTJnee  the  inquirer  thai  those  ornns  existed  at  all ;  and  no  donbl 
ilia  to  this  circnmsiance  that  t*e  must  refer  those  esses  in  which  it  has  been 
tanagined  thai  men  were  capable  of  exercising  tbeir  generative  fnnciioaa 
without  lesticlea.  Cases  of  anomalous  sitaaiion  of  the  testicles  have  occur- 
red which  are  extremely  important ;  at  the  age  of  puberty  the  testicles  bava 
appeared  in  tbe  form  of  small  tumours  at  the  groins,  and  serious  roislakaa 
kare  arisen.  If,  at  the  age  of  puberty  or  before,  a  boy  complains  of  a  small 
awelling  in  tbe  groin,  be  careful  before  you  make  np  your  mind  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  case  or  the  treatment  to  be  adopted  ;  examine  the  scrotuai, 
and  ascertain  whetlier  the  testicles  are  down.  I  have  known  cases  in  which 
tbe  testicles  forming  tumours  at  the  inguinal  ring,  have  been  mistaken  for 
hernia  ;  a  irnss  has  been  applied,  and  inBaramuion  and  great  safTeting  bare 
been  prudnced  by  the  ignorance  or  csrelessness  of  the  practitioner.  1  abati 
allerwards  enter  into  some  details  upon  this  subject. 

Displacement  of  tbe  kidneys  is  by  no  means  a  rare  species  of  anomalmM 
pHDsilion  of  parts  ;  ()ne  kidney  is  occasionally  found,  not  in  its  natural  sittia- 
lion,  but  in  the  pelvis.  This  is  worth  observing,  because  it  refutes  a  ph^- 
aiologicai  error.  In  eases  of  this  kind  the  supra-renal  capsule  is  retained  in 
its  natural  situation,  showing  that  the  opinion  of  certain  physiologists,  who 
assert  that  the  supra-renal  capsule  and  the  kidney  are  dependent  upon  eacb 
other,  is  incorrect ;  far  when  the  biJney  is  in  the  pelvis,  the  supra-renal 
CSMule  retains  its  normal  situation,  condilion,  and  size. 

There  are  various  displacements  of  organs  which  are  not  contained  in  tbe 
digestive  cavities;  for  example,  club-feet.  Club-foot  is,  however,  very  fre- 
quently associated  with  other  malformations.  In  33  cases  of  anomaloo* 
atmclure,  at  La  Materoit6,  of  various  kinds,  Chaussier  observed  club-foot  in 
37  of  them.  This  malformation  may  exist  alone,  hot  usually  it  is  associated 
with  other  and  more  impurtant  organic  deviations.  (jieDerally  speaking,  we 
•ee  club-fool  in  acephalous  children,  *'•  e.  monsters  born  without  a  brain,  or 
merely  a  rudimentary  brain. 

Club-foot  frequently  arises  from  mechanical  pressure  inflicted  dnriac 
pregnancy,  but  generally  there  is  an  imperfect  developement  of  the  bones  of 
the  tarsus;  it  also  occurs  from  rickets  during  intra-ulerine  life.  When  tha 
foot  is  turned  in,  whinh  iM  the  mnst  common  species  of  club-foot,  it  ariaea 
from  a  persiitanee  of  the  fatal  condition,  foi  at  an  early  period  of  embryooie 
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m«tit  occQrring  at  a-verr  earif  period  afintri' uterine  life,  and  again  exhibii- 

ior  in  man  Ibe  DSiura  I  struct  ore  of  many  animils.    Man;  mammi'' 

laU  have  their  feel   direeled   TerlicaMr   downward*,  and   ooly   i 
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lift  tbe  fM(  ie  tBtraeil  more  or  tea*  inwards.  H«re  we  find  aDtxiier  proof  of 
ihe  ctirioiis  l*et,  thai  aodtiialou*  airae'ure  in  man  tepresenti  the  natnral 
slrQClare  of  a  great  many  animala.  Sometime*  the  foot  is  thrown  down- 
irarda,  (the  pes  eqtrinas,  of  authors)  anotlier  example  of  arrvsl  of  devetope- 
■ .  .»^ life,  and  again  exhibit- 
Many  mammiferoaa 
irds,  Bod  only  rest  In 
■landing  on  their  toes  and  nails.  Similar  distortmoa  are  occasionally  seen 
in  the  hands. 

The  hair  of  tbe  eyelashes  is- sometimes  turned  in  at  birth,  eon  at  ito  ling 
what  is  termed  Irirkiasu,  which  occasionally  occurs  also  aAer  birth.  Tht 
hairs  beine  turned  in  on  the  ^obe  of  the  eye,  of  course  caose.  great  irrita- 
tion.    It  is  not  my  object  to  apeak  of  ibe  treatment  of  these  cases. 

Tbe  blood-Tesseh,  nerfea,  aod  muscles  are  subject  to  various  anomalies 
of  position.  I(  is  almost  impossible  to  dissect  a  body  without  finding  varia- 
tions ID  (he  origin  and  termination  of  muscles,  and  in  the  course  and  distri- 
bution oT  blood-ressels.  The  latter  are  extremely  common,  some  of  theie 
Tariations  being  of  no  moment,  while  others  are  very  important  in  reference 
lo  practical  surgerr.  Th^  surgeon,  when  about  to  perform  an  operaiioR, 
preiomes  iliai  the  nlood-vessels  to  be  involved  in  it  are  in  their  naiural  po- 
sition ;  but  he  should  know  the  possibility  of  this  not  being  the  case,  and 
therefore  will  be  careful  to  make  an  examioati^D,  and  prepare  for  aoy  acei- 
dent  which  mny  arise  from  their  abnoroisl  situation. 

All  organi,  however  intimsiely  conBeeted  with  adjoining  parts,  may  be 
dtaplaeed  at  birth,  and  most  of  these  occurrences  are  explained  by  an  arrest 
of  devetopcment,  so  that  that  becomes  a  pernianenl  condition  which,  nor- 
raslly,  sboQid  be  only  temporary.  Sometimes  in  exotupbalos,  or  congenital 
umbilical  hernia,  the  organs  have  not  quitted  their  natural  position— ibey 
hnve  never  occnpied  it.  The  protruded  part  or  pans  have  -not  escaped  from 
the  abdomen,  as  is  generally  asserted ;  congenital  umbilical  hernia  is  gene- 
rally formed  in  a  different  way ;  from  an  arrest  of  devetopcment  tbe  pro- 
trtided  parts  hav«  never  anived  in  the  abdominal  cavity.  Sometimes,  how- 
ever, this  species  of  hernia  occurs  after  birth,  the  intestine  having  proiroded 
from  ita  natural  place,  and  passed  through  a  more  or  less  dilated  opening, 
or  an  opening  which  remains  beyond  the  usual  period. 

The  jaws  are  sometimes  £0  narrow  that  the  denial  arch  is  incapable  of 
holding  all  the  teeth  it  is  nalurally  destined  lo  conlain.  This  is  not  of 
practical  importance;  it  is  merely  one  itetu  in  the  general  aecoont,  illna- 


raiins  the  entrous  physiological  fnct  of  anomalous  structure  ii 

jnestly  resembling  the  normal  structure  of  animals;  for  in  many  animala 

we  find  tbe  teeih  standing  one  before  dnother,  from  narrowness  of  the  jaw. 


Another  singular  anomaly  with  respect  to  the  teeth  is,  that  ihev  a 
times  merely  fixed  in  the  gums,  lesembling  many  fish,  wheie  they  are  not 
Sied  in  bony  alveolar  processes,  but  simply  adhere  to  the  soft  parts.    This 
sapporls  the  opinion'Sf  de  Blainville  and  other  physiologists,  who  assert 
that  the  teeth  are  dependent  on  [he  integumenli  rather  then  on  a  connection, 
with  the  osseous  system. 

The  whole  of  the  lymphatic  system  is  to  uncertain  in  its  dintribtition, 
ibal  no  detail  has  ever  been  attempted  of  ii.  Less  commonly,  but  still  not 
very  rarely,  we  find  similar  variations  in  the  distribution  of  the  arteries  and 
veins.  The  vena  azygos,  for  example,  varies  «o  greatly  in  its  course  as  to 
be  scarcely  twice  alike.  The  jugular  veins,  again,  are  by  no  means  con- 
stant in  their  course.  Tbe  system  of  the  vent  porta  offers  many  variations 
in  its  distiihulton.  The  aieh  of  the  aorta  and  tne  vessels  which  arise  from 
it  often  vary  in  their  direction.  Nuojerons  other  deviations  exist  occasion- 
ally in  the  distribution  of  bload-vessela  in  (he  human  subject. 

The  knowledge  of  some  of  these  facts  is  of  practical  importance.  For 
nsample,  neither  tbe  distribution  of  tbeveia*  nor  the  arteries  at  the  bend  of 
the  arm  is  always  the  same.    The  common  operalioD  of  reneaectton  is 
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geitertlly  pcrrormed  npon  ihe  Tnedian  cephalic  reto.  If  iba  mediaa  bMitie 
T«in  is  cho»«n,  ibe  artery  may  b«  wounded.  Aod  tbe  lauet  oughl  nerer  lo 
be  iatioduced  berore  Ihe  tiiuaiion  of  the  artery  ic  aicertajaed  ;  tor  the  di*i- 
sioD  of  the  brachial  artery  into  the  radial  and  ulnar  Bomeliiuei  labea  plaoo 
muub  higher  up  Ihao  utual.  Sometimea  the  brachial  artery  ilividei  at  lite 
upper  part  of  the  arm,  apd  then  the  braoche*  which  proceed  froiD  it  correar 
|Mnd  with  the  basilic  and  cephalic  veina.  Poiial  obterTes,  thai  where  (here 
IS  this  UQUsaal  bifurcation  of  ih«  brachial  artery,  it  is  (generally  asioeiated 
with  a  similar  hi;b  division  of  the  crural  artery.'  Agaio,  the  obturator  ar- 
tery generally  arises  from  the  hypogastric,  or  inlernaT  iliac  artery  ;  but  not 
uorrequentl^  it  is  given  off  by  the  episaMric  artery.  This  i*  an  irreguiaritr 
in  the  disiributiou  of  blood-vesaels  of  importance  in  rafereoce  to  the  opera- 
lion  fur  hernia. 

Sometimes  tbe  ureters  open  into  (he  urethra,  and  in  such  ca*««  the  blad- 
der is  generally  ahseaL  This  is  the  oatiiral  siracture  of  many  animals. 
The  ureters  may  open  into  the  vagioa  or  rectum.  The  vai  deferens  msf 
opeu  into  the  bladder  or  ureters.  The  vagina,  or  neck  of  the  uterus,  baa 
been  known  to  open  into  the  bladder  or  rectum.  In  the  latter  case  a  wom^ti 
mav  conceive  and  bear  children.  The  sous  baa  been  known  lo  enlarge 
sufficiently,  with  some  laceration  of  the  perioeum,  to  admit  the  passage  of 
the  child  during  labour.  In  one  case  related  by  Portnl,  a  woman  had  appa- 
rently no  vagina,  but  only  a  small  opening  for  the  passage  of  tbe  urine,  aad 
she  had  always  mensiruatvd  by  the  snus.  She  was  impregnated  by  the 
rectum,  and  at  the  end  of  pregnancy  the  very  small  opening  near  tbe  pubis, 
by  means  of  which  ii  was  impossible  &be  could  have  been  impregnated,  en- 
larged, and  delivery  look  place  by  tbe  nalurul  passage.  The  intestinal  canal 
has  very  frequently  been  known  to  open  at  some  other  part  than  the  anns. 
In  those  cases  there  is  a  deficiencf  of  the  inLestine,  the  gut  ending  where 
the  anomalous  opening  la.  Tbia  is  importaut,  as  I  shall  afterwards  loei- 
lion,  in  reference  to  the  treatment  of  imperforate  anus. 

Irregular  opeoings  of  the  male  urethra  are  by  no  means  uncommon.  1 
b«ve  seen  three  instances.  Sometimes  it  opens  at  the  upper  part  of  the 
penis,  constituting  a  species  of  malformation  technically  lenned  eptapo- 
diat ;  at  other  times  the  opening  is  on  the  lower  part  of  the  penis,  consti- 
tuting anmher  species  u(  malformaiion,  called  hypotpadiat. 

Occasionally,  some  of  ibe  natural  openings  of  the  urinary  organs  are  ibund 
wanting.  Most  of  these  anomalies  arise  from  a  persislance  of  the  early 
structure  of  the  embryo,  arid  represent  in  man  the  natural  state  of  inferior 
animals,  Tbe  ialesiioes  have  been  known  lo  terminate  in  tbe  bladder.  Tbe 
expulsion  of  tbe  orine,  mixed  with  meconium,  is  a  clear  proof  of  that  phe- 
nomenon. In  most  eases  death  is  the  result  of  these  malformations,  but 
sometimes  infsnts  have  lived  fur  months  with  them.  A  remarkable  case 
occurred  to  Fournier,  of  the  rectum  opening  ioio  the  ragina.  He  was  called 
in  by  three  pupils,  who  had  been  attending  a  woman  in  labour  (or  three 
days.  Difficulties  arose  ;  the  bowels  were  much  constinaled,  and  tbe  pa- 
tient had  not  had  a  motiua  for  some  time.  He  desired  a  glysler  to  be  thrown 
Up  ;  the  pupils  attempted  to  administer  it,  hut  failed,  witbout  knowing  the 
reason,  Fournier  examined  the  patient,  and  found  no  anus,  and  on  intro- 
ducing his  finger  into  tbe  vagina,  found  that  the  end  of  tbe  rectum  waa 
loose,  and  pressing  upon  the  womb,  as  it  was  filled  with  ftece*.  There  was 
no  apineter  ani.  The  opening  of  the  gut  was  as  large  as  its  diameter.  A 
canula  was  introduced,  and  the  rectum  cleaied  by  a  glysiei ;  it  waa  loaded 
with  scybala  and  cherry-stones.     The  labour  terminated  well  and  easily. 

Any  of  the  external  openings  of  the  body  may  be  wanting.  The  vagina 
may  be  completely  imperforate,  and  so  may  the  hymen.  In  these  cases  tbe 
menses  bave  been  retained ;  symptoms  of  pregnancy  have  existed,  and 
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sefioas  rnisUkei  have  been  Diadi;  in  pnctic«,  which  1  guarded  f  oo  against 
early  in  Ibe  conrte. 

In  other  caaei  Ihe  arelhra  is  imperforate,  either  at  ihe  gtsos  penis  only, 
or  a  large  ponion  of  ibe  canat  may  be  iniberrious.  I  have  seen  [n'o  cases  in 
new-born  infanU,  in  which  Ihe  orifipe  of  the  nrethrn  w«s  merely  covered 
wiib  a  detieale  [iienibrane,  which  was  renioved  withoui  the  slighieil  diffi- 
cnli]'.  But  when  (he  urethra  is  thus  closed,  we  cannot  be  ceitain,  before 
ihis  alight  operatroD,  how  far  it  is  imperforate,  or  bow  seriou!)  ihe  case  mav 
b«.  If  rbe  passage  be  wanting  thron^h  a  considerable  part  of  the  canat,  the 
caae  is  scarcely  rentediable.  In  some  eases  the  opening  of  ihe  nostrils  haa 
been  found  dosed.  Sometimes,  as  in  the  uretbre,  the  obstruction  merely 
GOBiista  of  a  thin,  delicate  membrane;  at  other  times  there  has  been  a  pei^ 
msnent  adheaion  of  the  nostrils.  Sometimes  ihe  iris  is  imperforaie,  in  cod* 
•equence  of  the  persistance  of  the  two  original  halves  ofihe  memhrana  pn- 
pillaris.  Someiiioes  the  membrana  popiliaris  disappears  ipoDtaoeously 
alter  birth,  but  ihal  is  very  rare.  It  may  always  be  assnmeil  that  the  child 
will  remain  blind,  unless  the  membrana  puprllaris  be  removed  by  nperaiion, 
as  it  ODce  was  by  Cheselden  in  a  case  of  (his  kind.  Imperroiation  of  the  os 
uteri  is  not  very  uncommon.  In  some  cases  tliia  anomaly  arises  from  a 
membrane  closing  the  OS ;  in  others,  from  ihe  lipJ  being  united.  Here  is  a 
epecimen  where  it  is  scarcely  possible  lo  iniroduce  a  needle  into  ihe  oa 
uteri.  OrcDDise.  although  the  os  uieri  be  imperforate,  the  mensiroal  fluid 
will  be  secreted,  but  cannot  be  discharged,  and  then  it  will  be  neeessaiy  to 
make  an  incision  inio  the  uterus,  as  has  been  done  by  Delpech  and  others, 
wiih  success.  The  nieros  may  eipaad  to  ihe  size  of  pregnancy,  from  the 
gradual  aecumulaiioD  of  the  retained  menses  in  lis  carity,  and  sll  ihe  ordi- 
nary phenomena  of  uteio  eestaiion  be  pioJuoed.  Incisions  hare  been  made 
in  many  such  cases  into  the  nierus.  and  the  patients  have  suhsei]uenil]r  done 
well,  aod  borne  children.  Ail  canals  lined  with  a  mucous  membrane,  con- 
tinuous with  the  skin,  aie  Irabie  to  have  their  natural  openings  iroperforate. 
This  organic  condition,  nhicli  is  frequenily  referied  by  paihologisis  to  dis- 
ease, is  really  attributable  lo  an  arrest  of  developemeni,  from  ihe  persia- 
tance  of  a  state  which  naturally  onghi  to  be  only  iraosiioiy. 

Tbe  persislance  of  the  ductus  arteriosus,  or  foramen  ovale,  after  birlh,  is 
by  no  means  unimportant  or  uncommon.  Either  of  these  anomalies  is  oc- 
casionally found  without  other  malformations  of  the  vascular  system,  but 
Ibis  is  rare ;  usually  ihe  heart  is  malformed.  The  embryonic  or  fceial  sIidc- 
ture  remains,  and  resembles  the  natural  structtire  of  reptiles.  The  persia- 
lance  of  ihe  inter-auricular  oriSce  and  ductus  arteriosus  does  not  always,  or 
even  commonly,  produce  any  pariicular  symptoms  during  the  fiisi  days  of 
life,  provided  il  do  not  oppose  ihe  perfect  oiygenalton  of  ihe  blood}  but 
such  malformations  sooner  or  later  cause  a  disease  called  cyanosis,  which 
I  shall  describe  in  a  future  lecture. 

A  complete  inversion  in  the  siiuoiiuo  of  the  thoracic  and  abdominal  vis- 
eera,  the  bloud-vesKels,  and  nerves,  occasionally  eaisls;all  those  organs 
which  are  ordinarily  on  tbe  right  bt;lng  placed  on  the  left  side.  Complica- 
ted as  this  deviation  from  ihe  g«iieral  plan  of  nature  undoubtedly  is,  no  dia- 
tuibaoce  of  fnnciioD  is  caused  by  it;  and  this  well-ltnown  fact  admits  of  an 
easy  eiplanation.  If  the  heart,  for  example,  be  placed  on  the  right  side  of 
Ihe  thorax,  as  Ihe  situation  of  all  the  great  blood-vessels  is  also  inverted, 
and  as  they  preserve  their  noimal  relations  with  the  different  cavities  of  the 
heart,  ilie  circulation  of  blood  is  not  disturbed.  If  the  spleen  be  placed  on 
Ihe  right  side  and  the  liver  on  ihe  left,  the  pcoresH  of  diiieiilion  is  not  inter- 
rupted, inasmuch  as  the  position  of  the  stomach  is  also  invened,  and  ihe 
norma)  connection  between  these  organs  still  remains.  There  are  many 
examples  on  record  of  such  complete  traneposi lions  of  all  ihe  viscera,  with- 
out injury  lo  tlie  healib  of  the  individuals.  An  ingenious  attempt  h^s  been 
tnade  by  Serres'  to  explain  ihe  cause  of  these  Iran  s  posit  ions.  He  stales 
'  '  Reclicrehe*  D'Analoniio  TrinMcudaiilv,"  Ac.  p.  108,  el  acq. 
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that  his  embiyoliigical  obscrratioas  lead  him  tu  iDfer  that  ilie  liver  i*  in  &et 
a  true  centre,  around  which  all  ihe  other  orzana  ran^e  ihemseWet  ia  a  re- 
flular  rojaner.  That  the  uoeiiuul  dcTelopement  uf  Ibe  (wo  lobea  of  ihs 
liver,  which  aie  primarilf  equal  and  sytnmeErical,  exercises  a  direct  or  indi- 
rect influence  npon  all  the  other  thoracic  and  abdominal  orzaos.  and  deter- 
mines their  deSaiiii'e  siiuaiion  in  both  cavities:  and  ibal  if  the  derelope- 
ment  o(  the  lobe*  orThe  liver  deviates  rroni  ibe  natural  and  ordinary  eouK*!| 
D  traaspoiiiioD  of  the  thoracic  and  abdominal  viscera  necessarily  results. 
The  merit  of  plausibility  may,  perhaps,  fairly  be  gjveo  to  this  spefulaiiQn 
ofM.  Serres,  but  so  far  as  !  know  it  stands  much  in  need  of  coiifirmatiaD. 

The  subject  of  bermaphrodism  occupies  from  60  to  80  pages  in  the  work 
of  Geoffroy  St.  Hilaire.  All  I  can  say  is  this,  that  although  w.b  see  many 
instances  of  true  b^rmaphrodism  in  (he  animal  aad  vegetable. kingdoms,  do 
such  cases  have  c«er  existed  in  the  humau  subject ;  do  buman  hermaphro- 
dite. Id  the  proper  sense  of  ihe  term,  has  e«er  existed  ;  not  a  single  so-called 
be rm aphrodite  in  man  has  even  been  capable  of  performing  tbe  s<eiual  func- 
tiioas  of  both  sexes.  All  the  alleged  ca^es  have  merely  ari^eii  from  various 
malformations,  either  of  iraperiectly  formed  mt^o  or  imperfectly  forqied 
women.  In  con^equeuee  of  malformations  of  the  genital  organs,  eirls  have 
been  educated  for  boya,  and  vice  eerxd.  In  several  cases  i|idiviauals  who 
had  been  educated  and  looked  upon  as  males  have  suddenly  astonished  the 
world  by  being  delivered  of  children  ;  and,  in  other  cases,  malformed  men, 
who  have  been  supposed  to  be  women,  have  lived  fur  many  years  as  the 
wives  ofmeb,  and  the  fact  has  not  been  di^coverrd  till  death  look  place. 
The  details  of  the  various  malformations  which  have  led  to  these  mistakes, 
are  lo  be  found  in  most  worlis  na  phy^tiology. 

With  respect  to  the  frequency  of  raimsters,  so  far  as  statistical  accounts 
have  been  made,  ii  appears  that  some  Kind  ol  malfurmaiioo  occurs  about 
once  in  three  ihousand  births.  We  rarely  find  one  anomaly  alone.  Some- 
liraes  the  Bnomalics  are  of  sticb  a  kind  as  to  offer  do  impediment  to  the  en- 
iovment  of  health  ;  in  other  insiaoces  ihey  lead  to  the  speedy  extinction  of 

Monstrosity  is  much  more  frequent  iu  the  higher  than  the  lower  animals : 
this  fact  admits  of  an  easy  and  m  least  a  very  plausible  eiplanation.  The 
more  eomplicated  tbe  ori^aisatioD,  the  more  stages  of  developemcnt  the 
various  organs  have  to  pass  through,  and  the  mors  likely,  iberefore,  is  ibeir 
developemeut  lo  be  interfered  with  from  various  causes,  ihati  in  tbe  simply 
organised. 

The  hiith  of  a  child  of  monstrous  formation  is  not  usually  to  be  antici- 
pated by  Ihe  oecunence  of  any  particular  symptom  during  the  pregnancy  of 
(he  mother.  When  the  ftctus  is  of  monstrous  formation,  the  mother,  gene- 
rally d|>eaking,  is  in  good  health,  and  has  had  wi'll-formed  children  before. 
There  is  scarcely  an  example  on  record  in  which  women  have  produced 
monsters  at  their  first  labour.  Occasiooally  we  may  suspect  that  the.falus 
in  utero  is  of  anomalous  stiuctuie  :  for  example,  parents  who  nre  ill-formed 
are  likely  to  transmit  tu  their  offspring  the  same  organic  characters  which 
thev  themselves  possess;  hut  we  are  nut  to  suppose  that  they  cannut  have 
«bildr«D  of  natural  structure.     In  some  cases  a  knowledge  of  the  previous 

Eregnancies  tnay  afford  us  useful  information.  Some  well  formed  peisoos 
ave  a  sort  of  predisposition  to  give  hiiih  to  cliildreu  of  anomalous  forma- 
tion, just  as  some  parents  who  are  bealtliy  have  a  predisposition  to  give 
birth  la  children  disposed  lo  particular  diseases.  Thus,  it  not  nnfrequeolly 
happens  that  the  offipriag  of  young  men  and  women  who  appear  to  be  well 
formed  and  in  perfact  health,  ar:  all  acephalous  or  consumptive.  These 
r»cts  are  not  capable  of  explanation. 

Although  in  many  cases  no  peculiar  symptoms  precede  the  hirlh  of  a 
child  of  anomalous  structure,  in  others  the  mother,  during  her  preenancy, 
especially  during  the  Srst  montbv  bas  laboured  under  disease,- or  suffered 
from  falls,  or  other  bodily  injuries,  or  powerful  moral  emotions.    In  such 
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etCM,  ii  haa  freqa«n(lT  happFoed  tbat  the  be*1th  of  ihe  mother  bas  fa^tt- 
sTCcdilf  re-Mlablisbea,  aaJ  there  was  every  reason  to  hone  that  do  mis- 
chlevopit  effects  bad  been  produced.  In  other  cases  of  the  kind  the  mother 
baa  anSered  more  or  leis  iVorn  ifae  bodity  or  meniat  injury  until  the  perJoil 
or  her  labour. 

Children  who  present  sotne  slight  inoinaty  in  iheir  ronnatioa  are  asnally 
born  at  iheoidinary  period  of  pregnancy,  and  their  deli^ry'ts  not  attended 
by  any  remarkable  eircnmstaace.  Bni  the  birlh  of  beings  of  positirely  mon- 
•trous  fonnation  \i  frequently  accompanied  by  circumstances  which  ileserTC 
aiteotioo.  The  binh  of  many  monsters  occurs  before  the  usual  period,  and 
sometinies  it  Is  retarded  beyond  the  nalnral  leim  of  ptejtnancy.  Doable 
DODiiers  ate  usually  born  at  the  seventh  or  eighth  month  of  utero-ge station, 
and,  as  might  be  imagined,  the  act  of  parturition  is  generally  increased  in 
difficulty.  But  siill  it  appears  that  no  speciis  of  monstrositv  absolutely  ex- 
cludes the  possibility  of  natural  or  maniial  tlelirery.  The  delivery  of  doublv 
monsters  is,  as  might  be  eipected,  frequrntjv  long  nnd  laborious;  but  St. 
Hilairc  knows  ofDo  recorded  case  of  the  kind  in  which  the  mother  has  per- 
ished daring  laboar,  or  in  which,  for  the  purpose  of  rescuing  her  from  im- 
pending danger,  either  the  Cesarian  operation,  or  embiyoiomy,  was  required. 

The  efficieiU  catuei  of  tiumtlnuity—Vpoa  ibis  part  of  the  subject  writers 
of  the  ]6ih  and  I7ih  cenltiry  gave  full  play  to  their  imagination,  and  aecn- 
niolated  many  whimsical  and  absurd  hypotheses.  Monsters  being,  in  ibeir 
belief,  entirely  oat  of  the  pale  of  the  general  plan  and  ordinary  rules  of  m- 
mre,  they  were  compelled  to  hare  recourse  to  the  influence  of  wooderAil 
cauiea.  Hence  those  extraordinary  biiibs  which  were  attributed  to  lfa« 
adalierous  connection  between  men  and  beasts,  frum  which  deplorable  and 
absurd  prejodices  some  paid  the  price  of  their  liberty,  and  others  of  their 
lives.  Hence  also  the  supposed' in lerve a tion  of  the  Deity,  who  was  thonght 
to  create  monsters  for  the  purpose  of  astonishit.g  or  terrifying  man;  or  of 
demooa,  the  origin  of  evil,  placed  almost  universally  af^er  the  Deity,  by  Ihe 
tin^olar  consent  of  tfae  grass  superstition  of  ibe  people,  most  of  the  eccleai- 
astic^,  and  even  the  philosophers  of  various  sects.  All  these  hypotheses, 
Ibe  product  of  the  darkness  of  tfae  middle  ages,  hare  long  sioce  ceased  to 
have  any  inSuence ;  and  even  before  Ihe  idea  was  maiittained  tliai  betnga  of 
monstrous  fbrmaiion  did  not  depart  from  Ihe  general  laws  of  phykiology,  no 
trace  of  Boch  speculations  remaiiied.  The  opinion  gradually  arose  thai  both 
Ae  causes  and  effects  of  moniiroitty  were  simple  and  regular.  And  snclt, 
in  bet,  is  Ibe  nature  of  all  those  causes  of  anomalies  which  hare  hitbeno 
been  proved  by  observation,  and  which  are  generally  the  hereditary  trans- 
■oissioD  of  monsters :  diseases  which  have  attacked  tbe  mother;  violence 
inBicied  apon  her,  especially  upon  the  abdomen;  and  Uaily,  the  influence 
opoa  the  mother  of  some  powerful  moral  emotion  in  the  Oral  inonths  of 
pregnancy.  8l  Hiloire  offer))  maiiy  interesting  reroatka  upon  some  of  these 
cases,  and  claims  for  his  father  the  discovery  and  the  demonstraiion  of  the 
remarkable  fact,  that  there  are  certain  mansltosities  which  are  always  pro- 
dnced  hy  some  mechanical  violence  inflicted  upon  the  abdomen  of  the  mo- 
ther; namely,  those  in  which  the  cranium  is  open,  and  in  which  the  brain 
is  deficient^  and  a  vaicolii  tumour  exists  in  place  of  it.  He  states,  that 
whenever  it  has  been  possible  to  learn  all  the  circumstances  of  a  pregnancy 
which  has  terminated  bv  the  birth  of  children  Ihns  monstrously  formed,  it 
hat  always  been  clearly  proved  that  the  mother  had  either  suffeted  fhira 
MMDC  violeui  blow  or  long  continued  pressure  upon  tbe  belly.  In  the  few 
eases  of  the  kind  in  which  no  external  violence  could  be  proved,  the  taothei 
had  aoffeied'  frum  some  violent  moral  emotion.  Ihe  immedialeeRect  of  which 
waa  a  powerful  and  sadden  reaction  of  the  abdominal  viscera  ;  o;  she  had 
suffered  from  some  severe  abdominal  disease. 

I  cannot  enlei*  into  the  details  of  the  cases  related  by  St.  Hilaire,  in  proof 
of  hi*  arguments  upon  this  subject ;  to  me  Ihey  appear  clear  and  convincing. 

Connected  with  the  tnbject  of  the  efficient  causes  of  moastnuilie*,  ibere 
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11  sDolher  question. of  very  diSieDlt  *o]uiioa,  and  which  has  loogesciied  the 
mleolion  of  p[iy!<iologlsts,  viz.  Ihe  ioflueace  of  moial  impresiiuns  of  ihe  mo- 
iher  upon  Ihe  lietus  in  uiera.  The  all-powerrul  iaBueDce  of  this  cause 
would,  DO  doubt,  be  one  of  the  best  proved  facts  in  physiology,  if  the  truth 
of  RD  opinion  could  always  be  inferred  froni  the  number  of  its  supporters,  or 
the  foice  of  their  conviciion.  In  proof  of  the  anliquity  of  the  belief  of  the 
influeace  of  ib«  mother's  itnagiiiatioa  upon  the  young  id  her  womb,  the 
stratagem  of  Jkcob,  to  increase  ibe  "party-coloured  lambs" of  Laban's  flock, 
is  referred  la  by  all  wiiiers.  Even  in  the  pretenl  day,  this  doctrine  is  sup- 
ported by  many  wrilera,  nnd  is  more  or  less  generally  admilted  by  nil  classes 
of  society.  A  ft;w.aiodero  physiologists,  indeed,  have  entered  their  protest 
against  it,  and  are  inclined  to  exclude,  altogether,  as  an  efficient  cause  of 
monstrous  forroalion,  the  moral  influence  of  [he  mother,  whirh  ihe  eldvr 
writers  regarded  as  certain  and  quite  SHii'sfaclory.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
ibat  some  BDomalie*  onginiite  froni  moral  motions  experienced  during  the 
course  of  pregnancy  by  the  mother;  and  upon  this  subject  Si-  Hilaire  oflers 
•ome,  at  leasl  plausible,  remark^i.  There  are  various  kind»  of  moral  emo- 
IiODi  or  impressions,  no  mailer  whellier  grave  or  gay,  pleasurable  or  dis- 
gusting. Some  are  violent  and  sudden;  others  weak  and  momentary; 
oibera  weak,  but  more  or  less  permanent.  Each  diflerenl  kiud  of  influence 
upon  the  mind  nil!  produce  diSerenl  effects.  This  is  confirmed  by  facts. 
VioIcDi  aod  sudden  emoiions  of  ihe  inind  very  frequently  produce  a«  great 
bodily  disturbance  as  mechanical  injuries,  and  may,  no  douDi,  cause  imper- 
fection in-  ihe  structure  of  ihe  fceius.  Many  reroaikable  proofs  of  the  truth 
of  this  theory  are  given  by  St.  Hilaire,  and  numerous  writers. 

The  influence  of  flight  but  permanent  menial  emotions  of  the  mother  up- 
on the  stiuclure  of  the  fcsius  in  utero,  is  nut  proved  by  facts  equally  con- 
vincing, but  can  scarcely  be  allegether  discarded.  There  are  not  wanting 
~    "  -  -'       '     -   ■  •xamples  of  oialformed  or  even  monstrous  infants  given 


birth  to  by  women  who  had  ^uflered  during  [heir  pregnancy  from  long  c 
tinued  menial  despondency  and  grief.     The  efficiency  of  sucb  a  cause  <o 
produce  ihe  alleged  eflecl  is  too  probable  to  admit  of^  a  hasty  denial ;  but 


furiher  than  this  we  canooi  go ;  we  cannot  admit  the  influence  of  slight  ai 
momentary  moral  impressions  of  the  moihei  upon  Ihe  fceius.  According  lb 
ihe  popular  belief,  if  a  pregoaoi  woman  look  al  a  particular  object,  is  dis- 
guated  or  frightened  by  it,  and,  above  all,  if  she  "  longs"  for  it,  it  very  fre- 
(|ueatly  happens  ihat  llie  lesemblance,  bolh  in  shape  and  colour  of  that  ob- 
ject, will  be  imprinted  upon  the  body  of  the  fce'us  ;  «nd  hence  the  popular 
rule,  that  a  woman  with  child  must  have  all  her  longings  gratified,  lest  Ihe 
child  should  be  marked.  In  support  of  this  beliefvou  will  find,  in  numeious 
ivriiers,  a  very  imposing  array  of  so-called  facts.  But  examine  (hem  closely, 
and  you  will  also  find  the  evidence  upon  which  they  rest  is  any  ibinfC  but 
utisraciory.  In  cases  of  ibis  kind  the  presumed  cause  of  the  "  mark"  or 
anomalous  structure  of  the  child,  is  never  ihoughl  of  until  it  is  seen  at  its 
biilh,  and  then,  for  the  first  lime,  some  circumstance  or  another  thai  occurred 
during  pregnaucy,  is  referred  to  as  the  cause  of  the  mark  or  malformation. 
Still,  as  Dr.  Blundell  says,  "  in  mailers  of  ibis  obscure  and  uncertain  hind, 
to  ridicule,  without  giving  ourselves  the  trouble  lo  examine,  is  at  once  peiu- 
lanl  and  unphilosoftfiical ;"  and  I  refer  you  lo  two  or  three  remarkable  and 
authenticated  cases,  which  he  has  recorded,  which  show  a  curious  coinci- 
dence between  impressions  made  upon  the  mind  of  the  mother,  and  appear- 
ances upon  the  body  of  the  child. 

Thus,  gentlemen,  1  lerminaie  a  confessedly  brief  and  very  imperfeel  sketch 
of  the  modern  researches  upon  the  subject  of  monstrosity.  I  have  done,  how- 
ever, all  I  intended;  and,  if  you  will  takemyadvice,  asa(t(detI(«.yoo  will  go  no 
further  into  this  now  very  extensive  subject.  If  you  are  inclined  to  approach  it 
at  ■  future  lime,  vou  will  find  the  works  of  St.  Hilaire  and  Serres,  which  I  have 
so  frequently  referred  lo,  by  far  the  most  complete.  The  great  and  most  strik- 
ing faults  of  the  former  are  dry  sad  tedious  details,  fatiguing  repetitioos, 
and  minute,  and,  in  my  humble  opinion,  very  unnecessary  diritkms. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL  NOTICBS. 

Tvtedi^»  Library  of  Medicine.^ 

Tbis  is  tbc  GrM  rolame  a(  ibe  Library  6f  Medicine— edited  by  Dr. 
Tweedie — which  ^c  aDnounced'  some  time  ago.  It  is  ioiended,  thai  Ibere 
sbsll  be  a  seriea  of  ivorlta  on  ilifiVrent  departments  of  medical  science.  The 
first  will  comprehend  "Practical  Medicine,"  and  of  tbit  series  tlie  volumi' 
berore  us  is  ihe  fiist.  The  second  will  embrace  pracfieal  sur^'iy,  and  the 
third  midwirerjr,  the  diseases  of  women,  and  the  diseases  of  chitiJien,  dec. 

The  other  depanmenis  of  medical  science  will  be  Ireateil  of  in  auccemire 

The  Tolume  before  ns—wbich  is  a  reprint  from  the  Loadon  edition  by  the 
eoterprising  publishers  Lea  &  Blauchard— embraces  the  ToHowiog  subjects 
and  anibors.  An  iniroduciioo  on  general  pathology,  by  Dr.  Symonds;  io- 
flamnialion,  by  Dr.  AJisoii ;  geoeral  dodrioes  of  feTer  and  contioued  ferer, 
by  Dr.  GhrisiisoQ  ;  plague,  intermittent  fever^  remillent  ferer,  and  yellow 
feeer,  by  Dr.  Shapter ;  iDfanrile  gastric  remitienl  fever  and  puerperal  fevers, 
by  Dr.  Lucock;  smallpox,  by  Dr.  George  Gregory;  measles  and  scarlatina, 
by  Dj.  Borrows,  and  diseases  of  the  skin,  by  Di.  E.  Scbedel. 

It  would  appear,  ftum  ihe  adrcriisemeBt  of  the  AmericaB  publishers,  that 
the  snbseqneni  volumes — aome  of  which  have  been  teeeived — will  appear 
in  quick  succession  "  should  sufficient  ehcoDragesnent  be  afforded."  We  sia- 
ceiely  trust,  that  nn  difficulty  will  be  experienced  on  this  head.  A  work 
like  the  present — each  volume,  by  tbe  way,  compleie  in  iiself-^ should  be  in 
tbe  biDds  of  every  one  who  cao  afford  it.  Wttboui  tbe  appearance  of  such 
productions  from  time  to  time,  it  is  iadeed  diSouli  to  keep  pace  wiib  the 
chaDges  and  improvements  ihsl  are  taking  place  in  palholc^,  and  thera- 
penlics,  and  he  who  would  remain  a  rootinist,  unenlightened  by  the  obser- 
vation and  lefleclioos  of  others,  must  consent  to  be  thought  a  laggard,  and 
(•T  inferior  (o  his  more  iodusltious  and  enterprising  brethren. 

We  can  ilroiigly  recommend  this  series  to  the  attention  of  all ;  not  sim- 
ply of  the  young,  but  of  him  who  has  grown  gray  in  tbe  service  ;  and— -ae  is 
too  often  the  case  perhaps — prides  himself  upon  his  own  in  formation' derived 
from  his  individual  expeiience,  when  a  brief  rererence  to  works  like  tbe  one 
before  us  would  have  spared  hira  niucb  strife  after  originaruy,  and  showed 
him  the  fallacy  of  many  of  hia  own  inane  speculntions,  and,  possibly.  Inert 
or  injmious  therapeutical  pimctic«s. 

■  Disartitions  on  Fevera,  genent  p  tlinlory,  inflsmnntian  sod  diaeaiKi  of  ibe  skin, 
iv  J.  A.  SfniDndi,  H.  D.  Fhystcian  to  tin  Hriitol  I3«ncral  IIospiliK  Lecturer  on  the 
Pnctko)  of  Medicine  at  ibe  Hririul  Mw&eri  Bch«l,  iLe.;  W.  P.  Albon,  H.  D.  F.  R. 
&  E.,  Vntemm  of  tba  Inslitatcs  of  Mcdwine  in  the  Univarsilj  of  Edinburgh  :  Robert 
ChrisliMD,  M.  D.,  Uc  R.  S.  C  Ptoiessor  ufMsleria  Hediea  ib  (lie  UniKrailj  oTEd- 
MBrth.sml  Pmideol  of  ihe  Sojtt  College  of  Phreioiens,  tte.;  U.  E.  Sehedcl,  M.  D.. 
Puis:  Charles  Loeock,  U.  D.,  CuneuUing  Physician  la  the  Westminster  Lfinf-in- 
Heapilst,  &e.;  George  Giegory,  M.  D.,  Ph;)ician  to  the  Smiill  Poi  and  Vsccinalion 
Hospitel,  Ac.  1  George  Borroir*,  M.  D.,  Anittint  Physicisn  and  Ijcclurer  uii  the  Prsc- 
tke  of  Hedieine  st  St.  Bunholamew'i  Hospilsl,  &c ;  Tliomsi  Stiapter,  M.  D.,  Physi. 
Abb  to  the  Cieler  DispensBrj,  &c.  F.diled  by  Ateiindor  Twecdie,  Fellov  of  llie 
kovsl  College  of  Phrucjini,  Phyaicien  to  tlie  London  Purer  HoipiUl  md  to  the  Found- 
ing BN^I,fce,    ^rgo  era.  pp.  S6L    PWIsdcliAia,  1840.      , 
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MISCBLLANBOUS  NOTICES. 

Jeffertoii  Mtdieal  College  qf  Pkiladt^Ma,'— The  publithed  anDounee- 
UMDiorihis  iDsliluOaoconuiDi  an  eipocitioo  from  the  facullforihe  whole' 
tome  coudtlioD  of  the  tchool,  with  an  address  from  llie  Board  of  Trua- 
lee*,  wlu>  express  their  conviciioD  ''  that  at  ng  time  has  ibc  Bchool  been 
more  elTtiGiive,  or  raore  in  a  condiiion  lo  fulfil  the  narruest  hopes  aod  expec- 
tations of  its  friends,"  lb  a  I  it  ''now  prespnis  advantages  unsurpassed  by 
those  of  oiher  inGtitutians,''  and  that  they  feel  satisfied  "ibe  iosiituiioD  is 
admirably  caknlated  for  a  carer i  ot  eitensive  and  enduring  prfMpetiijr." 
For  (be  iiil  of  Professors,  &j:.  we  refer  to  the  cover  of  the  Journal. 

To  the  anQonocemeitt  are  appended  ihc  name*  and  residences  ot  eight 
luuidred  and  ihu-liftKo  iarliviibmlt,  who  faava  receired  their  degrees  from 
the  iniiitulioD. 

Albany  Medical  College.— Tbe  catalogue  and  circniar  of  the  Albany 
Medical  College,  contains  the  names  of  73  students,  and  17  graduates  for 
Ibe  session  of  1839-40.' 

Digealiee  Orgata  of  fn/utoria.* — Al^er  careful  microscopical  ebserrs' 
tlons  of  the  digeMive  omns  of  infasoria,  M.  Mefen  baa  arrived  at  the  con- 
f  hiaioa  (bat  the  ronndea  bodies  seen  in  these  aaimal*,  particularly  after  the 
ingestion  of  coloured  (bod,  aie  not  otseal  pouches,  ai  stomachs  ronlinuous 
with  the  alimentary  canal,  as  described  by  fibrenbcrg,  and  believed  by  many 
able  pbysLolo^isls ;  hut  that  they  are  isolated  globules  of  ingested  substance; 
moving  freely  in  the  abdominal  cavity,  and  tinreslratned  by  memhianous 
parietes.  These  globular  bodies  were  first  noticed  by  Gleichen  in  1781,  af- 
ter feeding  iafosona  with  iadigo  aod  carmine,  when  4) •  observed  that,  the 
particles  of  each  aubsiaace  formed  in  a  very  sliotl  time  globular  masses  ii| 
the  imerior  ol  the  animals,  fibreaberg  thought  fae  could  trace  a  fleiuous 
inlesline  along  the  course  of  these  glbbules,  which  he  has  delineated  in  fall 
splendid  work.  More  recent  observers  have  failed  in  their  search  fur  tUs 
intestine,  but  bave  seen  the  globules  changing  their  position,  and  tomelimea 
iDBkiag  a  cotnplets  revolution  along  Ibe  internal  parietes  of  the  animal.-  :M. 
Ueyen  eiplain^  their  formation  ia  the  following  manner.  He  suy s,  ihat  tbc 
particles  attracted  towards  the  buccal  or^ce  bv  the  action  of  cilia,  aie  con- 
veyed alimg  the  onophagu)  to  the  stomach,  where  they  are  collected  into  a 
globular  ball,  and  surroiinded  bv  a  mucous  secretion ;  that  the  stomach 
opens  abruptly  inio  the  abdominal  cavity  without  an  intestinal  prolongaliOo, 
and  into  this  cavity  the  balli  are  nrotradad^  being  cooneoted  with  each  other 
by  the  mucosity  surrounding  eacli  nucceasive  globule-,  ibai  when  the  abdo- 
minal cavity  is  filled  wilb  these  balls,  they  are  exjielled  through  the  anal  ori- 
fice. The  sacs  which  are  seen  in  other  infusoria  are  not,  according  to. M. 
Meyen,  siomacbs,  but  cmcal  cavities  coniaioiog  fluid,  vaiying  in  size,  ap- 
pearing or  disappearing  ander  (he  eyeof  (be observer,  and  havin|;nocai»mu- 
tiication  with  th*  exterior.  They  resemble  cavities  which  are  formed  in  the 
miieos  of  true  cellular  plann,  particularly  aquatic  cryptogamia.  If  these 
Yieifs  of  M.  Mey^n  should  be  verified  by  other  investigators,  and  be  fomd 
correct,  the  term  polygastricB  as  applied  to  the  class  of  infusory  animaleales, 
will  require  alteration. 

*  Jefferson  Medicul  C'-ollcjc  of  Phiiidelpliia.  Annual  annonQccmcnt  of  Lecture*  fer 
(he  •at'iim  I840-I,  wiib  a  catm)i)2ue  of  grsduata*  of  the  mstiiiiiiin.  Bvo.  pp>'l6. 
Ptiilidelphii.  IMI. 

'  Abiidgod  from  the  B-lln.  Neir  ftiit.  Jour.  In  Lancet,  May  tO,  1M0,  p.  98T. 
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Art.  I.-ON  HYDROPHOBIA. 


Acau  orhydrophobia  tbai  occurred  recCDilfaeBrHolmesburg.Pbiladelpbia 
cooDiy,  and  related  in  the  North  American  by  Di.  WillaoD,  the  aileadiDg 
ph}(iciaD,  furoisbes  materials  for  a  few  reniarka,  which  1  hope  will  be  foaod 
UMraU  There  m*y  probably  be  aoolher  reason  for  my  "coming  oot*'  on 
Ibe  present  occasion.  Yon  koow  Dr.  Franklin  long  iiDce  said,  ihat  "bo- 
(hiag  gires  ao  author  ao  much  pleaaate  as  to  see  himsetr  quoied,'-  snd  I  pce- 
*umc  tbe  remark  maybe  eitendei)  to  b  if  finding  poiiiiont  and  priDciplea 
which  be  6rst  broached,  «u]iporied,  and  coaSimed  by  il>e  frequeiii  and  anb- 
wquenl  experience  of  mankind.  At  all  events  it  applica  to  myself  on  the 
pTCient  occasion.  My  own  ohservatiuoe  on  the  dUeaie  produced  by  the  ac- 
tion of  the  canine  riros  on  the  human  system',  and  ibe  facts  detailed  la  the 
recent,  and  a  liiullitude  of  oibet  cases  which  I  had  perused  previously  lo  the 
year  1793,  when  I  wrote  my  inaugntal  disseilalLon  on  it,  and  since  ibar 
date,  had,  and  have  saiisfied  me  of  ibe  itulb  of  ibc  following  puiiiiont, 
which  I  think  may  be  received  as  hydrophobic  axioms.— Tliai  neiiber  ifae 
sjie  of  the  wound,  the  age  of  the  animal,  wolf,  dog,  cat,  or  fox  iofticting  it, 
the  stage  of  ibe  animal's  disease,  nor  (be  pail  of  the  body  bitien,  have  the 
smallest  influence  upon  the  earl^  or  late  operation  of  [he  poison,  upon  iis 
finilence,  Ibe  duration  of  the  disease,  or  progress  lo  iu  iraly  awful  ter- 
minaiioo,  which,  notwithstanding  at)  the  modern  and  very  great  discoveries 
in  physiology,  and  pathology,  and  a  host  of  new  remedies,  never  fails  to  iah« 
place.     I  could  refer  to  cases  enough  in  point  to  fill  a  page. 

Tbe  case  of  Charles  Baker,  lo  which  [  have  jusi  alluded,  under  the  care 
of  Dr.  WillSoQ,  is  an  ioslruclive  one,  and  is  similar  lo  that  of  ibe  coloured 
boy  Yorke,  recorded  by  Dr.  Physick  in  Ibe  5tb  volume  of  the  New  York 
Medical  Repository.  I.  Both  were  bitien  by  puppies  which  they  had  been 
leasing ;  Yurke  was  wounded  in  one  of  bis  big  loes,  and  Baker  in  one  of 
his  ihtimbs,  and  owing  to  ibe  small  size  of  tbe  wounds  made  by  the  aharp 
pointed  teeth  of  the  animala,  it  ia  probable  Ibat  in  either  case  no  more  viius 
was  inserted  than  is  used  of  the  conr-pock  to  vacciaate.  2.  Bulb  were  UQ- 
eooscious  of  the  cause  of  ibeir  affliction.  When  I  questioned  Yorke  about 
ibe  bite,  he  replied,  with  that  quickness  peculiar  lo  hydrophobic  patients, 
"oh,  it  was  noibing — a  mere  scratch  near  my  loe."'     Baker's  "thumb  was 

'  Baving  viiilcd  Yorke  with  Dr.  Phjsick  it  hi*  reqUMl,  1  ioqaircd  minntal;  iola 
hti  ease,  and  bira  given  iha  rcaall  in  paf*  993  nf  ttie  ndunw  of  tbe  Rcpgaitorjr  men- 
tioMd  abeva.  Tba  can  Doawted  in  Um  jaar  1601.  Siil^-two  aoMa  of  bkio4  wera 
tjwaawaybjr  Pr.P.  wiUHHil  thelcattdifniatiliw  ol'tlie  nalcngooflbesjrmplaBU.    I 
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ried  u)),  ibe  wound  (as  usual)  healed,  asd  be  neul  to  bit  business,"  and 
wben  indispoailioD  appeared,  he  ascribed  it  to  too  much  cold  lemonade  be 
had  taken  the  day  before.  3.  From  my  inquiriea  reopeeiinji;  Yorke,  I  learned 
(hai  afiei  returning  from  market  in  the  morning,  be  amused  himself  by 
leaching  s  puppy  to  fetch  and  cairy  fur  tome  lime  in  the  kitchen,  and  rery 
probably  switched  or  slnpped  il  for  not  doing  as  desired  ;  finally  the  nhelp 
snappea  at  Yorbe's  loe,  who  (ben  sirnek  him  wilh  his  baud  and  drore  him 
out  of  the  house,  to  which  he  neier  returned.  Daker  "amused  himself 
by  pinching  the  tail  of  his  puppy,  to  make  him  show  his  agility  by  jumping, 
snapping,  Ac."  i  think,  ineretore,  il  may  be  conceded,  ihal  neither  of  the 
animals  eibibited  any  indisposiiion  pieviously  to  iheir  biting,  or  the  bova 
probably  would  not  bare  disturbed  them  ;  if  ihey  had  been  sick,  ihey  would 
rot  have  submitted  to  the  irritaiiiig  treatment  ibey  received,  wilhoul  early 
exhibiting  marks  of  reseninieDt,  and  using  the  constiilitional  mode  of  re- 
venge to  which  they  were  finally  driven  by  the  idle  conduct  of  ibeir  tormeo- 
totf.  The  conclusion  is  ihal  their  saliva  was  rendered  poisonous  by  reason 
of  the  passion  excited  in  them.  That  persons  have  died  of  hydrophobia  after 
receiving  a  bile  from  dogs  when  in  b  stale  of  temporary  irriiaiion,  and  they 
remaining  in  good  heaUb  aflet  the  death  of  ibe  persons  ihey  had  biilen, 
there  can  be  no  doubt.  Several  years  since  (1819)1  bad  occasion  lo  uolice 
the  fact  in  a  paper  on  the  disease,'  when  1  recorded  a  case  comniunicsied  to 
Bie  by  Dr.  Joseph  Olover  of  Charleston,  8.  C,  and  referred  to  two  others, 

'  one  noticed  in  the  Edioburgh  Med.  and  Surg.  JoDrnal,  for  IS17,  and  one  Id 
Dr.  Bardsley's  Medical  Reports,  who  quotes  the  fact  from  the  work  of  Mar- 
lin  Lister.  In  none  of  these  ca»e«  is  it  mentioned  that  the  dogs  had  been 
irritated  previously  to  biting.  If  Dr.  Qlover  can  inform  lis  on  this  point,  in 
reference  lo  the  case  he  attended,  I  will  ihaob  him.* 

Il  does  not  appear  thai  any  ailempt  was  made  to  relieve  Baker,  alihoDgh 
the  nnusual  duration  of  the  disease  (sis  days)  gave  ample  lime  for  efperi- 
meoting.  Copious  bleeding  from  the  arm  tn  the  disease  oui^ht  to  be  made 
an  tndiciabte  offence,  nl^er  ihe  ample  experience  we  have  had  of  its  total  io- 
ntilii*,  from  the  time  of  Bnerbaave  lolhat  of  the  boy  Yorke.  Alibougb  a  man 
may  nave  a  right  to  add  M.  D.  to  his  name,  he  has  no  right  in  the  sight  of 
God,  to  "  kill  by  license,"  and  snch  is  ibe  phrase  I  should  apply  to  a  death 
by  the  disease  after  the  eiperience  of  one  nundred  years  against  a  remedy 
by  the  use  of  which  a  cure  was  atlempted. 

4.  The  ease  of  Yorke  proved  the  theory  I  first  broached  and  supported  in  my 
inaugoral  disseriation  respecling  the  cause  of  the  horror  of  swallowing 
liquids,  vir.  the  pain  in  the  throat,  of  which  the  sufferers  eonslanily  com- 
plain io  every  attempt,  and  I  explained  the  reason  (p.  35)  why  in  «onie 

*caaet  solids  at  the  same  lime  were  swallowed  readily,  as  was  observed  in 
Baker.  Fluids,  I  remarked,  could  noi  overcome  the  spasmodic  aclion  ex- 
cited by  litfnids  in  the  throat,  and  a  coofulsiop  is  the  result,  while  solids 
by  ibeir  distending  power  overcome  the  stricture  and  resistance  to  iheif 
progress  excited  by  tne  spasm,  and  thus  descend  into  the  (esophagus  with 
ease.  Dr.  Physick  adopts  this  eiplanslion  in  his  account  oftbe  boy  Yorke, 
and  add*,  "  in  swallowing  liquids  the  glottis  must  he  closed  by  the  action 
of  its  muscles,  whereat  by  solids  Ihe  epiglottis  is  pusbeddown  mechanically 
so  aa  to  cover  the  aperture  with  iilile.  if  any  muscular  action."  He  pro- 
poses tracJieoioroy  to  relieve  the  difficulty  of  respiration  from  the  spismodic 

n  Ihe  esse  lo  the  iuquiror  nn 
ninled  to  me  by  iha  late  Di 
Ramsay,  of  ChirloMon,  South  Carolinii)  from  a  very  small  wound  which  had  been  for- 
— ^gn  by  (b«  snflerer  and  hl«  bmltr. 

MfidKal  R«oordar.  PbiUddptiit,  vol.  Sd. 

Tlw  poppy  Avm  which  Baker  teoelved  hb  bha  loflkted  wevnds  Ihe  Dett  dsy  nan 

•n  awl  a  boy  who,  il  is  —M,  '  ware  tbo  fend  aT  Ihe  sport  of  tMsing,"  and  iW 
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aSeciioB  of  the  musclcG  of  ihe  ibraat ;  but  it  mutl  be  erideat  that  ibis  would 
only  be  a  (emponry  remedy,  and  sucb  be  seems  disposed  lo  consider  it.  To 
cure  the  disease,  one  opRrating  apoo  the  syilem  geaerally,  or  on  a  pan 
whicb  afiecli  sympalhelically  (he  whole  lysteni  of  oerres  and  blood-resseU, 
roust  be  used,  and  such  I  esieem  inflaming  the  ipine  with  caustic  polat& 
in  the  maoaer  firat  adopted  by  Dr.  Harisbome  of  Phikdelpbia,  and  since  by 
others,'  with  piarked  success  la  tetanus,  which  diiease  aad'hydfophubia  I 
firmly  believe  bare  their  inaiD  seat  in  ibe  spiual  cburd.*  Diaseetioos  leave 
no  doubt  on  tfae  lubject,  ead  it  is  to  tbia  its  origin,  and  these  pBiisoaly 
that  medical  men  should  direct  their  exatuiDatioD  in  a  hydrophobic  eorpw. 
Tbey  may  omit  looking  at  the  thoracic  and  abdominal  viscera,  for  no  ap- 
pearances will  there  be  found  iniUcalive  of  eiibar  tbe  cause  or  ibe  eflVcl  of 
Ibe  diaeaae  ;  all  of  them  were  perfectly  natural  in  the  boy  Yoike.  I  would 
add  cupping  and  leecbins  along  ibe  «|>ine  from  the  nack,  lo  relieve  iha 
eogorgeii  ve«aela  of  the  apine. 

Am  the  diseaae  bas  never  been  cured,  and  the  possibility  of  placing  it  un- 
der the  ceairol  of  the  medical  an  is  only  hoped  for  by  the  numerous  autbois 
of  systems  on  the  practice  of  physic,  and  the  faculty  generally,  wbat  objec- 
liuo,  [  bef;  leave  to  ask.  can  be  urged  agaioBt  a  trial  of  the  plan  here  sug- 
gesled  1  He  who  may  DC  so  fortunate  aa  to  restore  a  hydrophobic  suffeier  lo 
Aealth,  to  absterge  this  medical  opprobrium,  would  deserve  and  receive  the 
ererlasting  ihanka  of  mankind,  and  deserve  aod  receive  honour  and  profit 
(rom  every  civilized  kingdom  and  republic  on  earth.  In  not  atimulua  enough 
here  offered  to  put  in  for  so  great  a  Blake  7  Who  wilt  be  the  competitors  lor 
'  (his  noble  prize  7 

.  So  much  for  the  cure;  now  for  prevent  ion.— Dr.  UayKarib,  of  Cbeaicr, 
in  England,  long  since,  and  fiisl  recommended  the  appTicaiion  of  a  con- 
tinued stream  of  water  upon  tbe  wound,  and  I  bare  never  omitled  an  op- 
portunity 10  urge  its  use,  from  1792  to  the  preseol  lime.  Tbe  canine  virus 
cxjsu  in  a  watery  form,  and  water  Is  its  proper  and  naluial  solvent.  If  the 
wound  be  very  small,  it  mav  be  enlarged,  but  care  must  be  taken  not  lo  in- 
oculate the  sound  part  helow,  by  the  peoeiralion  of  the  poUoned  knife 
through  the  wound.  A  wash  of  chlotioe  in  water,  and  more  lately  one  of 
chloride  of  lime  and  waler,  has  been  advised  tn  the  principle  ofdecompc- 
sing  or  chemically  destroying  the  virus;  and  if  at  hand,  ibay  may  be  used — 
but  no  time,  not  ^te  minutea,  should  be  loal  in  procuring  these  remedies 
after  a  bite.  Water  is  always  at  iiaud,  aod  caooot  fail  of  washing  out  the 
virus.  Aa  to  calling  out  the  bitten  part,  or  destroying  the  surface  into 
which  the  virus  has  been  inaefted,  by  cuuttic,  I  could  give  another  page 
of  references  lo  cases  in  which  one  or  other  of  these  remedies  has  been 
used,  although  under  the  most  favourable  ciroumstaneei,  without  success; 
and  yet  we  cooatanily  hear  of  their  use,  and  never  of  Ihe  stream  of  waier. 
Philadelphia,  Augvtl,  1840.  . 

'  Bis  mode  is  ■■  to  lie  a  piece  of  spongo  lj  s  fork,  and  alUr  dipfiJng  it  ia  a  aniolien 
of  tbe  caUFtic  in  iraler,  in  the  proportion  of  a  dnin  to  the  aonee,  to  apply  it  npidtj 
■lonr  the  spioc  Iwicc,  or  Ihrice  if  the  palient  ein  bear  it." 

f  For  I'r.  Hittsbornc'i  pai-er  see  the  Eclcctio  Repoilurj  of  Philidelphia,  1619 ;  and 
fiir  eami  in  which  his  romeily  ha*  been  med  willi  dcliahlful  aDccoH,  see  Med.  Re- 
corder i>r  Pliikd:lphi«v  vol.  9,  and  m;  piper  liter* ;  sbo  Grcgory'a  practice  of  pbyaic, 
FkiladrlfAUi  rdilicn,  ailicira  Tclanua  and  lljdri^hobls. 
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abt.  It.— case  of  severe  wound  of  the  abdomen. 

BT  S.  T.  HEWN*:*,  11.  D. 

AiuUrdui.  MiM.,  HIr  Mt.  MS. 

Dr /t.  Ouagluw:— 

Sii— I  Kod  jov  ih«  rollowing  casr,  wbich  if  jaa  iwm  wottby  of  a  place 
in  your  iorattiable  Joorai),  jroa  will  please  iaaert,  and  oblige,  reBpeetruttj 
foan,  S.  T.  Newman,  M.  D. 

On  tbe  night  (4  ibe  S5(fa  o(  Febraarj  1»(,  I  was  called  in  great  huie 
to  riait  Leveo,  a  black  man,  reaiding  foar  ot  Stc  miles  in  tbe  country,  who 
I  was  informed  had  been  engaged  in  a  Gsbt,  and  bad  received  a  atnb  in  the 
abdomen.  On  my  arrival,  1  found  him  lying  on  bia  back  in  a  state  orgreat 
alarm,  sopposing  tbat  his  iDiestioes  were  reiy  much  injured.  Upon  in- 
specting tlie  wound,  which  was  situated  an  inch  and  a  half  below  the  nard, 
and  about  a  half  inch  to  the  right  of  the  lineaalba,  1  found  it  had  been  made 
b^  a  Blab  or  thrust  almost  directly  inward.  The  wuond  was  of  small  dimen- 
sioua.  correiponding  wiih  the  instrument  which  had  been  used,  which  was 
a  diri  knife,  the  blade  of  which  was  four  inches  in  length.  On  eiBmiDing 
ibe  knife,  it  presented  signs  of  blood  three  inches  of  its  length.  Protruded 
tbroDKh  the  wound  was  a  portion  of  the  omentum  or  epiploon  an  inch  and 
a  half  or  two  inches  in  length.    Tbe  protruded  omentum  closed  np  com- 

Cletely  the  wound,  and  seemt'd  itself  to  oa  in  a  state  of  straoKulaiion  caused 
f  the  conii«ction  of  tbe  wound.  There  was  no  eiternal  bleeding,  but 
when  in  attempting  to  probe  the  wound  I  accideoily  pnoctared  tbe  oraen- 
lum,  it  bled  freely  for  a  short  time. 

I  endearoured  to  return  -the  omentum  into  tbe  abdomen  by  the  orifice 
'      '■'■"''  '      '  """    '  °     •  -     -        '  •       -leedge, 

wbeiher 
y  of  the  abdominal  viscera  were  wounded.  In  this  situatimi  1 
hesitated  for  a  mftmeni,  whether  to  enlarge  tbe  orifice  or  to  cut  away  the 
protnided  omentum,  but  at  length  decided  apOD  the  latter  plan,  and  to  pre- 
vent bleeding  I  pisced  a  ligjtuie  around  the  omentum,  and  clipped  it  off 
level  with  the  lips  of  the  wound.  Then  (leaving  the  ligature  hang  out)  I 
drew  the  edges  of  the  cut  together  with  adhesive'  strips,  and  confined  the 
abdominal  muscles  with  a  bandage.  The  symptoms  of  which  the  patient 
■tow  complained  were, -a  dragging  feeling  about  the  stomach,  and  ■  disposi- 
liOD  to  syncope.  After  Ihns  dressing  the  wound,  I  gave  him  an  opiHte  to 
IHevent  the  action  of  the  bowels,  and  to  secure  a  state  of  quietude.  I  then 
left  him  with  positive  injunctions  not  to  move  from  tbe  supine  position,  and 
to  take  nothing  in  hid  stomach,  until  I  should  see  him  next  morning. 

When  t  saw  bin  on  the  rollowinr  day,  he  complained  very  much  of  a 
diagging  seMation  about  the  stomach,  and  great  pain  in  tbe  back.  His 
pulse  was  not  inch  as  to  justify  the  abstraction  of  hlood,  being  small,  weak, 
and  irregnlai.  The  sorenessabout  tbewoood  was  Insigoificant.  Hewasnow 
pnt  anon  small  doses  of  ipecacuanha  so  as  slightly  to  nauseate  the  stomach, 
and  thus  exert  an  influence  over  the  circulation,  thereby  preventinE  too  great 
a  tendency  to  inflammation.  Nothing  but  small  quantities  of  fluids  was 
taken  into  the  stomach. 

On  the  27lb  he  seemed  to  be  doing  well,  still  complained  of  his  back,  but 
the  sensation  of  dragging  about  the  stomach  was  much  less  distinctly  fett. 
On  examining  tbe  wound  1  found  its  edges  partly  adherent.    He  had  nad  as 

Jet  no  operation  from  bis  bowels,  so  I  ordered  him  an  enema,  still  keeping 
im  on  small  doie«  of  ipecacuanha. 

On  Ibe  28th,  every  thing  seemed  to  he  progressing  favourably.  He  had 
hid  ooe  or  two  stools,  which  1  was  sorry  I  could  not  see,  as  I  was  informed 
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(bere  was  consideinble  blood  pasted  with  them.  This,  however,  1  was  id- 
clioed  to  think  was  a  tni«iak«.  When  1  oeit  saw  him,  which  waa  lerera) 
dajra  after  my  visit  od  the  28th,  1  foand  that  he  bad  taken  a  p  ao  idea  io  m^ 
■bsenc«  that  he  was  eDlirely  well,  and  had  breu  walkiDg  about  paying  do 
alieniion  to  the  basdagea,  which  bad  slipped  below  the  wound.  There  wat 
now  a  hard  lump  surroundiag  ibe  woand  of  cuDsiderabte  size,  but  which 
appeared  to  be  cooBoed  lo  the  mu&cular  poriioo  ot  the  abdomen.  He  was 
directed  (o  resume  bis  position  on  his  back,  and  emollieot  poullicea  were 
applied  to  the  swellioe,  and  attention  directed  lo  keeping  hji  bowels  open. 
Under  this  Ireaimeni  he  was  soon  perfectly  well. 

S.  T.  NewMAK. 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL  NOTICES. 

Carty't  Prina'ple*  of  PoUticat  Ec&nontf.' 
We  recommend  this  work— with  a  copy  of  wbinh  Mr.  Carey  has  Tavour- 
ed  us — lo  the  aileniioo  of  those  of  our  readera  wbo  ate  interested,  (and 
who  ia  there  that  it  not  ?)  ia  the  laws  and  movement  of  population.  Mr. 
Carey  baa  entered  at  &ome  length  iolo  th'ese  interesting  subjects— inquiring 
into  the  duration  of  life,  iho  ratio  of  marriage*  to  population,  fecandity, 
emigration,  &e.  in  different  eoantries.  We  have  thus  far  not  had  sufficient 
opportunity  to  inquire  closely  into  the  accuracy  of  Mr.  Carey's  computa- 
tions. This  we  shall  do  hereafter.  So  far,  however,  as  a  superficial  inspec- 
tion will  enable  us  to  speak,  they  appear  to  be  sound.  The  following  snm- 
tnary  will  exhibit  buw  favourable  bis  resulii  are  to  the  United  Slates,  the 
mortality  of  which  he  is  disposed  to  place  at  1  in  50. 

"  We  now  submit  the  rollowioK  view  of  ibe  order  in  which  seveial  coun- 
tries Bland,  as  regards  the  several  matters  treated  of  io  the  preceding  chap- 
ters, as  well  as  in  that  essential  requisite  for  prosperity,  seeuiiiy  of  peisoii 
and  property.' 

Growlh  of  ropalillaii,  Hsrriii|» 

.  U.  States.  '    "  ~ 


1.  U.  Slates. 
3.  England. 
3.  Neiberlaiids. 
4-  France. 

1.  U.  Slates. 

2.  Netherlands. 

3.  England. 

4.  Prance. 


Unnllnn  ot  Uk. 

1.  U.  Stales. 

2.  England. 

3.  Netherlands. 

4.  France. 

Morliliir, 

1.  U.  States. 

2.  England. 

3.  Nviberlands. 

4.  France. 


ds. 


2.  England. 

3.  Netherla 

4.  France, 

Rntlsniion. 
}.  U.  Stales. 

2.  Eagland. 

3.  Netherlands. 

4.  Fmnce. 


2.  England. 

3.  Netherlands. 

4.  France. 

1.  U.  Slates. 

2.  England. 

3.  Netherlands. 

4.  France. 


Where  pemon  and  pioperty  are  most  secure,  production  will  be  greatest, 
and  tbe  physical  and  moral  condition  of  man  wilt  be  highest ;  there  will  be 
be  most  disposed  lo  contract  matriniDny,  and  thi;re  uill  ibe  fecundity  of 
marriages  be  greatest ;  there  tbe  unmnriifd  adults  will  be  in  smallest  ratiu 
to  the  married,  nnd  the  proportion  of  illegitimate  children  will  be  smallest ; 
and  there  will  the  duration  of  IHe  be  longest.     Sach  is  the  law  which  com- 

'  Principlci  of  Pulilical  Ecnnomj.  Tirt  the  Ihird,  af  llie  nmm  which  relsrd  iii- 
crciw  in  the  namlxsn  of  mankind.  Part  the  (ourlli :  of  the  etasc*  which  reltrd  im- 
prorement  ia  tin  potiiieal  eoiidiiion  of  mm.  Bf  II.  C.  Cirej,  Author  of  »n  Emvj  oii 
ihoRtteofWiro.    B«t.pp.37l).    Fliiladclfthlt,  1940. 
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mon  (ease  would  leach,  aod  such  is  ibe  law  that  is  (o  be  dedticed  fram  an 
exaroinslioD  of  ibe  operations  of  the  world. 

"  We  have,  it  is  trae,  cotifiaed  ourselves  (o  foar  nations,  but  a  law  ihit  » 
true  in  regard  tn  that  number,  will  he  found  equBlly  to  in  regard  to  the  reat 
ofthetforld.  If  we  look  To  India,  we  find  in  Ben^l,  where  serurity  is  estab- 
lished and  laxBiioD  is  cdto  para  lively  light,  a  lapid  increase  of  population, 
whereas  in  aoutbern  India,  where  security  is  of  much  tnore  teccnl  date, 
and  taxation  is  heaTy,  the  iticresse  is  ver^  slowJ  As  r^rds  most  of  the 
countries  Id  Europe,  we  do  not  possess  iDroriaaiion  stifficieat  for  sucb  an 
ezataination  as  would  he  necessary  for  the  proof  oi  disproof  of  the  proposi- 
tion we  haTe  oSered.  One  writer  inforiiis  us  that  Prussia  doubles  her  pop- 
ulation in  26  years.'  Another  makes  it  39,*  whereas  the  last  census  shows 
an  increase  of  31  per  cent,  in  St  years,  according  to  which  ii  would  double 
ID  about  48  years.  According  to  one,*  Austria  doubles  in  44  years,  whereas 
a  second'  makes  it  53.6,  while  M.  Dupin  makes  it  69  years.  Accoidiog  to 
the  Revue  Britannique,  France  doubles  in  125  years,  whereas,  agreeably  to 
M.  Dupin,  tbe  term  is  only  105  years.  The  first  allows  84  years  for  the 
Netherlands,  and  ibe  last  only  561,  while  M.  Rau  allows  74  yeats.  Russia 
in  Europe  is  said  to  double  in  43  years,  but  the  foMuwing  facts  will  show 
how  liulc  is  [he  dependence  to  be  placed  upon  any  such  slatements.  In 
the  most  recent  statistics  of  Russia,*  we  find  tbe  following  infonniiliuo  in 
regard  to  the  govcrnmeot  of  Moscow.  M.  Slorch  gare  it,  in  179^  a  poptila- 
itoD  of  1,139,000.  Wickman,  in  1813.  1.246,000,  Ziabloflski,  in  1811, 
935,800.  Hassel,  in  1S29,  1,337,900,  and  M.  Arsenieff,  in  1831,  l.SOO.OOO. 
M.  Scboitzler,  with  a  view  to  obtain  a  correct  idea  of  ils  actual  amount, 
takes  tbe  population  of  1796,  adds  thereto  the  births  since  that  lime,  and 
'deducts  the  deaths,  by  which  process  he  obtains  1,463,884.  He  feels  him- 
self fully  anthorized  to  fix  it  at  1,300,000  souls.'  The  govemmcni  of  Vla- 
dimir, formerly  part  of  that  of  Moscow  is  staled  hy  Wickman,  in  1813,'ai 
960,600;  by  Ziabloff^ki,  in  1814,  at  1.105,132;  by  Qaibi,  in  1836,  ai 
1,335,000;  hy  Hassel,  in  1829,  at  1,334,500}  and  bv  ArseuiefT,  in  1831,  al 
991,000.  Pursuing  the  same  course  as  iu  relation  to  tbe  gOTernmenl  of 
Moscow,  M.  Scbniizler  deems  himself  authorized  to  6x  ii,  provitoireMtnl, 
at  1,100,000.*  Ifsucb  be  the  stale  of  information  in  regard  to  tbe  heart  of 
■he  empire,  what  must  it  be  in  the  remote  disiricis  1  Even  in  England  it  is 
a  mailer  of  ijuestion  whether  the  deaths  are  1  in  47.2;  1  in  50  ;  1  in  54;  J 
in  5S;  or  1  in  5^.  Such  being  the  case,  it  must  be  obvious  to  the  reader 
that  we  do  not  possess  facts  sulBcient  to  tvarrani  a  belief  of  the  exiUence  of 
any  olher  law  than  the  plain  and  simple  one  iboi  we  hate  staled. 

The  case  of  ihe  republic  of  Guonaiuaiu  is  frequently  adduced  as  evideuce 
of  a  different  slate  of  things.  It  is  asseited  thai  the  deaths  ?re  1  in  19.70, 
the  births  1  in  16.09,  and  the  mariiaees  1  in  69.76.  In  reference  to  this,  we 
have  only  to  say,  thai  we  do  not  know  the  fact,  and  ibat  ii  will  be  lime 
enouzh  to  reason  in  relalion  to  it  when  it  shall  hare  been  established. 
Whife  Prussia  and  France,  England  and  tbe  Netherlands,  nre  in  dispute,  ii 
is  highly  improbable  that  we  shall  obtain  lelurns  worth;  ofcouBdeDce  from 
Gudnaxualo,  Mexico,  Peru,  or  Chili.  In  the  meantime,  we  may  rest  a t- 
Rured  ihat,  wiih  security  and  cheap  government,  populntioo  will  grow,  and 
that  tbe  growth  of  the  one  will  be  m  the  ratio  of  the  enioyrocnL  ofihe  other. 
The  growth  of  population  may  therefore  be  l.iken  nearly  as  a  measure  of 
the  pioduciiveoess  of  labour.  Ireland,  however,  is  usually  regarded  os  prov- 
ing tbe  reverse  of  this  proposition,  In  (hat  cuuniry,  the  increase  is  now  al 
the  rate  of  14}  per  cent,  in  10  years,  at  which  rale  it  would  double  in  about 

'  WotmiiMUr  Review,  N'n.  ilv.,  p.  1 18.  '  Dupiu. 

'  Rcvne  Brilsnnique,  quoted  by  M.  Villeiieurc.         *  Iliiil.  '  Prafeuoi  Rau. 

*  La  Rusiiic,  la  Puloziie,  ct  U  Finlinde.  THblcau  Stilitii<)uc,  Gcograpliiquc  el  UU- 
loriqiw.    Par  .\l.  J.  U.  Schnililer,  Paris,  183S. 
1  Page  39.  •  P„gD  103. 
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50  year*.  It  has  been  asMrted'  ibat  ibe  eensua  of  1831  is  incorrect,  and 
ifaM  inu«b  of  ibe  apparent  JDcreate  ia  imt  lo  the  lact,  that  places  are  ioaeft- 
ed  in  ibai  for  1831,  tfhkh  vete  omided  in  1831.  Aa  ibete  was  do  ccD«n( 
previouc  to  (hat  of  1831  that  could  be  relied  upon,  ft  is  not  possible  to  decide 
whether  or  doI  ibis  asserlioo  is  correct.  On  a  lormer  occa&iou  *  we  gave  a  . 
namber  of  facis  tendinj;  to  prove  that  the  aTerage  condition  of  the  people 
of  that  eooDity  was  superior  lo  ihat  of  a  large  porlioa  of  those  of  the  conli- 
neoi,  and  such,  ne  are  saiisfied.  >■  the  case.  Tbere  is,  no  doabt,  moeh 
poverty  In  niBBy  potiioas  of  it,  but  there  are  also  maay  pMtioos  of  it  in 
wbicb  great  comfurE  is  eojof  ed. 

"In  the  30  years  ffom  1801  to  1630,  ihR  pcpulailoD  of  Scotland  increased 
from  1,599,000  to  3,365,000,  at  which  rate  it  woold  likewise  doable  in  50 
years.  The  growth  of  impTOTemeot  in  parts  of  Scollacd  has  been  very  ra- 
|nd,  but  ia  otLer  parts  ii  baa  been  exceedingly  slow,*  and,  s«  a  necessary 
coaMqaenee,  we  and  a  rapid  incMace  of  populafioa  in  ijie  formei,  whereu 
it  has  beea  exceedingly  alow  in  Ibe  latter. 

"  No  country  in  Europe  bas  improred  more  rapidly  than  Norway  in  the 
last  30  years ;  and,  accordingly,  we  find  a  rapid  increase  of  population.'  In 
1^  it  amounted  (o  967,959  {  in  1935,  it  had  risen  lo  1,098,3g],'  being  an 
iDcreaie  of  about  131  per  cent.,  at  which  rate  it  would  doobte  ia  less  tban 

"  If  increase  nf  population  be  taken  as  a  measure  of  prodnetion,  and  of 
the  power  of  improfiDg  moral  and  physical  condition,  the  following  will  be 
CMtDd  lo  be  the  order  of  some  of  the  most  iraponaat  portions  of  the  world — 

1.  The  United  States. 

2.  England. 
a  Prussia. 
i.  8e4Nland. 

5.  Ireland. 

6.  The  Netherlands. 

7.  Norway, 
a  France. 

And  at  the  foot  of  the  list  wiH  be  found  Hiadasian." 

Rauek'a  Ptychalogy.* 

This  book — for  which  we  are  indebted  to  its  learned  author — like  the 

last,  is  not  directly  connected  with  medical  science ;  yet  it  ought  to  be 

<llr.SlMeyHoanofCe:BiB<».Ua^IS33,qDoladlij  Wsdc    Middle  and  Wo(k. 
iog  ClBMcat,  p.  5S3. 
■  Sea  ToL  iL,  chip.  li*. 
'  Loins'*  Norwav,  p.  35. 
<  Ibid.  p.  395. 

»  "  The  increisa  of  poputition  in  NorirsT,  cnnnected,  ■«  it  eiidontly  is,  with  a  pro- 
portioasl  ineraiM  of  properly,  by  loipravec  huitwndry,  and  a  t«[uc  being  giien  tii  its 
pfodacts  by  bgv  empluymenti,  it  a  olrikinf  proof  thnl  population  and  properly,  irtha 
IsMer  he  d(«lribated  ihrongh  the  xicibI  body  on  the  nalursl  principle,  will  maluiHy  act 
Bpan  and  check  each  other.  The  increase  or  nnmber*.  pferlously  lo  the  eilsblUlinieol 
MaB  iadepondent  legialiture,  wu  eitrCmely  alow,  bceaoH  lh«  increaco  of  their  pro- 
party  WIS  iloir ;  il  is  now  much  more  rapid,  beetuM  the  ilale  of  properly  admiU  of 
a." — Ln»g'i  Ntneau,  p.  398.  The  etUUiihneni  of  ■  popnlic  Kovcrlinient  eoibM 
the  people  to  enatnl  eipendilare;  taia*  ban  been  reduced,  while  the  nalioasl  debt 
has  Men  paid  ofL  Capital  increases,  and  with  il  there  is  an  incresae  of  pradnfltioii. 
Tlicas  producla  are  diatributed  throughout  the  oommunity  on  tlis  onlural  principle, 
whieb  pvet  lo  the  labourer  a  eonttintty  increiains  proportioM  sa  the  qunnfify  ia  in- 
creased; hia  silastion  ii  canitontly  improiiuf,  and  bo  ba*  comparaliael;  littlo  hesita- 
tion shoot  aiding  in  the  incroaae  of  populBlion- 
'Piychotogj;  or  a  view  of  the  fluinan  Bool:  including  snthrapoTDgy,  being  the 
snbalanee  of  ■  courM  of  kctures,  delivered  (o  the  juninr  class,  Msrihs II  College,  Pom 
By  Frederick  A.  Raaeh.    Bra  pp.  9S8.    New  York,  1B40. 
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■nitti«uiDg  lo  ft  bodf,  ibe  memben  of  wbicb  bate  oRen  been  taid  to  make 
the  best  metaphyaicians. 

Mr.  Rauch's  firsi  two  cbaptvre  conaider  ibe  difference  belweeo  inao 
aai  animals,  aad  life  in  cerlain  of  iis  maDiresUtioos ;  and  the  Jint  part 
of  bit  work  18  beaded  "  aoibropology,"— under  which  he  conaideiB  ibe  in- 
fluencB  of  oatore  upon  maD;  the  natural  modificalioDg  of  mind,  produced 
by  age,  Wakiog,  aleepiog  and  dreatniiig,  and  the  power  of  the  inittd  orer  ika 
bodf— ihe  second  part  being  devoled  to  pjyebotogy  proper. 

We  cannot— did  our  space  permit— eater  into  an  analysis  of  a  work  of 
Ihiri  nature  ;  but  ve  oiajr  eipress  oor  opinion,  that  it  ia  a  production  indi- 
cating deep  reflection,  and  one,  which  we  Tecomraend  to  the  perusal  of  ihe 
yoBDger  pan  of  our  reader*  more  especialtr.  Most  of  the  error*  in  medical 
practice  are  oning  lo  an  ignorance  of  the  due  relatioDs  between  cauae  and 
effect.  These  errora,  works— like  ibe  one  before  us— are  calculated  to  dispel 
by  stimulating  lo  useful  thougbl,  which,  as  bas  often  been  said,  is  infiniielji 
more  difficult  ibait  to  prescribe  without  reflection. 


MISCELLANEOUS  NOTICES. 

Cmvernfy  •/  Virgima,  MedUiU  Jiep«rimaml.—Tbe  published  catatogne  of 
the  matriculates  during  the  last  session  exhibits  a  class  of  49  students ;  a  sa- 
tisfactory number,  considering  the  delay  that  took  place  at  ihe  cummenee- 
menl  of  ibe  session  in  filling  up  the  chair  of  medicine. 

Yalt  Ctltege,  Medical  liufiiuiitn. — The  annual  circular  for  the  leclnre  Urm 
of  18tO-l  conUios  the  names  of  15  graduates  of  the  year  1839-40,  and  of 
three  licentiates.  The  whole  nomber  of  graduates  since  the  firet  conrse  of 
lecrares  in  1813-14  is  434;  Ihal  of  licentiates,  296. 

liuartrrlg  reptrt  »f  rAc  ttitelric  practice  af  Ihe  Philadrlphla  Ditpemarf  fir 
Ptmrtk,  /l/tA,  oiwf  SUrlA  nontAt,  IMO.  Mf  Jetph  fFarritigUn,  M.  C  Acc^ta!^ear. 
—Twenty-six  women  ha»e  been  delifered  at  foil  time,  and  one  other  at- 
tended on  account  of  aboriion  at  the  fourth  mooih  of  gestation. 

Of  ibe  children  born  ai  full  time,  sixteen  were  girls,  and  len  boys. 

The  average  duiaiion  of  labour  in  twenly-iwo  cases  was  nine  houra— ibe 
extremes  being  one  and  Gfly'hours. 

The  average  time  required  for  the  spontaneous  delivery  of  the  placenta  in 
twenty-four  eases,  was  aboul  twenty-siz  minutes — the  extremes  being  five 
and  one  hundred  and  ninety-five  minutes. 

In  twenty  cases  of  labour  in  which  the  presentations  of  the  fcelua  were 
earefuJIy  noied,  eleven  were  in  the  6rst,  seten  in  ibc  second,  one  in  the 
foniih  position  of  the  vertex^  and  one  in  the  second  posiiion  of  ihe  breech. 

Aboriion  was  brought  on  in  ihe  case  referred  lo  by  external  violence. 

All  the  women  have  recovered  witbout  accident  excepting  one  case,  in 
which  prolapsus  uteri  was  brought  on  by  rising  and  mnking  exeiiion  on  the 
second  day  after  delivery. 

Of  the  children,  three  were  slitl-born — one  apparently  in  consequence  of 
excessive  biemoirhage  through  lbs  placenta  situated  at  the  as  nleri — another 
appeared  to  have  died  in  uieto  some  weeks  before  delivery— and  one  died 
tphy  xicd,  after  ihe  use  of  ergot  to  tenninale  a  labour  whicli  had  cuntiaoed 
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The  KM  oT  iht  childKD  bsTe  done  well. 

The  rorcepa  were  aucceurully  uied  to  deliver  \a  ooe  case  in  uhicb  labour 
bad  cooiioued  forCy  hour* — the  cbild'a  bead  beJag  tlrongly  atresied  io  ibe 
peWi*  in  the  fourtb  poailioa. 

TimperaltiTe  »f  Ihe  AaiNon  btify  in  inlermillent  fivert.  Sg  Jtf.  Oavarrel.' — 
M.  OsTarrei  has  made  nomeTous  obserratinni  on  ihe  temperaiure  of  ihe  ho- 
■nan  boij  during  the  diSerenl  atagri  of  inrermitteDt  ferers,  as  well  as  dur- 
ing health,  and  from  iheae  ii  appean,  that  eren  during  the  ilage  of  rigor 
ibe  heat  uf  the  bod;  i«  exalted  from  two  to  ibree  degrees  above  its  usual 
tenperaiure.  In  the  hoi  stage  he  has  found  the  temperature  siill  more  ele- 
vaifrd,  bat  never  more  than  ooe  degree  above  that  aiieading  (he  stage  of 
TKor;  whilst  in  the  awcaliog  lUge,  thongh  ibe  tetnperature  was  above  thai 
of  heallb,  it  wa*  mach  below  that  of  the  two  preceding  stagei. 

CMtfnuio/  tgan—U  tautd  by  the  atrta  trigmating  frtm  bath  vculriclei  •/  tie 
*€art.  Bf  Dr.  C.  f.  Grmina.*—A  boy,  9  years  of  age,  pretly  Elout  and  well 
formed,  was  from  bis  birth  of  a  leaden  colour,  with  bis  lips  and  oails  blue, 
and  suffered  fiom  a  violent  and  continual  palpiiation  of  tbe  heart,  and  short 
rapid  respirations.  On  the  least  exertion  ihese  svnjptoms  were  much  ag 
gnTaled ;  to  such  an  eiteni,  indeed,  as  to  force  him  to  lie  down,  and  not 
iiMMre  in  the  least  till  the  palpitations  became  calmed  ;  at  tbe  sarae  time  the 
whole  body  became  of  a  bluish  colour,  and  was  covered  with  sweat.  When 
silling  or  lyins  ihe  child  felt  well,  and  could  use  slight  exertiou.  On  per- 
cnaaion  the  cliesi  sounded  every  where  clear.  Tbe  respiratory  murmur, 
was  beard  diiiioctly  by  roeans  of  the  stethoscope  over  all  the  cbesi ;  but  in 
the  precordial  region  two  oilier  sounds  besides  ihose  of  ihe  heart  were  recog- 
nised. One  of  these  abnormal  sounds  resembled  the  purring  of  a  cat,  and 
was  heard  during  tbe  tysiole  of  the  heart ;  the  other,  which  appeared  to  ac- 
company tbe  eoDiraciion  of  the  auricles,  was  so  cleai  and  sonorous,  that  it 
was  heard  over  the  whole  of  the  ri^hi  aide  of  ibe  cfaest :  on  ihe  lel'i  side, 
however,  it  was  scarcely  beard.  When  Ibe  boy  was  in  a  slate  of  repose, 
his  pulse  beat  fiom  78  to  84  in  the  minute  ;  but  on  the  least  exertion  rose 
to  100  or  105.  Tbe  eiternal  veins  presented  neither  luigetcence  nor  pulsn- 
lioo.  The  abdomen  was  aoioewhat  swelled,  buisoflt  the  liver  appeared 
to  be  enlarged  ;  bat  the  fanciiuns  of  the  intestines  anil  urinary  apparatus 
were  normal.  The  boy  died  suddenly,  in  consequence  of  an  aiiack  uf  con- 
vulsions and  dyspotea. 

On  dissection  of  Ihe  bodf  tbe  following  appearancen  were  observed.  The 
langa  were  of  a  violet  colour,  regutir  in  their  form,  and  crepitated  on  pres- 
sore.  The  heart  was  of  the  usual  size  ;  ihe  right  ventricle  was  nearly  twice 
as  lar^e  aa  the  \e(t  hui  its  walls  were  of  their  ordinary  thickness  ;  the  left 
veniDcle  was  smaller  than  common;  the  auriculo-vertricular  openings  in 
both  ventricles  presented  iheir  usual  appearance;  the  fornraen  ovale  waa 
closed.  Tbe  Beshy  sepiom  common  to  the  two  ventricles  did  oot  reach 
quite  Io  tbe  bate  of  the  bean,  but  was  deficient  at  ibat  point  close  to  which 
the  aorta  onVinales,  leaving  a  circular  communication  between  the  Iwo 
veoiriclea.  This  opening  was  largest  on  that  side  which  communicated 
with  the  right  ventricle;  but  was  somewhnt  conliaclcd  on  that  of  the  tefl. 
The  aortic  01  ifice  was  much  dilated,  as  were  also  Ihe  semilunar  valves, 
which  appeared  proportioned  to  ibe  increased  dimensions  of  the  aoilic  ori- 
fice.   The  pulmonary  artery  was  very  much  contracted,  but  lis  v 


■  L'Eip*rience,  Ko.  oti.  1830,  i 

■  Bduntdt'f  Jahrbocbcr,  Jn!*  tf 
p.  591. 


.Google 


170  American  Medical  IiUeUigeneer. 

DUeaic  a/  Ihe  patlerior  ctltimiu  tf  the  ipiaat  card,  tentalUn  rtmainlitg  umm' 

paired.-— Mr.  Edward  Slaaky  brou^hl  before  the  Bofal  Medical  and  Chi- 
rurgical  Bocieiy  of  Loadon.  a  well  marked  case  of  disease,  drjctly  limited 
to  the  posterior  columns  or  ihe  spinal  cord,  yet  prodnciog  pheooroena  at 
variaDce  wiih  the  doclriae  of  the  distinct  inBuences  of  ibe  anterior  and  pOB- 
terior  colutuDs  nf  Ihe  cord  on  the  faculties  of  raolion  aad  sensation. 

The  disctse,  which  was  not  the  result  of  injary,  commenced  about  three 
years  before  the  patient^sadminsion  into  St.  Barlholoinew**  Hospital,  with 
impaired  niolion  of  the  lower  exiremilieB,  at  first  sligJit,  but  progresairelf 
iacreasinr,  so  thai  at  the  time  of  his  admission  be  could  only  succeed  by 
a  great  efbrt  in  raising  bis  legs  from  the  ground  whilst  tiuine  on  a,  chair. 
Before  dsstb,  tbe  lots  of  moiLoD  became  complete  in  each  lower  limb, 
throurbuut  its  whole  eiieol.  In  do  part,  however,  waa  there  aay  defect  of 
sensation,  scratching,  pricking,  or  piDchiog  ibe  skiD,  being  attended  by  sen-. 
saiion  as  arute  as  in  a  FOuod  limb. 

On  dis.iection,  no  signs  of  disease  presented  themselres  excepting  in  the 
spinal  chord.  Here,  contrary  to  the  anticFpaiions  of  many  persons  by  whom 
this  case  was  observed,  no  disfase  whatever  was  found  in  the  snlerior  co- 
lumns of  Ihe  chord.  An  extensive  change  of  stnicture  and  colour  was,  on 
the  contrary,  manifealed  in  the  posterior  columns,  from  the  pons  to  the 
tower  end  of  the  chord.  "  The  value  of  this  case,  says  (he  author,  consists 
in  the  distinciDesi  of  irt  phenomena  being  acknowledged  by  many  compe- 
tent observers  to  have  bt-en  such  as  ihey  are  recorded," 

Dr.  Budd  related  a  case  where  similar  phenomena  were  observed.  A 
patient  who  had  caries  of  the  spine,  lost  tbe  power  of  moiioo  in  the  inferior 
extremities,  Ihe  power  of  seosaiion  remaining  eolirv.  On  dissection  ,lhe 
anierior  columns  of  Ihe  spinal  chord  were  found  apparently  sound,  whilst 
ihe  posterior,  at  the  seal  of  ibe  disease,  were  softened  and  nearly  fioid. 

Jifine  and  laecetifallreatnuiH  far  the  fireventiin  af  hudnphtbia.  By  Dr.  JBraff. 
tf  St.  Peienburg.^—Di.  Miroff  Strongly  recommends  the  following  treatment 
to  be  followed  by  those  who  have  been  bitten  by  rabid  aaimale,  asserting 
ihal  it  tin  been  so  successful  in  his  hands  that  in  not  a  single  person  wbo 
had  been  subjected  to  the  treatment  was  hydrophobia  developed.  His  paper 
on  the  subject  coniainsihe  narration  of  many  cases  of  persons  who  had  been, 
bilien  by  rabid  dogs  and  wolves,  and  though  niany  of  them  had  been  closely 
observed  for  more  ih.-tn  a  year,  no  bad  results  had  fallowed  the  bite.  His 
Ireaiment  is  conlioued  for  the  space  of  two  months.  As  sooo  after  the  bits 
at  possible,  the  person  is  put  into  a  vapour  bath  of  50°  Cent,  and  given  to 
drink  a  strong  decoction  of  saraaparilla  and  guaiac,  whilst  the  wound  is 
rubbed  with  the  ointment  of  the  red  precipitate  of  mercury.  Two  pints  of 
this  strong  aecoclion  is  ordered  to  be  drunk  daily,  and  tbe  sore  ii  dressed 
till  ii  hears  wiih  tbe  above  oinlmeni.  Tbe  patient  has  a  bath  every  other 
day  during  the  first  week,  tvtiy  third  day  during  the  second  and  ihiid  week, 
and  then  only  twice  a  week  till  ilie  two  monibs  are  pasL 

Ob  Ihe  treaimral  of  phihitU  bg  hgdracsanic  add.  By  JU.  Ftrget^ — Professor 
Failonelii,  of  Pavia,  a  short  while  ago,  published  a  paper  on  the  curative 
effecis  of  hydrocyanic  acid  in  chronic  inflammaiion  of  the  Inngs,  but  more 
especially  in  phthisis.  He  related  a  Dumber  of  cases  where  not  only  were 
the  lungs  lubercular,  but  large  caverns  were  detected,  accompanied  by  hec' 
tic  fever  and  marasmus,  and  yet  these  cases  recovered  perfectly  in  the  space 

'  Loadon  Med.  Gantle,  PabriMry  1,  1640,  and  Edio.  Med.  and  Enrgieil  Journal, 
April,  1840,  p.  534. 

■L'AmideUBaDlA.tnd  Edin.  Med.  and  SurE.Jonr,  April,  1840,  p.  59S. 

*  L'Biperieoce,  14th  NnvMnber,  1839,  and  Bdln.  Med.  and  Surricitl  Jonnial,  April, 
IB40,  L..  atM. 
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of  rrom  fifteen  d»g  to  thre«  moolhs  ;  a  result  he  attributed  eoiireljF  to  the 
admiBistrBtioii  oT  the  brdrocjraoic  scid.  The  acid  which  he  used  was  pre- 
pared iccording  to  the  process  recorameDded  by  Maeendie,  and  was  admin- 
utered  in  doses  of  two  drops,  prosressively  increased  lo  fifteen. 

M.  Porgei,  who  doubted  the  accuracy  of  the  results  obtained  by  Professor 
FaatoDetii,  repealed  the  eiperimeDts  io  eight  undoubied  caSes  of  phibials, 
but  was  forced  to  arrive  at  a  very  different  conclusion.  In  three  of  the  cases 
death  looh  place  with  as  much  rapidity  Xs  if  the  disease  had  been  left  to  iia 
natural  course.  la  (he  five  others,  do  amelioration  was  noted  io  the  progrew 
of  ihA  symptoms,  with  the  exception  of  a  slight  alleviation  of  ibe  cou^b  in 
two  cases ;  but  in  these  cases  vomiiing  was  induced.  Many  of  the  paiienis 
al«o  complained  of  wakefulness. 

M.  For^t  repeated  the  stune  ezperimenls  on  eight  other  patients,  with  i1m 
same  want  of  success.  ... 

On  fitnetraiinf  w#Biub  •/*  the  A4an,  By  J.  A.  Adtrt.' — Three  inleresling 
eaaea  of  penetrating  wounds  of  the  bean  are  relaKd,  where  the  persons 
Hved  after  the  receipt  of  the  injury  from  twelve  hours  to  no  less  than  ten 
dayK.  In  all  th«  cases  the  wound  of  the  heart  was  indicated  b^  a  peculiar 
whining  sound,  precisely  similar  to  that  which  eiisis  in  varicose  aneo- 
rism  ;  stwl  from  its  presence  being  recognized  in  all  these  ibree  eases,  M. 
Jobert  ihinks  it  might  be  regarded  as  a  diagnostic  roaik  of  the  presence  of  a 
penetrating  wound  of  ihe  heart.  He  relates  several  cases  whkb  have  been 
published  by  other  authota,  where  persons  hsd  lived  far  years  after  this  or- 
gan bad  been  wounded,  opportunities  haring  in  many  of  ibese  cases  oc- 
curred of  confirming  Ibe  diagnosis  by  eiaminaiion  after  death.  He  regards, 
therefore,  a  wound  of  the  heart  as  not  necessarily  fatal,  Bod  gives  nnmerou* 
directions  of  ibe  mode  in  which  the  treatment  may  be  best  conducted.  Of 
these,  bleeding,  both  general  and  local,  Ibe  local  applicaiioa  of  cold,  and  the 
•dministraiioo  of  such  remedies  as.  lend  to  reduce  (he  force  of  (he  circula- 
tion, and  abate  the  tendency  to  hemorrhage,  are  the  chief. 

Seiatit  nrtiratgia  cured  by  tectien  «/  lAe  idatie  nerve.  S3  M.  MatagaH.* — A 
youn^  man,  about  30  years  of  age,  sufiered  for  msoy  years  from  violent 
sciatica,  which  every  remedy  failed  to  relieve.  The  pains  became  every 
Atj^aore  and  more  severe,  so  that  he  at  lasi  insisted  on  amputation  of  the 
ihtgh  being  performed,  in  order  to  afford  him  relief.  A  more  simple  opera- 
tion, however,  fortunately  succeeded.  An  incision  of  about  170  inches  in 
extent  was  made  over  the  course  of  tbe  sciatic  nerve,  about  four  finger 
breadih*  above  the  popliteal  space;  the  nerve  was  then  carefully  exposed 
and  cut  across.  The  section  caused  excessive  pain, and  the  palieni  fainted. 
When  he  recovered,  he  complained  of  a  paioful  creening  feeling  over  the 
whole  limb.  A  portion  of  the  nerve  of  aboui  an  inch  long  was  then  cut 
away,  but  tbe  doing  so  caused  no  pain.  The  inflammaiorv  and  other  symp- 
toms which  followed  required  ihe  employment  of  general  and  local  bleed- 
ing, the  sdict  antiphlogistic  regimen,  antispasmodics,  &c.  The  patient 
was  able  to  walk  by  the  fiAieth  day  after  tbe  operation,  but  complete  cica- 
trization of  (he  wound  did  not  occur  till  the  end  of  the  fiflh  month. 

Before  having  recourse  to  ibis  operation,  M.  Malagodi  made  a  number  of 
experiments  on  dogs,  of  which  the  following  are  the  results. 

_i.  Thai  teciion  of  (he  sciatic  nerve  at  the  upper  {lortion  of  ihe  inferior 
third  of  the  ihigh  causes  paralysia  and  consecutive  atrophy  of  the  muscles, 
but  is  not  followed  by  gangrene. 

■  Archirei  Gaoerilei,  Sept.  1839 ;  and  Edin.  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  April,  IBM, 

*  L'BiF«rieiHu,  31al  November,  1333  ;  and  CJin.  Med.  iitd  Surriral  JonrMl,  April, 
IB40,  p.  531. 
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2.  That  thia  paraljrsis  exteods  from  ihe  middle  of  the  leg  lo  the  poioU  oT 
ihe  toes. 

3.  Thai  ihi;  leg  i;  ttill  useful  as  a  support  to  the  bodj|,  and  for  the  ordi- 
Dar)r  purposes  of  locomoiiou,  aeeiog  that  the  muscles  which  more  it  are  doi 
paralyzed,  and  ib.ii  the  knee  joint  reoiains  sound. 

Martatilj  frtm  phiSlti*  at  ^fit/ilei.'—lo  a  lale  ntimber  of  the  Piliarre  Sebizlo, 
M.  de  Reuzi  controverts  ibe  conclusions  conFeminK  the  mortaliif  by  phthi- 
sis at  Naples,  to  be  found  in  a  paper  presented  bf  M.  Journt  lo  tbe  Aeade- 
nty  of  Medicine  at  Paris.  The  sum  total  of  phthisical  palients  receired  into 
ihe  hospital  of  incurables  during  Ihe  years  1835-30  and  37,  is  rHueed  by  M. 
de  Renzi  from  3969  to  2775 ;  and  he  ohonr*  that  n(  iMa  number  only  1846 
belonged  to  Naples  and  its  suburbs,  the  rest  consisting  of  Etrangers  who 
come  to  die  there.  This  gives  an  average  of  615  instead  of  989,  which  was 
M.  Jourai's  supposition — a  considerable  difference,  particularly  if  the  proba- 
bililies  of  mediciae  are  to  be  based  on  figures.  Then  subtracting  the  ca- 
tarrhal afieciions,  or  those  which  resemble  phthisis,  M.  de  Reozi  fizei  the 
number  of  phthisical  patients  at  600,  which,  in  a  nopnlaiion  of  400,000, 
gives  one  in  666.  We  mult  add,  however.  200  patients  belonging  to  the 
middle  and  upper  classes,  which  will  make  800  ;  and  ol' tbcte  560jJie,  or  70 

Sereent.  Bui,  is  the  ordinary  mortality  is  13,000,  the  propoition  of  deaths 
-om  phthisis  is  about  1  in  23. 
The  mean  moiialiiy  at  the  hospital  of  inetirables  is  1800,  and  Ihe  number 
of  deaths  among  the  phthisical  paiienis  belongiog  lu  the  town  is  430)  eo 
that  these  deaths  form  a  quarter  of  the  total  mortality  in  (he  inslilnlioa. 
But,  if  we  consider,  first,  that  at  Paris,  more  than  a  third  of  all  patieots  are 
treated  in  ihe  huspiials,  and  hardly  a  fifth  at  Naples;  secondly,  that  at 
Paris,  the  number  of  consumptive  patients  received  is  equal  lo  (hose  suffer- 
ing under  other  diseases,  while  at  Naples  the  la(ter  are  much  fewer  in  pro- 
portion, it  will  be  allowed  that  a  comparison  is  diQicu![.  This  being  aet- 
tled,  if  in  the  hospitals  of  Paris,  as  Bayle  has  demonstrated,  and  M.  Jourui 
laid  down,  one-third  of  the  palients  die  of  phthisis,  and  ibis  number  is  more 
than  a  third  of  all  Ihe  deaths  in  the  whole  town  ;  if,  on  Ihe  orher  hand,  in 
the  hospitals  at  .Naples,  less  ihan  a  quarter  of  the  patients  die  by  phthi<is, 
and  if,  even  adding  the  patients  who  do  not  belong  to  the  town,  we  do  nui 
reach  a  third,  as  at  Paris ;  if  the  phihisicnl  patients  in  (he  hospital  inMade 
nearly  all  in  the  town,  whilst  the  deaths  in  ihe  hospital  are  but  a  sixth  of 
(he  ffeacral  mortality,  it  necessarily  follows  that  the  patients  who  die  of 
phthisis  are  in  proporiion  to  those  who  die  of  other  diseases,  as  1  lo  4  at 
Paris,  and  1  lo  13  at  Naples.  Hence  the  climate  of  Naples,  far  from  favour- 
ing Ihe  developemeni  of  Ihe  disease,  makes  ii  rarer  than  it  would  naturally 
be  in  a  town  of  small  size  relatively  to  its  poputaiioo,  who  are  in  conse- 
quence crowded.  If  we  consider,  moreover,  that  scrofulous  affections  are 
very  common  there,  ive  must  necessarily  conclude,  that  ihe  number  of  con- 
sumptive palients  does  u 01  exceed  the  natural  proportion  to  iliose  afflicted 
with  acrofula. 

As  to  the  important  question  whether  a  phthisical  patient  from  a  cold  or 
norihern  climate  may  experience  benefit  in  a  more  temperate  one,  M.  de 
Renzi  answers  it  in  the  affirmniive,  and  says  he  knows  it  from  his  own  ex- 
perience. But  if  the  disease  has  already  made  great  progress,  if  Ihe  disor- 
ganization of  Ihe  lungs  is  much  advanced,  and  the  tubercles  have  begun  to 
Eoften,  a  southern  climale  is  of  no  avail.  In  such  cases  the  poor  patii^t 
travels  but  to  perish  on  a  foreign  shore,  far  from  his  relatives  and  frieuds. 
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On  Qu  it^uriaut  qualitt'rt  ofmriulrual  bhod,  and  oti  iY«  jrobahle  cautet. 
By  Dr.  Remak,  o/Sfr/i'nJ— Tbis  papor  ii  chiefly  utorul  Tor  tbe  iu  formal  ion 
itaSbrds  respeciinK  ilie  coiupo.siiion  of  a  fluid  which  few  have  «iih«rth? 
iacliBalion  or  (he  liberty  to  eiamiDe.  The  auihor  ndduces  hui  little  fresh 
evidence  in  SQpuurt  of  loe  unireraal  popular  belief  ihat  mcDitrDal  blood  can 

Eroduce  urethral  discltar^e  or  other  sfleclions  of  ibe  male  geniia)  orgnos  ; 
ul  he  thinks  tlial  the  occaiiooal  occurrence  of  iheie  syntpioins,  of  which 
he  has  do  doubt,  depends  on  the  condilion,  cot  of  the  blood,  but  of  the  mu- 
cus with  which  il  is  mixed. 

B]r  microscopical  eiamiDaiion-of  the  menstrual  fluid  aoder  Tarlous  cir- 
cumstances, he  found  that  whenever  it  had  a  red  colour,  it  coDlaioed  blood 
Ijlobates,  and  thai  ihe  iotensiiy  of  its  colour  depended  on  (heir  number.  At 
the  beginning  and  (owards  the  end  ot  its  Bowing,  when  it  is  pale  and  whi- 
tish, it  contains  a  preponderating  quantity  of  Uioine  of  epiloelium  and  of 
mucus  corpuscles,  but  their  quantity  becomes  propordonelly  lest  and  tesa  ■■ 
the  fluid  presents  more  blood  globules  and  a  deeper  colour.  The  author 
believes  (hat  this  mucus  which  is  constandy  piesent  in  (he  menstrual  fluid, 
may,  like  the  secretions  of  all  mucous  inembraoes  when  in  a  morbid  slate, 
ppssess  the  power  of  producing  a  similar  morbid  s(a(e  in  o(ber  membranes 
of  the  same  kind.  He  relates  a  case  which  confirms  this  idea:  ■  very  ob- 
stinate goDorrhcea,  in  which  ihe  menstrual  fluid  of  the  only  female  with 
whom  the  patient  nad  connection,  and  in  whom  tbeie  was  not  the  least  pro- 
bability ofgonorrhiEa  existing,  contaiaed  an  abundance  of  tbia  peail-colour- 
ed  inucut.  Connection  did  not  produce  the  gonorrhsai  symptoms  exce|il 
whei)  the  female  was  mens(niaiing. 

On  iht  varioui  eircHtiMimct*  vhich  appear,  in  the  courte  of  diteattM,  to 
produce  Iht  curved  form  of  the  nuila.  By  M.  rfrtiot't.'— This  paper  is  inf- 
ficieni  (o  determine  the  Tatue,  ot  rather  ibe  want  of  value,  of  curved  fiocer 
nails  as  a  sign  of  disease.  The  lesults,  obtained  from  ibe  examination  oy 
the  numerical  method  of  276  cases  of  various  diseases,  are  as  follows: 

In  )iny  collection  of  patients,  whatever  be  ifaeir  diseases,  curved  nails  will 
be  found  in  at  least  one  third.  Among  difiereni  diseases,  phthisis  scrofula, 
and  other  chronic  affections,  have  a  very  marked,  though  not  an  absolute  or 
constant  influence.  Of  88  patients  with  curved  nails,  70  were  phtbiiical  or 
scrofulous;  snd  of  188  with  normally  formed  nails,, 40  w^re  suffeiing  from 
the  same  conditions.  Of  the  same  88,  nine  only  laboured  under  acut«  dis- 
eases. Females  present  this  alteration  about  three  times  mote  frequently 
than  males.  It  is  most  commonly  observed  between  (he  ages  of  leu  and 
thirty.  Occupation  bas  no  influence  upon  il.  The  consiituiion  which  coin- 
cides with  il  in  fire  sixths  of  the  cases  in  which  it  occurs  is  that  which  is 
narked  by  a  pale,  Gdc,  and  anaemic  skin,  blond  bair,  blue  or  brown  eyes, 
bluish  sclerotica,  very  long  eyelasbea,  and  weak  muscles. . 

Remarkable  ceue  of  Itekurta  renah'a,  of  nine  yeare^  tlatiding,  vith  vica- 
rioua  vomitins  of  urxne.  By  F.  L.  h'reyaig,M.  D.,  I}rttdea*—S.  B.,  Kt. 
tweniy-five,  six  years  after  Ihe  commencemear  of  rnensiruaiion,  be^n  to 
complaiu  of  abdominal  pain,  general  spasm,  and  difficulty  in  voiding  urine 
and  r«ees,  succeeded  by  orthopnoea,  and  symptoms  of  thoracic  and  abdomi- 
nal inflammation,  which  were  treated  aniinhlogisiiceHy.  The  bladder  re- 
qoired  ibe  frequent  use  of  the  catlieter.  The  paiieoi  suffered  pain  in  the 
Ttghi  knee,  and  was  obliged  to  keep  it  drawn  upwards  towards  the  aMomeo. 

'  Hsdicinische  Zcilaiur,  Dae.  35,  1639;  and  Br.  and  For.  MediesI  Bevisv,  April, 
]840,(..S«. 

■  Archives  Gdoriralss  de  Mtdacinc,  Nor.  1839:  sod  Br.  sod  Fur.  Msdtaal  Ssvisw, 
Aprll.lS40.p.£48. 

>  BufcltiHl's  JaDrnsl.  Jolf,  1839  t  uid  Br.  and  For.  Med.  Rev.,  April,  1840,  p.  SSI. 
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Two  J  ears  afier,  rhe  Ipets  began  lo  swell,  respirntion  hecame  siill  more  diffi- 
cdIi,  ibe  urroary  xecreiion  ceaxed,  and  the  paiieDt  tomitird  a  fluid  coDlaio' 
ing.  according  to  ch<>roicnt  analysia,  ihe  principles  of  urine. 

M.  Ereyiig  now  delected,  in  the  right  iliac  refioD  and  near  the  spine,  a 
tumour  extending  tuwnrds  the  liver,  exquisitely  painful  10  the  plighlesl 
touchy  and  which  the  paii'-oi  had  noticed  for  four  yeats.  The  bowels  were 
invariably  cosiire  ;  and  twice  a  day  (5  a.  m.  and  6  p.  u.)  urinous  Tomitin^f* 
occurred,  preceded  by  dyspniea,  so  urgent  as  twice  to  require  r  s.  No  utioe 
was  found  in  the  bladder.  Tepid  baths,  and  mercurial  and  stimulating  tini- 
meula  to  ilie  region  of  the  kidney,  were  recorn mended.  During  the  tima 
the  patient  was  in  the  baths,  the  strn  exhaled  a  rer;  fetid  odour.  The 
tumour   gradually  enlarged,  and  grew  softer. 

The  patient  now  returned  home,  and  four-months  after  (January  24, 1S35,) 
informed  M.  Kreyaig  that  the  tumour  had  daily  increased,  become  harder 
and  more  painful,  and  pointed  to  the  epigastric  regioii,  FlucinatioQ  was 
now  evident,  aad  in  three  weeks  the  abscess  broke,  during  a  violent  spasm, 
discharging  a  lar^e  qnaniity  of  pus,  which  was  soon  after  succeeded  l>y  an 
increase  of  suffering.  In  about  six  weeks,  (he  urinous  vomitings  ceased, 
and  urine  was  voided  by  the  bladder.  Shorlty  afterwards,  the  pain  being 
then  more  than  usually  intense,  with  an  utgent  desire  to  evacuate  the  bow- 
els, the  patient  expelled,  per  anum,  a  mass  about  as  large  as  a  goose's  egg, 
resemblrng  fat  mixed  with  pus,  and  iaiolerahly  fclid.  From  this  period,  all 
nbdominafswelliDg  and  pain  ceased,  and  menstruation  returned.  In  aboul 
three  rjuarlers  ofa  year,  the- health  was  entirely  restored,  not  oae  of  jhe  for- 
mer symptoms  remaining. 

On  the  trealmetU  ofdmenttry  vilh  albumen.  By  M.  Savcerolle,  Pkyei- 
eian  to  tht  hospital  at  Lun^riWu.' — The  dysentei7  which  annually  altacba 
a  considerable  nnrnber  of  men  of  our  garrison,  affected  only  thirteen  in  the 
months  of  October  and  November,  1338,  and  ten  in  those  of  August  and 
September,  1S39.  I  employed  in  some  of  these  cases  the  albuminous  me- 
thod of  treatment  recommended  by  MM.  Bodin  de  la  Picbonncrie  and  MotL- 
iiire.  Comparatively  with  those  by  the  ordinary  method  (by  anliplilogis- 
tics  and  opiates,}  the  results  obtained  by  it  were  really  of  the  most  siriktnv 
kind.  My  own  experience  and  that  acquired  by  others  in  ihe  hospital  shows 
that  when  the  disease  Is  at  all  severe,  it  generally  lasts  two  or  three  weeks, 
sometimes  becomes  chronic,  or  termioalei  in  death:  besides  this  the  re- 
iterated application  of  leeches  causes  severe  rain,  the  administration  of 
eaematn  is  continually  attended  with  much  diffieulty,  (he  convalescence  is 
prolonged,  and  attended  with  extreme  weakness  when  the  disease  is  not 
(topped  during  the  first  week.  Judging  from  the  cases  I  have  ohserred,  the 
albuminous  treatment  is  attended  with  precisely  contrary  effects— rapid 
cessation  of  the  symptoms,  quick  convalescence,  and  recovery  of  strength, 
while  the  administration  is  attended  neither  with  pain  nor  any  sort  of  incon- 
Ten  ie  ace. 

[The  albumen  was  exhibited  both  as  a  ptisan  and  in  enemala,  according 
to  the  formula  of  M.  Mondjdre,  and  eight  cases  ate  related  (some,  however, 
with  ludicrous  brevity)  in  support  of  ihn  above  emphatic  encomiums.  In 
■ome  of  the  cases  there  was  undoubted  inflammation  of  the  large  intestine; 
in  all  frequent  bloody  stools,  tenesmus,  &c.] 

On  the  treatment  of  lynovial  tvmourg  by  lubcttlaneous  incmon.  By  M- 
Barthelemy.* — This  mode  of  treatment  was  sugeesied  by  the  very  slight 
local  or  general  disluibance  which  baa  been  founti  to  tticceed  the  sections 

I  Gii.  Mfdiab  de  Ftrli,  No.  ihii^  Kowmber,  1839 ;  and  Br.  and  Tor.  Med.  Rev» 
ApiU,  1840,  F- 553. 
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nf  mascle*  even  of  cootidefible  extern,  when  ihe  tkin  over  ihem  is  not 
divided.  The  cpeiaiion  con»itis  in  raisinE  a  Told  of  (be  skin  near  the  in- 
niour,  and  pasaiag  a  long  thin  laocei-sKeped  knife  undei'-ii  lo  ihe  left  side  of 
the  swelliDg,  which  is  then  by  a  sweep  of  rhe  iostiuDieDt  split  iulo  two  por- 
liODs.  The  instrument  is  then  tvilbdrawn  bf  the  samp  narrow  apectore  at 
^vhich  it  entered,  and  csre  is  taken  that  no  air  should  pass  sloDg  the  track 
of  the  wonnd.  The  Suid  which  the  cjrit  contains  diffuses  itself  inio  the  sur- 
Toanding  tissue  and  soon  disappears,  leaving,  ii  is  presumed,  no  chance  of 
the  relapses  which  are  pooiman  after  every  other  mode  of  ifeatmeni. 

The  operation  has  been  performed  with  success,  and  with  no  subtcqocni 
ill  effect,  by  MM.  Bariheleny,  Msrvchal,  and  Malgaigne. 

Careofano&i  ditheationnfihe  Autnerua  bydiviticn  of  the  pti:toraU»  ma- 
jor, latitrimut  dorsi,  lereg  major,  and  tertt  minor  maacle$.  By  Profeatnr 
Ditffenbaek.' — Hcrr  Tb.  a  large  landowner,  upward*  of  thirty  yean  old,  had 
his  rijihl  shoulder  dislocated  two  y^ars  ago  by  a  fall  from  bis  horse ;  the  na- 
ture of  the  accident  waa  not  at  nrsl  recc^oised,  and  aHerwarda,  ihongh'all 
Ihe  usual  means  were  adopted  by  several  surgeons,  the  bnne  could  not  be 
reinrned  to  its  place.  The  patieni,  therefore,  came  to  Berlin  ;  be  was  of  a 
gaunt,  powerful  form,  with  a  pale  complexion  and  bnt  little  fat,  and  bis 
muscles  were  strong  and  prominent  under  the  sbin.  The  injured  right 
shoulder  was  an  inch  higher  than  the  left;  the  aeiomion  formed  a  sharp 
BBgle;  on  the  outer  side  the  shoulder  was  deeply  hollowed,  and  the  scapnia 
lay  flat.  The  right  arm  was  thinnet  than  the  left,  and  stood  out  far  frou 
the  body.  The  head  of  the  bumenis  lay  on  the  anterior  side  of  the  chest, 
close  lo  the  olaricle,  and  two  inches  from  the  upper  portion  of  the  sternum. 
The  patient  had  a  constant  sensation  of  cold  in  the  limb,  and  the  creeping 
which  he  had  formerly  fell  bad  ceased.  The  pulse  in  the  right  radial  artery 
was  rather  weaker  than  that  in  the  lefk.  The  limb  was  useless,  and  only 
the  hand  could  perform  some  alight  actions. 

By  moving  the  arm  in  different  directions,  severe  pain  was  produced  in 
lbs  pan  where  the  head  lay  suirounded  by  a  tbick  wall  of  dense  ligament 
into  which  it  had  worked  itself.  In  drawing  Ibe  arm  outwards  from  the 
body,  the  pecloralis  major,  latissimus  dorsi,  teres  major,  and  teres  minor  be- 
eame  lenie  with  extreme  pain.  The  last  three  of  these  muscles  Gelt  hard, 
and  tense,  even  when  the  arm  was  not  drawn  outwards.  An  attempt  to 
reduce  such  a  dislocation  wiiboot  dividing  these  muscles  aud  the  new  joint 
would  have  been  extremely  dangerous,  and  had  been  found  impossible;  but 
(••ya  ibe  professor)  I  anlicipaied  success  from  the  subcutaneous  division  of 
every  thing  that  resisted  me. 

*"  -■     -  '    -      placed  on  the  table,  with  one  folded  sheet  passed  under 

held  by  six  assistants,  another  fastened  round  the  right 
hand  and  held  by  six  more,  and  a  third  round  the  upper  pan  of  the  hunierus 
held  by  ihiee  more  (in  tbe  manner  usually  adopted  by  me  in  old  luxation*), 
the  two  first  sets  of  assistants  were  ordered  to  puM  agBiDsi  eacb  olber.  I 
next  bade  them  make  a  slowly  increased  extension,  and  then  slop;  1  then 
passed  a  small  scythe-shaped  knife  through  the  skin,  and  divided  the  must 
lense  portion  of  the  pecloralis  major  close  to  ii»  tendon,  which  yielded  with 
■  cracbin^  sound.  1  then  again  introdaced  tbe  knife  at  the  posterior  border 
of  tbe  axilla,  and  divided  one  after  iba  other  the  laiissimus  dorsi,  the  teres 
■a^r,  and  the  teres  minor.  All  these  muscks  gave  way  with  a  cracking 
noise,  which  was  increased  by  the  resonance  of  ihe  chest.  1  next  paaaed 
my  knife  into  three  places  by  ihe  head  of  the  humerus,  and  divided  in  a 

_9_-i ^^  under  the  shin  the  dense  and  hard  false  ligament*  which 

e  new  joint,  and,  leasening  the  extension,  I  loosened  the  head 
ions. 

Zeitnof,  Dec  Ifl,  ISM ;  and  Br.  and  For.  Ned.  Rev.,  A|ffil,  1840,  p. 
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A  powerful  extension  waa  aow  agnio  commenc#d  on  boiK  sidei,  anil  ihc 
ihipe  B^sisianis  behiod  the  patienl  pulled  suddenly  while  I  condacted  the 
liumeru^  towards  the  joint,  inro  which  it  slipped  on  a  tuddcD,  withoal  agaiit 
Hpringing  out.  One  shoulder  looked  uow  ju»i  like  the  oiher.  The  thorax, 
the  shoulder,  aod  the  arm  were  pnveloped  with  bandagea  which  were  aoaked 
with  pa»i?,  and  after  a  lew  hours  they  all  became  ilrj  and  hard,  and  pre- 
Tenieil  any  motion  of  the-right  side. 

-The  bifcding  Irom  the  wounds,  which  were  not  larger  than  those  made 
in  phlebotomy,  was  at  most  a  few  drops.  No  anpleasoni  sympIoiDB  ensaed, 
and  the  patient  suffered  eTen  less  than  the  m«jortir  of  t)er50D9  in  whom  I 
hare  reduced  old  dislocalions.  On  the  nioth  day  1  took  off  the  bandage; 
both  ahoulJers  had  eiactly  the  aame  level  and  form,  and  thete  was  oaitner 
The  punctDtes  in  the  a\illa  had  completely  healed,  and 


Bcarcely  a  trace  of  them  could  be  found ;  there  was  no  collectian  of  blood  o 
IHI8.    The  arm  was  already  capable  of  motion,  and  its  actiom  were  far  1 
nindered  than  they  ar»  sumelitnes  after  the  reduction  of  recent  dialoeatio 


because  in  them  there  is  oftea  for  a  long  lime  a  aentilire  conttaciion  of  the 
uDnaturtUly  stretched  muacles,  while  in  this  case  the  dirisiun  of  [he  resisting 
mu«cles  and  of  the  newly-formed  joint  not  only  rendered  the  reduction  pos- 
sible, but  at  the  same  tinie  diminished  its  after  consequencea.  The  limb  is 
DOW  again  restored  to  perfect  utility. 

The  professor  adds,  that  he  bad  lately  occasion-to  reduce  a  luxaiiun  of  the 
foot  backwards  of  upwards  of  a  year's  siaadioir,  by  dividing  the  teodo  acbil- 
iis,  which  forcibly  drew  the  heel  upwards.  This  limb  alto  became  naeful 
again. 

Obiervalion*  on  dtffitte  infiammation.  Bg  Henry  Kennedy,  At.  S.' — 
This  is  an  elaborate  essay  on  a  very  important  snbject.  We  regret  thai  we 
have  only  room  for  the  conclusions  which  Dr.  Kennedy  considers  a*  waf 
ranted  by  the  invcsUgaiion  entered  upon  by  him.    They  nre  as  follow:— 

1.  Thai  diffuse  inBammaiion  will  nut  attack  a  peraon  in  perfect  herith. 

2.  That  the  bad  state  of  health  preceding  diffuse  inflammation  is  power- 
fully caused  by  aniiety  of  mind,  by  great  bodily  fatigue,  by  shocks  of  the 
nervous  system,  bv  improper  diet,  or  by  any  thing  which  has  a  tendency  to 
lower  the  general  healthy  tone  of  the  system. 

3.  That  this  deranged  slateof  the  health  is  si 
itaieof  the  bowels. 

4.  That  when  once  this  unhealthy  condition  is  established,  the  slightest 
eanse  is  capable  of  inducing  diffuae  inflammation. 

5.  That  venous  iuflaiiimation  does  net  necessarily  cause  difl'use  inflamma- 

6.  Thai  veneMction  may  cause  diffuse  inflammaiion,  the  vein,  however, 
remaining  healthy. 

7.  That  when  venona  inflammation  does  exist,  the  fever  which  accompa- 
niea  il  is  more  likely  to  be  of  the  typhoid  type  than  when  diffusa  infiamma- 
tion exists  alone. 

e.  That  diffuse  inflammation  may  attack  several  pans  of  the  body  in  rapid 
euccession,  or  ii  may  be  confined  to  one  part,  aa  the  hip,  or  one  organ,  as  the 

9.  That  pus  may  be  poured  out  into  the  joints,  serous  cavities,  or  cellular 
simeture,  without  any  appearauce  of  surrounding  inflammation. 

10.  That,  at  the  rer^  onset  of  the  attack,  the  free  application  ofiheactaal 
canlery  holds  out  a  fait  probability  of  cheexin);  the  disease ;  bat,  when  once 
formeff,  free  and  deep  incisions  are  the  only  treatment  on  wbidi  any  rdiance 
can  be  plared. 

•  Dablin  Joupnil.  Jan.  IMO;  and  Br.  and  For.  Med.  Rcr.  1840,  p.  S7& 
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Profeitor  R.  DuHgliaon, 
Tbc  rollowiue  ease,  which  1< 
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L  J0XE8,  Ifc  D. 

ClRfaTlllt,  OUo,  Afut  IM,  leio. 


Tbc  rollowiue  ease,  which  laielv  occamd  id  mf  praclic«,  I  tend  foo  «n 
Meoani  of,  thiikioit  yon  majr  pernaps  jaigt  it  worthy  of  a  place  in  your 
valuable  periodieil.    Toon,  reapeetrully, 

JOBN  D.  JORES,  H.  D. 

J—  P — ' — ,  aged  24,  of  rather  lymphatic  temperamcDt,  foor  years  ago 
was  exposed  and  coniracied  ayphilitic  disease,  as  be  luppoted,— there  ap- 
pearing a  imall  ulcer  npao  tbe  prepuce  about  the  size  or  a  foDrpenee,  of 
rather  an  iodoleDl  character.  At  this  lime  he  applied  to  a  physician,  who 
piescribed  blue  pill,  witboot  any  benefit  ta  tbe  ulcer;  there  was  DMhiag  lika 
mdnrated  glands,  or  any  discba^  from  the  oretbta ;  he  eoDiinoed  the  ase 
of  lb«  pills  for  three  months,  dariDg  which  lime  he  (oak  upnards  of  400  six 
graiffl  pills,  siilt  continDiaR  to  work  hard  on  the  farm.  At  the  expiration  of 
ibis  time,  be  became  much  worse,  with  loss  of  appetite,  feTerisbDess,  pains 
in  bis  limbs,  aodes  on  both  libiiB  aad  craniuai;  be  woold  pass  from  four  lo  aii 
B^ta  without  aleepiog.  At  this  period,  a  change  took  place  in  his  medical 
attendants,  who  again  treated  him  with  mercniials,  guaiacum,  and  saraapa- 
rilla,  with  no  apparent  broefit.  except  irhen  he  took  tne  small  dotes  of  calo- 
mel; he  again  changed  his  pnysician  in  hopes  of  a  cute,  and  was  ordered 
the  balsam  of  copaiba,  squills,  opiuni,  uva  urei,  and  mezereou,  without  ailj 
better  success.  He  was  visited  Dy  a  foutth  pbysiciao,  who  ordered  a  de- 
coctjoa  of  arcHum  lappa,  alternated  with  mercurial  purges  and  guaiacuiti. 
which  relieved  biro  somewhat;  he  affain  relapsed,  when  another  medical 
attendant  was  sought,  who,  in  addition,  directed  the  acetate  of  morphino 
and  the  warm  bath.  The  opiates  bad  the  effect  of  quieting  the  iriitaeilitj 
and  lolling  tbe  pain,  so  that  he  could  pass  the  time  more  comfortably:  this 
last  adviser  havinr  moved  away,  his  fourth  pbyiiician  was  again  called,  wilb 
two  others,  who  decided  npon  using  small  aoses  of  cotrosive  sublimate,  ib- 
ereaaed  lo  a  very  considerable  extent,  which  again  relieved  him  somewhat. 
He  continued  to  pass  his  time  in  this  manner,  when  I  visited  him  in  com- 

£ny  with  one  of  his  physician*  in  May  last;  he  was  then  much  emaciated; 
Be  somewhat  bloated;  pains  in  both  knees  and  ankles;  nodes  on  the  shafts 
of  bothtihiK;  bia  cranium  would  have  bid  defiance  to  the  scrutiny  of  a  Oatl 
or  SpuTzheim,  so  mncb  was  it  deformed ;  appetite  bad ;  respiration  natural ; 
ckii)  dry  and  hard;  uriue  scanty  and  high  colonrod;  be  was  in  tbe  babit  of 
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•akio^  large  opiate*  to  procure  any  alleTJaiioD  of  bis  suffering,  and  when  the 
opiura  tvas  wirhhetd  be  would  cry  like  a  child. 

This  case  was  viewed  as  tsecondary  syphilii  by  all  his  medical  ittendanu, 
and  treated  accord! Of ty,  with  the  result  detailedaboTe.  AFler  invest igalio^ 
the  case  from  the  commencement,  I  decided  it  to  be  periosliiis  rroin  injudi- 
cious use  of  mercurials,  to  which  two  of  rav  medical  friends  agreed.  Tb« 
next  problem  to  be  solved  was,  what  eoulo  be  done  (bat  had  not  already 
b^en  done  by  prafeBsionsl  men,  eminent  for  their  practical  and  scientific 
altainmeois?  I  considered  this  a  fair  case  for  the  eihibiiion  of  the  pkyto- 
lieca  decandra. 

In  the  first  place,  I  withheld  the  opiates,  and  gave  the  extract  of  siramo- 
niuni  in  grain  doses,  increasing  it  half  a  grain  every  day  as  long  a*  the  lys- 
tem  would  bear  ii,  with  laxalivea;  be  continued  the  use  of  the  slramonium 
pills  for  three  days,  when  they  could  no  longer  be  bame,  which  had  the 
effect  of  breaking  up  the  habit  ot  taking  opium.  I  then  procured  ten  pounds 
of  the  recent  root  of  ibe  Phytolacca,  and  nailed  it  in  half  a  gallon  of  water, 
nntil  about  a  quart  remained.  This  decoctiou  being  stiained,  and  some 
spiiLts  added  to  prevent  fermentaiion,  I  ordered  a  wine  glassfnl  three  limes 
a  day.  This  agreed  pretty  well  with  the  stomach;  ptoduclnga  prickling 
sensation  over  the  whole  surface,  and  acring  slightly  on  (he  oowels.  He 
had  noi  taken  the  decoction  more  ihaik  two  days  when  his  appetite  returned; 
the  pains  were  scarcely  felt;  slept  comfortably ;  he  continued  iheir  use  for 
one  week,  ihen  Irfi  off  for  some  leoglh  of  time; — this  and  exercise  on  horse- 
back have  so  fat  restored  his  shattered  consiituiiou,  that  be  can  walkabout 
the  farm,  ride  to  town  the  distance  of  three  miles,  and  is  evidently  convales- 

I  do  not  think  thai  the  stramonium  had  any  effect  but  to  break  in  upon  the 
iiabit  of  the  excessive  use  of  opium  ;  for  after  its  exhibition  the  patient  con- 
tinued in  the  same  condition  until  (be  decoction  had  lime  to  Bet:-~ISibiok 
physicians  have  not  given  the  Phytolacca  io  sufficiently  large  doses. 


Art.  II.-CASES  OF  HYDROPHOBIA,  OR  RABIES. 

BT  ALEXANnSR  KILOOtlB,  M.  V.' 

No  cases  of  hydrophobia  bad  occurred  in  Aberdeen,  or  the  northeast  of 
Scotland,  in  the  memory  of  say  iababitaot,  until  the  present  year,  (1839,) 
when  the  following  cases  of  ii  made  iheir  appcBiance.  In  the  moulb  of 
.  March  considerable  alarm  was  created  by  a  biiclt  which  was  running  about 
through  the  streets,  and  bit  a  eontiderable  oumber  of  persons;  but  it  wns 
ascertained  that  the  animal  had  been  deprived  of  her  puppies ;  and  her  fero- 
city was  ascribed  to  this  as  its  cause.  She  was  destroyed  ;  but,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  excitement  pioduced,  the  magistrates  diiecied  that  no  dog 
should  be  allowed  to  appear  on  the  streets  wiihout  being  muzzled  ;  and  thoee 
found  without  ihe  muzzle  were  taken  to  the  watch-house  and  desirojed,  or 
iheir  owoers  fined.  The  muzzles  used  were  leather  straps,  a  part  ot  which 
eoes  round  the  head  of  the  dog  an  inch  or  two  above  its  nose,  and  prevents 
it  opening  its  mouth  to  half  its  usual  extent,  or  protruding  its  tongue.  To 
save  the  expense  of  a  muzzle  made  by  a  saddler,  many  of  ibe  poor  peopla 
bad  their  dogs'  heads  conGned  by  pieces  of  cord  or  tape  fastened  tightly 
ronnd  them.  Those  not  muzzled  were  conGned  at  home,  being  generally 
tied  up;  or  were  led  about  by  their  owners  on  the  streets  with  a  siring  at- 
tached to  them.  Iq  consequence  of  the  alarm,  and  from  (be  measures  of 
security  which  were  enforced,  dogs  were  shunned,  and  when  met  with 
loose,  they  were  hunted  by  boys  nnlil  ihey  were  irriieted,  and  then  being 
declared  mad,  they  were  pursued  until  destroyed,  or  got  clear  of  (heir  pur- 
suers.   Whe(heT  from  this  sysiem  of  hunting  and  baiting  (hem,  or  (bat  tney    • 

■  Rdlnb.  Hed.  and  Snrg.  Jour.  April,  IMO,  p.  340. 
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really  were  diseased,  and  hid,  as  o»»l  when  affected  viih  rabies,  run  ihein-' 
selves  lo  deaih  in  obscure  and  UDrtequented.  places,  ibere  cao  be  no  doubt 
ibal  several  dogs  were  faaai  dead  witbio  a  mile  op  iwo  of  ibe  town,  and  of 
ihese  some  had  previously  beeo  seen  runoing  wildly  aboul  ibe  country.' 
Many  rumours  went  abroad  of  strange  dugs  having  been  observed  afiected 
with  disease,  aad  of  their  biiiog  otbers;  but  Doihiag  coutd  be  gathered  of  a 
definite  nature  when  these  reports  were  investigaled. 

Id  the  three  cases  following,  the  hislory  ofibe  bite  is  given  as  far  as  could 
be  aicetrained.  The  first  case,  as  well  as  ilie  third,  (iroved  filial  ut  the  pa- 
tients'own  houses;  the  oiber  was  admitted  into  tbe  Infirmaiv,  under  the 
ciiarge  of  my  colleague.  Dr.  Dvee,  who  has  furoished  ue  with  the  report. 
1  leave  tbe  Ibird  case  to  speak  Jut  itself.  1  did  not  see  ibe  patient  in  life, 
but  (here  i«  no  doubt  on  mf  mind,  eor  I  believe  on  that  of  the  medical  geo- 
tleoaen  who  atleitded  her,  tbai  it  was  a  decided  case  of  hydrophobia. 

I  have  ooihiDs  to  offer  in  regard  to  the  paibulogy  of  ibe  disease  or  its 
treatment.  I  believe  we  are  as  far  as  ever  from  having  any  saliefacloiy  un- 
derslaodiog  of  the  one,  as  we  are  from  possessing  means  of  ensuring  a  suc- 
cessful isane  in  the  other.  There  are  two  points,  however,  common  lo  two 
of  these  cases,  the  second  and  the  third,  that  they  took  place  iq  indlTiduali 
of  a  particularly  nervous  lemperamenl ;  and  that  the  moat  cartful  poat  nior- 
Uai  examinatioD  in  the  first  case,  aod  in  the  second  lo  the  same  eiient,  ex- 
cept chal  Ibe  spine  was  not  opened,  discovered  to  us  absolutely  nothing  that 
we  could  coDBCct  with  the  previous  symptoms.  Could  any  thing  be  gathered, 
in  a  physiological  view,  from  the  fact  tbat  all  these  patients,  when  pressed 
to  lake  fluids,  demanded  a  spoon  wiih  which  to  convey  ibem  to  the  mouth; 
and  that  they  preferred  taking  substances  in  tbe  slate  uf  pap,  for  example, 
poriidge  and  milk,  and  bread  and  milk,  or  lea  with  biscuit  soaked  in  it,  lo 
either  solids  or  fluids?  la  Or.  Dyce's  patient,  I  observed,  on  my  carrying  \ 
small  white  eanheoware  vessel  with  water  in  it  towards  ihe  patient's  bed, 
that  he  began  to  move  bis  mouth  and  throat  before  I  offered  it,  as  if  in  ibe 
process  already  of  deglutilion,  or  rather  snastieatioo,  and  what  he  look  from 
me  was  in  small  moulbfuls,  and  swallowed  as  if  after  masiieaiion,  instead 
of  a  steady  draoghL 

Case  i.— Tk«mas  Alison,  aged  10,  residing  al  Fooldee,  of  a  healthy  ap^ 
pearaace,  and  described  by  a  most  intelligent  person  in  whose  vicinity  be 
resided,  and  who  daily  saw  bim,  as  a  remarkably  smart  and  clever  but  iiicky 
boy,  was  bit  on  Friday,  ibe  lOth  of  May.  by  a  dog.  The  dog  had  at  one  time 
been  domeslicated  in  the  same  DeigiiMurbood,  but  had  afleiwards  been 
taken  into  the  country  for  B-few  miles,  where  he  had  been  bitten  by  another 
strange  dog,  and  on  geti'ng  back  to  town  on  ihe  day  mentioned,  bad  visited 
bis  old  quarter.  There  was  no  reason  for  supposing  at  the  time  that  he  was 
diseased,  snd  he  was  not  previously  considered  vicious.  A  man  in  the 
building-yard,  which  he  entered,  was  palling  him,  and  the  boy  Alison  put 
down  his  hand  for  the  same  purpose,  when  the  dog  bit  bim  in  Ihe  wiist. 

The  boy's  mother  slated  that  he  was  much  alarmed  from  the  bile,  aad 
that,  since  that  time,'  he  has  been  often  disturbed  in  bis  sleep,  rather  fretful, 
aod  Boi  as  usual  amongst  the  rest  of  the  children.  She  washed^  the  wound 
with  spiiiis,  add  applied  poultices.  On  the  21st  May,  he  went  inio  the  har- 
bour in  a  boar,  and  loslsg  his  oar^  became  very  much  excited,  and  screamed 
until  some  persons  went  out  to  his  assistance,  and  brought  him  ashore.  But. 
residing  close  lo  the  harbour,  he  was  much  accustomed  to  boaiing  in  it,  sad 
bie  mother  stated  that  hie  eiiuaiion  would  formerly  have  been  in  no  way 
alamiDE  lo  him,  On  Wednesday,  the  29lh  May,  she  observed  thai  he  was 
unusually  dull  ^d  inclined  lo  sit  by  the  fire.  She  thought  his  stomach  was 
disordered,  and  gave  htm  of  her  own  accord  a  calomel  powder,  and  on  the 
foUowing  morning  a  dose  of  senna  infusion.  On  this  day,  Thursday,  tbe  ' 
30ib,  he  was  first  observed  to  have  spasms.  On  Friday,  at  seven  in  the 
moraiag,  Dr.  Cuddie  wu  sent  for,  and  iDfonQed  (hat  th«  boy  had  bydr^ 
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Siobia.  Od  trisiliDg  him,  be  was  iiliBfled  that  laeti  was  the  eaic;  and  he 
ed  him  and  gate  him  some  purjiaciTe  m«dieine,  and  aRer  that  ealomel  and 
opium.  At  a  few  minotes  pait  one  of  ibe  aarae  dif,  I  law  him  along  with 
Dr.  Cnddie  and  Dr.  OgiioD. 

Thu  iDslant  wp  entered  the  room)  and  naaaed  the  end  or  the  bed,  which 
was  close  lo  ihe  door,  bat  covered,  ihe  ooj  started  Dp  with  a  scream,  and 
placed  himself  in  a  tittine  positioo  in  tbe  fartheit  eoraerof  it.  Mf  imprea- 
sion  at  ihst  instant,  and  all  the  time  I  taw  him,  was,  that  I  had  never  seen 
BDf  thing  like  bis  appearance,  but  that  of  a  child  who  had  beeB  greatly 
fViffhlened,  and  not  recovered  from  the  rtigbt.  Hie  connienaDce  waa  anzioos 
and  DDseiiled,  but  not  flushed  w  cadaTeric.  The  predominant  czpreasion 
was  that  or  eitreme  ftighl  and  terror.  His  ejres  had  a  pecoliarly  anactiled 
bnt  nol  wild  eipressioo.  Id  a  few  seconds  he  was  reconciled  to  onr  pre- 
sence, bat  f^nentlf  sprang  ap  to  the  sitting  poaivre  with  a  scream,  and  put 
his  hand  to  his  throat,  as  it  he  were  choking,  at  ibe  same  time  throwing  his 
head  up,  as  if  be  wished  lo  inhale  deeply.  He  would  ihen  handle  or  more 
the  bed-clothes,  but  without  any  apparent  determinate  object ;  then  sigh  fre- 
qaently  and  deeply,  and  become  quieter.  In  a  few  minotcs,  asaiR,  ihe  same 
was  repealed.  Sometimes  he  raised  himself  more  than  half  oat  of  bed, 
but  raised  his  chin  as  if  to  lengthen  his  neck,  and  carried  his  band  lo  the 
Ifaroat  and  the  bresst.  At  these  times  theie  was  an  eridenl  caicb  in  tbe 
breaihing,  or  difficult  inspiration.  There  was  in  tbe  inirrrals  of  ihese 
spasms  of  ihe  throat  jaetiiaiion  of  the  body,  and  twisting  of  ihc  month,  par- 
ticuiarly  drawing  down  of  the  angle  of  the  month  on  the  same  side  as  the 
bite.  He  very  frequently  gave  something  between  a  sigh  and  a  moan  ;  h« 
retched  occasionally,  and  brought  up  a  frothy  fluid  like  saliva,  which  was 
adhesive  and  stringy.  Whatever  he  did  was  in  a  hasty  manner:  and  his 
qnesiioQ  "Fat,"  Aherdonice  for  what,  when  be  did  not  understand  ns,  wu 
given  in  a  slarlled  way,  not  that  he  was  fiighiened  al  us,  fani  as  if  under 
trighi  from  some  other  cause.  On  offering  to  toneh  him,  be  started  up  lo 
the  further  corner  of  ihe  bed ;  bol,  in  an  inslant,  od  telling  him  that  we 
wanted  tc  feel  his  arm,  he  put  it  out  to  uf.  The  same  took  place  on  ofler- 
iog  to  touch  any  part  of  his  body ;  but  on  coaxing  him  a  little,  be  took  mv 
band,  and  conveyed  it  himself,  Brtt  to  bis  left  arm-pii,  and  then  lo  the  back 
«rbis  neck;  bui  he  had  the  greatest  sensitiveness  in  regard  to  touch,  and  no 
deliberate  examination  of  any  part  conid  be  made  from  his  restlessness  and 
aneasiness.  When  qoestions  were  put  to  him,  he  spoke  sensibly,  but  hnr- 
riedly,  and  always  as  if  in  alarm.  He  appeared  t«  take  no  interest  in  the 
conversation  we  had  with  his  mother  as  to  the  history  of  tbe  case,  nor  lo 
regard  oar  presence  or  look  mnoh  at  us,  the  frequent  pnroxysms  keeping  him 
in  a  constant  stale  of  alarm  and  pain.  There  was  no  mailer  or  inflamma- 
tory redness  about  the  scars  ota  ihe  wrist.  His  pulse,  as  far  as  cnuld  be 
ascertained,  was  very  weak  and  rapid,  about  120;  the  skin  was  cool;  he  had 
made  urine,  and  his  bowels  had  been  fully  opened  ;  be  bad  vtHoited  (he  told 
Dr.  Cuddle)  all  his  medicine.  His  mother  staled  that  he  had  had  n  swell- 
ing in  his  arm-pit  two  or  three  days  before,  boi,  as  far  as  he  allowed  exami- 
nation, nothing  of  the  kind  could  be  felt.  The  blood  taken  in  tbe  murning 
was  in  8  dark  chtl,  and  so  soft  that  the  probe  could  not  raise  it,  but  passed 
through  it.  A  tin  tumbler  of  water  was  ofiered  him,  which  he  lejecied  with 
a  start;  but  on  again  coaxing  hifn,  he  agreed  lo  take  a  drink,  provided  he 
got  a  spoon  and  a  plate.  He  then  look  two  or  three  spoonfuls  of  the  water 
into  the  plate,  and  look  a  spoonful  of  the  fluid  from  the  latter,  which  he 
awallowed.  His  hands  shook  much,  and  be  darted  the  spoonful  to  bis 
motith  suddenly,  aRer  having  as  ii  were  made  up  his  mind  to  swallow  Ibe 
water,  but  immediately  after  retching  and  vomiting  took  place. 

Before  we  left  him  I  ponred  some  water  from  a  height  on  the  plate  with- 
out hie  seeing  me,  and  be  instantly  projected  his  hands  in  a  suppliaaling 
attitude,  with  a  countentnce  of  extreme  terror,  and  then  buried  himself  un- 
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in  (b«  norpiDg,  bat  ib«l  the  puhc  was  stronger  and  the  s|iums  roore  fit- 
queni.  In  th«  eveoiag,  at  balf  pa»i  aevea,  itm  wa«  takiajt  v^ioe  porridge  aad 
milk  i  but  his  putse  was  scare«Iy  to  be  Teh ;  ih«  skin  wai  cold,  aod  bts  Tacc 
wa«  coofested.  He  was  alto  aoowwbat  delirious,  aod  iaclioed  to  be  lalka- 
ii*e,  aod  raiber  wiiir  with  Dr.  Cuddie,  wbom  be  beat  knew.  He  died  about 
il,  to  ooe  oftbe  paroijrsmB,  aecordiag  to  bis  muiiiei's  statement. 

The  body  was  examioed  by  tbe  same  parties,  aad  Mr.  Praaer,  Miigeon, 
aiaeiee«  boars  al^er  deaib. 

The  throat,  chest,  abdomen,  head,  add  spine,  were  moit  carerully  esa- 
miaed,  but  nothiag  particularly  deserring  notice  observed.  The  loogue  was 
iadeated  on  ibe  sides  by  the  leelh,  aod  there  was  some  adhesive  roacus  on 
the  palate.  Tbe  glottis  and  phaijax  were  aaiaral.  The  spaces  belwiil  the 
rings  of  tbe  trachea  were  somewhat  vascular.  The  essopbagos  was  pale  as 
usual,  except  close  to  the  cardiac  opeoiog,  where  the  lint  waa  pinkish.  The 
mocoos  coal  of  tbe  stomach  was  marked  by  some  spots  composed  or  close 
red  dots.  Tbe  iutesltaes,  pariictilarly  the  colon,  were  much  distended  with 
air,  and  giving  out  the  smell  of  turpentine,  of  which  be  bad  an  enema. 

The  lungs  were  rather  congested.  The  heart  contaiiied  semi-fluid  blood 
ia  both  ventricles.     The  liver  was  naiurat 

The  kidneys  were  rather  vascular. 

The  hraia  was  Daiunl ;  or  if  any  change,  it  was  that  ibe  great  commis- 
aare  and  corpora  atriala  were  rather  soft.  Bubbles  of  air  were  observed  in 
the  veias ;  and  not  half  an  ounce  of  fluid  in  tbe  braio.  Some  fluid  was  found 
ia  the  ibeca  of  tbe  spina)  canal.  The  chord  was  ia  some  places  more  vas- 
cular than  tisaal;  but  as  to  this  all  were  not  afooe  mind. 

The  body  was  pale;  tbe  lips  rather  blue;  the  joinb  siiSl  Tbe  largeM 
scar  was  close  to  ibe  wrist  on  its  ioternal  and  anlerioi  side.  It  was  jagged 
and  irregular  on  the  edge.  On  laying  open  tbe  part,  it  waa  found  to  be 
placed  over  tbe  ligament  blading  down  the  tendons,  and  immediately  over 
the  ulnar  aerre,  but  not  penelraiinK  to  i[,  Tbeie  was  no  purulent  matter, 
DOT  sign*  of  indammaioiy  aciioo.  The  other  scar  waa  on  ihe  hack  o(  the 
metacarpal  bone  of  the  thumb,  but  waa  healed  up,  or  left  only  a  slight  mark, 
ll  was  found  immediately  uv^r  the  posterior  brat^ch  of  the  muscular  spiral, 
hot  there  were  no  appearances  of  the  bite  having  gone  through  tbe  cellular 
lisaue.  Tbe  nerrea  were  peffeetly  healthy,  aod  DO  appearance  of  any  ia- 
dammation  of  tbe  absorbents  in  the  arms  was  recognised.  There  waa  no 
swelliog  in  tbe  arm-piL 

Case  2.— Q.  Q.,  aged  38,  manied,  a  stout,  muscular  farm-servant,  waa  ad- 
mitted into  St.  Nicholas'  Ward  about  2  p.  u.  on  Monday,  the  12th  August, 
183^  with  sym^oDis  of  hydrophobia. 

He  stated,  that  on  the  7ih  of  July,  on  atlempliog  to  tie  up  a  dog,  which 
was  supposed  to  be  unwell,  he  was  bitten  in  the  rizbt  fpre-arm  near  the 
wri^t,  and  in  the  fore  and  upper  pan  of  the  right  thigb.  To  boih  wounds 
caustic  waa  freely  applied  soon  after  the  injurv,  and  they  were  then  dressed 
with  basilicoa  and  poultices  uniil  they  healed,  which  look  place  in  about  a 
fortaight.  He  then  remained  free  from  complaint,  exceptinz  a  degree  of 
weakness,  until  the  7tb  of  August,  (five  days  a^o,)  when  he  lell  occasional 
shsrp  pains  in  the  fingers  and  right  arip,  exiending  [owards  tbe  axilla,  with 
numnnest  and  diminution  of  power  in  the  whole  extremity.  He  continued 
at  his  work,  however,  until  fialurday,  the  10th,  when  tbe  pain  in  ibe  arm 
increased,  and  extended  to  hia  neck.  He  then  applied  for  medical  aid.  He 
was  ordered  a  dose  of  calomel  and  jalap,  with  a  mixture  containing  JUitt, 
Camphora,  3iii-;  8ol^.  Muriat.  Morph.  gi.  M-,  of  which  he  waa  to  take  a 
table-spoonful  occasionally. 

On  Sunday  (lltbj  he  was  lestleax  from  oppression  about  the  chest,  with 
some  sense  of  choking.  He  had  not  taken  Ihe  mixture  as  presciibcd  ;  tbe 
powder  had  opemted  well ;  the  pain  in  arm  was  lesa  aevetCj  hut  the  arm  was 
siill  nombed.    His  appetite  was  good,  aod  be  ate  on  this  Dtgfat  a  hearty  snp- 
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per  before  goioK  '»  ^^^-  ^^  '"^  '"'^  btea  asleep  long  when  he  vas  nwaln 
by  no  o^pressire  sense  of  choking,  rroin  a  feelioz  as  if  a  iDmp  lay  at  bin 
chest,  wiih  increased  pain  ia  ibe  righl  arm,  aod  wliicli  he  dislincti]' de- 
scribed as  eitendiog  in  his  ibroat  and  ebest,  with  ilmosi  total  loss  of  power 
of  [tie  eztremiry.  Wben  be  got  up  to  drtair  some  iDasi  and  waiei  to  <|ueneh 
bis  tbirsl,  wbicb  was  rery  orgeat,  he  found  he  conld  oot  swallow  ii;  and 
whea  he  again  tried  and  SDCceeded,  ibe  eSbrt  was  foUowed  by  so  severe  a 
paruiysin  of  agitation,  choking,  and  profase  perspiration,  as,  to  ase  his  own 
words,  "almost  destroyed  birn."  He  slept  none  after  Ibis,  and  continued 
restless. 

Wben  first  seen  on  adioission  into  the  hospital  on  ibe  I3th,  he  was  being 
fed  by  the  nurse  (out  of  a  white  vessel)  with  bread  and  milk,  of  wbicb  be 
was  reported  to  bare  swallowed,  thuogh  wiib  dlERculiy,  some  spoonfuls.  He 
cmnplained  inucbofnant  of  sleep;  was  tranquil  in  mannerj  occasionally 
sighed  deeply,  but  witboul  irregular  breathing;  said  the  cotd  air  aano^ed 
biro,  and  requested  ibe  door  to  be  kept  shut,  and  Iben  gave  the  foregoiog 
account  of  bis  complaint. 

He  expressed  no  disinclination  to  take  fluids  when  ofiered  him;  but  it 
was  evident  tbe  resolniion  produced  anxiety;  and  when  the  vessel  was 
brought  near  bim,  his  eye  glistened,  and  bis  frame  and  manner  became  >gi' 
lated  and  flnrried,  but  tvithout  actual  spasni.  Tbe  impression  on  nty  mind 
at  the  moment  was  an  unvrilling  compliaoce,  or  wished  for  evasion  of  the 
question,  as  he  entreated  in  rapid  succession  boI  to  be  harried,  to  give  it  in 
aspoun,  and  that  it  should  be  warm.  Warm  fluids  produced  less  Dneasiness 
than  cold,  and  solids  less  than  either.  The  cicatrices  presealc^  nothing  ua- 
utaal;  they  were  very  slightly  tender,  of  a  deep  purple  colour,  wilbout  indu- 
ration, and  partially  covered  with  a  loosely  odiierent  scale.  Both  arms  were 
numbed,  particularly  (he  right  or  bitten  irio,  with  which  he  was  unable  to 
lif\  any  thing.  He  could,  however,  raise  It  to  bis  bead  when  requested.  He 
had  no  numbness  or  uneasiness  in  the  lower  extremities.  The  pulse  was 
abodt  100;  tongue  covered  with  a  thick,  tenacious,  while  coating,  but  moist; 
tbe  body  Was  covered  with  perspiralion. 

5".  CoTnphora;  Calormtlanoa  a.  gr.  iii.;  Opii  Pulv.  gr.  i.  .1/.  fl.  pitul.ti. 
slalim  tumenda. 

8  p.  M.  He  bad  several  short  sleeps.  From  the  first  be  awoke  agitated 
and  alarmed,  from  tbe  others  quietly.  He  took  some  warni  bread  and  milk 
with  a  little  difficulty,  but  shrunk  from  cold  water.  He  thought  biniself  not 
so  well.  Had  frequent  etuctatioos  during  the  visit,  which,  each  lime,  was 
.followed  by  B  slight  tremor  and  uneasy  motion  of  his  body.  On  ieqL:esliag 
bim  to  driok,  he  was  thrown  into  violent  agitation  before  it  bad  approached 
him,  attended  with  catching  and  deep  hurried  inipiratious,  and  he  begaed  us 
to  desist.  Sborilv  after  this  be  swallowed  one  or  two  spoonfuls  hastily,  and 
with  much  difficulty,  perspiration  continuing  profuse.  The  tongue  and  pulse 
were  much  as  at  last  repoii.  He  was  ordered  two  pills  coBtainiog  CaCameL 
gr.  iv.  Out),  gr.  ii.  Camphor,  gr.  iii.  every  I'onr  hours,  and  tbe  following  lini- 
ment to  his  back  and  breast:  T^ncl.  Opii.  Ji-  Spl.  Camph.  gss.  At/.  Amatoti. 
5ii.  Al.     A  turpentiue  enema  was  directed  to  be  given. 

August  13.  9  A.  M.  Had  taken  six  of  tbe  pills  ordered  last  uighl,  and  he 
bad  slept  several  times  quietly  though  shortly  unJil  5  a.  m.  wben  be  took  the 
last  pills.  Soon  after  this  he  was  attacked  with  violent  spasmodic  retching, 
with  a  copious  flow  of  glutirtotis  frothy  saliva  from  tbe  mouth,  mixed  willi 
dark  streaks,  apparently  blood.  He  complains  much  of  a  disagreeable  taste 
in  mouth,  with  a  sense  of  burning  al  epigastrium  and  throat.  The  breathing 
not  so  hurried  or  oppressed,  neither  has  be  the  saiiiE  dread  of  liquids,  having-, 
he  says,  helped  himself  to  some  cold  water.  A  pill  of  croton  oil  and  crttmb 
tif  bread,  ordered  at  6  a.  h.  has  only  now  been  taken,  after  much  persuasioo 
and  increased  diffi.;ully.  Feels  inclined  lo  eat,  but  positively  refuses  to  take 
more  medicine.  The  enema  produced  no  effect.  Pulse  about  130;  tongue 
more  faired  i  sweating  si  ill  profuse. 
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Noon.  He  i«  re[u>rled  to  hire  (akeo  some  biBouil  aoaked  in  tea,  wiib  liule 
difficulty,  and  contioucd  quiel  and  tolerably  comforiBble  until  half  past  I], 
wben  the  retching  and  flow  of  saliva  returned.  Has  talked  at  times  inco- 
herentljr,  affirmJQg  tbat  he  has  been  jioisooed,  and  ill  around  bim  have  con- 
spired to  murder  him.  At  present  he  ii  quiel,  but  bit  expreiaioD  of  counie- 
naoce  is  more  aozious;  spoke  sensibly;  and,  when  requested,  took  a  spoonful 
of  water  with  hea  apparent  reluctance  and  difficulty  than  last  night;  pulse 
130.  He  was  directed  (o  have  immediaiely  a  teispoonful  o(  laudanum,  to 
be  repealed  every  third  hour;  and  a  purgative  enema.  About  an  hour  aAcr 
this,  whilst  I  was  visiting  the  olbei  patients  in  the  ward  adjoining  his  closer, 
be  became  violently  agitated,  threw  himself  about  in  bed,  talking  loudly  and 
incoherenily.  while  the  frothy  saliva  flowed  copiously  from  his  mouth,  but 
without  retelling.  The  perspiration  tan  froai  bis  face.  This  al(ack  appeared 
to  have  been  brought  on  by  an  occurrence  in  the  ward, — apalieni  having 
suddenly  expired,  whose  last  shriek  be  appeared  to  associate  with  the  cry  of 
his  child,  about  whom  and  his  wife  he  raved.  The  paroxysm  soon  passed 
off,  and  he  became  submissiye,  lay  with  his  eyes  half  closed,  and  Bnrallowed 
a  leaspoooful  of  Laudanum  with  little  persaaaion  or  difficulty.  In  the  afier- 
Doon  had  several  similar  paroxysms  of  agitation.  The  laudanum  was  re- 
pealed, but  was  immediuely  rejected.  The  pills  and  the  enema  he  positivelv 
refilsed.  About  6  p.  u.  he  vomited  s  considerable  quaotiiy  of  a  blackish 
fluid,  resembling  coffee-grounds,  after  which  he  lay  in  a  slate  of  collapse  for 
about  five  minutes,  when  the  whole  body  (right  arm  excepted,  which  was 
iMcovered,  and  hanging  over  the  side  of  the  bed,}  became  cold,  and  covered 
with  a  clammy  sweat.  About  7  e.  m.  the  tame  symptoms  returned,  with  a 
aimilar  termination,  and  again  about  iwenly-Gve  minutes  to  3  p.  h.  when,  at 
the  close  of  ibe  paroxysm,  he  ceased  lo  breathe.  In  Ibe  intervals  between 
the  vomiting,  he  was  at  times  eomposed  and  spoke  sensibly,  but  more  gene- 
rally raved  on  ihe  old  theme  of  being  poisoned ;  but  during  the  whole  lime 
he  knew  and  called  those  around  him  by  their  names. 
An  inspection  was  nol  granted  by  his  friends. 

Case  3,— 2d  October,  1839.  Mrs.  D ,  aged  52,  married,  ibe  mother  of 

a  family,  and  of  sober  and  regular  hahiti,  but  of  a  nervous  temperament  and 
easily  excited,  had  been  complaining  of  what  she  ibougbt  was  a  cold  since 
the  afternoon  of  Thursday,  26th  September,  on  which  day  she  received  a 
fright  from  a  eat  destroying  a  favourite  bird  of  her  son's.  On  Saturday,  ibe 
36ih,  she  was  out  at  market;  and  on  thai  day  she  told  her  family  that  she 
was  dying,  and  requested  them  to  send  for  medical  advice  to  save  teflec- 

When  visited  on  Sanday  at  4  o'clock,  she  was  found  compluiniog  of  diffi- 
cnlty  of  swallowing,  especially  fluids,  attended  with  occasional  fits  of  dysp- 
ntea,  and  inability  of  remaining  at  rest  in  bed.  On  oBering  bet  anv  thing, 
she  felt  a  greal  sehte  of  choking  and  suffocation,  and  she  snaot  at  wnal  was 
offered  to  her,  or  took  il  in  a  hurried  and  jerky  manner.  She  bad  a  greal 
terror  at  liquids,  although  she  complained  of  much  thirst.  Her  pulse  wa; 
not  quick,  bul  weak ;  her  mouth  clammy. 

On  Monday  (30ih)  she  was  in  much  the  same  state ;  slept  very  lilite,  and 
when  she  did  so,  always  awoke  with  a  sense  of  suSbcation.  She  preferred 
sitting  up  by  the  fire  lo  being  in  bed.  Bowels  opened  by  laxative  medicines. 
Had  been  ordered  an  antispasmodic  mixture. 

Tuesday  (Isi  October).  Spasms  and  excitement  worse,  but  with  difficulty 
bad  swallowed  a  little  biscuit  and  tea.  Wat  continually  talking,  but  an- 
swered questions  disiioctly.  fancied  she  saw  persons  about  bei;  had  no 
sleep;  had  the  same  horror  when  any  thing  was  put  to  her  mouth,  and  snapl 
at  it  as  before.  At  1  o'clock  she  was  in  a  convulsive  fit,  with  twiichings  of 
eyelids  and  checks,  and  moutb  open,  with  Ihe  lonyue  partially  proKuded. 
She  died  at  3  o'clocK,  forty-seven  hours  from  the  period  she  was  first  visited. 

The  body  was  examined  twenty-one  hours  after  death.  In  ibe  brain  every 
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part  was  nalurat,  except  tbai  the  left  ibalamiis  Vat  iotei 
pinkisb  hue,  aod  Ihe  cansisteDce  doe,  ob  tbe  irbole,  so  film  na  ihe  oilier  one. 
The  cetaiti  mUrjtoiitum  was  more  than  nsmlly  vasenlar.  aod  this  siaie  was 
Terf  remarkable  in  tbe  situaiioii  of  iKe  pioeal  gland.    Ttie  veiiia  in  (he  pia 


mater,  where  it  enlers  the  fismre  of  BylTiui,  were  very  toriaous  aid  large, 
but  empty. 

The  ?iscen  of  Ihe  chest  were  DMHtat.  Tbe  onfy  tbiDg  deterring  notice 
ia  tbe  abdomen  was,  (bat  the  etooMch  was  remarkably  somIL  Its  nucotti 
membrane,^  and  that  of  the  cesopbaKUs,  were  quite  beattaf . 

On  coDsidering  all  that  we  bad  tntserred  in  ibrs  inspeciion,  and  taking  (he 
■ymptoms,  a  few  of  which  had  been  mentioned  to  aie  by  (he  medical  gentle- 
man who  attended  her,  in  onr  walking  to  the  house,  (the  above  history  haT- 
ing  been  furnished  by  bim  ibe  diry  arteT,>  I  was  struck  much  with  the  case. 
From  her  peculiar  temper,  it  had  been  looked  upon  as  a  nervous  affection, 
or  a  case  of  hTsleria;  but  it  wai  staled  by  the  friends  that  the  woman  her- 
selfwas  acutely  sensible  of  her  horror  at  liquids,  and  that  she  had  repeaiedlf 
told  them  she  could  cot  take  ihem,  but  would  make  tbe  attempt,  and  that 
the  mauner  ahe  did  so  was  such  as  to  astonish  them  all.  She  had  also  com- 
plained much  of  tbe  toid  air  when  moving  the  bed-clothes  about  her;  but 
Iher  had  noi  observed  any  thing  particular  in  ber  appearance,  nor  heard  ber 
make  any  complaint  on  the  door  being  opened.  The  husband  also  stated 
that  fibe  bad  reicbed  often,  aod  that  what  she  brought  up  was  froth  and 
"like  soap-suds." 

I  bad  oMerred  a  little  dog  on  entering  ibe  passage  of  Ihe  house,  and  had 
asked  them  if  tbe  dog  was  theirs.  The  bnsband  said  ibat  tbey  nad  had  & 
d^,  but  that  it  died  about  six  weeks  ago.  Tbey  could  not  say  what  wai 
tbe  matter  with  it,  but  it  droc^d,  and  could  not  eal  or  drink,  from  lis  tobgoe 
being  protruded,  aiul  so  swelled  thai  it  could  not  get  it  back  into  its  jnoulh. 
It  was  not  vicious,  and  never  had  bit  any  one,  nor  been  bit.  In  its  illnest 
it  paddled  with  its  month  in  water  put  down  to  it,  but  could  not  lap  it  np 
from  the  state  of  its  tongue.  It  slavered  much.  Tbe  woman  was  extremely 
Ibnd  of  it,  and  nursed  it  on  her  hoee  fre<iuentl^.  1  examined  her  hands,  but 
saw  no  scratches  or  sore».  On  farther  inquiries  being  made  at  the  huaband 
and  SODS  two  days  afteTwards  (the  womin  having  been  buiied),  tbey  slated 
that  the  doc  bad  come  home  some  time  before  its  death  with  a  cut  in  its 
head,  but  whether  by  a  dog  «r  not  they  coold  not  say;  and  they  also  stated 
that  tbe  deceased  bad  a  sore  on  her  arm,  which  she  was  in  the  practice  of 
making  Ihe  dog  lick,  in  the  belief  that  the  doing  so  would  heal  tbe  sore. 

It  was  apparent  that  the  frietids  believed  the  woman's  death  was  eouiecl- 
ed  with  tbe  dog ;  hot  they  wished  it  kepi  quiet.  Mid  h  was  with  oonaideraUe 
reluctance  tbey  gave  the  preceding  statement. 


Abt.  III.— MONESIA. 
I.  CBALOKEB,  m  a.;  txo  bt  w.  a.  w.  BuacaBKBiaflBR,  i 


Br.  R.  DwnglUon, 

Dear  Sir,— The  following  notes  on  a  new  vegetable  substance,  called 
"Moneiia,"  which  I  bad  colTecied,  if  of  any  service  le  you,  are  at  your  dis- 
posal. Hoping  that  in  them  you  may  find  something  lo  repay  for  their 
perusal,  1  renMin 

YouT  obediem  servant, 

A.  D.  CBAi.OKBa,  M.  D. 

During  the  last  winter  I  received,  Ihroogb  the  politeness  of  Dr.  Joseph 
Warrington,  (the  skiiTuI  and  accomplished  accoucheur  of  the  Philadelphia 
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wu  called  by  the  Chilians  "killeai"  or  "tptilla^  bark,  and  tlie  eiirael 
was  ated  by  ihem  as  a  toap  for  tlie  ordinary  patposei  of  wasbiag'.  Not 
haTiog  leisore  to  ciamiDe  Ibe  extract,  1  deferred  the  analysis  of  it  until  the 
summer;  in  Ifaemooih  of  April,  I  obtained  someof  tbe  "BxIracI  of  Mooesia" 
for  the  purpose  of  arresiicg  a  profuse  discharge  of  blood,  in  a  case  of  me- 
notrbagia  of  seren  weeks'  dnration. 

Oo  cxamioing  the  monesia,  I  was  struck  with  the  reaemblaoce  IwtireeB 
tbe  ciiracI  thai  I  had  received  from  Chili  and  the  monesia;  and  on  evapo- 
mtingihe  Soid  exiraci  by  means  of  the  iou'h  i^ys,  a  suhstance  was  obtained 
resembtiog  the  monesia  in  every  paiticular.  Dr.  Martin  St.  Ange,  to  his 
paper  on  mooesia,  observes  "  ibai  the  extract  of  mooesia  is  prepared  in  tbe 
country  from  ibe  bark  of  a  tree,  whose  botanical  name  is  not  kaowa ;"  on 
examining  the  "Hisioire  Naiurelle  du  Chili,  par  M.  I'Abbe  Molina,  iraduit 
d<  t'ltalien,  et  enriche  de  notes,  par  M.  Oruvel,  D.  M.,  I  find  the  foUowiag 
description : 

"Manoeeia—Polyandria — QusUaia— Hasc.  cal.  4,  phyllus  con.  o.  slami- 
DS  13.  Foemin.  cal.  4,  phyllus.  con.  o.  Slyli  i.  Caps.  4,  lucularis,  semi- 
na,  solilaria.  Folia  alieraa,  ovaio-oblonga,  indirisa,  deoliculela,  semper- 
vireotia,  pel io lata.  Pedunculi  axillares.  Flores  mascuti  el  feminei  in  eaJem 
ramo.  Calye.  foliol.  oblosgis,  persistentibus.  Stem,  capillaria  long,  calycis. 
Antber«  subrolaodal.  Oerroen  SDhroiundum.  Slyli  aubulali.  Caps.  snl>- 
qnadrata." 

QuiUaJa  Sajionaria.'—'^T\te  duillai  (quillai  sapooaria,  gen.  dov.)  This 
tree  whose  Hunk  attains  more  than  the  middle  height,  is  coveted  with  a 
thick  bark  of  an  ashy  gray;  it  is  divided  at  tbe  top  into  moor  three  branches, 
which  besr  leares  like  those  of  the  green  oak ;  the  flowers  are  the  same  as 
respects  the  siamens,  but  the  seed  is  enclosed  in  a  quadrangular  capsule. 
The  wood  of  the  quiltai  is  very  hard,  and  difficult  to  be  split ;  it  is  on  this 
account  that  the  peasants  make  stirrups  of  it;  but  what  makes  this  tree  more 
valuable  to  the  Chilians,  is  the  bark,  ■which  being  palverittd  and  mingled 
with  a  n^cient  quantitji  of\cnter,foam»  like  toap,  and  hai  the  eame  ^ect 
in  removing  greate  from  woollen  and  other  gtvffa.  The  commerce  which  is 
carried  on  with  this  bark  is  considerable;  the  Peiuviaos,  especially,  import  a 
lar^  quantity.  The  name  of  the  tree  is  derived  from  the  Chilian  word 
qtuUean,  which  signifies  to  Wash." 

The  bark  which  I  have  received  from  Chili  accords  with  the  above  de- 
scription of  the  fuiUat  in  every  respect.  Jtfonwio— its  properties :— it  is 
■oloble  entirely  in  water— nearly  insoluble  in  pure  alcohol— is  incompatible 
with  the  following  substances:  acetate  of  lead,  corrosive  sublimate,  sails  of 
iron,  iodine,  ferru-cyanutei  of  potassium,  tbe  pure  alkalies,  potaasa,  soda,  and 
ammonia— which  I  hare  ascertained  by  eipeiimenL  lis  watery  solution  is 
decidedly  acid,  turning  litmus  paper  to  a  Wight  red  colour.  .  The  lasia  of 
tnonesia  is  peculiar:  first  sweet,  soon  asliingeni,  then  acid,  and  finally  pui- 
^nt  and  permanent,  especially  in  tbe  fauces ;  it  also  thickens  the  ssiiva — 
ii,  when  in  the  state  of  a  fine  powder,  it  be  snufled  up  the  nostrils,  it  causes 
violent  coughing  and  sneezing.  [  have  used  the  munesia,  in  the  fonn  of  pill 
(3  grs.  each),  in  menorrhagia*  and  dysentery,  given  every  two  or  three  hours 
according  to  the  violence  of  the  disease,— as  an  ointment,  io  the  proportion 
of  8  grs.  of  monesia  to  3J  of  simple  cerate,  in  herpes  labialis,  with  enect, — 
also  the  tincture,  io  the  proportion  of  30  grs.  to  fjj,  as  an  application  to  in- 
dolent ulcers  and  scrofulous  abscesses. 

After  the  external  application  of  the  monesia,  either  in  tbe  form  of  an 
•inlmeot  or  tincttire,  seveie  pain  and  smarting  easnea,  which  passes  ofl) 
however,  in  about  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes.    Tbe  watery  infusion  has  been 

—A.  Die. 


■  This  deseriplion  I  have  Innrislad  literally.— A.  T>.  I 
*  Tide  Mfdieal  EiimiDsr,  vol.  ill.  pp.  307,813,  du. 
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tised  iviih  success  in  lines  capitis, — [he  Cbilian  ladies  wash  their  luii  wilb 
it,  making  the  hair  silky  and  smooth. 


My  dear  Sir,— I  regret  thai  I  have  out  yet  heard  from  niy  friend  Dr.  Styles 
on  ihe  subject  of  the  extract  ofquillai,  which  is  supposed  hr  Dr.  A.  D.  Cha- 
Inaer  to  be  the  same  article  as  moaesia,  which  has  aiiracted  so  much  att«D- 

I  spent  [he  first  half  of  the  year  1837  in  Chili,  and  there  became  acquaint- 
ed wjlh  the  quillai  baik,  and  though  I  was  (old  it  was  used  mediciually  by 
the  Indians  or  aburigioal  nalivi^s,  I  oever  karned  any  thing  in  relation  to  its 
specific  application.  As  I  have  stated,  it  was  known  more  for  what  naigbt 
be  considered  its  domestic  virtues  than  tnedicioal  qualities.  On  my  return 
from  Chili  in  the  autumn  of  1829,  I  brought  some  of  the  bark  lo  this  cily ; 
but  I  do  not  know  that  1  was  the  first  who  did  so.  I  spent  parts  of  the  years 
1831,  2,  and  3  on  the  coast  of  Chili,  and  when  1  lef^  Valparalao  in  October, 
1833,  the  extract  ofquillai  was  not  known  [here.  I  broaghl  homa  with  nte 
a  very  considerable  qunniiiy  of  ibe  bark,  for  the  purpose  of  causing  experi- 
ments to  be  made  wilb  it,  to  ascertain  whether  it  might  not  be  useful  in  the 
arts;  and  about  the  same  time  several  ions  of  ihe  bark  were  imported  iaio 
Baltimore.  In  April,  1S35,  1  received  a  tetter  from  my  frieiul  Dr.  J.  Styles, 
of  Valparaiso,  informing  me  that  a  foreign  pharmaceutist  had  prepared  an 
extract  from  Ihe  quillai,  from  which  he  hoped  (o  derive  grcai  benefits,  if  ex- 
periment should  prove  ilie  exlrac[  [o  be  a  valuable  medicine,  as  was  sus- 
pected. As  I  was  on  the  eve  of  departure  from  the  United  Stales,  1  was 
not  able  lo  cause  its  virtues  to  be  tested  as  I  had  been  requested  to  do. 

When  in  Chili  in  1837,  (be  fluid  exlracl  of  quillai  was  not  in  general  use 
as  a  raediciae;  hut  chieQy  known  as  a  cleanser  of  woollen  and  silk  stuffs. 

>i  more  extended 

Chili— at  least  not  upon  the  coasi;  perhaps  for  the  n 
not  sufficiently  abound  in  (he  country  lo  render  its  haik  procurable  at  an  ex- 
pense which  would  bring  it  iniopompeiition  wilb  soap. 

M.  Ui?roard  Detosne  describes  the  bark  from  which  the  monesia  is  pre- 
pared flj  ofa  deep  brownish-red  colour,  and  presenting  a  clean  fracture  (ate 
pa^  3  of  his  brochure.)  How  far  this  description  applies  to  (he  haik  of  the 
quillai,  and  to  (he  dry  extract  prepared  from  it  ia  Chili  in  1834  or  5,  you 
can  judge  by  the  specimens  which  1  herewith  send  for  your  acceptance. 

I  have  employed  a  cold  infusion  of  the  bark  in  several  affections  of  the 
skin  of  mild  character,  and  as  a  wash  for  indolent  uleers  with  aivanlage; 
and  in  one  case  it  proved  (o  be  an  effectoal  remedy  for  itch. 

"The  quillai  is  the  bark  of  the  quiUaja  aaponaria — Molina,  a  large  tTe« 
growing  at  iba  fool  of  bills  and  io  the  mounUtn  valleys  of  ChJIi.  When  the 
bnk  is  nroken  into  small  pieces,  and  infused  in  cold  water,  it  forms  a  suds 
similar  to  that  of  soap.  With  this  the  ladies  of  Chili  ar«  in  the  babil  of 
washing  iheir  heads,  once  in  about  tea  da^s ;  they  say  it  preserves  the  scalp 
from  dandruff;  it  eertaialy  gives  the  bair  a  very  clean,  glossy  appeaiance. 
Besides,  it  is  also  useful  tor  cleansing  cloths,  silks,  and  crapes  from  grease, 
wilbout  injuring  either  (heir  texiure  or  colour;  and  ii  is  sometimes  used  as 
a  medicine,"' 

Tbe  quillai  bark  is  brought  to  market  in  bales,  or  rather  bandies,  contain- 
ing each  from  one  to  two  hundred  or  more  pounds.  The  bark  is  in  pieces 
ofTrom  three  to  five  ot  ail  feet  long,  from  two  (o  eight  inches  wide,  depend- 
ing very  much  upon  the  size  of  the  trunk  from  which  it  may  have  been 
stripped.  The  (ree  grows  son]e(imes  to  (he  height  of  40  or  50  feet,  haviog 
a  diameter  at  tbe  ground  of  from  one  to  (wo  feel. 

'  Page  100,  "  Throe  Yaars  in  tbe  FaciSc,"  Cirej,  Lei  i,  Blancbard,  1834. 
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Bzteraallr  (he  bark  u  Tough,  and  of  a  deep  reddish-brown  coloar;  its  ii 
lernal  surrac«is  smooth,  of  a  crenm  white,  which  darkens  by  n^e;  and  whe 
recently  dried,  is  almost  entirely  covered  by  minute  crysialTine  panicle 
When  brokea,  ibe  inoFr  bark  is  found  lo  be  tough,  compared  with  its  outi 
eoreriog,  aud  may  be  stripped  into  ribbons  and  pliant  shreds  $<  '  -  ' 
in  length.     The  intersiicea  of  its  fibres  3«em  to  be  full  of  an  al 


^t  with  the  lioiag  membrane  of  the  nose,  excites  sneezing,  and  some* 
limea  a  slight  setiee  of  stricture  about  the  fauces.  Its  taste  is  peculiar;  at 
first  alight,  then  sweetisb,  tvarm,  and  finally  leaving  an  unptcaEanl  imprea- 
■ioD  upon  the  fauces  like  that  produced  by  chewioc  senega,  which  endures 
for  some  time.  The  old  bark  floats  in  water  uutiT  it  becomes  thoroughly 
wei,  when  it  sinks.  If  steeped  in  cold  water  for  eight  or  ten  hours,  in  tlie 
pioportion  of  a  handful  of  aoredded  or  coarsely  powdeied  bark  to  a  gallon 
of  water,  it  produces  an  infusion  of  tbe  colour  of  common  ley,  which,  wben 
agitated,  presents  upon  tbe  surface  a  resemblance  to  soapsuds. 

Prom  Wliat  I  bare  seeqof  the  eiiecu  ufibid  cold  iufusioa,  I  should  be  dia- 
posed  to  give  it  a  fait  trial  as  an  injection  in  leucorrhoea,  with  an  expecta- 
tion of  very  decidedly  faTourable  results — probably  more  remedial  than  (hose 
which  have  been  derived  from  a  similar  application  of  the  mouegia  in  this  ' 
afleclioD. 

The  means  of  rerifying  tbe  eipeiiments  made  by  Dr.  Chalooer  are  at 
band  in  this  city;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  those  who  have  tbe  opportunity 
will  not  fail  to  seize  upon  it,  to  set  the  question  at  rest,  whether  monesia  and 
(he  extract  of  quillai  are  prepared  from  one  and  the  same  tree.  It  majr  be 
discovered,  perhaps,  that  monesia  consists  of  extract  of  quillai  with  an  addi- 
tion of  glycyrrhiza,  &c.  My  own  experience  does  not  warrant  me  in  ex- 
pressing a  decided  opinion  upon  this  suggestion. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly  yours, 

W.  S.  W.  RosCBENHiBaEn, 
41  South  Bigbtb  street,  SepL  1840. 

Fro/ettor  It.  DungHgon. 


AmT.  IV.— ON  HYDROPHOBIA. 

BY   JAHBB    MB18G,    H.    D.,    PHILADELPHIA. 

Dear  Sir,— Your  statement  in  page  170,  of  (he  "New  and  successful 
treatment  for  tbe  preveotioo  of  hydrophobia,"  by  Dr.  MiroS^  of  St.  Peters- 
burg, demauds  a  notice.  Let  us  endeavour  to  lay  open  the  mystery  of  tbe 
disease,  although  we  cannot  cure  il. 

No  possible  objection  can  be  made  (o  the,  treatment  Dr.  M.  prescribes,  bc- 
cinse  all  oiber  modes  have  failed;  the  way  is  therefore  clear;  but  part  of 
tbe  prescription  is  not  original,  viz.  dressing  the  wound  with  tbe  ointment 
of  red  precipitate  of  mercury;  tbe  use  of  which  can  only  be  to  keep  the 
wound  opea,  and  ibus  lavonr  the  discharge  of  the  canine  virus.  The  dto- 
ba6fe  benefit  derived  (>om  the  practice  has  repeatedly  been  experlencea  by 
persons  bitteu,  who  have  been  enabled  to  keep  up  a  drain  from  the  part  for 
some  time.  I  say,  and  italicite  the  word  "  probable,"  because  no  man  can 
with  any  but  a  shadow  of  propriety,  ascribe  bis  success  in  tbe  prevenlioQ 
of  the  disease  to  any  Internal  or  local  treatment,  when  il  is  known  that  not 
one  in  twenty  of  those  bitten  takes  the  disease.  Such  is  ibe  chance  for  an 
escape,  and  such  is  tbe  calculation  of  moiialiiy  from  a  bite,  formed  from 
ample  experienr.e.  A  policy  of  life-insurance  of  a  bitten  person  might  be 
based  upon  this  datum.  It  has,  moreover,  oflen  happened  that  persons  bitlen 
by  a  Aug  paid  no  attention  to  their  wonnds  and  remained  well,  while  others 
biiien_by  (he  same  dog,  and  treated  by  eicision  of  (he  pari  or  caustic,  died 
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of  ihe  disease.)  Besides,  it  Dr.  Miroff  hail  been  (amitbr  wiih  tbe  facts  oq 
brdrophubi*,  be  would  hare  known  ibai  "one  jrear  or  more"  was  not  enough 
to  leal  ihe  infallibility  of  his  oi  any  ireatment;  Tor  tbe  virus  has  remained 
much  longer  insciiTP  in  the  system,  and  yei  was  roused  into  action  with 
fatal  effect.  Very  old  medical  auihors  assert  thai  fifteen  and  even  iweatf 
years  and  more  nave  elapsed  between  tbe  reception  of  a  bile  and  the  ap- 
pearance of  tbe  disease ;  to  these  lung;  intervals,  however,  1  must  demnr ; 
neveiihelesa,  I  gave  credit  to  and  bare  recorded  one  ondeniable  case,  in 
which  three  years  and  four  months  intervened  after  a  bile  uniil  the  symp- 
toms appeared.*  If,  iben,  1  should  be  asked  why  longer  intervals  cannot  be 
credited,  I  can  only  reply,  that  (here  is  no  record  of  a  ease  of  the  genoine 
disease  having  appeared  after  tbe  virus  bad  remained  iaaciive  for  such  long 
peciods  as  just  nieoiioned ;  the  mere  ip»e  dixit  of  the  old  medieuf  authors 
will  not  be  received  as  truths  in  the  present  srarching  age.  "What  ran  we 
reason  bui  from  wbal  we  know?"  There  can  be  no  question  of  lite  interral 
between  the  bite  and  the  disease  of  three  years  and  four  months,  and  until 
it  is  clearly  ascertained  that  a  longer  interval  has  occurred,  we  musi  set 
down  the  first  of  those  periods  B«  the  limits  to  our  belief  of  the  isaeiivity  of 
the  virus.  How  it  happens  that  a  potsoo  so  inveterate  and  uncontrollable 
when  it  does  operate,  should  remain  so  long  dormant  in  the  system,  and 
even  sometimes  when  other  acute  diseases  have  been  sustained  and  treated 
during  its  quiescence,  is  one  of  the  masteries  of  ihe  animal  eeonomy  well 
worth  iDvesiigating,  and  one  that  would  forma  pioper  subject  for  the  Boy  la- 
ton  (Boston)  aannsl  prize,  or  for  a  pme  from  the  learaefl  body,  tbe  College 
ofPbysiciaDS  of  Philadelphia. 

In  the  year  1818,  tbe  AU»m,a  p^anlago  was  strongly  recommended,  in  an 
express  Irealise,  by  a  Russian  counsellor  of  slate,  as  a  remedy  for  the  dis- 
ease, on  the  authority  of  a  prtuant,  who  was  said  to  have  been  very  sne- 
cessful  in  the  treatment  of  it.  This  is  a  common  inarsb  and  ditch  plant  of 
Europe  and  the  United  Slates.  In  Ihe  year  1821  was  published  the  plan  of 
treatment  by  Dr.  Marocbetii,  of  Russia.  Tbe  chief  iheory  upon  which  he 
laid  great  stress  was,  ttiat  the  virus  is  conveyed  in  full  force  to  the  two 
sublingual  glands,  one  on  each  tide,  between  Ihe  genio-glosti  muscles,  the 
lower  jaw,  and  the  inner  membrane  of  the  moulh,  which  immediately  covers 
them,  and  that  Ihe  virus  is  conveyed  to  the  eitremities  of  two  oi  three  secre- 
tory ducts  proceeding  therefrom,  formins  one  or  two  small  tumours  of  un- 
equal size,  which  are  to  be  opened  by  a  lancet,  and  a  few  drops  of  sanious 
lymph  evacuated  etid  spit  out.  The  mouih  is  thon  to  be  washed  with  a  de- 
coction of  genista  (broom).  Dr.  M.  says  he  loo  was  indebted  for  a  know- 
ledge of  the  discovery  to  a  Ruttian  peaaatit,  who  had  been  very  successful 
in  the  Iieatment  of  tbe  disease.'  A  due  estimate  of  the  authority  to  be 
Biiacbed  to  such  a  source  of  medical  instruction  as  a  Russian  peasant,  of 
whom  not  one  jn  ten  thousand  can  read  or  write,  and  are  probably  as  ii{DO- 
nnt  and  stupid  as  any  iobabilanis  of  ihe  earth,  may  be  easily  formed.  Tbe 
Aliama  and  Dr.  M.'s  method  of  treatment  appear  to  have  had  their  day.  I 
have  not  seen  tbe  particulars  of  any  cases  treated  by  either  the  first  remedy 
or  tbe  last  plan,  and  I  presume  I  never  shall.  Dr.  MirofT's  is  the  third  Rus- 
sian mode  of  ireatiiient,  ihe  merits  of  which,  at  least  itt  tbe  United  Btatea, 
remain  to  be  asceitained,  for  I  most  enier  a  caveat  against  reported  cases 
from  Russian  physicians  or  Russian  peasants. 

James  Mgasb. 
8epLS9d. 

Projettor  Dnttgltton. 

'  See  my  piper  "On  S<nilie.Stona  md  other  RGmciliei  fnr  tho  Prevention  and  Core 
of  DiwjNS)  f>Dm  Snake  and  Dag  Biln."  in  Cole's  .Med.  MuKum,  vol  v.  p.  1. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL  NOTICES. 

GanmWt  Hittary  of  Embaivting,  6y  Harlim.' 
Thit  work  ronns  bd  ocuto  of  264  p*gt*,  Dcatly  bound  id  boards,  and,  to- 
gcthcT  vilb  Domerovt  «dditioDa,  maj  be  parcbiBnl  at  a  price  murh  leu  than 
the  origiaat  could  be  imported.  Mr.  QanDal't  process  liaa  already  been  in- 
trodnced  ioio  the  great  aoatofDical  scbooli  of  Paris.  Tbe  MontyoD  prize 
bat  been  awarded  lo  tbe  aoihor  by  tbe  National  Instilate ;  he  waa  alao 
equaJlf  complimented  by  the  Royal  Academy  of  Medicine, 

Of  Dr.  Harlaa'a  qualifies  I  Jooa.BB  a  translator,  thoroughly  iBfortned  on  tbe 
■nbjecf  of  his  author,  no  one  can  doubt, — engaged,  as  he  baa  long  been,  in 
making  preparations  on  hnman  and  comparatire  anatomy ;  and  by  his  recent 
residence  In  Paiii,  having  bad  ample  oppurlaniiiei  for  wjinessing  tba  results 
ofGannal's  processes,  and  of  rarious  aoalogoni  improTementt.  We  agree 
with  Dr.  Harlan,  tbat  the  Tolame  before  us  embrace!  lubjecia  of  interest  to 
both  the  general  and  tbe  professional  reader,  and  that  it  coatains  "india- 
peoaable  material  for  the  researchea  of  tbe  practical  aoalonisi  and  sindent 
of  naioral  history." 

Stoku't  Lecture*  on  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Phytic,  by  BtU? 

it  ia  scarcely  necessary  for  us  to  repeat  what  we  have  already  said  loach- 
ing  the  ralue  of  Stokes's  Lectures.  Tbe  first  edition  appeared  in  the  pagea 
of  this  Library,  and  the  only  collected  copy  of  hia  writing*  prior  to  tbe  pre- 
sent existed  in  that  form ;  for  whether  it  is  that  the  lecluies  are  not  as  highly 
prized  in  Great  Britain  as  (hey  are  taeie,  or  tbat  some  other  canse  may  be  in 
action  with  which  we  are  unacquainted,  they  hare  only  appeared  there  in 
the  pages  of  a  periodical. 

Dr.  Bell  has  added  to  Dr.  Stokes'a  leelorea  certain  disaerlatioaa  to  wlucb 
ha  has  givea  the  same  term,  and  endearonred  to  aecommedaie  ibc  laKgoaga 
as  if  they  bad  .been  addressed  lo  a  claas  of  students. 

Of  the  iwetve  lectures  added,  one  is  on  the  characteta  of  lypbna  and 
typhoid  ferer ;  no  less  than  aetea  are  on  eoitgastiTe  ferer ;  and  tbe  rest  dia- 
cnss  cholera  in  its  Tarions  forms,  the  exanthemata,  rheumatism,  and  ahroaio 
laryngitis. 

To  render  Dr.  Stokes's  work  more  eitensirely  tisefnl,  we  shoold  har« 
adopted  a  different  course  from  tbat  panned  by  Dr.  Bell.  As  fat  as  the  work 
went,  it  was  raluable  in  many  respects.  It  was  not  only  iosiruetire,  bat 
attractive;  yel  it  wa«  conicsaediy,  as  a  guide  to  tbtstudDiit,  imperfect.  This 
imperfifction  wonld,  in  oor  mind,  bare  been  batter  sopf^ied  by  dividing  tba 
chapters  or  "lectures"  on  eongestire  fever  amongst  anhjecte  anyone  of  wbioh 

■  HiatoiT  of  Embalmitig,  snd  of  Prapmtinni  in  Anitomt,  Pdboloiry,  aad  Nitoral 
BUtory;  incladicf  an  icconni  of  ■  Ne*  Procen  of  Embtfrohif.  Elv  J.  N.  OaaaaL 
Partii,  1838L  TraoiUted  frooi  the  Franeh,  with  notra  and  siMitiaiu,  by  R.  Uarlan,  M.  IX 
8To,pp.964.    Pbiladetphu,  1840. 

■  LeMorM  on  the  Thmry  and  PradiM  of  Phyiio.  By  Willian  SUdt^  M.  D.  &c  &«. 
9d  AmericaD  edition,  with  DumerDiu  Note  and  13  sddilwul  Leetoraa.  Bf  Jcho  Ball, 
M.  D ,  LcetarcT  on  tbe  Intitatea  of  Hadicin*  and  Medical  Jariapradeon,  dto.  &c  8vo. 
pp.  673;    PhUadalphii,  184a 
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voulcl  bare  been  equally  iiftporiBiie.  As  it  now  is,  the  siudent  ma;  id  Tain 
look  for  information  on  socne  of  the  roosi  interesting  diseases;  and  eren  bia 
rererence  to  what  the  work  really  does  contain  is  greatly  impeded  by  the 
want  of  an  indei.  In  tbe  first  American  edition  the  index  was  sufficieatly 
brief,  but  still  it  was  an  aid ;  wbilst  every  one  who  refers  Id  the  edition  be- 
fore us  is  compelled  to  wade  through  a  long  table  of  coDtentg  before  be  can 
find  the  reference  be  desires.  Yet  Dr.  Bell  hat  been  industrious,  the  addi- 
tional lectures  occupying  upwards  of  170  pages  of  the  volume,  and  contain- 
ing'—as  every  thing  proceeding  from  him  must  contain — information  of  much 
latere  St  to  the  profession. 


MISCELLANEOUS  NOTICES. 

Pain^t  Medical  and  Phyaiologieal  Commentarieg—We  are  requested  to 
Slate,  thai  Dr.  Paine  will  soon  reply,  in  a  pamphlel,  to  all  ihe  sliictures  of 
H.  J.  B.  which  have  appeared  in  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 
in  relation  toDr.  Paine's  Essay  on  the  Principal  Writings  of  M.  Louis,  con- 
tained in  bis  valuable  "Commentaries." 

Philadelphia  School  of  Anatomy.— The  annual  announcement  of  thi« 
school  of  anatomy,  under  the  superintendence  of  Drs.  James  M'Cliniocb, 
and  J.  M.  Allen,  contains  the  names  of  135  students,  who  formed  the  class 
of  lB3d-40. 

Philadelphia  Hotpital,  Blockley—Dr.  M'ainiocfr.— Tbe  Board  of  Guard- 
ians have  recently  appointed  Dr.  M'Clintocb  as  one  of  the  obstetrical  physi- 
cians to  this  institutioD,  in  the  room  of  Dr.  Charles  Bell  Oibson,  resigned. 
Dr.  Gibioo  will,  in  future,  practise  his  profession  in  Baltimore,  where  we 
trust  he  may  meet  with  eminent  success. 

On  the  atructwe  of  Ihe  Macula  Lutca  {Foramen  of  Soemmerivg}  of  the 
Suman  Body.  By  Dr.  Grube,  of  Koniggberg.'^The  aulbor  had  previously 
'made  many  observations  on  the  struciute  of  this  part,  but  their  result*  bad 
been  unsatisfactory,  in  consequence  of  the  length  of  lime  that  had  elapsed' 
after  death  before  the  eye  was  removed.  The  eiaminailon  here  described 
is  that  of  an  eye  taken  from  a  body  a  few  hours  after  an  accidental  rupture 
of  the  spleen. 

The  retina  adhered  so  firmly  to  the  viireous  humour  that  tbe  greater  pari 
of  the  latter  could  be  removed  only  b^  carefi)lly  cutting  with  scissors.  With 
the  naked  eye  it  was  at  once  easily  discerned  that  the  level  of  the  macula 
lutea  was  nut  a  little  raised  above  the  surface  of  the  retina.  On  placing  it 
and  the  part  around  it  under  a  microscope  magnifying  300  times,  and  com- 
preasiag  it  but  slightly,  tbe  mecutala  lutea  presented  exactly  the  appearance 
of  shagreen.  Longish-round  corpuscles,  which  were  smaller  the  nearer  they 
were  to  tbe  centre,  and  (here  not  more  than  one  fourth  or  one  Qfih  of  the 
size  of  the  medullary  corpuscles  on  the  surface  of  the  rest  of  the  retina,  were 
arranged  cloae  together  and  with  great  regularity,  like  rays  passing  from  the 
centre  to  the  circumference  of  the  spot.  Towards  the  circumference  (bey 
became  larger,  and  gradually  merged  into  the  form  and  size  of  the  coipus- 
cles  of  the  rest  of  the  retina.  The  circumference,  however,,  did  not  form  a 
regular  circle,  bat  tbe  small  medullary  bodies  radiated  beyond  it  at  some 
parts,  to  different  distanee*  from  its  outline. 

■  Mailer'*  Arohiv.  Hed  i.  1810 ;  and  Br.  and  For.  Med.  Rev.  Jalj,  18W,  p.  2SS. 
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yew  melhotlfor  the  radknl  cure  of  Varix,  and  espectally  nf  Varicocele. 
Bu  ,V.  fli corrf.'— After  pointing  out  rbe  errors  of  believing  thai  varicocele 
affects  only  persons  of  twenty  or  thirrj-  yeara  old,  and  iroa^iaing  it  lo  be  a 
coiDDiOD  coDsequence  of  gonotrhcea  or  epididymiiU,  whereas  in  fad  it  is 
more  generatlv  a  predisposing  cause  of  (he  latter  disease,  and  instead  of 
being  producea  by  ii,  is  more  often  cured  by  it ;  M.  Kicord  proceeds  lo  de- 
scribe his  mode  of  operation. 

"The  hair  must  be  shaved  froia  the- genital  organs  on  tbe  side  to  be 
operated  on,  and  the  reins  must  be  dilatad  by  making  tbe  patient  wa-lk  about 
a  little,  or  by  enveloping  the  sciolum  for  a  few  hours  in  hoi  poullices,  0(  by 
romenialions.  Thta  being  done  (iliougli  if  the  swelling  is  ai  all  limes  con- 
siderable, these  precautions  aie  unnecessary),  the  vas  deferens  must  be  sepa- 
rated from  the  mass  of  veins,  and  ttie  laitei  being  taken  up  with  a  fold  of  the 
aerotumj  a  flat  lance-shaped  needle  armed  with  a  double-looped  thread  most 
be  passed  beneath  tbem.  When  tbe  needle  has  been  passed  completely 
through  the  ikin  from  one  side  to  the  other,  tbe  veins  are  to  be  let  go,  the 
skin  alone  being  tton  held  up,  and  then  a  second  needle  similaily  armed 
must  be  passed  through  over  the  veins,  entering  at  the  same  hole  by  whiclt 
the  first  needle  was  inrust  out,  and  passing  out  at  the  same  bole  by  which 
the  first  entered.  Tbe  buadle  of  veins  is  thus  filed  between  two  double 
threads,  of  which  one  passes  over  and  the  other  beneath  it.  The  ends  of 
each  double  thread  on  each  side  are  then  to  be  passed  into  tbe  loop  of  tbe 
other,  and  now,  by  drawing  these  ends  in  opposite  directions,  the  vessels 
are  lied  beneath  the  skin.  By  this  kind  of  ligatures  the  vessels  may  either 
be  suddenly  constricted  or  be  tied  gradually  in  a  manner  something  like  that 
adopted  by  M.  Bretcbet,  or  most  conveniently  by  a  properly  adopted  «e7T(- 
n(BUd  after  tbe  fashion  of  a  tourniqaei. 

"It  is  usually  ironi  tbe  tenth  to  the  twentieth  day  that  the  vessels  are 
divided  by  ihia  means,  and  their  division  may  be  easily  recognised  by  the 
freedom  with  which  the  ligatures  may  be  drawn  from  one  side  to  the  other  , 
without  being,  aa  ibey  were  before,  retained  by  the  parts  which  they  in- 
closed. It  sometimes  happens,  that  at  the  instant  oi  the  first  coastrietion 
the  patient  suddenly  feels  rather  an  acute  pain  in  the  course  of  tbe  apeima- 
lic  cord;  it  is  usually  less  severe  ihao  in  the  other  operations  for  the  same 

Krpose;  and  tbough  it  oflen  recurs  at  the  successive  constrictions,  yet  it 
s  never  been  loog  continued,  nor  given  rise  to  any  accident.  It  is  -suffi- 
cient to  keep  the  scrotum  raised^  to  employ  some  anodyne  frictions  on  tbe 
inguinal  canal  br  the  lumbar  region,  or  to  apply  some  emollient  poultices,  to 
effect  its  removal.  Sometimes  a  alight  mdema  of  (he  scrotum  supervenes, 
and  I  have  twice  observed  rather  a  considerable  serous  effusion  in  lite  tunica 
vaginalis.  Jn  one  patient,  also,  who  went  out  of  tbe  bospitfil  and  in  a  few 
days  afier  the  operation  exposed  himself  to  great  faiigne,  a  alight  abscess 
formed  in  the  cellular  tissue ;  but  with  these  exceptions,  there  baa  been  do 
important  accident. 

"It  mnst  be  clearly  under^jtood,  that  if  the  patient  ia  strong  and  plethoric, 
be  is  to  be  bled  fiom  the  arm  directly  afler  the  operation;  that  the  bonzon- 
tat  position  most  be  maintained  till  the  vessels  are  cut  through ;  and  that 
(he  Dowels  must  be  carefully  kept  open, 

"Twelve  patients  have  now  been  operated  on  in  this  manner  at  the  Ve- 
nereal Hospital,  and  in  all  the  most  complete  and  saiisfaclory  result  has 
been  obtained.  The  three  last  of  them  were  presented  at  the  Academy  of 
Medicine;  two  completely  cured,  and  ibe  third,  who  was  operated  on  only 
(WO  days  previously,  still  wearing  the  ligature  and  tbe  aerre-naud. 

"  I  have  employed  the  same  method  for  varices  of  the  legs.  I  have  already 
operated  on  nine  patients,  some  having  simple  varicose  swellings,  and  otbera 
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vaiicoce  olcen.  Is  tome  a  t'latle  ligature  was  anffieieai,  ia  oiben  at  many 
as  four  were  applied.  Id  none  ha?e  there  occurred  aof  Bfmplom)  of  phle- 
biiji;  ihe  varicose  veins  have  beea  oblileraied  and  the  uleera  apeedilf  cica- 
trised ;  and  in  one  of  ihe  paiients  whom  I  saw  six  months  after  the  opera- 
lion,  there  nas  no  reiapse.  Still,  however,  I  do  not  think  that  this  method  is 
likely  to  be  so  successfal  in  all  cases  of  varices  of  the  lower  eitremitics  as 
in  those  of  t(   '        '    " 


Revaccination  in  iht  Prutian  Army  in  1839.    By  Dr.  LcAmtyer.' 

Total  revaecinated 41,1S1 

Of  this  Dumber  there  were  dMinct  marks  of  previous  vae- 
ciDStion  in         --.-^-,..      38.225 
inditlitKt  in        -        -        -       5J8e9 
none  in        -        .        -        .       2,367 
The  course  of  Ihe  disease  was  regular  in  -        -  19,249 

irregular  in  -        -        -      '  8,534 

And  DO  eflect  followed  io 13,698 

Oat  at  the  number  that  remained  unaffected  in  ibe  first  io- 
siance,  the  operatioa  was  repeated  with  effect  in       -       2,105 
without  effect  in  7,886 

Out  of  the  Dumber  reracci Dated,  in  whom  the  disease  ran  a  regular  course 
(19,249),  there  were  produced  perfect  pustules  as  follows: 
1  to    6  pustules  ID        -        -        6,701 
610  10  -        -        -        -        ^660 

1110  20  -        -        -        -        4,005 

2110  30  -        .        .        .  742 

Of  those  reraccioated  with  effect  id  1839  and  previoosly,'  there  were  at- 
tacked in  the  coarse  of  the  same  year,  - 

With  vaticella       -        -        18 

With  varioloid  disease      -      7 

Wiib  smallpox  •         0 

The  revaccioatioiis,  as  in  forioer  years,  were  made  panly  from  arm  to 

■nii,and  partly  (io  the  begiDDtngofibe  process)  from  dried  lymph.    Id  the 

operations  from  arm  to  arm,  the  lympb  was  takeD  partly  from  rresb-Taeci- 

naled  children,  partly  from  adults  vaccinated  or  revacciiMted.     The  results, 

'd  former  years,  were  so  far  similar  in  the  two  latter  cases,  that  true  p 


tules  eqaally  followed  from  either  source;  but  it  appeared  from  the  testi- 
mony  of  several  of  the  surgeons  ibat  there  ensued  a  more  powerful  TcaetioD, 
with  considerable  fever  io  the  stage  of  maturation,  from  the  insertion  of  the 


lymph  from  adults  than  from  children.  The  inocolatioos  from  dried  lymph 
oAen  failed. 

As  had  also  been  formerly  observed,  the  disease  was  often  remarkably 
well  characterised  in  individuals  in  whom  the  scars  of  previous  vaccinatioi) 
were  siroDgly  marked,  while  it  often  failed,  and  after  repeated  trials,  ia 
others  who  showed  no  trace  of  a  former  disease. 

By  way  of  experiment,  many  individuals,  in  whom  there  existed  more  or 
less  distinct  sears  from  anallpox,  were  vsccioated,  and  freqneoity  in  these 
there  ensued  perfeclly  good  pustules  both  as  to  appearance  and  course. 

<  Bsrl.  Medic.  Zeitoni,  ApiU  3S1, 1840;  and  Br.  and  For.  Hed.  Rev.,  Jolv,  1840,  p. 
STft. 
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Far  (h«  AmoTkan  Madlol  UMUcihr. 

abt.  I.— treatment  of  snake-bite. 

BT  W.  BECK  DIVBR,  U.  t). 

[The  following  coaunaDJcaiiou  wm  reccottjr  receirMl  from  the  zedou 
mulbor,  who  14ft  his  cauDlry  aa  a  miBsionar^r,  to  bestow  bis  valaable  senricet 
OD  the  beoighied  iobabitaDta  of  orieotal  regions.  We  hope  his  healih  iDijr 
pennil  him  lo  lire  long  in  his  useful  and  beneToleot  career;  and  that  we 
nay  receive  from  bim — from  time  lo  time — ihe  fruits  of  bis  obserratioii  ud 
re8«ctioa. 

We  hare  likewise  from  bim  a  History  of  Vaccination  in  Chiua,  which 
shall  appear  in  oar  next  Dumber.— Ed.] 

Macao.  Hay,  ISH. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  American  Medical  Library  and  Intelligencer. 
Mr  Dear  Sir, 

The  followittff  bislorr  of  the  "Treatment  of  Bnnke-Bite  by  the  NaiiTe 
PractitioBtrs  of  BeagBl,"  was  origioally  printed  in  a  Bengali  paper,  calM 
Bh&ikar,  or  The  Ban,  and  subsequently  Iranslaled  and  published  in  the  9lBt 
Bumber  of  Ihe  Calcutta  Chriitian  Observer  for  December  last.  It  treats 
npoQ  B  snbject  of  much  importance  io  itself,  sad  mskes  us  acqnninted 
with  some  native  al ex ipb armies,  as  well  as  with  the  riewa  and  practice 
of  the  Baidyas,  or  medical  men  of  Bengal,  in  regard  to  the  aciioo  and 
coanteniction  of  serpeotiiie  poison.  It  is  for  praclteal  men  to  decide  bow 
lar  the  Esculapias  of  Bengal  is  either  laiional  in  bh  theoiy  or  judicious  io 
his  ttenlment  of  his  patients. 

It  will  doubtless  interest  youi  readers  as  well  as  serve  Ihe  cause  of  huma- 
niiy  and  science. 

Most  respectfully  yours, 

W.  BfOK  Diwi. 

Treatment  o/Sttak6-Bile  by  the  Natipe  Practilioner$  of  Bengal. 
"There  are  many  varieties  of  snakes  or  serpents } — among  these  the  four 
following  abound  in  (bis  province,  viz.  the  Ookhum,  or  cow-hoofed  snake, 
a  species  of  Cobra  di  Capello,  so  called  from  a  /esl  or  fancied  lesemblance 
in  (he  spectacle  to  the  prints  of  a  cow's  hoof;  the  Kefltiyi,  or  black  serpent, 
the  black  Cobra  di  Capello  (Coluber  Na^  or  N&ga);  the  Efinor,  or  arrow 
snake,  a  species  of  serpent  which,  altaehmg  itself  to  trees,  darts  thence  like 
a  bolt  upon  its  prey;  and  the  Borl,  or  lanre  boa  constrictor.  The  bites  of  ftll 
these  arVfatal  to  file. 
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"The  poison  of  the  three  flnt,  ?iz.  ihe  OokliurB,  the  KeQtiyi,  and  the 
Kinor,  is  excessiTelf  Tirulent  and  rapid  in  iis  oneraiion.  Wh«n  a  persoa 
has  been  bitten  by  aoif  of  these,  the  virulence  of  the  venom,  so  to  speak,  in- 
stsally  affects  the  si^ht, — the  patient's  eyes  inOame,  and  presently  he  swoons 
away.  Still  the  poison  does  not  spreaa  itself  beyond  ibe  wounded  part  foe 
the  space  of  half  an  bpur;  aftet  about  that  lapse  of  time  it  begins  to  make 
its  way  into  ilie  blood-vessels.  For  half  an  hour,  therefore,  tollowing  ibe 
bite,  there  is  no  danger  tu  life;  within  tbat  period,  however,  an  iron,  heated 
red  boi,  must  be  applied  to  the  wounded  pail.'  If  this -cannot  readily  be 
done,  ttien  let  a  bandage,  drawn  very  tight,  be  applied  a  little  above  the 
part;  then  as  tbe  poison  beffins  to  ascend  the  vessels,  the  surface  ovei  them 
will  swell  or  puff  up  successively  in  spots,  as  if  a  small  pea  or  similar  no- 
dule were  passing  on.  The  momeoi  of  swelling  must  be  very  carefully 
watched,  because  the  si^bsequent  subsidence  is  mstanianeous.  Keeping, 
then,  the  eye  steadily  fixed  upon  the  passage  within  of  (he  poisonous  goatU, 
let  an  iaci«Lon  be  made  with  a  sharp  inaiiument  at  the  distance  of  three 
lingers'  breadth  above  ifae  rising  or  gibbosity  it  occasions,  so  as  to  sever  the 
vessel,  when  ibe  poison  will  spurt  out  at  the  opening  and  fall  to  the  ground. 
If,  however,  the  operator  be  unable  from  ineiperience  to  detect  this, — to  a 
common  eye,  not  very  perceptible  syhtptom,  another  easy  course  in  that  case 
is  as  folbws.  As  the  poison  cannot  readily  pass  beyond  the  place  of  Ugature, 
it  there  causes  a  fulness  like  the  gradual  swelling  or  inflaiioo  of  a  leech  in 
sucking,  seeming  to  strike  against  the  bandage,  or  against  a  bairiei  lo  its 
passage,  and  iben  receding;  from  the  shock.  This  appearance  is  easily  dis- 
cernible. Now,  if  an  incision  be  made  just  at  the  point  of  retrocession,  tb« 
renom  will  insiantly  flow  out  with  force  through  the  opening  made.  The* 
loosening  the  bandage,  let  some  salt  he  applied  to  the  wound.  The  patieot 
will  suffer  no  further  incouvenience. 

"  The  mode  of  treating  the  bite  of  the  BorA  (or  Boa  constrictor)  is  differ- 
ent, except  in  so  far  as  regards  the  application  of  a  red  hot  iron  to  ihe 
wounded  part;  this  is  the  first  process  in  any  case.  The  reason  for  this 
difference  is,  that  the  poison  of  the  Borfi  does  not  flow  readily;  two  houra 
only  after  it  bas  been  intioduced  it  b^ins  tu  gather  into  globules  or  drops, 
to  penetraie  the  muscles  and  pass  into  the  system.    If,  however,  it  here 

Kssed  bevood  the  wounded  spot,  then  let  the  part  directly  above  the  wound 
divided  with  ihe  knife,  ro  ascertain  how  far  it  has  passed.  For  no  blood 
will  flow  where  the  venom  has  reached,  nor  is  the  patient  sensible  to  pain 
from  any  incision  made  there.  Where,  liowever,  blood  Bows  upon  incision, 
Jet  the  hot  iron  be  applied  all  round  ihe  limb,  leaving  an  armlet,  as  it  were, 
of  cauterised  muscle;  whereupon  the  renom  will  discharge  itself  throogk 
the  opening,  mingled  with  serous  blood.  This  is  Ihe  only  ctrlain  mode  of 
cure  for  the  bite  of  the  fiorli,-~failing  which  the  patient  runs  the  extremeai 
rbk  of  his  life. 

"  Where,  however,  the  above  process  has  not  been  adopted,  tfaeie  is  otk^ 
mode  of  treatment  which  is  applicable  in  all  cases  of  suake-biie.  It  is  ihia. 
As  soon  as  the  patient  is  seen  to  latter  and  fall,  let  a  strong  fire  be  imme- 
diately kindled  close  to  his  head.  Then  let  a  couple  of  earthen  pots  (or 
cooking  pans)  he'broughi  and  laid  empty  upon  the  Are.  When  these  are 
thoroughly  led,  let  one  of  ihem  be  taken  up  with  a  pair  of  tongs  and  held 
very  carefully,  mouth  downwards,  over  the  patient's  head,  so  ns,  while  it 
does  not  touch  the  head  in  any  wise,  yel  to  enclose  it  partially  wilhin  its 
cavity.  When  one  vessel  cools,  lei  the  other  be  similarly  applied.  This 
course  must  be  persevered  in  for  at  least  two  full  bourt,  whereby  a  prafuse 
perspiration  will  be  excited  'over  the  patient's  whole  body,  with  which  the 

EoisoQ  will  escape  in  a  watery  state.  The  patient  will  soon  begin  to  open 
is  eyes,  and  aflera  while  will  find  himself  quite  recovered.     Those  who 

'  The  ictual  o 
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BraAma't  magic  power),  from  the  effect  prodaced.  Il  ii  effeclDal,  however, 
only  if  applied  while  the  poiton  Temaios  confined  to  the  head, — for  if  it  odc* 
•nier  the  abdameo,  Dbaawaatari  (pkfaiaiao  to  the  god«)  bimtelf  mutt  give 
op  hii  ca»e  ai  utterly  hopeless. 

"  The  people  of  this  couatr;  believe  that  poison  ma;  be  counteracted  by 
charms ;  and  a*  some  cases  have  occuned  in  which  penons  bilien  1^  anabea 
bare  recovered  for  whose  cure  charms  had  been  employed,  they  have  been 
confirmed  ia  their  belief.  la  our  opinion,  howerei,  this  is  acrouodless  per- 
soaiioD :  our  reason  for  which  we  freely  give.  The  bites  of  snakes  are  oT 
two  kinds ;  one  in  which  the  tooth  or  fang  has  only  Rciatched  the  suTface — 
this  is  attended  with  no  risk  of  life,  because  the  reptile's  venom  being  open  to 
The  influence  of  the  outer  air  of  the  atmouihere,  is  prevented  b/  it  from 
spreading :  the  air  mixing  with  or  passing  through  the  poison,  diminishes 
its  virulence  and  neutralises  its  noxions  quality.'  Henee  it  is  thai  snake 
charmers  in  such  cases,  af^er  reoitiog  their  incantations,  conclude  by  strik- 
ing two  or  three  smart  taps  upon  the  wounded  timb,  when  the  patient,  fully 
eonfiding  in  the  efficacy  of  the  process,  instantly  sits  op  qaite  recovereal 
The  by-standers,  too,  and  oiher*,  all  believe  the  core  to  have  b  " 
by  the  charm, 

"In  the  second  caseof  anake-bite,  however,  that  is,  where  the  hngs  of  the 
creature  have  stmck  deeper  and  penetrated  the  mnsele,  charms  are  of  no 
avail:  when  the  enchanter  (to  cover  bis  inability)  declares  that  Time  has 
slung  his  patient!  The  simple  truth,  however,  is,  that  in  these  case*  the 
venom  has  not  been  reached  by  the  oater  air;  whence,  in  spite  of  incanla- 
lions,  however  aH  repeated,  it  spreads  through  the  system,  and  the  man 

"The  leeih  of  the  serpent  are  not  oniversally  furnished  with  poison.  Just 
beneath  the  eyes  of  this  class  of  reptiles  ate  two  elungaled  fangs,  resembling 
the  beard  or  very  fine  feelers  of  some  small  fishes.  These  are  tubular,  and 
would  admil  the  passage  of  a  hair.  Throngh  these  tabes  the  poison  flows. 
The  poison  of  a  serpent  resembles  honey  in  appearance  and  degree  of  eon~ 
tistence.  Take  a  snake  and  place  a  metal  vessel  before  it — if  it  dart  its 
fangs  thereat,  its  poison  will  floV  into  the  vessel ;  a  drop  of  blood  placed  in 
contact  with  the  poison  will  not  mix  with  it.  Nor  will  swallowing  it  be 
anended  with  aoy  danger  lo  life:  it  will  only  cause  a  redness  of  the  eyes 
and  relaxation  of  ihe  system,  similar  to  what  are  produced  by  drinking  of 
any  intoxicating  liquor.  A  little  lime  juice,  however,  is  an  eSecloal  cure 
for  these  effe CIS.  Indeed  time  juice  is  a  specific  generally  in  cases  of  snake- 
bite. Il  soraeiimes  happens  that  tbe  eating  of  fruit  which  has  been  pre- 
v^ouslv  bitten  by  a  serpent  is  followed  with  loss  of  life;  yet  a  dose  of  half  a 
poyi  (weight)  about  7  ounces  atoirdupoise,  of  lime  juice,  would  have  pre- 
vented the  fatality;  forwent  of  a  knowledge  of  the  remedy  a  man  dies! 

"  We  have,  in  the  above,  treated  the  subject  but  slightly,  yer  arc  fearful 
our  readers  may  think  we  have  written  too  much  already.  We  will  there- 
fore only  add,  in  conclusion,  that  we  had  tested  our  prescriptions  by  pie- 
viotis  experimental  ptaciisiniE[  upon  goats,  dtc,  and  that  subsequeptly  many 
iitdividuBis  who  had  been  bitten  by  snakes,  in  followinf  the  same  coorse 
have  been  eured." 

To  Profeasor  Dungtiion,  Pkitadetpkia. 

'  From  Ihis  opiobn  (which  I  tbink  in  not  supporled  bf  fact)  1  btg  leave  lo  diflhr.  It 
b  not  clear  (bat  Ihe  abrasion  of  lbs  ostiele  by  the  fsng*  of  the  (Dike  is  unaUmded  b^ 
ri>k,  aof  Ihat  tbe  eiposaro  to  the  slmasphBre  neatraliiei  the  poiieu,  becaun  Ihe  vscoiae 
virne  >■  iatrodaced  into  Ihe  syilam  by  ■  mere  icrilcb  wltli  tha  point  of  a  lancet,  and 
if  there  ware  any  cooateractiog  poiren  in  the  ntmosphere,  Ibey  would  certainly  bs 
cflectcal  in  Ihis  esse.— W.  B,  D. 
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Art.  lI.-ANATOMICO-PATltoLDaiCAL  Rfi&EARCHES  ON 
CIRRHOSIS  OF  THE  LIVER. 

BT  ALFIBD  BeCdtJEBBI.,  PtRIS.' 

The  Dime  ciirhoiis  wrs  girea  b^  Laeonec  to  a  peculiar  afieciioii  of  the 
lirer,  in  which  ibat  organ  appeara  as  if  filled  wiih  numeroas  yellow  granules, 
which  are  somelimeB  present  in  such  numbers  that  the  surface  of  a  section 
of  the  liver  presentri  an  UDiform  yellon  colour.  Jf  this  surface  is  carefully 
examined,  M.  Becquerel  says  an  inDumerable  quantity  of  minute  granuU'- 
tioos  may  be  discovered,  nbicb  may  be  compared  to  the  lobules  of  hardened 
and  reddish-coloured  fat  which  are  cumiDODly  found  in  the  subcuiaoeoua 
cellular  tissue  of  the  thigh  and  leg  of  anasaicous  subjects.  These  little 
masses  are  someiimes  intimately  united  to  the  texture  of  the  liver,  but  they 
are  frequently  separated  from  it  by  a  ibin  layer  of  cellular  tissue,  tvhicb 
forms  a  slight  envelope  round  ibe  globules,  from  which  they  ate  easily  de- 

Tbe  exact  nature,  ibe  causes,  and  ihe  symptoms  of  this  affection,  are  very 
imperfectly  understood;  and  it  is  for  the  purpose  of  elucidating  these  points 
that  M.  Decquerel  has  published  the  present  memoir.  Laennec  considered 
thai  in  this  disease  a  new  morbid  product  was  deposited  in  the  liver,  which 
he  termed  "cirrhose,"  and  which  he  believed  might  be  also  developed  in 
other  organs  of  the  body  ;  appearing  first  in  a  state  of  crudity  and  aftetwatda 
softeuing,  Andral  stales  that  the  granules,  in  his  opinion,  merely  arise  from 
hypertrophy  of  tlie  white  or  secreting  part  of  the  liver,  which  in  ihe  more 
advanced  stages  is  accompanied  with  corresponding  alrophy  of  (he  red  or 
vascular  tissue,  giving  rise  to  that  shriveled  state  of  the  liver  geaeTatly, 
which  was  described  by  Laentiec  as  frequently  occurring  in  this  disease. 
M.  Ctuveilhier  considers  that  cirrhosis  consists  in  alrophy  of  a  great  num- 
ber of  ibe  lobules  of  the  tiver,  and  a  corresponding  degree  of  hypertrophy 
of  those  which  remain,  which  causes  the  irregular  gianulaled  surface.  Dr. 
Carswell,  who  sivea  an.  admirable  description  and  delineation  of  this  dis* 
ease  in  ihe  article  atrophy,  in  his  work  on  Falbological  Anatomy,  regards  it 
at  consisting  in  atrophy  of  the  lobular  structure  of  ihe  liver,  produced  by 
the  pressure  of  a  contractile  fibrous  tissue  formed  in  the  capsule  of  Gllsson; 
an  opinion  which,  as  we  shall  find,  very  nearly  coincides  with  ihat  adopted 
by  the  author  of  the  present  paper.  M.  BonilLaud  legards  cirrhosis  as  a  dis- 
union of  the  two  natural  elements  of  the  liver,  the  yellow  granulationa 
being  nothing  more  (han  the  secreting  lobules  undergoing  disoiganisalion  in 
consequence  of  oblileratiou  of  the  vascular  tissue,  and  consequent  obstruc- 
lioD  of  the  hepatic  circulation. 

M.  BecquereJ,  previously  to  slating  his  own  opinions  on  ihe  nature  of  the 
morbid  alteration  of  the  liver  in  cirrhosis,  briefly  reviews  the  different  opi- 
nions concerning  the  iniimate  anatomical  structure  of  Ibis  organ  in  its  natu- 
ral state;  and  he  adbeies  to  the  notion  ibal  there  are  two  distinct  subsUDcea; 
one  yellow,  which  is  the  true  secreting  tissue;  and  the  other  red,  which  con- 
sists of  the  ramifications  of  vei;is  and  arteries.  He  inclines  to  the  opinion 
of  Cruveilhier,  that  each  lobule  possesses  a  spongy  tissue  not  injcctihie; 
and  ibus  widely  differs  from  Mr.  Eiernan,  who  describes  the  liver  as  being 
throughout  essentially  vascular;  the  lobule  consisting  of  minute  radicles  of 
the  biliary  ducU^  surrounded  by  a  plexus  of  the  terminaiing  branches  ot  Ihe 
portal  veins.  The  lailer  eminent  pathologist  explains  the  difierences  in  ap- 
pearance between  the  red  and  yellow  darts  of  the  liver  by  the  different  de- 
grees' of  injection  of  the  different  portions  of  its  tissue. 

Admitting,  then,  the  presence  in  the  liver  of  seeteiing  lobules,  toio  the 
interior  of  which  no  vessels  enter,  not  even  ibe  minute  ramiOcations  of  the 
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biKary  doets,  which,  togctbcr  with  che  braochci  of  lh«  tcoh  porta  and  he- 
patic artery,  form  a  network  round  the  lobules  witboat  peneirHiiDg  them ; 
the  lobules  themselves  mare^  coDsisring  of  a  maBs'of  albumiDous  corpuft- 
cules,  BS  deneribed  by  MM.  Dujardin  and  Verger;  M.  Becqueiel  nexten- 
deaTours  to  asceriaiD  which  of  the  tisaues — Ibe  Becretiiig  or  the  Tascular— ^ 
ifl  the  one  altered  in  cirrhosis,  aad  he  arrivea  at  (he  concfusion  Ibat  it  is  the 
latter  ODly.  He  says  that  tbia  tissue  becomes  iDSItraied  with  a  yellowith 
plastic  or  fibro-albuminoui  matter,  wbtch  posacssea  the  properties  whidi 
characterise  fibriae  and  albumen ;  far  it  is  coagulated  by  beat,  and  by  a  con- 
lianed  application  of  tbat  agent,  is  converLed  into  a  horny  aubsiance.  He 
considers  that  this  efiiiied  matter  is  anali^ona  in  its  compotilion  Co  the  falM 
nembranes  which  are  developed  in  Qmcoas,  and  more  frequently  seroua, 
titsaes ;  and  he  says  that  tt  uodergoas  the  same  changes. 

M.  Becquerel  has  detemiiDed  that  in  this  disease  of  the  liver  no  pns  glo- 
bules can  ever  be  delected  in  the  altered  atrti^ure;  a  very  small  quantity  of 
fatly  matter  is  likewise  present,  which  is  always  aboudaat  where  pus  ia  met 
wiifa.  He  deduces  from  these  facts  that  cirrbosis  does  not  arise  Irom  acuta 
iaflammation  ;  the  abseoce  of  fat  will  also  distinguish  Ibis  disease  from  the 
fiitty  disease  of  the  lirer,'  ia  which  Ibis  organ  is  likewise  of  a  yellow  coloar. 

This  fibro-albaminous  malter  is  supposed  to  be  deposited  by  interstitial 
infiltration  in  the  eentral  part  of  the  secreting  lobules,  and  the  yellow  sub- 
stance of  the  liver  becomes  thus  hypertrophied,  and  causes  compression 
and  eventaally  atrophy  of  a  great  part  of  the  red  or  ioter-lobular  subslance* 
Many  of  the  vesaele  and  ducts  are  thus  obliterated,  and  the  tissue  of  the 
lirer  becomes  difficult  of  injection.  In  the  most  advanced  stages  of  this 
disease,  the  efiused  matter  losea  great  part  of  tbe  water  which  entered  into 
its  composition,  becomes  firmer,  and  conlraclH  in  lize.  It  thus  undergoes 
the  same  cbsnges  a:s  talse  membranes,  which  are  at  first  soft  and  thick  like 
white  of  tgg,  Mit  which  afterwards  become  organised  and  firm,  and  lessen 
in  volume.  From  the  contraction  of  this  matter,  the  yellow  substance  of  the 
liver  which  wis  ai  first  hypertrophied  becotites  atrophied,  the  altered  lobules 
are  dtminished  in  volume,  and  many  of  ibem  often  coalesce,  forming  the 
patches  which  were  described  by  Laennec  as  occurring  in  certain  forms  of 
this  disease,  and  which  give  an  irregular  appearance  to  the  surface  or  to  a 
seciion  of  tiie  liver.  When  this  retraction  has  taken  place,  a  great  portion 
of  the  red  or  iutertobular  tissue  of  tbe  liver  no  longer  exists,  and  we  only 
t«e  an-  irregular  agglomeiation  of  yellow  tubercles  of  different  sizes,  and  the 
whole  organ  becomea  hardened  and  shriveled. 

The  immediate  causes  of  ibis  disease  are  completely  unknown.  M. 
Becguerel  conjectures  that  it  may  arise  from  active  and  long'continued  con- 
gestion of  the  liver,  consequent  upon  chronic  disease  of  the  longs  or  heart 
(with  the  aSisctJons  of  which  organs  cirrhosis  is  often  complicated),  or 
arising  from  other  causes. 

Cirrhosis  nerer  affects  the  liver  partially,  it  always  attacks  all  parts  of  its 
aobstance  Bimullaaeoualy.  The  gall-bladdei  is  almont  always  quite  natural. 
M.  Becquerel  has  not  made  any  comparative  analysis  of  the  slate  of  the  bile 
is  this  disease,  but  be  found  it  very  conaiderably  in  consistence  and  colour. 

This  aSection  of  the  liver  is  mostly  complicated  with  organic  disease  of 
other  parts,  as  Bright's  disease  of  toe  kidney,  and  various  lesions  of  the 
heart  and  lungs;  it  is  rarely  met  with  by  ttsalf;  M.  Becquerel  only  found 
seven  out  offorly'two  cases  which  he  could  consider  as  uncomplicated.  He 
classes  these  complicating  diseases  under  two  heads:  Firti,  Chronic  dis- 
eases, developed  before  or  at  the  same  tims  as  the  cirrhosis.  Secotul,  Dis- 
eases more  or  less  acute,  and  probably  consequences  of  the  cirrho&is.  ).  To 
the  first  class  belong  the  following:— Leaioos  of  the  Heart.  These  are  more 
commonly  met  with  in  connection  with  cirrhosis  than  any  other;  for  in 
forty-two  subjects  examined,  the  heart  was  affected  with  chronic  disease  la 
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tweDijr-oiie  cases,  ur  in  half;  and  <he  dtsMM  in  all  theu  intaneu  bad  ad- 
vanced to  such  a  degree  that  it  must  have  preceded,  if  it  did  not  give  ri«a 
10,  the  diieaie  of  the  liver.  The  diaeaie  of  the  heart  io  these  case*  U  oflan 
complicated  with  other  affecliona,  ei  emphraema  of  the  luDga  and  chrooic 
broDcbitii,  tobrrcular  diaease,  or  Bright'a  kidoev. 

It  is  exceediDf[ljr  difficalt  to  detcrmiae  wheiner  the  affection  of  the  heart 
gives  rise  to  that  of  the  liver,  and  if  so,  in  what  maaner.  M.  Becquerel  has 
no  doubt  that  the  former  precedes  the  latter  in  almost  all  caaet,  and  aup- 
[Kwes  that  it  may  five  rise  to  it  bv  keeping  up  a  stale  of  continued  conges- 
tion of  the  liver.  Pulmonary  emphysema  and  chronic  bronchitis,  which  arc 
lometimeG  found  accompanying  cirrhosis  without  diseue  of  the  hear),  rony 
be  supposed  (o  act  ia  its  production  in  the  same  manner,  by  obstructing  lh« 
venous  circulation.  Cirrhosis  is  very  rarely  found  in  connection  wiih  tuber- 
cular disease  of  the  lungs.  The  falty  degeneration  of  the  liver,  on  the  cod- 
trarv,  is  a  frequent  complication  of  consumption. 

The  morbid  alieration  of  the  Sidney,  known  by  the  name  of  Brighl's  dis' 
ease,  frequently  accompanies  citrhosis,  having  been  met  with  fifieeo  limes 
in  foriy-two  cases.  Some  differences  were  observed  between  these  cases  of 
considerable  interest;  thus  in  nine  cases  where  cirrhosis  and  renal  disease 
existed  together,  and  appeared  to  be  of  the  same  standing,  old  or^nie 
lesions  of  the  hear:  and  lungs  were  also  found,  which  our  author  considers 
to  have  been  the  exciting  causes  of  the  diseases  of  both  the  liver  and  kid- 
neys, repeated  congesiiou  of  both  these  organs  having  been  occasioned  by 
obstruction  [0  the  circulation.  In  another  series  of  cases,  which  includes 
three  out  of  fifteen,  the  cirrhosis  seemed  to  be  of  a  much  older  dale  than  the 
affeciioD  of  the  kidneys,  and  probably  gave  rise  to  it  by  obsirncting  the  cir- 
culation of  the  abdominal  veins.  In  the  remaining  three  cases,  the  disease 
of  the  liver  and  kidneys  seemed  to  be  of  iibout  ibe  same  date,  and  had  been 
probably  developed  from  a  similar  cause,  the  nature  of  which,  however,  WH 
unknown. 

3.  In  the  second  class  may  be  arranged  the  {aWamn^-.—AtcUet,  which 
constantly  accompanies  cirrhosis  in  the  more  advanced  stages;  Peritonitia, 
producing  purulent  effusion  and  the  farmation  of  false  meiubraoes;  PleuritxM 
and  hydrothorax  i  Pericarditit — this  ha<<  only  been  met  within  a  few  cases; 
Anatarea — this  generally  occurs  in  complicated  cases  along  with  ascites, 
and  when  the  disease  of  the  liver  is  in  an  advanced  stage.  Besides  these, 
adema  iff  the  lungs,  pneumonia,  and  pulmonary  apoplofy.  have  been  met 
with,  as  well  as  congestion  of  ihe  mucous  membrane  ol  the  alimentary  canal; 
and  iniegtinal  hemorrhage,  which  must  be  considered  as  an  effect  of  (he 
disease  of  the  liver,  arising  from  Ihe  obstruction  of  ifae  circulation  of  the 
blood  Ibrough  Ihe  vena  porta. 

Cirrhosis  is  mure  frequently  met  with  in  men  than  in  womeil :  thus  of 
eighteen  cases  of  the  simple  or  uncomplicated  form  of  this  disease,  twelve 
occurred  in  maJes  and  six  in  females.  Of  ibe  whole  number  of  forty-five 
cases  examined  by  M.  Becquerel,  twenty-eight  were  found  in  men,  and 

With  regard  to  the  influence  exerted  by  age,  the  eighteen  simple  cases 
may  Im  thus  arranged  : 

Between  16  and  SO  years,   1 


Thus  pervone  between  thirty  and  forty  seem  (o  be  most  liable  to  be  attacked 
1^  cirrhosis.  This  disease  is  also  met  wiih  in  children  ;  and  M.  Becquerel 
it  disposed  to  think  that  it  occurs  more  frequently  in  young  sabjeett  than 
has  generally  been  supposed. 
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With  [cgnd  to  the  irmptOBia  produced  by  cirrhoait,  Done  «xiit  lufficientljr 
characterisiic  to  enable  the  physician  to  oiagQatlicaie  its  piesetice  dDrioe 
life.  The  most  contiaot  symplom  of  ihii  disease  in  its  raore  advaocei 
•rages  is  dropsy,  which  alTrays  corameDces  in  simple  case*  in  the  abdomen ; 
its  approach  is  g^nerallf  BDaceompaaied  by  pain,  hot  in  a  few  cases  ibe 
beHy  IS  the  seal  of  paio,  either  with  or  without  pressure,  and  the  preMoce 
of  periloQitis  is  ihiis  indicated.  Anasarca  sometimes  precedes  the  ascites, 
but  Bright's  disease  of  the  kidney  or  diaease  of  the  heart  are  then  always  in- 
dicated. M.  Becquerel  says  that  the  stale  of  the  urine  is  always  pecaliar  in 
this  disease;  it  is  of  a  deep  orange  and  oAen  reddish-yellow  colour,  very 
dense,  strongly  acid,  and  deposits  an  unnaturally  large  precipitate  ofairate 
of  ammonia,  which  is  of  a  bright  red  or  cinnabar  colour.  The  causes  of  this 
state  of  the  urine  are  nnknown. 

The  course  of  this  afiectioo  is  uniform  and  continued,  and  ii  alway*  pro* 
ceeds  moie  or  less  quickly  to  a  fatal  terminalion,  being  apparently  uninflu- 
enced by  any  plan  of  treatment. 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL  NOTICES. 
Chttjvtiill  on  the  Ditteuta  of  the  Pregnant  afid  Childbed  Slaie.' 
The  "Outline*  of  the  Principal  Diseases  of  Females"  was  publiahed  in  th« 
second  year  of  the  "  Library,"  and  was  receired  with  considerable  faroar. 
The  work  before  as,  which  is  begnn  in-  the  present  numbet  of  the  "  Library," 
is  entitled  to  equal  attention.  The  remwcr  in  the  Kdinburgh  Medical  and 
SurgicalJournal  thus  expresses  himself:  "Dr.  Churchill's  present  volume 
is  rery  ably  executed,  and  we  bare  no  doubt  will  soon  become  a  fa*o<irite 
work  with  the  student,  and  a  standard  work  of  reference  for  the  accoucbenr 
and  general  practitioner.  It  is  the  only  sytematic  treatise  on  the  diteaaee 
of  pregnancy  and  the  puerperal  elate  that  has  appeared  in  England  since 
the  publication  of  the  work  of  Dr.  White,  of  Manchester,  on  the  tame  sub- 
jaeta,  in  1773." 

ProJettoT  Aiken't  introductory  Lecture.* 
This  Introductory  Lecture  is  devoted  to  the  history  of  the  rise  and  pro- 
gress of  electricity,— 4  subject  appropriate  to  Dr.  Aiken's  course  in  the 
Unireraiiy  of  Maryland.    It  is  treated  in  a  manner  creditable  to  bim,  and 
one  which  cannot  lail  to  be  useful  to  his  hearers. 


MISCELLANEOUS  NOTICES. 

Fenwy/vonta  Botpital  for  the  Insane  at  Blockley.—The  managers  of 
this  hospital  have  recently  appointed  Dr.  T.  8.  Kirkbride,  of  this  city, 
medical  superintendent  of  the  noble  asylum  for  the  insane,  which  ihey 


Sn>,  DuUiu,  1640. 

*  An  Introductory  Leclora  diliTared  befora  the  Medical  Clnn  of  the  Unirenity  of 
Marjland,  Sept.  1840.  By  Willian  E.  A.  Aiken,  M.  D.,  PioftHor  of  Cbemistrr  and 
Phaimacj.    8ro,  pp.  S9.    Baltimore,  1840. 
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)»Te  erecled  al  Blockler.  Dr.  K)ikbri4e,  we  can  My  from  pfrsonal 
knowledge,  posEesses  qualiGcationa  which  adapt  him  emiaently  Tor  the 
aituaiion,  and  we  look  forward  with  pleaaiog  aniicipationa  to  tha  pwbtisbed 
leanlia  of  his  obserTation  ia  a  position  which  offers  so  many  opporiaoiiies 
for  the  exerciae  of  hit  ptofeaiional  acqairemeots. 

Mr.  Malin,  the  worthy  librarian  of  the  PeonaylTanta  Hospital,  was  at  thf 
atme  time  appointed  steward  of  the  asylam. 

EfftCU  'ftke  Operatimi  for  StrdbiMiuu  on  Vision.*— Du  Hays  made  an 
oral  communication  relative  to  the  operation  recently  devised  for  sqginling, 
and  to  its  effects  in  modifying  the  adjusting  power  of  ihe  eye  for  near  and 
distant  objects. 

Dr.  Hays  atated^  that  certain  phenomena  which  he  had  observed  in  one 
of  the  cases  in  which  be  had  divided  the  intemai  rectos  muscle,  for  the  cure 
of  Hquiutiog,  seemed  to  favour  the  theory  of  the  adjusiraeni  being  made  by 
BD  alleratioQ  in  the  form  of  the  eye,  ooder  the  conjoint  action  cif  the  foot 
recti  muscles ;  a  theory  rejected  by  the  best  physiologists  of  the  day. 

The  case,  the  details  of  which  Dr.  Hays  related,  was  thai  of  a  gentleman 
tiiirty-six  yeara  of  age,  who  had  squlnied  with  his  left  eye  since  the  age  of 
five  years.  Both  the  eyes  weta  presbyopic,  the  lett,  however,  was  most  so, 
and  required  for  distinct  vision  a  glass  three  Nos.  higher  than  the  other  eye; 
die  respective  Nos.  being  11  and  14.  Vision  with  the  left  eye,  even  by  the 
■id  of  a  glass,  was  not  perfect,  words  printed  in  long  primer  being  scarcely 
legible.  After  the  division  of  the  internal  rectus  muscle,  vision  not  only 
improved,  but  the  eye  became  less  presbyopic,  and  at  the  preseot  time,  three 
weeks  since  the  oneratioo,  said  Dr.  Hays,  the  glass  (No.  14)  which  had 
been  before  adapted  to  the  patient's  left  eye,  now  magniBes  so  much,  that  it 
is  nnpleasant  to  read  with  it ;  and  he  is  able  to  see  best  with  glass  No.  1 1. 
On  careful  comparison,  he  is  unable  to  perceive  any  difference  in  the  siaa  of 
okjeets  viewed  with  either  eye  throagh  this  glass :  and  an  opera  glass,  ad' 
justed  to  one  eye,  seems  equally  well  adapted  for  (he  other.  These  facts, 
Dr.  Hays  remarked,  show,  that  a  change  nas  taken  placii  in  The  left  eye, 
aod  ibis  probably  consists  in  an  elongation  of  its  aniero-posterior  diameter, 
resultinc  from  the  operation. 

Dr.  Hays  also  made  some  observations  on  the  mode  in  which  squinting 
caaaes  an  impairment  of  the  function  of  vision,  and  stated,  that  from  a  great 
'  number  of  cases  which  he  had  examined,  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  general 
rule,  that  the  greater  the  degree  of  strabismus,  the  moie  imperfect  is  the 
sight  of  the  affected  eye.  In  all  the  cases  in  which  in  had  operated,  the 
eight  had  been  improved. 

Dr.  Dunglison  stated,  that  he  was  not  prepared  to  admit,  from  tbia  single 
observatioo,  that  the  accommodating  power  of  the  eye  is  owing  to  (be  prea- 
sure  of  the  four  recti  muscles  on  the  eye-ball ;  the  division  of  any  one  of 
ibem  not  being  likely,  in  bis  opinion,  to  rectify  ibe  results  of  compression, 
if  it  existed  in  the  case  in  questioii.  He  was  disposed  to  refer  a  greater 
agency  to  the  contraction  and  dilatation  of  the  pupit  in  facilitating  distinct 
vision  at  different  distance,  aod  he  alluded  to  an  ez^ietimcni  made  on  one  of 
bis  oWQ  eyes  whilst  a  student  of  medicine.  Tbis  consisted  in  applying 
some  freshly  prepared  extract  of  belladonna  to  the  eyelids.  The  conse- 
quence was,  that  the  pupil  soon  became  so  mnch  dilated,  that  Ibe  iris  was 
almost  invisible.  The  focus  o(  tbis  eye  was  found  lo  be  at  twice  the  dis- 
lance  of  that  of  the  sound  organ;  bot  in  propOTtiooas  Ibe  effects  of  the  belle- 
donna  passed  off,  and  ihe  pnpil  npproftelied  its  oattiml  size,  vision  became 
more  and  more  distinct,  and  (he  focus  nearer  the  natural.    In  the  open  air, 
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M  objects,  •leepl  iboee  n«ar,  were  diatitietlf  tecs,  but  on  enteriDg  >  nrnm, 
erery  thing  was  obacnted. 

Dr.  DDDfcliiDD  eipmaed  tha  belief^  that  squtDtiog  is  oft«ii  owin^.to  im- 
MiTinetit  of  visioD  iu  One  eye,  in  consequence  lo  n  want  of  correspoDdeDe* 
IB  tbe  aeosibilily  of  Ibe  ttro  relioK;  the  mind,  tberefore,  acquires  the  babil 
of  attendiog  to  the  impression  made  en  the  aotind  eye  only,  and  the  other, 
being  neglected,  in  drawn  into  a  position  to  interiere  u  little  aa  pouiblo 
with  the  betrer  rision  of  iia  fellow. 

Professor  Bache  alladed  to  a  case  of  Btrabismus,  which  seemed  to  bim  lo 
Ihvoar  a  soggeetion  thrown  out  by  Dr.  Hayt,  ihar  defeeiiTe  fision  in  the  ia- 
vetted  or  everted  eye  might  he  owing  to  stretching  of  the  optic  nerve.  Iti 
this  case  the  eye  became  everted ;  and  simnitBiieoutly,  vision  with  it  was 
iatpaiTed.     (Tltimately,  indeed,  tbe  sight  of  both  eyes  was  lost. 

Case  of  Precocioua  Puberty.  By  T/umuu  B.  Peacock,  £ao.'— Jane  Jooed 
was  an  unuBually  large  child  at  birth,  and  grew  rapidly;  ana  some  time  be- 
fore'she  attained  tbe  age  of  three  years,  her  breails  were  observed  to  be 
nauiually  large.  When  she  was  about  fire  years  old  they  uoderneDl  a  ctill 
greater  deTelopmeat ;  the  pudendum  acquired  greater  fulneas,  and  (he  cata- 
menia  made  their  appeaiance,  iioee  which  lime  they  have  continued  to  recac 
regularly.  Tbe  moas  aod  labia,  though  without  bair,  were  much  more  lumid 
than  is  Datural  in  a  child  of  her  age. 

Sbe  is  now  seven  years  of  age;  her  form  is  thai  of  a  fnll-s;rown  woww, 
being  broad  across  tbe  chest,  breast,  and  pelvis;  aod  her  limbs  are  full  and 
rounded.  Her  face,  more  particularly  the  lower  pail,  is  large,  and  her  look 
heavy  and  childish.  She  measures  4  feet  31  inches,  and  S9  inches  round  the 
chest;  her  weight  is  72  pounds  avoirdupois.  Her  teeth  are  all  of  the  tem- 
porary sei,  with  the  exception  of  the  Qrst  permanent  molar,  and  the  iwo 
central  incisors  of  the  lower  jaw.  Her  breasts  exceed  the  usual  size  of  these 
organs  in  unmarried  adults,  the  gland  is  large  and  6rm,  and  they  possesa 
tbe  erected  nipple,  and  in  some  degree  (he  daraateola,  of  tbe  pregnant  slate. 
The  moos  is  very  prominent,  end  presents  a  considerable  growth  of  hair. 
Her  mother  states  thai  ihe  catamenia  appear  at  regular  intervals  of  a  month, 
GODtinoing  profusely  for  two  days,  aod  partially  during  two  others,  and  that 
the  secretion  cannot  be  distinguished  either  in  quality  or  amount  from  that 
of  other  femalei.  At  ihe  caiamenifl  periods,  the  eyelids  acquire  a  dark  hue, 
and  ahe  experiences  the  ordinary  attentlant  lumbar  pains ;  indeed,  she  ex- 
hibits the  usual  signs  of  one  in  wiiom  this  fuociion  has  become  naturally 
established,  and  her  general  appearance  is  fully  that  of  a  girl  of  thirteen 
years  of  ace.  The  mental  faculties  are  not  more  highly  developed  than  in 
children  of  the  same  age ;  aod  in  heramusemeats  she  is  as  childish  as  those 
of  her  compaaions.  She,  however,  displays  a  degree  of  mq^siy  io  her  con- 
duct towards  males  unusual  io  children  of  her  age. 

Absimce  qfthf,  Mammari/  Gland  in  a  Ifoman.  By  Dr.  Fnriep.* — This 
remarkable  case  occurred  in  a  well-formed  woman,  of  about  30  years  of  age, 
who  gave  birth  to  a  healthy  iafani  io  the  month  of  December,  bat  died  her- 
self of  an  attack  of  periioniiis  eight  days  afterwards. 

On  dissection,  it  was  found  that  the  mammary  gland  of  the  lefl  side  waa 
well  developed,  and  full  of  milk;  that  of  the  right  side  was  entirely  want- 
in?.  Tbe  shin  in  this  region  was  amoolh,  sofl,  and  did  not  adhere  to  the 
snnjacent  parts ;  no  traces  of  a  nipple  were  apparent,  and,  in  spile  of  a  mi- 
nute dissection,  not  a  single  granolatlon  could  be  found  wbicb  indicated  tbe 
least  rudiment  of  a  gland. 

'  Loodnn  Medical  Gazette,  Jan.  3, 1 B40 ;  and  Bdinb.  Med.  sod  Sorg.  Jonmal,  AptH, 

\uo.  p.  sao. 

*Froricp**Mollicn,i.  1S39;  and  Rdinb.  Med.  and  Surg.  Juur.  April,  1840,  p.  539. 
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Other  BoomBlies  noi  lets  remarkable  existed  od  the  Mine  aide.  The  third 
and  fourth  ribs,  in  place  ofeading  at  the  ilernuED,  lerminated  io  a  line  with 
the  aDterior  tnargin  of  ibe  scapula ;  ibese  two  ribs  had  their  place  supplied 
on  the  anterior  pari  of  the  chest  by  a  UDdinaus  structure  of  sufficient  re- 
sisiBQCe  to  binder  the  long  frooi  being  pushed  forwards  in  the  form  of  a 
beTuia.  Tbe  cartitazes  of  these  ribs,  however,  were  found  attached  to  the 
correspouding  part  or  the  sternum,  but  they  were  connected  togelher,'aad 
also  with  those  of  tbe  fifth  and  sixth  ribs.  The  sternal  portion  of  the  greater 
pectoral  musrle,  and  the  whole  of  the  lesser  pectoral  muscle,  were  awantingi 
as  well  as  their  tendinous  allachmenis,  not  the  least  trace  of  which  eouia 
be  detected.  The  laligrimuf  dorsi  wanted  its  two  digitaiiuns,  which  are 
nniatly  attached  to  the  third  and  fourth  libs.  It  is  unnecessary  to  say  that 
the  intercostal  muscles  proper  to  these  ribs  were  awanting.  Dr.  Froriep  ex- 
plains these  remarbable  appearances  by  supposing  that  the  developemeot  of 
the  parts  had  been  arrested  during  the  fmtal  life  By  the  pressure  of  the  arm 
upon  the  corresponding  portion  of  the  thorax. 

armtanevaa  Rupture  of  the  Spleen.  By  Dr.  NtecJtel.' — A  young  man, 
out  35  years  of  age,  had  an  attack  of  diarrbtna,  which  was  not  relieved 
by  opium  or  saturnine  preparations.  After-fire  days'  continuance,  the  abdo- 
minal pains  becatne  so  severe,  that  he  was  forced  to  confine  himself  to  bed. 
Next  day  he  was  seized  with  a  aensation  of  sinking,  cold  sweats,  &c.  and 
died  in  a  few  hours.  On  inspection  of  his  body  forty-eight  hours  after  death, 
a  large  quantity  of  bluod  was  found  effused  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen 
and  pelvis,  which  had  proceeded  front  ao  angular  rent  of  the  spleen  of  about 
four  lines  in  extent,  situate  at  the  inferior  margin  of  iti  anierior  or  external 
attrfaee.  Tbe  spleen  was  about  five  inches  long  by  four  broad ;  of  a  livid 
colour,  and  with  its  tissue  much  softened. 

On  Pain  in  the  Back  in  Inlermittenl  Fever.  By  Dr.  GrossAetm.*— Tbi» 
paper  contains  tbe  leaulla  of  obseivations  made  in  ntty  cases  of  intermit  ten  I 
fever,  for  the  purpose  of  testing  tbe  opinions  of  Dr.  Kremei  (noticed  in  our 
fifteenth  number,  Tot.  viii.  p.  67),  who  bad  stated  thai  a  painful  sensation 
i<i  a  cDDstanI  and  pathognomic  sign  of  inlerniittenl  fever,  on  pressure  over 
the  first  dorsel  vertebra  and  the  adjacent  parts  of  the  spine,  and  that  there 
ia  a  constant  relation  between  the  seTeritv  of  ibis  symptom  and  of  the  gene- 
ral disease.  The  follo:vlng  are  the  results  which  Dr.  Grossheim  has  ob- 
tained, and  which  seem  to  confirm  Dr.  Kremer's  statements,  although  they 
bad  been  contradicted,  as  we  formerly  stated,  by  the  experience  of  other 
observers:  1.  Pain  on  pressure  on  some  part  of  the  spinal  column  is  a  con- 
stant symptom  of  inlermittenl  fever,  except  in  those  cases  in  which  tbe 
ligaments  of  tbe  Teriebne  have  become  by  age  or  disease  so  rigid  that  tbejr 
will  not  yield  to  pressure.  3.  There  is  no  defiaiie  locality  to  this  pain  i  il 
may  be  situated  in  any  partof  the  column,  but  is  most  frequent  in  tbe  middle 
of  the  dorsal  portion,  especially  in  quotidian  intermitteuts.  3.  Tbe  extent 
of  the  pain  also  varies  considerablv ;  one  or  two  vertebrae  only  may  be  ten- 
der ;  and  the  pain  rarely  occupies  the  space  of  more  than  five  or  six ;  it  may 
also  be  situated  at  distant,  parts,  with  intervals  in  which  none  is  excited  by 
pressure.  4.  The  iniensiiy  of  tbe  pain  is  equally  variable.  Sometime*  it 
was  so  severe  that  the  slightest  touch  of  one  of  tbe  spinous  processes  pro- 
duced severe  sufieting;  but  sometimes  violent  pressure  was  requited  to  de- 
tect it.  Among  those  vertebrie  that  excited  pain  when  pressed,  the  middle 
one  was  commonly  the  most  sensitive;  and  in  those  above  and  below  it  the 
tenderness  gradually  decreased.    5.  The  pain  was  more  severe  during  the 

■  Hedicinlscho  Zoitaag,  Msv,  1S39 ;  and  Edinb.  Med.  and  Snrg.  Jour.  April,  1S40, 
p.  53a. 

*  MadieiniMshs  Z«i|iing,  Jans  3,  IS40 ;  and  Br.  and  For.  Med.  Rev.  GoU  1840,  p. 
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paToxysma  ifaan  id  lb«  iniermiuioDs.  Wken  tb«  aerertly  of  the  ferer 
dimiDished,  or  the  lendetier  to  its  returns  gitw  less,  the  sCTerity  and  the 
exteot  of  the  pain  in  the  back  also  decreased;  but  (be  complete  lemoTal  of 
the  ferei  was  not  always  Bccnrnpaoied  by  the  entire  lots  of  the  paio,  which 
ofleo  CDDtinaed  in  a  modified  dei;ree  sfler  the  feter  had  ceased  to  relutD, 
aod  remaioed  the  longer  the  more  seTere  it  had  preriously  been.  >6.  Com- 
plicatioDs  of  the  iaiermiiieai  ferer  did  not  appear  to  have  any  inflaeDce  OD 
the  paiD;  it  eoDiliiijed  when  the  character  of  the  ferer  was  altered- either 
for  the  better  or  for  Ibe  worse,  and  it  returned  in  cases  of  reUpse. 

From  observing  the  constaDi  existence  of  Ibis  symptom,  the  author  was 
induced  to  iry  what  would  be  the  efiect  of  remedies  that  would  tend  to  cor- 
rect the  lorval  excilemeal  that  seemed  to  eiisi.  He  relates  very  briefly  fire 
eases,  in  which  eight  or  ten  leeches  were  applied  orer  ihe  apioe  in  the  eilua- 
lioD  where  pressure  ^are  the  most  pain.  Id  four  of  these  do  other  remedy 
was  required  ;  the  pain  ceased  in  a  few  days,  nod  there  was  do  recurieoca 
of  the  febrile  paTDXysm.  ^__. 

Congenitai  Ditlocatum,  of  the  Hunterut  rtdvced  after  Sixteen  Yeart. 
By  M.  Gaillard,  Surgeon  to  the  Hotel  Dieu,  of  Poitiers.'— The  following 
is  ao  abstract  of  a  report  to  the  Royal  Academy  of  Medicioe,  drawn  up  by 


id  Bourier.     They  consider  ihe  case  as  very  c 
\\  in  the  history  of  surgery. 
Mademoiselle  L.  B.  a  few  days  after  bitlh  presented  a  deformity  of  tha 


without  a  parallel  in  the  history  of  surgery 

Mademoiselle  L.  B.  a  few  days  after  b;.  ._  , 
left  superior  exlreioily,  with  mucn  pain  during 
was  (hrowD  from  the  body,  the  forearm  semiSeied,  and  the  haod  in  a  state 
of  pTomatioD.  During  her  infancr  she  could  not  bring  the  elbow  near  the 
trunk,  nor  raise  her  hand  higher  inaa  the  chin.  The  limb  was  often  painful 
daring  her  early  years;  but  latterly  the  paio  bad  ooiv  come  on  when  the 
linib  had  been  long  fixed  rn  one  position.  When  M.  Oaillaid  saw  her  in 
1836.  she  was  sixteen  years  of  a^e.  He  found  in  the  posterior  pari  of  the 
shoulder  a  projection  formed  by  the  bead  of  ihe  humerus,  which  was  placed 
in  the  subspinous  fossa  of  the  scapula,  above  the  middle  part  of  Ibe  spine, 
which  was  curved  by  the  pressure  it  had  undergone.  On  moving  the  arm, 
the  head  of  the  bone  was  fell  rolling  under  the  fingeis,  and  it  appeared 
abraded  from  rubbing  on  an  irregular  surface.  The  band  could  not  be 
brought  to  a  state  of  Bupinaiion.  The  forearm  could  not  be  extended  on 
acconnt  of  the  permanent  cooiraclion  of  the  biceps.  Elevation  and  rotation 
of  the  arm  were  impossible. 

On  the  5ih  of  January,  18.^7,  the  patient  was  plaoed  on  a  stool,  a  cushion 
waa  applied  to  ihe  external  border  of  (he  scapula,  and  maintained  by  two 
cords  passing  from  its  extremities  and  attached  to  two  fixed  rings.  The  arm 
directed  horizontally  inwards  was  then  submitted  lo  the  Hction  of  a  weight 
of  sixteen  pounds.  The  weight  was  suspended  at  the  end  ofa  cord  which 
passed  tbroozh  a  fixed  pulley,  and  was  attached  to  a  bracelei  fixed  above 
the  elbow.  Time  after  lime  M.  Oaillard  increased  the  power  of  the  traction, 
occasionally  adding  bis  efibris  lo  the  force  exercised  by  tbe  weights.  The 
extension,  prolonged  from  twenty  to  tweniy-five  minuies,  was  repeated  on 
the  lOth  and  lUb  of  January,  each  lime  bringing  tbe  head  of  the  humerus 
nearer  the  glenoid  cavity,  and  with  no  other  inconrenience  than  a  slight 
pain  and  swelling  of  the  arm.  On  the  13lh  ihe  head  of  the  humerus  was 
more  moreable.  Further  traciion  was  emplojred,  ihe  arm  being  alwava 
placed  horizooially.  The  humerus  yielded,  glided  over  the  scapula  for  the 
space  of  an  inch  and  a  half,  and  approached  the  glenoid  cavity.  M.  Gaillard 
then  seized  the  elbow,  and  by  carrying  it  backwards  and  upwards,  be  direct- 
e.d  the  head  of  tbe  humerus  downwards  and  forwards,  then  lowering  the 
limb,  he  felt  the  head  pass  under  the  acromial  arcb,  and  leap  over  a  projec- 
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lion  which  appeared  to  belong  to  the  ariicular  eavitf.    The  trm  i 
ifl  coauct  with  the  trunk,  it  was  Mutibif  lengtbeDed,  aod  all  iis  n 
could  be  executed  with  esse. 

The  dislocatioa,  however,  recurred  again  and  again,  aad  was  as  often 
reduced.  The  difficulty  wb»  to  mainiain  the  bone  after  red nction.  This, 
bowerer,  was  effected  by  carefUl  bandaging.  The  paiieni  uiSered  consider- 
able  pain  at  limes,  bnt  was  retiefed  by  the  epplicetion  of  leeches.  From 
Uie  first  rednctioQ  lo  tbe  epiire  cessation  of  pain,  a  period  of  more  than  two 
years  elapsed  ;  but  ibe  cure  wa«  then  eompieie,  the  patient  using  the  limh 
equally  as  well  as  the  other. 

ffeiD  Operation  for  Prolaptus  Ani.  By  M.  Robert} — Relaxation  of  the 
tphincter  ani  being  the  cause  of  this  disease,  alt  the  remcrlies  hitherto  em- 
ployed for  its  cure  are  inefficacious  when  it  arrives  at  the  last  stage,  as  they 
can  only  act  on  the  raucous  membrane  of  the  rectum.  These  reflections 
have  induced  M.  Robert  to  shorten  the  sphincter  in  proportion  to  the  amouDi 
of  relaxatjoD,  so  that  the  two  cut  surfaces  of  the  muscle  might  unite  and 
fbrm  a  narrow  ring  lo  oppose  to  the  descent  of  tbe  mucous  membrane.  This 
operation  was  performed  with  success  on  a  washerwoman,  thirty-thtee  years 
of  age,  in  June,  1839,  in  the  baspiial  of  La  Piti6.  This  woman  in  her  third 
pregnancy  had  a  prolapsus  ani,  which  was  only  temporary,  though  it  caused 
some  pain.  Her  fourth  pregnancy  produced  a  prolapsus  uteri,  a  peimaoent 
and  considerable  prolapsus  ani,  WJtIi  relaxaiion  of  the  abdominal  walls.  M. 
Robert  excised  a  portion  of  the  mucous  membrane  With  some  temporary 
relief;  boi  the  disease  afterwards  increased,  the  discharge  of  fffices  became 
involuntary,  and  she  suffered  from  pains  in  tbe  loios  nod  upper  part  of  the 
thighs.  When  she  entered  the  hospital,  the  sphincter  was  so  much  relaied 
that  four  fingers  could  be  easily  introduced. 

Tbe  patient  having  been  prepared  for  the  operation  by  progressive  dimi- 
nution in  diet,  and  the  use  oi  opium  in  order  to  effect  loDg-coniioued  consti- 
pation, M.  Robert  proceeded  to  operate  in  the  following  manner:  An  incision 
was  made  on  ekch  side  of  the  anus,  each  incision  being  commenced  a  few 
IlneVexternal  to  the  orifice,  and  carried  backwards  towards  the  coccyi.  The 
fold  of  integument  between  the  incisions,  together  with  the  portion  of 
sphincter  it  covered,  were  removed,  and  the  muscle  was  thus  shortened  tiy 
half  its  length.  The  wound  was  united  from  one  side  to  the  other  hy  three 
points  of  sutilr^  On  the  sixth  day  after  the  operation  the  sutures  were  re- 
moved. Union  was  nearly  complete,  but  a  fistulous  passage  remained  from 
the  anus  to  the  coccyx.  On  the  fifteenth  day  the  woman  had  not  passed  any 
fteces.  On  the  next  day,  the  want  of  defecation  being  fell,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent any  straining,  the  bowels  were  relieved  by  the  curette.  On  the  forty- 
first  day  the  patient,  who  before  the  operation  could  not  retain  her  faeces, 
kept  an  injection  during  the  wbole  dayj  there  was  no  more  prolapsus;  the 
opening  had  become  of  the  ordinary  size ;  but  the  finger  when  introduced 
did  not  experience  tbe  energetic  contraction  of  the  sphincter  which  occurs 
in  the  normal  state.  With  the  exception  of  a  slight  protrusion  of  mucous 
membrane,  the  cure  was  complete  in  August. 

On  certain  Ab»cte»e»  occurring  in  different  parts  of  the  Body  during  the 
course  of  Digeatea  of  the  Urinary  Organs.  By  M.  Crvia!e.*—M.  Civiale 
has  observed  that,  sometimes  during  the  progress  of  gonorrhtea,  and  other 
diseases  of  the  urethra,  also  in  affections  of  the  prostate  gland,  and  when 
there  is  strangury  or  dysuria,  or  foreign  bodies  in  tbe  bladder,  CKriain  parts 
of  the  body,  particularly  the  extremities  and  the  larger  joints,  are  attacked 
with  pain,  which  may   be  dull  and  diffused,  or  acute    and   circumscribed, 

■  Gsutte  Hftdicalc,  Join  30. 1840 ;  snd  Br.  and  For.  Med.  Rot.  Oct.  1840,  p,  568. 
•  Rolletin  Gin.  dc  Th*npeatiqnB,  Avrit,  1840;  and  Br.  and  For.  Med.  Fcv.,  Oct. 
1840,  p.  574. 
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wbicb  u  at  finl  geoarally  tupfipted  to  be  ihenmkiie,  but  wbicb  lermiQam 
in  the  formmlion  of  large  abaccMes,  differing  in  soma  respect  frpm  common 
pblagmoDS.  M.  Ciriale  Btatee  that  ibese  cases  bavii  escaped  the  obseivaiioo 
of  authors,  but  saya  ibat  siace  his  aiieotioa  has  beeo  directed  to  them,  he 
has  met  with  numerous  examples.  Wbeu  ibese  accideotal  pains  first  make 
their  appearance,  the  patient  complains  of  a  peculiar  "  empAteiaeni"  (1)  and 
DombDess  of  Ibe  part,  which  come  on  before  any  swelling  ia  appareai. 
These  local  symptoms  are  accompaaied  with  lassitude,  weakness,  anxiety, 
and  general  coostiiuiiooEil  disturbance,  which  does  not  correspond  at  all  niib 
the  degree  of  pain,  which  in  the  early  stages  is  generally  slight  and  diffused. 
As  the  case  advances  the  pain  becomes  more  acute,  there  is  complete  loss 
of  appetite  and  sleep,  great  prostration  of  sirengb,  the  pulse  being  sometiaies 
scarcely  to  be  felt;  rapid  emaciation,  dry  tongue,  troublesome  cough,  and 
lastly  delirium.  The  disease  often  commences  with  a  febrile  paroxysmj 
which  rnay  return  at  regular  intervals  or  be  continued.  Together  with  ttiesa 
symptoms  the  urine  is  often  of  a  deep  orange  coloar,  and  Is  excessirely 
(eiid,  and  when  this  state  of  the  renal  secretion  is  met  with,  the  case  ia 
always  very  serious.  Local  redness  and  swelling  of  the  paipful  pert,  nith 
evidence  of  the  fofaintioo  of  matter,  frequently  do  not  make  their  appearance 
till  a  late  stage  of  the  disease. 

One  peculiarity  in  this  affection  is  a  tendency  in  the  local  disease  to  shift 
its  position,  and  it  often  appears  in  different  places  at  the  same  time.  The 
suppuration  in  distant  organs  is  often  accompanied  also  with  the  formaiian 
^an  abscese  in  the  scrotum,  perineum,  or  neighbourhood  of  the  urethra  or 
bladder,  which,  however,  form  no  communication  with  the  urinary  passagea. 

With  regard  to  the  causes  of  this  disease,  M.  Civiale  has  not  remarked 
any  predisposing  ciicunislances.  All  the  cases  occurred  in  adults.  In  Tout 
there  was  stricture  of  the  urethra,  during  the  treatment  of  which  affection 
(in  one  case  by  cauterisation,  and  in  the  three  others  by  dilalaiion,)  the 
abscesses  were  developed.  In  a  fifth  case  there  was  serious  disease  about 
the  neck  of  the  bladder,  and  in  several  others  (here  was  urinary  calculus, 
which  had  been  broken  down  by  the  operation  of  lithoirity.  In  all  the  casea 
there  seemed  to  have  been  some  considerable  irritation  or  inBammation  of 
the  urethra,  or  neck  of  the  bladder,  which  appeared  to  give  rise  to  the  dialani 
affection- 

The  peculiar  state  of  the  system,  accompanied  by  the  forraalioo  of  these 
■b»^eEseB,  i*  attended  with  considerable  danger,  and  M.  Civiale  kwl  the  first 
two  patients  which  he  treated. 

The  treatment  found  most  e£Gcacious  was  scarification  of  the  whole  of  the 
affected  suiface  in  the  early  stage  (from  ivhich  s  reddish  or  yellow  coloured 
serum  is  generally  discharged  for  several  days  io  cansiderable  abundance,) 
and  then  ibe  use  of  emollient  poultices.  This  plan  will  sometimes  cut  short 
the  disease,  but  if  the  inflammatiun  has  reached  the  deep-seated  cellular 
lisaue  of  the  limb  between  the  muscles,  this  texture  becomes  indurated,  and 
a  vast  abscess  soon  forms ;  seteral  large  deep  incisions  must  now  be  made 
completely  through  the  effected  parts,  which  will  allow  of  the  escape  of  the 
matter,  and  also  unload  the  distended  vessels.  The  surgeon  mnai  ooi 
slways  wait  for  the  sense  of  fluctuation  to  be  apparent  before  he  makes  hia 
incisiona,  for  great  relief  will  be  afforded  by  cutting  through  the  infiamed 
and  indurated  tissues  before  pus  haa  actually  been  secreted,  and  the  progresa 
of  the  disease  may  be  thus  arrested.  M.  Civiale  does  not  make  any  lemarti 
concerning  the  genetal  or  constitutional  tieatment  of  the  patient,  but  we 
pieaume  that  this  must  be  conducted  oo  common  principles. 

Sueeaa/tU  Case  of  Ceetarian  Section,  vith  Suturt  of  the  Uteru*.  Bjf 
Dr.  Goiifroy,  of  Mayttue.'—Oa  the  STlh  of  March,  1840,  Dr.  Oodfroy  waa 
called  by  M.  Renant  to  a  poor  woman  who  had  been  two  days  in  labour. 

■G«sMlaM«die«le,  UJuillet,  1840;  and  Br.  and  For.  Med.  Rev  Oct.  1B40,  p.  S78. 
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Tbc  lerm  of  gestatioD  was  stated  to  have  passed  over  by  fifYeen  days.  The 
patient  wan  of  smalE  stature,  of  a  slight  aod  rickety  constitution,  wilh  that 
malfurroalioD  of  the  hips  nhich  gives  the  peculiar  chnra^^teri&lic  walk  to 
womcD  so  affected.  She  was  married  lo  a  oibd  of  similar  constiiaiion,  aod 
her  age  was  forly-two.  Dr.  Godfroy  having  pissed  the  eDiir«  hand  iato  ihe 
Tagioa,  discovered  a  portion  of  ihe  cranium  in  the  form  of  a  wedge,  iba 
bonea  of  which  crossed  each  other  at  the  lutares.  The  summit  of  (be  head 
was  wedged  between  the  sacro-veriebral  angle  (wbich  was  very  promibent) 
and  [he  pubis,  this  space  nol  exceeding  two  inches.  Delivery  even  wilh 
the  assisranc?  of  the  forceps  being  therefore  impossible,  and  ibe  woman  be- 
ginnjos  10  give  way  under  the  excessive  pains,  it  was  necessary  that  some- 
thing should  be  promptly  underlakea.  Three  modes  .presented  themselves: 
fifbl,  ti)  perforate  the  cranium  and  remove  the  trunk  piecemeal;  secondly, 
10  peiroim  symphysoaloniv;  and,  lastly,  ihe  cKsarlan  section.  From  (he 
peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case,  the  first  of  these  methods  seemed  fraught 
wi(h  great  danger,  and  tbe  life  of  the  infant  being  ascertained  was  anoiber 
objection.  It  appeared,  further,  impossible  lo  alTord  a  sufficient  opening  lo 
give  play  to  (be  forceps  by  dividing-  (he  symphysis,  and  the  ctesarian  section 
was  therefore  attempted.  The  patient  was  placed  upon  a  table  furnished  is 
a  bed,  with  her  head  depressed,  and  her  legs  raised  and  everted.  Every 
means  being  adopted,  by  emptying  the  bladder,  dtc,  to  reader  the  skin  lax 
and  fix  Ihe  uterus,  Ibe  operator  made  a  vertical  iocision  fiom  ibe  umbilicus 
almost  to  (he  pubes.  The  Integuments  having  been  divided  tissue  by  tissoe, 
the  peritoneum  was  opened  cautiously,  and  lifted  up  while  the  incision  was 
prolonged  upvrards  and  downwards.  The  folds  being  turned  back,  the 
uterus  was  carefully  opened  about  the  median  line.  Tbe  placenta  was  fixed 
to  the  anterior  part  of  the  uterus,  and  was  readily  recognised,  seized,  and 
withdrawn  by  the  hand.  The  infant  waa  very  carefully  removed  by  the 
feet,  and  tbe  umbilical  coid  divided  ;  the  child  uttered  a  cry  and  was  saved. 
Its  weight  was  about  sis  pounds  and  a  faalf.  No  vessel  required  tyin^.  The 
uterus  was  held  near  the  abdominal  orifice  and  cleaned,  and  then  being  left 
lo  itself,  contractions  immediately  came  on,  and  all  hemorrbage  ceased. 
The  wound  in  tbe  uterus,  however,  did  not  readily  unite,  but  left  a  consider- 
able  space  between  the  edges.  Borne  points  of  suture  were  therefore  applied 
by  means  of  comqion  needles,  armed  with  double  waxed  threads,  and  passed 
through  tbe  whole  thickness  of  the  wound.  The  reunion  was  perfect,  and 
then  toe  uterus  was  entirely  abandoitedi  The  abdominal  orifice  was  closeit 
in  a  similar  manner  ihtougn  the  whole  thickness  of  tbe  iniegumenis,  even 
iDclodiog  the  pecjioneum.  Tbe  edges  were  perfectly  united,  except  at  the 
lower  part,  where  a  small  orifice  was  left  for  any  suppuration  which  might 
ensue.  Charpie  and  a  strong  bandage  being  applied,  the  patient  was  plaied 
in  bed  with  her  head  and  knees  elevated. 

Some  slight  lever  arose,  and  the  patient  was  iwice  bled.  During  the  two 
succeeding  days  the  usual  sanguinoleni  evacuations  issued  from  ihe  vulva. 
The  dressings  were  removed  on  the  1st  of  April^  and  were  found  scarcely 
soiled  by  suppuration,  Fresh  chaipie,  steeped  in  cream,  was  applied  and 
left  lill  the  61b,  when  the  union  appearing  firtn,  the  threads  of  the  sutures 
were  all  divided,  and  the  wouud  simply  dressed  till  Ibe  S4th,  when  iheie 
eiisted  no  trace  of  suppuration.  There  was  no  ftrver,  and  the  patient  left 
her  bed  on  thai  day,  tating  care  to  sustain  the  cicatrix  with  a  bandage.  The 
care  was  perfect. 

M,  Desormeaui  and  others  have  strongly  objected  te  the  sutures  oT  tbe 
uterus.  Dr.  Oodfroy  thinks  their  danger  has  been  exaggerated.  At  all 
events,  the  rapidity  of  the  cure  in  this  case,  without  the  occurrence  of  aojr 
aceideot,  it  very  remarkable. 
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Case  of  Puerptral  Pever,  mtk  Unusual  Slou^ing.  By  Dr.  Loven- 
hardl,  of  Prenzlau.' — Tbe  patient  was  a  woman  tDiTty-fonr  yeiii  old,  pr«- 
viouslf  healibjr  aod  attoag,  wbo  was  delirered  with  ibe  forcepg  on  the  IStb 
of  November.  Her  five  prerioua  labours  bad  been  natural,  and  nothing  dao- 
geroas  had  occurred  in  theni,  except  ifaai  after  the  last  ahe  had  bad  Mvnt 
periiooitis. 

On  the  15th  or  Noreinber  all  the  sftnplonii  of  peritonitis,  whieb  ap- 
peared to  be  especially  severe  !□  the  hypogastric  region,  came  on  afler 
eiposore  to  cold.  On  the  16ih  and  17th  she  was  largely  bled  three  tiioea, 
and  numeroos  leeches  were  applied  ;  purgatives  and  calcnnel  and  opium  were 
also  administered,  bat  no  relief  was  afforded.  Large  mercurial  inunctions 
were  then  added,  but  the  mouth  was  oot  at  all  afiected,  and  the  symptorai 
grew  daily  worse.  On  the  21sl,  no  benefit  having  yet  resulted  from  the 
treatment,  tbe  look  thirty  drops  of  tbe  oil  of  turpeoiine.  li  produced  con- 
siderable pain  and  heat  in  passing  urine,  but  on  the  next  day  there  appeaied 
to  be  a  slight  improvement  in  both  the  general  and  local  symploint. 

On  the  moTDiDg  of  tbe  23d,  however,  though  tbe  general  cooditioa  of  tbe 
patient  seemed  to  be  improved,  the  author  found  a  gangrenoas  spot  as  large 
as  the  palm  of  the  haod  three  inches  below  the  umbilicus,  and  on  culling 
into  ii  to  a  depth  of  two  inches,  be  discoveied  that  not  Ibe  slightest  pain 
was  produced.  A  part  of  the  slough  was  removed,  and  pyroligaous  acid, 
with  a  deeoctioo  of  bark  and  aromalics,  was  ordered  to  be  applied.  Bark 
was  also  given  internally  with  tnuriaiic  acid. 

The  sloughing,  however,  continued,  and  on  the  27lh  it  was  fonad  necea- 
■ary  to  remove  a  poilion  of  Ihe  abdominal  walls  as  Urge  as  tbe  whole  hand. 
On  the  day  after,  an  opening  formed  into  the  iniestine  on  the  left  side,  where 
the  sloughing  extended  most  deeply,  and  a  large  quantity  of  fecal  mailer 
was  discharged  thioogh  it. 

The  patient,  who  had  previously  appeared  stronger  than  might  have  been 
expected,  now  became  much  depressed,  and  as  the  constant  feca!  discharge 
through  tbe  wound  maintained  a  permanent  irriiaiion,  it  was  determined  to 
lr]r  to  close  the  opening  into  tbe  iniestine.  The  operalioo  UDderiaken  for 
ibis  purpose  was  however  unsuccessful;  the  iniestine  was  found  to  be  per- 
forated in  at  least  three  places,  and  no  mode  of  remedying  its  coodiiioD 
could  be  imagioed.  Tbe  patient  became  gradually  more  and  more  weak; 
on  the  7ih  of  December  a  considerable  hemorrhage  from  the  ulems  occurred, 
and  she  died  a  few  bours  after. 

On  examination  there  was  found  at  ibe  aperture  where  the  sleughing  bad 
passed  through  the  abdominal  walls,  an  excessively  thickened,  inflamed, 
and  partly  gangrenoos  layer  of  peritoneum,  and  beneath  ibis  the  Immensely 
swollen  omentum,  to  which  about  six  inches  of  small  iniesilDe  were  adbe- 
rent.  In  this  portion  of  intestine,  which  was  highly  inflamed,  there  wer« 
three  apertures,  of  wbicb  the  largest  was  about  two  inches  and  a  hnlf  long, 
and  was  directed  towards  the  left  ilium ;  a  second  opened  to  the  right  and 
upwards;  and  a  third,  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  was  situated  at  the  lower 
|mrl  of  the  iniestine.  Their  edges  were  uneven  and  swollen,  but  appeared 
cicatrising. 

On  Iht  Etiology  and  Treatment  of  Congenital  LnxationM  and  PMtttdo- 
Luxation»  of  the  Femur.  By  Dr.  J.  GueTin.*-~l  have  established  it  as  a 
fact,  in  my  History  of  Deformities  of  the  Osseous  System,  thai  ihe  greater 
number  of  cong«nital  articular  contractions  are  the  product  of  primitiv* 

muscalar  retraction I  conclude;  1.  That  congenital  luxations 

of  tbe  hip-joist  are,  like  club-foot,  toriicolis,  and  spinal  deviations,  the  pro- 

>  Casper's  WuchmiMhrift.  Mai  16, 18W ;  and  Br.  and  For.  Med.  Rev.  Oct.  1040,  p.  ST9.' 
t  OsHlla  HMioale  4*  Psri^  No.  iv^  1840;  and  Br.  and  For.  Med.  Rav.,  OcL  1840, 
p,57S, 
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dnot  of  piimiiire  muacnUc  reiraciion,  anil  ihat  tb«  kind  of  luzuion  depends 
upoD  ibe  diTection  id  which  the  reuaeiioo  hippens.  2.  There  exists  ao 
Older  of  deformiliea  of  [he  bip-joint  uoi  hiiberto  indicslfd,  and  to  which  f 
apply  ihe  term  pieudo-luxaiiant,  because  ibey  look  like  luxBiioaa,  althoosb 
the  head  of  the  bone  reuaiiis  ■□  the  cotyloid  ciTiiy.  These  vary  as  do  trie 
complete  luxations,  and  from  the  same  causes.  3.  The  esseDiial  trsatmeitt 
ooDsisIs  in  a  dirisioa  of  the  retracted  muscles.  I  hare  ihrice  performed 
this  operation  with  success,  "the  coageoital  iuzations  and  peeudo-iuzatioiu 
of  joints  depend  in  the  majority  of  cases  on  primiliTe  muscular  contraction, 
wtuch  lakes  place  in  three  differeut  modes :  by  shortening,  by  paralysis,  and 
b^  stoppajfe  of  dereiopment  of  the  retracted  muscles)  and  the  difiarent  va- 
rieties of  these  deformities  ale,  like  those  of  the  neck,  the  spine,  aod  ihe 
fool,  the  effect  of  this  retraction  differently  diiiribuied  In  the  muscle*  of 
these  paris.  Id  a  giil  aged  fouiteeu  years,  1  divided  the  biceps,  aemi-iendi- 
Dous,  semi-mem  bra  Dous,  and  rectus  iaternus,  for  two  incomplete  loiations 
of  Ibe  knee,  produced  by  primitife  rettaction  of  these  muscles;  oo  each  side 
there  was  subluzaiioo  of  the  tibia  bairknerds  upon  tbe  condyles  of  the  femur, 
roiaiion  of  the  limb  outwards  throiuh  tbe  space  of  aboui  one  fourth  of  a 
circle,  and  an  inclination  outwards  of  the  leg  upon  the  thigh  of  about  sixty 
degrees.  The  rotation  outwards,  the  lateral  rnclinaiioo  and  Ihe  gliding 
backwards  of  the  tibi«,  were  reduced  on  tbe  day  following  the  openlioD  to 
the  simple  norma)  flexion  of  the  leg  upoo  the  thigh,  and  since  that  period 
there  remained  nothing  more  than  a  certain  degree  of  permanent  flexion  of 
tike  joint,  in  order  to  convince  those  who  feel  any  ooubt  respecting  the 
safely  with  which  these  operations  may  be  performed,  1  may  add  that,  on 
tbe  same  day,  1  successively  divided  in  ibe  young  female  above  mentioned 
thiileeo  muscles  or  tendons  beuealh  the  skin,  for  Ihe  relief  of  certain  de- 
formities from  which  she. suffered ;  on  ihe  following  day  she  felt  no  kind  of 
pain  nor  indisposition,  nor  was  there  any  symptoms  of  loflammatioa  in  any 
one  of  the  divided  parts.  

On  the  Funic  belbnetsound.  By  Dr.  Dietrich}— \u  addition  to  tbe  pla- 
cental murmur,  and  those  accompany Idk  ihe  pulsations  of  the  fcetal  bean, 
there  is  a  third  sound  occasionally  to  be  heard  in  piegoant  women,  and  one 
which  is  well  ascertained  to  have  its  seal  in  the  umbilical  cord.  It  iaa 
single  murmuT  of  Ihe  bellows  species,  sod  synchronous  with  ihe  firai  sound 
of  the  fosial  heart.  Dr.  Dietrich  is  of  opinion,  herein  agreeing  wiih  others 
who  have  examined  ibis  subject,  that  tbe  sound  depends  on  diminution  of 
Ihe  calibre  of  tbe  umbilical  arteries,  either  through  pressure  or  stretching  of 
tbe  funis,  or  boib  combined.  He  gives  cases  illustraiiog  its  production  under 
these  different  couditionsi  In  the  first,  wherein  the  bellows-murmur  is  pre- 
sumed to  have  been  Ihe  effect  of  pressure,  the  umbilical  cord  was  of  the  un- 
usual leaglh  of  tweniy-four  inches  aod  a  half,  twisted  once  round  the  neck 
and  tighUy  knotted  in  lis  middle  third ;  the  knotted  part  bsving  acquired 
from  its  ligbtoess  a  wbiie,  shining,  tendinous  appesraoce.  In  two  cases 
exemplifying  ihe  occurrence  of  ihe  sound  in  consequence  of  a  tense  slate  of 
the  cord,  this  whs  only  len  and  fourteen  inches  long,  and  this  unusual  sborl- 
neas  led  to  greater  tension  In  tbe  former  instance  from  the  presentation  be- 
ing a  breech  one;  in  neither  case  was  the  cord  twisled  round  the  neck.  In 
the  example  of  prodaeiioo  of  the  sound  from  pressure  and  stretcbing  com- 
bined, the  navel-string  was  iweoiv-tbree  inches  long,  of  normal  structure, 
nsd  wound  twice  round  the  neck;  the  accogcheur  was  obliged  to  cut  it 
during  delivery,  finding  It  impossible  to  slip  it  over  the  head.  Here  the  pe- 
culiar sound  was  invariably  heard  on  every  examination;  ao.uousual  cir- 
eumsiance,  attributed  to  the  rightness  with  which  the  cord  was  twisted, 
whereby  change  of  posiilon  or  other  occurrences,  sometimes  causing  a  tem- 
porary oaasaiion  of  tbe  sound,  were  rendered  of  none  effect. 

■  Uedieiniic'ie  Zsltong.  No.  iiivil.  1839 ;  snd  Br.  and  Fur.  Med.  Rev.  July,  I84a 
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For  Ih*  AnMrlciR  Htdlul  laUlllfgaar, 

Aht.  L— history  of  VACCINATION  IN  CHINA. 

BT  W.    BECK    DIVED,    M.  D. 

Huu,  Hit.  IMO. 

7\>  the  Editor  of  the  American  Medical  Library  and  ItUelligeticer. 
Dear  Sir, 

Aa  the  dJMOfery  of  the  Taecine  vims  forms  ao  intnesimg  and  iiupoilant 
pan  of  the  history  of  medical  Mieace,  the  following  aketeb  of  its  iniroduc- 
tioQ  and  progress  in  China  may  not  be  devoid  of  ioiereBi  to  the  readers,  or 
wholly  QDWorthy  of  a  place  io  the  pages  of  your  valuable  joaraal. 

In  the  spring  of  1805,  and  whilst  James  Diumroond,  Esq.,  was  at  the 
head  of  the  affiiirs  of  the  hoaourable  the  East  India  Cocapaoy  in  this  c)UD- 
try,  the  Taecine  was  brought  by  Mr.  Hewit,  a  Portuguese  subject  and  a 
merehant  of  Macao,  in  his  vetse],  upon  live  snbjects  from  Manilla;— his 
Catholic  majesty  having  had  it  conveyed  by  suitable  means,  and  under  the 
care  of  professional  meo,  across  the  the  South  AmericuD  contioeal,  to  his  set- 
ilemeni  In  the  Pbiltipine  Islands.  One  of  them,  8r.  D.  F.  X.  Balmis,  slated 
himself  to  have  introduced  the  practice  of  vaccine  inoeolatioD  into  this  coun- 
try; but  before  his  arrival  in  China,  it  had  been  quite  exiensivelv  conducted 
b*  the  Porioguese  practitioners  at  Macao,  Bs  well  as  bf  Alexanoer  Pearson, 
Esq.,  chief  surgeon  to  the  British  Factory,  and  a  tract  upon  the  subject  (an 
abvtraet  of  which  I  subjoin)  drawn  up  by  thi^j  gentleman  had  been  trans- 
lated bv  Sir  Gteorge  Staunton  into  Cbinese,  and  published  several  months 
before  nis  arrival.  As  the  inoculation  among  suDJects  connected  with  the 
foreign  society,  or  with  the  settlement  of  Macao,  was  deemed  nugatory 
towards  an  establishment  of  the  practice  in  China,  it  was  from  the  be^n- 
ning  conducted^  first  at  some  expeaee,  by  inocnlaiions  at  staled  periods 
among  the  natives,— and  of  them,  necessarily,  the  poorest  classes,  who 
dwell  crowded  together  in  boats  or  otherwise,  so  that  (the  amall-poi  being, 
invariably,  an  annual  epidemic  in  Ibis  province,)  its  efficacy  soon  came  to 
the  test.  By  the  lime  the  British  factory  removed  from  Macao  to  Canton 
in  that  aeason,  a  degree  of  confidence  bad  been  established  io  its  favour; 
aad  in  the  course  of  the  winter  and  spring  mouths  of  1805-^,  and  during 
the  tiging  of  the  small-pox  (of  which  the  annual  period  of  attack  is  in 
February,  and  nf  iu  deelme  early  in  June,)  the  number  brought  for  inoeala- 
tion  was  great. 

At  that  time  it  was  considered  judicious  to  endeavour  to  give  the  practice 
exienaion  by  vaccinating  aa  many  as  poasible,  not  fully  aware  of  the  cha- 
"-'—^-"g  apathy  of  the  Chinese  to  what  does  not  immediately  appeal  (o 
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their  obseTTaiioii  through  the  exigeDcy  of  iheir  sufierings  or  iniervst?,  and 
erroDeously  thinking  that  such  s  benefit,  to  be  apprecialed,  required  but  lo 
be  kDDWD.  Very  niany  (it  may  be  safely  said  thousands}  were  inoculated 
in  the  course  of  twelve  monlhs;  and  eren  under  the  circumstBoces  slated, 
and  ID  that  early  stage  of  the  pursuit,  do  imputaiiou  was  lard  against  the 
■accesi  of  the  practice  which  admitted  of  being  traced, — an  iDstauce  of  good 
fOTtuDe  the  less  lo  hare  been  eipecled,  because,  iu  order  to  fulfil  the  views 
which  bid  been  lakeo  of  the  most  proper  means  for  itsdisserainaiioo,  Eevenil 
Chinese  were  iDslrncled  in  its  details,  ond  ihey  practised  it  extensively,  as 
well  at  a  distance  from  as  under  Mr.  Pearson's  inspection. 

When  ibe  small-poz  ceased  lo  be  an  epidemic,  the  evil  and  ibe  remedy 
against  it  were  equally  forgotten;  and  great  difficulty  was  found  in  pro- 
curing a  sufficient  number  of  subjecis  by  means  of  which  merely  lo  preserve 
the  Taecine.  In  fact,  since  its  first  iultoducliou  into  China,  it  has  been 
several  times  eiiinct ;  in  two  instaitces  it  was  again  brought  from  the 
islands  of  Leuconis.  Al  two  other  times,  when  lost  ai  Macao  and  Canton, 
it  has  been  found  to  have  been  kepi  up  in  the  country  districts  at  consider- 
able distance  from  either,  but  still  within  ihe  province  of  Canion. 

The  practice  spread  greatly  from  amons  the  lower  classes  of  society,  so 
as  10  have  become  general  among  the  middling  ranks,  and  to  be  frequently 
resoned  to  by  those  of  the  higher  conditioDs.' 

Reports  of  failure  were  occasionally  spread ;  aud  although  the  difficulty 
of  tracing  such  when  stated  was  a  greai  incidental  drawback,  and  ihougb 
the  occurrence  of  variola,  measles,  peiDphigui,  and  cutaneous  eruptions,  in 
persons  previously  vaccinated  was  aiitihuted  to  the  variolous  infection  ;  yet, 
upon  the  whole,  the  confidence  in  its  efficacy,  though  gradually  conceded, 
became  full,  giounded  upon  ample  and  annual  evidence  hefnte  adverted  lo, 
with  fewer  obstacles  from  prejudice  than  could  be  anticipated,  especially  in 
a  Chinese  comniunity.  The  circumstances  which  in  England  had  sbaken 
the  public  confidence  as  lo  the  practice  were  communicated  lo  the  Chinese 
inoculatots,  and  it  was  endeavoured  to  see  or  learn  (he  details  of  every  case 
of  rumoured  failure.  The  result  proved  satisfactory,  although  at  ihe  lime 
the  investigation  was  made  the  small'pox  bad  prevailed  in  a  usual  degree 
of  severity,  and  was  attended  with  mortslily.  Two  descriptions  of  cases 
were  traced:  one  in  which  ihe  supposed  vaccinaiioo  had  been  with  spurious 
mailer,  or  otherwise  imperfectly  or  unskilfully  conducted  ;  the  other,  when 
a  modified  small-pox  had  actually  ensued  after  inoculalioas  which  had  been 
made  and  bad  proceeded  regularly.  Of  the  first  description,  though  nume- 
rous, none  presented  themselves  who  had  been  vaccinated  under  inspection, 
or  at  ibe  Canton  institution.  Of  the  second  the  number  was  few,  hut  too 
many  lo  allow  of  any  doubt  as  lo  ihe  occurrence.  In  such  cases,  with  from 
50  to  200  eruptions,  the  fever  was  slight,— it  went  ofi'when  the  eruption 
appeared,  and  that  desiccated  about  the  fifth  day,  leaving  no  marks;  answer- 
ing elosely  to  the  real  phenomena  of  the  chicken-^x,  with  which  ihe  Chinese 
are  familiar,  as  occurring  after  small-pox,  or  vanolous  inoculation  practised 
in  their  mode.* 

From  their  medical  practitioners,  especially  those  whodevoteil  themselves 
peculiarly  to  the  treatment  of  small-pox,  it  at  Grsi  met  with  strenuous  oppo- 
■ition;  and  it  may  still  he  said  to  meet  with  little  acceptation. 

There  remained  only  one  prejudice  to  contend  with,  enierlsined  against 
ubmilliDg  the  children  to  vacciBiiion  during  the  gieat  heals  of  the  snmmei 
and  autumnal  months,  arising  no  doubt  from  an  obseivation,  generally  jnat, 

'  ODring  the  spring  oflSSS,  nnd  pirlly,  porbtp*,  in  conteqaenco  of  the  nnnraal  pre- 
valenoe  of  the  ■mBlJ.jnji,  Ifae  practics  w*i  terj  aitenBiie  in  Canton,  and  ■  little  grind. 
■OD  of  the  pivernor  Loo  via  among  the  aubjecia  riccinatetl. 

■  The  Chinaaa  mode  ii  lo  pUo*  a  littlu  of  the  liroi,  taken  from  a  former  paiienl, 
dried  and  reduced  to  powder,  on  cotlun  vdoI.  and  to  inaeit  thia  in  the  noitriL  Thia 
pnoliea  ii  not  nnrtaquantlj  foUoved  hj  bliadniM. 
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iImI  Ihe  msjoriir  of  4itMM>  Mtackiiig  or  bninght  od  aC  ihet*  seatoiM  ne 
more  than  naaallr  dangeroas  or  lerere. 

Witb  a  riew  to  ilie  renioTHt  of  tbu  impediment,  some  or  tbe  principal 
nenibers  of  ifae  Chioeie  coiporation,  in  whom  is  Tested  the  ezclnsire  privi' 
lege  of  eondacting  ibe  foreign  trade,  have  established  a  fund  for  efTaiding 
gnilDitoaa  ioocalatioD  to  the  poor  et  all  limei,  especially  framed,  and  jndi- 
eioaalf  so,  to  allot  smalt  premiums  to  those  who  briog  forvard  thair 
ebildreo  at  that  objectionable  period.  The  praeiice  is  coDduct«d  at  tb«ir 
hall  for  meetings,  eommoDlT  called  the  "Consoo  Hoase,"  by  ibe  Chioeafl 
raeeiaalor,  aud  great  numbers  ate  there  made  the  subjects  of  th«  virus, 
with  a  success  equal,  perhaps,  to  that  of  any  other  place  lo  Ihe  East. 

Though  the  practice  met  io  this  province  with  encourBgemenC,  ii  encoun- 
tered •iogutar  obsiacles  in  another  quarter.  After  baring  extended  to  the 
prorince  of  Kean^-sy,  adjoining  Canian  to  the  noiiheaii,  it  was  suddenly 
dropped  there,  being  opposed  by  Ihe  jealousv  and  cupidity  of  the  Budhiat 
priests.  Who,  in  that  pan  of  China,  had  a  double  interest  in  the  pretervatiott 
of  the  small-pox.  Id  the  first  place,  ihey  were  much  employed  in  the  basi- 
ness  of  inoculation  after  the  Chinese  method ;  and  secondly,  tbey  were  well  ' 
paid  for  certain  minislrutions  witb  ibeir  deities'  to  avert  or  mitigate  the 
scourge.  Tbas  it  was  that  these  worthies,  who  benefited  by  tbe  harvest, 
always  wished  lo  leave  a  Ihite  for  seed.  Tbe  breaking  out  of  tbe  scarlet 
fever  anfortunaiely  aSbrded  them  plausible  giound  of  I^riIDin■lion  against  a 
practice,  which  was  said  lo  retain  the  poison  in  tbe  system,  lo  appear  at  a 
fature  time  in  still  worse  shapes. 

In  Ibe  autumn  of  1830,  Mons.  Despiana,  French  suneon  io  the  service  of 
the  king  of  Cochin  China,  arrived,  bringing  a  letter  from  Mons.  Vannier, 
then  aelinc  as  minister  to  that  sovereign,  requesting  furtherance  to  his 
which  was  to  convey  vaccine  to  Cochin  China,  for  which  place  he 


departed  in  February,  1821,  and  succeeded  in  bis  objec 

It  is  known  to  have  been  conveyed  again  to  Keane-ey,  as  well  as  lo 
Eeang-nan  and  Tuhkifin  prnviocesj  it  ha^  also  reached  Peking,  bul  unfor- 


lonetely  was  again  lost  there. 

On  my  arrival  here  last  autumn,  [  found  the  virus  extinct,  and  was  in- 
formed thai  ihe  small-pox  the  year  previous  bad  been  unusually  severe  and 
destructive.  Having  occasion  lo  visit  Canton  in  December,  on  ray  return 
10  Macao  tbe  same  moalh,  I  brought  with  me  a  child  who  bad  been  vacci' 
Dated  ai  the  Consoo  House  a  few  days  previous  to  my  departure  by  ifae 
Chinese  vaccinator,  Heen-qua,  purser  io  Mow-qua,  one  of  the  senior  Hong 
merchant!!. 

The  practice  was  thus  revived  again,  and  the  virus  freely  circulated 
among  me  Chinese  and  Portuguese  population.  In  order  lo  ensure  a  con* 
sidersble  quantity  of  the  lym|ih,  and  the  reiurn  of  (he  children  to  tbe  hospi- 
tal, several  punctures  were  inserted  into  each  arm.  and  the  parents  or 
guardians  required  to  deposit  a  sum  of  money,  which  would  be  refunded  on 
ibeir  return  at  the  appointed  time,  ihe  eighth  or  ninth  day. 

The  virus  having  become  extinct  at  Singapore,  I  enclosed  some  fresh 
lymph  in  wax,  between  plates  of  glass,  and  sent  it  down;  and  have  had  ibe 
pleasure  of  being  informed,  uader  date  of  April  3d,  ihat  iis  introdociion  waa 
successful.  There  has  always  been  great  difficulty  experienced  fay  the  phy- 
sicians at  Uingapore  in  keeping  up  the  vaccine,  from  what  cause  is  not 
known.  Whether  the  difficulty  is  equally  as  great  with  (he  native  as  witb 
foreign  populaiion,  I  bare  not  ascertained ;  perhaps  a  eolnlion  of  this  ques- 
lioo  may  throw  some  light  upon  the  auhjeci. 

The  following  is  an  absiract  of  Ihe  conteois  of  a  Chinese  work  on  ihe 
Vaceine  iDoculation,  originally  written  in  Kngliah,  by  Alexander  Pearson, 
Esq.,  Iranslaled  into  Chinese  by  Sir  George  Thomss  Siaunion,  Bart.,  and 

*  Tbey  have  one  parlicniar  goddess  called  "TUn  hwi  ahing  moo,"  which  has  been 
•ooitnwd  "  Onr  Lady  of  Ihc  SmalKpox." 
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printed  at  Canton  in  1805,  at  tke  expense  «f  the  Eaat  In3w  Companf,  ander 
the  diiectioD  of  James  DrummoDd,  Esq.,  then  president  or  the  select  com- 
mittee, and  with  the  sanction  of  Qrew-qua,  a  Chinese  merchant  of  the 
privileged  class. 

Origin  of  the  small-pox,— when  and  where  first  knowo,— its  dreadrut 
raragei  on  the  boman  Irame  aod  race.  First  introdaction  of  common  in- 
OCUlatioD,  a  remedy,  but  an  imperfect  one, — descriptioii  of  it.  At  length 
the  Taccine  disease  is  discoverea  in  England, — certain  persons  employed  in 
milking  cows  are  found  not  to  contract  the  disease  of  the  smali-pox.  This  fact 
comes  to  the  knowledge  of  Di.  Jenner, — he  iovestigates  the  cause, — dis- 
covers blue  pustules  on  the  udder  of  the  cow,  and  eonceires  the  idea  of 
applying  the  matter  arising  therefrom  to  the  human  hody  as  a  prevenliTe  to 
Ibe  contagion  of  the  small-pox.  On  experience  it  is  found  that  on  the  fourth 
day  B  pustule  appears — on  the  eighth  or  ninth  it  fills  with  matter — and  on 
the  fourteenth  disappears.  The  practice  is  approved,  and  extends  all  over 
Europe,  Asia,  and  America, — millions  are  thus  inoculated,  aod  protected 
against  the  ravages  of  the  natural  small-pox.  The  king  of  Spain,  highly 
approving  of  It,  sends  children  who  had  been  inoculated  with  ibis  vaccine 
Tirns  in  bis  ships  to  various  pans  of  his  dominions,  especially  ibe  Philippine 
Islands,  from  whence  this  vaccine  matter  has  now,  in  the  4th  moon  of  the 
lOih  year  of  the  reieniog  emperor,  Kia-king[,  been  at  length  obtained  io 
China.  The  Bnglisn  and  Portuguese  physicians  residing  on  rhe  spot  have 
introduced  the  practice, — some  hundreds  have  already  been  inoculated, 
without  one  instance  of  hilure.  Recapitulation, — essential  difietence  be- 
tween the  vaccine  and  the  small-pox, — mode  of  inoculation  minutely 
described, — progressive  symptoms, — genuine  pustule  how  disiiogaishable, 
— mode  of  conveying  the  virus  upon  needles  to  a  distance, — false  --  — 
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A«T.  IT.— ON  THE  CONTBACnLITY  OP  THE  BLOOD-VESSELS. 

BY    OB.    HENLB,    OF  BERLIN.' 

The  object  of  the  author  in  the  present  paper  is  to  oBer  anatomical  evi- 
denee  io  favour  of  the  views  respecting  the  nature  of  inflammation  which 
he  expressed  in  his  "  Paibologieal  Investigations,"  and  of  which  we  gave  a 
full  analysis  io  our  numbei  for  April  last.  He  now,  in  support  of  those 
opinions,  advances  that  the  structure  of  the  middle  coat  of  the  artery  ia 
intermediate  between  cellular  and  muscular  tissue;  aod  ibat  the  vessels 
must  therefore  be  liable  to  those  changes  of  calibre  under  the  direct  or  sym- 
pathetic influence  of  the  nerves  to  which  he  believes  that  inflammation  ia 
due.  With  reference  to  his  conclusions,  we  can  only  repeat  the  opinion 
^ven  in  the  review  already  mentioned,  that  mere  dilatation  of  blood-vessels 
II  not  inflammation,  and  that,  even  if  ii  were  proved  that  depression  of  the 
supposed  motor  nerves  of  the  blood-vessels  could  result  as  an  nolagoniat 
phenomenon  of  the  excitement  of  the  sensitive  nerves,  this  would  conititoW 
bat  one,  and  not  the  most  important  part  of  inflammation.  However,  the 
present  anatomical  observations  of  Ihe  authoi  are  not  much  the  less  interest- 
ing becsuse  he  makes  them  the  groundwork  of  incorrect  pathology  ;  if  true, 
they  afford  additional  proof,  and  indeed  the  only  evidence  that  was  wanting, 
to  establish  that  the  blood-vessels  are  sobject  to  changes  of  tbeii  calibre 

I  Caspar's  Wuchonachrin,  Mai  38, 1640;  and  Br.  and  For.  M«L  Rev.  Oct  18U,  p. 
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aoder  other  than  mere  pbyiioal  iDfliieneeii.  And  it  n  bat  Atir  ihtu  this  evi- 
deDce  should  be  supplied  from  [he  school  of  Mfkller,  who  has  doue  so  ranch 
lo  throw  discredit  oa  the  opiaioiu  of  those  who  reguded  ibe  fact  as  already 
leasoaably  demoostraied. 

The  BicroBcopic  elements  of  the  middle  coat  of  the  artery  are  broad  aad 
rerj  flat  slightly  graonlated  fibres  or  bands,  which  lie  in  rincs  around  the 
iotcrnal  membrane.  In  the  ianermoet  layers  ihey  readily  oreak  up  into 
tolerably  Hinilar  loog  ibombic  JameltB,  which  are  much  like  flatlened  catide 
eells,  hot  are  longer  ia  proportion  to  their  breadth.  Of  these  lamellte  boom 
are  qaiie  hocni^eoeoiH,  oibers  present  at  one  part  a  dark  oral  spot  of  the 
iiirm  of  the  common  nuclei  of  cells,  which  lies  with  iu  greatest  diameter  ia 
the  loiw  axis  of  the  lamelln ;  and,  lastly,  on  others  this  spot  is  draws  ont 
into  a  longer  aad  GneL  dark  streak,  wbico  often  extends  over  the  whi^ 
lamella,  but  often  over  only  a  part  of  it,  and  often  is  replaced  by  a  row  of 
imall  dark  poiats. 

In  the  more  external  layers,  the  lamelUe  unite  into  long  and  rery  aeldotn, 
if  ever,  branched  fibres;  the  dark  streaks  also  become  connected  together, 
■ot  only  joining  with  one  another  by  their  ends,  but  at  the  same  lime  send- 
ing off  lateral  branches  by  which  Ihey  anastomose.  Thus  (be  middle  coat 
of  the  artery  consists  of  numerous  layers  of  granalaled  Irunverse  bands 
(of  O'OOS  lines  diameter),  and  of  a  uystem  oi  network  of  dark  streaks  among 
them.  These  haie  some  resemblance  to  elastic  fibres,  and  have  given  rise 
lo  the  opinion  that  this  coat  consists  of  elaEiic  tissue.  Btit  a  true  elBsiie 
coat  exists  only  on  the  larger  arteries  external  to  (he  middle  one.  The 
granulated  bands  of  the  middle  coat  dissolve  in  acetic  acid,  the  dark 
branched  streaks  do  not,  and  they  may  therefore  by  ita  meana  be  eaaily 
demuQstraied. 

In  the  lar^r  veins  there  is  an  exactly  similar  layer  of  transverse  fihrea 
next  to  the  inner  coat;  bat  it  is  always  very  tbio.  and  may  be  entirely  ab- 
sent. (In  the  inner  coat  of  the  veins,  however,  a  longitudinal  layer  ofsucb 
fibres,  which  is  much  ihioner  or  absent  in  the  aneries,  is  in  general  consi- 
derably developed.)  If  one  follows  these  fibres  outwards,  it  is  seen  bow, 
■bough  at  first  they  were  straight  and  stifi^  tbev  gradually  assume  the  pecu- 
liar waviness  of  fasciculi  of  cellular  tissue,  and  how  at  last  there  appears  in 
tbem  an  obscure  and  then  a  more  and  more  evident  breaking  up  into  sejm- 
rate  parallel  and  tottuous  filaments ;  for  each  granulated  fiat  fibre  there  is  a 
fasciculus  of  cellolar  tissue.  T be  dark  streaks  on  tbese  fasciculi  at  first 
form  a  network  like  that  which  they  present  on  the  granulated  fibres  of  the 
middle  arterial  coat;  sraduall*  thev  beeorae  finer  and  more  translucent, 
the  lateral  branches  l«d«,  and  nothing  is  seen  but  dark  and  very  large 
wavy  fibres,  such  as  universally  occur  between  the  fasciculi  of  cellular 
tissue.  Theee  fasciculi  become  pale  and  dissolve  in  acetic  acid ;  the  fibraa 
remain. 

If  the  muscular  coat  of  the  atomaeh  or  of  the  intestine  be  examined  suc- 
ceasively  from  the  seroDi  to  the  mucous  menabrane,  (here  are  found  exter- 
nally lamellB  similar  to  those  in  the  innermost  layers  of  the  middle  atterial 
coal,  with  ibe  same  nuclei  and  the  same  development  of  the  nuclei  into 
atreaks.  Towards  tbe  mucous  membrane  the  laminK  coalesce  into  broad 
fibres,  the  well-known  organic  muscular  fibres  which  in  their  microscopic 
■ad  cbvraieal  characters  agree  with  Ibe  fibres  of  the  middle  coat  of  the 
artery,  hut  which  frequently  exhibit  obscure  division*  into  finer  parallel 
fibrea.  The  dark  slteaks  are  much  finer,  fewer,  less  branched,  and  more 
aimilar  (o  the  fine  iotorstilial  fibres  of  the  cellular  fasciculi  just  mentioned. 
The  so-called  muscular  Jibrei  of  tbe  stomach  and  intestines,  then,  corr»- 
•pond  to  Ihe/aact'cuJt  of  the  cellular  tissue  and  of  the  striated  muscles. 

I  have  not  yet,  says  Dr.  Heale,  traced  ibe  transition  from  the  organic 
muscular  fibres  to  the  striated  muscular  fasciculi,  and  I  shall  merely  men- 
tion ^t  in  (he  latter  abo  the  system  of  dark  interstitial  fibres  insoluble  in 
acetic  acid  occiifs  aoatetines  m  the  foim  of  nu«lei,  sometimes  of  longer 
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sl)«aki,  aod  •ometitnes  of  eitreoielT  fiii«  wavy  fibre*.  It  it  well  Imown 
(hat  the  orsaoic  and  iirifttei)  muscular  fasciculi  aissolve  io  acetic  acid.  Th« 
chemical  difference  between  the  middle  coat  of  the  arienr  aod  the  roaselas 
is  esplained  by  ibe  predominant  quantity  of  intetaliliHl  fibres  in  the  former. 
The  aDelQinical  identity  of  the  above-mentioned  tissues  in  all  essential 
points  is  thus,  I  believe,  demonstrated;  with  the  less  eMential  anatomical 
diffetencea  there  correspond  differences  of  fanctions.  The  striated  muscles 
are  generally  subject  to  tbe  will,  and  react  on  mechanical  and  electric  sii- 
mnli,  but  not  on  the  application  of  cold;  the  heart  is  an  exeepiioD,  having 
•trialed  fasciculi,  but  not  being  voluntarily  moreable;  the  organic  mtiecles 
react  as  tbe  striated  do,  but  are  removed  from  the  influence  of  tbe  will ;  tb« 
middle  coat  of  the  artery  is  aus'lomicBlly  similar  to  the  organic  muscular 
membrane,  it  is,  like  them,  involuntary,  it  reacts,  like  thena,  on  roecbanieal 
■irmuli,  and  also  on  ibe  ■pplication  of  cold,  but  not  of  electricity ;  the  con- 
tractile cellular  liesue^,  for  example,  the  tunica  darios,  similarly  involun- 
lary,  has  the  same  relations  to  cold  as  tbe  middle  coat  of  the  arterv,  but  is 
not  excited  to  contraction  by  mechanical  impressions.  In  the  animal  musclen 
contraction  folloiving  upon  irritation  is  sudden  and  single;  in  the  heart  sud- 
den and  peristaltic ;  in  the  ioiestioe  slow  and  peristaltic;  in  tbe  arteries 
and  the  cellular  tissue  slow  and  continuous. 

The  contractility  of  the  iai^ei  arteries  is  proved  by  experiment,  and  w* 
may  venture  lo  ascribe  it  to  the  smaller  ones  as  far  as  ibey  agree  in  sirac- 
tore  with  tbe  larger,  that  is,  so  far  as  tbe  layer  of  circular  Bbres  is  coo  tinned. 
Now  Ibis  may  b«  recognised  on  vessels  or  from  0015  to  0002  of  a  line  is 
diameter,  by  rendering  them  transparent  with  acetic  acid  and  examiniof 
them  under  the  microscope.  The  interstirial  dark  streaks  are  then  seen 
running  straight  or  somewhat  obliquely  round  tbe  vessel,  at  distances  from 
each  other  which  are  equal  to  the  breadth  of  a  eranulaied  fibre,  in  single 
layers  on  the  small,  and  in  numerous  layers  on  the  large  vessels.  Separate 
fibres  may  also  be  exhibited  on  arteries  of  this  size  by  (earing  them.  In 
smaller  arteries,  however,  ibis  is  not  possible  :  hut  pven  on  those  of  0*007  of 
a  line  in  diametei  (including  their  walls),  there  may  be  seen  over  tbe  epi- 
thelium a  layer  of  transverse,  oval,  and  in  part  very  elongated  nuclei,  which 
may  be  recognised  as  the  origins  of  the  dark  interstitial  fibres  of  the  middle 
coat,  by  the  circumstance  that  there  is  a  gradual  transition  to  the  form  i>r 
the  latter,  and  that  they  already  lie  at  the  same  distance  from  one  another. 
Between  them,  therefore,  the  same  aubatancc  must  exist  as  between  the 
tntersiltial  fibres  of  the  middle  coat  of  tbe  larger  arteries,  though  it  is  not 
yet  airanged  in  separate  circular  fibres.  In  vessels  of  ibis  degree  nf  minuie- 
nese,  the  distinctioos  between  arteriea  and  veins  are  no  longer  to  be  dis- 
cerned. Capillaries  of  less  rbao  0-007  diameter  (the  smallest  are  from  0-008 
to  0'003)  have  indeed  separate  transverse  oval  nuclei,  but  they  have  no 
Rpeciel  middle  coat.  The  smallest  consist  only  of  a  ihin  quite  structureless 
membrane,  in  which  oval  nuclei  lie  here  and  there  in  a  longitudinal  position ; 
those  that  are  something  larger  have  an  epithelium  of  nuclei  within  thia 
structureless  piimary  membrane 

For  the  opinion  that  the  contraction  of  the  membrane  of  the  vessels,  like 
thai  of  the  muscles,  is  under  tbe  influence  of  the  nerres,  I  can  addnee  an 
anatomical  fact.  Purkinje  has  seen  fine  nervous  iwi^  on  the  cerebral 
vessels  ot  sheep;  and  Valentin  both  on  them  and  on  many  other  blood- 
vessels; and  I  hare  mvself  often  observed  nervous  filaments  presenting  Ibe 
character  of  the  so-called  organic  fibres  on  small  vessel*  such  as  one  can 
sec  undissecied  with  powerful  lenses.  On  a  vessel  of  the  pia  mater  of  one 
fil'th  of  a  line  in  diameter,  I  saw  such  a  nervoos  fasciculus  (of  0-009  of  a  line 
in  diameter)  ascending  to  tbe  upper  wall  of  the  vessel,  which  was  turned 
towards  the  eye,  then  luining  round  it  to  il«  posterior  wall,  and  then  continu- 
ing its  course  in  tbe  same  direction.  1  have  seen  this  winding  of  the  nerrea 
round  ihe  vessels  only  on  very  small  portions  of  the  latter,  but  I  have  ob- 
served it  so  often  ibai  1  cannot  regard  it  a*  an  iccideitt.    In  one  caa«  a 
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■mailer  faaoienlut  wan  gireo  oSi  it  conaiUejd  of  ooljr  ifarea  or  four  Gbrea, 
and  passed  along  I  be  Teasel. 

Art.  III.— on  THE  OPERATION  FOR  STRABISMUS. 

DV  PROFEBaOB   DIEFCeNMCH.'  ^ 

Since  mj  first  cDtumunicatiDn  on  rhja  operatioD,  it  haa  had  sucb  a  general 
racepiion  and  bas  acquired  such  an  imporianee  aa  1  did  oot  al  that  lime 
aniicipaie.  Upwards*  of  300  cases  have  been  operated  on  hy  me  wiihia  a 
bw  months,  and  both  in  Berlin  and  in  other  places  ny  proeeediog  haa  been 
fre^iuentljr  imiiaicd.  I  propose  to  give  bere  a  short  general  view  of  the  re- 
snlisof  mjr  observations. 

The  fouDCest  iadividuals  in  whom  1  have  undertaken  the  division  of  the 
shonened  muscle  of  the  eye  were  five  years  old :  the  oldest  were  uptvards 

Sometiniet  one,  sumetimrs  boih  eyes  squinted,  and  the  operation  bad 
generally  the  same  favourable  result  in  both  cases.  When  boib  eyes  wete 
affected,  1  either  operated  6rst  on  that  which. squinted  roost,  and  when  that 
was  quite  well  on  the  other,  or  else  od  both  at  the  same  time. 

Squinting  inwards,  from  shorieninz  at  the  rectus  internus,  was  by  far 
most  fiequenL  Sometimes  the  trochiearis  muscle  was  also  shortened,  so 
thai  it  was  necessary  to  divide  ii  as  well  as  the  rectus.  In  the  whole  nam' 
ber  of  those  I  operated  on  there  were  only  a  fen  who  squinted  oulwardb,  and 
atill  fewer  in  whom  the  eye  was  directed  upwards,  or  upwards  and  inwards. 
I  fonnd  no  eyes  at  nil  that  squinted  downwards. 

Strabismus  opwanis  was  sometimes  complicated  with  blepharoptusis.  The 
division  of  the  rectus  superior  not  only  cured  the  squinting,  but  the  ptosis 
gradually  diminished  alter  ii. 

Strabismus  outwards  or  inwards  was  onen  complicated  with  nysiagmn* 
bulbi.  After  the  division  ol  the  exteroat  or  internal  rectus,  not  only  did  the 
■quiuiing  eease,  but  in  general  tbe  nystagmus  also.  In  olher  cases,  bow- 
ever,  the  latter  was  persistent,  and  did  not  decrease  till  after  the  division  of 
the  Teeius  superior,  orobliquus  superior,  or  rectus  esiernus. 

When  catHiBct  and  strabismus  coexisted,  the  operalionB  for  both  were 
done  at  the  same  lime,  and  the  result  was  in  every  case  favourable  lo  both. 

In  most  of  the  patieois  the  strabismus  had  commented  io  very  early  child- 
hood, after  ophTbalmia  beonalorum,  scrofulous  iDBamtDBtion  of  the  eyes  with 
nlcers  on  the  cornea,  or  after  acute  exanthemata,  &c.  In  many  there  were 
cicatrice*  on  the  cornea  or  cataraeia  centralis.  In  cases  of  the  former  kind, 
in  which  hitherto  artificial  pupils  would  have  been  made,  the  operation  was 
aiiended  by  success  and  ronsidcrable  improvement  uf  tbe  sight. 

All  those  who  had  strabismus  of  only  one  eye,  saw  more  weakly  with  it 
than  with  the  other ;  iu  those  who  squinted  with  both  eyes,  that  woich  was 
turned  least  was  usually  tbe  stronger.  The  weakness  of  the  one  eye  had 
been  observed  by  only  a  few  of  the  patients ;  they  had  naturally  looked  only 
with  the  better  eye,  and  ihe  other  had  been  unemployed.  The  operation 
completely  cured  the  weakness  of  sight ;  some  who  had  actually  amaurotic 
amblyopia  could  see  clearly  directly  after  it  was  performed. 

Some  of  the  paiieoi*  previous  to  tbe  upetaiioo  often  saw  double;  tliis 
defect  continued  for  some  time  after  ii,  and  then  gradually  ceased.  Somci 
others  who  had  never  seen  double  before  did  so  imntedlelely  after  ihe  ope- 
ration. These  had  been  iu  the  habit  of  looking  only  with  ibeir  strong  eye, 
while  the  other  had  been  unused.  The  improved  position  of  ibe  latter  com. 
pelled  it  to  see;  but  the  double  vision  was  subsequently  loai. 

■  Casper'*  WookensobriA,  Jalj  4, 1840 ;  and  Br.  and  For.  Med.  Rev.  Oct.  1840,  f. 
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Some  who  were  operated  od  did  not  see  lo  w«H  inmediaielr  after  u 
before  ibe  operalioD ;  but  afier  some  exercise  this  weakaeu  of  ritioD  ceued 
aod  ibey^  could  then  aee  quite  ctearljr.  The  cause  of  this  was,  that  wbeD 
tbe  eye  was  put  in  its  normal  position,  a  point  of  the  retioa  which  was  be- 
fore uuexercised  wag  now  brougbt  iuto  play,  and  required  some  practice 
before  it  could  fully  discharge  its  funeiions. 

(Iteration.  That  for  siiabismus  coDTergena  it  here  taken  as  the  type. 
The  operator  always  stands  un  tbe  right  side  of  the  patient,  whether  he  be 
operating  on  the  riKhi  or  on  the  left  eye.  The  patient  sits  oa  a  stool,  and  an 
BBsistsDt  standing  behind  himdrawsop  tbe  upper  eyelid  with  a  Peilier's  hook. 
A  second  assistant  draws  down  the  lower  eyelid  with  a  double  hook,  which 
is  set  in  a  handle,  and  of  which  the  teeth  are  connected  by  a  tiaosrcise 
piece.    He  kneels  down  before  the  paiient  so  as  not  to  be  in  the  way. 

The  operator  then  puts  a  fine  hook  into  the  conjunetira  at  the  inner  aogle 


of  the  eye,  juat  where  it  is  pasting  from  the  palpebrie  to  the  bulb,  passes 
saperficially  through  it,  and  gives  it  to  a  third  assistant  who  staods  on  tl 
len  side  of  the  patient.    The  operator  neit  passes  a  second  hook 


:h  the  cDDJuncitTs,  about  a  tine  and  a  half  from  the  firat. 
then  both  at  the  same  time  draw  their  hooks  a  little 


up,  so  as  lo  raise  a  fold  of  the  conjunctiva,  and  at  the  same  time  poll  the 
balb  somewhat  outwards.  Tbe  fold  is  then  divided  with  a  pair  of  curved 
eje-scisEors ;  and  this  cut  Qsuallv  at  once  exposes  the  leudon  and  tbe  ante- 
nor  part  of  the  muscle.  A  couple  of  cnts  with  the  scissors  then  expose  the 
outer  surface  of  the  muscle ;  a  rather  blunt  hook  is  passed  under  its  tendon, 
and  the  two  shaip  hooks  that  held  tbe  coojuoctiTa  ate  now  removed  ;  the 
eye  it  held  completely  in  the  power  of  tbe  blunt  hook,  and  is  to  be  drawn 
by  it  from  out  tbe  internal  angle  of  the  orbit.  A  flat  probe  is  then  pushed 
'        '     muscle,  and  the  loose  connection  by  cellular  tissue  between  ii  and 


(be  eve  is  broken  up.    The  division  of  the  muscle  is  msde  by  (be  ti 
alreaav  meotiooed,  either,  firsL  through  the  tendon  in  front  of  the  hooc;  or, 
second,  behind  the  hook,  at  the  begiuoiog  of  the  muscular  substanee;  or, 
ibird.  some  lines  deeper  back. 

Wnen  tbe  teodon  is  divided,  nothing  of  it  remains  on  tbe  eye,  aod  the 
rouscle  commonly  retracts  a  line  backwards.  When  the  muscle  itself  is 
divided  at  its  anterior  part  or  further  back,  its  posterior  portion  retracts,  and 
the  anterior,  which  remains  connected  with  the  bulb,  turns  forwards  like  a 
loose  Bap,  which,  according  to  circumstances,  may  be  removed  by  the  scis- 
sors or  pushed  bsck  into  the  wound  if  it  is  thought  desirable  that  it  should 
unite  ag4in  with  the  posterior  portion. 

In  practised  hands  tbe  whole  operation  seldom  lasts  more  than  a  mioaie; 
and  it  is  done  almost  without  pain.  When  finished,  the  eye  is  cleaned  with 
cold  water  and  a  soft  sponge.  The  after  treatment  consists  of  cold  lotions, 
and  very  great  abstinence  from  food  and  strong  drinks.  Tbe  patient  should 
be  kept  in  a  darkened  room.  In  most  cases  the  wound  heals  very  quicklv, 
and  after  a  few  weeks  no  traces  of  the  operation  remain,  and  tbe  eye  stanas 
in  its  normal  position. 

Tbe  operation  for  internal  strabismus  is  by  far  the  most  easy ;  the  division 
of  (he  obliquus  superior  for  squinting  upwards  and  inwards  Is  more  difficolt; 
that  of  the  rectus  inteinns  for  sirabiimus  divergens  is  more  difficult  still; 
and  the  most  difficult  of  all  is  tbe  division  of  the  rectus  superior  for  sqtrint- 
ing  upwards.  With  respect  to  the  manipulations  of  these  operations,  Ihey 
are  just  the  same  as  those  for  strabismus  convergensr 

Remarka  on  the  operatum.  Tbe  fixiog  of  the  upper  and  lower  eyetiila 
with  the  elevator  and  the  hook,  so  as  to  expose  the  whole  of  the  anterior 
surface  of  the  globe,  is  indispensable,  for  neither  ihe  will  of  the  patient  nor 
the  separation  of  the  lids  by  the  finger  can  do  Ibis  effectually. 

The  fixing  of  the  globe  can  be  accomplished  only  by  fine  hooks  carried 
superficially  through  Ihe  conjunctiva ;  the  seizing  and  elevation  of  the  fold 
of  conjunciiva  by  forceps  sounds  more  gentle  than  to  do  it  with  a  sharp 
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hook,  but  it  is  in  mliiv  far  more  paioful,  mote  iojarious,  and  more  ioMCure ; 
ihe  fold  raiiwd  op  by  th«  forceps  easily  tears  or  slips  from  iheir  grasp,  and  if 
the  forceps  are  made  with  hooks,  tb«y  wound  as  well  as  pincli  the  roem- 
braoe.     Two  hooks  must  be  employed  to  make  the  fold  tease  enough. 

The  great  number  of  operaiioos  thai  I  have  performed  has  giveo  me  op- 
porttioiiy  of  □hsei-Ting  the  phenomeiia  that  eoiue  subsequently  to  them,  and 
their  after  conieqneDces.  The  question  here  is  only  of  iDlernal  strabismus, 
but  aoy  soTgcoo  will  easily  supply  the  necessary  modifications  for  the  op«- 
ratioas  in  the  other  varieties,  la  the  first  case,  the  eye  after  the  division  of 
ibe  muscle  goes  into  its  normal  position.  In  (be  second  it  remains  iu  some 
d^ree  sqninling.     In  the  third  it  turns  aulwardi). 

In  my  first  operations,  Ihe  position  of  the  eye  after  the  diTisiou  of  (he 
muscle  was  leit  lo  chance,  but  1  grBdoslly  sacceeded  in  getting  it  into  my 
own  power  to  delennine  ii.  If  theie  be  the  slightest  def^ree  of  couvergent 
sti«bismus,  only  a  very  small  opening  should  be  made  in  ibe  conjunctiva, 
and  the  lendoD  only  divfded  close  to  the  eye,  without  separating  the  muscle 
from  Ibe  globe.  In  this  case  the  eye  at  first  almost  maiQlaios  its  previous 
position,  but  after  some  weeks  it  becomes  straight.  If  the  copjuocliva  be 
m«e  eilensirely  divided,  and  if  the  under  surface  of  the  muscle  be  sepa- 
rated from  the  globe  with  a  probe  and  then  cut  across,  the  squinting  is  at 
naec  nearly  or  completely  removed.  If  ibe  conjunctiva  be  divided  over  a 
greater  arc  and  towards  the  back  of  the  globe,  if  (he  cellular  tissue  be  ex- 
tensively separated  and  the  muscle  be  detached  far  back  and  divided  at  its 
middle,  then  the  eye,  even  in  cases  in  which  the  whole  cornea  was  before 
bidden  in  the  internal  angle,  stands  quite  straight  after  (he  operation. 

Hundreds  of  those  whom  1  have  cored  have  been  seen  by  our  own  and  by 
foreign  medical  men,  and  it  was  often  impossible  to  distiDguish  the  eye  ihat 
had  squinted  from  the  other. 

In  some  who  still  squinted  slightly  after  the  operation,  the  position  of  (he 
eye  was  made  perfectly  normal  by  tying  up  the  sound  eye  and  rolling  the 
globe  forcibly  outwards  so  as  lo  stretch  the  newly-formed  uniting  substance. 
In  others  of  those  whom  (  firsl  operated  on,  in  whom  I  had  not  adopted  this 
after  measure,  I  repeated  Ihe  operation;  and  I  found  that  in  fourteen  dava 
after  its  first  division  the  muscle  was  again  intimately  united  with  the 
globe,  and  that  with  the  exception  of  a  slight  thickening  and  induratiop  of 
Ibis  pail,  there  was  no  indication  of  a  previous  operation. 

Immediately  after  the  operation  the  eye  can  be  moved  inwards  by  the 
superior  obi iqoe,  and  at  a  later  period  by  the  divided  muscle,  which  has 
again  oniled  with  the  globe.  In  several  persons  in  whom  the  moscle  was 
dirided  deeper  in  ihe  orbit,  the  eye  turned  outwards  some  weeks  after  the 
operation,  so  ihai  there  was  aciiialty  an  external  strabismus.  If  the  diver- 
l^nce  was  but  slight,  il  was  often  sufficient  lo  snip  (betvpfen)  (he  conjunc- 
tiva at  the  inner  angle,  so  as,  by  the  shortening  of  the  membrane  that  was 
Ihns  produced,  to  bring  the  eye  into  (he  middle.  But  if  the  divergence  was 
greater,  I  then  divided  the  external  rectus  and  the  eye  became  stiai^hl 
again,  es|>ecially  when  I  at  the  same  lime  removed  a  fold  of  conjunctiva 
from  the  internal  angle,  for  the  cicatrix  that  (hen  followed  tended  lo  draw 
the  globe  inwards.  If  the  eye,  notwithsianding  (he  division  of  the  external 
rectus,  still  remained  turned  ouiwarde,  I  then,  after  dividing  and  separating 
that  muscle,  lied  a  (bread  as  fine  as  a  hair  upon  its  tendon,  and  with  ihis 
pulled  Ihe  eye  forcibly  inwards.  The  end  of  (he  thread  wes  then  drawn 
lighily  across  the  bridge  of  the  nose  and  fastened  (o  a  piece  of  good  adhesive 
plaster,  which  was  stuck  upon  Ihe  opposite  side.  The  result  for  Ibe  most  part 
surpassed  my  expectations. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL  NOTICES. 

A  Second  Appeal  in  regard  to  the  Ituane  Pcor? 

Ii  may  be  recollected  b;  many  of  our  readers,  ihat  oearly  two  years  ago 
aD  appeal  was  made  tu  tbe  people  of  PeoDayUaDia  oo  the  tubjeci  of  an 
Asylum  for  tbe  losane  Poor.  This  appeal  was  prepared  bf  tbe  coniiiilt(e« 
of  which  tbe  editor  of  this  Jonroal  was  chairman,  and  it  was  published  in 
the  "Library"  department.  SubsequeDlly,  memorials  were  leot  lo  tbe 
senate  and  house  of  representatives,  before  whom  a  bill  was  iDtroduced, 
accompauird  by  a  report  frooi  Mr.  EoQigoiacher — tbe  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee  to  tvbom  the  subject  bad  been  referred. 

Tbe  bill  passed  the  house  of  representatives  with  bnt  slight  opposiliou, 
aod  the  senate  unanimously ;  but  on  account  of  ihe  exhausted  condition  of 
the  treasury,  it  did  not  receive  the  sanclioo  of  the  executive.  (Governor  Porter, 
however,  deplored — io  feeling  language — "the  stern  injunctioas  of  duty,  bf 
which  he  was  governed,''  and  expressed  his  belief,  that  "al  no  distant  day  the 
ComtnoQwealtb  would  be  so  far  extricated  from  her  embarrassments  as  to 
e,  to  accomplish  the  laudable  undertaking." 


"Participating,"  observes  the  preface  of  this  "Second  Appeal."  "io  ibe 
benevolent  sentiments  expressed  by  Governor  Porter;  impieaaeti  with  the 
irreparable  evils  wbicb  must  result  from  delay,  and  believing  that  the  peiiod 
had  arrived  for  farther  action,  and  that  certain  objections  which  were  made 
against  the  former  bill  could  be  entirely  obviated,  (he  committee  of  citizens, 
at  a  meeting  held  ua  the  25ih  of  September  IsEt,  appoitited  a  sub -com  mittee, 
consisting  of  Robley  Dunglison,  M.  D.,  Isaac  Collins,  and  the  Hev.  G.  H. 
Demoie,  D.  D.,  to  prepare  a  second  appeal  to  the  people  of  Pennsylvania, 
wbicb  should  embrace  such  portions  of  (he  former  appeal,  and  of  the  report 
made  to  the  legislature,  and  such  other  informatioo,  as  the  sab^ommitiee 
might  ibiuk  proper. 

"At  a  meeting  of  the  committee,  held  on  the  9ih  of  October,  1S40,  the 
sub-committee,  through  tbeir  chairman — Dr.  Dunglison — reported  the  fol- 
toning  appeal,  which  was  approved ;  ordered  lo  be  printed,  to  be  signed  by 
the  chairniau  aod  secretary  of  tbe  committee,  and  to  be  published  under  the 
direction  of  the  sub-committee  in  such  form  as  lo  secure  its  moat  extensiv* 


Remarkt  relative  to  Dr.  Paine'e  Commentariee  upon  the  IVritingt  of 
ImuU,  by  H.  I.  BJ 

These  remarks  appeared  originally  in  tbe  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,  and  were  wriiten — the  author  states — "  under  tbe  ioQuence  of  tbe 
keen  feelings  produced  by  the  unfairoegs,  as  be  thought,  of  Dr.  Paine,  in 
his  criticisms  upon  Louis's  writings."  These  feelings  are  but  loo  percepti- 
ble in  tbe  remarks.  The  author  is  an  estimable  individual;  but  bis  seal  for 
a  favourite  preceptor  has  outrun  his  discretion.  The  "remarks"  are  polemi- 
cal throughout,  and  often — what  is  always  to  be  deprecated — personal. 

Dr.  Paine  is  engaged  io  replying  (c  ihem  in  ibe  same  Journal ;  and  under 
tbe  provocation  is  rendering  himself  liable  to  a  similar  animad version. 

'  A  Second  Appeal  lu  the  People  of  Pennaylvsnia  on  ihe  aubjcct  of  an  Alf  lam  for 
Die  Iniane  Poor  of  the  Com  moo  wealth.     8to,  pp.  35.     Philadtlpbia,  1840. 
*  Pp.  3Q.     Boston,  1840. 
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MISCELLANEOUS  NOTICES. 

Experimental  Researches  on  the  Functions  of  the  Encephalon,  consi- 
dered  in  relation  to  Sensation,  Station,  and  Progression.  By  M.  Monal.' 
— This  ia  a  long  report  lo  the  Royal  Academy,  JD  nhich  the  author,  afler 
proTJDg  (he  ioseosibility  of  the  biaio,  eadcavouis  lo  poini  out  ibe  fuoctiona 
of  ils  difierent  portions.  In  this,  however,  he  baa  but  parlialty  succeeded, 
aud  the  cotumiiiee,  MM.  Ribes,  Blaodin,  Amussai,  and  Bouillaud,  come  to 
ibe  fullowJDg  cuticlusions:  1.  Thai  the  three  great  nervous  ceoires,  Ihe 
apioal  marron,  the  cerebruio,  aod  the  cerebellum,  have  distioct  and  special 
fuDctioDS.  2.  That  seosation,  properly  so  called,  and  motion,  are  under  the 
immediaie  and  direct  iofiueact!  uf  the  spinal  marrow,  and  have  each  parti- 
cular Derves.  ^.  That  the  brain  presides  over  the  various  manireslalions  of 
JDlelligeuce  and  volition.  4.  That  the  cerebellum  plays  an  iiiiportant  part 
over  the  funciiuns  of  progression  and  station.  As  to  the  fuociioos  peculiar 
lo  particular  parts  of  the  neivous  centres,  much  yet  remains  to  be  done  Tor 
their  determioatioD.  

On  the  Production  of  Chronic  Ventricular  H^droc^halus,  inconsequence 
of  the  pressure  exercised  by  tuberculous  masses  of  Ihe  Cerebellum  on  the 
Straight  Sinus.  By  At.  F.  Bajvier.*— [The  object  of  this  paper  is  suffi- 
ciently evident  from  its  title;  two  cases  are  carefully  narrated,  which  at 
least  prove  coincidence  of  the  two  anatomical  states  leferred  to,  while  ana- 
logy favours  ihe  notion  that  the  obstruction  to  the  return  of  the  blood 
through  the  straight  sinus  may  Gave  been  the  cause  of  the  local  dropsy. 
These  cases  the  author  himself  candidly  admits  may  be  of  very  rare  occur- 
rence; nevertheless,  as  we  agree  with  him  in  resarding  the  poiol  as  one  of 
Bo  mean  interest,  we  extract  some  of  bis  general  remarks  respecting  it.] 

The  anatomical  conditions  capable  of  explaining  the  production  of  this 
form  of  hydrocephalus  are:  1,  the  presence  of  the  tuberculous  mass  in  the 
middle  lobe  of  the  cerebellum ;  2,  its  formiDg  a  coDiiderable  projection  on 
its  superior  surface,  so  as  lo  push  the  tentorium  cerebelli  upwards  and  eier- 
cisc  pressure  on  the  straight  siuus  Other  conditions  conducing  lo  Ihe  same 
result  might  also  be  encountered ;  thus  ioflammaiioa  might  lead  to  adhesion 
of  the  tumour  with  the  tentorium,  and  gradually  spreading  lo  ihe  interior  oi 
the  sinus,  determine  the  formation  of  a  coagulum,  which  in  ith  turn  would 
oppose  the  ciicnlalion  of  the  blood  relurniog  thrcugh  the  venc  Galeni  from 
Ike  ventricles ;  these  veins  might  nlso  undergo  pressure  on  their  egreiis  from 
the  fissure  of  Bichai.  It  is  evident  that  obliteration  of  these  vessels,  as  well 
as  of  the  straight  sinus,  can  only  produce  one  species  of  hydrocephalua,  that 
of  the  ventricles,  as  the  reins  springing  from  the  walls  of  these  cavities  form 
a  system  apart. 

There  mav,  it  is  true,  he  found  in  authors  numerous  cases  of  tuberculous 

frntvlb  in  the  cerebellum  unattended  with  ventricular  dropsy;  but  it  will 
c  perceived,  in  all  those  related  with  detail,  that  the  tumour  was  seat- 
ed either  in  the  lateial  lobes  oi  at  the  inferior  surface  of  the  cerebellum, 
or  that,  if  developed  at  the  upper  surface,  it  did  not  protrude  upwards  suffi- 
ciently to  exercise  pressure  on  Ibe  straight  sinus.  On  the  olher  band,  chronic 
non-congenital  hydrocephalus  is  frequently  seen  without  coincident  tumour 
in  (he  cerebellum.  

On  the  Danger  of  applying  Leeches  lehieh  havt  been  previously  used. 
By  M.  Puehe.* — The  transmission  of  virus  by  (he  fangs  of  leeches  is  an 

■  Bull,  de  I'Acad.  ItorT  de  H«d ,  Juin  17,  1840;  and  Br.  ind  For.  Med.  Rev.,  Oci. 
1840.  p.  SS4. 

>(^i.M«d.daPsri>,Na.1T,Avril,lS40;sndBr.andFor.Med.Rev.,Ocl.ie40,p.SS9. 

•  Bolleiin  General  de  TMrapoaiique,  Jnillet  30, 1840;  and  Br.  and  For.  Med.  Rev., 
Oct  1840,  p.  563. 
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imporUnl  queslioa,  and  worthy  of  eiamioauoa.  M.  Puch«,  physiciaD  to  the 
bospjul  of  Midi,  Iiib  treated  a  patient  in  his  wards,  who  affords  a  conrjocing 
proof  of  the  danger  of  employing  leeches  which  hafe  beea  employed  before. 
A  messengei,  «t.  34,  was  adinilled  ioto  the  hospital  with  urethritis  of  four 
months'  siaadiog,  which  had  heen  recently  complicated  by  acute  inBamma- 
tion  of  the  epididymis.  The  epididymitiB  was  the  consequence  of  excesstrc 
laboui,  not  of  arrented  discharge.  Many  applicBilons  of  leeches  were  made 
to  the  hypogastric  legion  for  its  remoral.  Five  of  the  leeches  applied  were 
purchased  at  a  low  price  by  the  nurse.  Their  bites  inflamed,  and  look  ihe 
aspect  of  Hunlerlan  chancres.  Now  these  syphilitic  ulcere  were  too  recent 
to  have  arisen  from  the  same  impure  connection  that  produced  the  go- 
norrhcea;  but  as  it  was  possible  that  Ihey  were  occasioned  by  th..'  goourrhcea) 
matter  comming  into  contact  with  the  leech-biiea,  M.  Puche,  to  satisfy  hitn' 
self,  inoculated  one  part  with  the  whitish  discharge,  and  anolher  part  with 
the  pus  of  the  ulcers,  on.  the  28th  of  February,  1840.  Od  the  4th  of  March 
the  iDoculatioo  of  the  urethral  mailer  had  produced  nothing,  while  that  of 
chancres  had  given  an  ectbymous  pustule,  which  had  the  regular  develop- 
ment of  syphilitic  pusmtes,  and  terminated  by  an  indurated  and  coppery 
cicatrix.  It  is  argued  that  the  ulcers  proceeded  from  the  leech-bites,  (the 
leeches  bad  cerlninly  been  employed  on  a  syphilitic  patient,)  and  that  they 
bad  conveyed  the  tnreclion  from  one  patient  to  the  other.  The  possibility 
of  this  transmission  may  be  granted;  but  other  experiments  are  necessary  to 
prove  il,  and  to  determine  whether  the  leeches  are  not  deslroved  by  the 
Tjruleni  priociple  they  imbibe ;  whether  the  poison  is  desiroyea  by  themj 
and  if  so,  at  what  ppriod  do  they  become  innocuous. 

On  a  Nev>  Speriet  of  Strangidation  in  the  TVitco  Vaginali*  Tttiit, 
followed  by  Internal  Strangulation.  By  M.  Laugier.' — M.  Laugiet,  sur- 
geon to  the  Hospital  Beaujoo,  ptesenied  to  Ihe  academy  a  painological 
specimen,  which  is  an  extrotdinary  example  of  the  above  slrangulatioo, 
caused  hy  a  circular  fold  of  peritoneum,  the  edge  of  which  surrounds  Ihe 
superior  orifice  of  ibe  inguinal  caoal,  and  the  free  border  of  which  floats  in 
the  abdomen,  forming  a  sort  of  prolongation  of  the  inzninal  canal.  It  was 
formed  by  a  double  fold  of  peritoneum  detached  from  itieanieriorwall  of  Ibe 
abdomen.  It  was  easily  passed  into  ibe  tunica  vaginalis  (tike  the  finger  of 
a  glove  cot  off)  from  ten  to  twelve  lines.  Ii  was  leturned  with  equal  facility. 
A  portion  of  small  iotesline,  about  a  foot  in  length,  had  pushed  this  prodnc- 
tion  before  it  in  passing  into  the  sac  of  the  tunica  vaginalis,  and  became 
strangulated  by  the  floating  ring.  The  sliangulalion,  therefore,  was  not  at 
the  neck  of  the  sac,  as  usually  occurs  in  congenital  hernia  ;  nvither  was  it 
an  encysted  congenital  hernia,  for  there  was  no  secondary  sac,  but  a  ring  at 
the  free  pari  of  Ibe  floating  fold.  The  reduction  of  the  strangulated  hernia 
produced  the  separation  of  ihe  circular  band  which  surrounded  the  intestine, 
and  the  external  strangulation  became  inlernal,  wilhout  there  being  any 
possibility  of  suspecting  before  death  a  similar  coarse  of  strangulation  in  ike 
tunica  vaginalis  and  inlernal  siransulation. 

The  dissection  revealed  the  existence  of  a  similar  fold  on  ibe  opposite 
aide,  and  the  patient  had  a  congenital  reducible  hernia  in  the  left  groin.  But 
as  there  was  neither  straneulalion  nor  rupture,  the  free  border  of  ibe  fold 
was  rounded,  and  not  broken  as  on  the  right  side.  Mo  similar  disposition 
of  parts  has  been  biiherio  recorded.  If  it  had  been  possible  to  suspect  it 
during  life,  it  is  not  likely  that  an  aiiempi  at  reduction  would  have  been 
made,  for  the  reduction  itself  was  the  cause  of  the  strangulation,  in  pro- 
ducing rupture  of  the  fold.  Gastrolomy  was  the  oaly  operation  that  could 
have  been  piactised,  but  the  rapid  death  of  the  paileni  prevented  Ibis. 
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PtriUmitiM  from  It^tctiomiMo  the  Dlertu,  the  /rgectiotu  pauing  thrvu^ 
the  Fallopi-ait  Tuba  into  the  Catitif  of  tAe  PeriUmtum.  By  M.  Bonrmatui} 
— A  palient  who  was  in  ihe  hospital  of  Lourtine,  under  M.  HoannaoD, 
labonring  under  leueurrhcea,  was  ordered  bo  JDJecUou  inro  Ihe  uterine  cavily. 
It  was  admiDiatered  by  means  of  a  clyster  pump,  and  al  the  first  stroke  of 
lb«  Nstoa  the  paiJeDi  uttered  a  sharp  cry,  and  pressed  the  hand  strongly  on 
the  left  iliac  region.  Syiuptoms  of  meiroperitoniiiB  came  on,  and  the  most 
eieigetic  ireatmeDi  was  adopted.  It  being  an  important  practical  point  lo 
determine  Whether  peritonitis  waa  likely  to  ensue  from  uterine  injections, 
sereral  novel  experiments  were  made  to  the  hospital  of  Loursine  to  deter- 
mine wberhet  tiqaids  would  pass  along  the  Fallopian  lubes  into  the  cavity 
of  the  peritoneum;  and  it  was  found  that  injections  with  an  arterial  ay  rinse 
passed  into  the  lubes.  Abondaat  injections  liy  means  of  syringes  double  the 
size  of  urethral  syringes  passed  into  the  lubes,  preceded  by  a  certain  quantity 
of  air.  In  some  few  cases  small  quantities  passed  quite  through  ibe  lubes. 
tk%  this  matter  ia  to  undergo  further  examination,  we  shall  defer  further 
notice  of  it  at  present. 

Or^  the  Padical  Cure  of  Inguinal  Hernia  by  the  Ikirizontal  Potilitm, 
after  the  plan  of  M.  Ravin.  By  M.  Biagini.* — A  man,  thirly-lwo  years  of 
age,  consulted  M.  Biagini  on  account  of  a  tumour  in  the  left  inguinal  region, 
which  this  physician  considered  lo  be  an  euiero-bubonocele,  and  which  had 
resisted  all  efforts  ai  reduction.  M.  Biagini  proposed  a  long  conlinuance  in 
the  horizontal  posture  to  the  patient,  aided  by  compreasioo,  but  he  refased 
it.  A  year  afterwards  the  man  was  obliged  to  put  nimsetf  under  treatment 
for  articular  rhenmatism,  complicated  by  pericarditis.  After  three  months 
decubitus,  which  waa  consequent  on  ihe  rheumatic  affection  and  its  treat- 
ment, the  hernia  did  not  exist,  nor  could  il  be  mad*  lo  appear  by  any  eflort 
or  coo^btng.  M.  Biagini  felt  assured  that  the  lefi  external  inguinal  ring 
was  singularly  coniracred.  He  considered  this  case  as  confirmatiTe  of  the 
riews  olM.  Ravin,  and  drew  the  Iblloniog  cooclusioas:  1.  It  is  possible  to 
obtain  a  radical  cure  of  some  berniie  by  a  long  continuance  of  the  horizontal 
poeiiion.  2.  The  cute  takes  place  by  a  diminution  in  the  size  of  the  canal 
and  the  relraclioo  of  its  walls,  by  which  the  lost  obliquity  is  restored.  These 
changes  occur  solely  by  the  vi*  lonica  of  the  tissues.  3.  Though  the  lisauea 
possess  sufficient  ei«  tonica  to  bring  about  the  desirable  changes,  it  is  neces- 
sary thai  the  general  strength  of  system  of  the  patient  be  somewhat  coosi- 

Weio  Operation  for  the  Cure  of  Vaginal  Cyatocele.  By  M.  Joberl,  Sur- 
geon to  the  Ilotmtal  of  St.  Louie.*— Tbe  following  is  the  subMance  of  a 
report  made  to  the  Royal  Academy  of  Mediciue,  by  a  commiltee  consisling 
ofMM.  Blaudiu,  Danyan,  and  Giroelle. 

M.  Jobert  divides  his  memoir  into  three  parts:  in  the  lirsi,  he  ifeats  of  the 
history  of  the  disease,  and  the  modes  of  treatment  which  have  been  hitherto 
employed  for  its  removal.  In  the  second,  he  proceeds  lo  point  oul  his  me- 
ibod  of  obtaining  a  radical  cure.  In  the  third,  he  gives  some  new  ideas, 
based  on  bis  pathological  researchea,  with  regard  to  the  mode  of  formalioQ 
of  the  cyatocele. 

Vaginal  cyatocele  was  treated  of  in  the  work  of  Leblanc,  pritited  in  1775. 
Since  that  lime,  many  surgical  autbors  have  noticed  it;  all  have  attributed 
it  to  a  rupture  or  abrasion  of  the  anierioi  wall  of  Ihe  vagina,  allowing  the 
bladder  to  pass  into  the  carity  of  the  fotmer,  filling  it  by  its  aislenlioD,  and 

>GitetieMedia]e,Jui]letll,IS40;  ind  Br.snd  For.  Med.  Rev.,Oct.  1S40,  |i.56e. 

*  Ballalino  detle  Scienio  Hediclie,  Gennirio,  llUO;  ind  Br.  ind  For.  Med.  Rev,, 
Oct.  1640,  p.  169. 

•  BallMie  de  rAowUmIs  Royala  do  M«deoinc  Mai  15, 1840;  and  Br.  and  For.  Mod. 
Bee.,  0«i.  1840,  p.  575. 
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ctusiQE  a  proj«ciioD,  more  or  less  eonaidenible,  ihrough  tbe  oi  esternam. 
Until  lately,  palliative  meana  alone  bave  been  adopled,  which  were  lotally 
incapable  of  effecting  a  radical  cure.    Pessaries  under  all  forms  can  be  bnt 

palliatives. 

The  well-knowD  operations  of  Marshall  Hall  and  DieSenbacb  have  been 
petrormed  with  success  by  Berard  and  Velpeau  In  cases  of  prolapsus  uleri, 
in  which  ihe  Madder  and  vagina  have  been  also  drawn  down;  by  these 
means  ihe  displaced  parts  may  be  retained  wiibin  Ihe  cavity  of  the  vagina; 
bul  in  cysiocele,  M.  Joberl  says  Ihe  bladder  has  an  ahDOrmal  magoilude,  and 
although  it  does  not  project  from  (he  vulva,  it  is  nevertheless  displsce^l, 
resting  in  such  a  manner  on  (he  perineal  surface  of  the  vagina,  that  the  aa- 
terioT  wall  of  the  bladder  becomes  superior.  Thus,  after  the  operation  jaat 
named,  though  there  is  not  external  projection,  tbe  organ  is  not  able  to 
regain  its  ordinary  size  or  position. 

M.  Jobert  considers  that  in  order  to  effect  a  radical  cure,  three  things  must 
be  done :  6rst,  the  bladder  must  be  restored  to  iis  oalural  situation  ;  second, 
the  anterior  wall  of  the  vagina  di&iended  by  the  tumnur  must  be  reduced  to 
its  ordinary  proportions,  so  as  to  maintain  tbe  bladder  when  replaced;  but 
this  latter  result  cannot  be  obtained  by  causing  a  loss  of  substance  in  this 
wall,  and  reuniting  Ihe  edses  according  to  tbe  method  of  Hall,  without  in- 
juring the  orifice  of  the  vulva.  The  proceeding  has  also  entailed  great  diffi- 
culties in  its  execution,  and  possibly  severe  accidents,  therefore  tbe  author 
substitutes,  thirdly,  the  following  method  :  He  incloses  wilbin  two  curved 
transverse  lines  ao  oval  space,  more  oi  less  considerable,  on  the  posterity 
surface  of  the  tumour,  or  the  anterior  surface  of  the  vagmn,  by  means  of 
caustic,  so  as  to  form  an  isolated  spot,  repeating  the  application  of  the  caus- 
tic until  the  mucous  membTane  is  destroyed.  He  then  pares  the  edges  with 
scissors  or  a  bistoury,  draws  ibem  together,  and  maintains  them  in  apposi- 
tion by  means  of  straight  needles,  the  points  of  which  are  removed,  and  a 
twisted  saiure. 

Jobert  operated  in  ihis  manner  on  the  33d  of  Jt^ly,  1638,  on  a  female  aged 
forty-five,  of  strong  constiluiion,  who  presented  ai  the  aperture  of  the  vulra 
a  very  large  cyslacele,  which  elevated  the  nymphn  and  descended  above  the 
urethra  and  clitoris.  The  tumour  was  reddish.  The  patient  easily  returned 
and  reproduced  it.  She  often  experienced  acute  pains  in  Ihe  abdomen,  and 
the  tumour  becaiue  excoriated  from  friction.  She  had  frequent  desire  to 
pass  urine,  the  emission  of  which  was  often  difficult.  The  tumour  wes  five 
inches  in  length,  from  (he  orifice  of  the  urethra  to  the  neck  of  tbe  uterus, 
and  eight  inches  in  circumference. 

Seven  needles  were  applied ;  four  large  and  three  small  ones.  They  were 
lance-sbaped,  aod  were  contained  in  sheaths,  which  alone  were  leh  to  retain 
the  threads  when  the  suture  was  made.  One  of  the  large  needles  was  ap- 
plied to  each  extremity  of  the  oval  furmed  by  the  circumscribed  space,  two 
others  in  the  middle,  the  small  ones  filling  up  tbe  inlervaU.  A  sound  of 
gum  elastic  was  introduced  into  the  bladder,  and  left  there  in  order  to  pre- 
vent the  accumulaiion  of  urine,  and  the  distention  of  the  viscus.  The  re- 
union of  the  edges  of  the  wound  arrested  the  flow  of  blood,  and  no  accident 
occurred.  Four  of  Ihe  sheaths  of  the  needles  which  retained  the  sutures 
were  removed  on  tbe  3d  of  August,  the  others  fell  of  themselves  on  tbe  5ih 
and  7(h.  Thesound  was  discoptinued  on  the  20th  of  the  same  month.  The 
woman  returned  to  her  occupation  as  a  laundiess,  and  at  the  end  of  the 
monib  of  January,  1S39,  the  time  at  which  she  was  examined,  nothing  un- 
fortunate bad  happened. 

Since  Ihis  lime  two  olber  cases,  presenting  tbe  same  symptoms  as  that 
just  related,  were  operated  upon  in  the  same  manner  by  M.  Jobert,  snd  the 
result  in  alt  the  cases  has  been  equally  favourable.  Two  of  the  commillee 
appoinled  by  the  academy  were  able  to  testify  to  this  in  one  case. 

But  after  the  cure  of  these  patients,  tbe  anterior  wall  of  the  vagina  under- 
■  ...  throughout  its  whole  length,  aod  the  uieres  was  propor- 
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lioDallr  prolapsed.  M.  Joberi  now  preveals  tbit  iaconvenieDee  by  applfiog 
ib«  caustic  JD  a  verlical  instead  of  iraosrerM  direction.  In  this  way  the 
Tagina  is  reiatned,  and  remaina  of  its  full  lenglb,  Ibe  nierua  ■nSering  do 
diaplBCCEieDt. 

Jobert  bas  shown  b;  bia  pathological  researches  that  the  aoierior  wall  of 
the  vagina  is  neiiber  ruptured  nor  abraded  in  the  displacemeni  of  tbe  blad- 
der called  cf  siucele,  but  ihai  This  disease  is  the  result  of  the  relaxation  of 
ibe  superior  pelvii^  fascia,  whirh,  baring  beeo  distended  by  the  elevatioD  of 
tbe  wnmb in  successive  pregDBDcies,  loses  its  elasticity,  and  no  longer  sustaina 
the  aateiior  wall  of  the  Tagina  after  deliveiy  in  a  propel  manner;  and  Id 
this  case  a  fall,  an  efTori,  the  babit  of  retaining  the  urine  in  the  bladder  for 
100  long  n  period,  and  in  loo  great  a  quaniily,  are  cauiies  sufficient  to  pro- 
duce the  disease. 

Jobert  peiformed  tbe  same  operation  with  success  in  a  case  of  eTersbo  of 
the  mucous  membraue  of  the  nosierior  wall  of  the  vagina;  and  the  commit- 
Lee  are  of  opinion  that  it  may  oe  practised  in  similar  slates  of  the  samr  tiuua 
in  other  natural  passages. 

Therapetiiie  Connderations  on  Oblitsrationt  of  the  Vein*  in  the  Treat- 
fittnt  qfVarix  and  Varicose  Ulcers.  By  M.  Joberi.'— la  this  paper,  M. 
Joherl  relates  six  cases,  and  slates  that  he  could  describe  twelve  others,  in 
all  of  which  the  treatment  of  varicose  veins  by  producing  the  obliteration  of 
their  trunks  by  needles  and  misled  sutures,  or  other  means,  though  at  first 
It  seemed  promising,  had  ultimately  proved  completely  unsucceseful.  In  all 
Ibe  patients  who  wete  thus  treated,  the  varicose  ulcers  returned  a  shoit'tiine 
after  they  lei^  the  hospital,  as  it  was  heliefed,  perfectly  cured  ;  and  tbe 
return  took  place  in  these  cases  more  rapidly  than  in  all  probability  it  would 
if  only  tbe  ordinary  treatment  by  real,  poultices,  and  bandages  had  been 
pursued. 

[After  the  statement  of  ibese  facts  and  those  recorded  by  Bonnet,  (Brit 
and  For.  Med.  Rev.  No.  ii.  p.  252,)  (ew  will  hesitate  to  agree  with  the 
author  tbat  the  oblileialioD  of  the  veins  by  the  needle  and  suture,  however 
harmless  an  operation  it  ma^  be,  is  not  one  which  the  surgeon  has  any 
BQlhuriiy  or  encouragenienl  !a  undertaking  in  the  treatment  of  varicose 
ulcers.  The  histories  of  the  cases  hitherto  published  in  this  country  have 
not  extended  to  the  peiiod  after  the  operation  at  which  the  fair  promise* 
that  it  affords  at  first  are  dispelled.] 


We  extract  from  the  British  and  Foreign  Medical  Review  tbe  following 
epitome  of  eases  in  some  uf  the  British  journals,  for  the  quarter  ending  Au- 
gust 31,  1840. 

EoiNBoaoH  Medical  ihd  Sdrgical  Jodhnal,  Jdlv,  1840,  No.  144. 

Obtervatitmt  on  Ihe  Diseaiea  of  Peru.  By  Archibald  Smith,  M.  D. — 
This  is  the  conclusion  of  tbe  paper  noticed  in  our  last  number.  It  contaiDa 
•oroe  interesting  details,  particularly  on  the  influence  of  climate  and  locality 
oD  bvmoptysis  and  phthisis. 

Ca»ea  of  Great  Enlargement  'fthe  Stomach:  with  Remarht.  By  J-  B. 
Peebles,  M.  D.,  Physician  to  the  Edinburgh  InJirmart/.—Tbia  is  a  mono- 
graph consisting  chiefly  of  a  colleciion  of  cases  from  various  aulbora.  It 
will  be  useful  for  reference  io  the  practical  physician. 

I  BulUtia  de  Tbtfrapcutiqoa,  Mii,  1640;  and  Br.  and  For.  Mtd.  Pot.,  Oct.  1840,  p. 
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Caatt  of  DtfttrmUy  of  the  F«H  cured  by  the  Operation  o/Stromeyer. 
By  Robert  Tkontaon,  Eiq.,  Surgeoti,  Dundee. — The  author  here  gives  lh« 
resulis  of  fiFteea  caMS,  sereo  of  which  are  deiaiied  at  teogth.  The  treat- 
meat  was  bighly  creditable  to  Mr.  Thomson,  and  bis  paper  merita  the  BOiics 
of  suigeoDs. 

On  AnomaUme  Affectiotu  of  the  Retpiralory  Organ*.  By  John  Gartl- 
ner,  M.  D,  Edinburgh.— C&tei  of  ihii  kind  must  be  familiar  to  praclilioDen 
of  experience  in  hysterical  female*  of  feeble  frame,  aad  who  are  ofleii  said 
to  be  the  subjects  of  spitial  irritation.  Dr.  Gardner  calls  aiiention  to  the 
employment  of  blittert  to  the  nape  of  the  neck,  ie  found  uteful  in  sueli 
cates  i  and  he  suggests  the  same  remedy,  on  theoretical  piiociples  but  from 
a  fair  analogy,  in  aooping-cough  and  laryngismus  itridulua. 

On  Nerootu  Headache  from  Exhaustion,  and  if  TVtatmenI  with  Aco- 
nite. By  T.  H.  Burgets,  M.D. — Dr.  Burgess  notices  two  conditions  of  sys- 
tem  in  which  nervous  headache  is  apt  to  ensue;  one  of  general  anemia  ;  the 
other  debility  from  nerrous  exhaustion.  In  these,  and  also  in  other  kinds 
of  headache,  he  has  found  the  eitract  of  aconite,  in  doses  of  rather  less  than 
a  grain  given  every  two  or  three  boors,  very  useful. 

On  the  Action  of  Hydrated  Seaqutojnde  of  Iron  on  Arsenic.  By  Dou- 
glae  Jilaelagan,  M.B.,  fc. — This  is  a  valuable  paper,  and  cooGrins  the 
results  previously  arrived  at  of  the  anlidotal  poweri  of  this  salt  of  iron.  Dr. 
Maclagan  further  proves  that  the  salt  acta  chemically  on  the  arsenious  acid. 
He  is  of  opinion  that  it  is  better  filled  for  removing  the  arsenic  from  its 
solution  when  piecipitated  by  ammonia  than  when  precipiiaied  by  potash, 
and  that  it  answers  better  when  preserved  moist. 


DOBLIH  JOIIBHAL,  7ciLV  1S40. 

On  Cod'Oil.  By  M.  Donovan,  Esq.— Tk'ts  has  been  a  good  deal  used 
on  the  contioeot  of  late  years  as  a  remedy  io  scrofula,  (see  Br.  and  For. 
Med.  Rev.,  vol.  viii.  p.  5M,  and  vol.  ii.  p.  553,)  and  with  supposed  benefit. 
The  present  paper  is  valnable  in  showing  how  thia  medicine  can  be  render- 
ed palatable,  which  is  eSeeied  by  using  a  temperature  in  its  expression  not 
exceeding  I(^°.    But  Mr.  Donovan's  paper  merits  perusal. 

n  the  Strumous  Qphthal- 
,  jsual  local  remedies,  Mr. 

Hamilton  employs  with  the  greatest  advantage  this  preparation  of  mercury 
internally,  in  doses  of  from  one  sixteenth  to  one  eighth  of  a  grain,  in  Tinct. 
or  Decoct.  Cinch.,  twice  a  day.  This  practice  he  bonowed  from  Sir  P. 
Crampton,  who  learned  it  from  Dr.  M'Evoy.  Mr.  Hamilton  gives  several 
cases  illusiraiing  the  great  efficacy  of  (he  treaimeni. 

On  the  Hydrocyan^errale  of  Quinina  ;  a  febrifuge  of  greater  power 
than  the  Sulphate.  By  AT.  ZJononnn.— Thia  remedy  has  been  employed  in 
Italy,  and  is  said  to  answer  where  the  ordinary  salt  fails.  Mr.  Donovan 
gives  foimuls  for  the  preparation  and  adminislraiion  of  the  remedy. 


dt.,GdO(^lc 


AMERICAN  MEDICAL  INTELLieENCER. 


ror  lb*  ABithito  IMmi  laUOItatw. 

Art.  I.— case  OF  FIBR0-BCIRRH0U8  TUMOUR,— CONTINU- 
ANCE FIFTEEN  YEARS,— DEATH,— NECROSCOPY,— RE- 
MARKS. 

BY  loan  S.  ROHBEK,  M.  p.,  OF  PHIUDELPHIA. 

HiSTCBY.— Miu  S.,  of  delicate  aod  slender  rrame,  aged  fifiy- four  years, 
died  on  ihe  7ik  Augusi,  1840.  She  was  of  aciofuloua  habit,  and  subject  lo 
KlanduUr  swellings  of  the  neck.  FifleeD  yetrs  previous  (o  her  decease,  she 
first  observed  a  tumidity  of  her  abdomen,  which  produced  a  sensation  of 
fulness  and  distcDtioD.  From  this  time  her  calamenia  ceaned  to  flow,  and 
were  Dever  afterwards  restored.  The  abdomen  continued  to  enlarge,  which 
citcnmsiance,  and  the  sudden  supptessioa  of  the  accustomed  secretion, 
caused  some  apprehenaion  on  the  part  of  her  too  solicilout  friends,  calculat- 
ed to  reflect  upon  her  heretofore  fair  and  unsullied  character.  In  due  time, 
however,  her  laded  complexion  and  emaciated  form,  logeiber  with  an  in- 
crease ol  her  malady,  dispelled  their  ill-grounded  suspicions,  and  convinced 
them  that  there  was  no  rational  cause  either  to  affect  the  matron's  pride,  or 
raise  the  virgin's  blush.  Previous  to  this  she  enjoyed  good  health.  Her 
skin  soon  became  sattow,  and,  towards  the  terminaiioo  of  her  complaint,  of 
aa  earlby  hue.  Her  appetite  was  generally  good.  During  the  long  period 
of  the  gradual  developement  of  the  tumour,  ahe  was  not  prevented  until 
within  six  weeks  of  her  death,  from  attending  (o  her  accuslomed  daily  avo- 
cations. Towards  the  close  of  her  malady  there  was  some  cough ;  difficulty 
in  moving  about;  a  "sense  of  bearing  dowa;"  occasional  abdominal  pain; 
dyspeptic  symptoms;  swelling  of  (he  feet  and  legs;  paroxysms  of  chills 
and  fever.  Her  body  was  much  emaciated,  and  it  was  wiih  great  difficuUr 
that  her  feeble  and  exhausted  frame  could  sustain  the  enormous  load  with 
which  she  was  obliged  to  move  about.  Her  bowels  were  constipated,  and 
gieat  oaln  was  produced  by  evacuating  their  contents;  her  urine  could  not 
Ee  voiaed  without  an  assistant  to  push  up  the  tumour  from  tbe  brim  of  the 

Eelvis,  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  the  unoe  to  escape  from  the  neck  of  the 
ladder. 

Augutt  llh,  1840.  Necrtucopj/Jive  hoitra  after  deatA.— There  are  scrofu- 
lous enlargements  of  the  glanas  of  the  neck,  Eiehind  the  ears,  and  under  the 
chin,  most  of  which  are  cicatrised,  and  a  few  ulcerated. 

Tne  lungs  on  (he  anterior  surface  are  of  a  dark  red  colour,  and  tinon 
pressing  portions  between  (be  Angers,  numerous  litde  bard  bodies  are  felt, 
varying  in  size  from  a  millet  seed  to  a  garden  pea.  The  anterior  lobe  con- 
tains many  of  these  tubercles  clustered  in  bunches,  and  forming  a  consider- 
able mass.  They  resemble  the  DiiViary  ru&erc'«  of  Laennec.  Other  portions 
bate  tbe  natural  spongy  structure  ancf  the  crepitans  feel. 
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UpoD  oiwBiag  the  ctri(}[  or  the  abdomeo,  aii  iiregalar  ovoid  lui 
(•en  anterior  to  the  iDieatincs,  and  occupyms  the  nypoeaetric, 
and  apigostric  regtoDs,  eiteDdioe  into  ihe  pelTis,  and  fill  lag  its 


wen  aaterior  to  the  iDieatincs,  and  occupy  ids  the  nypoeaetric,  umbilical, 

'     [>igastrii:  regtoDS,  eitaDdioe  into  ihe  pelTis,  and  filliiig  its  entire  ca- 

After  carefully  temonBg  the  tumour  from  its  different  attaehmenta,  it 


weighed  forty-Jive  poundt,  and  meastired  from  the  apex  to  its  base  tw«nfy' 
one  incAet,  through  its  lateral  portion  nineteen  tnchet,  and  from  the  front  to 
in  back  surface,  through  (he  ceoire.  nine  I'ncAea. 

The  lirer,  *pfeeo,  pancreas,  and  Kidneys  were  normal. 

The  lumoDr  had  a  coTeriog  of  the  peruoneem,  which  kept  il  in  its  situa- 
tion, and  bound  it  firmly  to  the  parietes  of  the  abdomen,  to  the  intestinei, 
pancreai,  spleen,  uterus,  and  blander.  The  whole  length  of  the  colon  waa 
anached  lo  it  by  siioog  Bdheeions.  The  uterus  lay  in  front,  and  the  broad 
ligaments  were  stretched  over  it  at  the  lower  portion  where  it  emerged  from 
the  pelvis,  and  adhered  firmly  to  its  lower  surface.  The  FaUopian  tubet 
and  ovaries  were  normal,  and  could  be  traced  in  front  of  the  lower  portions 
of  Ihe  tumour  OB  eecb  side  of  the  aierns,  strongly  attached  to  il.  The  blad- 
der was  also  in  front  of  the  tumour,  and  fastened  to  it.  This  riscus,  as  well 
as  the  uterns,  was  pushed  above  the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  and  the  necks  of 
both  were  very  much  elongated.  Many  blood-vessels  supplied  the  lumour 
from  these  sttacbmeoi*. 

The  tamout  appears  lo  have  orisinaled  either  in  ibe  cavil<^  of  the  pelvis 
or  abdomen,  and  by  its  ^adual  ealawemenl  poshed  the  peritoneum  before 
il,  which  gave  it  a  covering  and  supphed  it  with  blood -vessels.  The  ezler- 
nal  surface  presented  a  smooth  and  ooiform  appearance.  Upon  making  a 
section  through  the  middle  portion,  a  crepitus  is  produced  by  the  edge  of  the 
scalpel.  The  internal  substance  exhibits  a  variety  of  appearances,  generally 
of  a  whitish  colour,  but  some  portions  of  it  have  a  blueisfa,  others  a  dusty 
gray  and  yellow  colour. 

The  whole  appears  to  be  a  mass  formed  by  the  aggregation  of  ii: 
lobules  in  their  progressive  developements.  The  consistence  and 
variei,  portions  betn^of  a  loose  structure  and  containing  cells.  Tbe  greater 
mass  is  hard  and  laienuiied  with  cartilaginoui  and  bony  matler.  The 
Upper  poriioD  of  the  tumour  is  composed  of  a  homogeneous  substance  of  al- 
most carlilaginooa  consistence,  and  mixed  with  a  subElance  of  less  deusily 
of  a  whitish  coloui.  Lower  down  it  represents  a  dense  substance  resembling 
a  section  of  pork.  Thtoughoul  the  greater  part  its  cousisieoce  vaiies  from 
that  of  fresh  pork  to  boiled  udder  or  brain.  A  large  quantity  of  this  carei- 
nomaious  matter  throughout  the  whole  tumour  is  accumuisicd  in  cells.  In 
some  places  the  lardaeeous  substance  foims  a  homogeneous  mass  of  consi- 
derable bulk.  Fibrous  matler,  mixed  with  glandular  subsiaoce,  is  seen 
ibroughoul  the  whole  tumour.  Red  points  can  also  be  traced  in  different 
parts,  of  the  colour  and  consistence  of  the  fibiine  of  blood. 

Portions  of  it  again  are  composed  of  almost  entire  osseous  matter;  spi- 
cola  of  bone  are  seen  at  different  points,  of  an  inch  in  length  and  a  line  in 
thickness. 

In  the  centre  of  the  lumour  is  a  large  cavity  containing  a  fluid  of  the  con- 
sistence of  cream,  intermixed  with  sbreits  of  cellular  tissue,  detached  blood- 
vessels, and  a  curdy  mailer  of  a  grayish  colour.  There  are  other  smaller 
cavities  containing  serum. 

I  will  nol  further  attempt  lo  enter  into  details,  but  will  content  myself 
with  saying,  that  after  a  minute  and  careful  examination  of  the  different 
structure  and  consistence  of  tbe  tumour  itself,  and  a  comparison  wilh  Pro- 
fessor Carswell's  "Illustrations  of  ibe  Elementary  Forms  of  Disease,"  I  am 
3atis6ed  that  in  this  interesting  specimen,  the  scirrhous,  lardaeeous,  mam- 
mary, medullary,  and  hsmatoid  forms  are  all  combined. 

J.  S.  RoeBEH,  M.  D. 

Cbesiout  street,  Nov.  22,  1840. 
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Art.  I.— FUCHS  ON  THE  INFLUENCE   OF  PROFESSONS  ON 
HEALTH.' 

Profeuioiu,  in  medical  ■tatislics,  may  be  conudered  eertain  dewnniDed 
combinations  of  eziernal  cireumaUuicea  to  which  claues  of  meo  are  ejpoHd. 
Their  iDBaeiiee  is  much  more  powerful  and  obrioas  in  India,  where  Ibejr 
are  hereditary,  than  in  Enrope;  yet  sCTeral  profeasiont  in  Europe  have  a 
remarkable  effect  in  modifying  ths  extent  of  Bicknes*  and  death  to  which 
their  members  are  liable.  Before  this  foil  effect  can  be  deterinincd,  extend- 
ed series  or  obserTHiions,  made  by  different  indiTiduaJs,  must  be  collected ; 
and  the  observationn  must  embrace  all  essential  facts,  capable,  like  other 
facts  in  physical  science,  of  being  compared.  To  determine  the  relatire 
health  of  any  profession  or  class  of  men,  and  the  deleterious  influence  of 
any  circumstance  in  which  they  may  be  placed,  the  facts  required  ai«  simple 
and  few;  bnt  it  is  rery  rare  that  they  can  all  be  obtained,  or  ai  least  are  all 
furnished  by  writers.  In  the  first  instance,  it  is  necessary  to  BDcetiain  the 
number  of  iodiriduals  in  each  profession  between  the  ages  of  1&-S0,  20-30, 
dtc..  and  then  the  total  cases  of  disease,  tbe  KTerage  Dumber  constantly  sick 
or  toe  days  of  sickness,  and  the  deaths  in  a  determined  time ;  from  which 
data  the  annual  diseases  and  deaths  in  1000,  and  the  average  proportion  of 
sick  at  all  ages  may  be  deduced.  The  sicktime  and  mortality  in  an  assumed 
unit  of  lifetime  thus  becomes  a  determined  quantity,  which  may  be  com- 
pared with  any  other  quantity.  To  gire  an  example:  in  the  island  of  Corfu' 
the  average  force  ef  the  British  troops  was  1974-5'duTiog  the  six  years  1816- 
21;  equlvaleDt  to  11,847  (1074'5X6}  years  of  life,  630  of  which  were  years 
ofsickoesB.  The  total  numberof  cases  treatedimounted  to  14098.  Whence 
it  is  found  by  direct  proporiioo  that  in  a  year  1000  soldiers  living  suffered 
1 190  attacks  of  sickness ;  that  52  of  them  were  on  an  average  coastanllv  ill, 
and  that  87  died.  Of  1000  cases  treated,  23  terminated  fatally.  A  table  in 
which  these  resalts  were  compared  with  those  presented  by  other  classes  of 
men,  would  constitute  a  law  of  health  for  proressions :  it  would  teach  the 
medieal  practitioner  how  many  patients  in  a  known  population  he  may  ex- 
pect to  attend ;  the  general  on  how  many  effective  men  he  may  count  in  a 
campaign;  the  goTernmeot  how  the  labouring,  manufacturing,  agricultural, 
and  higher  classes  are  affected  by  political  or  economical  measures.  The 
sick-clubs  and  self'SupportiDg  dispensaries  can  only  he  firmly  established  by 
a  knowledge  of  the  qnaulity  of  sickness  in  the  class  they  embrace ;  and  if 
they  enter  every  iadividosl,  distioguishinK  the  age  on  their  books,  ihey  will 
soon  be  in  possession  ofa  mass  ofuseful  facts. 

The  observalions  of  Professor  Puchs  were  collected  from  the  reports  ofa 
trades'  institution  in  Wilrizburg,  to  which  each  workman  employed  eonlri- 
huted  weekly,  in  order  to  obtain  a  certain  sum  in  siokoeEs.  These  reports, 
published  since  1788,  distingoish  the  contributions  of  each  trade ;  the  deaths 
and  attacks  of  sickness  occurring  in  each  trade  have  been  distingnished  from 
Ibe  first :  and  from  these  eonlribntions  and  payments  the  learned  professor 
has  been  enabled  to  ascertain  that^  since  the  foundation  of  the  society  in 
1786  (19  years),  the  average  numberof  conlributions  has  been  1186;  the 

>  Bntitk  BDd  Foraign  Hedieal  Review,  Oelober,  1840,  p.  373. 

Ueber  den  Einfluo  der  varwiliiedeDen  Gswarbe  suf  den  (*e*anahBituu>ta>id  nnd  die 
Mortolitu  der  Koaitkr  and  Hindwerkcr  in  den  BtOtbenjibren,  &□.  Von  Dr.  C.  B. 
Fuchi. 

A  StatiMicil  Usuioir  on  the  Influence  of  VoriouB  ProfsMioni  on  the  Health  and 
MorUlily  of  Mechanics  snd  Arlinn*  in  tho  Prima  or  Life;  roonded  on  Iho  Table,  of 
the  Inalimtion  for  Sick  Mechanics  in  WflrUburg  from  17SG  ti.  1B34  By  Dr.  C.  H. 
Fucha,  Prorea»>r  of  Medicioe  in  Warlibare.    Berlin,  1835.    8va. 

*  Henren'a  Medical  Topography  of  the  Mediterranesn.  Wa  haro  not  bean  rortnnite 
eoougb  to  meet  with  all  Ihaae  data  in  any  olhsr  work,  foreign  or  Engliah.  Thia  iKiele 
WBi  written  belbra  the  appearance  of  the  army  medical  repoiii. 
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tome  a«  if  58,135  member*  had  lived  aod  been  occupied  in  iheit  reipeclire 
uu  one  year  in  Wflnzbu^:  27S  case*  of  aickDcss  and  nine  deaiki  occurred 
OD  an  average  anuually ;  for  tbe  total  aiiacks  of  sickness  in  49  Tears 
amounted  to  13,268;  the  deaths  to  445.  Of  10,000  conifibutors,  8,282  fell 
aiclL  RDd  76  died,  yearly  ;  and  of  10,000  eaae*  Irwied,  327  (1  in  29-8)  ended 
fotally.  The  value  aod  defect  of  ProCeasor  Fuchs'*  method  of  ioquiry  are 
Bufficwnily  obvious ;  but  we  shall  compare  it  with  what  was  said  before,  lo 
impress  the  right  method  more  forcibly  on  future  observers. 


,»«-,„ 

-.„^ 

I.lDOOUTiDf.ibauiDiul 

D«Uu  in  imo 

MwafdlMM 

N>UDbn«eutaBU7ilek. 

D»<k^ 

Boldien,  &e. 

(in  Corfu.) 
Artisans,  &C 

(in  Wortz- 
burg.) 

Nearly 
36 

15-36 

1190 
2282 

53-34 

27-4 
7-6 

23-05 
32-70 

The  ages  of  oeilber  class  were  certainly  known ;  and  this  table  only 
sfaowi  the  attacks  of  sickness  and  deaths  at  the  ages  specified ;  the  attacks 
«f  sickness  are  however  probably  the  same  at  all  ages  between  10-70.  A 
material  defect  in  the  German  professor's  researches,  it  will  be  perceived, 
is  the  omisiioQ  of  ibe  average  proportion  of  sickness  i  invesligaled  in  the 
friendly  societies  of  Great  Britain  by  Dr.  Price  and  the  Highland  Society, 
a  defect  whicb  the  data  already  before  him  will  probably  supply.  It  is  al- 
most unnecessary  to  remark,  that  the  excessive  mortality  and  sickness  of  the 
soldiers  is  in  part  owing  to  the  climate  and  fevers  of  the  Mediterianean.  The 
mortality  and  sickness  of  soldiers  in  times  of  peace  is  in  their  native  clintate 
greatly  above  the  average;  of  the  English  infantry  eigbieen  in  a  thousand 
die  annuslly,  while  the  mortality  of  the  entire  populatioo  is  only  ten  in  K 
thousand  at  the  corresponding  age.  The  mortality  of  the  Wartzbarg  arti- 
eans  is  apparenily  low ;  Dr.  Fuchs  states  that  the  ages  of  the  difiereni  clasieB 
were  nearly  the  same,  on  an  average  between  15  and  35  years,  and  this  maj 
be  lairly  biought  within  the  narrower  mean  of  30-30;  at  which  period  of  life 
the  moitality  in  Carlisle  was  7-54  per  1000,  differing  to  a  triBing  extent  from 
7-60.  With  Dr.  Fuchs  we  are  disposed  to  place  considerable  reliance  on 
ibis  general  tesult,  although  the  Dodyj  of  ariiians  in  the  society  were  to  a 
certain  extent  selected;  and  we  subjoin  for  comparison  the  deaths  in  1000 
at  the  same  age  in  England  and  Wales,  in  Belgium,  and  in  Sweden; 

KogJUHl  uid  WalsL  Belgium.  BvedsD.  tVuiuknrt, 


101 


91 


7-6 


7-5 


The  proportion  of  33-7  deaths  in  10,000  cases  treated,  the  professor  think* 
highly  favourable ;  but  on  what  groands  we  do  not  know.  Nearly  the  same 
mortality  (33'4)  has  been  observed  among  the  sick  of  the  British  troops  in 
Bengal ;'  and  in  Corfu,  only  330  died  in  10,000  treated.  At  the  same  time 
the  attacks  of  sickness  suffered  by  1000  persons  in  Wflrtzburg,  Coifu,  aitd 
Bengal,  were  in  the  proportion  of  238,  1190,  1713. 

The  mean  mortality  of  the  WOrtzburg  artisans,  expressed  in  parts  of 
10,00,  being  76;  the  mean  frequency  of  sickness  2382 ;  when  tbe  same  ope- 
ration ha*  been  repeated  for  each  profession,  on  a  sufficient  number  of  indi- 
viduals, their  relative  mortality,  aod  wbat  Professor  Fuchs  has  called  ihfit 
morbility,  may  be  determined   bjr  comparison  with  the  mean  standard. 

Before  examining  the  professions  separately,  it  is  necessary  to  observe 
that:  1.  The  institution,  and  eonsequentlv  the  calculations,  only  embrace 
the  incorporated  trades;  day  labourers,  bactney  coachmen,  and  some  others, 

■  Burke  an  the  Hurtalitjr  of  Troops  in  India,  1S3€-^.   'Sdinb.  Jonmal,  No.  109. 
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%n  eooseqncnllr  •nladsd.  2.  That  only  joDrDeymto  and  appreL  ._  __ 
long  to  the  JDStiiution.  Aad  this  is  bo  far  for  the  adTaniage  ol  the  calcula- 
tion, as  the  sick  are  nearly  of  the  lame  age  (1^35);  besidei,  for  obfioui 
reasons,  a  piofesiion  exercises  its  banefal  ionuence  far  more  iotensely  on 
joaroeymeD  and  appreniices  than  oo  their  wasterB,  who  often  only  tuper- 
iDiend  without  worciog  at  their  buBines*,  anil  so  avoid  its  discomforts  and 
dangers.  3.  Formerly  sereral  trades,  for  example,  witchmakeis  and  gun' 
smiths,  carpenleta  and  slaters,  &c.,  formed  one  united  company,  and  were 
placed  ti^etber  ia  the  accounts.  Professor  Fuchs  had  no  ineane  of  separat- 
ing these  associated  trades,  and  was  himself  compelled  to  eoinblDe  several 
of  the  amaller  allied  trades,  in  order  to  obtain  more  probable  results.  4, 
llembers  having  syphilitic  diseases,  and,  ap  to  the  year  192B,  alto  iieb,  were 
aot  entered  on  the  bookB, 

The  second  and  third  columns  of  the  following  tables,  showing  the  total 
deaths  and  diseases  of  each  profession,  were  calculated  from  the  payments 
made  in  the  49  years ;  but  the  cootiibators  belonging  to  each  profession  were 
only  known  from  1816  To  1834;  and  the  Dumbers  in  the  tables  were  obtained 
by  fifBt  ascertaining  the  relation  of  the  sick  to  the  contributors  during  these 
seventeen  years,  and  calculating  from  the  relation  so  oblained  the  number 
of  contributors  in  the  earlier  penod.  For  example,  of  920  weavers  who  con- 
tributed between  1618  and  1634,  exactly  269  had  aa  attack  of  stckoess ;  and,  at 
daring  the  49  years  480  of  the  wearers  fell  ill,  the  following  proportion  gives 
the  total  Dumber  of  weavers  who  had  contributed,  269  :  930  :  :  480  :  1643; 
which  last  sum  is  entered  iu  the  first  column  of  the  table. 

We  purposely  withhold  the  ertangeraent  of  these  64  trades  in  the  elabo- 
nie  table  of  Professor  Fuchs,  according  to  their  greater  or  less  mortaliq' 
and  roorbiiity,  and  all  the  professor's  reasonings  on. their  relative  salubrity. 
Professor  Fuchs  is  apparently  ignorant  or  forgetful  of  the  well-eslablisbed  ' 
physiological  fact,  that  the  fluctuations  of  mortality  between  15  and  35  are 
[imiled  to  nearly  7-20  in  1000  of  those  who  remain  in  ibeir  native  climate, 
or  he  would  not  reason  seriously  with  the  great  anomalies  of  the  6(Ui 
column  before  hia  eyes.  These  anomalies  are  principally  dne  to  the  paucity 
of  observations,  which  may  be  sufficiently  augmented  if  proper  reLurns  were' 
obtained  from  all  similar  instiiuiiotis ;  on  this  account  the  paper  before  na 
deserves  atleution.  It  is  one  of  the  numerous  series  of  observations  whieh 
we  hope  to  collect  in  this  Journal,  from  which  our  readers,  or  perhaps  our- 
selves at  some  future  lime,  may  deduce  rational,  well-founded  generalisa- 
tions. It  may,  however,  be  observed,  that  in  this  arrangemeDi,  and  in  that 
which  follows,  those  classes  in  which  the  inorbility  exceeds  S282,  the  mor- 
tality 76,  are  considered  unhealthy;  on  the  contrary,  those  professions  ate 
considered  salubrious  in  which  the  proportions  fall  below  the  average. 

The  influence  of  a  profession  on  health  is  the  result  of  several  appreciable 
agents,  to  determine  the  exact  value  of  which  is  the  next  step  in  the  inquiry. 
For  this  purpose  Dr.  Fuchs  has  grouped  all  the  proreasioos  in  the  table  ac- 
eording  to  the  localit^r  in  which  thejf  are  carried  on;  the  temperatore  and 
moisture  connected  with  their  exercise;  the  materials  employed  ;  the  mm- 
eolar  force  required ;  the  position  and  necessary  movements  of  the  body ; 
the  aliment  insured  to  their  follower*;  rbe  amount  of  wages;  their  influence 
on  the  education  and  the  state  of  mind  of  their  members.  This  baa  the 
filrther  advantage  of  increasing  ibe  number  of  facts  in  each  category,  and 
diminishing  the  chance  of  error  from  differencea  of  age.  The  first  column 
shows  the  Client  of  the  observations  or  the  number  of  yearly  contributors  in 
the  group;  the  second  the  attacks  of  sickness  in  10,000  person*  living  one 
year;  the  third  the  annual  deaths  in  10,000;  and  the  fourth  tbe  deaihs  in 
10,000  cases  treated.  It  is  right  to  observe  that  tbe  morbilily  is  diminished 
disproportion  ably  in  some  prufessions.  where  the  contributors  were  well  off, 
>Dd  resorted  less  frequently  than  otheis  to  tbe  institution;  all  the  deaths 
were  recorded.  To  catch  the  eye  more  readily,  an  *  ha*  been  affixed  where 
the  mortality  and  morbility  were  above,  a  t  wbere  they  were  below  the 
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wlin 

«T«r  the 

eolomii  of  morttilitr  and  monalitr. 

Toulc«-l 

Intlubnce  op  LociLnr. 

HoItslllT. 

Moruutr. 

5628 

t2I38 

•99 

465 

Thatcher*,  fiahermen,  uilori,  gard^D- 

CIS,  muoDB.  stoneculler*,  plaileren,  car- 
peolera,  and  alal«r«. 

[Tke  increased  mortality  U  probably 

owing  to  accidents.] 

(3)  Altemauls  •'><  'ht  0pm  JHr  and  In- 

Oo^.. 

11700 

t2212 

t59 

266 

tn.  farriem,  ebimney-t weepers,  butchers, 
millers,   taooers,  grioders,  ropemakers 

waxcbsodlers,  wheelwrights. 

(3)  in  Cmjined  S-m: 

40793 

•2341 

•78 

33B 

The  34  remaioing  professiooi. 

(*)par,biinWattr. 

3569 

•2536 

t70 

276 

Fishermen,  sailors,  millers,  taooers. 

iBFtmacE  or  Timfebatubb  i>d  Moiitube 

660 

•2892 

t66 

228 

Blacksmiths,  coppersmiths,  locksmiths 

tmitbs,  pewierers. 

(S)  in  Warm,  MvUt  Mr. 

6877 

tl913 

t52 

273 

(3)  111  Olid,  MtiM  Air. 

8405 

18165 

t83 

384 

Printers,   dyers,    grinders,    plasterers, 

(4)  in  Cbimim  Mr. 

36183 

t2268 

•81 

359 

•2393 

t59 

247 

(S)  inJibittAir: 

t206l 

t69 

338 

Cold. 

7093 

•2482 

86 

346 

Blacksmiths,     barbers,     hairdressers. 

ermen,  and  iBooers. 

IKFLIIE^CB  OF  THE  MaTERIILS  EMPLOVED. 

PrtfaiUtu  carried  ■»  (1)  in  a  Dtuty  At- 

m,.phere. 

18602 

t22fl7 

t62 

875 

cU,. 

7827 

•2762 

•77 

311 

smiths,  blacksmiths,  artillery-smiths. 
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ratal  COB 

trlbvior*. 

Hortiuir 

HortsUiT 

Moniiir 

8174 

12160 

t59 

278 

Utla. 

sw«epere,  ropeoiBkeTS. 

2266 

tl87e 

123 

125 

Saddlers,  furrieis,  Upesteren,  brush- 

makere,  clothbearere,  hBllers. 

5348 

•3167 

Pi 

224 

Blacksmiths,  locksmilba,  nailers,  sword 

makers,  liomeii,  artillery- smiths,  pewter- 

.*,*«<;.' 

4732 

1585 

68 

388 

■milbs,  beltmakers,  haturs,  patters,  ptas- 

teien. 

2430 

63 

363 

9642 

2202 

61 

276 

Bakers,  coopers,  brewers,  dyera,  lacker- 

ei«,  weaTers. 

3768 

1769 

32 

181 

Batchers,   UDoera,   aoapboilers,   war 

cUDdleia. 

13383 

t2133 

t67 

317 

J^«-». 

Brewers,    coipers,   thaichprK,    Pilots 

blacksmiths,  iDasoDB,  aionecutlers,  butcb- 

- 

era,  millers,  nailers,  wheelwrighis,  car- 

penters, slaters. 

Profettimt  in  whUh  (»)  but  Mtderaia  Extr 

18933 

*2371 

•104 

439 

Otorers,  laeemskera,  bookbinders,  braah- 

hairdiesaets,     goldimilhs,     shopkeepers, 

farriers,  tailors,  ahoemakera,  tapesceters. 

watchmakers,  gilders,  pewterers. 

q^T^d. 

26316 

taaii 

t68 

264 

Ihfldencss  or  Certain  Determiheo 

PoaiTioHS  AMO  MorEHEitrs. 

Pr»/euunu  in  -mhicA  the  JtOn  {i)  are  ofrnMI 

abmyt  Siaittg. 

18829 

•2577 

•99 

385 

smiths,  beltmakers,  furriers,  saddlers,  lai- 

lois,  ahoemakera,  tinmen,  wearera,  watch- 

makers. 
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(3)  s^aeraUg  Stand  at  Wttk. 

Bakers,  bookbiaders,  dyertj  gleziera, 
blacksmilha,  turners,  coppersmiifas^  bntoh- 
en,  nailers,  grinders,  locksmiths,  joineTa, 
iwordmakera,  rop«makers,  nlasretera,  urn 
penieTi,  wheelwrights,  arlillery smiths. 

(3)  AUematels  SU  and  5ia>ui 

All  the  other  professioos. 

(4)  fFark  in  a  SUQping  PottHim, 
Sitting^,— gioven,    brash  makers,   gold- 
smiths, tailors,  shoemakers,  walchmak- 

Standitigj — glaziers,  eriitders,  lock- 
smiths,  joiners,   wheelwrights,   gilders, 
pewterers,  coopers,  gardeners,  tanners. 
(6)  Carry  Burden*. 

(6)  Climb,  ga  up  and  dvnn  Stain. 

(7)  Ute  the  JIxe  «r  Banaticr. 

(8)  Work  wif  A  ihe  Ft 

ISFLDEHCE   OP  AlDHENTS. 

PrafeuieoM  -ahich  Prepare  (1)  Articlet  •/ 

Ftad. 

Bakers,   butchers,   gardeners,  confec- 

(8)  Drink,. 
Brewers,  coopers. 

lUrLDBKCE  OF  WlQBS. 

PrafeMiiB*   (1)  paid-aell  in  Summer,  badly 

in  Winter. 

Thatchers,  Sshermea,  gardeners,  ma- 
sons, plasterers,  carpenters. 

(8)  vhich  obtain  Bigh  Waget. 

Brewers,  lacemakers,  prmtets,  glaziers, 
goldsmiths,  beltmakers,  shopkeepers,  tan- 

frs,  swordmakers,  ropematers,  lapester- 

»,  watch  and  gunmakers,  gildeis. 

(3)  vhichgain  Liyw  Wage: 

Glovers,   brush  makers,    barbers,    hair- 

dressers,  po iters,  blacksmiths,  butchers, 

rs,    grinders,    tailors,    shoemahera, 

wearers,  coopers,  (weisskuflber.) 

(4]  TBhich  gain  JUaderalt  Waget. 

The  remaioing  21  proressions. 

iNrLDENOB  OF  EdDCITIOH  4HD  StaTE 

Pr*/cmo)M  »/  wAifA  ihe  Cammtn  Mtmbert 
(I)  receive  a  Tolerable  EibicaHan. 
Shopkeepers,  primers,  goldsmiths,  sculp- 
ora,  watchmakers,  &c. 
(3)  con  tearcely  hept  m  become  Maitert. 
Brewers,  printers,  millers,  masons,  car- 
penters. 

are  tulgect  f  Sewrwe  of  Fortune. 


t6» 


tl939 

tiiM 

IS 

*81 
t71 

t]733 

t38 

•2378 

t63 

t2l38 

•99 

tl634 

t59 
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Under  thii  tut  head  are  to  be  elaeied  thoae  pmfiestioiis  which  depend  for 
tbeir  existeoce  on  commerce,  or  in  small  QerraaD  towns,  inch  a*  Wtua- 
bure,  principally  on  fashion.  "  The  most  striking  example,"  says  Dr.  Fuchs, 
"of  the  influence  exercised  by  fashion  on  tbe  health  of  a  profession,  is  fur- 
Diahed  by  the  hairdressers  of  Wanzborg.  Tbe  iwenly-two  masters  who, 
with  numerous  jonrnejrmen,  in  1603  dressed  tbe  bair  and  the  wigs  of  the  io- 
hibitants  of  WQrtzburg,  hare  declined  to  eight,  who  together  keep  bnt  five 
men,  and  tbe  profesaioo  whicb  Adelmann  esteemed  bealihy  and  eTer  cheer- 
ful, has  lost  its  bigb  spirits,  and  occupies,  by  its  ^reat  mortality  (196),  one 
of  the  lowest  places  amoog  ibe  unbealthv  profesEioos.  I  am  mucb  incliaed 
to  ascribe  tbe  unfavourable  state  of  health  eiperienced  by  tbe  hairdressers 
in  great  part  to  the  mental  impression  which  the  decline  of  tbat  noble  art 
has  exercised  on  its  disciples." 

In  slating  tbat  the  increased  mortality  of  the  hairdressers  was,  in  our 
opinion,  cKxefiy  owing  to  the  greater  proportion  of  old  men — to  a  necessary 
difference  of  age,  such  as  it  found  in  all  declining  professions — we  do  not 
wish  to  cast  a  doubt  on  the  great  sensibility  of  tbose  distinguished  artists 
who  have  so  long  decorated  tbe  beads  of  the  inhabitants  of  wflrtzburg.  No 
doubt  tbe  sudden  fluctuations  nf  wages  and  employment  in  the  manufactar- 
iog  towns  of  this  kingdom  bare  a  most  powerful  effect  on  the  health  aid 
mortality  of  the  operatives. 

To  sum  up  the  results  of  ihisinTestigation,  in  reply  to  the  question,  "What 
iafloence  hare  professions  on  tbe  moroililv  and  mortality,  independently  of 
the  form  of  malady;  what  professions  are  nealtby,  what  uDhealiby,  and  why 
are  they  so  V  Dr.  Fuchs  Isys  down  these  inferences : — 

1.  Tht)  influence  of  professions  on  the  morbiliiy  and  mortality  in  general 
is  remarkable ;  the  differences  in  these  respects  between  pariicular  profea- 
aioDS  are  great. 

3.  The  mortality  and  roorbility  do  not  always  proceed  in  the  same  ratio. 
Haoy  })rofessioDS  hsve  great  numbers  sick  and  few  dealbs — and  the  reTera«: 
only  eight  professions  (see  table)  are  equally  distinguished  by  a  high  mor- 
bilily  and  relative  mortality;  and  sixteen  otbers  have  few  sicR  and  propor- 
tionally few  deaths. 

3.  According  to  the  absolate  nu>7-faZity-~aecording  to  the  loss  which  a 
given  number  of  individuals  belonging  to  the  same  profession  suffer  in  a 
year — twenty-two  professions  are  unhealthy,  thirty-four  are  healthy, 

4.  Some  agencies  regulate  the  frequeoey  of  sickness  (morbility),  others 
The  fatality  of  diseases  (relative  mortality))  and  hence  It  is  clear  Ibat  in 
particular  professions  the  number  of  sick,  while  in  others  the  number  of 
deaths,  will  be  bigb,  without  the  one  iavariably  answering  to  the  other. 

6.  The  absolute  mortality,  oo  the  contrary,  is  only  influenced  by  causes 
which  either  uniformly  raise  or  lower  tbe  morbility  and  relative  mortality, 
or  exercise  a  preponderating  influence  on  one  of  them ;  and  is,  therefore, 
although  its  oscillations  are  generally  of  a  more  limited  extent,  tbe  surest 
measure  of  tbe  salubrity  of  profesBioos. 

Tbe  results  of  the  present  iovestigaiioBS  appear  ibeu  to  indicate,  that  the 
following  circumstances  connected  with  professions  augment  the  mortality; 
slight  muscular  exercise,  bad  wages,  constant  silling,  the  bent  posture,  ex- 
posure to  changes  of  lemperatuie,  low  spirits,  cold,  moist  air,  cold  dry  air, 
working  in-doors,  mineral  dust.  They  confirm  tbe  conclusions  of  Dr.  Lom- 
bard with  regard  to  the  unlavourable  influence  of  penury  and  misery  on 
health,  one  of  ihe  best  established  principles  in  statistics.     A  sedenla      '' 


shown  by  each  series  of  obserraiioos  to  be  injurious.  That  education 
promotes  health  is,  on  the  contrary,  established  W  both.  With  regard  to 
the  ioSuence  of  dusts  and  vapours,  the  results  difier;  in  fact,  neither  pos- 


sed  the  means  of  deciding  this  question. 
This  memoir  displays  great  industry,  accuracy,  and  considerable  acquaint- 
ance with  atatistics;  in  many  respects  it  merits  mote  attention  thai  any 
thing  thai  has  yet  b«en  written  on  the  hygi§ne  of  professionB.    One  capital 
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foci  it  ecUbliahea,  that  in  faToanble  circumsuncea  one  dubd  Id  four,  or  22-8 
per  cent,  bas  bd  attack  of  sickness  anouaily ;  or,  more  precisely,  23  per  ccDi. 
apply  to  frieodlf  societiea  oa  tbe  grouad  of  sickneaG.  SitDilai  and  more 
coDipreheDei*e  researches  ne  hope  soon  to  see  instituted  in  every  pert  of 
Great  Britftin  where  there  are  benefit  and  health  asturance  societies. 


BIBLlOGBAPHtCAL  NOTICES. 
Twtt^t'i  Syitem  of  Practical  Medicine,  Ttl.  S.    Diteattt  ef  Iht  AVrvsut  SytUm.* 

The  favourable  opioion,  which  we  expressed  of  the  first  Toluine  of  this 
work,  may  with  propriety  be  transferred  to  Ibe  presem.  It  offers,  too,  bd 
■ddilioDal  attraction  in  having  the  notes  aod  additions — the  "AmericaB 
note*  and  additions,"  they  are  termed  on  (be  title-page — of  a  sciemific  ob- 
server on  this  side  of  the  Atlaalic.  The  pathology  of  the  nervous  sysiem, 
hydrocephalas,  apoplexy,  delirium  tremens,  cepbalagia,  epilepsy,  catalepsy, 
and  allied  affections,  spinal  irriiaiion,  spinal  meningitis,  inflamniaiioii  of 
the  spinal  cord,  hydrorachis,  spinal  apoplexy,  letaous,  hydrophobia,  paraly- 
sis, baibiers  and  ioflammatian  of  the  ear,4re  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  Bennett; 
inflammation  of  tbe  brain,  from  that  of  Dr.  Hope ;  ioBanity,  from  that  of  Dr. 
Prichard;  chorea,  byileria,  neuralgia,  from  that  of  Dr.  T.  Thomson;  and 
inflammation  of  the  eye  and  amaurosis  from  that  of  Dr.  Taylor. 

The  chief  notes  by  Dr.  Gerhard  are  on  delirium  tremens  and  hydrocepha- 
lus; but  numerous  other  pertinent  comments  are  distribuii-d  through  the 
work.  On  the  treatment  of  the  first-mentioned  disease  there  is  between  Dr. 
Gerhard  and  ourselves  a  known  difi'erence  of  sentiment,— Dr.  Gerhard  be- 
lieving ibat  the  alcoholic  method  is  decidedly  to  be  preferred,  whilst  we 
think  it  is  very  rarely  necessary,  or,  in  other  words,  that  if  a  proper  classifi- 
cation be  adopted,  theie  are  hut  few  cases  which  can  require  its  employment. 
We  are  not  prepared  to  say  thai  the  recuperative  powers  are  in  all  cases 
sufficient  to  restore  the  individual  without  tbe  employment  of  the  wonted 
atimuluit,  hot  we  believe  the  case  iu  which  it  is  iodispensable  to  recovery  is 
not  often  met  with.  In  all  our  public  and  private  practice,  we  have  endea- 
voured to  diminish  as  far  as  practicable  the  employment  of  alcohol  in  the 
treatment  of  delirium  tremens,  not  because  the  individual  cannot  be  brought 
back  by  it  to  the  state  in  which  he  was  prior  to  (be  attack,  io  tbe  generality  of 
instances,  hut  because  the  moral  effect  must  necessarily  be — to  hold  out  to 
the  drunkard  that  tbe  continuance  of  this  deplorable  habit  is  necessary  to 
his  health,  and  the  main  reliance  when  he  becomes  diseased.  Were  alcohol 
proved  to  be  indispensable,  we  should  adopt  tbe  practice  oniversally,  but  we 
should  adopt  it  with  regret.  We  do  not,  however,  consider  that  the  numeri- 
cal results  adduced  by  Dr.  Gerhard  coostiiuie  this  proof;  ooi  even  those 


'  DiiKrlBlioo*  on  Nervous  Diieases,  by  Jamci  Hope,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.,  Phjiiciin  to  St. 
(ieorga's  Hotpitei,  iu. ;  J.  C.  PrJchard,  H.  D.,  F.  R.  8.,  M.  R.  1.  A.,  Corrcipopding 
Member  of  the  National  laililote  of  Frinca,  Senior  Pbyeician  to  Ihe  Briatol  laSrmirj, 


der  Twcedie,  AI.  D.,  F.  R.  S.,  Fellow  of  Ihe  Roj>l  Colleso  uF  PhysicUna,  Phyaician  (a 
the  London  Paver  Hucpital,  ind  to  the  Foundlin;  Ho*pitil,  &c ;  with  American  Note* 
and  Addition*,  bj  W.  W.  Gerhard,  M.  D.,  Il^elurer  on  Medicine,  Phyaician  to  tbe  Phi- 
ladalphia  Hoapiul,  Blocklay,  &«.    8vo,  pp.  551.    Philadelphia,  1840. 


b,Goo(^lc 


Bibliographi4ial  Notices.  236 

which  he  cite*  as  haTiD;  beeo  observed  in  the  men's  vniia  under  bis  care 
in  the  Philadelphia  Hoapilal,  from  Ociobev  12, 1639,  to  October  12, 1840.  Of 
163  cases  of  decided  deliriDm  tremetis,  B7  were  admiited  \n  the  firsi  stage, 
73  in  the  second,  and  3  in  Lhe  third ;  160  cases  recovered,  and  one  remained 
conTslesceDt,  who  is  since  well.  "  Ooe  only  proved  fatal ;  the  patient  was 
admitted  in  the  third  stage  of  the  disease,  and  died  in  a  few  hours  al^er  his 
entrance ;  he  had  been  treated  with  opium,  and  a  boi  of  pills,  which  he  was 
ttking,  was  sent  to  the  hospital  with  bim."  "  Of  course,"  adds  Dr.  Gerhard, 
"this  apparent  excepiioa  confinns  the  geoeral  coaclusioo,  that  lhe  disease 
terminates  favourablr  in  every  instance  when  treated  according  to  the  me- 
thod recommended." 

Dr.  Gerhard  will,  we  are  satisfied,  appreciate  the  force  of  the  remark,  that 
any  inference  from  a  single  year's  observation  maf  be  fallacious ;  especially 
when  a  similar  system  of  treatment  bad  heen  adopted,  by  biro  and  by  others, 
in  former  years,  and  with  less  favourable  results.  It  is  a  well  known  fact, 
that  in  certain  seasons  snd  years  diseases  are  more  severe  than  thsy  are  in 
others ;  and  we  think  the  circumsiance,  that,  of  the  1S2  cases  of  delirium 
tremens  referred  to  by  Dr.  Gerhard  as  having  been  admitted  in  the  year 
ending  October,  1640,  only  two  are  classed  in  the  third  stage,  sufficiently 
exhibits  thai  the  disease  was  unusually  mild.  We  have  before  us  a  sum- 
mary of  lhe  cases  treated  in  the  men's  and  women's  Lunatic  Asylum,  Block- 
Icy,  from  January  1st,  1839,  io  January  1st,  1840,  politely  furnished  us  by  an 
estimable  colleague,  and  published  in  the  number  of  the  "Intelligencer"  for 
June  1,  1840.  According  to  this  summary,  it  would  appear  that  the  number 
of  eases  admitted  inlo  both  asylums  during  (he  past  year  was  as  follows: 

D«liiiuB  ticmeai.  Man'i.  Womcri'i. 

First  stage,  91  40 

Second  do.  78  12 

Third    do.  31  15 

Of  those  in  the  third  stage  on  the  men's  side  6  are  reported  to  hare  died ; 

of  those  on  the  women's  side  2.    In  the  first  and  second  stage  none  died. 

We  cannot,  consequently,  consider  that  Dr.  Gerhard  bas  ''settled  ifae 
value"  of  the  treatmeni  "  upon  a  more  definite  basis  than  has  yet  been  done." 
We  should  desire  to  see  him  continue  his  investigations  through  a  sueces- 
tiooof  years;  lo  compare,  as  eiiensively,  and  under  circumstances  as  nearly 
identical  as  possible,  difiereoi  methods  of  treatment,  and  to  commnnicaie 
hereafter  the  results  of  his  additional  experience. 

Dublin  DUeectoT.' 

This  is  not  truly  the  first  American  edition  of  the  Dublin  Dissector ;  at- 

Ihoogh  the  first  "from  the  fifth  enlarged  Dublin  edition."    The  value  of  the 

work  is  well  known,  and  its  utilily  bas  been  increased  by  the  additions  of 

■  The  Dublin  Dissector,  ■  Mnnuil  of  Anitomj)  compruing  a  Description  of  Ibe 
Bonsa,  Mnselei,  Vessels,  Nerin,  and  Viscera ;  iliio  the  Compsrative  AnBtomy  of  lb« 
fXfferent  Region*  of  the  Hnmsn  Body;  toaelher  with  lhe  Elements  of  Potholo|ry.  B; 
Robei I  Harrison,  A.  H.,  M.  B.,  T..  C  D.,  &c.  &c.  First  American,  fiom  lhe  ftflb  en- 
Urged  Dublin  edilioa;  with  Additioas  by  Rnbrrt  Wilts,  Jr.,  M.  D.,  Prafeuor  nf  Am. 
torn;  in  lhe  Collage  of  Fhysicisni  sad  Surgoona  in  the  city  of  New  York,  &c  &c. 
13do,  pp.  541. 
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the  American  editor.  We  need  scarcely  add,  that  it  ii  one  of  the  bc»,  if  BOC 
the  Terjr  beat,  companioDi  lo  I  be  praciical  aaatDtniBt. 

We  reeoBmead  the  work  most  conseieDtioaslr  to  the  altenlioa  of  vrtwf 
reader. 

Lte  on  a  FUaria  in  a  Barte'i  By'-' 

This  ia  an  account  of  the  Filaria  vbicb  we  had  an  opportooity  of  teeing 
iD  the  eye  of  the  borse,  aod  which  was  described  in  a  former  Dumber  of  the 
"iDtelllgeDcer."  Dr.  hee,  with  us,  regards  it  as  the  Filaria  papilloia.  The 
following  are  his  views  as  to  ihe  mode  of  origia: 

"  Ebreobeig  has  clearly  proved  by  his  careful  microscopical  obierTaiioaa, 
that  these  Boimals  hsTe  organs  of  reproduclion  clearly  deTeloped,  and  never 
deficieot;  indeed,  surpassing  in  developmeot,  for  ibe  mosi  part,  those  of 
olher  organic  avstems;  thus  plainly  poinling  to  a  predominant  cyclical  de- 
Telopment.  in  ine  same  manner  as  we  God  in  the  higher  organisms,  Ebren- 
berg  haB  alto  shown  that  the  fecundity  of  ihese  animals  is  moM  astonishiDg, 
each  female  producing  thousands,  it  not  millions,  of  ova  ai  a  time.  The 
same  diligent  and  accurate  observer  states,  that  if  we  carefully  examine 
animal  bodies,  whether  of  man  or  other  animaU,  we  shall,  in  oearly  all 
cases,  discover  worms  of  some  kind,  and  that  we  do  not  meet  with  more,  h« 
thinks  is  owing  to  the  great  difficnllies  in  the  way  of  the  developmeni  oflhe 
ova,  among  which  the  resistance  of  the  vital  principle  is  not  the  least.  He 
therefore  believes  that  Ibe  eggs  of  intestinal  worms  are  taken  into  the  cir- 
ealaiion  and  carried  into  all  parts  of  tbe  body,  but  are  developed  only  where 
the  particular  conditions  requisite  for  this  purpose  ate  favourable.  'The 
tmaller  diameter  of  the  finest  vessels  through  which  they  have  (o  pass,'  he 
remarks,  'does  not  appear  to  me  lo  present  any  impottant  difficulty,  because 
these,  as  we  see  in  every  infiammation,  become  easily  and  quickly  expanded 
as  soon  as  the^  are  Irritated  ;  and  these  eggs  may,  as  excretive  oodles,  like 
every  body  which  is  foreign  to  our  organism,  act  in  an  itritalive  manner, 
and  may  be  taken  up  by  the  embouchures  of  the  absorbents,  and  be  propellea 
along  with  increased  activity  through  Ibem  ;  that  ibis  is  the  case  with  mer- 
cury, pus,  and  olber  matleis,  has  been  already  received  ns  an  observed  fact. 
It  is  even  probable  that  the  eggs  of  the  Enlozoa  and  their  propulsion  through 
the  vascular  system  may  be  an  important  morbid  matter  hitherto  overlooked, 
and  which  causes  a  part  of  Ihe  pnenomena  comprehended  under  the  name 
scrofula.  In  bodies  wbicb  are  particularly  favourable  to  tbe  development 
of  worms,  there,  must  necessarily  he  an  innumerable  quantity  of  secreted 
eggs  of  these  parasites,  which,  if  they  are  not  expelled  by  the  intestinal 
canal,  or  b^  the  primrB  via,  must,  as  foreign  bodies,  produce  disorders.  If 
the  absorption  tskes  place  entirely  or  fur  the  most  part  in  tbe  lymphalict,  it 
would  occasion  their  general  or  sole  influence  upon  that  system.  Obstruc- 
tions in  the  lymphatics,  but  especially  in  their  reticular  tissue,  the  glands, 
which  lead  ro  local  congestions  of  lymph,  inflammations,  and  morbid  ap- 
pearances of  various  kinds,  become  in  ibis  manner  very  easy  of  eomprehen- 
aiun  ;  and  these  assuredly  deserve  ibe  attention  of  medical  science,  not  at 
speculations,  but  as  realities.  Thousands  of  eggs  of  intestinal  worms,  whose 
existence  in  many  bodies  cannot  be  denied,  must  perish,  as  they  are  rarely 
developed  in  such  great  quantities,  from  the  difficulty  of  tbeii  attaining  tbe 
place  and  conditions  favourable  for  their  development;  while  only  some, 
very  ol^en  none,  ever  actually  attain  those  conditions.  This  relative  propoT' 
lioDof  the  number  of  intestinal  worms  and  of  their  eggs  to  the  organs  of  the 

'  An  Acconnt  of  a  Fllarti  in  ■  Hotns't  Eje,  with  BcmsrkB  on  Similar  Fhennmena, 
■nd  the  nude  of  their  Origip.  B;  Charles  A.  Lee,  M.  D.,  of  New  York.  Svo,  pp.  19, 
From  the  Amer.  Jour,  of  Science  and  Arts,  No.  9,  Vol.  39. 
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liner  aninala,  u  alto  found  to  eiial.  There  m  rery  often  ohierved  in 
•Dimal  diueetioos  a  iinall  number  of  full-growa  wonne,  filled  with  ao  ia> 
Dumenible  quantity  of  egn,  without  any  young  io  their  pioximityi  and  I 
was  often  asioniafaed  lo  nnd  in  the  eoDsiderable  number  of  my  disseciiona 
of  aoimal  bodies,  (I  have  brought  from  Afitca  alone  intestinal  worme  of  196 
apeciet  of  animats.  all  of  whicb  I  bare  myself  dineeted,  and  of  tooie  fram 
40  lo  fiO  indiTiduils,)  only  a  few  alive,  altnougb  these  were  completely  filled 
with  egg*.  Thus  from  laborious  obserrations  this  opinion  bs*  become  tuore 
and  more  firmly  fixed  in  my  mind,  thai  it  is  much  more  astonishiog  bow  tbe 
great  fecandity  of  the  Gntozoa  sbould  be  so  limited  bv  the  living  organs, 
than  that  it  should  be  possible  that  living  worms  shoula  Inhabit  them,  and, 
considering  their  diffusion,  escape  obBeivations  which  ate  generally  super- 
ficial.' 

"  Sncb  are  the  views  of  this  very  able  naturalist  on  this  difficult  subject, 
and  I  believe  they  are  those  which  eventually  will  be  generally  adopted.  In 
this  manner  can  we  caly  satialaoioiily  account  for  the  existence  of  worms 
in  the  fosiui  of  man  and  other  animals,  and  in  the  intestines  of  chickens  oud 
the  young  of  other  birds,  which  have  just  broken  the  shell;  nuroerons  in- 
stances of  which  have  been  recorded  by  Rudolpbi,  Bluroenbach,  aod  others. 
I  see  DO  great  difficulty  in  the  supposition  that  these  ova  are  absorbed  by  the 
lacteals  and  lymphatics,  and  carried  into  the  circulation,  as  tbey  are  known 
to  be  smaller  than  the  particles  of  quicksilver,  and  the  colouring  matter 
of  madder,  dtc.,  which  it  is  well  known  are  constsnilv  taken  up  Bnadeposit- 
ed  in  the  bones  and  other  tissues  of  the  body.  We  nelieve,  then,  that  it  is 
in  the  highest  degree  probable,  if  noi  actually  proved,  that  the  roioute  ova 
are  thus  introduced  into  the  blood,  carried  to  every  part,  and  there  only 
hatched  when  they  meet  with  a  suitable  nidut  or  paimlum,  and  other  cir- 
cumstances are  favourable  to  their  development.'  Thus  are  they  transmitted 
from  parent  to  offspring,  and  thus  do  we  account  for  the  fact  that  each  spe- 
cies of  animal  has  its  own  parasites.  In  this  manner  the  ovum  of  the  Filaria 
was  deposited  in  the  eye  of  the  horse  now  exhibiting  in  this  city,  there 
hatched  into  existence,  and  where  it  may  now  be  seen,  reveling  ii  ' 

ment  whici  "  '    '        -■■■■■ 

nature  and 


li  appears,  so  far  as  we  can  judge,  to  be  highly  congenial  t 
habits." 


MISCELLANEOUS  NOTICES. 

Vermonl  Academy  o/Mtdielne.' — From  the  Circular,  with  which  we  are 
favoared  by  Professor  Bryan,  we  find  that  the  following  gentlemen  compos* 

■ "  A  very  CDriooi  dinaso  of  Die  eye  bss  in  ■  few  instanees  been  obaerrcd.  The 
coaimiMi  syniplonu  of  opfalhalmia  ippesr. — »  injection  ol  the  conjunctiva,  dimneu  of 
tbs  cornM,  weeping  and  iweiliag  of  tbo  come*.  TheM  ite  properly  sltended  to,  but 
lbs  iobmiDatioa  iooreiMS ;  ind  on  very  cIom  eiiminalioD,  a  imatl  uukils  warm,  aboot 
Um  siie  of  a  hair,  and  m  inch  in  lansliii  >■  found  nrimming  in  tha  ujuaoui  bamonr, 
or  that  flaid  which  is  immidisUly  Xchind  the  cornM.  Now  it  ii  at  once  evident 
Ibat  the  only  wij  to  get  rid  of  or  to  destroy  this  worm,  is  to  pactclnre  the  eoniss  snd 
let  it  oat ;  and  this  method  has  been  resorted  to.  Id  iodio  caaes,  hovever,  not  many 
ilaya  pais  before  ■nother  vornii  makes  its  appearance,  and  the  operstion  ia  lo  be  per- 
lormed  a  lecond  lime,  and  the  horae  evcDlually  luaea  that  eyr.  A  veterinary  nugeon, 
M.  Chaigraad,  who  aeema  to  hare  had  moat  oiperjence  about  Ihia,  aaya  that  three  or 
fitar  dayi  before  the  sppearance  of  the  worma,  an«  or  lam  miaale  imtin,  a/'a  rtddM 
aiUr  eotauT,  art  itm  at  tht  beitam  oj  i!-t  aisimar  ehambrr  of  iht  eye.  Re  ilaa  aays 
Ibat  the  diaease  appear*  abont  June,  and  ii  not  seen  afUr  December,  'llicre  is  no 
dtfficolly  about  theae  aniinalciilea  getlinf  into  the  eye.  for  thera  are  undiapcled  in- 
rtsDces  of  their  pnning  threuili  the  amalleat  capillaries,  and  lieing  foand  in  almost 
every  tlaane." — Yovalt  on  Cattle,  p.  393. 

'  Annual  Circular  of  the  Vermonl  Academy  of  Hediciac,  for  tlie  Seaaion  of  Maicli, 
1B41.    Colleton,  Veimonl,  October,  1840.    19mo,  pp.  IS. 
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the  faculty : — Horace  Oreen,  M.  D.,  Profesitor  of  Theorr  and  Pracii««  of 
HcdiciDej  Robert  NeboD,  M.  D.,  Pro ressor  of  General  and  Special  Ana- 
lomf  and  Pbf  sjologjr ;  James  Hadlef ,  M.  D.,  Profewor  of  Chemistry  aod 
Pharmacy;  James  Bryan,  M.  D,,  Professor  of  Surgery  aod  Medical  Juris- 
prudence; Joseph  Perkios,  M.  D.,  Profeasor  of  Materia  Medica  aod  Obsle- 
tiics;  C.  L.  Mitchell,  M.  D.,  Profeisor  of  General  Palhototy;  aod  Egbert 
JaroiesoD,  M.  D.,  Demoastraior  of  Anatomy. 

YaU  College,  Medical  Department.— From  tbe  Annual  Caialt^e  of 
Yale  C«llege,  with  which  Professor  Hooker  has  favoured  us,  we  discover 
that  the  number  of  medical  students  during  the  last  session  was  53. 

Oti  Paullinia,  a  Nevi  Medicinal  Stdutance.  By  Dr.  GavrelU.' — Paul- 
linia  is  an  eiiract  fiom  a  plant  of  the  same  nsme,  origiaHlly  from  Brazil, 
which  extract  is  prepared  by  fhe  Indians,  and  appears  to  possess  a  very 
energetic  siimulaiing  action.  M.  Gavreile  has  presented  a  specimen  to  the 
Society  of  Medicine,  together  with  a  new  alkali,  which  two  chemists  of 
Paris  had  separated  by  analysis.  The  extract  and  alkali  are  very  bitter,  and 
exhibit  great  analogy  with  caffein. 

It  is  probable  that  paullinia,  or  ihe  extract  which  bears  this  name,  is  ex- 
tracted from  several  plaols  of  the  genus  Paullinia,  which  conlaios  tblrly- 
one  species,  and  is  of  the  natural  family  Sapindacee;  and  Octandria,  Tri- 
ginia,  in  the  artificial  Hrrnnzement. 

This  ^enus  has  receiveil  its  name  from  being  dedicated  to  Simoa  Panlli, 
aphysiciap  and  botanist,  mho  was  bom  at  Rostook  in  1603,  aod  died  at 
Copenhagen  in  1780.  This  physician  was  the  author  of  several  works,  and 
more  notably  of  Qjtadripartitum  de  Simpliciwn  Medicamentorum  focu/- 
laiibtu,  1668,  io  4io;  a  work  upon  the  abuse  of  tea,  tobacco,  &e. 

Paullinia  Africana  is  employed  in  Senegambia  to  arrest  heraotrbage, 
by  the  applicalton  of  ihs  powdered  bark  to  the  wounded  parts.  The  bark 
of  Ihe  P.  Atiatica  is  used  ai  Bourbon  as  a  febrifuge;  in  India  tbe  bark,  tbe 
leaves,  and  the  fruit  are  employed  as  a  decoction,  prepared  with  four 
grammes  of  these  substances,  as  a  remedy  for  venereal  complaints,  rheu- 
matism, gout,  and  cutaneous  affections. 

The  seeds  of  P.  eupana  are  used  by  the  Indians  of  Oronoko;  they 
mix  ihem  with  cassava  and  water,  and  leave  Ihem  in  contact.  Wbeu  (he 
liquid  mixture  begins  to  putrefy,  which  is  denoted  by  becoming  of  a  yellow 
colour,  end  Hcquiriog  a  bitter  taste,  they  draw  off  the  clear  portion  and  mix 
it  with  the  water  which  serves  for  their  common  drink. 

P.  Mearicana  possesses,  according  to  Heraandez,  the  properties  of  ssrsa- 
parillB. 

The  seeds  of  P.  pinnata  are  siuplfying;  ttiey  anKwer  in  Brazil  and  the 
Antilles  to  poison  fish.  The  leaves  of  paullinia  are.  according  to  Piiron, 
vulnerary.    The  P.  eerjania  also  furnish  seeds,  which  produce  drunken- 

Finally,  according  to  Martins,  an  extract  is  prepared  from  the  P.  torbilit, 
known  in  Brazil  under  the  name  of  gtiarana,  which  is  a  medicine  composed 
by  the  Indians  of  Para,  and  is  made  up  by  them  in  the  form  of  lozenges, 
weighing  135  to  350  grammes. 

The  colour  of  the  guatana  is  blown,  and  in  the  muss  Is  composed  of 
lumps  which  arc  leas  culuured  interiorly  than  on  the  surface.  This  product 
is  hard,  very  light,  inodorous,  and  of  a  slightly  bitter  taste,  without  any  sen- 
sible asiringency.  Gomez  slates  thai  tbe  guarana  is  efficaciously  used  in 
Brazil  for  dysentery,  and  for  diseases  of  the  urinary  passes  produced  by 

I  From  Americin  Journal  oF  Pharmicy,  October,  1840,  p.  M6. 
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relaxatioD,  four  to  lix  gnmmes  beiog  laken  in  a  glsM  of  water;  according 
to  M'.  Batka,  Ibe  gaaraoa  contains  a  rentable  alkali  called  guaranioe. 

M.  Qavrelle  givei  the  following  details  on  the  paulliniB,  which  he  has 
freqneDlly  used ;  he  states  ihai  it  is  the  product  of  the  P.  torbilit,  fomily 
Sapindaeea,  of  which  the  frait  bears  great  resembltDCe  io  colour  to  the 
cocoa,  iia  odour  ia  aui  generis,  its  taste  bitter,  aoalogous  to  that  of  ihatany. 

It  is  prepared  by  separatiog  ibe  seeds  from  the  capsules,  exposing  them 
to  the  sun,  uoiil  the  imegumenti  will  separate  by  simple  pressuie ;  they  are 
then  reduced  to  a  fine  powder. 

M.  de  Chasleius  has  fouod  io  them  gum,  amidon,  a  biowoish  red  resiooua 
matter,  and  a  crytlallisable  matter,  which  possesses  the  chemical  propertiea 
of  caffein. 

In  Brazil  and  the  oeighbcuriDg  countries  it  is  given  as  a  drink,  mixed 
with  cocoa,  for  dysentery,  and  as  a  tonic.    Siace  it  has  been  brought  to 
France,  M.  Gavtelle  has  employed  it  with  luccess  in  chlorosis,  tedious  con- 
valescence, paralysis,  the  looscoess  of  phthisis,  headache,  &c.,  by  which  it 
may  be  seen  that  its  uae  in  similar  to  that  of  guarana. 
Mode  of  Adminielralion. 
From  Dumerous  eiperimeols  carefully  made,  we  are  led  to  the  coBclosioD 
that  ihe  extract  made  with  diluted  alcohol  is  the  preparation  which  would 
most  exactly  represent  the  properties  of  Ihe  plant, 
i.  Ltxengit  af  PauUinia. 
Hydro-alcoholic  extract,  21  gram.  R  dec. 

Sugar,  scented  with  vanilla,    560    „ 
Make  into  lozenges,  each  containing  6  decigrammes. 
8.  Syrvp. 
Hydro-alcoholic  eiiraci,  10  gram. 

Syrup,  1000    „ 

Fourteen  grammes  may  be  giveo  in  a  day. 
8.  Pilh. 
Hydro-alcoholic  extract,  q.  s. 
To  be  made  into  pills  containing  each  a  decigramme,  with  a  sufficient 
qotDtity  of  powdered  liquoiice. 

On  the  Operation  for  Strabtjimua.  Claimt  of  M.  Juleg  Guerin.  By  M. 
Jule*  Guerin.*— In  a  letter  on  the  treatment  of  siiabismus.  addressed  to  the 
Acadeoiy  of  Scieoees,  S9ib  June,  1840,  M.  Ooerio  says:  "t  bare  the  honour 
to  inform  the  Academy,  thai  I  have  foor  times  practised  with  success  Ihe 
division  of  the  muscles  of  the  eye,  in  cases  of  convergent  strabismus.  I 
shall  brieBy  stale  the  prioeiples  which  have  directed  me  in  Ibis  operation. 
I  bad  long  and  publicly  professed  that  strabismus  was  the  result  of  the  con- 
traction of  the  muscles  of  the  eye;  aod  the  varieties  of  this  deformity  the 
necessary  coasuquence  of  difiereol  degrees  of  coolraclion.  It  is  in  fact  an 
application  of  my  general  theory  of  articular  deformities  in  the  skeleton,  and 
ejivsed  one  of  the  most  eminent  mennhers  of  Ihe  academy  to  designate  stra- 
bismus as  elub-foot  of  the  eye." 

M.  Querin  goes  on  Io  stale,  that  in  his  clinical  lectures  he  fre(|uently  pro- 
posed to  eciend  division  of  the  muscles  to  deviations  of  the  eye,  in  the' same 
manner  ihal  be  had  applied  it  lo  deformities  of  similai  origin,  and  thai 
eigbleen  months  since  he  offered  lo  cure  Dr.  Pinel  Grandchamp  of  strabis- 
mus by  means  of  this  opereiion.  He  proceeds :  "  As  for  ihe  operalioo  ilsetf, 
it  differs  in  some  respects  from  that  of  M.  UieHeobach.  One  of  the  reasons 
which  induced  me  to  pause  before  attempting  his  method,  was  the  fear  of 
indammatjon  oecurring  in  a  wound  exposed  to  the  air  upon  a  delicate  organ, 
and  so  near  the  cerebrum.  These  accidents  I  feel  cerlam  of  avoiding  by  the 
following  method: 
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"  In  place  of  diridisf  Uyer  after  layer,  1  detach  the  portion  of  ocular  coa- 
juDclif  a  which  corara  ihe  miuclea  from  the  sclerotic,  and  raise  it  with  broad- 
nibbed  foicepi  until  the  muscle  is  eiposed.  This  being  divided  with  curted 
scisaors,  I  restore  ibe  detached  portion  of  conjunctiva  to  its  place ;  this,  by 
closing  lh«  wound,  prevents  the  access  of  air,  and  oblaint  all  the  advantages 
of  a  subcutaneous  wound.  Experience  has  confirmed  my  preconceived  no- 
tions of  the  theory ;  in  the  four  operations  I  have  performed,  there  has  been 
no  sigD  of  suppurative  inflammation. 

"  The  retuli  of  these  operations  h^s  been  very  satisfactory;  but  not  so  im- 
mediately advantageous  as  M.  Diefienbach  observed.  In  one  imiance  there 
was  a  complete  and  iosiantaueous  restoration  of  the  oaiural  position  of  the 
eye,  in  the  others  only  an  amelioration.  This  circumstance  appears  to  be 
a  natural  coasequence  of  the  true  origin  of  strabismus.  At  one  time  (be 
deviation  of  sight  is  originally  muscular,  and  the  result  of  spasmodic  con- 
traction in  a  single  rausiHe ;  at  another  lime  the  coairactioo  is  consecatiTe 
or  even  primitive;  but  it  has  simultaneously  affected  many  muacles.." 

On  Ihe  Cure  of  Strabitmua.  By  Dr.  F.  A.  von  Amman.' — [In  Ihe  great 
number  of  the  papers  written  on  this  subject,  it  is  scarcely  l«  be  expected 
Ibat  more  than  two  or  three  remarks  on  eacn  should  be  worth  abstracting. 
In  the  present  article,  by  the  editor  of  the  Monatsschrifi,  tbe  followinc 
passages  are  worthy  the  attention  of  our  readers]  : 

A  principal  point  Is  tbe  deiermlDaiiuo  of  the  indications  for  tbe  operation; 
and  I  think  it  the  more  important,  because  the  whole  history  of  the  afleetioD, 
notwiihslaodlDg  the  works  of  many  excellent  physiologists,  is  extreibeiy  ob- 
scure and  UDcertain.  Nor  could  this  be  oiherwise,  when  ibe  abnormal  posi- 
tion of  the  eye  is  in  different  cases  so  varied,  and  so  often  the  coasequence 
of  diseased  conditions  of  the  brain,  the  abdominal  nervous  system,  and  of 
the  globe  itself.  Here  is  a  wide  range  for  the  production  of  tbe  disease,  in- 
dependently of  the  eases  which  are  produced  oy  diseases  of  the  orbit.  No 
rational  physician  will  expect  to  cure  such  a  strabismus  by  mvotomy ;  and 
the  operation  can  be  applicable  only  when  tbe  malposition  of  the  eye  is  pri- 
marily dependent  on  the  muscle,  i.  e.  when  there  is  a  shortening  of  one  of  tbe 
muscles  of  tbe  eye,  which  holds  tbe  eye  to  one  side  and  limits  its  motions  to- 
wards tbe  other;  but  even  here  moie  than  one  condition  must  be  laid  down. 

But  unfortunately  tbe  necessary  basis  of  the  operation,  pathological  in- 
vesti?Btion,  is  at  present  absolutely  aod  entirety  deficieot;  no  oue  has  yet 
ciearVy  convinced  himself  on  the  dead  body  that  a  shortened  state  of  the 
muscle  exists  in  si^uinting.  The  operation,  however,  may  itself  be  made 
the  means  of  investigating  tbe  natuie  uf  Ibe  disease;  and  here  again,  as  baa 
been  the  case  with  club-foot  aod  wty-neck,  surgery  may  be  made  the  assist- 
ant of  pathology. 

With  regard  to  the  true  otlhopsdics  of  tbe  eye,  i.  e.  its  acquiring  the  ri^ht 
poaitloo  anet  tbe  operation,  this  consists  in  the  couataot  endeavour  aod  active 
exertion  of  Ihe  patient  to  give  his  eye  the  proper  direciion.  A  club-foot  or  a 
wry-neck  would  jusi  as  soon  return  to  its  right  poailioa  after  division  of  the 
tendons  without  assistance  as  a  squinting  eye  will.  A  good  method  of  in- 
snring  success  is  to  lie  up  the  sound  eye ;  the  eye  that  has  been  operated  on 
then  always  moves  lo  the  centre  of  the  orbit,  and  ihe  longer  it  is  kept  ibere 
the  more  likely  it  is  to  remaio.  In  few  cases  will  this  or  some  similar  measure 
be  unnecessary. 

Tbe  author  also  suggests  the  propriety  of  endeavouring  to  make  a  stlbcu- 
taueous,  or  rather  a  subconjunctival  divisisa  ui  tbe  muscle,  which  he  be- 
lieves would  avoid  all  the  inconveniences  lo  which  the  present  method  is 
subject.  He  has  performed  it  on  the  dead  subject  and  on  animals,  and  has 
00  doubt  it  may  be  applied  to  actual  cases  of  strabismus. 

■nd  Br.  and  For.  Med.  Rev^  OcL 
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Art.  1.— MBDICO-CHIRUROICAL  TRANSACTIONS.' 

[W«  adopt  ihe  following  abdraci  of  the  Taloable  paper*  contaiDciI  Id  the 
lati  volaroe  of  the  Hedico-Chirurgical  TnuiMctions  {">i^  'I'*  Ediatrurfh 
Uedical  and  Suif  ieal  Jouroai.— Ed.] 

We  have  much  pleasure  in  giriog  early  atieotioQ  to  the  aoaual  call, 
whicb  we  ate  happ^  to  aee  that  the  respectable  associalioD,  whose  *olume 
i*  BOW  before  us,  cootinues  lo  make  upon  our  services ;  aod  we  shall  con- 
sider the  papers  in  the  order  of  the  subjects  of  which  thejr  treat,  beginning 
wiih  those  on  Pncticat  Medicine  and  Surgery. 

The  first  commuDicaliqa  on  the  former  series  is  eotiiled  Nolice»  of  Hit 
EffecU  of  Lead  upon  the  Syttem;  by  James  Alderson,  M.  A.  and  M.  D,, 
Physician  to  the  Hull  General  iDfirmary.  lo  (ws  cases,  which  esme  under 
the  Boihor's  care,  of  young  women  employed  in  lead-woiks,  of  the  respective 
ages  of  25  and  18,  who  wereafiecied  with  paralysis,  the  one  both  in  the  upper 
and  lower  eitremilicB,  the  other  in  ibe  hands  only,  there  was  the  singular 
SDomaly  of  complete  toss  of  visioo,  which  followed  cloiiely  on  the  parBlytie 
symptoms.  After  the  ioefieetual  use  of  ordinary  remedies,  the  aulbor  was 
successful  in  restoring  vision,  by  tbe  additional  mesBure  of  bandaging  tip 
the  eyes,  day  sod  oight,  for  several  weeks,  so  as  entirely  lo  exclude  light. 
This  plan  he  adopted  from  a  supposed  analogy  with  the  successful  empToy- 
nent  of  splints,  in  cases  of  loss  of  power  of  Ihe  extensors  of  the  wrist  and 

"The  action  of  light,"  he  obserTes,  "is  tbe  proper  stimulus  of  the  retina, 
snd  its  coniioued  action  whilst  tbe  nerrons  expansion  is  paralysed,  is  pre- 
cisely simitar  to  tbe  coniioued  exiensioa  of  the  extensor  muscles  of  tbe  arm 
and  band  ;  as  in  ibis  latter  ease,  relieriog  the  muscles  from  ibeir  coatioued 
extension  by  means  of  splints  has  been  found  to  restore  their  suspended 
power,  so  it  was,  by  analogy,  lo  be  supposed,  that  by  removing  the  stimulus 
of  lignt  aliOKCther  from  the  eye,  tbe  ponee  of  rision  would  probably  ba 
remioed."— P.  B3. 

The  aaihor  offers  some  general  remarks  on  tbe  treatment  of  the  rariotu 
affections  aiisiog  from  the  poison  of  lead  on  the  system  ;  and  gives  the  case 
of  a  family  in  which  that  poison  was  introduced  through  the  inleroal  use 
of  raio  water,  lodged  in  a  lesden  cislem;  which  was  found  lo  have  vsrving 
qnantities  of  lead  in  it,  according  as  it  had  been  recently  disturbed,  or  long 
quiescent.  Tbe  water,  we  are  informed,  was  always  filtered  before  ase; 
bnt  in  Ihis   state  it  was  sweetish,   and   afforded   diiiinct  evidence  of  the 

■  FoWisbed  by  the  Royil  Medical  and  Cbirnrginl  Sooisly  of  London.  VdaoM  SsU. 
Ubig  the  4th  volome  of  the  9d  serisa.    8vs.    Loodm,  183S. 

r,o„,,-,,ih,.GoO(^lc 


preseti 
nltrati' 


24Z  American  Medical  Intelligencer. 

-jeoee  of  l«ad.  By  otb«T  ezperimeiitc.  kowerer,  it  is  to  be  iitferred,  thai 
..tratian  will  deprive  mter  of  nnrtf  all  loe  lead  coDtained  in  it,  and  ezhtbil 
ib&t  aubst&Dca  leparaleljr  in  tbe  filter. ' 

The  aathor  Eeems  to  aa  to  underrate  very  mucfa  the  importance  of  opiam  Id 
colica  iivcfonuffi,  and  to  carr;  his  analogical  reasoning  rather  loo  far,  when 
be  attribatea  that  severe  eoroplaiot  (o  paralysis  of  portion*  of  tbe  inieaiine. 
If  tbe  paralyais  which  is  foDod  to  b«  produced  in  some  patiicular  tnusclec 
of  tbe  body,  by  tbe  poit on  of  lead,  were  alwaya,  or  eren  occuiooally,  attend- 
ed with  terere  pain  in  tbe  pans  affected,  there  might  ibos  be  aoeae  degree 
of  support  afforded  to  the  author's  reasoning,  wbiA  we  would  *nbniit  Ibat 
it  does  aoi  otherwise  posses*. 

The  nest  medical  commonication  contain*  Noticea  of  the  Occurreneea  at 
the  SmaUrvoai  fhtpUai,  London,  during  tke  year  1838;  by  Oeorge  Qn- 
gory,  M.  D.,  Physiciaa  to  the  Small-pox  Hospital.  The  total  number  of 
persons  admitted  with  small-pox  in  some  of  its  forms  was  695,  of  which  187 
died,  or  27  per  cent.,  which  is  aboal  1  in  SIds.  Of  the  oDvaccinatad  there 
died  at  tbe  rate  of  40  per  cent.,  or  1  in  2^,  which  is  in  tbe  same  ratio  as  the 
deaths  from  amall-poi  in  1781.  Of  tbe  vaccinated  8  per  cent,  died,  or  1  in 
12};  and  the  severity  of  the  disease  increased  roeteriBlly  with  age. 

Much  difficulty  occnrred  in  forming  a  correct  coDelusion,  both  io  respect 
to  such  as  had  been  or  had  not  been  previously  vaccicated.  Id  ibe  Ibrmer 
cases,  the  cicatrix  was  the  chief  guide ;  bai  it  was  not  always  a  sure  one  ] 
while  the  highly  modified  character  of  the  disease  in  many  of  ihe  latter 
afforded  strong  presumption  of  occasional  prior  vaccination;  The  principal 
results  are  given  in  a  tabular  form. 

The  next  communication  gives  a  Statulical  Account  of  dotirra  in  the 
Seamen't  Hotmlai  in  IS3&;  by  Geoige  Budd,  M.  B.,  F.  R.  S.,  Physician 
to  tbe  Seamen's  Hos|)iia1.  In  our  account  of  the  21st  volume  of  Ihe  Medico- 
Cbirurgical  Transaciiont,  we  had  occasion  to  notice  some  inieresiiiig  bls- 
torie*  Bod  dissections  of  several  cases  uf  cholera,  by  the  author  of  this  com- 
niuDication  and  bis  colleague,  Mr.  Bush,  lu  the  present  paper,  Dr.  Budd 
gives  some  general  deduciioiis  in  reference  lo  the  siaiisiics  of  that  disease, 
of  which  we  shall  give  a  general  abstract. 

With  regard  to  Ibe  mortality  which  oeeurred  at  different  periods  of  this 
epidemic,  the  number  of  admissions  increased  during  the  months  of  June, 
July,  and  August;  and  the  average  mortality  was  93  cases  in  i(iO,  which  is 
S5\  per  cent,,  or  1  death  to  1.72  cases.  At  first  ihe  number  of  deaths  was 
double  the  recoveries;  but  towards  tbe  end  of  the  epidemic,  about  half  the 
number  only.    In  the  Echo,  chulera  vessel,  however,  such  disparity  did  not 

Mortality  was  much  influenced  by  age;  beins:  least  in  persons  between 
the  ages  of  15  and  30,  and  greatest  in  those  above  50.  Of  13,  whose  ases 
exceeded  53,  not  one  recovered.  Liability  to  the  complaint  was  least  be- 
tween tbe  ages  of  20  and  30,  but  it  increased  much  wiih  advancing  life,  just 
as  has  been  found  by  M.  Grisolle  to  be  the  case  with  susceptibility  to  the 
poison  of  lead.  Deranged  health  be  likewise  found  to  be  unfavourable  to 
recovery;  for  the  proportional  mortality  was  greater  in  persons  affecied  with 
cholera  who  belonged  to  tbe  hospital  ship,  the  DreadnougbL  than  in  those 
who  were  previousty  healthy.  Much  diversily  occurred  in  the  proportional 
difiusion  of  tbe  disease  in  different  epidemics ;  and  io  the  Donor,  which  was 
filled  up  precisely  as  a  cholera  ship,  not  one  of  the  medical  gentlemen  or 
nurses  took  the  complaiol;  though  one  of  the  former  end  three  of  ibe  latter 
lived  on  hoard,  and  many  examinations  were  continually  conducted  there, 
and  io  very  ill  ventilated  cabins.  The  author,  indeed,  slates  the  very  satis- 
factory fact,  ihal  noi  a  single  death  occurred  among  the  medical  officers  of 
tbe  Dreadnought,  or  of  the  cholera  hospitals  connected  with  it,  during  Ihe 
whole  existence  of  that  disease  in  London. 
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The  last  of  the  medical  papers  coDrains  Catet  of  MeailtM,  occurring 
qfUner  than  once  in  the  eame  tndividualt;  by  Jobo  Webster,  M.  D.,  Goa-~ 
salting  Physician  to  the  St.  George's  and  St.  James's  Ditpeoaary.  In  tha 
first  of  these  cases,  the  author  attended  ihe  patieai  in  a  regular  attack  of 
measles  when  2  years  ojd,  and  again  about  (wo  years  aAernards.  In  the 
second  the  patient,  a  young  lidy  of  15,  had  measles  lesalarly  under  ihe 
author's  care,  but  was  reported,  on  evidence  which  he  had  not  Ihe  smallest 
re&ion  to  doubt,  to  have  had  the  disease  twice  befoTe;  the  first  time  at  Ma- 
dtas  when  four  years  of  age,  and  the  second  at  Bloie  six  years  afterwards. 

Another  instance  of  a  limilai  kind  is  mentioned  by  the  author  on  the 
authority  of  Dr.  Forbes,  of  Argyll  llreet. 

The  first  of  the  surgical  papers  is  a  Ca»e  of  Malignant  DUeaae,  occupy- 
ing one  half  of  Ihe  Tongue,  in  which  a  Ligature  wat  applied  from  beneath 
Ihe  JaiD!  by  JameB  M.  Arooll,  Surgeon  to  the  Middlesex  Hospital.  The 
subject  of  (his  very  crediiible  operatioo  (which  was  suggested  by  one  per- 
rormed  by  M.  Jules  Cloquel  and  M.  Mirault  respectively,  in  two  cases  of 
cancer  of  the  tongue,)  nas  a  young  woman  of  15,  who  had  a  tumour  about 
the  size  of  a  pallet's  egg.  of  a  purple  hue,  which  occupied  ibe  right  half  of 
the  tongue,  eitendiog  from  nearly  half  an  inch  of  (he  apex  to  ihe  itthmui 
faiicium;  and  reducing,  by  compression,  to  a  narrow  slip  the  widlh  of  Ibe 
left  or  sound  half  of  the  organ.  It  began  at  about  nine  years  previously,  in 
a  blue  swelling,  about  (be  size  of  the  tip  of  the  finger,  which  remained  sta- 
tionary (ill  the  last  sii  weeks,  when  i(  rapidly  increased  during  the  use  of 
pills,  which  she  took  for  fits  with  which  she  bad  been  attacked,  but  which 
produced  no  affection  of  the  mouth.  It  measured  two  inches  and  a  half  in 
length,  one  inch  and  a  quarter  in  breadth,  and  one  inch  and  a  half  in  (hiek- 
ness  ;  was  covered  posteriorly  by  warly  excrescences  ;  and  when  drawn 
forcibly  (o  the  left  side,  allowed  (he  boundaries  Cu  be  traced  by  the  finger 
onder  ihe  arch  of  the  palale,  where  sound  structure  could  be  fell  beyond  it. 

The  operation  was  performed  on  the  6ih  of  June,  1838,  in  the  following 
way:  "The  patient  being  seated,  the  head  slightly  cxti^ndeil,  and  the  o* 
kyoidea  felt,  an  incision  was  made  from  over  il  upwards  and  forwards,  an 
inch  and  a  half  in  length  in  the  mesial  line,  through  the  shin,  cellular  sub- 
stance, and  raphe,  of  tne  mylohyoid  muscles.  With  the  edge  of  tbe  knife, 
but  chiefly  by  its  handle,  way  was  made  for  (be  finger  between  (he  two 
genio-hyoid  and  the  two  genio-glosti  muscles.  A  tenaculum  was  next 
passed  through  the  apex  of  tbe  tongue,  by  means  of  which  it  was  drawn 
out  of  the  mouth,  ana  held  so  during  the  aubsequent  pan  of  the  operation 
by  Mi.  Mayo,  (Mr.  Tuson,  Dr.  Warren  of  Boston,  U.  S.,  and  Mr.  B.  Phil- 
lips, being  likewise  presenl.)  Into  the  wound  iu  the  neck  a  sirooff  needle 
with  an  eye  at  the  point  io  a  fixed  handle,  was  now  conducted,  and  passed 
through  the  basis  of  (he  tongue  into  (be  pharynx,  a  li((le  to  the  left  of  tbe 
mesial  line:  the  loop  of  ligature  which  il  carried  was  then,  by  means  of  a 
blnot  hook,  drawn  forwards  out  of  the  niouih,  and  the  needle  withdrawn 
from  the  wound  over  one  of  tbe  ends.  Tbe  loop  being  cut,  two  ligatures 
were  ohlainedj  oue  of  these  was  placed  along  Ihe  upper  surface  of  the 
tongue,  so  as  to  bound  the  disease  on  its  left  side,  and  carried  through  (he 
apex  of  (he  (ongue  from  above  downwards  by  means  of  a  large  curved 
needle,  through  which  the  oral  end  of  tbe  otlier  ligature  was  now  also 

SBSsed.  Fixed  in  a  porte-aiguille,  this  needle  was  next  carried  through  ihe 
oor  of  the  mouth  immediately  behind  the  last  molar  tooth,  on  the  right 
aide,  directed  at  first,  and  for  the  ereater  part  of  its  course,  perpendicularly 
downwards,  then  inclined  mesialV  and  brought  out  at  Ihe  iucisioo  ia  the 
neck.'  Theie  were  thus  two  ligatures,  the  lour  ends  of  which  hung  out  of 
Ibis  wound ;  one  of  the  loops  was  so  disposed  as  to  encircle  the  right  half 
oi  the  tongue  at  Its  trasis  beyond  the  tumour;  the  other  was  placed  longi- 
indinally  on  the  upper  surface  of  ihe  tongue,  longitudinal  I  y  and  obliquely 
below.    Being  tied,  (and  this  was  dona  as  (ighily  as  possible,)  tbe  diteassd 
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Wmu  mt  ciKumMribcd  poMeritwIy,  laterally,  lod  in  aome  meagure  infe- 
liorljr.  A  third  ligaiore  wa*  d9w  passed  (hrouf h  tb«  fore-part  ot  the  toDgae, 
•o  as  to  isolate  at  this  point  ibe  diseased  rrom  the  healthy  ■traciure.'>--Pp. 
23-95. 

The  operation  was  well  borne ;  sod  the  patient,  Tor  a  fortnight,  bad  food 
and  medicine  conveyed  into  the  stomach  solely  through  an  elasiic  gam 
catheter,  introduced  into  the  (esophagus  along  the  left  side  of  the  moath. 
The  iiraD^laiioD  of  the  diseased  part  not  beiog  completely  eflecied  hy  the 
Ugalgres,  it  was  found  necessary,  on  the  fiftb  day  after  the  operation,  to 
eadeaTour  to  tighten  them,  by  carrying  a  canula  over  them.  The  plan,  how- 
ever, did  not  answer;  bat  on  the  twelfth  dav,  the  author  succeeded  in  his 
object,  bv  means  of  a  loop  of  silver  wire,  wQich  effected  the  death  of  the 
pan,  and  produced  se[wnition  on  the  fifib  day  from  its  employment.  The 
process  of  cicatrisation  went  on  favonrably;  and  on  the  luth  of  July,  the 

Salient  left  the  tkospital.  There  was  no  appearance  of  a  recurrence  of  the 
Lsease  after  a  lapse  of  sixteen  months ;  and  a  stranger  would  not  discover, 
by  her  speech,  that  she  had  lost  so  large  a  portion  ofihe  tongue.  He  would 
merely  remari  thai  sbe  lisped. 

The  following  eomrauDications  follow  in  the  sargiea)  division : 
Coae  of  Fraclure  of  the  Coracoid  Proceta  of  the  Sctaiula,  teith  Partial 
DUhcaiion  oftKe  Bumenu  forvarda,  and  Fracture  of  the  Acromion  Pro- 
cet  of  the  Scapula ;  by  John  F.  South,  Esq.,  Asaisiont  Surgeon  to  St. 
Thomas's  Hospital.  The  title  of  this  paper  sumciently  describes  the  nature 
of  the  injury,  which  was  satisfactorily  made  out  by  examination  after  death'. 
A  notice  is  appended  ofa  fractured  coracoid  process,  which  came  uoder  the 
notice  of  Mr.  Aroott,  at  the  Middlesex  Hospital. 

Caae  of  Anettrimal  T^mumr  in  the  Orbit,  cured  by  tying  the  Cornwall 
Carotid  Artery;  by  George  Busk,  Surgeon  to  the  Seamen's  Hospital, 
Dreadnought,  This  wao  the  case  of  a  Beaman  of  20  years  of  age,  who,  by 
a  severe  blow  on  the  head,  became  for  some  time  insensible ;liad  hemor- 
rhage from  the  right  ear,  end  deafness  in  that  organ;  swelling  in  the  eye- 
lids and  integuments  of  the  left  eye,  with  fixed  dilaiaiioa  of  its  pupil ;  in- 
capacity to  move  its  globe:  and  slight  paralysis  and  feeling  of  numbness  on 
the  left  side  of  the  Jiice.  Purulent  discharge  look  place  on  the  right  ear, 
which  eoDtinued  some  lime;  and  soon  afterwards  pain  in  the  left  eye,  and 
deposit  of  purulent  matter  between  the  lamina  of  the  cornea,  which  was 
discharged  ny  ulceration.  In  about  four  months  from  his  accident,  be  had 
small-pox;  aadoo  his  recovery,  aod  return  from  the  Smell-pox  Hospital, 
(to  which  he  had  been  sent,!  the  eye  was  found  to  be  prominent,  and  to 
have  a  large  and  irritable  ulcer  on  the  cornea.  The  dealoess  continued, 
with  tinnitu*  auHttm,  and  the  paralytic  affections  of  the  globe  of  the  left  eye 
and  muscle  of  the  face  remained  unabated. 

Some  improvement  took  place,  after  some  weeksj  in  ihe  ulceration  of  the 
cornea  and  general  health ;  but  a  distinct  pulsation  was  then  discovered  in 
the  globe  oT  the  eye,  which  was  found  to  proceed  from  a  firm  pulsating 
tumour,  in  the  upper  and  inner  part  of  the  orbit,  within  the  superciliary 
ridge.  The  eye  was  hot  and  uneasy,  and  the  paiieot  was  much  irouhled 
with  loud  noises  in  the  head,  bui  on  pain.  Pressure  ou  the  left  common 
carotid  put  a  stop  to  the  pulsation  and  noises;  and  hence  the  author  inferred 
Ihe  exiatenee  ofa  common  cause,  and  this  most  likely  an  aneurism  of  some 
vessels  within  oi  close  upon  the  orhiL  An  operation  was  determined  upon, 
and  the  common  carotid  was  accordingly  tied  in  the  usual  place  and  manner. 
The  patient  went  on  favourably;  and  in  about  two  months  was  discharged 
cured.  The  ulcer  of  the  cornea  was  healed,  and  the  noise  in  Ihe  bead 
ceased  ;  but  the  paralysis  of  the  eye  and  face  coutinued ;  aod  the  deafness 
was  very  singularly  transferred  from  the  right  to  the  led  ear. 

The  author  is  disponed  to  consider  the  aSection  now  mentioned  as  arising 
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from  true  anearUmi  ratlMr  dun  KBcurinn  hj  nMaiomomi  kod  )m  gitei  a 
■imilar  case,  which  occnried  to  Mr.  Scolt  at  the  LondoD  HMpital,  is  whiek 
protrusioD  of  the  rigbt  eye  took  \i\acK  afier  a  full  inlo  a  ibip*!  Iiold.  Durini 
lh«  patient's  treaioieiit,  the  promiaeace  iocf eased,  pulwtioi)  becaoae aridcnl ; 
and  on  the  accidental  occurrence  of  profuse  arterfat  hemorrhage  frtMa  th* 
DOse,  which  was  foand  to  be  oommanded  by  ptmitireDD  the  eonraoa  canuid 
artery,  that  vessel  was  immediately  secured.  The  protrauoD  of  tke  globcj 
bf  thia  means,  "directly  receded  in  a  great  degree,  aad  it*  pnuniDenec  after- 
wards gradually  dimtaished." 

Slatittical  NoticeM  of  Om  Hmtdrtd  and  Tttentv  Ca»et  of  Careittcma 
Uteri,  vUk  Bemarka;  hj  J.  C.  W.  Lever,  Esq.  The  principal  dednctiaBa 
made  by  the  aaihor  in  respeei  to  thia  fonnadable  diaetse  are  ibe  followiiw: 
hat  we  are  not  informed  as  to  the  locality  in  which  the  cases  occnrred.  The 
period  of  life  inoti  obnoxious  to  carcinoma  uteri  was  from  the  Ibriieth  t* 
the  fiftieth  year.  Of  the  persons  afected  5  per  cent,  only  were  of  anmarriarf 
women,  aud  7  per  cent,  of  widows  (who,  we  presnme,  had  early  became  soji, 
while  86  per  cent,  were  of  married  woman:  thus  refuting  ibe  ides  ibat  celi- 
bacy favours  the  development  of  the  complaiDt ;  34  pet  cent,  were  married 
between  the  ages  of  15  and  30 ;  36  per  cent,  between  the  ages  of  30  end  36 } 
30  per  cent,  between  the  ages  of  25  and  30 ;  and  1^  pet  eent  only  oecarred 
between  that  period  and  iH;  fractioas  in  alt  cases  neing  put  aside.  Ten 
barren  women,  or  about  8  per  cent.,  oeearied  out  of  113  who  were  marriedi 
and  an  average  offspring  ol  about  5|  each  To  the  103  bearing  women.  The 
abortions  were  SI  each  oa  an  average  among  40  who  had  miscarried ;  or 
oear  17  pet  cent,  of  The  whole  of  the  conceptioas  among  the  103  child-bearing 
women — 30  per  cent,  of  the  affected  were  of  fair,  79  of  dark  complexions. 

Only  20  per  cent,  were  of  persona  whose  uterine  health  was  good  in  early 
life.  In  15  per  cent,  the  patients  suffered  from  amenorrhcEa ;  ia  54  per  eent, 
tra»  dry  amenorrbcea ;  and  in  2)  only  from  otber  uteriae  diseases. 

Death  occurred  in  107  eases;  tbe  average  dotation  of  the  complaint  being 
SO)  moDtbs ;  and  tbe  great  majority  being  between  the  bounds  of  19  and  23 
months.  The  register  of  the  obstetric  oDt-peiieDts  of  Qny'e  Hoeprtal,  we 
are  infonned  by  the  author,  exhibit  ihe  proportiun  of  1  in  7,  or  neatly  13  per 
eent.  of  eases  of  carcinoma  uteri  to  other  nteriae  disease. 

His  remedial  views  on  the  sabject  the  author  will  give  on  some  fuUini 


Remark*  on  Ihe  Acute  Form  of  Anatarcoue  TVmoar  of  the  Scrotum;  by 
R.  Liston,  Esq.,  Surgeon  to  the  North  London  Hospital,  dbc.  In  the  diffuse 
watery  tamMur  of  the  scrotum,  which  is  a  frequent  attendant  on  general 
diopsy,  Mr.  Pott  points  out  tbe  danger  of  unloading  tbe  cellular  texture  by 
free  incisions,  and  advises  the  employment  of  punctures  only.  In  a  claaa 
of  cases  which  bave  come  under  the  author's  notice,  of  rapid  dislentiop  of 
the  aerolum,  with  serosiiy,  he  found  thai  the  complsint  wae  only  to  be 
arrested  by  early  and  free  it   '" 


"  This  distention  is  or  is  not  attended  by  redness  or  erythema  of  tbe  snr- 
bce;  but  there  is  reason  to  think,  from  tbe  suddenness  of  the  accession,  and 
from  the  appearances  on  exposing  the  cellular  tissue,  that  there  is  no  actual 
inflammation  of  its  tenure ;  there  being  no  induration,  nor  any  appearance 
of  lymph  or  purifonn  fluid  in  tbe  areolse. 

"  The  affection  has  generally  supervened  upon  abscess  or  ulcer,  perhaps 
trifline,  in  the  perinnum  or  grain,  lis  aecesaioa  ha*  been  sudden,  the 
swelling  and  lertsion  becoming  very  great  and  alarming,  even  within  a  few 
hours.  The  most  dependent  part,  generally  the  posterior,  will  be  found  at 
a  very  early  peiiod  to  preieni  one  or  more  deeply-seated  ash  or  tawsy- 
eoloured  spots;  these  extend;  the  integument  is  speedily  involved;  and, 
unless  active  measures  be  adopted,  the  entire  coverings  and  invasimeBU  of 
the  lealiales  will  ba  deairoyed,  and  tb«*e  organs  exposed."— Pp.  SW-W. 
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Remarkable  Case  of  Dry  Gangrene  occurring  in  a  Child  three  yeart 
andtevenmonthtoldj  by  Bamuel  Solly,  F.R.iS.,  Lecturer  on  ADaiooiT  and 
Phyiiolo^,  aad  Lecturer  on  ComparaciTe  Anatomy  at  St.  Thomait'i  MoMpi' 
tal.  This  iuteiestiog  case  was  of  a  bey  three  jreari  old,  whose  feet  became 
of  a  blackish  purple  colour,  and  soon  exhibited  sloughs,  which  exleadedover 
ibe  left  foot,  and  produced  au  amptitatioo  of  it  In  aEout  foar  months. 

Three  mooihs  from  the  first  attack,  the  upper  eitremiiies  became  affected, 
■od  when  Mr.  Soil;  saw  the  child  two  mouths  afietwardii,  the  following 
were  the  phenomena  observed : 

"  His  right  fore-arm  was  gooe,  having  been  paiiially  amputated  by  nature 
ai  the  elbow-joint  by  the  disarticulation  of  the  radius,  though  tbe  ulna  hmd 
been  divided  lower  down,  opposite  a  point  which  might  be  seen  in  the  <le- 
'  Inched  radiua,  as  at  that  place  the  hone  was  thinner,  a  portion  of  its  surface 
having  been  removed  by  absorption,  where  the  line  of  separation  had  first 
commeaced.  The  slougb  had  eiteniled  above  the  elbow-joint,  where  naluie 
appeared  to  be  raaking  a  second  attempt  at  amputation,  from  the  distinct 
though  comparatively  pale  line  of  ulceration  between  the  living  sod  dead 
portions  of  the  limb. 

"The  whole  of  the  left  fore-arm,  and  about  half  tbe  upper  arm,  was  in  ■ 
ataie  of  dry  gangrene;  but  there  was  a  distinct  line  of  separetion  in  the 
upper  arm. 

"The  foot  of  the  \eli  leg  wus  completely  removed  just  above  the  ankle- 
joint,  between  the  epiphysis  and  the  abaft  of  the  tibia  and  fibula,  leaving  the 
extremities  of  tbe  bone  exposed,  the  soil  parts  presenting  a  surface  hetUthjr 
■od  cianulating  in  one  part,  but  sloughy  in  another. 

"  On  the  right  foot  tbe  phalaoges  of  the  second  and  third  toes  had  been 
removed  by  the  same  tinsparing  band,  tbe  stumps  having  b  healthy  cieetrii; 
but  on  the  calf  and  knee  of  the  leg  there  were  livid  spots.  Such  was  the 
extraordinary  appearance  of  this  pool  little  child  the  first  time  I  saw  it.   Tbe 


pulse  in  the  carotids  was  140,  feeble,  easily  arrested,  but  distinct  to  the  eve. 

'""'  ''-  ^f  the  heart  more  feehje  than  natural,  but  unaccompanien  by 
r  irregular  sound.  The  mother  observed  that,  when  every 
thing  was  quiet  at  night,  it  souoded  as  loud  as  the  ticking  ofa  watch. 

"The  intellects  were  perfect,  and  the  child,  on  the  whole,  wonderfully 

Siiet  and  tranquil,  but  complains  much  of  feeling  cold  unless  close  to  the 
e."— Pp.  256-257. 

The  process  of  healing  went  on  under  proper  support,  and  when  Mr.  Solly 
saw  the  child  again,  about  three  mooths  after  his  first  visit,  be  found  that 
"■atnre,  uoassisled  by  the  surgeon,  had  amputated  the  three  eiiremitiea, 
and  formed  stumps  which  might  shame  many  formed  by  the  operator's 
knife.  The  stump  of  the  tight  arm  was  as  perlect  as  could  be  desired ;  the 
bone  in  the  left  projected  slightly,  but  was  in  the  course  of  lerooval  by  ab- 
sorption. The  sltimp  of  the  left  leg  was  nearly  healed,  with  a  very  slighi 
^nulating  projection  opposite  tbe  bone.  Tbe  child's  health  was  much 
improved,  hi*  spirits  good,  and  he  was  freer  from  paio.'i— P.  865. 

A  drawing  is  given  of  the  appearances  of  the  limbs  at  Mr.  Solly's  two 
visits;  and  he  considers  the  piogress  of  tbe  disease  to  have  been  identical 
with  what  is  usually  observed  in  senile  gangrene. 

On  the  Structure,  Pkytiologu,  and  Pathology  of  the  Pertiatent  Capatdar 
InveitiKfnU  and  Pulp  of  the  Tooth;  by  AleiaoiJer  Nasmylb,  M.  K.  C.  8. 
In  this  paper,  which  is  piincipally  of  a  physiological  character,  the  author'i 
attention  is  directed  to  the  ihird  or  eruptive  stage  of  dentition;  the  two  first 
stages,  tbe  follicular  and  saccular,  having  been  sufficiently  treated  of  by 
dinerent  physiologists  previously. 

Tbe  eothor  is  disposed  to  consider  Curier  in  error, -when  be  lepreaeBti 
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ih*  ODUing  of  a  lootk  u  i  proecM  of  ditraplMMi  ioMeul  of  abcoiption ;  ami 
b»  WIS  1m  to  regard  the  commoD  opinion  u  ill  foanded,  wkere  ilie  enamel 
vas  ihoughi  lo  posMss,  after  ptoinwkMi,  bo  external  ooferii>g  whatSTef. 
The  coDBideraiion  of  tko  existence  of  crtuta  pelrota  on  the  enamel  of  the 
leeth  of  (ome  animal*,,  aa  a  denae  protecting  inrettment,  led  bim  to  doubt 
whether  there  night  cot  be  Bomething  of  analt^r  in  thoae  caae*  when  the 
enamel  appeared  eatirelf  bare. 

Some  yean  ago,  afler  subjeciiag  ihe  human  teeth  to  the  action  of  acid, 
be  obMrred  detached  poniooi  of  merabrane  floating  on  the  auiface  of  (be 
■olntion,  which  were  fonnd  to  be  eiceediDglf  dHiciie,  easily  Mparahlej  and 
eoDtionous  into  the  chamber  of  the  tooih,  with  ilie  strucinre  cOTering  the 
faojC-  He  tucceeded  in  iracioz  ibis  as  a  disiiact  cohI  or  capiult,  from  the 
iangs,  orer  the  whole  etowa  of  the  tooth ;  and  has  given  it  the  nama  of  the 
pertiitetU  dental  capiuU.  Though  this  menibracc  is  sood  torn  by  aitrilion, 
yel  it  is  at  any  lime  capable  ofbeiog  readily  detected  in  shreda  after  the 
maceration  of  a  tooih  in  mnriatic  acid,  diluted  to  one  tighih  of  its  original 
airength.  It  then  bears  the  appearance  of  the  capsule  of  an  uaobtraded 
tooth,  being  Gbroos  eilernally,  and  reticular  mternally;  its  earthy  depoail 
(supposing  any  existed  in  ii,  which,  froca  a  subsequent  passage,  seems 
doubtful,)  baring  been  entirely  removed.  The  agthor's  general  conclusion 
oa  the  snbjeel,  therefoie,  is,  that  the  eaaroel  and  body  of  homan,  and  all 
other  leeth,  simple  as  well  as  compound,  is  covered  by  a  distinct  eapsnlai 
ioveitinent,  and  that  this  is  convened  in  some  animkls,  as  ihe  Ruminantia, 
into  eementum  or  crua'a  pelrota,  by  the  deposit  of  earthy  matter  in  its  sob- 
stance.  The  only  writer  who  is  known  to  the  author  as  having  approacbed 
to  a  correct  knowledge  of  this  cortical  substance  is  Fraenkel,  who,  in  an 
iiiaugural  dissertation,  published  in  1835,  states,  that  he  bad  observed  a  con- 
tinuatioD  of  a  thickenea  cortical  substance  from  the  body  of  ibe  tooth  to  the 
cnamet,  in  a  small  portion  of  which  a  single  layer  could  be  readily  removed. 

Tbe  author  has  likewise  satisfied  himself  of  the  existence  of  a  distinct 
layer  of  substance,  externally  to  the  crutta  pelroaa,  when  that  is  consider- 
able, which  varies  in  thickness  with  tbe  tbiciae^s  of  the  petrous  ciust,  and 
may,  he  thinks,  be  possibly  a  cartilage  of  it. 

Tbe  capsular  investment  on  the  fangs  of  the  teelh,  which  forms  the 
second  section  of  his  subject,  ia  covered  with  a  thin  crust  in  those  animals 
which  have  a  crutla  pelroia;  but  in  man,  the  osseo-membranoni  covering 
is  much  thicket  rouna  the  fane  than  round  the  enamel,  and  increases  in  size 
with  tbe  age  of  the  individual.  The  capsular  investment  he  considers  as 
the  principal  agent  io  producing  absorption  of  the  fangs  of  the  deciduous 
teeth,  on  the  application  of  adequate  pressure  from  the  ascending  permanent 
ones;  when  that  pressure  does  nut  take  effect,  the  deciduous  teeth  remain 
firm,  without  limit  lo  their  perBisience ;  but  when  from  disease  of  the  fangs, 
and  consequent  affection  of  their  investing  raembiane,  absorplioa  does  not 
take  place,  the  fangs  of  tbe  temporary  leeth  only  parually  disappear,  while 
a  part  of  them  remains  wedged  between  their  permaoeni  succes:iors,  so  as 
to  render  ditengafjement  very  difficult,  Cuvier  and  Rousseau  are  quoted  by 
the  author,  as  being  of  opinion  that  pressure  produces  destruction  of  the 
temporary  teeth,  by  removal  of  their  nutriment ;  while,  on  the  other  hand, 
it  is  only  by  exciting  the  action  of  the  contiguous  membrane,  wbicb,  io  aome 
circumstances,  may  even  produce  absorption  of  tbe  fanga  of  the  permanent 
teetb,  though  in  a  less  perfect  manner,  that  ibis  process  is  accomplished.  It 
sometimes  happens  that  tbe  investing  membrane  assumes  a  moibid  action, 
and  throws  out  an  enlaced  growth  of  eementum,  or  exostosis.  This  die- 
IKwition  may  be  induced  by  exposure  to  the  atmosphere;  b^  partial  destruc- 
tion of  tbe  membrane ;  by  tbe  irregular  pressure  of  antagonist  teeth,  or  want 
of  pressure  from  their  absence. 

Whether  the  absorption  of  Ibe  alveolar  processes  following  the  exhibitioa 
of  mercury,  or  other  mineral  medicines,  be  the  work  of  the  investing  mem- 
braiie,  the  author  has  noi  satisfied  himself.     Alveolar  abscess  sometimea 
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take*  ftttt  raddenly,  fiom  ituh  of  rhe  fiBf  mui  dntnietion  of  itf  mev- 
braae,  aid  wheaeTer  diteate  attacks  ihe  Uttar  to  aof  consideiable  extent, 
mraoiion  of  Ibe  tcxith  is  tbe  oaly  haemal  reme^iy. 

The  third  aectioa  of  tbe  auihor'B  subject  is  the  palp  of  the  tooih,  wbicb 
u  a  con  tin  nation  of  the  capsular  merabrece,  and  on  wbicb  depend*  tbe 
ftowtb  of  the  tooth,  or  the  increment  of  solid  matter  of  which  it  may  be 
composed.  When  the  growth  of  the  tooth  ceaseG,  the  primary  fanctioD 
«f  the  palp  is  o*er;  hut  whea  growth  is  ualimited,  Tiialii*  is  preaerred, 
and  the  function  goes  on.  Under  various  circnmstaDces  of  disease,  whellMr 
in  animals  whose  teeth  are  of  limited  or  nnlimited  growth,  the  putp  ofiea 
becomes  osseous,  and  thus  loses  its  origipai  ehataeter.  In  aome  aaimala, 
howerer,  there  is  an  iclerstitial  osseous  deposit,  which  the  aaibor  is  di>- 

Cwd  10  consider  a  foorth  natural  consliluent,  in  addition  to  tbe  ivory,  or 
It  of  the  looib,  the  enamel,  and  the  erutta  petrota. 
The  author  promiaec  to  go  on  with  hit  researches. 

(To  M  OODliBBSd.] 


BT  FLEETWOOD   CBUSCHIIX,    M.  D., 

UMallal*  of  Um  KiagudaaMa'i(MliC>of '^^■■^■d'Ib  Iraliod,  Laaun 
A<~  and  Fhjikisa  to  tka  IIo*rltsl. 

Daring  tbe  past  vear,  from  January  J,  1839,  to  December  31,  1839,  ineln- 
slve,  436  females  hate  been  attended;  of  these  111  were  delirered  in  the 
bespital,  and  335  at  their  own  bouses. 

From  this  nurobet  we  mutt  deduct  18  caset  of  abortion,  which  will  leave 
418  cases  of  labour. 

The  number  of  children  bom  amounted  to  4S5,  (354  were  malei,  and  171 
females,)  38  of  which  (26  malea  and  12  femalei,)  were  itill-borm,  or  died 
iamediately  after  birth:  of  these  latter 

10  were  premature. 
5  were  breech  preteotatioiii. 
4  were  footling        do. 
2  were  arm  do. 

In  3  the  funis  prolapsed. 
4  were  crotchet  cases. 
Tbe  ages  of415of  tbe  patientt  were  ascertained  at  accurately  at  potaible: 
42  were  under  20  years  of  age. 
101     between    20  and  25  yeara. 
126    between    25  and  30 
71     between    30  and  3S 
57    between    35  and  40 
18    between    40  and  45. 
The  entire  daialiao  of  labour  was  at  follows  in  309  eatea, 
In  9i  it  was  ander  6  houis.  In  10  it  was  ander  46  hoars. 


The  period  which  elapsed  between  the  commencement  of  labour  and  the 
rapture  of  the  membranes  was  noted  in  328  casec: 

■  £diDb.  Had.  and  Sarg.  Joamal,  1640,  p.  SM. 
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Id  9  caaeg  it  was  under  30 


'  Ib  ibe  same  naiober  of  patienU  iIm  iiil«iT«]  between  the  raptnTe  of  ihe 
Membnnes  and  th«  birth  of  tbe  child  wat  u  rollona : 

la  179  eaaea  it  was  undn  1  boor.  Id  12  cases  it  was  oDder  15 


From  the  bjnk  of  the  child  to  the  expohion  of  the  placeDta,  there  elapsed 
5  miDutea  iD  74  eases. 


From  1  hour  to  2  hours  id 


MS.     Theii  sexes  sod  ]M«seDlatioDS  Were  as 

PranliUaiii.  KmlM. 

I.        2  females.  .  Both  head  presentations.      Both  saved. 

5.  Male  and  female.      Both  haod  do.  1  sared,  1  putrid. 

3.  2  males.  1st  foot,  2d  head  do.                 Do.        do. 

4.  Male  and  female.  Both  head  do.  Both  saved. 

6.  Do.  Do.  do.  1  putrid,  I  sared. 
«.                 Da.  Itt  head,  2d  arm  do.  Both  saved. 

7.  Do.  Both  brad  do.  Do.     do. 

Id  10  caies  hemorrhage  occurred  between  the  birth  of  the  child  aod  the 
eipuIsioD  of  tbe  plscenia,  Id  6  of  which  manual  eTtraclion  was  necessary. 
Five  of  these  patients  recovered,  aod  oDe  died  of  peritoaitii. 

Two  patieois  were  attached  with  coDfuUioDS  after  labour,  ODc  died  in  a 
few  hours,  the  other  lecorered. 

YersioB  was  performed  three  tiroes  ;  twice  in  one  of  the  twin  cases ;  the 
mother  aad  one  child  were  sared,  the  second  child  was  patrid. 

In  tbe  third  ease  both  mother  aod  child  were  sared. 

The  forceps  were  applied  in  oae  ease,  tbe  child  was  pvtrid,  but  the  mother 
reeorered. 

Id  4  caeca  eraaiotomr  was  performed.    All  the  women  reeorered. 

or  the  436  cases  3  died,  or  1  in  145. 

The  following  tables  will  riiow  the  length  of  tbe  first  aod  second  stages 
in  cerlaiD  cases,  with  tbe  results. 

TcD  cases  of  labour  of  tbirty-fire  hours  duration. 

Id  10  ca* 


33  hours, 

sasut*. 
2  hours. 

Hallwr. 

FarourabJe, 

Favourable. 

31 

4 

do. 

do. 

27 

8 

do. 

do. 

S4 

11 

do. 

Still-bom. 
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4  hour*,  Favourable,  Favourable. 

I  do.  UafftTODrable. 

6  do-  Favourable. 


Id  three  cates  offifYjr-five  boon  duratioB. 

In8u«>.  MBUfa,  HoUiar  Cbili. 

In  3  cases,     48  houra,        7  hours.         Favourable,         Favourable. 

1  shall  DOW  give  bd  abridgment  of  the  tDote  importaot  cases  froni  the 
hospital  case-book. 

Cabe  1.  Apoplectic  Gmvultioni. — Ellt;n  M'DoDnell  was  taken  to  labonr 
of  her  Tourih  cbild,  August  2,  and  was  delivered  at  2  ji.  m.  August  3,  after  a 
natural  labour  of  ten  hours.  Mr.  Speedy  was  sent  foi  a  few  hours  after- 
wards, and  on  his  arrival  he  found  iier  in  a  comatose  stale,  with  respiration 
sterlorons,  pupils  iosensible  to  li^hi,  &c.  Active  anti phlogistic  iieatment 
was  promptly  adopted,  but  she  died  during  our  visit  at  1  p.  u.  of  the  same 

Case  3.  Epileptic  Omot^Won*.— Julia  Short,  aged  17,  was  delivered  of 
her  first  child,  November  20,  after  a  natural  labour  of  eleven  hours.  After 
the  expulsion  r>r  the  placenta  she  bad  a  slight  convulsion,  which  lasted  a 
few  mmules,  and  then  ceased.  The  fits  returned  repeatedly  in  the  course 
of  the  da^,  but  her  friends  neglected  to  send  to  the  hospital,  and  we  conse- 
quently did  nol  know  il  until  the  pupil  who  attended  her  paid  his  evening 
visit. 

She  was  immediately  visited  by  Mr.  Speedy  and  myselT.  We  found  her 
iDseosible,  aod  were  iDformed  (hat  the  (its  reluroed  every  half  hour,  aDd 
were  evidently  epileptic.  Her  face  was  flushed,  her  head  hot.  with  a  fre- 
quent and  full  pulse.  She  was  immediately  bled  largely  from  tlie  arm,  and 
a  purgative  bulus  and  enema  ordered.  Mr.  Speedy  visited  her  at  13  o'cIr>ck 
that  nigbl,  and,  ^ndiog  that  tbe  fits  bad  returned  and  the  pulse  still  quick, 
he  untied  the  arm  and  look  away  more  blood. 

November  3),  11  a.  u.  Convulsions  continued  throng  the  ni^hi,  though 
less  frequently;  pulse  quick  and  full.  Veneiectio  adjiii.;  blister  to  iho 
head  and  neck ;  castor  oil  draught.  During  the  day,  the  fita  were  lexs  vio- 
lent and  the  intervals  longer,  but  the  insensibility  continued.  In  the  even- 
ing, she  seemed  occasionally  conscious,  and  she  swallowed  more  easily. 
Tea  ounces  more  blood  were  taken,  with  immediate  benefit ;  fits  diminished 
gregtly  in  violence  and  frequency,  and  soon  ceased  altogether.  Aftet  ibis 
lime  she  recoveied  rapidly. 

Cases  3  and  4.  Vtrgion  Catet. — These  presented  so  few  peculiarities 
(bat  I  shall  not  detail  them.  Ooe  of  the  womeu  had  had  six  childreo  pre- 
viously, five  of  whom  presenied  wilh  the  haad  or  arm,  and  as  this  was  a 
double  arm  preseolBlion,  (she  having  twins,}  il  made  seven  times  thai  she 
bad  undergone  the  operation  of  turning.     She  recovered  quite  well. 

In  the  other  case,  the  child  was  saved  and  the  mother  recovered. 

Case  &.  F\>rei^  Ctue.—lAatj  Dannelly,  aged  40,  was  taken  in  labonr  of 
her  first  child,  April  3.  The  pains  were  iaeSective  for  many  hours,  but 
they  increased  the  next  day,  and  at  13  p.  m.  April  4,  the  water*  broke,  and 
the  bead  descended.  The  pains  continued  during  the  oighi  and  next  day, 
but  did  not  advance  the  latiour.  In  the  aberooon  of  the  5ih  April,  I  found 
ber  pulse  quick,  skin  hot,  tongue  dry,  du;.,  and  it  was  evident  that  there 
would  be  danger  in  delay.  I  therefore  applied  the  forceps,  and  delivered 
her  easily  and  without  injury.   The  child  was  putrid.  She  recovered  well. 

Case  6.  Craniotomy. — Maty  Proudfooi,  aged  40,  of  small  stature,  was 
seized  with  labour,  January  30,  at  11  p.  u.  At  10  a.  m.,  February  1,  Mr. 
Speedy  saw  her;  the  waters  had  been  evacuated,  but  the  o»  uteri  was  thick, 
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rigid,  and  undilated ;  the  head  preBemed,  ind  the  pulse  was  quiet.  Purga- 
lire  medicine*  were  given. 

At  10  P.  u.  she  was  io  much  ihe  same  state,  the  paios  frequeui,  but  not 
Terr  strong.  Tartar  emetic  was  giveo,  with  the  view  or  relaxing  the  cervix 
uteri. 

Feb.  2.  Os  uleri  stilt  rigid  and  uudilaled,  though  the  nai'as  were  frequent 
dnriog  the  night.  Feels  wearied  for  wane  of  steep;  pulse  100  and  strong; 
skin  rather  hoL     Vencfectio  ad  $xvi.  ' 

Feb.  3.  The  pains  improved  in  strength  and  frequeDcy  after  the  bleeding, 
but  they  prevented  sleep,  and  the  patient  fs  consequeatly  much  exhausted. 
The  o»  uteii  is  but  little  dilated,  so  that  Ihe  bead  remains  above  the  brim 
of  the  pelvis.  For  the  purpose  of  procuring  rest,  a  full  opiate  was  now 
given,  which  obtained  two  hours  sleep.  The  pariiB  then  recurred,  and  con- 
tinued during  the  day,  and  she  became  feverish,  with  quick  pulse,  &c.  ^fier 
consultation  with  Dr.  Darby,  although  from  the  candiiioa  of  the  patient  de- 
livery was  very  desirable,  yet,  as  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  accomplish  it 
in  this  stage,  it  was  resolved  Io  wait  until  moraing,  unless  the  unfavourable 
symptoms  should  increase.     The  opiate  was  repealed. 

Feb.  4.  The  condition  of  the  patient  not  improved ;  pulse  130,  with  much 
fever,  and  but  tittle  letaiaiion  of  the  o»  uteri,  though  the  pains  had  wedged 
the  head  (covered  with  the  cervix)  into  the  upper  outlel.  It  was  evident 
liiat  the  opetaiioD  could  not  be  longer  delayed  without  great  risk,  and  there- 
fore Mr.  Speedy  proceeded  at  once  to  perforate  the  head  and  extract  the 
child,  which  was  not  accomplished  without  the  greatest  difficulty.  It  was 
necessary  to  eviscerate  ibe  body  as  well  as  empty  the  cranium.  The  opera- 
tion occupied  three  hours.  The  child  weighed  15  lbs.  The  patient  had 
afterwards  a  slight  attach  of  peritonitis,  which  was  subdued  by  the  usual 
remedies,  sod  she  ultimately  recovered. 

Casg  7.  Craniotomy. — Rose  Benlley,  aged  24,  taken  in  labour,  February 
9th,  at  7  k.  M.  The  waters  were  soon  afterwards  discharged  ;  the  head  was 
found  preseuting,  and  the  pains  were  atroog  and  frequent.  About  3  p.m. 
the  bead  descended  ioio  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis ;  and  at  7  p.  u.  had  made 
no  further  advance,  notwithstauding  very  severe  and  frequent  pains.  Pulse 
80.  bat  intermitting;  neither  headache  uor  fever. 

1  was  sent  for  at  lie.  u.,  and  found  the  patient  in  the  condition  first  de- 
scribed, and,  as  the  general  condition  was  favourable,  I  did  ooi  think  it 
right  to  interfere,  although  the  bend  had  made  no  advance  for  eight  or  ain« 

Feb.  10.  5  A.  U.  We  were  ssmmoDed  to  the  patient  in  consequence  of 
her  condition  having  become  worse.  The  pains  had  continued  strong  for 
some  hours  after  our  lust  visit,  but  latterly  became  weaker;  the  pulse  had 
risen,  and  there  was  much  constitutional  suffering.  The  head  had  not  ad- 
vanced, and  it  was  evident  that  the  natural  powers  were  inadequate  to  the 
delivery. 

1  atiempted  to  use  the  forceps,  but  found  the  head  so  impacted  in  the 
pelvis,  thai  the  blades  of  the  instrument  could  not  be  introduced.  This 
being  the  case,  I  at  once  perforated  the  head  and  extracted  the  child.  The 
woman  recovered  well. 

Case  i.  Craniolomy. — Mrs.  Tully,  aged  20.  Labour  commenced  at  10 
A.  M.,  May  4,  and  the  membranes  gave  way  immediately.  The  pains  con- 
tinued strong  during  the  day  and  in  the  evening ;  the  head  descended  into 
the  pelvin.     The  pains  were  incessant  during  the  nigbt. 

May  Sih,  11  A.  M.  Pulse  100;  patient  complains  of  headache;  skin  hot; 
tome  abdominal  lenderuesa;  no  advance  of  the  fdelal  head.  The  urine  tvas 
drawn  olf,  aod  a  purgative  enema  given. 

A  coDEullation  with  Dr.  Derby  was  held  in  lt>e  evening.  The  labonr  had 
made  no  advance.  The  patient  was  in  a  sute  of  high  excitement,  with 
headache,  quick  poise,  and  much  fever.    It  was  determined  to  deliver  by 
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Case  9.  Craniotomy.— K I iz>  Daraa,  aged  40.  LaboDr  commenced  at  9 
A.  u.,  October  31,  followed  by  rupture  of  the  membranes  and  su»pensiOD  of 
nlerine  coniraciioua. 

Sepleraber  1,  11  *.  M.;  the  pains  returned  strongly  and  frequentlr,  the 
head  preaeDted,  and  the  condition  of  the  paiknt  was  ^ood.  T^e  farad  de- 
scended into  the  pelvb  in  the  afternoon,  and  then  remained  siationary. 

September  2,  1  P.  u.  Very  little  advaace  has  been  made,  and  the  consti- 
tnlioD  is  beginning  tosufler;  the  pulse  is  quick^  the  tongue  dry,  and  the 
patient  restless.  A  coDsultaiiun  was  held,  and  it  was  deemed  safe  to  wait 
a  few  hours  to  give  a  fair  trial  tr  the  natural  puwets. 

In  the  night  her  condition  became  more  uofaTourable,  and  we  were  again 


summoned.  It  was  evident  tbat  delirerv  could  no  longer  be  delayed  with 
aafety.  The  forceps  were  applied,  but  the  bead  culd  not  be  mofed,  and 
therefore  the  bead  «raa  perforated  by  Mr.  Speet*/,  and  the  child  extracted. 


aafety.  The  forceps  were  applied,  but  the  bead  culd  e 
therefore  the  bead  «raa  perforated  by  Mr.  Speet*/,  and  I 
She  was  attacked  with  hysleritii  afterwards,  but  was  relieved  by  the  Dsual 


Case  10.  Puerperal  Perilonit$,fatal.—Marj  Dunne,  aged  36,  admitted 
into  hospital  on  Friday,  April  23.  Her  labour  could  scarcely  be  taid  to  har« 
fairly  commenced.  She  bad  occasional  pains  for  some  days,  for  whiefa 
opium  was  given,  as  they  deprived  bet  of  K»t  wichooc  dilating  the  m  uteri. 
During  this  time  her  mind  was  anxions  and  depreated,  and  her  pulse  rather 
quicker  than  aalural. 

On  Saturday,  April  27,  true  labour-pains  came  on,  and  on  Sunday  morn- 
ing at  fi  o'clock  she  was  delivered  of  a  living  female  infant.  Before  lira 
placenta  was  expelled,  alacming  hemorrhage  came  on,  and  Mr.  Speedy  re- 
moved the  placenta  manually.  The  flooding  was  arrested,  but  not  before 
it  had  blanched  the  paiieai,  and  reduced  her  to  an  almost  lifeless  state.  By 
the  diligent  eihibitian  of  stimulants,  reaction  was  produced,  and  the  patient 
appeared  likely  to  do  well,  until  Monday  evening,  when  she  became  slightly 
delirious,  with  very  quick  pulse,  but  no  abdominal  teaderness.  On  Tuesday 
morning,  these  symptoms  had  subsided,  but  towards  evening  they  returned 
worse  than  before.  The  pulse  was  very  quick ;  (he  respiration  hurried ;  the 
abdomen  swollen  and  tender^  and  the  coualenance  anxious  and  collapsedj 
with  delirium,  &c.  All  the  most  appropriate  remedies  were  tried,  but  with 
no  effect,  and  she  died  on  Wednesday,  at  10  a.  n. 

Pott  mortem  examination  ivienly  A«ur«  qfler  death. — A  quantity  of  serum 
with  flakes  of  lymph  was  found  in  the  peritoneal  sac,  and  a  degree  of  rascu- 
larily  of  the  serous  membrane  itself.  The  uterine  veins  contained  purulent 
matter,  but  the  substance  of  the  utetus  was  healthyj  the  right  ovary  was 
dropsical;  the  other  viscera  were  sound. 

This  poor  woman  had  been  very  anxious  for  some  time  previous  to  labour, 
on  account  of  a  situation  far  which  she  was  a  candidate,  and  this  may  have 
bad  an  unfavouiable  efleci  upon  the  labour. 

The  notes  uf  the  third  fatal  case  have  unfortunately  been  lost. 


.   MOORG  NGUOAH,  1 


Oeorge  Aitenborough  was  admitted  into  the  county  Tipperary  Jail  Hospi- 
tal at  Clonmel,  April  30ih,  1838 ;  a  private  soldier  of  the  19tb  regiment  ol 
fixrt,  aged  21,  with  light  hqjr  and  delicate  complexion,  slender  in  person, 

■  Edinb.  Med.  ind  Sqrf.  JontDsl,  1S40,  p.  ST). 
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(Dd  a  narrow,  coniracted  cheit.  He  complainE  of  ■  diScuUr  of  breaihinf, 
«ritb  some  paio  io  his  cbest,  which  is  noi  increased  on  takiog  a  full  inspira- 
tion. Has  had  cough  without  eipecioration  for  ihe  last  (hree  nioDths,  and 
which  affected  him  principally  on  rising  io  the  moroing,  and  for  some  lime 
afterwards.  There  is  dulness  on  percussion  in  the  inira-clavicutar  regions 
on  boih  sides,  and  the  respirator;  sound  is  somewhat  broDcbial. 

On  admission  a  blister  was  applied  to  the  aternuni,  and  he  waa  ordered  a 
miztuie  contaioing  tartrate  of  antimony  in  solution. 

May  5lb.  Since  last  leport  he  has  continued  in  mend,  and  ihe  pain  of 
cheat  and  difficulty  of  breathing  have  nearly  disappeared.  Ordered  to  use 
iha  tartar  emetic  ointment  night  and  morning,  until  an  eruption  was  pro- 
doced  on  the  chest 

May  7th.  This  morniag  Alienborough  drew  roy  atieolion  lo  a  tumour, 
which  he  said  he  bad  peiceired  for  the  first  time  od  the  previous  evening. 
It  was  situated  at  the  top  of  the  sternum,  filling  up  the  space  between  the 
sierno-clavicular  articulaiioos,  and  about  the  size  of  a  large  walnut.  As  be 
was  of  a  scrofulous  habit  of  body,  and  the  swelling  had  the  appearance  of  a 
Klandular  enlargement,  I  ordered  him  to  take  twenty  drops  of  ibe  lincturt 
of  iodine  three  times  daily,  and  to  rub  a  small  portion  of  Itie  following  oint- 
ment over  the  swelling  night  and  morning: 

ii.  lodinii  grana  duodecim;  HydriodalU  Pot<u*a,  drachmam  unam; 
Adipit  prcepaTala,  tesquiunciam.  M. 

May  ISih.  Since  last  report  the  swelling  has  considerably  increased,  and 
■he  alx  of  the  thyroid  gland  are  very  much  enlarged.  He  complains  that 
the  difficulty  of  breathing  has  again  returned  ;  but  says  that  it  is  not  caused 
by  the  swelling,  and  points  lo  a  spot  over  the  o»  ftyojdw  as  the  place  where 
he  feels  the  obsiructiou  to  exist.  He  also  says  that  he  finds  great  difficulty 
in  swallowing,  particularly  liquids, — Continuentur  medicamenta. 

May  t4ih.  six  o'clock,  a.  h.  I  was  sent  for  lo  see  Aileoborough,  ai  the 
nurse  thougni  that  he  was  dyiug  of  suSbciiion.  On  arriving  at  the  hospital 
I  found  him  sitting  up  in  bed  gaaping  for  breath;  the  veins- of  the  face  and 
neck  swollen,  the  extremities  cold,  and  the  pulsation  of  the  radial  artery  at 
the  wrist  to  be  fell  with  difficulty.  I  immediately  proposed  opening  the 
larynx  ;  hut  he  refused  to  submit  to  any  operalioo,  and  as,  from  the  eiiua- 
lion  of  the  swelling,  I  was  doubtful  as  to  the  relief  which  would  be  obtained, 
I  did  not  peraisl.  A  blister  was  ordered  to  be  applied  to  the  throat,  and  he 
was  directed  to  take  five  grains  of  blue  ptil  every  six  hours. 

Eleven  e.  ».  He  has  passed  the  day  pretty  well  until  about  half  an  hotit 
since,  when  be  was  seized  with  a  return  of  the  paroxysm.  He  jumped  out 
of  bed  and  ran  to  the  window,  crying  out  for  air.  He  inspires  now  with  the 
utmost  difficulty,  and  grasps  bis  throat  with  his  hands.  His  lips  are  livid, 
and  the  circulation  seems  to  have  nearly  ceased  in  the  extremities;  but  he 
still  resolutely  refuses  to  submit  to  any  operation. 

He  was  ordered  lo  have  immediately  a  draught  consisting  of  a  scruple 
of  laudanum,  half  a  drachm  of  sulphuric  ether,  and  half  an  ounce  of  camphor 
mixture;  and  the  same  to  be  repeated  in  the  rour^e  of  four  hoars. 

15th,  10  A.  M.  He  appears  somewhat  better  this  morning,  and  since  taking 
the  second  draught  has  had  some  sleep;  but  the  difficulty  of  inspiration  is 
still  very  great.  The  blister  has  risen  well,  and  theie  is  a  free  discharge 
from  the  surface.  Half  a  drachm  of  the  mercniial  ointment  to  be  rubbed 
into  the  inside  of  the  thighs  night  and  morning.    Pilla  to  be  continued. 

Seven  p.  u.  Breathes  ratber  easier,  but  has  had  a  slight  return  of  ibe 
paroxysm  in  ibe  course  of  the  day.  Complains  of  a  constant  short  cough, 
with  no  expectoration. 

16th,  Spent  a  better  night.  The  gums  are  tender.  Mercurial  inunction 
lo  be  discontinued ;  pills  to  be  lakrn  twice  daily, 

17th.  Passed  a  tolerable  night.  No  return  of  paroxysm;  but  complaina 
of  great  difficulty  of  breathing,  with  a  sense  of  impending  suffocation,  which 
he,  for  the  first  lime  since  hit  illness,  states  to  arise  from  the  pressure  of  the 
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tamour.  Pulse  120,  small  and  feeble;  toD^ae  clean,  moist;  bowels  Treed 
tnice  during  the  oighl ;  blisieted  surface  discbarging  freely,  lodioe  drops 
and  meicunal  pills  to  be  coDtinued. 

18th.  Has  slept  well  duriog  Ibe  oighl;  breathes  much  easier,  although 
the  lumouT  is  still  incteasiDe,  Pulse  lOD,  fuller  ibau  yesterday,  but  still 
weak;  tongue  clean,  moist;  toree  motions  since  last  Tisii;  gums  tender;  no 
discharge  as  yet  from  salivary  glaiids.    Pills  lu  be  taken  three  limes  daily. 

19th.  A  good  night;  breathing  easier;  pulse  98,  as  yesterday;  tongne 
clean,  moist;  bowels  regular;  salirary  glands  a  little  a£fected.  Pills  to  be 
Gonliaued. 

20th.  Has  had  a  return  of  the  difficulty  of  breathing  during  the  night, 
caused,  he  stales,  by  the  pressure  of  the  tumour,  which  is  incieasing  rapidly; 
but  no  feeling  of  fluctuation  can  be  discerned  after  the  most  careUiI  exami- 
DatioQ.  Discharge  from  salivary  glands  has  ceased,  and  be  complains  much 
of  dryness  of  the  mouih  and  fauces;  pulse  108,  small,  feeble;  loogue  I'lean, 
dry,  of  a  bright  red  colour;  bowels  natural ;  mercurial  inunction  (o  be  used 
twice  dally  as  before. 

21st.  Difficulty  of  breathing  much  increased  ;  was  troubled  with  cough 
and  pain  in  (he  side  during  the  night.  Towards  morninij  spit  up  purulent 
matter  streaked  with  blood.     Other  symptoms  as  yesierday. 

|c.  Ilydrargyri lodidi,  grana  Iria ;  E.rliacti  Hyatcyami  seriipiihit  dtum, 
M.  Divide  in  PHulat  duodf^im;  unam  Ur  in  die  aumeiulam.  Brpt- 
latur  infrielio  ungueiiti  Antimonii  Tarlarizali. 

28d.  The  difficulty  of  breathing  has  increased  so  much  since  yesterday, 
(hat  he  has  been  unable  to  procure  any  rest,  and  the  least  motion  causes  a 
feeling  of  sufibcalion.  The  pulse  cannot  be  felt  at  the  wrist,  and  he  appears 
to  he  sinking.  He  suffered  much  from  this  lime  until  18  o'clock  at  night, 
when  he  died,  letaining  bis  senses  until  a  few  momentE  of  his  death. 

Inspection jaurteen  hours  afUr  Jealh. — Ad  incision  was  made  from  ibe  o* 
hyoidet  to  the  Klernura,  and  the  skin  and  superficial  fascix  carefully  dissect- 
ed, 30  as  to  expose  the  turnout,  which  was  apparent  during  life.  It  was 
found  tu  be  deep-aeated,  and  closely  enveloped  by  the  muscles,  which  were 
partly  converted  into  adipose  tissue.  To  expose  it  more  fully,  the  sternum 
and  cartilages  of  the  ribs  were  removed,  A  large  tumour  was  now  seen 
filling  up  the  anterior  mediastinum,  being  firmly  attached,  anteriorly  to  the 
under  surface  of  the  siernum,  from  which  it  was  with  difficulty  dissected, 
posteriorly  to  the  pleura  and  pericardium  ;  which  was  much  thickened,  and 
imbedded  in  the  substance  of  tte  tumour.  Superiorly  the  thyroid  gland  was 
pressed  upwards  by  it,  and  inferiorly  it  had  firm  aiiacbmenis  to  the  dia- 

Ehragm.  It  extended  to  either  side  about  an  inch  beyond  the  union  of  the 
Does  and  caitilages  of  the  ribs. 

The  tumour,  with  the  larynx,  heart,  and  pericardium,  was  now  remored 
from  the  body.  Two  quarts  of  a  Iraosparent  greenish  fluid  were  contained 
in  the  left  side  of  the  cbesl,  and  one  quart  in  the  right.  There  were  no  ad- 
hesions between  the  lungs  and  pleura,  nor  were  there  any  marks  of  infiam- 
mation  present.  The  lungs  and  bronchial  tubes  were  healthy  throughout, 
ejcept  at  the  origin  of  the  left  bronchus,  where  were  two  small  opening! 
communicating  with  glandular  bodies  containing  purulent  and  tubercular 
matter.  The  trachea  was  inflamed  ioternally  where  it  was  pressed  upon 
by  the 'tumour,  and  at  the  origin  of  the  bronchial  tubes  its  diameter  wa> 
considerably  lessened  by  a  tendinous  band  which  surrounded  it  inlerually. 
The  larynx  was  healthy,  nor  was  there  any  appearance  of  its  having  been 
at  any  time  diseased. 

No  fluid  was  found  in  the  cavity  of  the  pericardium ;  but  the  surface  of 
the  heart  was  covered  with  gtanulaiions,  seemingly  as  if  the  process  of 
ulcerative  absorption  had  been  going  on  for  some  time,  in  con  sequence  of 
the  pressure  to  which  it  was  subjected.  On  cuttiujg  into  the  left  ventricle, 
its  parietes  were  found  considerably  reduced  in  thickness,  and  at  the  apex 
the  muscular  fibres  were  coDverted  into  fat;  the  right  v«Dtricle  waa  some- 
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what  thicker,  but  its  cavity,  as  also  the  caTilies  of  boib  auricles,  w«re  much 
smaller  than  oatural.  The  valves  fere  all  bealihy,  but  there  was  a  blush 
of  redness  ia  the  inside  of  the  aorta,  the  calibre  of  which  vessel  was  much 
reduced.  The  lumeut  measared  14  inches  in  leogth,  and  4i  io  breadth,  and 
weighed,  with  the  heart,  ii  pounds. 

The  viscera  of  the  abdomen  were  all  healthy. 


The  consideration  of  the  aympioma  which  were  developed  in  the  ease  of 
AtteaboToQgh,  affords  much  that  is  interesline  and  instructive,  at  well  from 
the  norelty  of  the  disease,  as  the  difficulty  which  vas  experienced  in  form- 


ing a  diagnosis.  The  growth  of  a  lantour  of  any  description  i 
cavity  of  the  eheil  it  of  very  rare  occurrence,  and  there  are  but  few  such 
cases  on  record.  An  account,  then,  of  one  in  which  the  lamour  acquired 
to  grest  a  magnitade,  and  wiifi  ao  lillle  disturbance  to  the  aoimal  economy 
until  a  short  period  before  death,  cannot  fail  lo  be  an  important  addition  to 
the  science  of  pathology,  which  has  latterly  become  so  impoitani  a  branch 
of  medical  knowledge. 

I  i^rat  much  that  I  have  been  unable  to  trace  the  pievious  history  of  this 
case^  hirlher  than  the  account  which  the  patient  himself  irave  me,  that,  pre- 
vious to  his  confinement  in  jail,  he  had  never  been  ai  all  ill,  and  that,  as 
far  as  he  knew,  none  of  his  family  were  ever  affected  with  any  glandular 
disease.  Thai  the  tumour  could  have  been  developed,  and  attained  such  a 
size  from  the  period  of  his  first  complaint,  about  three  months  before  his 
death,  is  not  at  all  consonant  with  what  we  know  of  ihe  growth  of  adipose 
tumours;  for  although  they  attain  a  very  great  migniEude,  they  increase  in 
aize  but  slowly.  How,  then,  are  we  to  bccoubI  for  its  not  giving  rise  earlier 
to  uneasy  sensations,  when  even  in  its  earliest  stages  ii  must  have  pressed 
an  organ  to  essential  to  life  as  those  contained  within  the  chest  1 

The  symptoms  from  the  first  assumed  a  paroxysmal  character,  in  conse- 
quence, 1  suppose,  of  the  txir  vagum  and  sympathetic  nerve  being  involved 
in  the  diseased  mast.  This,  connected  with  hia  own  statement,  that  the 
cause  of  the  sense  of  suffocation  which  he  found  so  distressing,  was  situated 
at  the  commencement  of  the  larynx,  and  a  blush  of  inflammalion,  which 
was  visible  on  examining  the  pharynx,  led  me  to  suppose,  on  the  morning 
of  the  1st  of  May,  that  be  was  labouring  under  an  attack  ofadema  glottidis; 
and  with  this  opinion  Drs.  Bell  and  Scully,  who  saw  the  case  with  me, 
coincided.  He  at  that  time  complained  little  of  the  swelling,  which  was 
situated  over  the  thyroid  gland ;  and  our  belief  that  it  was  merely  an  en- 
largement of  that  body,  gave  us  reason  to  suppose  that,  although  the  opera- 
tion of  tracheotomy  would  be  very  doubtful  in  its  teiminatioo,  it  might  be 
performed  If  necessity  should  compel  us. 

The  slate  of  the  surface  of  the  heart  in  this  case  was  very  remarkable.  In 
the  report  of  the  pott  morltm  examination,  1  have  stated  that  it  seemed  aa 
if  the  process  of  ulcerative  absorption  had  been  going  on  for  some  time;  and 


V  any  other  term  by  which  I  can  so  well  express  the  appear- 
presented;  and  wnat  renders  it  more  worthy  of  observation, 
the  opposed  surface  of  the  peticardium  was  perfectly  smooth  ;  nor  was  there 


any  Quid  contained  in  the  pericardial  cavity. 

The  immediate  ca'ise  of  death  was  tbe  effusion  into  the  pleura,  which 
must  hare  taken  place  very  rapidly,  as,  until  a  few  hours  belore  his  death, 
he  was  able  lo  sit  up  in  bed,  and  lie  equally  well  on  either  side, 

I  cannot  give  any  information  as  to  the  stelhoscopic  indications  for  soma 
time  previous  to  his  death,  as,  in  conset^uence  of  the  tenderness  of  tbe  surface 
of  the  chest,  from  the  repeated  blistering  and  use  of  the  tartar  emetic  oint- 
ment, be  was  unable  to  bear  the  application  of  the  instrument. 
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BIBUOORAPHICAL  NOTICES. 

i$m(A*«  Amtriean  Medical  Almanae.' 
We  drew  ftTounble  ailealioB  to  the  two  first  impreesioDs  of  ihU  nsBfol 
Konual.  That  for  this  year  coataios,  amongst  other  useful  maiten  of  daily 
intCTeBt,  an  accoont  of  the  preseat  condition  of  the  Tariooa  medical  achools 
<rf  the  United  Slatei;  with  brief  essays  on  piactical  subjfcta  that  are  im- 
portant to  all. 

Dr.  Lindsty'g  Intrvducloiy  Lecture.' 
Th«  title  of  Dr.  Lindsly's  lecture  indicates  its  general  objects,  ll  is 
devoted  to  an  examination  of  the  peculiar  features  of  the  profession  in  the 
eoanirles  of  Europe  most  distinguished  for  their  scientific  reas^arcbei,  as 
well  as  in  this  country.  We  might  differ  from  the  respectable  amhor  in 
certain  of  bis  estimates  of  mea  and  things,  but  on  the  whole  approve  of  his 
views,  which  are  eridently  >u(geste4  by  an  ardent  desire  for  the  advance- 
n»Dt  of  his  profession. 


We  are  indebted  to  Dr.  Rockwell — the  super inten dent — for  this  report, 
which,  like  the  reports  from  all  oui  insane  establishments,  contains  inaicV 
that  is  gratifying  to  ihe  philanthiopist  and  the  physieian.  The  inslitn- 
tioo  appears  to  be  in  a  most  wholesome  state.  Would  that  we  had  % 
similar  establishment  in  Pennsylvania !  It  cannot  be  postponed  long,  under 
Ihe  powerful  feelings  of  interest  excited  in  every  chatilable  bosom  towinla. 
the  most  helpless  of  the  human  family,  whose  condition  in  the  abaenc*  of 
such  instiiuiions  is  wretched  in  the  extreme. 


Operation  for  Strabitmua. 

This  novel  operation  has  been  practised  to  a  great  extent  by  several  of 

OUT  surgeons.    Professor  Pancoast  informs  us  that  he  has  performed  it  nine 

times,  and  with  great  success.     It  seems,  indeed,  to  be  admirably  adapted 

for  Ihe  removal  of  a  most  unsightly  deformity. 

'  The  American  Medical  Alminic  for  1841 1  dnifned  for  tbo  diily  UM  of  Pr*e(isiD|t 
FhjMcitni,  Sureseiu,  Studenu,  ind  Apoth«ciriM.  By  J.  V.  C.  Smith,  M.  D..  Editor 
of  the  BntoD  Medical  «nd  Survicil  Journal.  Vol  3,  oanlinusd  aDDnsllv.  34ido,  pp. 
148.    B«lon,  1841.  /  -•  n- 

'  Medical  Science  lud  the  Medical  ProfeMton  io  Europe  and  the  Uoiled  Stale* ,  an 
Inlroductor;  Lecture.  By  Harrey  Liadalr,  M.  D^  Profeaaor  orObttetric  Hedieina  in 
the  Columbia  College,  Not.  1840.    Svo,  pp.  35.    WaataiDston,  1S40. 

'  Pp.  IS.    Hoolpelier,  Vermont,  1840. 
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BY  B.  D.  COHXOS,  U.  V. 

Dnaopolli,  NoTHB».;r  Mtt,  ie«. 

Z>r.  fl.  Dtmgliaon, 

Dear  SiT,~Atlnw  me  ro  add  another  to  the  many  proofs  of  the  efficacy 
of  iha  Hydriodate  of  PolaBta  in  (he  core  of  Rheumatism. 
Youn,  reaped  fully, 

B.  D.  ConHon,  M.  D. 

C.  D.  C — ,  *tei  49.  bft«  for  aeveral  yeara  past  been  complaining  of  slight 
rheumatism  in  the  right  shoulder  and  arm,  but  io  erery  other  respect  is  in 
perfect  health.  Being  of  quite  a  sio^ine  temperameD^  and  fond  of  good 
living,  he  allowed  the  disease  to  run  its  conrs«  oniil  the  Isst  summer,  when 
io  the  moDih  of  May  be  was  (sken  with  siolent  paios  in  both  the  upper  ex- 
iiemilies  and  left  ancle,  with  f^reat  derangemeni  of  his  genera]  health, 
Kcompanied  with  K'cat  nervous  irritability^  so  much  so,  indeed,  as  to  ren- 
der him  almost  a  sleepless  being.  He  applied  for  medical  aid,  and  being  in 
what  is  termed  good  ci  reams  tan  ces,  procured  the  best  the  couativ  could 
aSbrd.  The  whole  list  of  remedies  tommonly  used  in  the  cure  of  ibis  dis- 
ease was  run  down,  and  no  relief  was  obtained.  In  July  I  saw  him  in  con- 
sultation wiih  my  former  preceptor,  who  at  the  time  was  busily  engaged  in 
practice,  and  left  the  care  of  the  case  to  myself;  and  having  seen  eolchi- 
cam  used  by  yourself  with  great  good  effect,  1  put  him  on  the  use  of  it,  bnt 
derived  no  heneGt  from  it.  Much  time  passed  in  the  use  of  various 
reputed  remedies,  and  the  paiieai  grew  worse  daily,  until  about  the 
middle  of  August,  when  he  became  almost  helpless)  and  from  the  great 
nervous  irriiabiliiy  his  mind  seemed  to  be  failing,  and  was  fast  advancing 
iitio  second  childhood.  I  mentioa  this  to  show  ihst  time  had  not  done  any 
thing  towards  the  cure.  On  the  first  of  September  !  was  able  to  procure 
some  of  the  bydiiodaleof  polassa;  1  commenced  rbeoseof  it  in  the  proportion 
of  tbirtr  grains  to  the  oooee  of  water,  of  which  solution  I  gave  htm  twelve 
drops  toree  times  daily,  increasing  a  drop  each  day;  when,  much  to  my 
astonishment,  in  obb  week's  time  be  was  so  far  enabled  louse  bis  riffht 
arm  as  to  shave  himself,  and  in  three  weeks  was  entirely  well,  and  has 
since  that  time  enjoyed  perfect  heallb.  When  1  last  saw  him,  about  ten 
days  ago,  he  said  thai  he  never  in  bis  life  felt  better.  I  neglected  to  slate 
above,  that  during  the  whole  coarse  of  the  disease,  from  May  to  Septembar, 
prap«c  aitentioQ  was  paid  to  diet. 
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Art.  1I.~MEDI co-CHI RURGICAL  TRANSACTIONS. 

Codclidsd  IVoD  p*(a  •i». 

The  preponderaDce  in  Dumb«i  of  ihe  commuDJcaiions  io  <he  pment 
volume  are  the  pathological,  whicb  we  shall  dow  lake  in  the  order  of  their 
occurrence.  The  first  comprises  Comet  of  Spasmodic  Disfasf  accompany- 
'"g-  Affectiona  of  the  Pericardium;  by  Ricbsrd  Bright,  M.  D.,  F.  R.  S,, 
Pr^sidenr  of  the  Soeietv,  Physiciao  ExiraordiDary  to  the  ^ueeo,  &c.  These 
cases  are  three  ia  Dumber;  and  io  each  of  ihem  the  pericHrdimn  was  aeri- 
ously  implicated  ;  and  it  appeared  Io  the  author  thai  the  phrenic  nerve  waa 
the  more  immediate  meaos  of  cooiiuuni eating  irrilalton  Io  the  spinal  cbortl. 
In  the  first  case,  severe  chorea  came  on  after  symptoms  which  bore  a  gao<l 
deal  the  character  of  acute  rheumatism.  The  patient  died  about  the  l&th 
day  after  the  occurrence  of  the  spasmodic  sytnploms;  and  on  piamiBaikm, 
the  heart,  pericardium,  and  contiguous  part  of  tne  lungs,  bore  distinct  marks 
of  considerable  recent  inflainmatiot). 

In  the  second  case,  trismus,  and  convulsive  afiections,  bearing  sometimea 
n  tetanic  character,  followed  oa  acute  rheumatism,  and,  in  twenty  hours 
from  their  attack,  proved  fatal.  Severe  infldmrnaiion  was  found  in  the 
chest,  particularly  on  Ibe  pleura  of  its  right  side,  and  on  the  right  aide  of 
the  pericardium,  down  which  the  phrenic  nerve  i^ns. 

The  third  case  wai  one  of  much  glandular  disease  in  a  female  of  17, 
where  pkthitia  pulmonalit  was  suspected;  and  where  severe  dyspnma,  re- 
sembling ihat  of  hysteria,  supervened,  and  assisted  in  gradually  wearing 
out.  the  patient.  Extensive  glandular  disease  was  found  in  ihe  abdomen  ; 
but  the  chest  and  lungs  were  free  from  all  tubercular  deposit. 

"The  heart  and  pericardium  formed  a  hard  mass,  firmly  glued  to  the 
sternum  by  the  white  fungoid  matter  deposited  in  the  anterior  mediaslinoQ, 
so  that  on  raising  ibe  bone,  tbey  were  round  like  a  hard  tumour  attached 
within. 

"The  heart  itself  presented  a  cnrious  specimen  of  disease:  a  thick  layer 
of  yellow  malignant  matter  lined  and  covered  the  pericardium,  both  the  por- 
tion attached  to  the  heart  and  the  reflected  portion ;  the  two  deposiis  were 
strongly  glued  together  in  most  parts,  and  were  a  quarter  of  an  inclt  in 
thickness.  In  other  part*  the  two  layers  were  easily  lorn  from  each  other. 
Tke  phrenic  nerve  was  seen  on  the  right  side,  passing  dowo,  pressed  upon, 
and  almost  imbedded  in  this  diseased  mass.."— P.  17. 

A  plate  of  Ihe  appearances  is  given.  The  alternation  of  chorea  with  aente 
ibe  uma  I  ism  has  been  long  known  or  suspected;  and  that  pericarditis  followa, 
and,  through  tbe  medium  of  the  phrenic  nerve,  produces  in  the  spine  that 
affection  which  gives  rise  to  convnlnive  paroxysms,  there  is,  he  tbints,  every 
reason  to  believe.  He  is  not  of  opinion  with  some  authors,  that  inflamma- 
Itnn  in  or  about  the  spine  is  necessary  to  the  production  of  chorea. 

In  addition  to  the  authoriiiea  referred  lo  by  Dr.  Bright,  it  may  be  observed, 
that  pericarditis,  with  choreiform  symptoms,  is  mentioned  by  Dr.  Crai^e 
as  having  been  observed  by  him,  and  also  bv  Dr.  Roeser,  of  Bartenstein. 
(Practice  of  Physic,  vol.  ii.  book  ii.  chapter  iii.  §  iii.  p.  151.) 

Memoir  on  Typhlo^Enleritia ;  or  Infiammaiion  and  Perforative  Ulcera- 
tionoflhe  Cfecum,  arid  of  Ihe  Appendi:r  Vemtiformit  Cteri;  by  John  Bunie, 
M.  D.,  Physician  to  the  Westminster  Hospital,  Lecturer  on  the  Practice  of 
Medicine,  dr.c.  Tbii  paper  may  be  regarded  as  a  continuation  of  one  on  the' 
aania  subject  which  appeared  in  the  twentieth  volume  of  the  Medico-Chirw- 
gtcal  Transactions,  and  it  contains  several  additional  cases,  in  further  illns- 
Iraiion  of  the  paihologjr  of  tbs  caecum  and  appendix. 

The  liability  of  tbe  cvcum  to  have  a  lodgment  of  undigested  sobsiances 
in  it,  produces  irritation  and  great  disposition  to  sympiomatie  in^mmation 
in  thia  part  of  Ihe  alimantary  caoalj  which  latter,  when  it  ocean,  usnally 
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tenniDates  by  resolution;  the  Eubsideoce  of  ihe  Bpasm  and  removal  of  the 
iDflammaiion  allowing  ihe  muscatar  coat  of  the  csrum  to  resume  its  fuuc- 
tiuna.  No  ioaiance  of  perfoTaiiTe  ulceration  of  the  cicumifrnm  ioiernat 
disease  has  occurred  to  the  author;  but  perforative  ulceration  froin  wiihout 
he  statPS  to  be  rommoo,  owing  to  abscesses  resulting  ftoui  perforaiioD  of  the 
<^>pendix  permf/^rmi'a  bursting  into  ihe  crecum.  Several  intert-siing  cases 
are  giren  of  inflammatiaa  of  the  appendix,  and  perforalive  ulceralions  of 
thai  portion  of  the  gut,  and  iheir  consequences.  The  author  is  of  opiuion 
that  Dupuy  has  formed  an  enoiieous  conciasioo,  when  be  viewed  the  occur- 
tence  of  abscesses  bursting  into  the  ca:cuni  as  having  originaled  in  its  cellular 
tenure,  instead  of  being  secondary,  and  coDsequent  on  perfurailve  ulcera- 
tion of  Ihe  ctEcum  or  its  appendii.  He  does  not  conceive  thai  there  is  any 
reason  (or  supposing  that  inflatniiiBiion  of  the  raucous  raeiubrane  of  the  cee- 
catD  can  ever  give  rise  to  iuBaniinaiion  in  the  adjacent  subcecal  cellular 

Ca»e  of  Carditis s  by  Thomas  Salter,  Esq.,  F.  L.  S.,  of  Pdole.  The  case 
occurred  in  a  man  of  60;  and  the  principal  sympioma  were  dull  and  heavy, 
bet  not  lancinating,  pnin  in  the  lower  part  of  the  chest,  rather  inclininz  to 
Ihe  left  side;  very  severe  oppression  aud  distress  in  breathing,  incrensea  at 
intervals,  but  never  quilting  him  ;  a  frequent  and  stuall  pulse  ;  inability  to 
lie  down,  and  a  feeling  as  if  he  could  not  live.  There  was  no  cough,  nor 
aiga  of  pulmonary  affection,  and  fre(^uently  considerable  uneasiness  in  the 
lell  npper  arn).  The  symptoms  cocimued  to  a  certain  extent  for  about  six 
weeks;  but  they  were  most  severe  and  alarming  for  siiiy-five  hours  only 
before  death. 

Od  exam  in  at  ion,  the  heart  was  found  to  be  rather  larger  than  natural,  anil 
of  moderate  fiimoeas;  large  while  or  yellowish  coagula  were  contained  in 
the  cavities ;  and  commencing  ossiScetion  was  discovered  in  the  ascending 
aorta,  but  no  disease  in  the  lining  membrane  of  the  heart,  or  in  the  valves. 
The  muscular  bubsliince  of  the  Ml  ventricle  was  of  a  light  yellow  hue  and 
fibrous  texture;  and  exhibited  purulent  matter  ai  the  snifaces  of  (he  various 
sections  that  were  made  in  it.  In  aorae  parts,  small  cavities  filled  with 
pnnilcDt  matter  were  found,  varying  from  the  size  of  a  pin's  head  to  that 
of  a  small  pea. 

The  pericardium  exhibited  "unusual  vasculariiy,"  which  was  attributed 
by  the  author  lo  infiaromation ;  though  there  was  neither  on  this  nor  on  the 
surface  of  the  jejunum,  (which  was  likewise  aiated  to  be  much  inflamed,) 
any  effusion  ofcoaguFable  lymph,  which  might  bare  been  expected  to  appear 
under  such  ci  ream  stances. 


tant  Surgeon  lo  the  Royal  Regim 
object  in  this  paper  ia  lo  ascertain  the  differences  which  exist  between  vari- 
ous modi6cations  of  animal  matter  and  pure  purulent  matter;  and  he  has 
been  able  lo  infer,  thai  softened  fihrine,  which  has  generally  been  regarded 
as  a  purulent  fluid,  is,  notwithstanding,  of  an  essentially  different  character. 
His  experiments  and  obserrations  were  made  on  fibrine  from  the  heart ;  on 
thai  obtained  from  venous  blood  by  agitation;  on  the  fibrinous  concretion 
formed  by  infiammalionon  the  pleura  of  a  do^;  on  softened  fibrine  in  the  heart 
and  aorta;  and  on  softened  fibrine  in  the  veins.  His  general  deductions  are 
the  following,  viz. 

"  1st,  That  coagulated  fibrine,  when  removed  from  the  body  and  subjected 
to  a  blood  heat,  commences  to  soften  in  about  forty  hours,  assuming  the 
colour  and  consistency  of  pus,  but  easily  distinguishable  from  it  by  micro- 
scopic and  chemical  examination. 

"2d.  That  the  purulent-like  fluid  found  in  the  fibiinous  clots  of  the  heart 
and  arleriea,  and  so  frequently  in  the  veins,  is  essentially  distinct  from  pus, 
aitd  analoguua  to,  if  not  identical  with,  aoftened  Bhtine. 
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" 3d.  That  the  •onemng  of  eimgulaled  fibrine  it  an  elcBCBlary  paibologi- 
cal  coodilioD  of  Trequent  occatreace,  dJBiiact  rrom  MippnratioD,  and  conati- 
tuting  a  considerable  proporiioD  of  Ihe  case*  generally  deoooiiDatcd  suppo- 
ratife  phtcbiiit. 

"  Laaliy.  1  maj  obserre,  that  I  hare  rKqaeotly  foDitd  pua  miied  in  cmi- 
«id«rable  quaoiiiie*  witb  the  pulpy  fibrinous  matter;  and  in  two  ioataneea 
some  purulent  globules  were  obserred,  complelelr  insulated,  in  the  ceotK 
of  a  clot,  from  ihe  neigbbouring  lissues.  But  ia  both  these  casei  pus  was 
also  detected  in  ibe  blood:  Bod  when  it  i(  considered  bow  fre^ueoily  tbia 
contaminalioD  exists,  it  will  not  appear  surprisiog  that  the  particles  of  pas 
should  become  eatangied  in  coagula  cooiained  in  tbe  vessels.  Nor  does  (bia 
e  at  all  ioTalidaie  the  conclusion,  tbai  ibe  sofUaiog  of  coagulat- 


ed Gbrine  is  a  disease  of  much  interest  and  importance,  quit*  distinct  ii 
nature  fiom  Euppuration,  although  the  two  affeclions  hare  been  generally 
resarded  as  idenlical."— Pp.  151,  153. 

It  is  a  particular  source  of  gralificalion  so  often  to  see,  that  geotlemcn 
who  are  connected  witb  Ibe  public  medical  serTice,  bare  talents  tod  dis^ 
siiion  to  employ  that  leisure  which  peace  affords  ibem,  In  useful  inquiries 
for  the  improTement  of  iheir  profession.  The  general  taste  and  acqniiv- 
neots  of  the  profession  in  ifae  public  serrice,  as  well  as  in  civil  life,  bare 
fortunately  much  increased  of  late  years ;  and  the  country  owes  very  ini' 
'  porta Dt  obligations  to  Sir  James  Macgrigor,  Ibe  Director-General  of  the 
Army  Medical  Board,  for  his  efficient  and  successful  eodearoars  to  raise 
(be  character  of  army  medical  men,  by  the  superior  education  required  of 
them,  and  by  that  cultiration  of  the  collateral  sciences  wbicb  tber  are  en- 
ooaraged  (o  make,  and  which  more  effectually  enables  ihrm  to  profit  by  the 
opportunities  so  extensively  afforded  ibera,  both  in  active  and  quiescent  ser- 
vice, of  advancing  the  ialeretis  of  science,  and  promoting  the  credit  and 
usefulness  of  their  profession. 

CotUributiona  to  the  Pathology  of  tht  Spinal  Cord;  by  William  Budd, 
U.  D.  This  communication  eonuios  aome  very  valuable  eases  from  the 
author,  from  Mr.  Busk,  of  the  Dreadnought,  and  Mr.  Granger,  in  illnstralion 
of  the  operation  of  the  reflex  functioD,  as  it  has  been  termed,  in  mao ;  and 
to  show  ibat  the  pbeoomeoa  attaching  to  il  lake  place  in  tbe  human  race 
just  as  in  the  lower  animals. 

When  BO  animal  is  decapitated,  and  a  stimulus  applied  lo  the  surface  of 
the  body,  ibe  influence  of  that  stimolus  is  applied  to  tbe  spinal  manow,  aitd 
being  thence  reflected  to  the  motor  oerves,  causes,  as  is  well  known,  con- 
traction of  various  muscles.  A  similar  effect  the  author  found  to  lake  place 
in  cases  of  paialysis  arising  from  spinal  affection. 

_  In  one  of  those  cases,  sensation  in  the  lower  extremities  was  nearly  ex- 
tinguished, and  the  power  of  rolunter;  motion  entirely  losL  But  when  any 
pari  of  the  limb  was  pinched  or  pricked,  though  there  was  a  very  trifling 
sengatioD  produced  by  the  act,  the  limb  jumped  up  with  great  riracity;  the 
toes  were  retracted  towards  the  instep;  the  foot  raised  on  (he  heel ;  and  (be 
knee  bent  so  as  to  raise  it  off  tbe  bed)  the  limb  being  maiaUined  in  that 
position  fot  leveial  seconds  after  withdrawing  the  stimulus,  and  then  be- 
coming suddenly  relaxed.  The  tickling  of  a  feather  on  the  instep,  tboogh 
not  at  all  felt  by  the  patient,  produced  still  more  violent  convulsionBj  and 
this  alwavs  occurred  with  much  foice  doring  defecation  and  mictariiion ; 
some  mechanical  means  being  obliged  lo  be  employed  lo  secure  him  dnriog 
these  acts. 

Id  all  ihe  cases  mentioned,  the  involuntary  tnovemeais  were  of  the  same 
character  as  those  observed  in  decapitated  animals,  and  were  quite  inde- 
pandcni  of  volition.  They  were  not  associated  witb  a  sense  of  fatigue,  but 
the  power  wbicb  caused  tbera  was  subject  tu  exhaustion,  and  was  renewed 
by  rest.  Beat  was  a  powerful  means  of  excitement ;  and  sirychaia,  given 
intennlly,  increased   Ibe  snsceptibiliiy  to  inrolnniary  movements,  while 


London  Medieo-C^irurgical  Transactions. 


_s  of  lelaBus  are  either  capable  of  htiog  produced  or 

increated  b^  impreHJont  made  on  tb»  tkin  and  eeoses,  ihe  lutbor  ia  induced 
to  consider  ii  as  proper  lo  aroid,  in  this  compUiot,  muliiplviog  iriipr«s*ion>, 
especially  those  of  a  painAil  biod,  a»  leechiDg,  cupping  and  blisierio^,  or  eTeo 
fnipag.  He  tbinks,  alio,  tbai,  ai  opium  givea  Id  BDimats  before  deeapi- 
tatioD  renders  ibe  moior  aciioDS  of  the  spioal  cord  more  active  aad  pviver- 
fal,  il  is  to  be  avoided  io  the  trratmeoi  of  tetaoua,  which  may  wick  tnore 
piopriety  be  entrusted  (o  the  operalioD  of  hydrocyanic  acid,  coDium,  and 
digitalis. 

Memoirf  on  tome  Principle*  of  Pathology  in  the  Nerwma  St/»lem;  by 
Marshall  Hall,  M.  D.,  F.  R.  S.  L.  and  B.  This  is  the  6rst  of  a  series  of  me- 
moirs, which  it  is  the  inlention  of  the  author  to  eommuoicate  to  the  socieiv, 
OB  the  subject  of  nervous  action  under  various  circumstances  of  disease.  It 
is  entitled.  On  the  Condition  of  the  Mutcular  Irritability  in  Paralytic 
Limb»i  sad  is  to  be  followed  by  a  second  memoir,  coulaiQinit  the  author's 
deductions  on  the  reflex  action  in  certain  eases  of  paralysis,  tetanus,  &«., 
and  on  the  retrograde  action  in  cases  of  disease  of  the  xpioal  marrow. 

In  the  present  communication,  the  author  eaters  at  some  length  into  an 
examinaiioa  of  the  diacrepaucies  of  opinion  which  haTctalieQ  place  among 
the  most  distinguished  authors,  in  relation  to  the  existence  (which  some 
affirm  and  others  deny)  of  irritability  in  the  muscular  fibres  of  paralytic 
limbs.  Those  discrei^ncies  he  considers  as  being  amply  accounted  for,  bjr 
the  difference  of  the  phenomena  which  occur  in  respect  to  cerebral  paraly- 
tia,  or  that  which  removes  the  inBuence  of  the  braiu ;  auU  tpinal  paralyiit, 
which  removes  that  only  of  the  spinal  marrow. 

Strychnine,  when  exhibited  on  pBTalytic  patients,  often  manifesia  its 
powerful  influence  on  the  paralytic  limbs,  to  the  eiclusion  of  the  sound 
ones,  though  its  power  must  have  been  supposed  to  be  equally  diffused 
down  ihe  spinal  marrow  alone  the  nerves  to  the  right  and  to  the  left,  and 
therefore  lo  the  muscles  whicn  those  nerves  supply.  It  therefore  appeared 
to  him,  that  the  irritability  of  the  fibre,  in  the  cases  where  the  paralysed 
mnselea  were  most  affected,  must  hove  been  augmented ;  and  it  is  to  this 
result  that  his  experiments  and  observations  lead.  When  there  was  cerebral 
paralysis  only,  he  found  that  slight  shocks  of  galvanism,  which  would  pro- 
dace  no  effect  on  sound  limbs,  agitated  paralytic  onesj  whereas,  if  the  dis- 
ease arose  in  Ihe  course  of  the  nerves,  or  within  the  lumber  veriebrc,  iho 
mnselea  of  the  paralytic  limbs  were  much  less  irritable  than  those  of  the 
sound. 


led  a  palient,"  says  the  author,  "affected  with  hemipleeiB,  inelud- 
„  ,    ralysis  of  the  face,  and  1  passed  a  slight  galvanic  shock  through  two 
pieces  of  meial,  of  which  one  was  placed  over  each  cheek.     The  muscles 


of  the  paralytic  side  were  most  affected.  1  lepeated  the  eiperim 
the  same  result.  I  now  compared  with  these  two  cases  of  injury  of  Ibe 
ticial  netve,  passing  the  galvanic  shock  in  the  same  manner  ihrough  the 
fibres  of  the  orbicularis:  il  was  now  the  muscle  of  the  heallhv  side  which 
was  affected  by  the  galvanism,  the  evelid  of  that  side  beinf[  closed,  whilst 
that  of  ihe  paralytic  side  gaped  as  bejore,  I  next  compared  the  efiect  of  gal- 
vanism in  two  cases  of  complete  paralysis  of  the  arm,  one  beroiplegic,  the 
other  the  result  of  dislocation  of  the  shoulder.  The  muscles  of  the  former 
were  more,  those  of  the  latter  leas,  irritable  than  those  of  the  bpalthy  arm 
lespectively,  as  were  also  those  of  the  arm  of  a  patient  affected  with  the 

C ralysis  induced  by  lead.  Lastly,  I  compared  the  cases  of  paralysis  of  the 
ver  extremities,  one  arising  after  pertussis,  and  therefore  cerebral,  the 
other,  I  think,  from  disease  within  Ihe  lumbar  vertebrc:  in  the  former  there 
was  augmented,  in  Ibe  latter  diminished,  irritability."— Pp-  203,  204. 

The  auihor  concludea,  therefore,  that,  "in  cerebral  paralysis,  the  initft- 
bility  of  the  muscular  fibre  becomes  augmented  from  want  of  the  application 
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nf  the  siimului  orvoliiion  ;  id  paralysis  arising  from  disease  of  ihe  ipioal 
marrow  and  its  nerTea,  this  irriiabiliif  is  diminished,  ».ad  at  length  becomek 
eitinct,  from  ill  source  boing  cut  off. 

"We  may  further  deduce,"  he  coaiinuet,  "from  ihe  facta  which  have 
been  detailed,  thai  ihe  spinat  marrow,  and  not  the  cerebrum,  is  ihe  special 
Ronrce  of  Ihe  power  in  (he  oerveg  of  exciting  muacolar  coDiraetion,  iind  of 
the  irrtiabiiity  of  ihe  muscular  fibre;  that  the  cerebrum  is,  on  the  conirary, 
the  exhauster,  through  its  acts  of  Tolition,  of  the  muscular  irrilabililf . 

"As  a  further  deduction  from  the  same  facts,  we  maf  infet  the  diagnosis 
between  cerebral  and  spinal  paralysis:  mere  cerebral  paralysis  is  attended 
by  augmented  irritability,  whereas  spinal  paralysis  is  that  which  is  aiteoded 
by  diminished  irritabilily." — P.  205. 

A  Case  of  Enlargement  from  Melanoid  7\tmow  of  the  Prottale  Gland, 
in  a  Child  nffive  years  of  age;  by  R.  A.  Stafford,  Surgeon  to  the  St.  Maiy-^ 
le-Bone  Infirniary.  The  subject  of  ibis  case  had,  for  three  or  four  moniha,  an 
■rriiable  bladder,  wi(h  a  cuniinual  wish  to  discharge  urine ;  and  a  large  and 
lumid  abdomen.  On  ibe  occurrence  of  entire  inabililv  to  pass  bis  water,  and 
ihe  appearance  of  a  large  tumour  in  ihe  abdomen,  wnich  was  iound  on  exm- 
rainatioD  to  be  a  distended  bladder,  ibe  elasiic  gum  catheter  was  passed,  and 
tweniy-fire  ounces  of  natural  coloured  urine  were  drawn  off.  As  accumu- 
lation look  place  rapidly,  the  catheter  was  leA  in  the  btadder;  but  the  boy 
sank  and  died  in  eight  days. 

The  bladder  was  found  to  be  contracted  to  the  size  of*  turkey's  e%g,  and 
to  hare  some  purulent  matter  mixed  with  about  one  ounce  of  urine  which 
it  coniained.  The  prostate  gland  was  equal  in  size  to  the  largest  walnut, 
and  had  its  third  lobe  about  the  magnitude  of  a  hazel-nui,  which  is  about 
ihe  size  of  the  whole  prostate  in  a  child  of  his  age.  It  was  encephaloid  in 
colour,  consilience,  and  texture,  but  one  part  of  ihe  cut  surface  was  so  darit 
as  to  present  the  appearance  of  their  being  melanotic,  mixed  with  ibe  ence- 
phaloid matter. 

Ca»e  of  Congenital  Abrenee  of  the  Pericanlium^  vilh  obtertationt ;  by 
T.  6.  Curling,  Assisiant-Surgeon  lo  ibe  London  Hospital,  &c.  In  this  case, 
paralysis  of  the  lower  extremities  arose  from  exposure  to  wei,  and  gradually 
extended  upwards,  producing,  after  some  weeks,  asphyxia  and  death. 

The  principal  dij^eased  appearance  was  ramollissement  of  the  central  part 
of  the  whole  medulla  tpinalts;  bui  on  opening  the  chest,  the  heart  was 
found  to  be  completely  exposed,  lying  loose  in  the  cavity  of  the  pleura,  in 
immediate  contact  with  the  lung,  but  without  any  appearance  of  pericar- 
dium, except  a  slight  sort  of  rudiment  of  one  on  the  left  side. 

Cases  are  mentioned  of  the  absence  of  pericardium,  from  Baillie  and 
Breschet,  and  from  Woolf,  Waller,  and  some  others;  and  the  author  con- 
siders the  opinion  of  Dr.  Baitlie  as  far  loo  restrictive,  when  he  regards  the 
use  of  ihe  pericardium  as  being  merely  to  keep  the  heart  in  a  steady  posi- 
tion; for  it  seeras  to  him,  that  inctosure  in  a  serous  bag,  separate  from  that 
of  the  lung,  must  be  a  great  exemption  from  the  effects  of  inflammation-  It 
may  be  remarked,  however,  that  deposits  of  lymph  are  not  unfrequenily 
found  OD  the  surface  of  the  heart,  niihout  the  previous  production  of  any 
serious  symptoms  of  an  inflammatory  nature. 

On  a  Peculiar  Form  of  Congenital  Tumour  of  the  Neek;  by  Cnsar 
Hawkins,  Esq.,  Surgeoo  to  Si,  George's  Hospital.  The  author  adverts  to 
a  great  variety  of  encysted  tumours  which  are  occasionally  found  in  infants; 
hut  directs  his  particular  attention  to  a  peculiar  form  of  congenital  tumour 
Appearing  in  the  face  and  nech,  which  is  composed  of  many  cysts  united 
together,  and  having  in  ihem  so  large  a  portion  of  organised  inattcr  as  to 
give  Ihem  a  solid  character,  lo  one  of  the  cases  meoiioned  by  him,  (there 
being  seven  in  all,}  when  death  toob  place,  with  excessive  emaciation,  at 
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the  age  of  about  three  inontbs,  ihe  lamour  was  on  the  Tight  side  of  ihe 
neck,  and  about  the  size  of  a  large  oraog;e.  Ii  nas  found  to  be  "compoied 
of  a  great  Dumber  of  small  cysts,  maDV  huodredi,  probably,  varyiog  in  size 
from  a  pea  to  a  walnut,  clotely  joiaetl  together,  and  composed  of  delicate 
membranes,  like  very  fine  peritoueum,  but  in  some  parts  covered  by  Gbrous 
etnicture,  giving  the  cysts  the  appearance  of  ihin  pericardium,  and  very  few 
of  rhem  were  so  far  insuIaieJ  as  to  admit  of  being  dissected  out  without  cut* 
ling  through  others.  The  fluid  in  most  of  the  cysts  was  transparent,  with 
scarcely  any  trace  of  coagolable  matter,  but  in  others  the  contents  were  of 
every  shade  of  red,  even  as  dark  as  veaous  blood,  but  without  any  coagu- 
Itim,  and  evidently  only  coloured  secretion." — P.  238. 

On  pursuing  the  dissection,  the  cysts  were  found  to  be  deeply  imbedded 
in  the  sarrouudiug  substance,  and  to  extend  behind  Ihe  pharynx  and  (ebm 
phaeuB ;  socae  ashieh  as  the  basilar  process,  others  as  low  as  the  sixth  ce^ 
vical  vertebra.  They  were  formed  in  the  common  cellular  texture,  and, 
from  their  inaccessible  siiualioo  and  intricate  connection,  presented  tillle 
promise  of  beoefit  from  an  operation.  The  cysts  did  not  exnibil  much  diiT 
position  to  inflammatioo,  and  in  one  case,  repealed  punctures  seemed,  in 
about  a  year,  to  wear  out  the  disposition  to  further  secretion ;  to  reduce  the 
•welling  to  about  a  third  of  its  original  size ;  and  to  leave  it  a  loose  pendu- 
lous bag,  principally  composed  of  slio  and  fat. 

Ca»t  of  a  Girl  who  voidtd  from  the  Urethra  a  nuiaber  of  Enlozoolie 
Worms  not  hitherto  described,  with  an  Account  of  the  AntmaUj  by  T.  B. 
Curling,  Assistant- Surgeon  to  the  London  Hospital,  &c.  With  the  assiiU- 
ance  of  Professor  Owen,  and  Mr.  John  Quekett,  the  author  has  been  able  to 
give  a  verjr  good  account  of  the  appearance  and  structure  of  these  liide  ani- 
mals, which  he  illustrates  by  lilhograpbe  taken  from  drawings  made  bv 
himself.  He  refers  them  to  ihe  order  Nematoidea  of  Rudolphi,  in  which 
ibey  would  constitntea  new  genus,  whose  character  be  thus  desciibes: 

"  Genus  Daelyliu».—Cotpm  lerei,  elaaticom,  annulainm,  et  nirtnque  al- 
UDDaium,  caput  ob.tusura,  os  orbicniare,  anna  Irilabiatua. 

"Dactyliiu  aculeattis. — Capite  obtuso,  toto  corpore  aculeotum  serie  mul- 
liplici  armato,  caudk  obtuak  et  annulaiL 

"  Hab.  in  Hooainis  vestcfc  uriDarifc." 

The  females  were  about  four  fifths,  the  males  about  two  fifths  of  an  inch 
in  length. 

The  patient  had  been  oc(:asionaUy  troubled  with  ascarides,  aRer  some 
pectoral  complaints,  and  derangement  of  the  intestinal  mucous  membrane. 
The  worms  were  discovered  in  Ihe  urine  after  an  attack  of  measles,  which 
leA  her  weak  and  mnch  emaciated.  After  the  use  of  small  doses  of  the 
OleUTH  terebinthiwB,  no  more  of  them  were  observed,  either  living  or  dead. 

The  only  two  papers  remaining  to  be  noticed  in  this  volume  may  be  re- 
garded as  appertaining  principally  to  the  subject  of  obstetrics.  The  first  is 
Jti  Account  of  a  Fxtua  of  Seven  Monlht,  with  its  Placenta  partially  ad- 
herent to  a  NiBvue,  occupying  the  Scalp  and  Dura  Mater;  by  Robert  Lee, 
M.  D.,  F.  R.  &.,  Physician  to  the  British  Lying-in  Hospital,  and  Ler.uuer 
on  Midwifery  at  St.  George's  Hospital.  No  vascular  union  existed  at  the 
place  of  juoctioD.  The  author  refers  to  a  few  cases  of  a  description  some- 
what (imilar. 

The  teeoud  is  On  the  Structure  of  the  Corpus  Luteum;  by  Robert  Lee, 
H.  D.,  F.  R.  S.  "The  QraaBan  vesicle  in  the  human  ovarium  is  a  smalt 
spherical  pellucid  sae,  which  contains  a  Quid,  the  ovum,  and  the  granular 
■ubstance  in  which  i(  is  Imbedded.  The  vesicle  itself  always  consists  of 
iwo  distinct  coats,  or  membranona  layers,  which  adhere  firmly  together. 
Tba  external  surface  of  the  Qraafian  veiticle  adheres  loosely  to  the  stroma 


264  ^fMricon  Sfedical  IntdUgenetr. 

M  proper  Bubstance  of  the  ovirium,  in  which  it  ii  imbedded  by  soft  eellalar 
tubstance,  btood-reiselt,  and  nrrfei. 

"  Soira  arter  icnpregnatioa,  the  coats  of  the  OraaSao  reside  and  tbe  peri- 
tODentn  corerioK  it  give  way  by  absoipiioD,  ihe  coaienU  of  the  reiicla 
eicBpe,  and  between  its  outer  coat  and  the  aabstSDce  of  tbe  oraij,  th* 
corpus  Ittleum  is  gtadualtr  fortaed." — P.  329. 

Doabts  have,  bowefer,  DeeD  entertained  bjr  pfajsioltwisti  as  to  the  precis* 
mode  ia  which  the  formalloD  of  the  corpu*  Ivleum  laEes  place ;  whether  it 
is  produced  by  a  thickening  of  the  laner  layer  of  the  QraaGan  vesicle,  or  ia 
an  entirely  new  snbstHDce,  deposited  between  its  coats,  or  around  ila  exier-  * 
nal  surface ;  or  eien  capable  of  being  occasionally  fonneii  in  the  ovaries  of 
women  who  have  nerer  been  pregaant. 

Some  opporlnniiies  presented  themselres  to  the  author,  of  patlicularljr 
^amining  OTaries  in  two  months  of  pregnancy;  and  from  these  be  had 
m^de  the  dedoctiona  in  respect  to  the  Etructure  and  formation  of  the  eorjmt 
tuleum  which  form  the  subject  of  his  paper.  On  cutting  into  the  left  or*- 
rion),  in  one  of  the  cases  mcolioned,  which  was  lar^r  than  the  rizht,  had  ■ 
considerable  promioence  on  its  conrex  ed^^e,  and  a  small  circular  depressioo 
at  the  point  of  the  prominence,  into  which  a  bristle  could  not  be  made  to 
pass,  the  author  fuund  a  corpus  luteum,  of  an  ofal  shape,  and  deep  oiaoge 
colour,  with  the  QrtaCan  vesicle  in  its  centre,  hariDg  its  coats  thickened 
and  contracted,  and  readily  dirisible  into  two  aislinct  layers. 

"The  outer  surface  of  this  cyst  is  so  loosely  attached  by  eellular  tissue 
to  the  eorpa*  hiteutn,  that  it  can  easily  be  separated  from  it.  The  corptta 
htleum  itself  Tsries  from  a  line  to  a  line  and  a  quarter  in  thickness,  and 
when  eiamined  with  a  loagniCer,  appears  to  consist  entirely  of  small  yellow 
globules  or  particles  contained  in  cellular  membrane. 

"  Aroond  the  outer  surface  of  the  corpif  luteunt,  and  completely  invest- 
ing  it,  there  is  a  white  layer  varriog  in  ihickoess,  the  outer  part  of  wbieb 
loses  itself  in  the  substance  of  tne  ovarium,  of  which  it  appears  to  form  a 
part^  and  to  be  similar  in  structure,  having  the  mouths  of  divided  vessels 
distinclly  perceptible,  as  in  other  parts  of  the  substance  of  the  ovarium. 
The  inner  portion  of  this  white  layer,  which  appears  to  be  condensed  strona, 
is  separable  on  the  one  band  from  the  corptu  luteirm,  and  on  tbe  other  from 
the  substance  of  tbe  ovarium,  so  as  to  give  the  appearance  of  a  distincl 
nembrane,  considerably  exceeding  in  thickness  both  layers  of  the  Oraallaa 
Tosicle."— P.  332. 

"  As  gestation  advances,  tbe  deep  yellow  colour  of  the  corput  lutaan 
fades,  and  the  Qraafian  vesicle  in  its  centre  contracts  and  assumes  •  pecu- 
liar white  membranous  appearance,  with  small  bands  fMssing  outward 
throash  the  substance  of  the  yellow  matter,  like  tba  radii  of  a  circle."— 
P.  333. 

Drawings  are  given  to  illustrate  these  appearances. 

From  the  circumstances  now  mentioned,  the  author  infers,  that  the  cor- 
put tuteum  is  a  substance  formed  round  tbe  outer  surface  of  the  GraaSaii 
vesicle,  and  has  no  capsule;  that  its  yellow  matter  is  in  contact  with  the 
substance  of  the  ovariam;  that  it  almost  completely  disappears  about  three 
months  aftet  parturition;  and  that,  though  a  substance  much  resembling  il 
ia  sometimes  found  in  the  ovaria  of  persons  who  have  never  been  pregnant, 
ibis  is  produced  by  morbid  slates  of  the  Graa6an  vesicle,  anil  the  yellow 
matter  round  within  that  vesicle,  and  not  around  it.  In  women  who  hava 
died  during  menstruation,  (of  which  the  author  gives  two  examples,)  ap- 
pearances are  sometimes  observed,  which  might,  without  careful  diicrivu- 
nation,  be  nuslakea  for  ttue  corpora  lutea. 
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VI  1.   ■.  DIZ,  M.  D.j  BOSTON.' 

[The  following  cum  hare  b«en  leecDll;  publiibed  in  the  Bo«toD  Medi- 
cal aDd  Sorgical  JoarDsl,  by  oar  iai«llig«iit  coneapondeal,  Dr.  Diz.— Ed.] 

Divition  of  Internal  Rectu».~Oelohet  16,  lS4a  Miw  Mary  M.  C,  vt. 
S3,  of  Boston,  has  squinted  from  binh  with  both  cjres,  the  left  beiof  more 
deeidedlf  luroed  in,  tbe  edge  of  the  cornea  of  which  freqacntly  reaches  the 
iDDer  eanihus.  She  can,  od  clotiag  the  right,  turo  ihe  lei^  oqi  nearly  as  far 
as  the  other,  bat  caouot  keep  it  fixed  there.  Vision  has  always  been  weak, , 
and  she  is  cooscioas  that  this  eys  does  not  assist  in  seeing. 


Drs.  Reynolds.  Jeffries,  Hooper,  Bethanr,  and  Charles  Ware  yt 

The  eyes  neinr  small,  and  the  patient  rery  limid,  I  foand  it  neces- 
D  control  the  globe  by  fiiiog  a  double  hoolt  ibrongh  tbe  conjunctira 


into  tbe  tanica  albaginea,  about  a  line  and  a  half  from  ibe  edge  of  the  c 
nes  towards  the  inner  caolhus.  By  this  means  the  eye  being  fairly  everted, 
a  Sne  sharp  book  was  passed  through  the  coDJuoctiTS,  and  an  incision  made 
about  half  way  between  it  and  the  double  hook.  A  blunt  hook  was  broaght 
under  ibe  roascle,  and  a  division  made  with  icissori  in  the  maicle  about 
half  aa  inch  from  the  cornea,  which  Mr.  Guthrie,  whose  large  eipcrience 
renders  his  authority  decisive,  says  is  preferable  to  a  division  of  tbe  tendoa. 
On  opening  both  eyes  after  the  trifling  hemorrhage  had  ceased,  ihe  Icfl  eye 
is  observed  to  be  straight,  tbe  squint  of  the  right  being  as  before.  A|qily 
compress  wet  with  cold  water.    Keep  both  eyes  covered. 

17ih.    No  pain,  bat  complains  ibai  the  eye  feels  bea*y.    Bandage  re- 

22d.  There  is  a  considerable  fungous  growth  from  the  place  of  the  in- 
cition,  which  is  cut  off  with  scissors. 

30th.  Miss  C,  has-  been  working  at  her  trade  as  a  tailoress  for  terersl 
days  past,  and  says  that  afler  the  day's  work  she  finds  the  eye  somewbal 
larned  in.  In  tbe  morning  it  is  sImighL  Tbe  fun{[O0s  growth  has  re- 
appeared, sod  reqairea  to  b«  loucbed  with  nitras  srgenii. 

Nov.  18.  Since  tbe  last  date  Miss  C.  has  been  obliged  to  apply  heraelf 
sedulously  to  sewing,  aad  the  eye  is  turned  in  somewhat,  a  little  tnote  per- 
haps than  the  right,  with  which,  as  was  at  first  stated,  she  squints  a  little. 
Still  the  eye  ia  by  no  meana  so  mach  turned  in  as  before  the  operation ;  she 
has  Ibe  privilese,  as  she  terms  i(,  of  turning  it  out  when  she  pleases,  and 
finds  it  serviceable  lo  tision,  until  it  is  fatigued  by  loog  use.  Bhe  proposes 
to  have  the  muscle  re-divided  when  she  has  an  opportnntty  of  resting  iIm 
eye  for  a  time.  The  fungous  growth  ha*  at  length  disappeared,  and  lh« 
redness  at  the  inner  canthns  bas  diminished. 

Divition.  of  hatrtial  Btelut.-~OcX.  16.  Mrs.  I.,  kI.  36,  of  Boston,  sqnint- 
•d  with  Ihe  right  eye  at  nine  months  of  age,  immediately  after  hooping 
congb.  The  squint  ia  very  decided,  a  portion  of  the  cornea  being  hidden 
at  the  inner  canthas.  Drs.  Doane,  Dale,  and  Parkman  being  present,  Ihe 
operation  was  performed  as  in  ihe  preceding  case,  except  ihst  the  paiieoi 
possessing  considerable  fortitude,  1  dispensed  with  the  use  of  the  apeculum 
and  the  double  hook,  with  whioh  in  the  first  ease  the  ijre  was  turned  out. 
She  kept  the  eys  steadily  evened  a  lilile  towards  the  inner  canthas.  On 
temoring  the  instramenls,  the  eye  was  found  to  be  perfectly  straight,  and 
capable  of  turning  inward  very  liltle.  Compress  wet  with  cold  water  to  be 
constantly  kept  on  the  eye,  both  being  covered  at  tbe  same  time.  Lighl 
diet 
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tSlli.  Mn.  t.  lufleriDg  do  paio,  and  hariog  bad  nooe  except  ion  about 
eigbteeo  hours  aTter  the  operaiioD,  aod  (b«n  ooi  tuvere,  f  direcied  the  eyes 
to  be  uncovered. 

20th.  Has  had  some  pain,  about  as  much  u  iaiinediatety  after  ibe  ope- 
ratioD,  which  may  perhaps  he  attributed  to  her  gelling  chilled  by  exposure 
to  the  oiKbl  air  while  lookitig  from  the  window  at  ■  fire.  Reoew  spplics- 
tion  of  cold  water.     Sulph.  magneiia,  Ji. 

2Ist.  Eye  comforlable.  A[  sevecal  limea  aiace  the  operation  she  has  bad 
double  vision  for  an  hour  at  a  lioie,  but  sbe  has  not  observed  it  for  three 
da^s  past.  Vision  is  much  clearer  and  strunger  than  before  tbe  operatiuD, 
and  the  only  difference  perceptible  in  tbe  eyes,  which  are  both  perfectly 
alraight,  is,  that  the  right  cannot  be  turned  to  the  inner  canthus  quite  so  far 
ai  tbe  left. 

Nov,  23.  Eyei  perfectly  straight,  and  motions  of  both  parallel,  the  tight 
haring  a  farther  moTement  inward  than  immediately  after  the  operation. 

Dinuion  of  Internal  Rvctue  of  both  Eyei.—OcL  17,  1640.  Misa  Barah 
H.,  of  BotlOD,  squinted  from  birth  with  hotb  eyes,  Tery  badly  with  the  left. 
On  September  9ih  I  divided  the  tendon  of  the  internal  rectus,  which  was 
followed  by  an  amendment  of  the  squint,  which,  however,  after  a  few  dayi, 
parlially  returned;  and  though  now  the  cornea  of  this  eye  is  not  so  far 
lurncd  in  ai  before,  she  at  my  reqnest  submits  to  a  second  division  of  the 
muscle.  With  tbe  assistance  of  Mr.  Stone,  who  held  Ihe  lids  open  without 
using  a  ipeculum,  1  operated  ai  in  tbe  former  casea,  omitting  the  double 
book.  Miss  H.  kept  the  eye  steadily  in  the  required  direction,  and  upon  re- 
moving Ihe  insitumeats  and  opening  tbe  other  eye.  Ibis  one  is  found  to  be 
perfecllv  straight.     Right  eye  to  be  Daodaged  and  Ihe  left  turned  outward. 

Oct.  2J.  The  left  eye  coatinuet  to  be  perfectly  straight,  aod  she  has  con- 
trol of  iia  moiioQS  in  every  respect,  except  that  she  cauDot  turn  it  ^uite  so 
far  iaio  the  inner  caotbus  as  tbe  right,  which  squints  somewhat  inward. 
The  wound  has  healed,  leaving  a  very  slight  thickening  and  redness  of  the 
GDBJunctiva. 

Hiss  H.  having  eipteased  a  wish  lo  try  ihe  effect  of  the  operation  on  tbe 
right  eye,  I  performed,  in  presence  of  Dis.  S.  Keep,  Dyer,  Dale,  and  Salia- 
burv,  the  operation  as  in  ihe  case  of  the  other  eye,  except  that  the  tendon 
of  tne  muscle  was  divided  near  the  globe.  There  was  an  Immediate  amend- 
ment of  the  squint,  bnt  not  so  complete  a  real  oration  as  in  the  other  eye. 
Left  eye  bandai^d. 

Nov.  23,  Vision  is  much  stronger  than  formerly,  owing,  I  presume, 
chiefly  to  au  improvement  in  tbe  left  eye,  which,  as  well  as  the  right,  con- 
tinues as  last  described  ;  one  straight,  tbe  other  turned  slightly  in.  All  red- 
ness has  disappeared  from  the  left  eye,  and  the  place  of  the  inciaiou  it 
ohterred  only  on  olose  inspection.  - 

Ditiition  of  the  Internal  Rfctut  and  Superior  Obliqve.— Oct.  23,  1S40. 
Wm.  Augustus  S.,  tet.  18,  of  Balem,  when  four  years  of  age  bad  an  Inflam- 
mation  of  tbe  right  eye,  during  which  the  eye  was  for  a  long  time  kept  ban- 
daged, and  ac(iuired  a  itrabismus  convergens.  Now  the  eye  is  so  far  turned 
inward  as  ordinarily  lo  conceal  not  only  the  pupil,  but  nearly  the  whole  of 
the  cornea,  it  being,  in  short,  the  most  decided  inversion  I  have  ever  seen. 
Vision  with  this  eye  is  exceedingly  indistinct,  patient  affirming,  at  first,  that 
it  was  blind.  On  further  investi^aiion,  it  seems  that  he  can  just  discern  the 
OUtlinaa  of  large  objects  with  this  eye  at  the  dislsnce  of  six  feet.  Tbe  loca 
of  vision  ia  partly  to  be  accounted  for  by  a  slight  opacity  on  the  upper  part 
of  the  cornea,  but  probably  depends  much  more  on  the  entire  disuse  of  the  eye 
for  fourteen  years.  He  can,  by  an  effort  of  tbe  will,  turn  it  out  nearly  in  Ironi, 
but  cannot  reUm  it  there  more  than  a  few  seconds.  It  was  therefore  neces- 
sary to  ereri  it  by  means  of  tbe  double  hook,  the  operation  being  in  every 
leapeet  like  tbal  in  the  first  case.    Drs.  Cbauoing,  PulDam,  Morrill:  and 
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Hooper,  and  Dr.  Onsttoe,  oT  New  OHean,  were  present.  Patieot  Cainted 
••  toon  u  the  dirisioa  of  the  leclue  mDeele  wis  completed.  On  bis  rcco- 
very  the  e;e  was  found  ItS  be  eoosiderably  less  turned,  hut  still  not  straight, 
the  tquiot  being  perhape  diniaisbed  one  half.  Wiifa  the  approbaiioD  of  the 
gentlemeo  present,  1  iheo  proposed  the  diTiaioo  of  the  superior  oblique  mus- 
cle, to  which  the  patieat  asseaied.  This  was  easily  accomplished,  wiiboul 
etilargitig  the  incision  or  using  the  double  hook,  the  eye  Wing  now  suffi- 
eieatly  everted  by  the  Tolnatary  effort  of  the  patieat  to  bring  the  incision 
fairly  in  TJew.  Passios  the  bluol  hook  oader  tbe  ctAjtmctira  at  the  upper 
extreoiity  of  the  incision,  it  was  readily  brought  round  the  tendon  of  the 
aaperior  oblique,  bringing  it  fairly  into  Tiew,  so  as  to  be  divided  with  the 
scissors.  The  eye  immediately  inclined  slightly  outward.  He  has  still  the 
power  of  turning  it  a  little  inward.  A  compress  wet  with  cold  water  on  the 
right  eye;  both  eye*  to  be  kept  shut. 

Oct.  27ih.  Has  had  no  inOammBtion  beyond  the  limits  of  the  iocisioD, 
which  teems  to  be  occupied  by  one  large,  smooth  grannlation,  not  suflBcieot- 
ly  prominent  to  give  him  uneasiness  or  to  require  any  application.  He  often 
speaks  of  tlie  increaaed  ability  of  seeing  objects  (m  his  right  by  the  aid  of 
tbis  eye,  the  vision  of  which  he  thinks  is  improving.  He  is,  however, 
obliged  to  cover  it  when  exposed  to  a  strong  light,  an  intolerance  which 
nnsi  be  owing  to  the  continued  abseoceof  it,  and  will  gradually  abate.  The 
•ye  is  ttraifcht,  and  the  aies  of  the  two  parallel,  except  when  he  is  looking 
far  to  the  righ^  when  the  right  eye  inclines  a  little  to  the  outer  canthns.  He 
reioros  home,  with  direction  to  close  tbe  left  eye  occasionally,  and  eiereise 
the  right,  especially  in  the  rotation  of  it  inward;  a  motion  which  he  can 
perform  to  a  much  greater  extent  than  eould  be  expected  after  tbe  division 
of  these  two  muscles. 

Nov.  18ih.  I  have  not  seen  Mr.  S.  since  Oct.  27th;  but  now  learn,  from 
his  father,  that  iheeye  is  perfectly  straight,  and  more  tolerant  of  light, 
though  still  red  at  the  inner  corner. 

Diviiitm  of  Internal  flecftw.— Nov.  6th.  Misa  Margaret  M.,  «et.  24,  of 
Boston,  seventeen  years  ago  had  measles,  followed  by  disease  of  the  eyes, 
after  which  it  was  observed  that  both  eyea  squinted,  the  right  very  badljr. 
Her  mother  thinks  that  in  coniequence  of  close  apptication  as  a  pupil, 
and  efLerwardi  as  a  teachei  in  achool,  the  squint  has  been  gradually  glow- 
ing worse.  Now  the  right  eye  is  turned  so  far  in,  that  the  edge  of  the  cor- 
nea is  usually  hidden  at  the  inner  canthus,  though  it  can  be  btougbt  ont  at 
j>IeasuTe.    Vision  from  ibis  eye  is  not  so  good  as  from  the  left. 

Drt.  Ferry,  Wiley,  Bartlett,  Bethane,  and  Dorr  were  present.  The  lid 
was  raised  without  a  speculum,  and  the  eye  sufficiently  everted  bv  the  pa- 
tient to  render  the  double  hook  unnecessary.  The  conjunctiva  and  cellular 
liasoe,  raised  by  the  Broall  sharp  hook,  were  divided  at  one  incision,  with  a 
imall  and  slighilv-curved  knife.  At  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  Bethune,  the  lid 
was  now  suffered  to  close  for  a  minute,  the  hook  of  course  being  removed 
from  the  conjunctiva.  Upon  raising  the  lid,  the  muscle  was  reached  with 
the  bluot  hook  as  easily  as  in  the  preceding  cases,  and  divided  with  the 
scissors.  The  eye  became  immediately  straight.  She  has  the  left  eye  now 
bandaged,  and  is  directed  to  turn  the  right  eye  frequently  out,  no  applica- 
tion whatever  being  made  to  it. 

This  operation  occupied  not  more  than  three  minntes,  including  the  time 
that  the  lids  were  closed,  and  was,  I  believe,  less  painful  than  usual,  in  con- 
aeqoence  of  removiog  the  sharp  hook  and  closing  the  eye  before  tbe  musole 
was  taken  up  on  tbe  blunt  book.  The  curved  kaifs  is  preferable  to  the 
straight  one,  inasmuch  as  a  larger  incision  may  be  made  with  one  cat,  and 
when  the  lid  is  raised  without  a  speculum,  the  curved  knife  ta  brought  out 
at  ihe  upper  part  of  the  incision  without  interfering  with  the  finger  of  the 
person  who  raises  the  lid. 

6lb.    A  slight  tendency  outward  in  the  right  eye,  which  may  yet  b* 


.  .Coogic 


2^  Anuriean  MulietU  InttUigmtetr. 

luroed  io  hj  an  effort  or  ibe  pativDt.  Very  little  pain,  but  a  heavy  senntion 
ID  the  ejre.  To-day  ibe  eye  operated  on  lo  be  turned  ia  at  far  aod  ae  ofte* 
aa  poasible. 

7lb.  Bye  airBightj  aad  lo  be  leA  to  itaelf  uucorered.  Double  Tisioa 
yesterday,  and  occatioDally  to-day. 

17th.  A  elighl  iaclinaiioa  inward.  Left  eye  to  be  bandaged,  and  tlw 
right  turned  Torcibly  out. 

g4ih.  The  eye  is  now  a^in  airaisht,  and  has  been  so  tiDce  lait  dale. 
The  wonod  in  [he  coajuDctua  i*  nearly  cicatrised. 

When  speaklog  of  an  eye  as  perfectly  airaight,  it  ia  not  meant  that  lodi- 
ing  in  some  one  drreclioa,  as,  for  inslaaee,  far  to  the  right  ch  leA,  a  iriSing 
want  of  correapondenee  in  ibe  axes  of  the  eyes  may  not  be  detected  by  a 
close  obMrrer;  but  that,  looking  as  the  person  ordinarily  does,  at  objeela  ia 
front  of  him,  the  cornea  is  midway  between  the  inner  and  onter  caatfans, 
looking  forwards.  With  this  understanding,  the  results  of  ihe  shore  six 
cases  may  be  thu^  stared :  In  four  the  squint  is  remoTed,  in  two  it  is  essen- 
tially improTed.  In  every  case  tIsiod  is  benefited  more  or  less.  In  one  of 
the  anccessful  cases  ■  second  division  was  made;  and  in  one  of  the  two 
partially  successful  cases  ibe  operation  is  lo  be  repealed.  The  speculoai 
was  employed  in  three  cases,  and  in  three  the  lids  were  raised  by  the  finger 
of  an  assistant.  In  two  cases'  ihe  doublis  hook  was  used  to  evert  the  glwe, 
and  in  four  it  was  dispensed  with. 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL  NOTICES. 

Profuior  HuMtmCa  Introductory  Ltcture.* 
The  members  of  the  class  of  the  Jefierson  Medical  College  acted  with 
judgment  in  requesting  a  copy  of  Professor  Huston's  eiceileDl  lecinre  for 
publication.  It  was  well  foe  them  to  obtain  in  a  more  durable  form  ibe  aound 
precepts  and  instruction  of  an  able  and  favourite  preceptor.  The  object  of  the 
professor  was  to  lay  before  ihem  a  brief  sketch  of  the  interesting  department 
enlrasled  to  him  in  rbe  school  lo  which  be  is  attached, — ro  give  to  the 
young  obstetrical  inqairer  a  sketch  of  the  difficulties  that  beset  him ;  and  at 
the  same  time  of  the  interesting  and  important  nalare  of  the  trust  that  de- 
volves apon  him.  On  this  subject  we  shall  permit  Ihe  estimable  author  ro 
■peak  for  himself: 

"  It  ia  our  good  fortune  lo  live,  geDllemen,  in  an  age  which  is  unparalleled 
for  the  wide  and  rapid  extension  of  every  depattment  of  human  knowledge. 
All  the  arts  and  sciences  ere  now  cultiTated  to  an  extent  unknown  at  any 
former  period.  Nor  in  the  revolutions  which  ate  going  on  around  as,  has 
the  broad  Geld  of  medicine  been  suffered  to  lie  an  uncultivated  and  barren 
waste.    Certainly  at  no  former  lime  has  the  science  presented  an  aspect  so 

<  In  one  oT  thcM  eases,  It  nuy  bo  remamberad,  it  was  usmI  only  lo  erart  Ibe  gMe 
previoui  to  Iho  division  of  the  internsi  rectos,  Iha  luperior  oblique  being  divided  witb- 
oDt  it,  Bfler  the  division  of  the  Rr*t  muscto  hsd  enibled  the  iialienl  lo  tori)  the  aya 
perlislly  out. 

*  Inlrodactorj  Lecture  to  the  Course  of  Obstclrici,  ind  DiiienKa  of  Women  snd 
Children,  in  JefferHM  Medical  Colteie  of  Phitadelphi*.  for  tho  Seuion  oriS40-4t.  By 
R.  H .  Heston.  H.  D.,  Professor  of  Obstetric*  and  Ihe  Diseaici  of  Women  and  Children 
in  Jefbrson  Mediea]  College,  Senior  Physicisn  to  tiie  Lying.in  Department  of  the  Phi- 
ladelpfala  Hbs^tal,  Felbw  of  lb*  CoU^  at  Physkitm,  and  Ronnrary  Member  of  the 
'  Pbikdelphia  Hedioal  Sooiety,  As.  PoUlshed  by  tho  Members  of  the  dasa.  Svo,  pp^ 
98.    PUIadalrhia,  1840. 
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iaUreMing  u  at  ihe  pr«MDi  noineiit.  UmBjr  of  iu  cultiralon  are  duiio- 
guiahed  for  bold  ioquity  aod  profoued  obier?alioD,  and  discovenea  and  in- 
proremeDtt  are  ihe  ilaily  ftuils  of  ibeir  labours.  Chemiatry,  naiural  philoao- 
phy,  mecbaaici,  all  ibearisand  kindred  science*,  are  aiding  to  accelerate 
ita  pTogreat.  The  press  teems  with  matter.  Eisayi,  full  of  learning  and 
deep  inrestigatioD,  on  nearly  every  imporiant  subject,  pour  in  opon  ni  from 
tfaeTarioos  quarters  of  the  globe,  almost  too  rapidly  lo  admit  of  being  read. 

"  Bat  every  raiihful  picture  present*  iia  dark  ibades,  a*  well  as  its  beagtj- 
fully  coloured  figures;  and  ibis  is  also  true  in  the  present  instance.  Many 
of  the  statements  whicb  are  daily  eubmlited  to  our  notice  have  no  better 
foundation  tbao  weak  credulity  or  base  imposture.  Of  tbe  ao  called  ayaiem* 
and  theories  whicb  are  pompously  set  fortb  lo  eballenge  oar  aceeptaDce,  not 
a  few  may  be  denounced  ai  wild  vagaries  or  groundless  hypotbeaes;  and 
while  we  are  conliDually  teceiring,  from  all  quarters,  valuable  additioaa  to 
our  stock  of  knowledge,  we  are  deluged  ibrougb  the  aame  ebannels  wilb 
mncb  that  it  calculated  to  mislead  the  young,  and  confound  the  taespc 
rieoeed. 

"In  the  abort  period  usually  allotted  to  the  acquiring  of  a  madieal  edncB- 
tion,  at  least  in  this  country,  it  is  not  to  be  sunwted  that  a  ftudenl  can 
enter  profoundly  into  the  seteral  brancbas ;  still  leas  can  it  b«  esMctad  of 
him  to  wade  through  the  ponderous  lomea  and  endless  periodicals  wbiab 
emanate  from  tbe  press,  and  select  whatever  is  naefnl  to  be  known,  and 
reject  that  which  is  not.  This  task  requires  mora  lima  and  atteniioii  than 
be  can  demote  to  any  tingle  subject,  as  well  as  a  degree  of  experiance  and 
knowledge  wbicb  can  only  be  attained  by  riper  years  and  personal  obaerra- 
lion.  To  his  preceptors,  therefore,  the  student  must  look  for  the  means  of 
supply  ing  this  deficiency ;  and  especially  to  tbose  to  whom  is  aaaignad  the 
important  duty  of  giring  public  instruction  on  the  several  brancbes  deematl 
essential  to  qualify  caudioates  for  professional  usefulness. 

"  The  branch  whicb  it  is  my  duty  to  teach,  allow  me  to  say,  lacks  none 
of  th«  interest  possessed  bj  the  other  diTisioni  of  our  science.  In  improre- 
ment,  it  has  kept  pace  with  the  test — in  importance,  it  holds  eqnat  rank 
with  any.  Knierlainiog  this  higb  estimate  of  it,  it  is  my  purpcM,  in  ilie 
ensuing  course,  lo  press  atrongljr  on  your  mind*  tbe  deep  necessity  of  tho- 
roughly comprehending  its  principles;  and  to  enable  you  to  do  to,  1  shall 
n^ecl  no  means,  within  roy  power,  of  explaining  and  illustrating  tbe  a»- 
ttnal  facts  which  constitute  its  elements,  so  ibal  you  may  undetatand  and 
appreciate  their  importance. 

"  Beside  obstetrics,  our  course  will  embrace  the  consideration  of  Ihe  more 
importanl  diseases  of  females  and  of  infants  daring  tbe  month,  botbofwhieh 
comprise  gubjecis  of  the  greatest  interest. 

"The  lesions  of  the  female  organs,  embraced  wiibin  our  range  of  stndy, 
are  among  the  gravest  tbai  occur.  Oflen  concealed  until  concealment  be- 
eoroes  impossible,  the  medical  adviser  is  too  frequently  called  only  in  lime 
to  witness  ravages  whicb  he  cannot  Ktay,  and  to  dispel  the  delusive  hopes 
of  a  confiding  patient.  Under  more  faTonrable  circumstances,  however, 
delieate  as  is  the  structure  of  these  oigans,  tbe  disorders  to  which  they  are 
liable  are  not  less  amenable  to  the  resources  of  our  art  iban  those  of  other 
important  parts.  It  is  especially  in  this  department  of  onr  acience  that  the 
labours  of  recent  observers  have  most  enlarged  oar  knowledge. 

"The  eitensive  cvmpathetic  deiangemenis  incident  to  pregnancy  are 
sometimes  axceedingly  severe,  and  very  seriously  affect  Ihe  health  and  com- 
fort of  Ihe  female,  and  that  innependenily  of  any  appreciable  change  of  strac- 
tare  in  ibe  safiering  orgsnt.  These  eases,  in  various  degrees  of  severity. 
beii>f  of  daily  oecurrenee,  arc  fVeqnent  objects  of  the  phyeician'a  care,  ana 
iberefore  eonsiitnle  proper  sobjccta  for  our  consideration.  One  class  of 
these,  of  which  ibe  uierua  is  tbe  undoubted  seal,  are  especially  entitled  lo 
oat  most  aerioua  attention ; — I  mean  iba  mcatal  inSoenees  dependeal  on  tbe 
irrilaliona  of  that  organ  from  gealalion.    The  aereter  eatca,  in  which  reason 
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is  eniirelv  subverted,  alarm  at  once  the  frienda  of  the  ijuffcrpr,  and  therefore 
KceWe  the  prompt  aasisliDce  of  our  art ;  but  It  is  the  slighter  rather  than 


._-  T  forms  of  these  affections,  that  claim  onr  sj^mpatby  and  regard. 

"That  man  is  but  partially  instructed  in  the  baslness  of  bis  profession, 
who  looks  upon  the  practice  of  medicine  as  an  art  bv  which  ceitain  phf  steal 
agents  are  broufrht  to  act  apoo  the  purely  physical  afaerrarioos  of  the  humao 
frame^  aod  is  neglectful  of  those  ptiy  si  co-moral  influences  that  modify,  and 
occationall]' disorder,  the  functions  of  every  vital  organ,  and  the  not  less 
renurbable  reaction  of  organic  disease  upon  the  menial  energy  and  moral 
raaponsibilily  of  the  indiridual. 

"Of  the  many  causes  of  oneasinesa  and  family  disqaiet  which  tend  to 
embitter  the  current  of  domestic  life,  the  most  dimculi  of  comprehension  to 
common  obserrers,  as  well  as  of  correction,  are  tho!<e  irregularities  of  temper 
aad  behaTioni  ibat  result  from  the  deransemenls  of  ihe  uterine  function. 

"To  yield  to  all  the  follies  of  a  morbitTap  petite — nil  Ihe  requisitions  of  an 
hkbitDaf  self-indulgence— woold  be  a  silly  and  very  culpable  weakness  oa  ibe 
fwrt  of  those  on  whom  deTolres  the  duty  of  administering  advice  and  eser- 
eiaiiiB  eoniral ;  but  anquestionably  much  unhappiness  in  aomestic  life  occa- 
eiontlly  originates  from  tbe  ineapaeitr  of  those  immediately  interested  !o 
appreciate  rightly  the  pbysico-moral  failings  of  the  suffering  female.  The 
imtabillty  of  temper,  the  unreasonable  demands,  the  vitiated  appetite,  and 
various  troablesome  affections  very  commonly  observed  during  gesijtion, 
and  ocoasionslly  daring  temporary  derangements  of  the  menstrual  function, 
ate  but  rarely  viewed  by  the  young  and  inexperienced  as  the  evjden'^es  ot 
diaease.  Too  freqnently,  on  the  contrary,  they  are  looked  upon  as  mere  in- 
dulgencea  of  self-will,  and  a  vicious  disposition.  Tht:  present,  however,  is 
not  the  time  for  enlarging  further  upon  this  interesting  subject.     The  sym- 

idutie  disturbances'-iha  functional  derangements  which  occur— will  be 

illy  explained  when  we  come  to  consider  the  conditions  of  the  organ's  from 
wliuh  ttwy  rea»lt."— P.  2i. 
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MISCELLANEOUS  NOTICES. 

Pemuylvania  Uonpital.  Dr.  ffarria  and  Dr.  Edward  Peace.— Dt. 
Thomas  Harris,  who  has  long  and  faithfully  and  gratuitously  affonled  his 
valuable  servicea  to  this  inaliluiion,  has  resigned  his  office;  anil  Dr.  Ed- 
waid  Ptaoe,  one  of  the  Surgeon*  to  the  Philadelphia  Hospital,  bas  been 
appointed  in  his  place. 

On.  the  AUeraliona  which  Nerwtua  Fibrta  undergo  after  Dirition.  By 
Profenor  Niute,  of  Marburg-.' — Tbe  results  of  the  lengiheoed  investiga- 
tioos  which  form  the  subject  of  this  paper  may  be  briefly  staled. 

Id  frogs,  tbe  natural  average  thickness  of  the  filaments  of  the  iichialie 
nerve  is  0000416  incbj  tbe  majority  are  much  smaller:  the  tilamenls  of  tbe 
posterior  tibial  are  of  about  the  same  size)  those  of  ibe  bracbial  rather  less, 
viz.  0-00038:i5.  Tbe  smalleai  ^ize  observed  was  0-00037  or  000026,  and 
this  was  BO  common  thai  tbe  author  is  inclined  to  believe  it  to  be  the  true 
diameter  of  all  filaments  unaltered  by  eziernal  intlucnces,  or  at  ieaBt  of  one 
kind  of  them.     Tbe  limila  of  size  were  0  00037  and  OKtCHHo. 

The  filaments  above  tbe  division,  after  it  has  healed  (and  usually  about 
five  months  afier  the  operation),  are  almost  constantly  larger  than  those 
below  it.     The  average  iacieate  of  size  i*  000005  to  0-00006. 

■  Moiler'i  Arcbiv.  1SS9,  Heft  *.  p.  409 ;  and  Bril.  and  For.  Med.  Rev.,  Oct.  IMO,  p. 
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The  average  size  of  the  filaineDU  wbich  are  paratyted  bf  the  di*ision  is 
bat  little  difiVreot  from  that  of  health;  many  mooihs  after  the  operation  they 
>re  fouDd  only  a  liiile  •tnaller.  Tbeir  decrease  in  size  is  greaieat  when  the 
aaimal  is  (teoerally  much  emaciated ;  aod  is  greatest  of  all  when  the  maia 
artery  of  the  limb  ia  ditided  at  ibe  same  time  at  the  nerye. 

Arier  deslroyiog  the  conaeclion  of  a  oerve  nith  the  spinal  cord,  its  Sla- 
meols  first  lose  their  cylindrical  nppearBDce,  and  from  wrinkliDg  acquire  a 
Iransrersely  striated  appearaacr,  so  ihac  ihcy  seem  to  be  diridfd  iolo  a 
nnmfaer  of  short  pieces.  Next,  small  fat  globules  form  from  the  breaktns  irp 
of  the  medulla,  and  (he  Slameols  become  darker  and  more  opaque.  After- 
wards these  fai  globules  Doiie  Into  larger  drops,  and  then  the  walls  of  the 
oerrous  tubnli  gradually  diminiah  in  their  size. 

The  filaments  that  form  in  the  sabstaaee  by  which  the  divided  extremi- 
ties are  united  are  laihur  smaller  than  the  old  ones,  bat  in  all  respects  simi- 
lar to  neiTOUS  fibres ;  ibeir  average  diameter  is'0-000374. 

Similar  ohscrraiions  made  on  rabbits  bad  very  nearly  the  lame  results; 
but  it  was  remarked,  that  as  in  warm-blooded  aurmsls  generally  the  nnlrr- 
iton  uf  all  the  tissues  is  more  under  the  influeuee  of  the  spinal  cord  than  in 
tbc  cold-blooded,  so  here  iKe  destruction  of  ihe  divided  nerves  was  much 
more  rapid  in  rabbits  than  in  frogs;  and  that  although  kept  without  food  for 
five  months  in  the  most  nafBToiirable  season  of  the  year,  the  tatter  gave 
eviderice  of  much  more  energy  of  reparation  than  the  former,  which  were 
well  fed. 

Alihongh  (here  was  no  doobt  of  new  nervous  fibres  being  formed  between 
the  eitiemitiea  of  ibe  divided  nerves,  yet  Naeae  iMver  found  the  motion  or 
sensalioD  return  in  the  paralysed  limbs,  though  he  sometimes  kept  the  ani- 
mal for  three  quarters  of  a  year.  He  imagines  that  in  the  cases  in  which 
others  have  seen  sucb  a  restoration  of  power,  the  divided  portions  must  have 
been  at  once  placed  in  eiact  apposition,  so  tbat  the  filaments  could  not  lose 
their  oily  conienia;  for  he  clearly  determined  thai  the  least  alteration  in  the 
tirnclare  of  a  filamsDi  ia  sufficient  to  destroy  its  conducting  power. 

On  Cramp  oj'the  TVngne.  By  Dr.  Hoffman,  ofSvhl.' — A  person  svSet- 
ing  from  chronic  gout  came  to  me  in  great  distress  for  my  immediate  assial- 
■nce,  saying  that  since  tbe  previous  day  he  bad  had  four  attacks  of  aueh 
severe  cramp  of  the  tongue,  ibat  it  had  been  completely  rolled  inwards  to- 
wards the  frenum.  The  frenum  itself  also  was  extremely  painful.  During 
the  iitack,  which  lasted  from  tea  lo  fifteen  minutea,  he  was  unable  to  speak, 
and  could  only  niter  hollow  expressions  of  pain;  he  fell  also  eonsiderabla 
constriction  of  the  chest.  Ai  be  was  a  full-blooded  man,  I  ordered  bim  lo 
be  largely  bled,  ro  abstain  rigidly,  to  lake  nitre  with  ipecacuan  and  aconite, 
and  to  use  as  a  gargle  an  emulsion  with  laudanum.  He  bad  only  one  alight 
•Hack  after  the  use  of  these  measures. 

Cci»e  of  JHenslrualio  Rtddiva.  By  Dr.  PeUrten.* — A  healthy  woman, 
aged  seventy-nine,  was  seized  on  the  26lh  of  March  with  ulerioe  pains; 
these  lasting  a  few  days,  were  terminated  by  a  hemorrhagic  discbarge.  On 
ibe  23d  of  April  sbe  was  again  affected  in  ibe  same  way,  tbe  discharge  ap- 
pearing on  the  25lh,  and  continuing  four  Jays.  Since  tbat  period,  (twelve 
months  ago)  sbe  has  regularly  merulruatea. 

[Thore  are  several  cases  on  record  in  which  the  menstrual  periods  have 
been  regularly  continued  until  seventy,  eigbiy,  and  ninety  years  of  age.  It 
has  been  said  ^Locock)  that  such  cases  are  not  genuine  cases  xif  menstrua- 
tion, but  ungumeous  discbarges  arising  from  uterine  disease.    But  we  have 

>  Medicinische  ZeiluoE,  Jnne  3, 1640 ;  and  Brit,  and  For.  MmI.  Rev.,  Ool.  1840,  p. 
557. 
'  KUiothek  for  I.nger,  Feb.  1640 ;  and  Briu  tod  For.  Mad.  Bsv.,  0«.  1840,  p.  fiGO. 
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ai  tbi»  momsDt  ■  Hiy  agred  aixirtwo  DDder  oar  eare,  who  regularly  mea- 
eimaiea  without  aay  symptoB  of  uieriae  disease.  A  mo*i  extraordiiiaf7 
case,  siniiltr  lo  ibal  or  Dr.  Peteraeo's,  is  given  by  Velasquez,  of  TareDtntn, 
of  tbe  abbess  of  Moaricaro,  who,  at  the  ege  of  106,  aAer  a  aerer«  illaes*, 
had  a  recurrenre  of  the  calameDia;  and  uot  oolf  ibis,  a  oew  set  of  teeth 
and  a  fresh  bead  of  bair  appeared !] 

On  the  Itch  in  AduUa  and  in  Children.  By  Dr.  Krmue,  Phytidan  to 
Ike  Poor  in  Dantzic.'—'The  chief  object  of  this  paper  is  to  prore  the  in- 
separable coDoection  between  itch  and  the  acari,  which  many  hare  sap- 
posed  to  be  only  occasionallv  pieieot  in  that  disease.  The  author  ptes 
examples  to  prove,  what  we  oelieve  has  not  been  before  noticed,  that  the 
disease  maf  exist  m  those  who  wash  themselves  vtty  often,  or  who  have 
Tery  tou^h  skins,  without  *iiv  eruption ;  the  itching  and  the  power  of  eom- 
■nanication  may  be  present,  but  no  lisible  sign  ot  the  dlsonler  may  exist 
except  the  burrows  of  the  insects.    The  following  ate  bis  cases: 

1.  A  journeyman  tailor  had  three  weeks  preriousty  slept  with  a  comrade 
who  had  the  itch.  He  came  lo  me  with  a  buirow  in  his  left  index  finger, 
from  which  I  drew  oat  an  acarus,  and  I  (hen  exsmiaed  him  moat  careftiily, 
bnt  could  disGDTer  no  trace  of  any  further  eruption. 

2.  A  servant-girl,  tbe  skin  on  whose  hand  and  foiearm  was  scarcely  in- 
ferior to  leather  in  colour  and  thickness,  complained  of  itching  in  it  By 
tbe  aide  of  the  finger  1  discovered  seven  burrows,  out  of  which  I  extracted 
three  acati ;  but  inere  was  not  a  pimple  or  a  vesicle  to  be  found  oa  the 
whole  body. 

3.  A  waiberwomsQ,  the  mother  of  a  numerous  family,  remarked  thai  her 
two  youngeit  children  weie  constantly  scralehio^  themselves  and  bad  an 
eruption  on  their  hands.  She  showed  me  the  children,  and  they  had  dis- 
tinct itch,  but  she  denied  having  it  herself  j  she  allowed,  however,  that  she 
had  sonetimes  felt  ao  ilcbiog  tn  the  fingers  and  arms,  but  she  had  never 
remarked  any  vesicle.  This  statement  was  correct,  for  on  the  Gagers,  which 
had  a  kind  of  Tarnished  appearance  from  the  constant  action  of  the  hot 
water  and  the  soap-ley,  I  could  find  no  etupiioD,  though  there  were  several 
borrows,  from  which  i  pulled  onl  four  acari.  On  further  questioning,  it 
appeared  that  the  woman  had  long  noticed  these,  but  had  thought  noibing 
of  them  because  there  were  no  vesicles. 

There  are  only  two  cases,  tbe  author  says,  in  which  one  would  not  have 
m  right  to  maiatain  that  itca  did  not  exist,  when  neither  burrows  nor  acari 
be  found;  namely,  quite  at  the  beginning  of  the  disease,  and  when 
tment  has  been  employed  for  some  days  end  the  skin  is  paflislly  scaling 
oa,  so  as  10  destroy  the  barrows  and  the  acari,  but  not  the  brood,  which  may 
soon  after  generate  a  new  eruption. 

If  one  has  the  luck  to  draw  an  acarus  by  dnyligbt,  one  mav  easily  be  sure 
of  his  existence  by  cracking  him  on  the  inumb-nail;  he  mates  a  noise  just 
like,  though  weaker  than,  iW  which  bis  near  ueigbboor  The  fair  hexaped 
makes  in  ibe  same  circumstances.  Bat  if  one  brings  him  close  lo  the  flame 
of  a  candle,  he  bursts  with  a  distinct  snap. 
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PHIIadMphia  Boipliia,  HocUer.  Noroabir  Slh,  1B40. 

Abt.  I.-CABB  OF  CANOKR  OF  THE  PENIS. 

BerORTED  BY  WILLIAH  H.  U'pSEETERa,  H.  D.,  RESIDEKT  PSTaiClAN. 

Geoi^e  Dentin,  mt.  36,  born  Ia  the  itate  of  FeDQirhaaii.  Uolil  tht  year 
1837,  foiloned  tbe  occBpatroD  orboaiman  od  th«  Bosqnehaana  rirer.  la  tjie 
fall  of  that  yaar  ha  diteoTered,  on  tbe  lide  of  the  glwaa  peoig,  a  *mall  cpeck 
about  tbe  size  ofa  pJQ's  head,  which  he  deeeribeB  at  being  finn  to  the  feel, 
and  filled  with  mailer  of  a  jrellow  colour.  For  lix  or  nine  monthi  it  gave 
him  neither  pain  not  incoDrenience,  bat  coniiiined  to  grow  harder  and 
larger — being  now  about  tbe  eize  of  a  bean.  About  thii  time  he  eoOBulled 
a  pbf&icjan^  who  applied  cauiiie  to  tbe  tumour.  He  denies  ever  having  had 
either  syphilis  or  gonorrhceB.  SubtecjueDt  to  the  application  of  the  caustic, 
he  had  phimosis,  which  prevented  his  exposing  tbe  glans  penis,  or  seeing 
the  tumour,  which,  however,  could  be  fell  beneath  the  prepuce,  but  gave  no 
pain.  Tbe  inmour  iiill  continued  to  increase,  until  it  became  about  naif  the 
size  of  a  hen's  egg,  reroRintog  hard,  and  discharging  a  thick  yellow  maii«t 
from  beneath  the  prepuce,  when,  from  oudue  eiposure,  the  head  of  tbe  penis 
became  swollen,  and  of  a  dark  puiple  colour.  In  a  few  days  the  tumour 
broke  eilerDalJy  through  the  prepuce,  and  out  of  the  opening  tb«  urine 
passed,  as  well  as  a  small  quBBtiiy  of  bloody,  poralsnt  matter.  The  urine 
won  resumed  its  natural  passage,  bat  the  tumour  remained  bard,  and  dts> 
charged  a  lanious  matter.  When  injured  in  any  way,  or  when  over  heated 
from  violent  bodily  exercise,  it  would  bleed  freely.  In  this  state  it  remained 
four  or  five  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  had  a  severe  attack  of  pleu- 
rilis,  which,  according  to  fais  own  accouat,  confined  him  to  hie  bed  for  more 
than  two  months,  during  tbe  oreater  part  of  which  time  be  thinks  he  was 
out  of  his  mind.  He  is  unable  to  say  what  was  the  state  of  Ihe  tumoai 
during  this  period,  or  whether  any  thing  was  done  for  it  or  not;  but  on  a 
return  to  his  senses,  tbe  tumour  bad  almost  entirety  disappeared,  leaving  an 
opening  in  the  prepuce,  throqgk  which  Ihe  bead  of  the  penis  could  <: 
-  -     ■-•■■-•  -■      -  '■     -^  - '— '    -  oble,  V-'   -  — '- 


out.  For  eight  or  nine  months  it  gave  bim  but  little  trouble,  when,  without 
any  assignable  cause,  it  eoramenced  growing  again,  •prooling  (Vom  tbe  mar- 
f[in  of  the  opening,  and  gradnally  filling  it  up.  In  January,  1839,  he  went 
into  ihe  Poor  House  at  Harriabarg,  where  be  remained  near  a  year.  Al  tbe 
time  of  his  entry,  the  tumour  involved  the  whole  of  the  penis,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  about  an  inch  next  the  pnbes,— being  havd,  and  having  a  rongk 
snrface.  While  in  this  establish ment,  he  was  put  en  a  conne  of  mercury, 
and  tbe  vegetable  and  lunar  caustics  were  freely  applied.    On  the  Slh  July, 
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of  the  ume  rear,  it  ate  into  a  blood-*sHel,  which  bled  *o  proftiMlj  ai  to 
ptoduca  sfQcope  }-'pr«tt)'  soon  af^ar  this,  the  lamonr  itMlf  broke,  and  dis- 
charged a  large  quantity  of  puralenl  mailer,  and  became  an  open  tore.  From 
tbii  time  it  increaied  rapidly  in  size,  and  loon  inrolved  the  vhole  of  the 
penis,  the  lesticlei,  and  (he  adjoining  pans. 

March  26th,  1840,  he  entered  the  wards  of  this  hospital.  At  the  line  of 
U*  entry,  the  fore  extended  up  the  abdomen  to  within  two  inches  of  the 
umbilicus,  corering  the  whole  of  the  bypoeastric  and  the  iliac  regions  on 
either  side, — composed  of  a  number  of  lobufei  of  irregular  size  anauneTen 
surface,  of  a  light  pink  colour,  not  very  leasitiTe  to  the  touch,  and  dia- 
cbarging  a  thick  purulent  matter,  exceediugly  ofieoaiTe.  Throogboat,  hi* 
appetite  has  been  good,  and  he  has  luSered  comparatively  little  pain,  except 
when  some  article  of  food  disagreed  with  him,  at  which  time  the  sore  would 
•well  up  and  become  painfuL  Since  his  entrance  his  treatment  has  been 
altogether  pal  lis  tire.  During  the  summer  he  had  an  attack  of  dfsenterf, 
£rom  ibe  eneccs  of  which  he  never  recovered.    Died  Nov.  5tb,  1840. 

Appearatice*  tkirty-aix  kourt  after  ({ea(A.— Throughout  ibe  uppet  lobe 
of  ine  right  lung  a  slight  deposit  of  tnbercalsr  matter  was  found,  together 


with  strong  adhesions  between  the  pleura  pulmonalis  and  the  plei 
Heart.— Enuaion  into  Ibe  pericardipm  of  about  gisi  of  serum,  witn  ainon 
nous  patches  over  the  surface  of  the  heart.    Liver  slightly  affected  with  e 


rhoais,  but  of  natural  size.  A  mioute  injection  of  ri 
brane  of  the  stomach;  towards  the  cardiac  orifice  patches  of  congestion  of 
the  submucous  coat,  and  softening  of  mucous  membrane.  Intestines  slightly 
injeclcd,  and  ralrulK  connireoies  enlarged.  Mesenteric  glands  of  natural 
size,  and  anallered.    Kidneys  normal. 

It  was  a  mailer  of  surprise,  in  this  case,  that  no  appearance  whateTer  of 
seirrhous  deposit  was  found  in  any  part  of  the  body.  It  aflbrda  a  strong 
example  of  purely  local  cancer,— where  the  disease  spends  it*  whole  fbree 
ftxlernally,  without  in  ihe  slightest  degree  interfering  with  the  mora  rital 
functions. 


For  iki  AiuriUB  tUdiuil  iBMnifincti. 
Anx.  II.— ON  NEUROPATHIC  EXCITEMENT, 
nr  BEKMMiti  R.  aoQAH,  n.  o.' 

Cuntridfe,  Dallu  Oowtr,  Ala..  Dec  t,  ISM. 

We  are  told  by  high  authority  in  medicine,  that  the  term  "deblliiy  ha* 
slain  its  thousands ;"  and  it  has  almost  become  an  axiom,  that  increased 
heat  and  excited  circulation  of  the  blood  require  debilitating  or  rerulsive 
remedies.  Polysmia  or  hyperxmia  are  supposed,  erroneoDsly,  to  exist  ia 
all  case*  of  exalted  vital  actions.  The  influence  of  the  sentient  and  motor 
aytiems,  the  cerebro-spinal  axis,  and  the  lympathetic,  have  been  overlo<Aed 
100  frequently  in  the  practice  ofmedieine.  To  the  labours  of  Marshal  Hall, 
Abetcrombie,  ±e.,  the  profession  is  indebted  for  the  means  nf  a  correct  diag- 
nosis of  many  conditions  prsriously  unknown.  To  your  own  most  excellent 
treatise  upon  general  theraneuiics  am  I  indebted  for  ihe  principlea,  mainly, 
that  hare  enabled  me  to  aiscriminale  the  condition  of  nenropallue  txcite- 
ment. 

The  symptoms  of  this  condition  simulate  ihoee  of  power  of  the  riul 
(iarees,  or  inflammation  of  vital  oi^im.  The  vital  aetions  and  suseeplibili- 
ties  are  greatly  exalted,  there  is  great  imprcssibiliiy  to  sedative*,  and  great 
tolerance  of  slimolanta. 
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NenroiMthie  excitement  i%  deraloped  in  individuals  of  the  nervooi  tam- 
perametit,  wheoerer  the  rital  ener^et  ue  ionetTaled  to  a  certun  extent, 
whether  it  be  from  defect  of  Dalritioo,  the  ludden  or  gradual  withdrawal 
of  a  large  quBotity  of  blood,  or  the  long  coDliDDed  orer-excited  state  of  the 
(entoriuin  bjr  mental  anxiety,  or  the  worn  uyi  powers  of  life  in  protracted 
ferers.  I  hare  treated  il  in  all  conditiona  of  life,  and  at  all  a([es,  from 
tlie  nursling, 

"  Mewling  and  pabJDK  in  the  nurae's  arms," 

to  (he  "lean  and  slippered  pantaloon"  of  eighty.  The  aympioma  are  pain 
in  the  loi>  of  the  head,  throbbing  in  the  temples,  hot,  dry,  and  sbriTeled 
■kinj — qoick,  regoler,  *oU,  hard,  ibrobhing,  full,  email,  gaieons  pulse,  vary' 
ing  in  every  thing  else  except  frequency,  in  the  course  of  an  hour.  Rest- 
lessness, heat,  thirst, — tongue  dry  or  moist,  heavy,  sofi,  dean,  or  furred, 
often  red  at  the  point,  ana  Tesiculaled, — sometimes  pale,  and  often  semi- 
Iranipaient.  Bowels  generallv  r^nlar,  sometimes  diarrhoea, — conntenance 
uaiTersally  pale,  and  the  lips  blue  or  purple.  The  eye  is  uniformly  bright, 
nnnaturally  Drillianl  in  the  first  periods, — adnata  gliateoin^,  and  pupils  most 
generally  dilated,  but  sometimes  contracted.  If  the  eonditioa  be  not  reliercd, 
Of  aggraTaled,  as  is  most  usually  the  case,  by  the  administration  ot  rtmedieM, 
to  the  pain  and  ibrofabing  in  tbe  leroples  delirium  supetTenes,  titmitut  auri- 
INK,  ttAtttUut  tenditmm,  frenzy,  and  finally,  coma  and  coatracled  pupils, — 
iaroluntary  discharges,  picking  at  (he  bed'clotbes,  stertorous  breathiag,  and 
death.  Previously,  ibe  circulation  becomes  more  and  more  rapid,  from  40 
to  100, — the  arteries  are  empty,  tbe  veins  turgid,— tbe  iaiemal  jugular  at  tbe 
inner  canthus  of  the  eye  is  disteaded,  and  the  couoienaoce  deadly  pale. 

I  can  better  illustrate  this  condition  by  reporting  a  synopsis  of  a  few  cases, 
and  the  treatment  pursued  in  each : 

Casi  I. — A  mulatto  girl,  aged  about  ten  years  i  in  the  summer  of  I63& 
bad  a  severe  attack  of  congestive  fever.  Indammation  of  the  stomach  and 
bowels  socceeded.  In  ten  days  she  was  convalescent,  viz.  alt  her  functions 
.were  natural.  1  directed  mild  nourishment,  and  discoatinued  my  visits.  In 
iwo  days  I  was  called  to  her.  Found  her  with  full,  hard  pulse,  beating  up- 
wards of  120  in  »  minute,  hot,  dry  skin,  white  fur  on  tbe  tongue,  and  violent 
pain  in  the  head.  She  waa  bled,  cupped,  and  treated  reruTsively,  without 
any  permanent  relief;  and  io  four  days  she  died,  with  symptoms  of  eflbsioB 
on  the  brain. 

CxsE  2. — In  a  similar  ease  (same  year)  of  age,  sex.  race,  and  lempeia- 
ment,  I  treated  the  case  in  aecordance  with  csiablisoed  principles.  Thn 
ease  was  neglected  for  two  weeks,  during  which  time  she  took  no  mercurial 
preparation,  and  she  became  severely  salivated  from  10  grs.  of  Frolocblor. 
Hyd.  taken  at  my  first  visit.  SofteoiD^  of  tbe  uvula  and  soft  palate  ensued. 
For  two  weeks  atierwards  sbe  had  continued  fever, — skin  bot  and  dry,  pulse 
130,  pain  is  the  bead,  aud  a'dry,  hoary  appearancecf  ibeapexof  the  longue. 
Having  almost  exhausted  the  resources  of  the  art  on  tbe  principle  of  hypersE- 
mic  excitement,  white  wine  wbey  ad  lUnCum  was  directed  for  her.  Much 
to  my  satitfactioB,  in  two  hours  after  the  change  of  treatment,  and  when 
about  i'lr  of  the  whey  had  been  taken,  I  fouoa  my  patient  with  soli  skin 
and  pulse  100,  tongue  moist,  and  all  ber  symptoms  improviog.  The  wine 
was  continued  and  with  milk  grael :  she  recovered  rapidly  and  perfectly. 

Case  3. — Mrs.  H****,  aged  20,  of  sanguine  nervous  temperament,  had 
three  paroxysms  of  a  quotidian  intermittent  a  week  before  ber  confinement 
with  her  third  child.  She  bad  for  four  years  suffered  much  with  dyspepsia, 
and  pain  in  the  anterior  lobes  of  the  brain.  Her  labour  was  accomplished 
in  fifteen  hours,  but  owing  to  the  shortness  of  the  funis,  tbe  placenta  was 
deUched  wilb  tbe  expulsion  of  the  child,  and  about  ^xx  of  blood  was  lost. 
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•ha  miBeni  a  good  dni  fr«n  ftAcr-paiu,  aid  alept  bnt  lillh  dwing  the  aiflit 
■ft«T  b«T  eoafinamcat,  which  took  picea  oa  the  aOth  of  Salj. 
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snail  and  quick,— graat  thirat,  pain  id  tba  head,  and  throbbnc  in  ilia  tan 
■lea.  Diftcl  aalpli.  morpb.  i  of  a  graia  with  6  ^int  camph.  at  4  p.  H. 
She  beeana  traaqait,  pulte  190,  akia  aoft,  and  thirat  reliered  ia  an  boor 
after  the  drattgbL 

Aa^.  1.  Id  Ike  norninf  aba  was  fte*  froto  cxcitemepj,  nod  appeatanca 
pTOmiMDg.  In.ihe  sflernoao  ibe  excitemeat  returned  with  increased  intea- 
aiif.    To  the  pain  ia  the  head  were  added  iiimitut  ottnuiM  and  tnbtuUu* 


8h«  loak  the  morpb.  and  caiapb.  aad  a  wise  gUsa  of  port  wine  whejr 


Aa{.  2.  Tb<  patiaal  beeama  tranquil,  akin  moial,  and  pain  aad  ibrobbinc 
in  the  temples  reliered  about  0  o'clock  last  niibt.  Haa  takes  one  bottle  of 
•ort  wine  since  rMterdar-    Diraet  ber  lo  take  cofiee  aad  toaK  bcead  for 


areafcrast 
3d  and  dtb.  . 

tenaiif,  and  the  patjeat  took  a  bottle  orpottwiaedaritif  the  period  of  f(Nat- 
att  beat  of  skia  and  reitlessnest.  Up  to  ifaii  time  the  had  no  action  in  iba 
bowels,  the  lochia  weie  moderate,  and  at  the  subsidence  of  the  eioitemeat 
to-oight,  I  thought  she  would  be  conralescenL  A  Seidlita  powder  had  beea 
administered,  and,  unknown  lo  me,  she  had  drunk  lome  rery  strong  sassa* 
fras  tea,  for  the  purpose  of  iaorcasiur  the  lochial  discharge.  It  certaialf 
bad  the  effect  lo  do  *o,  for  she  flooded  38  or  3 10,  and  bad  two  alvine  aTaco- 
alioDs  of  a  bealifay  character, 

Stb.  The  paroxysm  yesteidar  was  lighter,  and  terminated  earlier.  At 
one  o'elock  this  moTDing,  after  tne  operation  of  the  aperieat  and  the  flow  of 
blood  from  the  womb,  my  patient  became  very  bot,  ikin  dry  lod  shrireled, 
pulse  144,  small,  hard,  solt.  and  teose,  varying  erery  half  hoar.  She  com- 
pbined  of  riolenl  pain  in  tne  head,  back,  and  limbi ;  tinnUu*  aurium,  and 
frenzy  succeeded.  I  was  not  apprised  of  the  loss  of  blood,  and  the  symp- 
toms ware  so  alarming,  that  1  hesitated  in  mr  course,  and  feared  I  had  been 
niitakcn  in  my  diagnoaii.  Until  1  p.  m.  I  did  aoihiag.  Then  I  resolved 
lo  bleed.  I  eonlod  ilie  arm  and  took  about  |6  of  blood.  The  skin  beeama 
•oft,  aad  the  restlessnesa  was  relieved.  At  8  p.  ■.  there  was  lethargy^  bat 
my  patient  could  be  aroused.  I  applied  a  rup  to  each  leaiple,  and  alilwlcr 
to  the  nape  of  the  neck.  Not  more  than  |i  of  blood  was  taken  by  the  cups, 
hut  there  was  great  apparent  relief.  The  patient  was  sensible  and  conversed 
rationally,  and  appeared  much  relieved.  She  slept  all  night,  bat  it  waa 
more  a  stupor  than  natntal  repose.    Patie  still  very  freiiaenL 

6lh.  The  blister  drew  well,— the  bowels  have  acted  once  or  twioe  a  day, 
Ibe  disehargea  are  natnral.  She  ia  now  restless,  muttering,  speecbleas,  baa 
mtlfuUu»  tendinumi  passes  her  fBcas  and  urine  involuntarily,— occasionally 
there  ia  stertor,  tba  eye*  half  open,  pupils  very  maeh  eoalracled,— skiu  hot, 
dry,  and  ihiivaled^ — veins  distsaded,  pulse  144.  Has  had  aiaapisms  ap- 
plied during  the  nigbi  to  the  aimi  and  legs,  to  the  nnmbet  of  10  or  13,  to 
the  back  and  epiffastric  region. 

At  10  o'clock  fdirected  wioe*to  be  given.  She  could  not  swallow,  bat  it 
—•■»  poured  into  the  month  by  ibe  teaspoonfut,  and  occasionally  she  t—'-* 


swallow.    At  13  there  was  no  ebange  in  the  symptoms.    Peach  brandy 

'log,  and  a  leaspooofQl  of  .      , 

was  given  every  half  hour,  and  the  brandy  discontinaed.    At  10  o'clock  she 


toddy  was  snbslituted  for  the  wine.    At  2  o'clock  there  was  not  avita  ao 
-uch  (f—     .        -         "      -  .  ....  ■•      . 


much  difficolly  of  swallowing,  and  a  teaspooofol  of  the  comp.  sp.  lav. 
was  given  every  half  hour,  and  the  brandy  discontinaed.  At  10  o'clock  she 
became  sensible,  and  at  12  at  night  she  could  speak.  Strong  bot  coffee, 
milk  gruel,  and  beef  tea  were  given  occasionally,  and  wine  or  peach  brandy 
toddy  ai  often  as  she  would  late  them.  A  suppository  of  opium  was  admi- 
nistered at  S  p.  M.  in  order  to  restrain  alvine  dischargee. 
7lh.    She  rested  and  slept  occasionally.   After  12  last  n^l  took 
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(MM  or  •tiamlaata  itcit  hoar.  Osti  her  tt  1  p.  m.  5  grt.  ralph.  qnln.  tnd 
repeated  trtTj  (brae  hoara,  nnlil  it  prodneed  a  bDZzing  ia  the  ears.  At  IS 
o'clock  lo-iiaf  she  bad  a  hdmiJod  of  amBbneBa  and  lose'of  Beosibility.   Tha 

Iaioine  and  stimulaais  arrested  or  prerented  the  eicilement  tbat  maid 
are  followed.  Tbejr  were  both  contiaiied  during  cbe  nigfal  aad.Dexl  dajr 
IB  smaller  doses  and  poitioas.  At  the  tame  boar  oq  ibe  6tb  she  had  tbe 
same  aeoseiioDs.    After  this  her  recorerjr  has  been  rapid. 

Remark*  im  t&e  ca«e  ofMrt.  H.—lX  was  not  until  the  9th  day  of  Aagnst 
that  the  pulse  receded  to  its  natural  frequency,  and  on  this  day  tiie  bowela 
were  emptied  by  an  enema  of  soap  aad  warm  water. 

This  case  was  badly  treated.  The  recurrence  of  the  paroxysms  might 
have  been  prcTenied  by  15  or  20  %n.  of  nuinine  ndminiitered  at  any  period 
dnriag  the  sweating  stage  of  the  paroxysms.  The  flow  of  tbe  lochra  and 
tbe  operaiion  of  the  aperient  sgf^rarated  the  nenrapaihia  under  which  she 
labonred.  The  paiient  was  very  near  and  dear  to  me,  and  my  feelings  were 
•o  much  interested  that  I  coold  not  rely  cm  mj  jui^menl,  aad  I  was  so 
•itnated  thai  1  coald  obtain  no  aid  to  enlighten  me.  The  bleeding  relieved 
seme  symptoms,  bnt  only  by  prostrating  the  sensibiKtias  of  the  nerTOOs  sys- 
tem. Theapplieatioi]  of  the  scarification,  by  the  stimolnsof  pain,  for  a  tine 
aroased  the  sensibiliiies  and  energies  of  ihe  nervuus  system.  The  arleria- 
lisation  of  blood  was  effected,  and  the  powers  of  life  were  reanimated. 
There  was  not  enoagh  blood  drawn  to  increase  the  debility  to  any  marlied 
extent.  But  during  the  nigbt,  whea  she  slept,  the  nerToas  energy  was  lesa 
active, — the  blood  accumulated  in  the  tpIde, — Detvons  congestion  in  the 
brain  was  ibe  consequence.  Tbe  internal  jugular,  at  Ibe  inner  csnthas.  was 
turgid, — the  arteries  were  empty,  and  Ihe  presence  of  so  much  bisck  blood 
in  the  cerebro-Spinsl  ails  was  fast  obtiieraliog  the  remnants  of  nerrons  ex- 
citabilitT.  Ana  not  ontil  I  despaired  of  ber  recovery,  and  knew  1  conld  not 
obuin  the  professional  services  on  which  I  relied,  did  1  adopt  that  energetic 
coorse  of  sliniulaiion  and  recuperation  of  Ihe  physical  and  tital  ene^es, 
which  will  alone  relieve  Ihe  paihott^ical  eondition  under  consideration. 

Case  4. — Mrs.  ****,  aged  SI,  sanguine  bilioas  nervous  temperament. 
Had  violent  pain  in  her  head  on  Batardav,— was  bled  about  JSO,  and 
was  delivered  on  Sunday  of  her  third  chilo.  Had  fever  on  Monday  aod 
Tuesday.  Called  in  a  physician,  who  gave  her  calomel  and  Dover's  pow- 
der,—took  a  pint  of  blood  from  the  arm.  The  calomel  was  followed  by  a 
dose  of  castor  oil,  which  operated  eight  or  ten  time*,  prodaeing  free  and 
eopio us  watery  passages.  On  Wednesday  and  Thursday  complained  of  great 
pain  in  the  head  aad  throbbing  in  the  temples.  Had  hot,  dry  skin,  poise  140, 
great  restlessness  and  delirium.  When  1  was  called  to  her  at  6  p.  m,,  Thurs- 
day, she  was  speechless,  insensible,  and  picking  at  the  bedclothes, — skin 
dry,  pupils  natoral,  longae  soft  with  a  slight  blown  for,  pulse  144  and  small. 
She  had  blisiera  to  the  temples  and  occiput,  but  receaily  applied.  Tbey 
were  removed  at  once,  and  ten  drops  of  laudanum  and  ibnr  grs.  camphor 
given.  She  took  during  Ihe  night  four  or  fire  drops  of  laodanum ;  after  the 
first  portion  slept  profoundly,  and  was  rational  at  daylight.  Milk  gruel  and 
wine  whey  completed  ber  cure,  which  was  rapid  and  perfect.  On  the  second 
day  after  the  wine  was  eiven,  her  pulse  became  nHtural.  Th«'e  was  about 
Jij  of  Madeira  wine  to  38  milk,  and  n  wine  glassful  of  the  whey  was  given 
every  half  hour  or  hour.  This  is  usually  the  method  I  use  in  its  prepara- 
tion and  admiaiatraiion. 

Casb  5.— Hiss  W*'""^  aged  28,  of  highly  nervous  organtaelion,  had 
ifo  paroxysm*  of  a  tertian  intermittent,  and,  aner  the  second,  took  a  dose 


of  rhobarb  and  magnesia.  The  operation  of  the  medicine  produced  a  ebill 
on  Ihe  aecond  day.  In  the  pyrexial  period  I  visited  her,  and  found  her  with 
parely  nenropaibic  excitement.  Complains  of  violent  pain  in  the  top  of  the 
head,  throbbing  in  Ihe  temples,  stinging  beat  of  aorface,  great  ibiral  and 
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willewness,  pale  CDonteiuince  and  poiple  Iip«,  pgUe  120,  smalt  and  regular, 

longoe  free  fiom  nodes,  boi  the  ptpills  on  (he  spex  and  sidee  naar  it  pre- 

'  tented  a  protruded  and  vesiculaled  appearance.    1  gare  her  20  drops  of  the 


denaicoL  tinet.  opii,  and  ^ts.  sp.  Kth.  nit.,  and  repeated  both  ia  half  a 
hour.  In  an  hour  after  the  first  portion,  the  restlessness  and  heat  were  le- 
lievad,  the  pain  and  throbbing  sreatlT  Btleviated,  aad  pulse  tedueed  to  110. 
I  now  gave  her  white  wine  b;  ibe  half  wine  glassful  every  hour,  with  direc- 
tions to  eoDtintte  it  until  the  felt  its  sliinulaliDg  effects.  She  took  several 
glattea,  and  had  a  perfect  Tecorerf. 

CaaG6. — The  Rev.  Mr.  P*'**,  aged  38,  of  nerToiis  bilioua  Ijmpfaatie 
organisation,  had  gastroenteritis.  I  narer  saw  more  exalted  trritation  ^ 
the  mncoaa  membranes,  nor  such  impressibility  of  the  nerTous  system.  One 
third  of  a  grain  of  opium  would  produce  a  foil  anodyne  effect. 

He  was  treated  rerulsively,  aikd  in  a  week  all  Ibe  functions  were  healthy 
•scept  those  of  the  circulation  and  calorification.  Pulse  steadily  at  10^ 
neither  full  noi  hard,  but  giriug  the  impression  of  wares  under  the  finger, 
ona  beat  running  into  another.  Skin  hot  and  dr^,  with  an  iooreaae  of  heat 
every  day  at  12  o'clock.  Pupils  dilated,  with  injected  stale  of  the  conjunc- 
tiva of  the  left  eye,  and  flush  on  the  left  cheek.  I  continued  revulsive  reme- 
dies, and  repeated  general  bleeding  for  the  third  time.  Partial  relief  for  a 
few  hours  succeeded  the  blaediag,  but  the  heat  of  skin  and  frequency  of  the 
pulse  were  increased  when  reactiou  came  on.  He  slept  with  his  eyes  half 
open,  and  tnuitered  during  bis  slumber.  When  awake,  manifested  a  con- 
Eaaea  perception  of  bimsefr  end  every  thing  about  him.  Under  the  debili- 
tating and  rsTulsive  plan  of  treatment  pnisued,  sppiehendiDg  subacute  mye- 
litis to  be  bis  disease,  his  eiciiemeni  became  augmented  in  intenaily  and 
duration.  He  now  complained  of  frigklful  dreamajorburniosheal  in  the  brain, 
and  thought  himself  a  firemaa  of  a  steamboat.  His  tongue  had  been  perfectly 
free  from  sordes  for  several  days,  the  alvine  discharges  of  a  healthy  ekaraeter, 
and  I  determined  to  change  my  Ireatrneni.  Accordingly  1  administered  a 
wine  glassful  of  Teneriffe  wine,  and  repealed  the  dose  every  hour.  Id  four 
hours  his  palse  receded  to  94,  his  skin  became  sofl,  and  he  fell  into  a  tran- 
quil and  refreshing  sleep.  He  slept  four  or  five  hours,  and  when  he  awoke, 
complained  of  great  debility.  He  had  never  before  "  felt  weak."  His  ex- 
eilemenl  returned,  and  the  wine  was  resumed.  He  coniiaued  taking  it  when 
awake,  every  hour,  day  and  night,  for  two  days,  taking  Madeira  instead  of 
Teneriffe.  lie  improved  so  rapidly  that  bis  friends  no  longer  sat  up  with 
him.  When  he  would  "over-steep"  himself,  or  neglect  his  wine,  all  his 
UDpleasant  dreams  and  sensations  would  return.  He  kept  it  by  his  bedside, 
and  after  taking  two  gellooa,  he  began  to  feel  intoxicated  from  two  or  three 
glasses  a  day.  He  had  a  rapid  and  perfect  recovery.  He  was  a  leelotalUr, 
and  when  he  first  took  the  wine,  did  not  know  the  difference  between  Ma- 
laga and  Madeira. 

Case  7. — A  negro  girl,  aged  8  years,  had  srarlaiins,— was  convaleaeent, 
became  anasarcous,  with  high  excitement  of  the  heart  and  arleries,  hot, 
dry  skin.  When  1  first  visited  her,  her  skin  was  hot  and  drv,  pulse  110 
in  a  minute,  and  full.  She  was  partially  deranged,  and  compleiely  amau- 
rotic,—was  under  the  operation  of  calomel,  had  been  blistered  alt  over  »hc 
scalp,  the  chest  in  front,  and  the  abdomen.  I  directed  mild  poultices  to  the 
blistered  surfaces,  and  gave  her  a  teaspoonful  of  cogniac  brandy  every  half 
hour.    In  one  and  a  half  hour  a  bottle  of  Madeira  was  at  hand.    A  wine 

flass  of  wine  whey  was  directed  every  half  hour,  with  milk  gruel  ad  libUmn. 
left  her  at  this  hour  (5  p.  k.)  At  ten  at  night  ber  skin  waa  moist,  pulse 
soft  and  natural,  and  she  was  rational.  At  12  o'clock  ber  sight  was  restored. 
The  wine  whey  was  continued  two  or  three  days,  at  longer  inteivals,  and 
she  had  a  rapid  and  perfect  recovery.  I  saw  her  two  weeks  after  my  first 
and  only  visit,  and  received  the  above  narrative. 
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Bxeept  the  8rtt  ctu  Teported,  I  hire  Mrer  MtD  bat  one  paiicDi  die  wilk 
tbi>  eondllion  of  tbe  •^•tem.  I  wu  called  to  me  her  Bboot  three  hoors  be- 
fore her  death,  and  ToDDd  ber  comsiose,  aaable  to  swallow,  with  Kerioroiu 
bteaibiDff,  and  relaxed  iphincters.  Bhe  had  been  treated  for  meQiagitia. 
Her  eooailion  waa  in  all  respects  like  the  caie  of  Mrt.  E.,  but  farther  ad- 
TBDced,  when  appropriate  remediei  were  ad  ministered. 

How  shall  we  recoocile  with  knowD  paihological  principtea  (he  symptomi 
of  nenropathic  ezcitemeat  and  the  therapeutic  affect  of  the  remediea  used 
for  its  zatil  "  It  mar  be  laid  down  aa  ■  general  principle,  that  whan  blood 
ia  losi  to  a  considerable  amoDOt,  the  peat  nerrona  centres  receiTins  an  in- 
adeooaie,  and  the  rest  of  the  nerrons  system  an  irregular,  supply  of  tne  vital 
fluid,  their  ezeiiabilitT  becomes  largely  and  irregnhtly  dcTeloped ;  so  (hat 
onder  this  iropresiible  condition  of  the  nerres,  the  blood-Tessels  whosa 
fanciioBs  are  carried  on  under  ikeir  pruidency  assume  aDgmented  action. 
And  if  owing  to  the  prerioos  exiaience  »f  hyperamia  in  any  organ,  the 
Bcrres  proceMiog  to  that  oi^n  are  in  a  morbidly  excitable  eondilioo,  ■ 
fresh  derelopment  of  irritability  may  ensue  after  bleeding,  aad  the  bypern- 
mie  eondilioD,  instead  of  being  relieved  br  the  loss  of  blood,  may  be  aug- 
mented br  it." — Vide  DungUim't  Gen.  Tkerapeu.,  Art.  Sviativu,  The 
same  morbid  condition  which  is  produced  by  tsrte  blood-litiings  is  induced 
by  the  more  gradual  abslraclion  of  the  vital  floid,  by  purgiag,  lactation,  defect 
of  nutrition,  &c.  &c. 

"  Some  of  the  most  ^vious  and  strikiiig  efl^cta  of  the  loes  of  blood,  or 
those  of  reaction,  are  such  as  to  sn^est  the  idea  of  increased  power  aad 
energy  of  the  system,  aad  of  increaaed  action  in  some  of  its  omns,  and  lo 
lead  to  ao  eitoueous  or  dangerous  employment  or  repetiiioo  of  the  lancet, 
when  a  directly  opposite  coarse  of  treatment  is  rcqaired;  while  the  stats  of 
actual  bat  protracted  aioking  frequently  resembles  a  case  of  oppression  of 
the  brain,  or  of  congestion  of  the  laogs,  so  sccuTstely,  as  to  prompt  the  aa- 
wary  practitioner  to  a  still  more  sudden  and  fatal  use  ef  the  lancet." —  Vide 
Hall  on  Blood-letting.  Again,  (I  quote  from  the  same  aulhor,^  "  I  hare 
already  stated  that  the  symptoms  of  reaction  from  (he  loss  of  blood  accu- 
rately resemble  those  of  power  in  the  system,  and  of  moibidly  incressed 
action  of  the  encephaloD,  and  from  these  causes  the  case  is  very  spt  to  be 
mistaken  and  mistreated  by  the  farther  abstraction  of  blood.  The  result  of 
this  treatment  is  apt  further  to  miilesd  us,  for  all  the  previous  symptoms 
are  promptly  and  completely  relieved;  and  this  relief,  in  its  turn,  again 
sug^sts  the  renewed  use  of  the  Isoeet.  In  this  manner,  the  last  blood- 
letting majr  prove  suddenly  and  oaezpectedly  fatal." 

Ezbansiioa,  however  induced,  will,  under  certain  circumsiaDces,  develope 
eajpillary  excitement  Congestions  in  tbe  venous  sysleni  of  ihe  encepbalon 
follow,  and  serous  effusion  terminates  the  life  of  ibe  victim.  Effusion  in  the 
brain,  I  believe,  is  more  frequently  induced  by  improper  depletion,  and  tbe 
ase  of  the  lancet,  than  from  active  congestion  or  inflammation.  According 
to  Ihe  experiments  of  Drs.  Saunders  and  Leeds,  there  is  effusion  in  (be 
brain  of  serum  in  all  aaimals  bled  todeaih.  And  if,  says  Dr.  Kelly,  "in- 
stead of  bleeding  ue^ue  ad  mortem,  we  were  lo  bleed  animals  more  spa- 
ringly and  freqoeDlly,  we  shall  6iid  a  larger  quantity  of  serum."  Tbe  diag- 
nosis of  this  cooditioD  is  doubtful,  aod  must  be  drawn  from  an  assemblage 
of  all  (be  symptoms,  and  a  knowledge  of  the  remedies  that  have  been  em- 
ployed, ihe  niitory  of  Ibeir  efiectt  on  the  patient  and  morbid  manifestalioDs. 
In  doubifol  cases,  we  have  often  to  make  a  diagnosis  upon  which  tbe  life 
of  the  patient  depends,  aod  instead  of  bleeding  in  the  erect  poiture,  as  re- 
commended  by  Marshall  Hall,  or  the  use  of  the  more  potent  and  permanent 
stimuli,  I  have  generally  given  in  doubtful  cases  a  combinaiiou  of  camphor, 
morphine,  and  olt.  stber,  in  such  smill  ponloas  as  lo  act  eoeigeiicatl/,  but 
Iransienily.  In  the  first  periods,  from  sagmenied  impressibiliiy  of  the  nerv- 
ous system  to  sedatives,  one  fourth  or  even  one  eighth  of  a  grain  of  mor- 
phine produces  decided  sedation.     In  the  last  petiotb  of  venous  coogettion, 
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eomi,  aod  lelaxaiioa,  ihe  clcu  itaU  of  lh«  b^b^i,  uin(iDg  beat  of  ifaa 
BurfBce,— tbe  pftle  couotenaiics,  blue  lip*,  and  diiiended  veiua,  and  rapid, 
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variable,  and  almost  eraply  cooditioa  of  the  aiteiial  c 
once,  to  the  espenenced  puctilioner,  indicate  the  conditioD. 

Maugte  the  .objeciione  of  therapeutiaU  to  wine*  aod  distilled  spiriti  u 
atimulaaia,  becauae  ibe^  act  with  accumulated  iotensitj,  1  Sad  ihem  more 
efficacious  in  thii  cooditioa  than  aoy  olhei.  AnnBOnia,  lo  adynamic,  oeoro- 
patbic  or  exaaoguious  conditiona,  often  prodocea  profuse  perspiration,  and 
aggravates  the  condition  ii  was  intended  lo  relieye.  la  the  reaction  of  col- 
lapse, or  the  collapse  of  typhus,  I  generallv  alteraal«  them.  If  the  wine 
produce  too  much  excitement,  with  dry  ikin,  ammonia  is  given-  If  the 
•perapiratioo  become  profuse  under  the  administration  of  ibe  unmonia,  wina 
la  substituted  vrith  the  happiest  affectf. 


For  tba  Anidrlcin  HtdiesI  Iaun)f*Bc*i. 
Art.  III.— on  THE  EFFECTS  OF  OPIUM  IN  BRONCHITIS. 

■T  ALFSan  T.    KINO,    M.  o. 

eiTCBibacDU^  Fa..  Dec  %  IMtk 

7\>  Profetior  Dungluon,  M.  D. 

Dear  Sir,— There  are  but  few  books  which  I  hare  read  with  so  much 
pleasure  and  profit  as  your  Elements  of  Therapeutics,  a  work  which  1  belie 


should  be  read  and  studied  by  every  sludeoi  and  practitioaer  of  medicine. 
The  value  of  any  medical  work  must  be  estimated  by  the  lucidneas  and  pre- 
cision with  which  it  indicates  a  correct  system  of  praciicei  and  the  Iruin  or 


the  falsity  of  aoy  doctrine  or  views  proioulgated  bv  a  medical  writer  c 
only  be  correctly  tested  by  actual  trial  and  repeatea  experiment.  Aod  in 
this  manner  have  I  again  and  again  tested  the  correctness  of  your  views, 
and  the  practical  value  of  your  pathological  and  therapeutical  deductions. 
I  allude  mora  directly,  in  these  remarks,  to  your  views,  as  staled  in  the 
work  above  mentioned,  in  refereoce  to  the  modus  operandi  of  opium  in 

Ehlegmasie,  particularly  in  the  phlegroasiK  of  the  broachial  mucous  mem- 
ran  e. 
Opium,  in  all  its  forms,  has  been  usually  proEciibed  during  the  iDfiaroroa- 
torv  stage  of  diseases,  and  in  none  more  than  in  bronchitis  and  pneumonitis. 
It  has  been  alleged,  in  support  of  this  view,  that  it  always  diminishes  secre- 
tion and  exasperates  iDfiammalion.  This  is  doubtless  lalse.  You  mention 
what  is  almost  a  self-evident  truth,  that  "  the  first  effect  of  high  ioQamma- 
tory  excitement  in  a  mucous  membrane  is  lo  diminish  its  wonted  secieiion, 
and  after  the  inflammaiory  action  has  existed  for  a  time,  an  increase  of  its 
secretion  takes  place;  but  it  is  no  longer  beallby.  The  obiious  indication 
is  to  remove  this  pathological  condition  of  which  ibese  effects  are  only 
symptomatic.  Now,  a  narcotic  in  an  appropriate  dose  we  know  to  be  seda- 
tive, and  capable  of  diminishing  the  force  of  the  circulation  and  the  energy 
of  innervation."  This  reasoning  struck  me  as  extremely  plausible,  if  not 
correct;  and  1  determined  that  I  would  put  it  to  the  test  the  first  favourable 
opporiuniiy.  It  was  not  long  ere  an  opportunity  offered  itself,  and  I  need 
not  add  that  the  experiment  was  entirely  successful.  Many  cases  have  since 
occurred  in  my  own  practice,  in  which  the  efiects  of  this  giant  remedy  were 
no  less  remarkable.  A  case,  indeed,  recently  presented  itself,. in  which  a 
large  dose  of  opium  appeared  to  cbeck  tbe  disease  like  a  charm.  This  case 
I  shall  brieily  describe : — 

Mrs.  S.,  of  hale  cooslilulion  and  sanguineous  temperament,  was  attacked 
October,  1840,  suddenly,  with  great  dyspotea,  accompBoied  by  wheezing,  an 
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Fereauioo,— Slit[hi  dalncH  under  the  eight  claTicU,  ui  •reij  othec  part  ttt* 
cbe*i  was  retonaDt  Upon  Applying  ihe  iicthMcope,  the  sodofdus  kwI  nu- 
coas  riltt  w«re  regr  diitioct  otci  t£e  whole  of  (he  right  lung.  panicnlBrlf 
the  former  lile.  Under  the  left  claTiele,  over  a  space  of  about  three  iochea, 
the  crepitating  rUe  wu  very  percepUble.  Tbe  eonoroui  r&le,  aUo,  wa*  rerj 
diiiinct  ia  the  upper  part  of  ihia  hing.  Was  there  inflammaiioD  of  ih« 
nrenchymatoot  ilmciure  of  the  lung  wMre  this  ctepitaiiag  rile  was  heard  1 
Thia  I  coDfidered  an  uDequivocal  caae  of  bronchitis,  eofflpticated  with  tuber* 
dn,  probablf,  under  ibe  right  clairicle,  and  a  slight  pneuinooia.  I  accord- 
iaglf  bled,  purged,  cupped,  and  administered  antimonial  solution,  with  some 
Hlief  to  the  patient. 

As  I  reaiiled  abotU  ifleen  miles  ott,  I  was  naable  to  see  my  patient  foi 
some  days.  About  three  days  after  tbe  first  visit,  a  messeager  eame  id  great 
basle,  and  desired  ma  to  ga  imraedtatety  with  him.  Ha  said  Mrs.  B.  was 
bat  little  relieved,  that  sb«  cooghed  atoiost  ineessantly,  and  bad  not  slept 
since  I  was  there.  1  had  some  Brgcut  business  to  attend  to  that  aRsmooa, 
which  preventad  me  from  going  immediately  with  the  messenger.  Here,  I 
thooght,  was  a  ^veurable  o^ortunity  for  trying  agaia  the  effects  of  opioBi. 
I  accordingly  sent  Mrs.  S.  3  grs.  of  de narcotised  opium,  with  direciioos  for 
ber  to  take  on*  half  immediately,  and  if  it  did  not  give  relief  in  one  hour, 
lo  repeat  the  other  bal£  This  she  did  as  I  directed.  Tbe  next  momiag  1 
aaw  ber,  and  was  astonished  to  find  her  breathing  with  eoraparative  ease, 
and  she  had  little  or  bo  cough.  She  told  me  ibat  soon  alter  isking  ih« 
second  part,  she  began  lo  breathe  mote  easily,  the  cough  ceased,  and  sh* 
lelt  iuio  a  tranquil  slumber,  from  which  tbe  dtd  not  waEe  for  six  or  seven 
hotus.  and  then  with  almost  perfect  relief  from  her  distressiDg  cough  and 
imptdad  respiratioo,  with  which  she  had  been  harassed  for  nearly  a  week. 
With  mDch  respcet,  I  am  yoars  truly, 

ALpBiiD  T.  KiK«,  M.  D. 


BIBUOQRAPHICAL  NOTICE. 
Dr.  M'CHntociet  IntroducUiry  Lecture.* 

This  is  a  well  written  and  well  conceived  address.'  Few  lectures  of  ibe 
kind  have  come  before  us  which  are  entitled  to  more  commendation,  or 
which  present  fewer  occasions  for  criticism.  The  following  extract,  in 
relation  lo  the  advantages  of  anatomical  knowledge  to  the  surgeon,  is  a 
speciriien  of  tbe  author's  matter  and  manner: 

"  In  former  times,  when  surgery  held  Be  elevated  rank  in  relation  lo  ge- 
neral science,  the  operative  surgeon  lef^  to  the  physicians  the  difficult  and 
laboriousworkofezamininKaod  understanding  the  hodily  organisstion;  and 
the  former  were  content  lo  be  the  mere  agenta  or  assisianis  of  tbe  latter. 
Bnt,  in  reading  the  history  of  medicine,  you  will  find  that  this  second-hand 
knowledge  was  iaeffieieni ;  ihet  ibe  art  was  rode  aad  cruel,  compared  wilk 
it*  preaent  perfeeiion ;  and  that  its  practitioner*  held  no  higher  rank  than 
ibe  knighia  of  tbe  razor,  who  performed,  indeed,  in  many  cases,  ihe  honoui^ 
able  and  useful  duties  of  (he  twofold  profession,  of  barber  and  surgeon.    As 

'  AMin*l  Lecture.  Inlrodndorjr  Laetore  lo  Ihe  Wialer  Coorve  bf  Analomy  in  Ihe 
PbUsdelpbis  School  of  Anslomy.  ddiverMl  on  Mondij  evening,  Nov.  9,  )S40.  Bj 
James  HClinlock,  M.  D^  Leolorer  on  Anstony  and  Burger;,  one  of  Ihe  FbysicUo* 
lo  Ihe  FbUsdelpbia  Uowiul,  *o.  rnbllshed  bj  the  Class.  Hvo,  nti.  16.  Philidalphis. 
1640. 
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nBtomy  began  to  be  callinled,  however,  and  the  nirgreoa  itntei  more 
aiientidi  to  it,  the  art  be^n  to  Hm  id  dienity  »ai  im  porta  nee ;  and  now, 
when  trerr  practiiioaer  u  tnppoKd  to  at  tborDDghl;  iofonned  ia  that 
■cjeace  which  cootaiDi  the  elements  of  bis  art,  that  art  itself  is  secoad  to 
ao  bDiDBD  employtneol  in  the  excellence  of  its  objects,  the  eleraiion  of  it* 
ehareciBr,  aod  the  digoiljr  of  its  repatation. 

"  A  TCTf  slighi  glance  at  ihe  former  coaditioa  of  sarnr;,  as  contrasted 
with  its  preseat  perfeciion  and  glory,  will  satisf)[  tou  of  the  tnith  of  these 
reaarks.  Twenty-three  hundred  years  ago  Soarithcd  Hippocrates,  the  F«- 
tbei  of  Medical  Seienee,  who,  like  Homer  and  Raphael,  in  their  respectira 
arts,  not  ooly  created  this  science,  hut  brought  it  lo  a  high  degree  of  perfec- 
tion, bjT  the  impolsJTe  force  of  his  genios,  aod  the  unwearied  energy  of  hi* 
research.  So  accurate  were  his  experiments,  and  so  profonad  his  obscrva* 
tioni,  that  he  unfolded  the  history  of  acute  diseases  with  so  much  cletrnen 
and  precision,  that  'twenty  centuries  hare  hardly  detracted  from  ihe  Talue 
or  added  to  the  amount  of  his  researches.  Bat  he  was  far  from  attaining 
the  same  degree  of  perfection  in  suivery.  And  why?  Because  the  circum- 
stances with  which  oe  was  surrounded, — the  prejudices  of  an  ignorant  and 
sDperiiitious  people,  and  theii  religions  veaerafioD  for  the  asylnms  of  the 
depaitedj — by  depriving  him  of  the  opportanity  of  dissecting  the  human 
.body,  raised  up  insurmouniabie  obstacles  to  the  proper  study  of  anatomy; 
and  hi*  knowledge  of  the  subject,  founded  chiefly  upon  the  external  appear- 
ance of  the  body,  and  on  the  examination  of  the  stru'^Bre  of  those  animal* 
which  were  supposed  to  approach  nearest  to  man,  was  necessarily  limited 
and  imperfeeL  In  the  stndy  of  aeule  diseases,  commonlf  oecorring,  which 
imsented  strongly  marked  symptoms,  and  only  required  a  tost  and  saga- 
eious  obserTBtion  of  their  succession  and  relations  to  each  etoer,  in  order  to 
the  fminalion  of  a  correct  history  of  rhera,  these  imperfect  notions  were  sof- 
ficieot;  but  in  surgery,  the  want  of  anatomy  wbb  immediately  felt,  and  tfae 
eonsequence  was  that  the  science,  eren  in  the  bands  of  so  great  a  master, 
made  little  or  no  improremenU  And  it  remataed  in  its  infancy  for  nineteen 
hundred  years  longer,  until,  in  the  bv-ginnia^  of  the  sixteenth  century,  iha 

Sniut  and  boldness  of  Vesalius  gave  new  life  to  anatomy.  The  darkness 
at  had  so  long  hnng  over  surgery  was  soon  pierced  by  the  new  and  bril- 
liant light  which  the  adraucement  of  anatomy  diSused  over  all  branches  of 
medicine,  and  under  the  illuminsiiag  power  of  this  clear  and  certain  flam*, 
the  art  soon  assumed  a  new  aspect,  aad  snddenly  rose  to  a  high  pitch  of  pei^ 
fection  in  the  hands  of  Ambiose  Part,  the  distinguished  surgeon  of  Charle* 
IX.  whose  great  and  well  deserved  repulBiion  saved  hi*  life  in  the  memora- 
ble nighl  ofthe  massacre  of  St.  Bartholomew.  To  this  day,  the  eoonirf  men 
of  Part  claim  for  him  the  samebigh  place  among  surgeons  that  is  assigned 
to  Hippocrates  among  physicians.  And  among  all  the  great  names  that 
adorn  the  history  of  surgery  in  later  timea,  the  Peiiis,  the  Desaulls,  the  Le 
Drans,  the  Muuros,  ibe  Hunters,  the  Coopers,  and  the  Physicks, — you  will 
not  find  one^  the  foundalion  of  whose  high  renown  was  not  deeply  laid  in 
the  study  of  anatomy;  here  they  prepared  themselves  for  those  successful 
operations  which  made  them  the  admirBttoo  and  wonder  of  their  own  timcL 
and  for  those  brilliant  discoveries  and  inventions  which  have  ttansmiliea 


flory  undiminished  to  ours,— nay.  which  shall  crown  every  <: 
onoured  names  with  ilie  immortal  reward  of  an  imperishable  fame. 
"  There  is  no  quality  more  indispensable  to  the  surgeon  than  that  un- 
dislurbed  coolness  of  mind  which  cannot  exist  without  a  strong  and  just 
confidence  in  his  own  powers,  and  in  his  preparation  for  the  arduouB  task 
before  faim,  when  he  is  called  upon  lo  perform  some  important  operation. 
This  jus[  self-confidence  is  essential  lo  every  pursuit  in  life.  To  quote  the 
language  of  Bulwer,  "If  you  rob  ^eniueof  its  confidence,  you  clip  the  wings 
of  the  eagle."  No  great  enterprise  in  the  walks  of  science,  liteialure,  art, 
or  business,  has  ever  been  accomplished  without  it  i  it  nerve*  the  arm  of  the 
wariior,  it  gives  energy  aod  power  lo  tbe  decisions  of  the  stateunan,  and  it 
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enable*  ibe  lehalar  lo  ttrvEfle  an,  throngfa  yetin  of  anceaaing  labour,  with 
fill!  kope  of  Ibe  final  rewardof  all  hii  toil*.  Bat  to  the  sDreeon,  ofatl  other 
meo,  IS  this  calm  coiifideoe«  and  Belf-reliance  iDdispeDsabfe.  He  ia  called 
to  the  tide  of  a  wounded  man — life  is  fait  ebbing  away — his  judgment  inual 
be  almost  Hs  rapid  as  bis  ejresighi,  and  bis  action  must  follow,  as  rapidly, 
the  deciiions  of  bii  Judgment,  or  the  patient  will  die  in  his  hands.  Now, 
under  such  circumstance  a,  ^  man  must  eiiher  be  ihoroughlf  igDoranl  of  ana- 
tomf,  01  follv  learned  in  it,  in  order  to  have  confidence  in  binself.  I  can 
imagine  the  former  confidence,  that  of  the  quack,  who  knows  nothing  of  the 
wonderful  mechanism  of  the  htimaa  frame,  and  of  courao  ia  ignorant  of  tha 
dangers  that  lie  before  him,  to  be  as  strong  as  that  of  ibe  skilful  aoatomisC, 
who  come*  to  hit  task,  not  onlj  fully  aware  of  alt  tbe  dangers  that  atlead 
it,  but  also  furnished  with  the  knowledge  necessary  to  avoid  or  obriale 
tbem ;  but  surely,  gentlemen,  it  is  not  requisite  to  warn  you  against  the 

JDOiant,  reckless  ToolhatdinesH  of  the  one,  while  I  hold  up  to  you,  as  the 
ject  which  yon  should  aim  at  and  pursue  with  unwarering  petaeveraoce, 
the  well  grounded  self-reliance  of  the  other.  Nor,  after  the  remarks  that 
haTe  been  made,  is  it  hardly  necetiary  to  say  to  you,  that  the  suigeon  who 
is  possessed  of  only  an  outline  knowledge  of  anatomy,  will  bare  no  preten- 
aions  to  tbe  jnst  confldeoee  in  hituself  which  the  tfaorotighly  furnished  ope- 
rator can  indolge;  while,  on  (he  other  hand,  his  knowledge  of  the  straelure 
and  conslitneots  ef  the  body  wilt  be  sufficient  to  make  him  tremblingly  aliTs 
to  erery  danger,  and  to  fill  1>is  mind  with  the  most  haiassing  apprehensions. 
Most  sincerely  is  such  a  man  to  be  pilled  for  his  miaetahle  condiiionj  but 
most  heartily  is  he  to  be  despised  for  tbe  inexcusable  carelessness  and  indo- 
lence that  haTe  brought  him  into  it.  Behold  him,  standing  over  his  patient 
faltering,  hesitating,  discooeerled:  hardly  knowing  where  to  apply  his  knife, 
and  certainly  ignorant  of  tbe  results  of  its  application, — in  tbe  language  of 
John  Bell—'  trembling  at  the  thought  of  what  he  has  to  do,— acting  only 
a*  he  has  seen  others  act, — he  is  interrupted,  startled,  perplexed  with  every 
new  ocenrrence.  He  has  foreseen  nothing,  provided  for  no  accident,  and 
every  accident  alarms  him.  He  moves  fearfully  and  timorously  onward ; 
like  a  blind  man  who  walks  with  an  air  of  confidence  on  an  accustomed 
road,  hot  when  any  new  object  presents  itself,  or  the  road  is  changed,  is  be- 
wildered and  loat.'  'Socb  operators  are  seen  agitated,  miserable,  trembling, 
hesitating  in  the  midst  of  difficulties,  turning  round  to  their  friends  for  ihal 
support  which  should  come  from  within,  leeKog  in  the  wound  for  thiaga 
which  they  do  not  understand,  holding  consultations  amidst  the  cries  of  the 
patient,  or  eren  retiriog  to  consult  aboot  his  case  white  he  lies  bleeding  in 
great  pain  and  awful  expeclatioa;  and  thus,  while  they  are  making  ungeoe- 
rous  struggles  to  gain  a  false  reputation,  they  are  incurring  reproaches  which 
attend  them  throngh  life.' 

"  What  a  piclure  is  here !  Nor  is  it  overcharged,  gentlemen,  as  you  may 
have  teamed  already  from  observation, — I  hope  yOu  never  may  from  expe- 
rience. Let  it  sink  into  your  hearts,  and  be  thoroughly  impressed  upon  your 
memories,  and  il  will  efiectnally  prevent  your  placing  yourselves  in  such  a 
falae  and  unhappy  position.  As  you  would  not  dare  In  risk  your  own  life 
in  tbe  hands  of  any  sorgcoo  whom  you  thoDght  not  thoroughly  skilled  in 
anatomy,— so  may  you  never  rashly  nndertake  to  trifle  with  the  livee  of  your 
fellow-men,  by  nndertakio;  to  perform  dangerous  operations  upon  iheni  with- 
out this  EnditpensahlB  preparation.  Every  man  who  loses  a  patient  nnder 
such  circnmstancea  and  for  such  reasons,  is  morally  responsible  for  the  life 
of  his  victim, — for  vt'cCt m  he  is,  to  tbe  stupidity,  the  idleness,  or  the  care- 
lessness of  the  man  to  whom  he  entrusted  his  life.  May  you  never  incur 
so  fearful  a  responsibility  I  Now  more  fearful  than  ever,  because  the  mcana 
of  improvement  in  anatomical  knowledge  are  placed  within  your  reach,  and 
nothing  but  patient  perseverance  and  industry  tie  neceesary  on  yoor  pan  in 
order  to  secure  it."— P.  II. 
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HI8CBLLANBOUS  NOTICES. 

A  Paper  on  Ditetuet  of  the  Skin.  By  C.  N.  Berkeley,  M.  D.'—Tbx 
present  stale  of  our  knowledge  or  diseases  of  the  ikin  presents  a  strikiBg 
conirasi  with  that  of  oiber  affections,  boib  medical  and  suigtcal.  Whila 
^thological  iDTestJgalioBs  bare  been  pursued  with  intereak  and  daily  addi- 
tiDDS  thus  made  to  accurate  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  aisease  in  aloiott 
every  rorm,  afieciioas  of  the  skin,  ibe  most  palpable  lesions  of  ibe  system, 
and  those  most  evidently  cballengiiig  the  aotice  of  the  practitioner,  have  is 
this  country  been  so  much  neglected,  as  in  pari  to  be  thrown  out  of  ngulu 
practice,  and  consigDed  to  the  care  of  empirics.  Reasons  for  this  are  oflered, 
■ucb  as  the  compajutiTe  iofrequeucy  of  occurrence  of  cutaneous  diseases,  xkt 
habit  of  domestic  Itestmenl  in  iheii  mild  foims,  sod  their  intractable  oaiura 
when  brought  to  the  physician  in  tbe  cbronic  or  inveterate  stages,  dec.  But. 
perhaps,  a  better  excuse  may  be  found  in  the  difficulties  supposed  to  alteaa 
ibeir  study,  from  tbe  want  of  systems  of  classification  and  DomencUtura 
adapted  to  these  diseases  as  presented  in  the  United  States.  There  is  cei- 
tainly  much  weight  in  ihisj  for.  besides  the  objection  on  iha  ground  of  iha 
expense  of  importing  the  Frenca  and  English  works,  the  diseases  tbay  de- 
scribe differ  so  much  lo  variety  and  extent  from  these  occurring  with  lu,  a*  to 
offer  strong  difficulties  in  the  way  of  a  jasl  comparison,  thus  rendering  theta 
works  of  less  practical  ralue  than  iheir  intrinsic  meiits  would  indicate. 

These  difficulties  may  be  obviated,  we  think,  at  [east  for  practical  puf- 
poses,  by  assumine  some  plan,  based  upon  ibe  elassificationi  of  foreigq 
writers,  which  shall  ensbrace  most  of  the  diseases  they  describe,  with  those 
of  our  own  country,  but  so  atranged  as  to  correct  in  part  the  confusion  of  a 
multiplicity  of  syoonymes,  and  at  the  same  lime  indicate  tbf  general  Datura 
of  each  class  and  variety  of  disease.  Such  a  plan  is  now  offered, — not  to 
the  scientific  inquirer,  wno  will,  of  course,  refer  to  the  authors  themselves 
from  whose  works  it  is  psrtly  drawn, — but  to  the  student  whose  opporlaoi- 
ties  do  not  permit  access  to  them,  and  to  the  practitioner  whose  engagemeDIa 
wilt  not  allow  him  the  time  aeceisary  for  their  study  and  comprehension. 

To  eslsblish  a  classiBcation  on  a  slrinctly  Mcietttific  baeit,  we  should  as- 
some  for  it  the  anatomical  lesions  and  pathological  phenomena  of  tbe  dis- 
eases lo  be  arranged.  This  has  been  stieinpied  in  those  of  the  skin,  but 
with  little  success.  To  comprehend  the  difficulty  of  such  a  plan,  we  must 
investigate  tbe  special  anatomy  of  the  skin;  we  give  it- very  briefly,  as  de- 
monstrated by  Messrs.  Breschet  and  Roussel  de  Vauzeme.  According  to 
their  observations,  the  skin  consists  of— 1st,  the  dermU,  enveloping  the 
eapilhries,  ihe  lymphatics,  the  nervous  filaments,  and  the  parenchyma  of 
other  organs  contained  in  its  substance. 

2d.  The  papilltSf  or  organs  of  touch,  the  extremities  of  the  nervous  fila- 
ments. 

3d.  The  perspiratory  apparatus,  or  organ  of  secretion  and  excretion  of 
perspiration. 

4lb.  Tbe  apparatus  of  inhalaiion,  or  absorbent  canals. 

5tb.  The  apparatus  producing  the  mucous  mailer. 

6th.  The  apparatus  producing  the  colouring  matter. 

Some  doubts  exist  as  tu  the  accuracy  of  these  inves ligations,  since  Cbe- 
▼alier  under  similar  circumstauces  arrived  at  very  different  resultsi  still  we 
will  assume  them  as  nearly  correct,  some  such  organisation  bein^  necessary 
lo  account  for  the  various  functions  of  the  skin.  Our  object  in  bringing 
them  forward  is  to  show  the  almost  impossibility  of  establishing  a  patholo- 
gical arrangement  of  cutaneous  diseases,— thai  is,  of  assigning  to  each  of 
them  a  cause,  and  a  location  in  an  abnormal  condition  of  one  oi  the  other 

■  Medical  Enniner,  Jannarj  3, 1841,  p.  5. 
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of  iheae  liwiut.  How  conld  iDflammfttion  exist  in  (he  penpirktoT)'  nnwn 
n»  widtont  inrolviag  (htt  of  inhtlalioii  sod  absoTptioD ;  or  how  eouM  ihe 
miniite  TcseU  of  Ibc  mucous  Umu*  be  affected  without  implicating  ihoie  of 
the  calooHog  matut?  for  tbt  cpaoe  oecapied  bjr  each  of  these  ayttems  ii  io 
•mail  at  to  dofy  delMtioB  with  the  saked  eye,  reqaririog  the  asBislance  of 
the  mott  poweifiil  glauM  to  Kfidar  them  erideoi  to  the  senses.  Dailf  ex- 
periene*  sbowt  tha  inpoMiWIitjr  of  inflammstion  eiistiog  in  one  or  the 
other  organ  of  the  skio  for  a  considerable  time  wilhoat  ezteoding  to  those 
adjacent.  Thus,  in  eczema,  the  most  common  TCticular  afieclion  <i(  ih4 
tkjD,  the  first  and  simpleit  form  presents  i  sli^t  elerattou  of  the  cuticle, 
filled  with  clear  serum,  and  apjianallv  without  inSammation;  a  degree  &t- 
Ihei  we  find  a  partial  change  in  the  cnaracter  of  the  serum,  and  evidences 
of  inflammation,  as  in  eczema  rabram.  Still  farther,  we  hare  the  aarnm 
•Dtirelf  altered,  becoming  purutetit,  and  eo7«riag  the  aurface  with  scabs,  aa 
im  eczema  impMiginodes,  which  soon  becoming  pastulsr,  presents  a  geooiie 
impetigo.  The  same  condition  prerails  in  scabies,  which,  if  negleoted,  at 
difierent  periods  of  its  duration  esbibit*  erery  rarieijr  of  aotaneoua  diweaae, 
from  the  simple  vesicle,  its  tjpe  and  origin,  to  the  severest  forms  of  pnstu- 
lai  akd  papular  affection,  followed  by  universal  dei<}aamation.  These  hets 
illnatrale  the  position  assumed,  and  warrant,  we  ibmk,  aa  attempt  at  some 
simpler  and  more  practical  classificatioa. 

In  the  following  plan  a  distinction  ia  drawn  between  s;philitlc  and  Tcne- 
leal  cotaneoo*  affeelioas;  this  is  ool  the  proper  place  to  give  the  reasons 
for  sock-a  distinction.  Byphilis  is  used  to  express  chancre  and  its  tpedal 
coDMquencet ;  venereal  implies  all  other  diaeaset,  the  results  of  ia^mre 
eoition.  not  dependent  oo  chancre.  We  propose  to  follow  Flurabe  in  patL 
arranging  cuuneous  diseases  under  two  general  diriaionB.  First,  those  of 
local  origin,  or  dependent  on  the  skin,  alone:  second,  those  of  a  eonstitu- 
tioui]  character,  produced  bf  some  cause  affecting  the  general  system  and 
developed  through  the  akin. 

Firar  DmsioH.— Diseases  of  the  skin  proper,  or  thoae  origioating  iti  the 
skin,  indepeodent  of,  though  modified  by,  constitutional  causes. 


A.  tnentior  ■jcosii— probably 
A.  puDotala    '\ 
A.  ■jphllitiCB  I  Geoanllj 
A.  indonta     (ebrooia 


lUgioof. 
Ifoii.o«nta|ioas. 


1  Contagions  ■boa  orif  iaattng 
I  SI  purrig^  ariHuid  the  tmlbs  of 
tbe  bsir;  when  eoB— qnant  on 
yimpetigo,  probablj  nocomUa. 
I  giooa,  Ibough  Ibllawed  bjr 


1— 


jsyphilii 


'E.  sioiplaz,  or  aolara,  cIomI*  anol^oiu' 

to  lichan  tropical,  or  pricklj  brat 
E!.  rubram, — often  periodical  (  ainallj 
the  origin  of  chroaic  E.  in  debilititMt   - 


i£l- 
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Americmn  Madieal  Jntettiffencer. 


eooMwaitlMr  nutnUr,  ■qtuBom,  or  papabr; 
in  IIm  Utter  kmn  doaolj  naamldiDf  praripi 
•anilla.    SoibiM  ii  ptodueed  b/  u«  uenuM 


SaoAifoin. 
8c«biw  licca 
Dirtra  fDrfDraete  «r- 

Dsrtre  •ctilleDn 
Dartre  K^DiniineaM 


Dry  iMll 
Soalj  leprofj 
Soalj  tetlw 

Duidriff 


Kljriuta 


Fuh-ikin  diietie  }  Icthjoau 

BtTLLOin. 

Ulcoa  Atooicnm  ^Rnpia 

TnuunFi-u.. 


F.  rircinmiU,  w  ' 
P.  diffou 
F.  invBlcraU 
F.  preputialii 
F.  palmiru,  rri 
bikan*  itch 


■{  Chronic  and  noa-oaDtifiaiu. 


Liipui  Torix 
Dartre  roAfeante 
CiDOToida 
Keloide 


U oiber  mark 
SpUiH 
.Hole 


CL.  iiedana         i 

^  L.  ^philiticm  >Naii-OMtagioua. 

f  L.  noD  exedeoi  \ 

<  Chrsnio  and  iioa.cont*fi(Hia> 


^Naeri  !n 


Cruitad  tatter 
Dartre  cruil«e«« 
RonniOf  tatter 


!  Impetigo  fi- 
Imp.  ipuaa 
Tanereil  and 


Fare;  flander* 


NoD-oontaf  iona,  and  frs- 
quently  Mblary  in  iu 
laBiMDoe,  eapecialtj  in 
children,  daring  llw  anal- 
mer  and  wiDter. 


The  moat  comnan  (arm  orTeneraal  tnd  a;- 

pb  ill  lie  oataneoD*  iffiMion. 
B.  gliadalou — aealo  glandera        )  Coala. 
Fare;  glandera,  general);  ehroaia  \  giotn. 


E.  of  the   aealp,  confounded' 

with  porrigo 
Chronic  E. 
E.  or  the  face,  niaUkao  fte- 

qusntlj  lor  eruita  hetm,  or 

impetigo 


parhapea 


Vorj  rape — ehnwio 
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Tatter 
Dtitra 
Otophljctide 


Puou>  EaDmoM. 

BaUeaHcea 

GtniecU 

Dutra  fiirflingdi  ti 


PrarilM 
CraMMa 
8e«biaa  papoUTon 


rH.|^TetBiw4M 
H.  IibuIU 
prapotialti 


[Nod. 


CODUfioiU. 


IPnirifD 
SyphUilin       ^ 


(  UnooDDoclad  with  otlwr  Ibmu  of  ciutoeoua 
<  jiiaaic,  and  perhapa  ontiralj  thpendant  «m 
f  ocMutitalMMl  ijpliiUa. 

L.aimplBi 

L.  ttropboliM-^ad  loin 

L.  Drtioatiu 

L,  ■rpfaililieua—feiunllj 

ornpereal  origin 
P.  miti»— aonta 

p  c.—Im^.    1  GenwiUy  chrouio  and  noo- 

P^H^^       oont.,i<.iiiii.lh.fennof 

P  WW.  t  P-  -"'l'*'  P"""!*  "■>"•' J. 

P.  c«oiUlmm  J  ^^  „  ^^p,  j^  ijf^  „ 

Gananllf  raaoh  of  ooDatitulional  (jphilu. 


Parpium  nrlieata 


Urtiewia 


(U.fabrilu 
{U.  anaida  {, 
t  v.  tobaraaa  f 


f  If  00400- 

Chronio  ganaralljr  (  taf  iona. 


'  EiTthma      1 


E.  Dodoann    ^ 

JAenta     i  Noo-eentafioaa;  Mnetiniaa  epida- 
Chrooic  f  laio  id  hoapitak. 
fa.  inlkiiUlia    "j 
r!  aDrilra         [■  Acuta  and  nwuconlatioaa. 
S.  aDtanmaliaJ 
J  A  primarj  tSbctioD,  uisallj 
R.  ajphUitica  >Boitieident  «ilh  pir  — *--- 
S  al  timaa  chroDie. 


P,  nmplaz 

P.  bnmoithtgiot 

P.  aypbilitioa    M"»»«"'''!''««l''!  P?'""?" 

i:.  ■jpHuiuna     Jpu„|jof,yplu|ilioorijin. 

OoDWiIlj  chiooio;  Doo-BODlagioui ;  api  to 
■coampaDj  pngnanoy,  ud  retire  with  ila 


)P«-«l.l«..     fpoinpbot.idit«»io.i**°^lN 
{     pamphlgu*  J 
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R.  CMbirolie*  ^  Cbronie : 
R.  afphilitin  \ 


I  Qanenilj  oriTphilitlc  origin— chnok. 


■  finwD  of  tha  ikio,  bol  of  11h  tub-cnUDeo 


Variala,  nriolcod,  ind  TMoiMa;  nrioella,  wilh  military,  fiiver;  rabaola  and  loarlati- 
m»,  an  omitlwl.  With  tha  eicaplion  orTaociaa,  Ihej  are  eiaanliillj  (erara,  and  bda>{ 
l»  wMka  on  f«iMral  ptadiee.  Vaccina,  if  elanfiad,  woald  ba  comidered  la  conGnad  t« 
ttM  tkin  proper;  il  ia  Dot  inlrodaoed  oo  aecoont  of  ita  iaiiittat*  relationa  with  Tariida. 


iSfoJcM  on  the  Ckett. — A  eopf  of  thia  work,  sent  to  as  bf  itt  distin^isfaed 
author  upwards  of  two  jrein  ago,  has,  from  accidental  circumstancei,  only 
just  reached  ua.  Meiirs.  Haiwell  i,  BariiDgloa  hare,  we  are  iofonned, 
•ome  copies  of  the  Eogliah  edition  for  sale. 


Philadtlphia  Mtdieal  Society.— kt  the  annual  election  held  oa  Satur- 
day, 2d  JaDnary,  tbe  fbltowiog  offinra  weie  elected  for  the  eaining  year: — 

Pre«i<!«nt.— Thomaa  Harria,  M.D.. 

Ftce  Freaidentt.— George  B.  Wood,  M.  D. ;  Robert  M.  Hnsloo,  M.  D. 

Treantrer.—J.  Brewer,  M.  D, 

Corrttponding  Secretatia.—'B.  H,  Coalea,  M.  D.;  W.  Poyotell  Jobn- 
•ton,  M.  D. 

Rtcariling  Secretary.— iothoA  M.  Wallaoe,  M.  D. 

Orater.— Isaac  Parriah,  U.  D. 

IAbrarian.—3.  F.  White,  M.  D. 

Oirafor*.— Joseph  Peace,  M.  D-s  John  B,  Griscoiu,  M.  D. 
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Abt.  I.— case  of  severe  compound  fracture. 

n  1.  T.  mwitAif,  M.  D. 

Sl  FniwIiTllI*,  IM;  JaBDU7  4tta.INI. 

Dr.  JhtTigtiton, 

Sir,— If  the  followinff  case  ii  worth  ■  pUcH  in  joni  jogrnal  of  mediciu, 
it  it  at  ywT  ditpouL    KeBpeclfnllr, 

8.  T.  NmuM. 

-  On  the  24th  of  Febraarf  Jail,  I  waa  called  to  risit  Esihei,  aerTanl-girl, 
liTing  ail  or  eight  mile*  from  ArotlerdaiB,  Miaa.  The  gir],  I  was  informed, 
had  brokcD  hrr  leg.  When  I  Hrrived  I  found  her  suffering  extreme  agonri 
and  upon  removing  the  coverinff  which  bid  been  thrown  over  the  a&cled 
limb,  nay  sensibilicies  were  shocied  at  the  mangled  appearance  it  preseated. 
f  fouad  instead  of  a  fracture  (which  1  expected  lo  see,)  a  luxation  of  ihe 
joint,  made  b;  the  foot  on  one  part,  and  Ine  tibia  and  fibula  on  the  other,  Ja 
wbicb  th«  foot  was  almost  torn  from  the  leg;  it  being  lorn  from  the  exter- 
nal malleolua  upwards  and  across  the  iotlep,  down  to  the  tendoachillis;  this 
tendoD,  bowerer,  was  not  injured.  The  accident  occurred  in  the  folliiwing 
manner:  the  girl  was  sitting  on  the  axletree  of  a  wegoa,  with  her  legs  baog- 
iog  carelessly  down ;  while  in  this  siiuatioa  the  wagon  was  driven  orer  a 
■tamp,  and  ahe  noi  observing  it,  permitted  her  fool  to  be  caught  between  the 
■tump  and  the  aijetree.  The  consequence  was,  that  as  the  leg  was  pushed 
forward  and  the  foot  held  back,  the  tibia  and  fibula  were  forced  through  the 
capsular  ligameot,  tendons,  and  integumenL  externally,  to  the  distance  of 
nearly  two  inches,  while  at  the  same  time  the  sonounding  soft  parts  weia 
contused  and  lacerated  fby  the  cutting  edge  of  the  stump)  to  a  wonderful 
extent.  It  was  the  lelY  limb  that  was  implicated,  and  notwiihsiandioff  the 
foot  was  driven  toward  the  eitercal  malleolus,  with  a  force  that  will  be 
easily  conceived  of,  yet  tbe  tibia  and  fibula  did  not  lose  their  attacbmaot, 
contrary  to  what  might  have  been  eipecled,  wbea  we  lake  into  considera- 
tion ibe  manner  the  fibula  is  allied  to  the  astragalua,  so  as  to  form  ibe  exter- 
nal malleolus. 

The  extent  of  the  ininry  wa«  sucb  a*  to  induce  me  to  ibink  that  amputa- 
tion would  be  proper.  Before  modern  improTemenU  in  auri^ry,  amputation 
woold  have  been  looked  upon  as  ineriuble.  But  bearing  in  mind  the  pre- 
eepla  incDleated  by  Profesaot  Dudley  od  thia  subject,  riz.  that  a  anifND 
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ought  to  be  iodictable  for  a  high  offence  who 
limb  of  to  much  importance  as  either  of  the  ~~ 


jury  ii  of  such  a  nature  and  exlenl  as  to  preclude  the  pOEaibility  of  reslora- 
tioD,  T^hich  he  thinks  rarely  happeni; — and  tecolteciing,  loo,  the  siaiemeni 
of  Mr.  Hennen,  that  it  is  more  nonourable  to  the  surgeon  to  save  one  limb 
than  to  have  performed  numerous  amputaiioni,  however  aucceasfully  : — ac- 
tuated by  these  considerations,  and  ascertain  log  that  there  were  uninjured 
Teasels  sufficient  for  the  noarisbment  of  the  fool,  and  that  the  girl  was  also 
bealihy  and  of  good  conititutjon,  I  determined  to  make  an  effort  to  save  the 
foot;  for  which  purpose  I  had  as  suitable  an  apparatus  made  as  circum- 
stances would  admit  in  which  to  place  the  leg.  Then  having  a  pennaaent 
bed  prepared,  I  set  about  adjosliog  the  injury.  Making  a  black  man  (for 
the  overseer  of  the  plantation  was  a1>seBt,  and  I  could,  being  in  the  coantrr, 
get  no  other  assistance.)  take  hold  of  the  leg  so  as  to  steady  it,  I  gradually 
extended  the  fool  until  (with  other  manipulations  which  suggested  ihem- 
aelres,)  I  returned  it  to  its  place,  which,  in  consequence  of  the  injury  the 
muscles  had  received^  it  was  not  disposed  to  retain,  until  forced  to  do  so  by 
splints  and  a  roller,  lint  being  applied  over  tbe  wound  lo  absorb  the  secre- 
tions. 1  should  have  remarked,  when  describing  bow  the  parts  were  torn, 
that  there  was  less  hecnorrhage  than  might  have  been  expected,  the  hemor- 
rhage indeed  amounting  to  almost  nothing.  1  now  adjusted  tbe  limb  in  the 
apparatus  previously  prepared,  and  leaving  further  directions  to  be  followed 
daring  my  absence,  I  left,  for  1  could  not  await  the  time  of  bleeding. 

Visited  her  early  on  the  25th.  Pound  she  had  passed  a  miserable  night. 
Bowels  regular,  pulse  full  and  somewhat  incompressible.  Bled  her  an  tit 
the  activity  of  the  circulation  was  reduced.  Dressing  not  removed.  Pre- 
scription: antimoDial  powder*  to  be  taken  during  the  day,  and  an  opiate  at 

2filh.  Visited  her  in  company  with  my  friend  Dr.  Hansford.  Upon  re- 
moving the  dressing,  the  wound  presented  a  very  unfavourable  appeatance. 
Sanies  discharged  in  large  quantities.  After  washing  it  with  lepid  water 
and  Castile  soap,  dressed  it  with  dry  lint,  supporting  it  as  before.  Pulse 
strong  and  somewhat  bounding.  Abstracted  blood  to  affect  the  general  sys- 
tem.   Prescription  unchanged. 

27th.  Visited  her  again  with  Dr.  H.  She  complained  less  of  pain,  bat 
upon  inspecting  the  wound,  so  unfavourable  were  the  appearances  exhibited, 
that  Dr.  H.  and  myself  were  fearfnl  it  would  be  incnmug  too  much  risk  to 
the  constitution  to  defer  amputation.  There  was  considerable  sloughing 
both  of  muscles  and  tendon.  Large  quantities  of  sanies  were  discharged. 
We  determined,  however,  to  wait  a  day  or  two,  to  see  what  nature  vroald 
do.  The  wound  was  cleansed,  and  emollient  poultices  applied,  to  be  re- 
applied at  proper  intervals. 

28ih.  The  Wound  but  little  altered.  Treatment  the  same.  For  the  next 
two  or  three  days  there  was  not  moeh  change  in  appearance;  ibe  tendons 
and  muscles  continued  sloughing.  Discharge  of  matter  enormous,  bat  be- 
coming more  bealthjr  in  appearance.  Dead  portions  of  muscle  and  tendon 
weie  from  time  to  time  removed,  and  in  tbe  coorae  of  a  few  daya  appear- 
ances of  granulations  were  seen.  I  cooiinued  my  visits  unlit  tbe  11th 
Msrcfa,  and  up  to  this  lime  the  wound  bore  as  favourable  an  aspect  as  could 
hare  been  expected,  repatation  going  on  in  a  decided  but  slow  manner.  At 
this  period  1  delivered  ihe  girl  up  to  her  master,  Dr.  Joseph  Jones,  of  Vicks- 
bnig,  who  had  been  absent,  but  letumed  to  Vicksbutg  about  this  time,  and 
visited  his  plantation  immediately  upon  heartDg  of  the  accident.  I  cannot 
describe  the  progress  of  cure  after  11th  March,  but  at  this  time  (September 
12),  the  gill  ii  able  to  walk  about  and  attend  to  plantation  service.  She 
limps  considerably,  which  in  the  very  nature  of  things  must  alwaya  be  the 
case,  as  the  joint  must  ever  remain  partly  anchylosed. 

S.  T.  Newmah,  M.  D. 


h,  Google 


PatktAogy  of  the  Jbintt.    ■  291 

Aar.  II.-ON  PATHOLOGY  OF  THE  JOINTS. 

[Weeitrtci  (be  followiDg  article,  being  "«  Succinct  View  of  ihe  PreteDt 
Coodilion  ot  Koowiedge  on  tbe  Pathology  of  the  Joiotd,"  from  ibe  last  (Oct 
1B40)  anmbei  of  tbe  Britith  tnd  Foreigo  Medical  Reriew,— being  a  critical 
notice  of  the  worht  of  Sir  B.  Brodie,  R.  Adams,  J.  BlBekbarn,  L.  H.  Sehu- 
mer,  and  £.  J.  Lederle.— Ed.] 

1.  Dueatea  of  the  Synovial  Membrane*.  Tbe  synovial  membranes  are 
amnged  Oa  the  same  general  plan  as  the  serous,  forming,  like  thnm,  closed 
ucs.  That  they  pass  over  the  surfaces  of  the  cartilages  can  do  longer  be  a 
■object  of  doubi,  since,  in  addition  to  the  previous  strong  and  almost  tuffir 
cient  evidence  in  favour  of  that  view,  Heole  has  found,  witb  the  microscope, 
Ibat  a  fine  cellular  corium,  covered  by  a  delicate  layer  of  epithelium,  passes 
over  the  exposed  surface  of  all  the  antcular  cartilages.'  There  is  undoubt- 
edly, also,  "some  analogy  in  the  diseases"  of  ibr  synovial  and  of  (he  seioua 
•acs;  but  it  is  far  from  perfect;  and  on  the  very  first  point  which  Sir  B. 
Brodie  mentions  (p.  7),  that  of  "swelling  of  a  joint  from  a  preternaiural 

Snantity  of  fluid  collected  in  its  cavity,  without  pain  or  inflammation,"  we 
nd  an  important  difference  between  the  two.  The  dropsies  of  serous  saca 
are  of  two  distinct  kinds :  in  one  the  fluid  passes  out  from  the  vessels  by  a 
power  which  is  entirely  local,  by  an  act  ot  secretion;  in  the  other  it  trans* 
odes  from  them  under  the  influence  of  simple  mechanical  pressure,  which 
may  be  imitated  at  will  by  artificial  injections,  or  its  excessive  effusion  is 
the  consequence  of  some  physical  change  in  the  condition  of  the  blood.  la 
the  Grsi  class  of  efiusions  we  find  the  effects  of  pleuritis,  peritonitis,  and. 
more  definitely,  hydiocele;  in  (he  second,  the  ascites  of  obstructed  partial 
circulation,  and  the  more  general  dropsy  of  obstructed  circnlatton  from  dis- 
ease of  tbe  heart,  in  which  anasarca  of  the  cellular  and  other  soft  tissues 
coincides  with  effusion  into  the  serous  sacs. 

Now  the  synovial  sacs  ore  subject  only  to  the  first  kind  of  efiiisionsj  to 
those  whteh  arise  from  a  local  secretory  power.  It  has  often  been  observed 
as  a  distinction  between  serous  and  synovial  membranes,  that  the  one  ia 
commonly,  the  other  never,  the  seat  of  simple  dropsical  effusions,  and  ihe 
difference  has  usually  been  ascribed  to  some  yet  unseen  diversity  of  tissue, 
or  to  a  yei  more  vague  peculiarity  of  vital  action.  We  believe  that  the  cause 
of  the  dislioction  lies  in  neither  of  these  circumstances;  but  in  the  neeuliar 
construction  of  the  cavities  which  the  synovial  membraues  line,  and  in  the 
difference  between  them  and  most  of  those  thai  are  lined  by  serous  mem- 
branes. As  tbe  blood  passes  along  the  vessels  in  healthy  circulation,  just 
sufficient  fluid  transudes  through  theii^alls  to  keep  the  adjacent  tissues  and 
aurfaces  slightly  moist;  hut  if  the  pressure  of  the  blood  against  Ihe  walls  of 
the  vessels  l>e  increased  by  any  obstacle  to  tbe  passage  of  venous  blood,  or 
(which  comes  to  the  same  ibinff)  by  an  incieased  force  of  the  arterial  blood 
without  any  increased  means  tor  its  passage  through  (be  veins,  more  fluid 
must  of  necessity  pass  through  the  walls  of  every  vessel  (bat  is  not  supported 
by  tbe  unyielding  pressure  oT  some  firm  substance  around  iL  In  all  the  soft 
and  easily  eztendmg  tissues,  therefore,  and  in  all  the  cavities  with  yielding 
Valla,  dropsy  is  thus  at  once  produced,  the  force  of  the  obs(ruc(ed  blooa 
being  amply  suflScient  to  distend  those  parts.  But  it  is  diflerent  with  the 
hard  tissues  and  the  unyielding  cavities,  such  as  the  cartilages,  tbe  tendons, 
tbe  cerebrospinal  cavity,  and  the  jofnts;  in  these  no  mechanical  dropsy 
(such  as  arises  from  disease  of  ibe  heart)  can  lake  place,  for  Ihe  same  force 
by  which  tbe  fluid  is  effused  in  increased  quantity  in  the  parts  already  men- 
tioned, is  totally  unable  to  distend  thera.     Hence,  thoogb  all  the  tistuea 
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umnA  them  tie  loaked  id  fioid,  no  lendoa  or  ci 
ID  a  general  dropay ;  aad  thii  not  for  want  ef  ves 
of  thosa  retieli  are  bonnded  by  UDyietding  iiMues  iaio  wfaich  fluid  could 
transude  only  under  a  ht  greater  force  of  presiure.  For  the  same  reasoD, 
while  in  iimilar  cases  the  abdomeD  and  the  peiicardium  are  distended,  and 
the  lunga  are  compressed  by  the  fluid  effuted  from  the  ohsiiocied  vesteh 
within  and  around  then),  the  nervous  centres  in  ibeir  carity  of  filed  and 
unalterable  size,  and  the  joints  with  tbeii  tough,  unyielding  walls,  are  dq- 
~  affected. 

The  droptie*  of  aynofial  mcs,  then,  are  enlirelr  the  reaalt  of  a  local  act 
of  secretion ;  they  correspond  to  hydrocele,  aod  to  the  efiects  of  pleuritis  and 
peritonitis,  See. ;  fant  there  are  no  afieciions  of  the  joints  analogous  to  ascites 
or  the  coincident  efiusioB  from  obslniction  into  other  serous  sacs.  In  pass- 
ing, we  would  point  out  these  facts  as  iltostraiire  of  the  difierence  between 
secretion  and  mere  mechanical  effusion :  and  of  the  varieiies  of  the  forces 
by  which,  under  different  circumstances,  fluids  are  made  lo  pass  Ihroogh  the 
walls  of  ressel*.  The  force  of  secretion  is  in  these  eases  shown  lo  be  soS- 
eient  to  produce,  in  a  few  hours,  such  a  disteolion  of  a  joint  as  could  not 
have  been  effected  in  as  many  years  by  the  force  of  exndstion  eiercixed  by 
an  obitrueted  column  of  blood  driven  on  even  by  an  faypertrophied  heart. 

But  this  affection,  this  hydrops  articuli,  in  wb  ich  an  mcreased  ijuaniity  of 
fluid  is  poured  inlo  a  joint  without  pain  or  inflammation,  snd  in  which  the 
fluid  differs  but  slightly  from  common  synovia,  is  of  rare  occurrence.  The 
more  frequent  cause  of  effusion  of  an  increasea  quantity  of  fluid  into  a  joint 
is  a  distinct  inflammation  of  the  synovial  membrane. 

On  reviewing  the  cases  of  this  class  which  Sir  B.  Brodie  relates,  as  well 
u  those  tliat  have  fallen  under  our  own  observBtloo,  it  is  evident  that,  as 
subjects  of  morbid  anatomy,  the  changes  produced  by  this  inflammation  pre- 
sent  peculiarities  of  two  kinds, — one  depending  on  the  peculiarity  of  the 
tissue  itself,  the  others  on  that  of  its  construction  and  arrangemeoi.  The 
latter  have  been  by  no  means  sufficiently  considered,  though  they  are  of 
great  importance  in  eiplaining  some  facts  which,  at  first  sight,  sppear  ane- 
malaus. 

As  (he  subject  of  disease,  the  syoovisl  membrane  cannot  be  abstractedly 
considered.  Regarded  as  a  homogeneous  thin  layer  of  (issue  lining  the 
whole  joint,  ii  is  yet  evident  that  both  in  health  and  disease  the  perfortri- 
ance  of  its  functions  must  be  materially  influenced  by  the  cbaracier  of  the 
tissue  subjacent  to  it,  and  from  or  through  which  it  receives  its  vessels.  Sir 
B.  Brodie  (page  6)  states  il  as  a  principle  to  which  all  will  agree,  that 
"  living  organs  are  more  subject  to  have  iheir  natural  functions  deranged  ia 
proportion  as  they  are  more  vascular,  and  ss  they  are  employed  in  a  greater 
degree  in  the  process  of  secretion."  But  the  degree  ot  vascularity  in  the 
synovial  membranes  of  different  joints,  and  even  in  thai  of  the  same  joint, 
is  by  no  means  fiied ;  the  same  membrane  where  it  lines  the  articular  carti- 
lage is  far  less  vascular  than  where  it  lines  cellular  tissue  or  fat ;  less  vas- 
cular, again,  where  it  is  placed  on  ligament  than  where  it  lies  on  bone  or 
periosteum.  The  liability  lo  inflammation,  and  the  severity  of  the  resulu 
of  the  same  inflammation  ofs  synovial  membrane,  will  therefore  be  deter- 
mined, not  by  a  certain  vascularity  peculiar  to  itself  (as  they  are  in  mascle 
or  in  bone),  but  by  the  vascularity  of  tbe  tissues  beneath  it ;  for  the  vascu- 
larity of  (he  various  portions  of  the  synovial  membrane  is  determined  by 
that  of  the  tissue  through  which  each  receives  its  vessels. 

We  might  illustrate  this  principle  of  the  influence  of  subjacent  tissues 
DpDQ  the  diseases  of  lining  membranes  by  several  examples;  but  we  wilt 
take  only  one,  that  of  the  inflammation  of  arteries  sod  veins.  The  lining  mem- 
brane of  ihe  whole  system  of  blood-vesselj  is  continuous,  and  in  sll  its  parts 
similar,  whether  we  receive  the  older  view  of  an  internal  thin  layer  of  cellu- 
lar tissue,  or  Ihe  correct  demonstration  of  Schwann,  that  it  is  chiefly  com- 
fosed  ftf  fibre*  of  elaatic  tiMue,  in  which,  if  any,  a  loBgitodiaal  direction  is 
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diM«raib1e,  aoil  irbote  ntrflice  is  lined  bf  ■  fine  epithelium.'  in  e itber  cm 
the  lioinp  of  the  arierie*  and  veiot  m*y  be  considered  identical.  Yet  how 
different  era  tbeir  dtaeasei.  Acace  arteritU  is  oae  of  the  rarest  affeciiatti, 
bnt  acute  phlebiiie  it  of  eomparatirelf  commoD  occurrence.  And  in  the 
effects  of  each  there  ia  no  leu  marked  a  difference ;  in  arieritie  the  highest 
d^ree  of  iDflamnuitioB  producea  only  a  slishi  effusion  of  l^uph  or  adbeston; 
vbile  in  phlebitis,  suppuratiou,  and  the  aaundaat  formation  of  lymph,  ate 
eommoa  and  almost  conataat  effects.  There  seems  no  otl>er  sumcient  rea- 
son for  iflch  a  difference  in  (he  resulte  of  the  same  disease  in  two  lissnes  of 
the  same  kind  than  this,— that  in  the  one  the  tissue  receires  iu  resiels  tmm 
a  surrounding  very  vaMolar  la]rer  of  cellular  wembraaa,  in  the  other  from 
a  h;er  of  elastic  tissue,  in  which  ressels  are  bat  just  demonstrable ;  and 
that  in  each  part  its  own  raicnlarity  is  direetljr  proportioned  to  that  of  its 
snbjaeent  tissue. 

Other  examples  of  a  similar  kiod  will  at  once  present  ihemselTes  to  the 
reader's  mind.  To  apply  the  principle  which  tha^  establish  to  the  affections 
of  the  STDorial  membrane;  The  tissues  on  which  it  is  placed  might  be 
arranged  according  to  their  raacularity  in  the  following  oraer:  adipose  and 
cellular  tissue;  boae  and  periosteum;  tendon  aed  ligament;  fibro-cartilage ; 
articular  cartilage;  and  as  a  general  rule  (to  which,  however,  certain  local 
circomstaoces  ^ill  cause  individual  exceptions,)  we  think  it  will  be  found 
that  the  morbid  ehaogea  of  the  several  parts  of  the  membrane  lining  these 
tjasnes,  both  in  severity  and  fre<}ueDcy,  lollow  the  same  series. 

When,  for  example,  we  examine  an  old  diseased  knee-joint,  in  which  tha 
history  shows  that  iaflamraaiion  commenced  in  the  synovial  membrane,  we 
do  not  find  its  whole  lining  equally  affected;  but  by  far  the  most  severe 
results  of  the  disease  are  seen  on  the  portions  beneath  which  adipose  tissue 
is  placed,  as  above  and  bv  the  sides  of  tbe  patella;  here  it  is  most  thickened, 
most  spongy,  most  vascular,  and  covered  by  tbe  greatest  quantity  of  lymph; 
on  the  periosteum  arouod  the  edge  of  the  cartilage,  and  oo  the  froot  of  the 
crucial  ligaments,  similar  effects  are  mnch  less  in  degree ;  end  on  tbe  sur- 
face of  the  cartilages  tbey  are  altogether  absent.  But  the  synovial  mem- 
brane is  over  all  these  pans,  per  «e  the  same ;  and  there  is  every  reason  ^ 

believe  that  all  of  it  is  simultaneously  r"-" " --i— J  "—  •■--  ■•■■ 

90  that  there  can  scarcely  be  any  olhe 
different  natures  of  the  subjacent  tissues.* 

In  like  manner  (thoug;h  in  the  determination  of  this  result  there  must  be 
many  more  modifying  circumstaoces),  we  believe  ihet  the  comparative  fre- 
quency of  disease  of  the  synovial  membrane  in  different  joints,  depends  in 
greet  measure  on  the  degree  of  vascularity  of  the  tissues  by  which  tne  walls 
of  each  joint  are  formed.  In  none  is  the  disease  so  common  as  in  tbe  knee- 
joint,  and  no  joint  has  more  of  its  synovial  membrane  In  contact  with  adi- 
pose tissne;  next  to  the  knee  in  this  respect  may  probably  be  placed  the 
elbow,  and  here  again  a  considerable  quantity  of  loose  and  vascular  tissue 
surrounds  tbe  joint;  while  in  the  hip,  where  there  is  a  complete  and  dense 
fibrous  capsular  ligament,  with  tbe  low  degree  of  vascularity  peculiar  to  that 
elaas  of  tissues,  primary  disease  of  the  synovial  membrane  is  by  compsrison 
of  very  rare  occurrence.    Sir  B.  Brodie  regards  the  exposure  looold  as  the 

■  Encf  clapL  Worlerb.  des  Hedicin.  WiMeotcbsnen.  AM.  Oahne.  His  viaw  is  odo- 
firmed  by  G iitenber;,  Rienschcl  (Da  Aner.elTenir.  Btrnetcra), and  Hanie, (Uebardie 
Aaibreitanf  6a  Epithel.  Mttll.  Arch.  183S),  thoagh  in  seme  meiMire  eontradiclwl  bf 
Vtlentin,  (Repertorium,  &c.) 

■  By  this  eiptuutiga,  too,  the  chief  objeotion  orged  againit  the  presumed  paeMga 
•f  the  lynovi*!  msmbruie  over  tbe  oirtiUge  i*  daatrojed ;  if  the  osiliUgee  IheoMelvse 
are  iibaeara  in  their  manifbrtationi  of  disease,  so  niiut  be  tbe  luembiines  which  sre  so 
intimatnlj  conoected  with  them,  end  wbieb  reeeive  fron  tbooi  s  great  part  of  their 
vaaonlar  lapply. 
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chief  canse  af  the  fre^ueocr  of  inflammstioo  of  ihe  koee-JNiit,  and  Mr. 
Adams  partiatly  cajncides  in  that  opioioD ;  the  iafluence  of  cold  caanot  be 
denied,  bat  its  sufficiency  may  be  doubted  when  Ihe  disease  is  far  more  rare 
in  the  wrisi  and  ankle,  which  are  more  exposed  lo  cold  thaa  the  koee,  but  a 
greater  portioD  of  whose  contour  is  occapied  by  fibrous  tiatues. 

These  c  ire  urns  la  aces,  then,  which  are  often  regarded  as  anomalies, 
nanielr,  the  varied  frequency  of  common  inflammation  of  the  synoTial  mem- 
brane in  different  joints,  and  tbe  varied  degrees  of  its  severity,  as  exhibited 
in  its  producla,  in  diflerent  parts  of  tbe  same  joint,  are,  we  believe,  fairly  ex- 
plained by  the  different  degrees  of  vascularity  possessed  by  the  surroundiag 
anbjacenl  tissues,  from  which  the  synovial  membrane  receives  its  vessels. 
We  may  now  proceed  to  the  diseased  appearances  whose  peculiarities  are 
moie  probably  referrible  to  tbe  nature  of  the  aynovial  tissue  itself. 

The  effect  most  commonly  and  ol^en  permanently  left  by  inflammation 
of  the  synovial  membrane  is  thickening.  This  differs  from  the  analogcua 
change  produced  in  a  serous  or  mucous  membrane,  by  the  t^aru  being  leas 
denie  and  firm ;  tbe  thickened  pan  is  soft,  and  easily  tears ;  it  had  a  spongy 
cadematons  character ;  its  free  surface,  instead  of  being  smooth  and  polished, 
acquires  a  delicately  granulated  or  almost  villons  aspect,  not  unlike  that  of 
a  granular  conjunctiva ;  and  at  tbe  edges  of  tbe  cartilages  it  oAen  overlaps 
them,  just  as  a  chemotic  conjunctiva  overhangs  the  margin  of  a  cornea.' 

la  this  condition  Ihe  tissue  of  the  membrane  undergoes  no  material 
chanse;  it  is  only  swollen  by  tbe  effusion  of  serous  fluid,  and  usually  of 
lymph,  into  its  areolee,  which,  if  the  affection  be  not  complicated  with  other 
articular  diseases,  are  often  rapidly  removed  after  counier-iiritation  or  other 
means.  There  is  another  state  which  possesses  some,  though  an  obscure, 
relation  to  this  simple  thickening,  but  which  is  much  more  serious  in  its 
nature.  Sir  B.  Brodie  regards  it  as  a  change  peculiar  to  the  synovial  mem- 
branes  of  joints,  and  belonging  to  tbe  same  class  with  tubercle,  carcinoma, 
Ac. 

"  The  morbid  action  evidently  originates  in  the  synovial  membrane,  wbick 
loaes  ila  natural  organisation,  and  becomes  converted  into  a  thick,  pulpy 
substance,  of  a  light  brown  and  sometimes  of  a  reddish- brown  colour,  inter- 
sected by  white  membranous  lines.  As  the  disease  advances,  it  involves 
all  the  parts  of  which  the  joint  is  composed,  producing  utccratloD  of  Iha 
cartilages,  caries  of  the  hones,  wasting  of  the  ligaments,  and  abacessea  in 
different  places."    (p.  79.) 

This  form  of  disease  is  that  which  Dr.  Lederle,  with  most  of  the  Oerman 
writers,  describes  as  fungus  genu,  and  to  which  he  applies  ihe  exiraoidioary 
appellation  of  "dynamico-vegetative  oseudoplasm."  It  is  also  one  (and  if 
Ihey  understood  anv  thing  deflniie  by  Ine  name,  the  especial)  form  of  disease 
described  by  the  old  writers  as  white  swelling.  We  are  inclined  lo  think 
that  it  is  more  commonly  an  effect  of  simple  chronic  inflammation  of  the 
membrane  than  Sir  B.  Brodie  regards  it;  inmost  common  situation,  the 
knee,  is  that  in  which  tbe  synovial  membrane  is  far  most  frequently  in- 
flamed; its  history  is  of>en  that  of  protracted  inflammation;  the  shades  be- 
tween it  and  common  thickening  are  so  numerous,  that  they  are  scarcely 
separable;  and  it  does  not,  like  other  specific  or  malignant  diseases,  affect 
either  the  same  tissue  in  different  parts,  or  different  tissues  coincidently. 
Further  pathological  investigation  is  still  necesanry  on  this  subject ;  tbe  in- 
terest or  which  is  the  greater  because  the  disease  in^ts  advanced  stages 
admits  neither  of  cure  nor  alleviation;  and  if  it  be  in  any  case  the  result 

>  In  this,  as  well  »  in  many  other  circura stances,  in  both  Iheir  natural  and  morbid 
•troclora,  ona  cinnat  bat  be  atrnck  irilb  the  cloMnew  nf  Ihe  inBlorji  between  synovial 
owmbrane  and  the  conjunctiva.  The  cumparwoo  was  Gr*l  nado  h;  W.  Hunter,  who 
wai,  indeed,  in  tbii  part  of  hi*  dMcripttons,  aingularly  felicitoos ;  citnesa  the  ramous 
compaiisoD  of  the  •erotw  sacs  to  donbis  nightcaps. 
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of  the  Begleei  of  ■  more  timple  diaeue,  iu  prarentiDn  •hoaU  of  coarse  be 
tbt,  object  of  roocli  grsaler  care  tbftD  i>  uaualljr  beatowed  on  eammoD  stiff 
joints. 

lo  (bJckcDiog  of  tyaOTial  oiembrsoes,  serum  sod  iymph  ire  effused  in  the 
areolK  of  its  (issue,  and  rery  geoeralir  id  the  adjaceot  perls,  which  became 
hard,  lough,  and  ooTieldlDg,  lose  all  their  power  of  sliding  upon  one  another, 
aod  in  some  cases  form  an  almost  homogeneous,  brawny,  iDfiluated  mass, 
ia  whicb  the  dissector  has  difficulty  in  discovering  eveo  those  tbings  that  in 
healih  are  among  the  most  prominent.  At  the  same  time  lymph  and  serum 
ma;  be  secreted  on  the  free  surface  of  the  synorial  membrane  and  iaio  the 
canty  of  the  joint.  The  efiusion  of  lymph,  however,  it  on  ihe  whole  less 
fre^aent  in  the  synovial  than  in  the  serous  sacs;  a  rircumstance  in  which 
again  Ibey  appear  in  some  measure  intermediate  betweea  serous  and  mu- 
eona  membranes.  The  lymph  may  form  adhesions  between  the  opposite 
snrfaces  of  the  membrane;  for  adhesions  are  the  result  of  iuflammalioo,  not 
of  any  particular  lisaue,  but  of  all  lissnes  which  are  so  arranged  as  to  pi«- 
■•ot  two  surfaces  sufficiently  near  each  other  lo  permit  the  lymph  effused 
npoD  one  to  adhere  to  that  upon  the  other,  and  thus  in  one  mass  with  it  to 
be  organised.  Where  this  arrangement  is  wanting,  whatever  be  the  tissues 
inflamed,  it  is  evident  no  adhesion  between  tbem  can  lake  place.  In  the 
synovial  sacs  adhesions  are  oo  the  whole  less  frequent  then  in  Ihe  serous; 
probably  in  consequence  of  the  little  power  which  some  of  the  tissues  com- 
posing the  former  possess  of  producing  or  receiving  new  vessels.  Thus, 
sappose  lynlph  effused  on  Ihe  surface  of  a  synovial  membrane,  opposite  ft 
cartilage ;  the  chance  Ihsl  the  cartilage  will  eitber  produce  or  receive  new 
vesaels  to  communicate  with  those  thai  form  in  the  lymph  is  but  slight  But 
there  are  only  a  few  parts  of  the  joints  in  which  the  synovial  membrane 
covering  one  tissue  is  not  opposed  lo  that  covering  cartilage,  and  the  adhe- 
sions that  do  fwm  are  generally  found  in  these  parts,  as,  for  example,  where 
the  synovial  membrane  of  the  wall  of  the  Joint  is  opposed  lo  its  own  reflexion 
over  the  bone.  Hence,  in  the  knee,  the  frequency  of  the  cases  in  which  the 
cavity  of  the  articulation  is  obliterated  above  the  patella,  and  at  the  sides  of 
the  condyle*  of  the  femur,  and  round  the  head  of  Ihe  libia.  The  cases  are 
rare  in  which  adhesions  pass  the  surface  ot  the  synovial  membraoe  cover- 
ing the  cartilages;  but  they  occasionally  happen,  and  are,  we  think,  more 
common  in  the  ankle  than  in  any  other  joint.  There  are  several  specimens 
of  the  kind  in  Ihe  College  of  Surgeons;  and  we  have  seen  more  than  one 
in  which  a  dislioclly  vascular  adhesion  passed  from  one  cartilage  to  ike 
other  without  having  any  connection  with  the  more  vascular  parts  of  the 
synovial  membrane  fining  the  wells  of  the  joint;  evidence  which  alone 
affords  as  good  proof  of  the  vascularity  of  cartilage  as  most  faclt  in  medi- 
cine are  based  upon. 

The  next  degree  of  the  effects  of  inflammation  of  the  synovial  membrane 
is  snppuraiion.  It  affords  a  good  example  of  ihe  production  of  pus  without 
ulceration  ;  though  the  doctrine  of  suppuration  from  a  sound  tissue  has  lost 
its  verbal  truth  since  Henle  proved  the  existence  of  a  synovial  and  a  serous 
epithelium,  and  rendered  it  probable  that  before  pus-globulca  can  be  pro- 
duced fiotn  a  membrane's  surface,  the  epilheliuB)  cells  must  be  removed. 
The  pus  is  therefore  produced  from  the  raw  surface  of  the  synovial  mem- 
brane, jusl  as  it  is  from  lbs  cutis  when  its  epidermis  is  removed.  The  pro- 
duction of  pas,  like  that  of  dropsies  in  synovial  sacs,  is  by  a  process  of 
secretion,  which  overcomes  all  the  resistanee  of  the  wails  of  the  joint,  and 
often  distends  them  to  an  enormous  size.  In  Ibis  case  there  can  be  no  doubt 
of  the  propriety  of  Sir  fi.  Brodie's  advice  that  ibe  fluid  shoald  be  let  out  by 
■n  opening  made  into  the  joint;  the  sufferings  wbicb  the  paitent  endures 
from  an  otherwise  irremuvsble  and  still  increasing  collection  of  fluid  dis- 
tending all  the  tissues  around  it,  at  once  decisis  the  necessity  of  the  mea- 
sure. He  limits  the  practice  to  these  cases;  and  except  in  cOQsiderabla 
eolleoiions  of  pns,  we  cannot  bat  doubt  (he  propriety  of  euUlng  into  ft  joiaL 
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T«t  then  are  tnaay  good  pnetitioBera  vlio  do  not  bcsitau  to  adopt  tbt  Mm* 
meant  ia  nany  otbn  eaaea,  under  tba  idea  tbat  ihe  inevitable  anebyloaia 
will  be  accelerated.  Tbeir  argutneots  for  tUii  practice,  bowefer,  Hcm  lo 
faroith  [heir  onn  contradietioo ;  it  it  true  that  anchyliiaiB  efteo  follows  tbe 
wound  of  a  bealtbv  joiDi,  a»d  to  doet  death  soBielJiiiei ;  but,  ut  tbey,  tho 
opeaJDg  of  B  diteated  joint  is  rtrf  different  from  opeaioK  a  healiiif  one, — it 

Srodaces  do  ill  effect,  and  awy  be  dose  witb  perfect  eafetr.  Bat  if  it  pro* 
uces  DO  ill  effect,  will  it  produce  aoobyloeiB,  which  it  (he  most  eommott 
ill  effect  that  followt  it  when  performed  ob  a  ioaad  joiotl  For  what  ara 
tbe  obstacle*  to  tbe  ooeurrcDce  of  aDchjloiis  in  the  common  coorae  of  the 
dieeaee  which  tbe  operaiioD  Temoresl  We  believe  none— unteat  the  opea- 
iox  leiB  out  luch  a  quautitf  of  fluid  ai  waa  tufficieni  to  separate  Ibe  aarfaees 
that  should  adhere.  For  osseous  aachyloais  to  lake  place,  tbe  cartilage* 
iBDBt  lie  remored  and  the  bones  exposed ;  graoulatioQi  must  arise  from  each 
of  them,  BDd  uDitiag,  become  osseous ;  if  pus,  or  an*  other  fluid,  keep  tbe 
graDutatioQS  apart  and  prefeni  their  union,  it  should  uDdoubtedly  be  re- 
moved ;  but  if  not,  the  process  will  go  on  as  plainly  as  tbe  onioD  of  a  simple 
fractare,  Bud,  for  augbl  we  can  see,  it  would  be  as  wise  to  pass  a  lancet 
betweau  the  ends  of  a  broken  bene,  under  tbe  idea  of  accelerating  their 
union,  as  to  open  a  joint  not  full  of  pns,  in  the  hope  of  acceterating  its  an- 
ebylosis. 

11  the  pus  b«  not  artificially  remeved  from  a  joint,  it  will  slowly  make  iu 
way  out  by  uloeratioo  through  one  of  tbe  space*  between  Ibe  denaa  lissocs 
of  the  walls,  or  if  tbe  joint  have  a  capsular  ligament,  through  the  meshw 
of  its  fibrous  fasciculi.  The  aperture  first  forms  where  the  resistance  ia 
least^  in  accordance  with  common  physical  laws ;  the  fluid  piesaing  equally 
IB  all  directions,  distends,  and  produces  its  injurious  affects  most  rabidly 
where  tbe  parts  are  weakesL  The  artificial  opening  of  the  distended  joint 
is  thus  ihe  more  advantageoas,  because  it  ia  a  rare  coincideaee  in  which  the 
weakest  it  at  the  same  time  tbe  most  dependent  part;  and  a  aaturally  formed 
opening  will  seldom  be  placed  so  as  to  permit  the  the  fluid  to  past  off  by  it 
npidly  enough  to  keep  tbe  joint  empty.  Thus,  ia  tbe  knee,  opeDings  most 
Aequenlly  form  at  tbe  sides  by  the  lateral  ligaments;  or  in  front,  jast  by 
tbe  sides  of  the  ligamenium  patella ;  or  if  they  form  behind,  it  is  tou  ol^en 
by  the  pus  creeping  through  a  loDg  and  tortuoas  course,  in  the  bam  and 
down  by  the  heads  of  tbe  gastro-cnemii.  Ab  artificial  opening  may  of  couraa 
be  made  wherever  the  patient's  position  and  other  ciraumslances  render  it 
most  desirable ;  ceteris  paribus,  thai  which  Sir  B.  Brodic  tecommeoda,  in 
tbe  most  depending  part,  will  be  Ihe  best. 

Thai  important  morbid  condition  in  which  pus  is  aimnllaneoUBly  deposited 
in  a  wimber  of  joints  is  stilt,  as  lo  its  pathology,  most  obscure.  Bcarceir 
any  advance  baa  been  made  in  our  knowledge  of  it  since  Mr.  Arnott's  au- 
mirable  paper  on  Phlebitis  was  published  in  the  Mcdico-Cbirurgical  Trans- 
actions. Of  its  frequent  coincidence  with  phlebitis  there  can  be  no  doubt; 
but  it  is  far  from  proved  to  be  a  consequence  of  it :  on  the  contrary,  eases 
are  not  wanitD^  in  which  the  venous  system,  ihoogh  carefully  examined,  has 
beea  found  quite  sound.  On  all  connected  with  these  caMS  much  more  evi- 
dence is  yel  required ;  and  it  it  to  be  hoped  that  iheir  explanation  will  be 
one  of  the  Brst  practical  retullt  of  ihe  microscopic  observations  on  pus  and 
auppuration,  which  are  bow  occupying  to  many  active  minds,  but  have  as 
yet  been  lamentably  barren  of  proutable  results. 

In  tbe  natural  prepress  of  disease,  the  pus  formed  in  a  joint  will  pats  out 
ttf  it  by  ulceration ;  it  is  much  more  rare  for  it  to  pass  from  without  in- 
wards, and  by  ulceration  to  produce  perforation  of  a  joint.  But  such  cases 
(though  as  yet,  we  believe,  almott  undescribed,)  do  occur,  and  they  are  per- 
haps tbe  most  terrible,  in  their  symptoms  and  progress,  of  all  iha  diseases 
that  affecl  the  joints;  for  they  are  equal  [o  the  ulcerative  perfotalions  of  tbe 
•crout  sacs  in  tbeir  rapidity  of  local  progress,  and  though  less  quickly  fatal, 
ara  even  far  mora  painfnl  than  ihey  are.    Happily  the  conditiona  in  which 
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ihn  eaa  oecar  are  but  hw ;  they  arc  only  tfaote  io  which  ■  collection  of  pai 
i«  lormed  in  torn*  tissae  adJBceni  to  a  joiot,  aod  ti  preieoted  from  malctDC 
ilt  wa;  extHoally  by  aame  dcoie  oa^ielding  aabstaocp  beiween  iL  and  tbe 
anrfica  of  tbe  limb.  This  it  aometimes  the  case  wheo  the  head  of  a  bone 
ia  neeroced,  or  baa  a  auppuraiiog  cavitf  formed  wiihin  it;  as  the  fluid  io- 
erpases,  and  the  bone  arouod  it  is  remored,  it  may  at  last  perforate  ibe  joiot 
through  the  ulcerated  caitllage,  aod  tbe  desimetioa  thai  follows  it  is  alike 
rapid  aod  paioful.  More  rarely,  an  ab&cess  formed  externally  to  the  joiot 
'Opens  iiilD  it  at  some  part  where  the  synorial  membrane  is  guarded  by 
weaker  tiasuea  than  those  which  lie  tuperficially  id  the  pus,  and  in  these 
cases,  also,  a  rapid  destruction  of  cartilage,  with  intense  inflammatiun  of  the 
avDoiial  ssembrane,  sad  the  moat  acute  suBeriag,  are  sure  cooieque aces. 
AmputatioQ,  which  the  sererity  of  the  symptoms  at  once  demands,  probably 
aflbrds  tbe  only  prospect  of  recovery. 

We  have  considered  tbe  several  degrees  of  the  aSectioo  of  the  ajaiyitl 
membraoe  separately,  because  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  in  their  treat- 
meat  to  know  that  id  the  early  stages  of  disease  of  the  juiots  only  ibis  pari 
may  be  aSts:ied,  and  that,  iberefore,  the  limb  may  by  timfly  aod  proper  care 
be  rftstored  to  complete  health.  Sir  B.  Brodie  particularly  insists  os  the 
Beeeisiiy  of  Icoowiog  what  the  early  coiidiiiona  of  these  diseases  are,  before 
they  ba*e  proved  fatal  to  ihr  limb  or  life  by  inrolvinK  all  tbe  tissues  adja- 
cent to  that  primarily  aflected.  It  ia  probably  from  (aek  o(  opporiuoiiy  oT 
observing  these  early  changes,  that  nearly  all  writers  but  himself  desi^ribe 
the  affectiona  of  joiots  as  so  complex,  and  so  rarely  isolated  in  any  oue  of 
the  tissues  eompusiog  ihera.  Triis  is  ia  some  measure  the  case  with  Mr. 
Adams,  who,  though  not  deoviog  the  probability  that  the  diseases  ofa  joint 
may  commence  in  any  one  or  its  tissues  separately,'  yet  refuse*  lo  tahe  ad- 
vantage of  tbe  evident  disliociions  thai  might  be  founded  on  that  fact,  and 
writes  of  inflammation  of  ibe  hip'joiai  (arthritit  coxa)  in  general,  distin- 
guishing only  the  three  forms  ol  acute,  strumous,  and  chronic  rbeumalic 
iuflammation;  and  of  ibe  diseases  ol'  the  knee-joint,  onder  the  general  name 
of  arthritis  genu,  disiinguished  only  into  acute,  simple  chrooic,  chronic  rbeu- 
malic,  and  chronic  strumous  arthritis.  This,  however,  is  depriving  mnrbid 
anaiomy  of  much  of  its  practical  benefii.  To  be  sure,  when  we  get  a  dis- 
eased joint  to  louk  at,  it  is  in  general  only  when  it  had  ceased  to  afibrd  any 
hope  of  ever  being  useful  to  the  patient,  and  when  he  is  either  dead  or 
maimed ;  and  then,  no  doubt,  we  may  find  the  ravages  of  synovitis,  chon- 
4riiia,  Mieiiis,  and  maoy  more  such  enemies,  as  formidable  in  oalnre  as  in 
name;  but  we  sbonld  remember  that  there  probably  was  ■  time  when  thera 
were  fewer  to  contend  with;  that  all  these  crept  in  one  by  one,  each  eaiati- 
lisbiog  himself  on  the  ground  near  that  which  was  already  occupied  by^ae 
of  his  allies,  if  any  thing  is  to  be  done  for  the  core  of  this  class  of  diseases, 
ii  must  be  attempted  before  many  of  the  tissues  are  afieeted  ;  the  chances  of 
benefit  are  always  inversely  to  the  namher  of  those  terrible  itee,  and  the  more 
•eparately  we  consider  them  all,  the  better  shall  we  be  prepared  to  combat 
wiib  eacD. 

[T»  b*  eonilnBed.) 


Medical  IntlUuU  of  Louisville.— The  annual  catalogue  of  this  inslitnlion 
l^vea  tbe  names  of  205  students  now  in  attendance.  Of  these  there  are — 
from  Kentucky,  70;  Tennessee,  50;  Alabama,  31;  Indiana,  19;  Uississippi, 
17;  Ohio,8;  Missouri, S;  Illinois,4;  ArkansaB,4;  Cieorgia,2;  South  Ca- 
rolina, 1;  Virginia,  1;  New  York,  1;  Texas,  I;  Iowa,  ]. 

Geneva  College,  Nev  VorJt.— The  annual  calalogne  has  the  names  of  136 
watriealaiea  atteadiiig  daring  the  preieoi  cesaioD, 
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Abt.  III.— report  of  an  operation  for  the  removal 

OF  A  large  bony  TUMOUR,  CALLED  ■'  SPINA  VENT08A 
OF  THE  SKULL." 


PnAMOi  of  BuijeiT  in  lbs  Fanaqrlniiii  Hallcil  CMlif*. 

[The  folIowiDg  article,  which  appeared  id  ibe  January  Dumber  of  the 
Ametican  Phreoological  Journal,  ought  not  (o  belong  excluaireljr  to  tha 
pbreDologials.  It  is  oerlaialy  equally  iDlerestiog  (o  the  onbelierer  in  the 
"science;"  and  it  well  worthy  of  alleotion  in  its  surgical  relations. — Ed.] 

Early  in  the  monlh  of  December,  1838,  Thomas  Richardson,  a  resident 
of  the  ciiy  of  Piiuburg.  called  oo  me  for  surgical  aid.  He  was  iben  twenty- 
two  years  of  age,  ana  had  been  afflicted  about  three  years  with  a  tumour 
upon  (be  reilei  of  his  skull.  About  sis  monilis  before  ihe  first  appearance 
of  Ibe  tumoar,  be  leceived  a  severe  blow  ftom  a  missile  on  the  aSecied 
region,  after  which  be  occasionally  experienced  tenderaess  and  pain  there. 
As  tbe  tumour  gradually  iocreased,  it  produced  a  deierminatioD  of  blood  to 
Ihe  bead,  aiiended  with  a  sense  of  fulness,  and  s  giddiaess  on  stooping.  But 
he  mas  not  deprived  of  any  iniellectual  power;  nor  were  any  of  his  sensa- 
tioos  or  muscular  aciions  aisEurbed. 

Tbe  tumour  was  very  hard  and  unyielding,  and  had  been  pronounced  to 
be  an  exotlotia  by  ever;  surgeon  who  had  examined  it.  It  was  oblong  '■> 
ahape,  beioR  four  inches  in  Uie  long,  and  three  and  one  fourth  in  the  short 
diaoieler.  It  was  raised  in  ibe  centre  about  one  and  three  fourih  inches 
above  tbe  surrounding  portions  of  the  outer  table  of  the  skull,  and  extended 
from  about  an  inch  beyond  Ibe  sagittal  suture  on  the  right  side  obliquely  to 
the  left,  and  backwards  over  the  adjaceni  portion  of  tbe  left  parietal  boae. 
It  occupied,  pbrenolwiealljr,  the  oigans  of  firmoesa,  self-BSteem,  appioba- 
tiveness,  and  a  part  ot  csuiiousnesf,  on  ihe  left  side. 

I  was  induced  to  undertake  sn  operation  for  extirpaiiag  this  Inmoar,  chiefly 
because  no  symptoms  of  cerebral  afieciion  could  be  discovered  other  than 
those  which  a  modenie  deierminalion  of  blood  to  ibe  bead  might  produce. 
Two  long  incisions  were  first  made  at  right  angles  near  the  centre  of  the 
swelling,  and  afterwards  tbe  scalp  was  dissected  up  froip  the  whole  surface, 
and,  to  some  eiteni,  around  the  sound  bones.  With  a  long,  narrow  saw, 
held  in  a  tangent  to  that  portion  of  tbe  circumference  of  the  craninm,  I  then 
eut  off  the  entire  tumoui,  apparently  at  its  base.  The  ssw  moved  with  diffi- 
culty while  ii  was  passine  through  the  external  table,  but  with  great  eaae 
when  il  was  acting  upOn  l^e  interior  of  the  mass.     This  first  led  to  ihe  sus- 

Cieion  thai  the  disease  wss  uot  ati  exvatont;  and  when  the  prominence  had 
een  removed,  it  was  made  evident  that  a  far  worse  stale  of  things  bad  to 
be  encountered.  Tbe  exposed  surface  presented  perpendicular  cells,  or 
cavities,  like  those  of  a  honeycomb,  which  were  filled  with  a  bloody,  ot 
pulpy  and  sanions  mailer.  The  case  was  at  once  decided  to  be  a  »pina 
ventoaa  of  the  skull,  and  it  was  therefore  deemed  necesssxy  to  extract  the 
whole  mass.from  the  surface  of  the  duia  mater  beneath.  A  long  end  tedious 
extension  of  the  operstion  was  then  undertaken.  The  whole  mass  of  the 
tumour  was  circumscribed  by  the  circular  edge  of  a  small  Hays's  saw,  and 
tbe  mass  was  pried  out  in  successive  fragments  by  sn  elevator,  occasionally 
aided  by  the  bone  nippers  and  forceps.  This  part  of  the  operation  proved 
exceedingly  difficult,  for  the  tumour  extended  inwards  much  deeper  below 
the  internal  table,  thao  its  outer  surface  had  risen  above  the  eitetnai  table 
of  the  skull.  Finally,  however,  a  removal  of  the  whole  moibid  structure 
was  effected,  and  Ihe  duia  mater  was  exposed,  thin  and  livid  in  appearance, 
at  tbe  boliom  of  a  deep  cavity  which  Ihe  bystanders  estimated  to  De  capable 
of  holding  four  and  one  half  ounces  of  water.    There  were  no  palsaiioDi 
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vuible,  aldiougti  the  cirevlftlioD  w»  atrong  mnd  roll.  Some  tmall  apicalB 
of  bone  mdhered  to  ibe  dura  mater,  which  were  extracted  bf  the  aid  of  for- 
eepa.  Id  extraetiog  the  Uai  of  iheae,  which  appeared  lo  penetrate  the  dura 
mater,  a  prodigious  guab  ofTenDUs  blood  iaiQcd,  after  which  the  pHiteni  fell 
into  a  coDvnlaive  afucope.  The  hecDorrhage  waa  supposed  to  proceed  from 
the  loDgitadinal  linua,  and  waa  iherefore  arrested  by  graduated  eompresaea 
and  a  bandage.  The  aogiea  of  the  wound  were  brought  as  near  together  as 
poasible  over  [he  conipreaaea,  for  the  purpose  of  affordiag  luppon  lo  them 
while  they  were  couSaed  by  the  bandagea.  Very  little  irritation  reauUed 
from  this  operation. 

In  nine  aaya  the  compreeaea  were  looaened  by  anppuration,  a&d,  on  n- 
moTiog  them,  the  whele  of  the  eipoaed  surface  was  found  to  be  granulating, 
and  the  orifice  in  the  gieat  sinus  was  closed.  But  the  brain  had  not  risen 
op  to  occupy  the  exposed  cavity  ;  and  it  waa  found  imposaible  to  place  the 
Bapa  of  the  scalp  in  contact  with  the  dura  mater  in  the  aaual  way,  so  as  to 
eloae  the  wound.  Mild  drCMiaga  of  patent  lint  were  applied  over  the  aai^ 
bee,  and  confined  with  moderate  pressure  by  means  of  a  double-headed 
roller.  On  the  twelfth  day  after  the  operation,  the  carily  below  the  bone 
was  evidently  diminished,  and  every  day  thereafter  it  continued  to  decreaae, 
until,  in  the  fourth  week,  the  surface  of  the  braicTcovered  by  the  granulating 
dura  mater  bad  riaeo  up  to  the  level  of  the  inner  table.  The  natural  palaa- 
tory  moiiona  did  not  appear,  however,  until  the  cavity  waa  nearly  filled; 
and,  in  the  mean  time,  forcible  preaaure  could  he  made  on  the  surface  of  the 
brain  without  ezcitiog  any  degree  of  stupor  or  inconvenience  on  the  part 
of  the  patient.  But  aa  aoon  as  the  pulsaiiooa  began  to  appear,  every  Iciod 
of  pressure  proved  iniiatiog  lo  the  brain.  At  the  aame  time,  a  remarkabU 
chuge  tt>ok  place  in  (he  character  and  bearing  of  (he  patient.  He  then  be- 
came eieeedingly  timid  and  irresolute.  It  would  render  bim  pale  and  almoat 
pulseless  to  approach  him  with  a  pair  of  scissors  for  the  purpose  of  Irlmmiag 
away  his  hair  from  the  margins  of  the  wound ;  and  the  sight  of  a  piece  of 
lunar  caustic,  or  a  pair  of  forceps,  in  the  surgeon's  bands,  would  throw  him 
into  great  trepidation.  This  state  of  his  mental  faculiiea  continued  for  a 
long  period  after  bia  complete  recovery  from  the  wound.  He  could  not  even 
go  down  into  a  cellar  contaiaingsome  plaster  busts  without  a  sense  of  faint- 
ness  and  sinliing;  and  ihe  operation  of  taking  ■  cast  of  his  head  in  plaster 
■early  prostrated  all  the  functiona  of  hia  mind  and  body.  Hia  carriage  also 
became  remarkahly  affected.  Instead  of  retaining  hia  natural  e»rt  posiur« 
and  bearing,  he  sudIi  his  head  and  shoulders  into  an  awkward  atoop,  and 
looked  timidly  and  anxiously  forward,  aa  if  he  was  afraid  of  blundering 
againel  a  door-post. 

At  the  time  of  the  operation,  and  until  the  pulsations  of  the  exposed  por- 
tion of  hia  brain  returned,  he  waa  remarkable  for  bis  Grmnesa  of  mind  and 
resolotion.  No  patient  ever  bore  a  severe  and  protracted  operation  with 
more  intrepidity.  He  sal  opright  in  a  chair,  wiihonl  any  confinement,  until 
the  blood-vessel  gave  way  at  ine  cloae  of  the  operatioQ;  aod  during  ita  per- 
formance, he  repeatedly  inquired  of  the  bystandets  if  it  was  the  brain  which 
was  coming  out  under  the  eBurts  of  the  auneon.  It  has  been,  moreover, 
stated  by  those  who  have  known  him  well  for  years,  that  ptevtous  to  this 
injury  be  had  always  been  distinguiahed  foi  bia  firmness,  courage,  and  in- 

He  is  now  (two  years  alter  the  operation)  living  in  perfect  health  at  the 
Exchange  Hotel,  Pittuborg.  He  is  engaged  in  active  business,  and  is  en- 
tirety exempt  from  any  symptom  of  a  retain  of  the  disease.  Hia  former 
firmness  and  intrepidity  of  miod  have  been  gradually  returning  for  a  year 
past,  and  ai  present  no  departure  from  a  heallhy  condition  of  miad  or  body 
can  be  discovered.  A  thickening  or  induration  of  the  flaps  of  the  scalp, 
which  reaalted  from  their  long  expoaure  and  separation  from  the  subjacent 
doiB  mater,  and  which  at  one  period  gave  origin  to  a  report  that  the  diseasa 
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bad  r«app««T«d,  Lm  beeono  entirely  toAcosd  down  and  ■tMnuBted,  hf  tbm 
natural  proua*  of  absorptira. 

At  ibiB  ease  occurred  duriog  the  period  of  Mr.  Combe'*  firat  eowM  of  lee- 
tares  ID  Pbiladelpbta,  it  sieiled  great  allenlioD  amoDg  all  pbreaolt^Uta. 
One  of  ihe  genileneu  «bo  attended  tbe  aperation  addteaaed  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Combe,  ataiiog  that  both  organs  of  Smaes*  were  loai  or  destroyed ;  timi 
asked  for  ao  eiplaaaiioo  of  tbe  apparent  contradiciioa  in  the  eondoet  of  lk« 
patient  to  ibe  ptineipleB  of  pbrenoloff]i.  Mr.  Combe  read  this  letter  publiclj 
to  bia  claae,  aad  endeavoured  to  explain  away 'tbe  difficulty,  b;  lucatiog  lira 
posilioD  of  tbe  tamour  jMslerioHy  lo  ibe  organs  of  brraneM.  On  a  farther 
and  BubBequcBt  eiauiination  of  tbe  wound,  honever,  lie  decided  thai  a  graal 
poitioa  of  tbe  skull  orer  tbe  region  of  firmaeaa  bad  been  removed,  tt^eiher 
wiib  that  of  several  of  tbe  neigbbouring  organs,  as  I  have  ennmeraied  tbem. 

In  no  rcapect,  however,  does  ibis  case  militate  against  the  principlea  of 
pbreaology.  The  orgaoa,  instead  of  being  destroyed,  were  merely  displaced 
or  depressed  by  the  growth  of  the  tamour,  in  the  same  way  that  deformiiiet 
are  produced  in  some  of  tbe  sa  vage  tribes  by  gradual  preaaare  of  the  skulL 
Perbsps  a  belter  analugy  may  be  drawn  between  the  slate  of  these  organs 
and  tbe  parts  of  the  brain  pressed' upon  by  internal  effusions  of  blood,  and 
depressed  fractures,  which  do  not  produce  ibe  symptom*  of  comprecsion.  A 
compeasalion  is  then  made  for  Ihe  space  occupied  by  ibe  effused  blood  or 
depressed  bone,  by  a  corresponding  amount  escluded  from  tbe  cavity  of  tb« 
Tesscis,  and  retained  in  the  general  circulation. 

A  careful  eiamiaaiioa  of  ibis  case  will,  1  ihink,  elicit  observations  in  sup- 
'  of  phrenolugy.  The  lone  and  exciiemeni  of  tbe  depressed  re^on  of  the 
]  must  probably  have  been  increaied  by  ihe  invasion  of  the  u     ~  ~    — 
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e  principle  that  the  muscles  of  labouring  men  are  sometimes  sup- 


ported  by  [eathern  straps  and  bandages.  On  ibe  other  hand,  the  eKtirpaiioa 
of  the  tumuur  must  beve  had  the  same  effect  in  removing  the  tension  aad 
mechanical  support  of  tbe  organs,  as  lappiag  for  abdominal  dropay  ezena 
upon  the  viscera  of  that  gieai  C'lvity.  As  soon  as  the  depressed  convolatioos 
began  to  be  unfolded  or  distended  by  the  pulsation  of  tbe  blood-vessels,  tbey 
eiperienced  a  wani  of  that  pressure  which  had  before  stin^ulated  them  into 
an  increase  of  activity.  Their  tone  then  became  enfeebled,  and  continued 
so  until  tbe  scalp  bad  contracted  adhesion*  to  tbe  outer  surface  of  tbe  dora 
mater,  and  tbe  cicatiix  became  consolidsted,  so  as  to  afford  a  firm  and  coun- 
teracting suppon  to  [be  pressure  of  the  eiiculaiion  below. 

While  Mr.  Richardson  was  recovering  from  the  operation,  he  wa*  visited 
by  several  phrenologisis,  for  the  purpose  of  ealablitbing  ihe  precise  location 
of  tbe  wound.  Alibough  they  differed  in  their  opinions  in  regard  to  the 
degree  in  which  tbe  organ  of  firmness  was  involved,  they  all  agreed  tbet 
self-esteem  was  affected,  and  some  thought  the  injury  extended  also  to  the 
organ  of  coneentrativeness.  Inquiries  were  therefoie  directed  by  tbem  to  tha 
maDifeataiions  of  ihese  faculties;  and  the  patient  did  suggest  some  points 
of  uharacier  in  relation  to  which  be  conceived  be  bad  undergone  an  altera- 
tion. He  asserted  that  he  had  for  a  long  time  previous  to  tbe  operation  lost 
bis  self-respect  in  the  presence  of  company,  and  bis  power  of  confining  his 
mind  to  any  particular  train  of  thought.  But  ihese  peculiarities  were  not 
obvious  to  me,  or  to  any  of  his  familiar  friends;  and  I  have  not  thoughi  it 
right  to  put  tbem  down  in  my  estimate  of  his  condition,  as  affected  by  the 
operation.  Such  affections  may  have  been  ihe  result  of  that  confusion  in 
the  mind  which  generally  accompanies  excessive  deteimination  of  blood  to 
the  bead.  It  has  been  suggested  that  they  were  produced  by  a  paralysis  of 
those  organs  which  were  most  severely  depressed  by  ihe  deepest  portion  of 
the  tumour;  while,  at  the  same  time,  Ibe  convolutions  which  lay  under  tbe 
edges  of  tbe  lumonr,  and  were  nnljr  slightly  pressed  upon  by  it,  were  stimo- 
laied  into  increased  activity  of  their  functions.  I  will  leave  tbe  decision  of 
this  point,  however,  to  more  experienced  pbrenologtsta,  trusting  that  tha  fact* 
which  I  have  bete  given  will  be  judged  of  according  to  their  neriti. 
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BIBLIOCaiAPHICAL  NOTICES. 

Dr.  Robmtm  tm  Betiriwn  Tremens  4md  Intanity.' 

We  are  glad  to  leccire  thii  report  from  it*  estimable  authoi.  It  ia  credit- 
able to  his  literary  and  profesaioDkl  qaalificalioaB ;  and  ooBiaiDi — what  is 
alwaya  inlcreitiog.to  ui,  aad  etpacially  lo  at  the  present  time — aa  eloquent 
appeal  in  faroor  of  the  imane  poor,  whoie  cooditioD  appears  to  be  as  de- 
plorable ID  Maryland  as  it  is  in  this  commonwealth. 

Dr.  RobinsAn  has  rione  us  the  honour  to  cite  from  our  "  second  appeal," 
which  we  intend  to  iaaett  in  the  "Library,"  aa  we  did  the  former  appeal, 
inasmuch  as  it  coMaint  facta  and  argnmeota  that  may  be  of  service  here- 
after. 

Ia  the  treatment  of  bis  caaea  of  delirium  tremens,  Dr.  Robinson's  expe- 
rience does  not  exactly  accord  with  out  own.  Etneiics,  especially  of  salt, 
he  has  found  of  great  raloe,  wbea  given  at  an  early  period,  and  we  doubt 
BOt  that  they  are  often  of  eerrice ;  but  we  cannot  suburibe  to  the  mixed 
opiate  and  alcoholic  treatment  which  he  sdrisee.  We  had  occaiion  recently 
to  mention,  that  the  caries  most  be  few  indeed  in  which  alcohol  is  indtS' 
pcDMble;  and  from  a  comparison  of  statisiical  results,  we  are  saiigfied  that 
the  number  of  thorough  cures  is  not  as  great  where  alcohol  is  freely  given 
a*  wbere  it  ia  withheld  or  administered  with  exceeding  caution.  When  Dr. 
Robinson  afford ■  us  a  tabular  view  of  the  results  of  both  modes  of  treatmeqi, 
and  establishes  the  superiority  of  the  alcoholic,  the  opiate,  or  the  mixed 
method,  we  shall  bow,  but  not  until  thee.  But  we  need  not  repeal  the 
views  which  we  entertain  on  this  matter,  as  they  are  familiar  to  our  readeis. 

We  extract  the  philanthropic  appeal  of  the  author  to  the  people  of  the 
state  of  Maryland,  on  the  subject  of  a  state  asylum  for  the  poot  lunatic,  and 
are  glad  to  sec  so  able  an  advocate  of  his  clainu  on  the  commiseration 
andjosiice  of  the  community- 

The  gentlemen  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Baltimore  Alms  House, 
anxious  lo  amelioraie  tbe  aoDditioo  of  the  lunatic  inmates,  and  coariocea 
of  the  impractibility  of  institutiag  such  a  moral  and  physical  treatment  aa 
is  best  calculated  to  restore  tbem  to  health,  unless  in  an  asylum  exclusively 
devoted  la  [he  insane,  have  already  called  the  aiiention  of  the  city  aod 
county  authorities  to  the  nccessiiy  of  some  more  appropriate  disposiiion  of 
them,  end  have  directed  a  few  additional  apartments  to  be  prepared  for  ibeir 
present  accommodsiion.  We  are  pained  to  acknowledge  the  ioeviiable  ne- 
cessity we  have  sometimes  expeiieuced,  from  tbe  crowded  coodiiion  of  the 
cells  and  the  large  number  of  lunatics,  of  treaciog  our  delirium  tremens 
patients  in  tbe  iumediaie  vicinity  of,  if  not  in  tbe  same  apartment  with, 
insane  patients. 

Seventy  lunatics  are  now  confined  in  this  alms  house  alone.  TWeniy 
white  males)  thirty  white  femeles)  seven  black  males;  thirteen  blacb  fe- 
malea;  besides  twelve  idiots.  A  portion  of  these  are  foTeignersj  some  are 
individuals  from  other  sutes,  and  some  from  other  counties  of  this  state, 


'  Rapgrt  ofCasea  of  DdiriniD  TreoMna  eeoorrhiK  in  tbe  Hospital  of  tba  Baltimoie 
AlmihoiMei  irith  Olwervatiani ;  to  which  is  added  in  appendix  eonprisinf  so  Appeal 
on  Bebair  ot  tbe  Idmim  Poor  of  Mtrjtsnd.  By  A.  C.  BoUnson,  M.  D..  OM  oi  the 
Atleadiof  Physicians.  Bvo,  pp.  4.1.  fiallwwra,  ItMO.  (From  the  Maryland  Itemed 
and  Swgieal  Juonwl,  vol.  1.) 
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who  find  (heir  waj  or  are  leat  to  Balliniore  wholljr  Doprovided  for,  aad  coo- 
■equenllr  have  do  other  aerlam  but  the  alma  hous«- 

The  whole  number  in  the  ataie  of  Maiylaad,  including  those  coofioed  at 
priTate  houses,  aad  such  as  ceutiDue  immared  in  the  county  poor  hooM* 
aod  jails,  will  soon  be  reported  by  tlie  marshal.  If  the  proportion  to  the 
entire  population  approximate  that  in  other  slalea,  the  new  ccosus  will  show 
a  large  class  of  iadi§^ent  beings,  afflicted  with  a  maladf  now  known  to  be 
cnrable  in  the  proportion  of  niaetf  per  cent,  of  receot  ea»«,  under  an  earlr 
aod  jadieioaaly  directed  physical  and  moral  ireaimeot.  Yet  the  sufferer*, 
whose  only  crime  is  their  poTeri)[  and  disease,  are  treated  as  if  uaworlhjr 
of  s;mpaihy  ;  forgotten  in  their  prison-houses,  where  ibef  are.  allowed  Jtllle 
beside  "the  poor  pririlege  to  breathe,"  chained  like  convicts,  or  associated 
with  *agrania,  as  was  formerly  the  case  in  alt  parts  of  Europe,  as  well  as 
in  erery  portion  of  the  Uoited  Stales,  when,  unaer  the  errors  of  a  false  phi- 
losophy and  the  force  of  prejudice,  insanity  was  Tiewed  as  an  infliction,  the 
attempted  removal  of  which  was  deemed  idle,  if  not  presumptuous. 

When  will  Maryland  arouse  lo  the  necessity  of  following  the  benevolent 
example  of  most  of  her  sister  states,  in  providing  some  suitable  asylum  for 
her  iaaaoe  poor,— where  tbey  may  enjoir  those  comforli  and  conveniences, 
those  occupations  and  amuaemeats,  which  are  acknowledged  to  be  indis- 

CDsabte  to  alleviate,  if  not  to  cure?  In  sueh  an  asylum,  bovp  many  would 
restored  to  "mental  existence"  and  asefulness,  whose  baltucinaiions  are 
now  aggravated, — the  disordered  functions  of  tbeir  brains  goaded  to  excess, 
resulting  in  organic  change  and  itermanent  fatuity,  by  being  uncomfortably 
kept  in  crowded  apartments,  subjected,  perhaps,  to  some  lorm  of  personal 
restraint  to  protect  them  from  each  other ;  depnved  of  the  benefits  of  exer- 
cise, amusement,  and  occupation;  a  condition  as  well  calculated  to  indvca 
JDsaoity  ia  a  healthy  individual,  as  to  render  it  perpetual  when  t)Dce  mani- 
fested. 

Science  and  philosophy  have  triumphantly  proved  the  cnrahiltty  of  in- 
oaniiy,  if  attended  to  early ;  and  the  people  of  Maryland  canaol  continoe 
deaf  to  the  claims  of  this  most  uoforlunale  class  of  her  citizens,  and  refuse 
to  aid  iheir  escape  from  the  justly  dreaded  deprivations  of  permanent  io- 
sanity,  and  consequent  confinement  in  the  comparatively  comfortless  ajpart- 
menis  of  poor-houses,  and  the  ill-rentilated,  grated,  and  cheerless  ceQs  of 
county  jails,  identified  with  felans  and  vagrants. 

Will  Maryland  allow  herself  to  he  longer— now  almost  half  a  century— 
behind  France,  Italy,  and  England;  Indeed  nearly  all  Europe,  and  manr 
years  behind  Maine,  Massachusetts,  New  Harapshite,  Vermont,  Connecti- 
cut, New  York,  Virginia,  South  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  and  Ohio, 
in  the  good  work  of  providing  for  her  pauper  lunatics?  Will  she  still  allow 
them  to  remain  shut  up,  two,  three,  four,  or  more,  together,  wilhonl  even  the 
poor  consolation  of  being  alone  in  their  misery? 

The  destitute  condition  of  the  insane  poor  of  our  state  is,  in  truth,  a  dark 
bloc  upon  her  otherwise  fair  escutcheon,  which,  we  trust,  will  soon  be  re- 
moved. Instructed  by  the  experience  of  her  sister  states,  thai  on  the  score 
of  economy  it  is  her  interest,  we  hope  she  will  follow  the  clear  diciaieK  of 
policy,  if  not  of  pity,  and  no  longer  refuse  to  make  proper  provision  for  this 
class  of  her  citizens. 

Bountifully  providing  for  the  destitute  widow,  orphan,  and  invalid,  for  the 
mule  and  the  blind,  can  she  permit  her  soil  to  continue  one  of  the  few  spots 
where  the  poor  lunatic  is  forgotten  amidst  her  public  charities,  and  left  des- 
liiole  of  the  comforts  of  existence,  and  every  means  of  mental  tranquillity! 
We  hope  not.  But  regarding  ihe  very  partial  provision  made  two  years 
(ince,  in  1837-8,  by  the  appmpriation  of  iS30,O0O  to  the  Maiyland  Hospital' 

'  Onlhe  3d  of  April,  1838,  >  resolation,  oStred  by  Di.  Stephen  Cotlin^  a  delefste 
ftnm  BskloMre  city^HMcd  the  leg-iiUture  of  MiijUnd,  in  favoar  of  th«  VUrjHai 
Hoapilal,  by  whicb  tSOiOOO  mra  appropriited  for  its  cotaptetioo,— distinct  rebranca 
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aa  in  euoMt  of  her  falore  dispositioii  lod  effieieil  actioD,  w«  rerrently 
pra;  ihai  it  an  early  day  bd  atylum  and  a  borne  may  be  given  bf  th«  aiale 
to  eveiy  desiiime  subject  of  meDtal  disease  within  her  limiia. 

Ad  eloqaeol  appeal  bat  a^in  been  made  Id  behair  o(  the  iaaaoe  poor  of 
our  tiater  state,  PeoDaylvaoia,  which  we  doabt  doi  will  prove  effective,  so 
well  ia  it  calculated  to  re-eoliet  the  acliTe  sympatbtei  of  her  enlightened 

EhilaDthropitls  in  behalf  of  those  who  are  □□  looger  regarded,  aod  should 
R  no  longer  treated,  as  outcaitt.  Her  chief  magiacrate,  as  her  organ,  in 
withholding  hia  sanction  (the  oeceaaily  of  which  he  deplored,  but  tliougbt 
imperioua^  from  the  exhausted  condilion  of  the  treasury^)  fiom  a  bill  mak- 
ing proviso  o  for  the  numerous  inaane  poor  of  that  (-■"-- '■»■ 


which  was  passed  by  the  legislature  two  years  ago,  haa  avowed  it  to  be  her 
leligioua  doty  to  provide,  at  her  earliesc  ability,  for  the  removal  of  ao  mani- 
feat  an  evil  from  amidst  her  people.  And  it  being  now  ahown  to  be  her 
iniereat  on  the  acote  of  economy'  alone,  Pennsylvania,  we  are  sure,  will  not 

being  bad,  in  making  tha  impravamanla,  to  its  aialDaive  naa  aa  a  Lanttic  Atyliim. 
This  rraolDtion  contain*  the  (oltowing  aiaoni  i  "  Prwndtd,  tbal  nne  balf  of  said  initi- 
talion  iliall  bereaflir  be  approprialeiT  to  tha  accomiDodaliaB  of  panper  Innalka  of  Ihia 
stale,  who  ahall  there  be  ■CMmmodated  and  Ireited  at  the  eapeuM  of  (be  eonntj  so 
aeDding  aoch  Innatis  paapcrs;  provided  tha  same  ahall  not  eicead  one  bondred  dollars 
for  eaoh  paoper  lanatio  so  unL" 

This  appropriation  b*i  proTed  totally  inaofficJenl  to  luppl;  the  neceimtiea  of  tha 
paoper  Innaliea  of  (be  stale.  Their  namber  is  eitimated  at  not  less  Ihan  two  handred 
and  G(tf.  Tbe  sam  afone  buodrad  dollars,  to  be  piid  by  the  oonatiea  tc  the  hospitsi, 
is  too  amall  to  bear  eapenaea.  It  has  beeo  stated  by  Dr.  Steuart,  Pmidanl  of  lb« 
Maryland  Hoapiut  Board, — a  ilalameat  carroboraled  by  the  reports  of  (be  moat  eoono- 
mioally  oondneted  inttitaliona  at  tha  north, — that  tha  food,  nara»-hira,  meriioat  altand- 
BDoo,  and  mediainea  of  each  patient  coats  one  hundred  dollar*  i  and  that  olothing  and 
fiial  woald  oost  tweotr>Sva  dollara  additiooal.  Tbia  loss  ihe  inititulioo  beara  ant  of  the 
saalt  profila  derived  (Tom  the  prime  patients. 

It  aeems,  however,  that  the  counlte*  very  setdoni  avail  Ibemsslves  at  this  provtajoo, 
prsferring  ts  eootinna  their  nnTortanale  Innaliea  in  their  poor.hoaae*  or  jaila,  at  an 
eipenae  ealoukted  not  to  exceed  fifty  dollars,  with  scarcely  a  chiace  aSbrded  of  reco- 
very,— ralber  than  inoor  the  additional  expense  imposed  by  placing  (hero  at  a  hoipital 
appropriated  to  (he  insane;  where  alone,  if  nol  res(ared  to  beallli,  their  condidon  msy 
be  *0  improved  by  a  jodicioaa  ooorse  of  moral  government,  seconded  by  cheerfal  em* 
else  «nd  healthful  oocupation,  as  to  render  them  once  more  comparatively  contun(ad 
and  useroL  By  tbia  ill.jodged  economy,  iniaDity  ia  aggravated,  and  the  aofferera  coo. 
linne  daring  life  totally  helpless  and  dependent.  WhiTe(,  bad  (heir  home  been  at  ■ 
looado  ttylam,  tbeir  moral,  mental,  and  physical  cspaeilies  woold  bo  ■□  directed  as  to 
be  conducive  to  tbeir  individual  aopport,  Bimulfaneaualy  with  the  impraremeot  of  (heir 
heaUh  sod  condidon. 

According  to  the  ceniai  of  Maryland  for  1830,  (here  were  991,I0S  white  persona; 
SS,938  free  coloured ;  103,994  ilives;— total  populilion,  447,040. 

The  census  of  Maryland  for  1S40  ia  not  yet  completed.    From  data  sopplied  by  tha 
marabal,  (he  number  of  insane,  mu(aa,  and  blind,  are  estimated  as  follow*.    (The  re- 
act.) 

private  charge,  193  w 
public       "        127 
les,  and  67  coloured. 
S  eolourod. 
io(  included  in  the  above. 

'  See  a  Second  Appeal  to  the  People  of  Pennsylvania  on  (he  *nb)ect  of  an  asylum  for 
the  Insane  Poor  ofthe  commonweaKb.  Philadelphia,  1840.  [l(epor(ad  by  s  snb.com- 
millee,  throngh  tbeir  chairman,  Dr.  DungKson.} 

■*  A  distingoiabed  writer  on  Insanity,  M.  Brierre  de  Bdsmont,  who  his  pnUished  a 
work  within  the  l**t  year  on  tbe  inflnenoeoreivilisatian  on  the  development  of  ituanlty, 
and  who  oonaider*  the  diaease  (o  pntail,  a*  a  general  ml*,  in  a  dlr*ct  ratio  with  the 
state  of  dviliaalioa  ofthe  psorie,—«sti  mates  the  proportion  of  insane  in  different  oonn- 
Iriea  aa  followa:— Suie  oTNew  York,  I  in  791 ;  &iglind,  1  in  783 ;  Scotbnd,  1  hi  563i 
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acgUM  tliii  "  Beeopd  Appetl."  Aoi  for  the  mW  of  ihe  chmiMttT  of  our 
ntwt  aute,  ws  hope  ibat  Uarytand  will  oot  be  bckind  h«r  in  the  beoflTO- 
leDi  dDderiaking  apd  Chiiatiaa  duly.  To  induce  anion  aad  efficieol  anion 
in  order  to  effect  ao  neceaaaiy  and  desirable  an  object,  we  earneilly  appeal 
10  tbe  atate  and  city  aulborities,  aa  well  as  lo  ef  bit  pbilaDihroiiiei,  and  everr 
Harylaoder.  For  nrbo,  in  thii  eaiightened  period,  ao  cbaracteriacd  by  wiaelr 
baaiowed  and  eireoded  charities,  will  acknowledge  luauelf  wilbosl  sr^P^ 
ihy  for,  and  cooMBt  longer  to  forget,  the  insane  pow. 
•■  Who  that  beira 

A  baman  beaeoi  hath  not  often  Telt 

Hew  daar  era  all  tboM  tie*  whieb  btad  anr  raee 
•  Id  gentlaaeM  toaethsT,  and  bow  awaal 

Their  force,  iel  rc^ani'e  wajward  hand  the  whilq, 

Be  kitul  orcrnell" 
Dr.  Robinson  has  added  a  report  of  tbe  luDaiie  4apartm*nl  of  the  Balti- 
more Alms  bouse;  from  which  it  appears  that  the  anmber  of  paiienta  ia  76- 
36  malea,'  and  40  females. 

Dr.  WootP*  Obituary  Notice  of  Dr.  Parrith,' 
This  is  the  prodoeiioo  of  a  liberal  aod  eoligblened  gentleman,  desirous  of 
doiog  full  justice  to  tbe  respected  subject  of  bis  memoir.  Of  the  career  of 
Dr.  Farrish  it  is  not  oeceesarjr  to  add  ao;  tbing  in  addition  to  what  has 
already  appeared  in  tbe  page*  of  tbe  "  Intelligencer,-"  but  they  who  are  de< 
•irons  of  knowing  more  of  his  private  and  professional  bislor;  will  do  well 
to  aeek  for  it  in  the  notice  before  us,  which  is  from  the  pen  of  a  favourite 
pupil,  and  one  capable  of  appreciating  all  his  raerita. 


The  late  Profonor  Green,  ofJefferton  Medical  College.— U  is  with  the 
most  profound  regret  that  we  have  to  notice  tbe  sudden  death  of  our  friend 
and  colleague,  who  as  li  man  was  most  eaiimabte,  and  as  a  professor  of  che- 
mistry signallf  zealous  and  succeasful.  Hereafter  we  shall  give  a  brief  notice 
of  bis  useful  career. 

Norway,  1  in  551;  Frinoa.  1  In  1,000;  Distridi  on  the  Rhine,  t  in  l.OOOi  Belnoin, 
I  ID  lj!l4;  HolUnd,!  in  1.04G;  Iial;,  1  in  4,ST9;  md  S|»in,  I  in  7.181. 

"  Tha  |iri>piirliiiD  in  ilie  Urte  citiua  he  enumer^iea  as  Tollowa: — loindon,  I  in  900; 
Pllr<^  1  io  Sa-Ji  Milan,  1  in  343;  Fl.irence,  1  in  338;  Turin  1  in  344:  DrawlcD,  I  in 
466i  Rome,  I  in4tll:  Naplei.  1  in  731;  St.  Peteraborgh,  1  io  3J33;  Madrid,  1  ia 
3,350:  and  Grand  Cairo,  I  in  30,714. 

"  lo  Nsw  llimpaliire,  when  ihs  popotalion  did  not  airerd  S80.000.  the  nomher  of 
lanilioa  wsa  nlimaled  al  600;  in  Connciliral,  in  a  pnpulalinn  of  S^e.OOO.  at  TOD;  in 
Mauachuaclls.  with  a  populilion  nr.boal  613,000,  there  were  1,000;  In  Virginia,  tah- 
fag  the  pupiilition  nt  1,300,000.  it  wia  conxidercd  that  (here  were,  in  ISSS,  Dot  fewer 
than  trom  600  tn  800  mune;  and  It  ia  prnbiible  that  there  are  al  Ibi*  lime  in  Penn- 
sylvania, ID  a  popalalion  nut  excecdiDg  SOO.OOO,  not  tea*  than  3.000  inaane, — of  whnm, 
Ifwa  lalielhealgtsorNev  forli  aa  a  guide,  ttte  proportion  of  idiuta  will  beaboall900, 
and  of  lunaltca  SOO."— JJan. 

'  A  Memoir  of  the  Life  and  Charaolar  of  tba  late  Jooroh  Parriah,  M.  D.,  read  befon 
tbe  Medloal  i^ieiy  of  Phil.dalphis,  Oct.  33, 164a  B;  Geo.  &  Wood,  U.  D.  Sve, 
P(i.79.    PbilMklpbie,  1840. 
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Pgr  Un  AmoIou  UMeml  iBIalUfaiuMr. 

Art.  I.— medical  PROFESSION  IN  CmNA. 

Mhm>,  AofOM  ISO,  IMI. 

To  FrofatDr  Dwngliion. 

Mjr  dear  Sir, — Presumiog  thit  as  a  friend  to  icieDce  and  a  promoter  of  ita 
best  iDteresta,  ^ ou  migbl  be  interetted  in  tbe  atate  of  ibe  medical  profeMioB 
ID  Cbioa,  and  m  the  means  adopted  lo  iDttiuci  the  Chineie  in  ill  pnociplea,  I 
aead  you  a  chapter  of  the  Canton  Cbrislomaihy,  treatins  upon  the  subject 
of  medicine,  and  an  BTticlaprepared  for  ibe  Ai^^uii  nnmDer  of  the  ChinaM 
Repoaitoty  by  one  of  the  officera  of  the  miMionaT^  hoipital,  William  Lock- 
han,  Esq.,  M.  K.  C.  8.,  ejhibiiing  in  some  degree  the  knowledn  of  human 
saalomy  possessed  by  the  members  «f  ihe  medical  eorpa  in  China.  Tha 
sobject  will  be  farther  examiaed  by  u«  at  we  improra  our  knowledge  of  tb« 
language,  and  tfaua  become  more  able  lo  examine  into  the  mytteriea  of 
Chinese  medicine. 

Enough,  howcTer,  is  known  to  disprove  tbe  assertion  of  a  late  writer,  that 
"anatomy  is  an  art  unknown  lo  Chinese  physicians."  It  is  neferthelera 
(roe  that  their  information  on  the  stmelute  of  the  bumaQ  frame  ia  of  no  use 
to  Ihem  in  their  practice,  which  coasisU  chiefly  in  feeling  the  pulse,  by 
which  Ihey  determine  the  sickness.  It  would  ocenpy  many  rotumes  to  enl« 
into  a  detailed  account  of  the  doctrines  of  the  poise,  at  taught  by  the  Chi- 
nese writers  on  medicine.  It  is  enough  for  us  to  know  that  tbey  enumerate 
twenty-four  difiereot  kinds  of  pulses,  with  their  snb-diT  is  ions.  Du  Halde 
gires  an  epitome  of  the  doctrines  in  his  justly  celebrated  History  of  Cfaiot, 
a  translation  of  which  was  published  in  Loadon  in  1741. 

These  sapient  disciples  ot^scalapius  almost  eqnal  the  celebrated  nosolo- 
gistt  Cullen  and  Good,  vben  Ihey  divide  diieasei  into  more  than  ooe  thon- 
sand  different  kinds. 

Let  it  be  our  aim  to  impart  to  tbem  the  mora  ratiratal  principlea  which 
govern  as  in  our  efforts  to  cure  disease;  then  may  we  hope  lo  spread  far 
and  wide  the  blessings  which  a  Sydenham,  a  Lanrey,  or  a  Ruth  have  diffused 
among  their  conntrymeD.    - 

I  hava  Ibe  honour,  my  dear  Sir,  to  be  yoart,  moat  respectfully, 

Wbl  Beck  Diver. 
Section  FirH. 
CONVEBSATION  ON  MEDICINE. 

I.  What  is  the  object  of  medical  aciencc? 

It  ia  to  protect  and  preserve  human  life;  hence  it  it  ncceatarr  to  know 
1I19  Bainre  of  medicinea,  and  the  origin  of  diteasea,  together  witn  tbe  laws 
of  treating  them. 
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8.  In  what  filimatioa  it  nadicine  held  by  (he  Chinese? 

Medicine,  detigned  to  protect  wai  prolooK  htiman  life,  has  been  called 
the  beoevoleat  art;  and  tDerefore  it  esteemed  second  onlf  to  the  literaTf 
prDfeisioD. 

3«  What  is  requisite  in  order  to  enter  the  profession  T 

YoQ  must  seek  for  tome  celebrated  practitioner,  and  become  his  popil.  In 
order  lo  search  into  the  piinciplei  of  ine  sci^ace,  and  investigate  the  DatoK 
of  remedies,  select  several  medical  anchors  for  study,  and  peruse  them  tintil 
ihe  principles  are  ntidetstood,  and  ;our  knowledge  isextensifej  then  yon 
msy  read  all  the  professional  writers. 

4.  Are  there  any  medical  schools  1 

There  are  none  in  alt  the  country  ;  but  at  Peking  there  has  been  estab- 
lished a  gieat  medical  college,  and  iiersons  most  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  medicine,  and  possessing  an  unblemished  chsracler,  are  after  exami- 
nation selected  to  enter  the  college,  to  fill  its  offices,  and  to  practise  therein. 
This  great  medical  college  has  one  principsl  director^  and  also  one  of  a 
secondary,  snd  another  ofa  subordinate,  rank,  who  supenoteod  and  examine 
the  treatment  of  all  the  nine  classes  of  diseases,  and  who  direct  all  those 
who  ore  entrusted  with  the  business  of  the  institution.  Fifteen  members  of 
the  college  bold  the  rank  of  imperial  phTijicians;  thirty  are  OTerseera ;  forty 
are  masters  of  medicine ;  and  tnirty  rans  ss  bachelois  of  medicine. 

6.  Who  are  some  of  the  ancient  eminent  physicians? 

The  eaiti est  were  the  emperors  I'm  and  WAng;  neit  were  K'ipfck  and 
Pakkdi  and  after  them  followed  Mbham,  Ts'fingkung,  Plotseuk,  WiCi, 
Sbunyfl  1',  Wdni;  Shukw6,  Cb'an  Kwai,  Ha  Hauisung,  U  Shichan ;  and 
also  there  were  Cheung  Chnngkiog,  Lau  Sbauchan,  Li  Tungbn,  and  Chtt 
Tfcnk'ai.  designated  the  four  great  and  renowned  physicisns,  who  are  eTen 
to  this  day  much  esteemed. 

6.  What  ate  the  best  medical  books'? 

The  medical  books  cannot  be  severally  considered  ;  for  errry  branch  baT- 
ing  its  own  authors,  the  doing  so  would  only  perplex  the  student.  But  for 
matter  and  method  none  equal  the  "Gotdeo  Mirror  of  Emiaent  Authors," 
and  the  "ComparatiTc  Compendium  of  Medical  Writers." 

7.  How  are  diseases  to  be  treated  7 

Always  in  treating  diseases,  whether  they  be  internal  or  external,  it  is 
aecessarv  in  all  cases  to  examine  into  the  origin  of  the  malady  by  inspec- 
tion, by  oesriDg,  by  interrogation,  and  by  feeling  the  pnlse. 

8.  Are  there  any  hospitals  for  gratuitous  practice? 
Sometimes  only  there  have  been  such. 

9.  At  the  apothecary's  shop,  in  what  manner  are  medicines  sold,  and  how 
are  Ibejr  compounded  7 

Medicines,  in  a  crude  or  prepared  state,  are  purchased  from  all  the  pro- 
vinces, and  are  either  cut  in  pieces  or  preserved  whole  j  and  then  they  are 
measured  out  according  to  lecipes,  sometimes  seversl  kinds  being  com- 
pounded together;  at  others  they  ate  formed  into  ointments,  pills,  or  pow- 
ders, 01  steeped  in  spirits,  and  retailed  in  small  qoaniities. 

10.  Does  the  peoal  code  speak  on  Ibis  subject? 

It  speaks  respecting  physicians:  "On  injuring  or  killing  persons  by  an 
ansbilful  practitioner,"  it  thus  decrees: 

"Whenever  an  unskilful  practitioner,  in  administering  medicines,  or  using 
the  pancturiug  needle,  proceeds  contrary  to  the  established  forms,  and  there- 
by causes  the  death  of  a  patient,  I|ie  magistrate  shall  call  in  other  practi- 
tioners to  examine  the  medicine  or  the  wonnd,  and  if  it  appears  that  the 
iajnry  done  was  nnintenlioDal,  the  practitioner  shall  then  be  treated  accord- 
ing to  the  statute  for  accidental  homicides,  and  shall  not  be  allowed  any 
l®pf"  to  practice  medicine.  Bui  if  designedly  he  departs  from  the  esta- 
blished forms,  and  deceive*  in  his  attempts  to  core  the  malady,  in  order  lo 
obtain  property,  then  according  to  its  araooQt  he  shall  be  treated  as  a  thief; 
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and  if  death  iball  enaae  from  b»  malpractice,  iheo,  for  haTiDg  thni  naed 
medicine  with  inteai  to  kill,  he  ahall  be  beheaded." 

Note*  and  Explanaiion*. 
Medical  science  among  (be  Cbioese  is  in  a  Terjr  differeot  slate  from  ibat 
to  wbich  it  bas  been  advanced  by  modern  praclidonera  in  the  west.  It  ii 
where  it  was  cenlories  ago:  matiy  diseases  are  re^rded  as  iccurable  for 
which  modern  improTement  bas  deTised  sure  and  speedf  remedies.  How- 
ever, a  more  tborough  investigation  of  the  healiog  art,  as  understood  by  this 
Eople,  may  yet  be  of  essential  advantage  to  the  science.  It  nould  probabijr 
found,  were  the  subject  sufficiently  examined,  that  the  Cbinese,  aa  a  na- 
tion, enjoy  as  good  a  degree  of  health,  and  on  an  average  attain  to  as  great 
an  age,  as  an^  other  people. 

1.  Preventive  medicine,  or  hygiene,  is  a  part  of  the  benevolent  art  to 
which  the  Chinese  pay  great,  but  evidently  not  too  much,  attention;  they 
aay,  truly,  "Prevention  is  belter  tlian  cure."  The  words  pd  WHn,  as  bere 
'  used,  are  q'loled  from  an  imperial  work,  and  indicate  that  tbe  primary  object 
of  the  science  is  to  preserve  and  protect  men  from  illness,  rather  than  to 
heal  their  diseases,  or  to  cure  iheir  maladies. 

3.  The  phrase  i  li,  or  institutes  of  medicine,  msy  be  understood  as  com- 
prising the  general  phTSiologicai,  hygieaic,  and  therapeutical  relations  of 
medicme,  or  the  general  and  fundamental  principles  of  the  science. 

5.  I'm  lai — Yen  le,  or  the  emperor  Yen — is  otherwise  called  Shannung, 
the  divine  husbsndaiBH,  and  the  father  of  mediciae.  The  emperor  Wdng 
was  bis  successor,  sod  with  him  R'lp&k  was  cotemporsry.  Pakkd  lived 
about  the  same  time.  M5hfim,  Ts'An^kung,  with  his  pupil  Pfnlsfeuk,  lived 
prior  to  our  era.  Wfil'A  is  the  physician  said  to  have  laid  bare  and  scrsped 
a  bone  of  the  hero  Kw&n,  ana  so  saved  him  from  Ihe  fatal  effects  of  a 
poisoned  arrow:  one  is  now  styled  a  god  of  medicine,  and  the  other  of  war. 
Popular  tradition  says  ihai  Wat'd  was  decapitated  at  Ihe  instigation  of  Tsd 
TsA,  for  having  proposed  to  trepan  that  famous  general  witb  a  view  to  cure 
bim  of  an  afieciion  of  the  brsio.  Shunyfl  1'  lived  near  the  same  lime.  W6ng 
ShukwO  is  known  by  his  work  on  tbe  pulse,  epitomised  in  Do  Halde.  Ch'aii 
Ewai  is  said  to  have  removed  diseased  viscera.  Of  Li  Sblcban,  who 
flourished  in  the  reign  of  M&nlik,  of  tbe  Mine  dynasty,  it  is  enough  to  say 
be  is  the  compiler  and  principal  anihor  of  ine  P6n  t^d.  There  are  also 
many  other  physicians,  ancient  and  modern,  who  are  highly  celebrated. 

6.  Besides  these,  there  are  many  others  in  high  repute  and  eitensively 
nsed.  In  the  siilh  voluroe  of  tbe  P^n  U'd,  there  is  a  list  of  276  medical 
works  quoted  by  Ll  Sblchan;  and  likewise  a  list  of  440  miscellaneous  works, 
historical,  biographical,  dec,  from  which  he  made  extracis  for  his  materia 
medica. 

10.  This  law,  here  quoted,  forms  the  SS7ih  section  of  the  penal  code,  and 
aeems  to  be  the  only  reference  made  therein  to  the  medical  profession.  For 
engaging  in  tbe  practice  of  mediciae  no  license  is  required;  bul  the  physi- 
cian must  beware  lest  bis  medicines  fail  (o  have  the  desired  effect. 


Betcription  of  a  C3tine»e  Anatomical  Plate,  iUuHreUive  of  the 
Body,  with  explanation*  of  the  lermM. 

The  plate,  the  explanation  of  which  is  the  object  of  the  present  paper,  is 
copied  from  the  Kaakira  Gaki  zo&  ho,  at  First  Book  in  Instructing  Youtb, 
an  encyclopediac  Japanese  work,  containing  descriptions,  not  only  of  analo- 
Biy,  hot  of  dress,  houses,  arts,  mythology,  Ac.  Figures  of  a  similar  kind  are 
also  found  in  various  Chinese  medical  works.  One  is  contained  in  the  Lujf 
King,  a  book  consistingof  twenty  volumes,  a  collection  of  writings  on  seve- 
val  branches  of  medical  science,  anatomy,  physiology,  practice  of  anrgety 
"it  flgnia  forms  one  or  a  scriM  of  fiNii 


and  medicine,  and  hygiene.    A  similar  ngnia 
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brgf  aoaiomical  pUtei  ftbout  thrca  feet  loag)  iiBued  by  tbe  uaperial  medi- 
cal col  Iqre.  It  is  poiiible  tkal  thiiJapiDesedrewiog  may  have  Men  copied 
fVom  a  Chineie  anginal,  bat  it  is  much  anperioT  in  mechanical  execoiioD  to 
the  Chineie  plates.  The  Chineie  ate  b^  no  means  ignorant  of  aome  of  the 
general  principles  of  anatomy  and  physiology,  tbongh  muy  cf  theii  idms 
ate  so  much  obscured  by  what  is  ftiTolons  ana  abiard,  as  to  be  almost  en- 
tirely undescrTiDg  of  attentioa.  This  is  strikingljr  exemplified  in  their  end- 
lets  disquisitions  on  the  yin  and  yang,  which  foreigners  hare  considered  as 
the  female  and  male  principles  of  nature.  Almost  ereiy  square  inch  of  the 
external  surface  of  Ibe  body  has  its  peculiar  name ;  and  in  all  their  series 
of  anatomical  figures,  there  are  some  indiridual  plates  appropriated  to  this 
•itrcme  markinif  out  of  ihe  surface,  until  the  whole  body  is  covered  with 
names.  In  medical  practice,  they  apply  their  external  remedies  to  these 
various  spots;  and  Chinese  may  fiequently  be  seen  with  small  paiches  of 
tome  adaesire  plaster  on  rarioua  parts  of  the  bodr,  on  the  principle  that 
when  there  is  pain  in  anjr  particular  part  of  tbe  body,  a  plaster  must  be  ap- 
plied OQ  one  of^ these  arbitrary  spots;  these  are  the  places  where  moias  and 
cauteries  are  to  be  applied,  ana  they  are  called  heue.  All  the  prominent 
parts  of  (he  surface,  as  tbe  shoulder,  elbow,  trochanter,  and  knee,  are  said 
to  be  under  tbe  influence  of  the  yang,  or  male  priaciple;  while  the  depres- 
sions of  the  surface,  as  the  armpit,  bcud  of  tbe  arm,  groin,  and  ham,  are 
under  the  influence  of  the  yin,  or  female  principle ! 

They  hare  some  knowledge  of  the  bones,  and  of  their  general  shape  and 
position,  though  they  are  not  at  all  particular  as  to  tbe  way  in  whieh  they 
are  joined  together,  and  make  sad  navoc  ameng  what  aaataraistt  call  tbe 
processes  of  the  bones.  As  to  the  muscles;  they  appear  to  hoow  nothing 
about  ibcm  or  their  use  in  Ihe  system,  since  they  make  no  ether  remark  upon 
the  muscular  substance  than  giving  it  (he  general  term  ofjuh,  flesh.  Tiiey 
call  (he  tendons  kin,  and  suppose  that  the  stren^h  of  tbe  bodily  frame  de- 
pends upon  the(n;  it  appears  to  be  applied  also  iDdisoriminstely  (o  all  (he 
fibrous  cords.  In  regard  to  tbe  bleod-Tessels,  no  clear  distinction  it  made 
between  the  aderies  and  reins;  there  are  certainly  two  names,  Arinf  and  lo; 
as  also  (he  namet  king  muh  and  lo  muh,  given  (o  these  vessels.  It  would 
appear  that  king  is  merely  the  name  of  the  straight  vessels,  and  lo  of  tbe 
lateral  branches  j  for  in  tbe  iViin  King  h  is  said,  "king  chih  kivg  chay,  the 
Ain?  are  the  vessels  that  follow  a  straight  course ;  and  lo  pang  king  ekajf, 
the  to  are  (hose  that  hare  a  lateral  direction."  Whether  there  be  any  other 
names  given  to  the  blood-vessels  is  unceriain;  but  the  consideration  of  this 
subject,  as  also  of  the  nerves,  mutt  be  deferred  for  the  present. 

In  regard  to  the  shape  and  position  of  the  viscera  they  hare  some  general 
ideas,  hut  these  ideas  are  far  from  being  correct.  It  appears  as  if  some  per- 
son had  seen  an  itnperfect  dissection  of  the  interior  oi  the  body,  and  then 
had  sketched  from  memory  a  representation  of  (he  organs,  filling  np  parts 
that  were  obscure  qui  of  his  own  imsginadon,  and  poKraving  what^  accord-' 
iog  to  his  opinioQ,  tbe  parts  ou^ht  lobe,  rather  than  what  (ney  in  reality  are. 

The  following  is  the  description  of  the  plate,  begiooiog  at  the  lop;  the 
explanation  of  the  characters  is  drawn  from  Chinese  sources : 

The  title  of  the  plate  is  T^ang  Foo,  the  organs  of  the  human  body.  These 
organs  are  divided  into  two  classes.  The  Uang,  or  parenchymatous  viscera, 
of  which  there  are  five,  viz.  tbe  longs,  heart,  liver,  spleen,  and  kidney;  foa, 
ot  membranous  viscera,  of  which  (here  are  six,  as  the  large  and  small  in- 
teB(iaeE,  the  stomach,  bladder,  gall-blndder,  and  the  aan  Ueaou,  the  three 
passages. 

fifaou,  tbe  brain. 

Suy  hae  cht  yin,  reservoir  of  ibe  marrow,  and  tbe  abode  of  the  yin  prin- 
ciple in  its  highest  perfection. 

Tung  la,  it  has  communication  with  tbe  tacral  extremity  of  tbe  Terlebral 
eolumn. 

Ho«  tuvg  bt,  (be  larynx,  or  passage  for  the  brea[h. 
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Yen  twig  thikj  A«  pfaanas,  or  puMfv  fer  the  focd. 

iSAm  cftutif,  the  tiernal  regioD,  or  centre  of  the  ihonz;  it  i*  the  >paca 
Mtnated  between  the  niammtB,  it  ibe  seat  of  the  breaib,  and  hat  the  o&et 
ot  eBToy  or  imperial  serrant;  jof  and  delight  emanate  from  IL  It  oan  dia- 
lia^faish  betireeD  the  yin  aod  fang,  and,  being  the  lource  of  change,  cuiDOt 
be  injured  without  danger. 

Fe,  the  longv;  they  are  placed  in  the  thorsx,  resemble  the  flower  of  the 
waier-lilj.  and  are  aaspended  from  the  spine;  they  ere  dirided  into  two 
portions,  and  subdinded  into  lii  (ye)  lubes,  four  being  oa  the  left  side,  and 
two  on  the  right.  There  are  holes  in  them,  oot  of  which  the  sound  comes; 
phlegm  is  prodoeed  in  them  ;  ihej'  are  of  a  white  colour,  and  correspond  to 
metal.  Toe;  hare  the  office  of  traesttission,  and  rule  the  rarious  parts  of 
the  body. 

Sin,  tbe  heart,  is  situated  in  the  thotai,  and  holds  the  office  of  prinee,  ot 
lord  and  ruler  in  the  body ;  the  spiritual  inlelligeBCes  (the  thougats)  ena- 
BBte  from  it. 


Sin  pAOU,  called  alto  paou  io,  the  pericardium;  it  eomes  from  and  e 
Tclopa  the  heart,  and  axtends  to  the  kioACTa. 
Pe  ht,  tbe  bond  of  conneciioa  of  the  spleen. 


Kan  ht,  the  bond  of  cooneclioD  of  the  livi 

SBtin  he,  the  bond  of  the  connectioi  of  tbe  kidney*. 

TFet  ke,  the  nsopbag«*. 

Kih  tno.  the  diaphragm,  is  titnated  below  the  heart  and  lungs,  aad  ha* 
its  Beverai  connections  with  the  spine,  the  rib*,  and  bowels;  it  ^reuls  the 
fctid  exhale  tiont  from  ascend  iag. 

Kan,  the  lirer,  is  placed  on  the  right  side ;  it  eorretpond*  with  wood,  and 
is  of  a  purple  colour;  it  has  seTeo  Icbe*,  aod  ha*  tbe  office  of  geoeralisaimo; 
the  hioan.  at  soul,  resides  in  it ;  seheoies  and  plans  emanate  rrom  it. 

7\in,  the  gall-bladder,  is  placed  below  the  lirer,  and  projects  upwards 
into  it ;  it  has  the  office  of  judge ;  determination  and  decision  proceed  from 
it;  when  people  are  angry  it  ascends  or  expand*. 

Pe,  the  spleen,  is  situated  near  tbe  stomach,  eorresponda  to  earth ;  it 
BMtsis  in  digestion,  and  is  of  a  yellow  colour. 

t¥ei,  the  stomach. 

Pitn  muTi,  tbe  cardiac  extremity. 

YeiD  ffiun,  the  pylons. 

The  atomaeh  is  connected  with  the  spleen,  from  which  the  food  passes 
through  the  stomach  inle  ihe  large  intestines;  the  spleen  and  stonsaeh  have 
the  omce  of  storing  up ;  the  fire  tastes  emanate  from  iheiii. 

Che  man,  the  omeninm. 

Tte,  tbe  oaTel. 

Tan  teen,  the  "  vermilion  field,"  or  pubic  region. 

Seaou  chanr,  the  small  intestines,  are  connected  with  the  heart;  the 
vrioe  passes  through  them  iuto  the  bladder,  end  is  then  expelled.  They 
hare  the  office  of  receiring  abundance ;  digestion  of  the  food  is  carried  en 
in  them. 

Lan  mun,  the  caput  coli,  is  between  the  small  and  large  intestines.  Here 
a  separation  of  the  contents  of  the  intestines  takes  place;  Ihe  watery  secre< 
.  lions  flow  hence  into  the  bladder,  and  the  grosser  pans  or  fteces  pass  down 
'  into  tbe  large  intestioet. 

Ta  ehang,  the  large  intestines,  are  connected  with  the  Inn^,  are  situated 
in  the  loins,  and  have  sixteen  cenvolations;  they  nreof  a  white  colour,  and 
bare  the  office  of  forwarding.    Transformation  is  produced  in  them. 

Chih  chang,  the  rectum. 

Kuh  toau,  or  kang  mun,  the  antts. 

JToou,  or  te.  the  sacral  extremity. 

Shin,  tbe  kidoeys,  are  sitosted  in  the  loiDs;  correspond  to  water,  are  of  a 
dark  colour,  and  resemble  an  egg  or  bean  in  shape ;  they  have  tbe  office  of 
prodneing  power  and  skill ;  ingenuity  proceed*  from  them,  and  the  enbtle  or 
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generatiTe  fluid  is  elitniaaled  bj  thatn;  abore  to  the  brain  and  below  to  Ike 
sacTst  exiiemiiy  the;  are  ibe  ruleis.  (The  oriDC  ia  not  supposed,  by  the 
Cbineee,  to  be  produced  by  ibese  oigana,  bnl  bjr  the  aeparatioo  of  ibe  fluid 
from  Ibe  solid  pans  of  the  food.) 

Mingmtin,  the  gate  of  life;  in  ihii  plaie  the  tninffflun  is  placed  between 
the  bladder  and  rectum,  but  in  other  plates  the  rigbl  kidoey  is  called  the 
ming  mtm.  It  would  appear  that  the  right  kidney  is  the  ming  mun  in  ihe 
male,  for  they  ascribe  to  the  kidneys  the  office  of  storing  np  Ibe  subtle  fluid, 
while  in  the  female  the  same  name  is  applied  to  the  uterus. 

Pang  kvattg,  [he  bladder,  is  placed  below  the  kidneys,  and  is  the  reset- 
roir  of  the  uiioe.  There  is  an  aperture  in  the  large  intestines  (namely,  the 
iliac  ralre),  where  the  excrementitious  matters  are  separated ;  the  r«ees  go 
into  the  large  intestines,  and  the  urine  into  the  bladder;  this  organ  has  the 
office  of  ■  local  magistrate. 

jSan  tteaou,  literally,  three  passages. 

Santteaou  chay,  thieuy  kuh  che  taou  loo  yay.  The  exact  meaning  at* 
tached  to  tbeee  tan  Ueaaa  is  not  ?eiy  eridenl,  but  appareniiy  the  Chinese 
and  Japanese  ailribute  alt  the  more  obscure  functions  of  the  viicera  to  ihem; 
they  are  supposed  to  encircle  tbe  cavities  of  the  thorax  and  abdomen,  and 
thus  to  connect  tbe  rarious  viscera  together.  One  description  of  ibem  is  as 
follows:  "  They  are  three  in  number,  tbe  npper,  middle,  and  inferior.  The 
nppei  one  terminates  in  the  superior  oriSce  of  Ihe  stcroach,  and  governs  the 
iogesta,  but  ooi  the  egesta.  The  middle  one  is  in  the  central  arch  or  benil 
of  the  stomach,  and  governs  tbe  fermentation  and  digestion  of  the  food ;  it 
■ends  forth  tbe  watery  secretions,  and  elaborates  them  into  the  lighter  and 
more  subtle  fluids,  which  flow  upwards  to  the  lungs,  where  they  ere  eon- 
verted  into  blood,  and  thus  support  the  animal  frame.  The  lower  one  com- 
roences  below  the  caput  coli,  and  governs  the  egesta,  but  not  ibe  ingesta." 
All  this  is  B  meie  speculalion  or  dream,  there  being  oo  such  organs  or  func 
tioni  as  those  now  described.  Indeed  in  the  Nan  King  it  is  said,  "(hey 
have  a  name,  bul  no  form  or  figure." 

Tring  taou;  the  remark  in  Ihe  large  plates  on  this  passage  is,  "agiiate 
ibe  heart,  the  subtle  essence  is  set  in  motion,  the  li/e  gale  imbibes  and  takes 
it  up,  and  Ihe  subtle  humours  of  the  three  taeaou  are  Hereby  shed  forth." 

neaou  taou,  the  urethra. 

"  ThQ  twelve  offices  or  functions  above  enumeiated  must  on  no  account 
have  their  relative  connection  distnibed,  or  great  injury  will  assuredly  arise 
in  consequence.    The  emanations  or  vapout*  being  changed,  tears  aie  pro- 

The  Japanese  description  of  the  wood-cut  concludes  with  the  foltowiog 
remarks  on  the  ftelus :  "  II  is  said  of  the  ftetus,  that  in  the  first  month  it  is 
like  a  pearly  dew-drop;  in  tbe  secondj  it  resembles  a  peach  flower;  in  tbe 
third,  the  leies  can  be  distingnished  ;  in  the  fourth,  the  form  and  6gure  can 
be  perceived  ;  in  the  fif^.h,  the  flesb  and  bones  can  be  seen ;  in  ihe  siith,  the 
hair  and  down  on  the  skin  appear ;  iu  Ihe  seventh,  the  hvan  or  soul  enlera, 
and  the  child  moves  ils  right  hand  runsideiably  ;  in  the  eighth,  the  pih,  oi 
Doiod  enters,  and  the  child  moves  its  left  hand;  in  ihe  ninth,  ii  turns  itself 
over  three  times;  in  Ihe  tenth,  ihe  ke,  spirit  or  subtle  fluid,  enters,  and  the 
ftBIUB  is  then  burn." 
/rhe  purpose  for  which  such  communications  as  the  present  are  made,  is 
not  that  we  may  acquire  any  increase  to  our  present  stock  of  anatomical 
or  medical  knowledge,  but  (bat  we  may  know  exacily  what  are  the  ideas 
which  tbe  Chinese  themselves  have  on  these  subjects,  and  to  ascertain  the 
names  ihey  appl^  to  the  parts  of  the  human  body,  the  names  of  diseases  lo 
which  the  body  is  liable,  and  the  names  and  qualities  of  the  plants  and 
minerals  they  use  as  remedies.  And  before  we  can  in  any  wise  attempt  to 
improve  the  stale  of  medical  and  surgical  knowledge  among  the  Chinese,  it 
ta  of  theuLmost  importance  ihat  we  first  obtain  a  dislinci  knowledge  of  their 
own  opinions  and  theories,  vague  and  indefiniie  though  moat  of  them  b«> 
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It  is  Dol  to  be  ninMMd  that  all  tite  opjniooa  ther  eDtertain  on  m«di«al  sub- 
jecU  are  meie  uonseDae,  for  aome  of  loeir  works  oa* e  eTidentl j  been  written 
by  men  poftseaaed  of  cooaidenbte  talent,  and  who  hare  carefully  enmined 
into  [he  nature  and  causei  of  disease ;  and  the  rule*  and  precepts  gireD  fot 
Ibe  management  of  tome  affections  are  by  no  means  to  be  despised.  Still, 
Ibe  whole  system  of  medicine  is  very  defeciiTe ;  ihos  disease  is  suppoMd  to 
arise  in  conaeijuence  of  the  fancifal  accordance  between  the  riscera,  the 
pnlse,  metals,  earth,  ctriour,  sound,  &c.  being  destroyed;  and  then  ferer  and 
other  disurdered  aciions  are  produced,  and  the  remedies  giren  are  intended 
to  restore  the  natural  harmony  between  the  organs  and  these  elements, — 
whieh  beio^  accomplished,  the  health  will  be  recovered.  Il  is  requisite,  in 
reading  Chinese  medical  books,  to  ascertain  the  aeeordaoces  wbich  are  sop- 
powd  to  exist  between  the  organs  and  rsrions  external  objects,  otherwise 
the  idea  ioiended  to  be  conveyed  to  the  reader  will  not  be  ascerlained.  It 
roust  always  he  borne  in  mind  that  although  tbe  Chinese  reasoninjc  on  phy- 
aiological  sobjecis  is  in  msny  cases  erroneous,  still  the  language  in  which 
those  theories  are  eipreHcd  is  necumte,  and  the  dencriptions,  so  far  as  they 
go,  clearly  convey  the  intention  of  the  author.  L. 


abt.  n.— on  pathology  of  the  joints. 

Oosdadad  ftom  puffl  397. 

2.  Di»ea*ta  of  Ike  Articular  Cartilage*.  We  pass  now  to  the  coniidera- 
tion  of  the  morbid  alierationa  of  the  articular  cartilages,  and  we  come  at 
once  npon  a  fundamental  question;  Are  there  any  ptoper  diseases  of  arti- 
cular cartilage?  Are  not  all  those  that  are  so  called  t^e  results  of  disease 
of  the  adjacent  tissues  and  of  ibe  action  of  their  products  1  The  doubtful 
.,-....»...._..  ^T.  which  the  answers  ti^  'i— —  — ~-..«~-  -,.— .  „ii; — ._i..  j«. 


peod  is  the  organissiion,  or,  lo  speak  more  de6nitely.  the  vasculsriiy  of  the 
oariitages.  We  will  first  consider  the  alatemenls  ana  opinions  of  those  who 


appose  the  vascularity  and  independent  morbid  alteration  of  these  tissue*, 
and  then  express  our  own  opinions  and  those  to  whieh  ne  assent. 
'  The  work  of  Dr.  Scbumer  affords  a  good  summary  of  the  argumecis 
generally  advanced  by  the  opponenis  of  the  iodepeodeoce  of  cartilages. 
The  vascularity  of  articular  cartilage  might,  as  he  rightly  says  (p.  II),  be 
determined,  1st,  by  the  flow  of  blood  from  a  wound  of  its  substance ;  2d,  b^ 
injection ;  'ii,  by  microscopic  examination ;  4th,  by  the  morbid  changes,  if 
they  are.  of  the  kind  which  cannot  occur  without  vessels.  But  by  none  of 
■be«e  means,  he  and  manf  others  affirm,  can  their  vascularity  be  demoa- 

That  no  blood  flows  when  au  articular  cartilage  is  wounded  we  readily 
admit }  but  no  blood  flows  when  the  iris  is  cut,  as  in  making  an  ariiflcial 
pupil,  or  in  anv  other  operation,  unless  it  is  torn  away  from  the  ciliary  liga- 
ment. Yet  who  doubts  the  vascularity  of  the  iris,  or  that  it  is  subject  to 
peculiar  diseases?  And  the  tissue  of  articular  cartilage  is  even  more  adapted 
for  the  prevention  of  bemonhage  from  vessels  divided  in  it  than  that  ot  the 
iris  is ;  for  it  is  compressed  within  the  limits  of  the  space  which  b^  iis  un- 
restrained elasticity  it  would  occupy,  and,  therefore,  when  it  is  cut,  its  parti- 
cles instantly  spring  up  against  each  other,  and  at  once  close  any  vessel  that 
may  be  divided.  The  evidence  of  the  absence  of  bleeding  from  its  wounda 
is  ttiercrore  valueless;  the  hemorrhage  from  a  tissue  is  not  directly  propor- 
tioned to  the  size  of  its  vessels,  but  to  the  circumstances  in  which  Ihejr  are 
E laced,  whether  the  tissue  around  them  is  unyielding  or  loose,  whether  end 
ow  soon  they  can  contract,  &.a. 
The  evidcDce  of  injection  is  equally  unsatisfactory.  It  is,  we  believe, 
true  that  no  one  has  yet  succeeded  in  forcing  a  coloured  Bnid  into  the  very 
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nbstuu  of  the  liMllbr  wtkuUr  caHilagei  bat  it  m«j  b«  dnrm  islo  tm- 
mIi  niDtiiDK  OTH  iu  frac  tntface.  We  have  done  ihi*  ia  a  perrectly  healtbr 
j«Dl ;  bul  It  n  much  Im*  difficult  vheii^  bf  aa  iDflamnwtiMi,  the  tTDorial 
membrsDe  coTaiing  ibe  eanUwe  i*  slightlp  tnollen ;  iajeetioa  will  tbea 

C(e  in  dutinct  brauchiog;  TMseli  demid  from  ihe  ciicalua  amcali  Tascn- 
iiu,  for  more  than  half  an  ineb  over  the  edge  of  lb*  cartilaf «,  in  ezacilj 
iht  same  maDDer  as  the  TeaaeU  paaa  (ram  the  coDJanctira  over  the  front  m 
the  eoraea.  Now  it  ia  not  in  the  amallett  degree  probable  tbat  theae  reaaeb 
■lop  anddenlf  at  tbis  distance  upon  the  inrface  of  the  cartilage,  witboat 
pauing  like  thoae  of  the  cornea  (to  which  ihif  are  in  other  teapeeta  lo 
aimilar,)  orer  the  whole  surface,  and  dipping  into  the  aubstance  of  the  oai^ 
litage  it*el£  Not  ia  it  more  protwble  that  a  dense  non-raiCQUr  tiwue  ahooM 
thn  be  placed  between  two  laacutai  (arfacea;  iheie  ia  but  one  inttanca  >■ 
die  body  of  a  Boa-vaaeulai  oigan  ao  aituated — the  ctjratallia*  lena — and  we 
■ted  not  tay  how  dialattt  ia  tha  anali^y  drava  between  it  and  ■■  articulu 
canilage. 

In  addition  to  theae  Teaaels  of  the  Kr"°*'*'  memlwane  eorering  the  earti- 
lage,  we  belieTC  that  another  tet  exista,  which  pate  rerticBlly  trom  the  boM 
through  the  little  canals,  which  ate  so  diiiinci  by  the  pink  poinu  that  are 
■een  when  a  slice  is  cut  rrom  (he  aorface  of  the  cartilage  of  a  yoang  animal. 
These  have  not  indeed  been  yet  injected ;  but  the  art  of  injecting  is  not  yet 
■o  perfect  that  from  its  negaiive  evidence  we  can  have  any  right  lo  draw  a 
poaitire  conclusion.  The  vcsseli  of  the  healthy  coraea  bave  been  dera<»- 
atrated  hy  injection  only  within  the  laat  four  years  j  thoae  of  the  earlilagea 
of  the  ribs  and  larynx  within  the  last  ten  years  j  and  those  of  the  tendoos 
hare  only  been  injected  within  the  last  iweWe  months.  The  atiieulat  cat- 
tilagea  etidently  present  many  more  difficulties  to  iojeelion  than  these;  but 
there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  they  may  not  jet  he  surmounted.  Till  the 
tiaanes  juii  mentioned  had  been  injected,  their  laacularity  waa  denied  or 
doubted  by  those  who  are  not  conteut  with  any  bat  visible  proofs;  but  long 
prerioual^,  their  morbid  ehaagea  were  suffieieiti  to  establish  their  vaacnliiiiy 
to  every  impartial  mtnd,> 

That  veaaela  ahould  be  inviaible  when  the  articular  cartilages  are  exa- 
miaed  with  (ha  microscope  is  no  wonder;  ibey  cannot  when  empty  be  dia- 
eerned  by  it  in  manr  even  of  the  raoat  vascular  tissue  a. 

We  come,  then,  lastly,  to  that  which  is  b^  &r  the  most  interesting  and 
important  argument  for  the  existence  of  an  independent  morbid  action  in 
the  cartilages,  and  tbat  such  an  action  as  we  cannot  conceive  to  be  carried 
on  without  blood  and  blood-vessels, — the  changes  which  they  andergo  ia 
diaeose.  Tbii  sabjeci  has  been  examined  experlmenully,  and  especially 
by  Doroer,'  Oendrin,*  Cruvatlhier,*  and  Schumer,  and  the  general, result  of 
their  investigations  is  the  impossibility  of  exciting  any  evident  iDflammation 
in  an  articular  cartilage  by  any  mechanical  injury.  But  it  is  clear  that  (heaa 
eases  furnish  of  themselves  the  coDiradjclioa  lo  ihe  conclusiona  drawn  from 
them;  for  no  effect  was  produced  by  the  injury  upon  tbe  cartilage,  although 
all  the  other  (issues  of  the  joints  were  vehemently  inOamed.  Now,  if  the 
cartilage  were  not  destroyed  by  the  action  of  its  own  vessels,  why  waa  it 

■  Since  this  was  written  oar  belief  hai  been  moat  hippitj  coDfirmed  by  Mr.  Listoo'i 
aceuDDt  of  hii  JDJecliani  of  the  irticular  carlilifes  of  diseased  joints,  io  ■  piper  reid 
at  Ihe  Medico^^irurgiail  Sodetj.  Of  courw  we  oto  at  prcKnt  only  ■nnoance  the 
ftet;  but  «•  ma;  add,  thst  m  inipedion  of  the  ipeeimen*  tbat  were  eihibiled  in  the 
aoolaty'i  roonw  nneqeivacally  ertablishod  Uie  sutbor's  deacrlplioD  of  retsela  in  the  vory 
■obslance  of  Ihe  csriilattf-  Tbe  injoctiom  were  lotong  Ibe  most  beiutifiil  we  have 
ever  seen ;  and  we  cordially  coDgratulile  tlie  poMeasor  on  bavlDe  sarmoonted  Ibe  great 
eel  difficulty  of  Ibii  art 

■  D«  griTioribu*  qnibntdira  ctrtjlipnnni  nnlationibna.    Tabivg.  179&J 

■  Hifloire  Analomiqaa  de*  Inflimmsliona. 

*  Archive*  Generales  de  H*dicine.    Ferr.  1634. 
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KOt  dntnyed  b;  thoM  bcsih  f«  which  ther  aMijba  ki  dtatraeiicM  ■■  evn. 
mon  inflAmmalioniof  joiiiu7  The  nperimeDti  sbowthit  id  ths  midst  of  a 
moM  acnia  inflaiDmaiioa  of  the  tyBovitl  ncmbfaDt,  inch  a>  it  prodoeed  bj 
onitiDg  a  joiot  wide  open,  tbe  cutilagee  TenwiB  for  aome  defe  DnallerM. 
Tbey,  therefore,  proTe  Dothingj  (oi  the^  are  aa  >tra«g  eridnce  a(aiaat  tha 
power  t^  anf  eitwnal  neaoa  jwodaced  by  ivbotUI  taflamaaation  t«  dasUor 
lh«  eartilagea,  ai  ihey  are  agaioat  the  cartilage  baiiif  able  to  deairoy  iiaenl 
They  only  prove  that  in  an  acute  inflammatioD  of  a  joint  the  earlitagei  an 
not  alwaya  nleerated. 

But  snppoae  that  by  diacase,  or  after  an  experimenl,  the  caitilage  is  re- 
nored  from  the  head  of  a  boae.  What  are  iha  means  by  which  that  remoral 
ba*  been  eSaeted?  Softening  and  solntion  in  tbe  pus  or  other  flaid  effoaed 
iaio  the  joint?  Absorption  by  tbe  smroanding  ■vneTial  membraae,  or  a 
liaaoe  prodoeed  from  it  on  parpoae?  Or  indepeoaeni  ulecTauTe  action  in 
tbejcanilase  itself?  The  6r*t  is  the  eoaimon  opinion  of  tboae  who  do  not 
reeeiTe  the  thirdj— the  aecond  ia  that  proponnded  by  Mr.  Key,' — the  third 
ia  that  of  Sir  B.  Brodie  and  many  others,  and  that  which  we  hare  now  tittle 
hMitattoo  in  adopting.  The  first  two  eiplanationa  cao  he  applied  only  to 
tboae  casaa  in  which  the  cartilage  is  progreaaiTely  remoTtd  from  in  ayno- 
Tial  sorlace  tewarda  tbe  bone ;  they  caa  have  ao  application  in  ibe  eases  in 
which  its  reaaoTal  is  effected  in  tbe  opposiii:  direction,  in  which  it  is,  as  it 
were,  andermined.  and  iti  connectioo  with  (be  booe  destroyed.  In  these 
biter  cases  it  is  ny  all  sapposed  to  be  absorbed  by  graoalations  produced 
from  tbe  bones ;  but  we  shall  offer  some  reBsona  for  doubling  the  correctness 
of  this  Tiew. 

First,  for  the  theory  ef  the  solation  in  dds.  Behamer  relates  an  experi- 
■Bent  in  which  a  portion  of  cartilage,  placed  in  a  suppuTaiing  Sstulous 
pnaaaM,  was  found  after  seren  days  opaqae  and  yellowish,  and  half  dis- 
aolred.  Bat  ten  such  experiments  could  have  no  weight  against  the  foci 
which  every  one  roust  hare  bad  the  opportunity  of  obsetving,  riz.  that  after 
pus  has  remained  even  for  many  day*  in  a  joint,  the  cartilages  may  still  be 
■either  softened  nor  in  any  other  way  altered ;  and  that  if  they  are  irregalar 
in  certain  isolsted  parts  of  their  suiface,  (be  parts  which  slill  remain  attached 
to  the  bone  are  quite  firm  and  polished.  This  is  especially  the  case  in  that 
elass  of  aappatations  which  occur  eoincidenily  in  several  jointly  and  which 
we  have  already  alluded  to  as  sometimes  accompanying  phlebitis.  In  these 
eases,  after  a  joint  has  been  distended  for  many  days  with  paa,  all  the  evi- 
dent change  in  the  cartilage  is  that  a  portion  seems  as  if  it  had  been  chipped 
onl  of  it  with  some  blunt  instrument.  Tbe  surfsce  that  is  left,  sad  all  the 
rest  of  the  cartilage,  ia  still  firm,  of  its  natural  bluish-white  colour,  and  in- 
limalely  attached  to  the  boae.  Now,  if  pos  bad  the  least  power  of  dissolving 
cartilage  in  tbe  living  body,  snch  facta  as  these  conid  never  be  observed ; 
the  cartilage  in  sach  a  suppuration  of  a  joint  would  be  evenly  thinned  over 
ila  whole  extent,  and  that  which  rernained  would  be  soft  and  loose,  and  half 
diaaolved,  or  fli>cculent  and  unable  to  bear  the  presanre  of  the  finger;  bal 
such  an  appearance  is  in  common  inflammation  of  a  joint  never  aeen.  Por- 
tions of  cartilage  are  always  entirely  lemoved;  and  (hat  which  remains 
possesses  a  healthy  aspect,  if  not  its  normal  connections.   ■ 

Tbe  theory  of  Mr.  Key,  which  is  in  pan  adopted  also  by  Mr.  Adams,  it 
fat  more  ingenioDS,  and  la  founded  on  facts  of  more  seeming  authority,  than 
(his  of  BoluiioD  by  pas.  An  admirable  criticism  of  it  forms  the  greater  part 
of  tbe  important  appendix  to  the  present  edition  of  Sir  B.  Brodie's  iiesiise. 


The  theory  Is  briefly  this:  When  ulceration  of  tbe  eartilage  ensues  a 
result  of  synovial  inflammatioD,  tbe  removal  of  its  tissue  is  effected,  not  by 
its  own  vessels,  but  by  those  of  a  very  vascular  process  of  synovial  mem- 
biane  which  grows  over  the  herder  of  the  cartilage,  or  by  those  of  a  similarly 
Taso alar  membrane  prodaced  from  the  synovial  membrane,  and  receiving 

'  On  ths  Ulcerative  Process  in  Jainls,  Uedico-Chimrgical  Transactien^   Vql  xvUi. 
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in  rmteb  from  it,  wbtch  spreads  ovtt  the  free  sor&ces  uf  tlw  caitilagea  urf 
absorbs  them.' 

Tbe  faei  upon  which  this  theory  is  foanded  is,  tb«l  id  maDiT  cases  wbcra 
the  syDOvial  sarface  «f  a  cartilage  is  gruoved,  or  as  Sir  B.  Brodie  happilf 
expresses  i^  chtMcled  out  by  ulceniioo,  the  deprestioD  is  foand  occapied  bf 
a  process  of  meiubraiie  from  ils  syDoyial  liaing,  which  has  a  very  Tascular 
and  frioged  border,  like  one  of  the  "  gltods  of  Haters."  This  Mr.  Key  be- 
lieves has  absorbed  ibe  cartilage  by  a  process  anak^ous  to  thai  bf  whieh 
the  remoTal  of  the  sequestrum  of  cyliodricai  bones  ooder  necrosis  lake* 
place.  Now,  the  qaestioD  of  the  absorpiioa  of  dead  bone  is  too  long  to  be 
entered  upon  at  length  here;  but  we  may  observe  that  the  eiperimenia  of 
Mr.  Gulliver,  supported  as  they  are  by  many  facts  of  constant  ocenrrence, 
render  it  certain  that  a  sequestrum  separated  from  its  rascular  connection  ia 
never  in  any  degree  absorbed  by  the  surrounding  vascular  parts,  but  retnains, 
as  the  loose  fragments  of  fractures  often  do,  unaltered  for  months  and  years. 
The  same  experiaients  render  it  very  doubtful  whether  a  dead  portion  of 
bone,  even  still  adhering  to  living  bone,  is  ever  lessened  bv  the  absorption 
of  Ibe  vessels  of  another  part;  much  less,  then,  is  it  probable  thai  a  llvinf 
tissue,  however  slightly  vascnlar,  should  be  absorbed  by  ibe  vessels  of  an- 
other adjacent  tissue ;  nor  do  we  know  a  single  example  in  wbich  it  can  be 
proved  that  the  vessels  of  one  living  part  or  tissue  have  the  smallest  shan 
in  efiecling  the  ulcerative  removal  of  another.  It  is  evident,  therefore,  tbai 
no  imagined  analogy  to  any  of  these  other  processes  is  dedueible  in  favour 
of  Mr.  Key's  view,  for  they  are  themselves,  if  not  opposed  to  his  idea,  at 
least  most  ambiguous. 

A^in,  it  is  clear  that  this  assumed  mode  of  ulceration  by  tbe  action  of  a  de- 
stroying growtb  from  the  synovial  membrane  cannot  explain  all  cases;  for  in 
ininy  the  cartilage  is  removed  when  it  was  opposed  to  another  cartilaginous 
surface,  and  in  these,  and  in  many  more,  the  ulceration  occurs  in  a  part  of 
the  articular  surface  to  whir.h  no  synovial  growth  could  have  access,  as  on 
tbe  very  centre  of  the  patella,  on  the  middle  of  the  condyles,  and  on  ibe 
bead  of  the  femur  not  near  the  ligamentum  teres,  oo  tbe  middle  of  the  head 
of  tbe  humerus,  &.c.  From  all  these  parts  portions  of  cartilage  are  oftea 
found  removed,  wbile  that  around  them  is  healthy ;  so  that  it  is  evident  that 
even  in  some  of  the  cases  in  wbich  the  membranons  ^iroeess  does  exist,  it 
could  only  have  arrived  at  the  ulcerated  part  by  passing  over  the  healthy 
surface.  But  in  many  of  these  cases  of  isolated  ulceration,  and  indeed  in 
Ibe  large  majority,  tbe  synovial  membrane  bas  no  processes  growing  from 
it  at  all.  And  it  is  not  in  tbe  least  probable  but  that  in  all  these  cases  tbe 
process  employed  is  essentially  the  same ;  a  single  case,  therefore,  in  which 
a  growih  from  the  synovial  menibrane  is  not  found,  though  the  cartilage  is 
absorbed  on  its  synovial  surface,  would  throw  great  doubt  upon  the  theoryj 
and  when  such  cases  are  far  from  rare,  ibey  must  he  fatal  to  it.  They  are 
ao  far  from  rare,  tbai  we  believe  that  many  surgeons  to  whom  the  ulceration 
of  the  cartilages  is  a  familiar  appearance,  have  never  yet  seen  such  pro- 
cesses from  tbe  synovial  membrane  as  Mr.  Key  describes. 

But  still  this  vascular  growih  is  sometimes  seen  exactly  filling  into  the 
cavity  in  that  portion  of  the  articular  surface  from  wbich  the  cartilage  is 
removed,  and  certaiuly  to  an  imaginaiive  mind  it  looks  jusi  as  if  it  bad  been 
eating  and  growing  on  the  food  it  derived  from  the  edges  of  ibe  hollow  it 
had  made;  it  looks  like  a  worm  in  its  hole.    How,  then,  did  it  get  there  1 

■  We  einnot  bet  remsrk  the  sinjnlsr  mode  of  expression  which  Mr.  Key,  ressoninr 
striiglitiiviy  from  fscts  In  llr.sl  cauies,  idnpli  in  refierence  to  IhJi  proeesa ;  speshinf  of 
it  SI  s  curative  effort  of  luture,  vhuu  object  ii  in  ihne  diwiMs  of  the  joints  to  pro. 
duoe,  s>  R  nstuni  enrr,  snchytusis.  Tliii  nisy  be,  lur^icslly  speaking,  s  cure,  bcesus 
Iha  pstient  doe*  not  die, — yet  we  scarcely  call  it  s  care,  if  from  inosmmslioo  of  his 
eyes  B  pstient  loses  his  sight;  snd  viiion  is  not  more  a  function  of  tbe  eye  thsn  notion 
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To  eTpUin  it,  tbe  stractara  or  the  joinl*  maat  be  eontidereil ;  the;  are  mti- 
ties  with  firm  and-scarcely  yielding  walla,  aod  thef  admit  of  na  change  of 
Tolume  eicepi  with  aa  inrereelj  proportioned  alicration  in  the  qmniily  of 
their  cuDtents.  If  tbe  caviiy  of  a  joinl  iocrease  io  size,  more  sabstaoce  miut 
pass  into  it  lo  fill  it;  if  il^decreate  in  size,  something  must  past  out  of  it. 
They  are  iu  this  leaped  exactly  anatogoDa  to  tbe  craDium,  into  whose  cavity, 
if  the  mass  of  the  brain  become  smaller  by  alropby,  or  other  loss  of  subslaace. 
more  flaid  muai  be  and  always  is  efiiised  ;  if  the  braio  become  larger,  fluio  « 
must  put  out  of  the  craoium  (oaless  in  children  in  whom  ihe  head  can  ex< 
pand),  and  the  brain  ia  then  found  dry,  artd  without  fluid  either  in  its  ven- 
tricles  or  membranea.  There  are  cases  of  cerebral  disease  in  which  effects 
are  obserred  exactly  analogous  to  ihia  growth  of  tbe  syDovial  membrane 
into  the  joints.  When,  ia  consequence  of  an  apoplectic  enu^ion,  an  abicest, 
or  any  other  disorder  in  nbich  a  portion  of  the  brain  is  destroyed,  tbe  volama 
of  tbe  contents  of  the  cranium  is  lessened.  Inasmuch  as  the  size  of  its  cavity 
remains  for  the  time  unaltered,  ii  ia  certain  that  either  something  must  b« 
added  to  the  rolume  of  the  contents^  or  that  the  volume  of  the  cavity  must . 
be  reduced.  The  contents  of  the  cavity  must  exactly  fill  it,  or  a  vacuum 
would  exist,  which  we  need  scarcely  say  is  impoasible.  The  subject  is  ad- 
mirably illuairaied  by  sonfe  of  the  cases  of  atrophy  of  the  brain  detailed  by 
the  late  Dr.  Sims,  io  his  paper  od  that  subject,  in  the  19th  volume  of  the 
Hedico-Cbirurgical  TraDiaciions:  "The  chasm  occasioned  by  the  atrophied 
state  of  Tbe  braio,"  be  says,  "we  observe  lo  be  soroelimes  filled  up  by  serous 
fin  id  and  by  dtpotilt  of  btrne  on  Ihe  tkull," — "the  hypertrophy  which  takes 
place  io  ibe  bones  of  the  cranium  is  very  frequently  coofiaed  to  the  inner 
tarface  of  ihe  os  frontis,  in  other  cases  it  is  more  geneial." — (P-  367.) 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  in  the  living  body,  aa  in  inorganic  matter,  if  the 
size  of  an  air-light  cavity  be  increased  its  contents  must  expand,  or  if  not  ex- 
pansible, must  have  something  added  (o  them  to  fill  the  cavity;  or  if  the  size 
of  the  contents  of  a  cavity  be  diminished,  it*  walls  must  fall  in.  These  are 
tbe  simple  principles  on  which,  when  in  (he  adnlc  the  brain  grows  larger, 
(be  skull  grons  (hiooer;  and  when  the  brain  becomes  smaller,  ihe  skull  be- 
eomes  thicker,  or  more  fluid  than  natural  is  eSused  within  it.  To  apply 
the  same  principles  to  the  disease  of  the  joints  now  under  consideration :  a 
portion  of  the  synovial  sarface  of  an  articular  cartilage  is  removed  by  the 
ulcerative  piocesa  of  ila  own  vessels;  what  is  to  fill  the  space  thus  produced 
in  tbe  cavity  of  ibe  jointi  In  moat  cases,  aa  in  moat  of  atrophy  of  the 
brain,  fluid  (eilher  pDs  or  synovia)  is  effused  in  increased  quantity;  but  in 
tome,  as  in  some  of  atrophy  of  the  biaio,  the  surrounding  tissues  grow  in 
and  fill  op  the  chasm.  The  process,  or  as  it  might  be  called,  the  byperiro- 
phy  of  the  synovial  membrane,  ia  the  exact  analogue  of  the  hypertrophy  of 
the  bones  of  the  skull. 

In  this  explanation  nothing  improbable  is  involved.  It  is  assumed  that 
Ihe  first  change  is  Ihe  absorpiion  of  the  cartilage,  and  that  ii  may  be  the  first 
is  certain,  because  in  some  early  eiamined  cases  it  is  the  only  change ;  by 
such  an  absorpiion  a  vacuum  mutt  be  formed  in  [he  joint;  and  something 
imul  fill  it  up;  that  something  is  either  fluid,  or  an  increased  growth  of  sy- 
novial membrane,  or  a  newly-formed  false  membrane.  We  can-indeed  deler- 
mioe,  if  the  part  of  ihe  cariilsge  absorbed  be  known,  what  will  he  produced 
lo  fill  its  place;  if  the  middle  of  [he  surface  be  ulcerated,  fluid  will  be  efiosed 
and  no  membrane  produced ;  if  tbe  borders  of  Ihe  cartilage,  then  membrane 
growa  into  the  cavity  as  fast  aa  it  is  formed. 

Thus  much  of  the  presumed  explanations  that  have  been  ofiered  of  super- 
ficial nlceraiion  of  articular  cartilages,  to  remove  the  apparent  difficulty  of 
their  possessing  too  small  a  degree  of  vascularity  [o  eflect  iheir  own  ulcera- 
tion. Neither  of  Ibem  is  free  from  far  greater  objections  than  those, which 
they  are  iolended  to  surmount. 

The  opinion  is  more  commonly  received,  and  certainly  more  nlaosible, 
that  in  the  deep  ulceration  in  which  the  cartilage  is  undermined  from  its 
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conDcction  with  the  boos,  cha  naenlar  paDnUtion*  tfait  grow  iato  tba 
bollow  betwaeo  tbem  are  the  •g«DtB  by  wbieh  tb«  absorpiioa  of  tk«  andvr 
snrfaca  of  the  cartilage  i«  effected.  But  even  agaimt  ihia  tmw  there  «re 
manf  objeciiona ;  fl«  the  improbability  of  one  lisfoe  being  absorbed  by  tli* 
veaavli  of  aitotfaer,  and  that  healibr  bone  (for  in  eania  thovgh  boI  in  iDOat 
of  ibese  cacet  the  bone  is  foand  unaltered,)  shoald  [trodncc  grannlationt  l« 
do  sDcb  irreparable  miickief.  tt  is  eertaia  that  if  the  aJMorplion  af  the  under 
■  ■urface  of  (he  cartilage  were  the  fint  step  in  the  proee**,  graotilatioiit  or 
aoncthing  mutt  grow  from  the  head  of  the  bone  (o  fill  up  the  CBTJtjr  that 
would  «1ie  be  forreed ;  and  thai  the  cartilage  it  first  absorbed  is  rendered 
probable  by  the  frequent  coincidence  of  similar  absorption  on  its  opposite 
(synOTilit)  enrlace,  which  we  have  already  shown  is  often  a  primary  affer- 
tioD. 

The  growth  of  granulations  into  aueh  a  carity  aa  the  independent  nkers- 
lion  of  the  under  surface  of  the  cartilage  would  form  ii  easily  predueible  at 
will.  If  a  hole  be  bored  in  a  booe  end  the  iotegumeati  replaced  over  it  for 
a  fev  days  and  then  again  raised,  the  bole  will  be  found  exactly  filled  by  a 
growth  of  rascular  grinolalioni  from  the  surface  of  the  tissues  that  lay,o*cr 
It,  just  ni  la  this  case  each  little  caTity  on  the  under  side  of  the  cartilage  ia 
oceupied  by  h  growth  of  granulatioDs  from  ihe  subjacent  bone.'  The  same 
action  no  doubt  produces  the  graaulations  in  both  eases,  as  well  as  in  all 
thoae  in  which  graoulationi  appear  to  be  eating  away  the  surfice  of  aa 
nleerating  lisiue.  In  all  the  growth  and  increase  of  iha  ^lanntations  ia 
•eeondary;  a  necessary  consequence  of  the  removal  of  adjacent  tiasuea; 
(hey  do  not  form  the  holes,  but  they  grow  into  the  holes  that  are  formed  by 
the  tissue's  own  ressela. 

The  e I pla nations,  then,  which  the  opponents  of  the  independent  morbid 
aetion  of  the  cartilages  hsTe  offered,  are  at  piesent  insufficient  to  8c«o«bI 
for  the  phenomena.  The  remoTal  of  cartilage  is, fairly  referrible  onl^  to  a 
process  of  ulceration  wbicb  is  effected  by  its  own  power;  and  eve|i  in  the 
absence  of  any  other  evidence  for  their  vascularity,  this  atone  might  be  svf- 
ficient  proof  of  it.  When  to  the  evidence  which  it  affords  we  add  the  proof 
of  the  vascularity  of  their  synovial  sorfaee,— the  occasional  appearance  of 
vessels  even  in  their  anbstance  when  diseased— as  in  the  case  described  by 
Hr.  Mayo  (Med.-Chir.  Trans,  vol.  zii,  p.  63,)— the  occBsioODl  existence  of 
a  vasculat  false  membrane  passing  from  the  synovial  surface  of  one  eartilage 
(o  that  of  BDother,  without  any  commuoicaiioo  with  the  walls  of  the  joint, 
and  without  an?  apparent  vascularity  of  the  adjacent  syoovial  surface, — iba 
peculiarities  wnicn  it  presents  in  some  other  diseases, — the  weakness  Ot 
all  the  objections  invented  against  its  vascularity,  and  all  (he  evident 
improba  bill  lies  of  a  non-vaseulai  sabstaace  existing  in  such  circumstance* 
ana  presentiDg  such  phenomena  as  cartilage  does, — by  all  these  the  vascu- 
larity and  independent  power  of  this  lisaue  mny  be  deemed  sufficieDtly  well 
established  to  be  admitted  in  the  explanation  of  the  various  forms  of  ulcera- 
tion to  which  it  is  subject. 

Of  all  that  have  been  offered,  the  most  concise  and  correct  view  of  tb« 
ulcerations  of  cartilage  It,  in  our  opinion,  that  which  Mr.  Mnyo  has  givra 
in  the  paper  just  referred  to :  it  is  that  wnich  with  verr  slight  modification 
we  should  exactly  adopt  There  are  three  kinds  of  uicetHtian  of  articular 
cartilage:  one  in  which  it  commencei  from  the  synovial  surface;  a  second 
in  which  it  commences  at  the  surface  next  the  hone, — io  both  these  the  sob* 
sunce  of  the  cartilage  that  remains  is  white,  firm,  and  scarcely  altered  IB 
appearance;  in  the  third  kind  the  remaining  eartilage  is  softened,  and  con- 
refted  into  a  fibrous  or  brush-like  substance. 

In  the  first  class  of  cases,  which  may  he  called  simple  sopeificial  iilcer*- 
tion,  a  portion  of  the  surface  of  the  cartilage  looks  a*  if  it  had  been  irr^n- 
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lulj  ebin>«d  or  chiseled  ouj  the  ■arface  tlun  axpeaed  ntaina  ki  naignt 
coloar,  iti  Gnuoeu,  tad  its  polub.  When  a  joint  thne  iflectcd  ii  ^aed, 
it  it  WMtcelf  imagioalile  that  m  Utile  tluuitd  be  left  by  ■nch  foniudable 

rptoma  at  (bote  by  which  the  dtteaie  wat  accompaniM  i  for  tometimee 
rednets  of  lbs  syooTial  iDflammation  by  whieh  tbii  farm  is  aceompaaied 
bis  paMed  away  aad  notbiag  it  found  but  the  Dnerea  eartilMfe.  The  looct 
GommoD  caute  ot,  or  at  least  eoiaeidence  with,  this  kind  of  ulceratioa,  ii 
■Bleote  01  loDg-contJoued  iDflammation  of  the  tyaovial  membraae,  tieh  as 
occurt  in  penetratiog  wouadt  of  the  joiau,  or  in  perforaiioo  from  aleera- 
tioD,  or  in  the  difiate  auppuraiioDs  met  with  in  phlebitis,  or  lueh  ti  are 
sometimes  produced  by  any  of  its  commoDcauset,  ascold^  &c.  The  effasioB 
of  pus  inio  ibe  joioi  it  ef  courie  the  retalt  of  the  s^noiitis,  aad  is  Renerally 
coincidenl  with  the  ulceration  of  cartilaze ;  but  neither  it  nor  ibe  cStisioD  of 
lymph  are  essential  to  ibit  affection.  Mott  commonly  there  is  also  coinei- 
deni  ulceration  of  the  cartilage  on  the  surface  next  (he  bone ;  but  in  tome 
cases  this  is  absent,  and  eapeciilly,  we  think,  ia  ibote  which  accompany  the 
general  and  apparently  metattatic  aoppurationt  in  phlebitit;  in  these  Ihe 
cartilage  alwaya  retaiaa  its  Srm  connection  to  the  hoaej  and  can  no  more  be 
torn  from  it  than  it  can  in  health.  Wheo  tbe  olceiation  in  tbia  form  hat 
ciieoded  down  to  the  bone,  it  expotei  a  healthy  surface,  or  one  only  in- 
creBsed  in  rasealarity;  and  at  any  period  one  may  determine  that  the  ulcera- 
tion commenced  on  ibe  STnorial  aspect,  by  obterring  that  tbe  exposed  por- 
lien  of  bone  it  smaller  tban  ike  area  of  the  tynovial  aspect  of  ike  nicer, 
so  that  tbe  boidera  of  the  ulcer  ahelre  downwards  and  inwards,  and  kiTe 
tbeir  ihin  edges  more  or  lest  adherent  lo  the  bone  that  is  exposed. 

In  the  second  kind  of  olceraiioQ  of  articular  cartilage,  which  may  be  called 
•imple  deep  ulceration,  the  cartilage  is  at  first  reraorea  only  on  the  turface 
aeit  the  bone;  it  is  undermined,  and  may  be  tern  up  from  the  osseona  tor- 
face,  or  it  erea  found  hanging  from,  it  in  pieces,  or  lying  loose  in  detached 
portioas  in  the  interior  of  the  joint  Its  ander  surface  is  rough  and  irregu- 
lar, at  if  coarsely  worm-eaten )  often  itt  whole  ihickneat  it  perforated,  and 
on  opening  the  joint  the  ctriilage  looks  riddled  with  lillle  vascular  mataei 
of  granulation  projecting  ihrougn  its  aperlnret  from  tbe  bone  beneath  it. 

The  exposed  turface  of  bone  it  highly  raaeuUr,  and  wherever  the  carti- 
lage it  separated,  it  covered  I7  prominent,  soft,  and  very  red  granulaliont, 
which  fit  into  the  cavities  on  the  under  surface  of  tbe  cartilage.  It  ia  pro- 
bably to  the  pressure  of  ihe  cartilage  on  these  graDolatioBt  that  the  ex<)niBile 
pain  which  accompanies  this  form  of  tbe  disease  may  be  ascribed.  The 
cartilage  itself  oaa  scarcely  be  the  source  of  pain  of  the  character  here  fell; 
bat  the  peculiar  acntenesi  bf  the  tuflering  produced  by  even  lightly  tODch- 
iag  the  griBulattoDi  from  hose  is  sufficiently  welt  known. 

In  some  cases  the  bone  is  evidently  tofieoed,  and  atrophied  or  ulcerating; 
but  in  others  it  retains  alt  lit  firmness,  and  except  for  an  increase  in  iie  vaa- 
ealariiy,  might  be  deemed  healthy.  The  latter  is  rarely  found  in  diseased 
hip-joints ;  but  more  commonly  in  the  most  acute  eases  in  which  ulceration 
of  the  cartilages  occors  in  coiocidcnce  with  intense  synovitis;  in  chronic 
aatas  the  ditette,  commencing  with  a  moderatelv  acute  inflammation  ef  the 
■ynovia)  menibTaBe,  goes  on  to  afieet  in  turn  all  tbe  tisanes  belonging  and 
adjacent  to  the  joint,  or  it  eommencea  in  the  canilage,  or  timultaneautiy  ia 
tbe  bone  and  cartilage.  The  ordinary  cases  of  chronic  diseased  knee-joint 
aTeexampleEofihefint  kind;  those  of  morbus  coxa,  the  scrofulous  diseases 
of  Ibe  hip-joint  of  young  subjecli,  are  instances  of  the  second. 

In  all  these  forms  of  diteate,  however,  and  whatever  be  their  origin,  their 
nliimate  effects,  if  Dnchecked.  are  disorder  and  faactiooal  deslruclwn  of 
every  littue.  The  effects  of  ihe  Gnt  ttagea  can  be  learnt  only  by  the  exa- 
mination of  extremely  acute  casea,  and  of  thote  io  which  accidental  death 
baa  prematurely  placed  them  at  our  dispotal,  or  by  the  careful  comparison 
of  a  great  number  of  advanced  eases.    From  both  tbe  result  is  that  the  «b- 
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■arption  ot  cirlila^  mif  be  the  initiatiTe ;  but  that  in  the  nmjoriljr  of  «a(«i 
it  it  sabaeqaenl  to  hiflamtnalioD  or  the  sfDOTial  membraDe. 

The  (bird  form  orulceralion  of  the  cariilages,  in  which  its  tistue  ia  con- 
verted into  a  Gbrooa  ot  brusb-like  substance,  is  bf  far  the  rareEt.  It  it  a 
ehrooic  disease,  and  appean  to  commence  on  the  sfDorial  surface,  for  ihe 
part  of  the  cartilage  aexl  to  theboaeaod  the  bone  itself  are  usually  healilif. 

We  bad  intended  to  consider  the  pathological  changea  observed  in  some 
other  forma  of  diteatet  of  the  joints,  and  to  point  out  the  general  dednciiona 
which  the  present  state  of  knowledge  permits  to  be  drawn  from  them  ;  but 
this  anicle  bu  already  ran  its  full  length,  and  we  mutt  for  the  present  leara 
the  SDhjecL 


HISCBLLANBOUS  NOTICE. 

Medical  School  of  Ae  New  York  Univertily.—The  public  prints  ha*e 
announced  the  re-foimation  of  the  medical  school  of  the  UniTersily  of  New 
York;  the  former  professor*  of  whieh — dissatisfied  with  the  acta  of  the 
council— resigned  their  situations  about  two  ; ears  ago,  and  before  CTen  Ibe; 
bad  entered  upon  their  dutiea  as  teachers.  The  list  of  the  present  faeully 
include*  the  names  of  Dr*.  Paine  and  Bedford,  of  the  former  facDlty,  and 
ha*  the  additional  names  of  Professors  Pattison,  Rerere,  Mott,  and  Draper. 
The  institalion  will  go  into  operation  in  October  next 

This  arrangement  will  deprive  ibe  Jeffeison  Medical  College  of  two  of  its 
able  and  zealoa*  teachers.  By  a  singular  coincidence,  (he  sudden  death  of 
Professor  Qreen  atid  the  appointment  of  bis  two  colleague*  to  the  new  ani- 
veriity  occurred  almost  simultaneously.  We  shall  part  wiib  our  friends  and 
eolleaguea  with  regret,  and  with  a  sincere  desire  (hat  their  exertions  may  be 
profitable  to  themselTes  and  to  the  profeasion  in  the  new  sphere  which  ihey 
have  selected.  Pot  ouTselres,  there  he*  erer  been  hot  one  rule  of  thought 
and  of  conduct,— founded  on  a  desire  to  see  every  honourable  association  of 
teachers— no  matter  where  situate— flourish  according  to  iheir  merit*;  and 
no  paltry  inducement  of  aelf-eggraodisement  has  ever  led,  or  could  lead,  u* 
to  interfere  by  word  or  deed  with  their  useful  labours.  A  spirit  of  emulation 
is  of  course  desirable;  but  it  should  be  an  emulation  aa  lo-whidi  institution 
can  best  promote  the  dignity  of  ibe  profession,  and,  through  it,  of  the  com- 
munity. To  effect  this,  it  is  never  necessary  to  disparage  the  efforts  of 
others ;  whilst  it  is  indispensable  to  be  hoaouiable  and  energetic  ourselves. 

Wiib  these  views,  as  bonestly  entertained  as  they  have  ever  been  openly 
expressed,  we  deiire  to  see  (he  new  university  of  New  York  proceed  on- 
wardi,  and  at  an  equal  pace  with  the  different  elevated  medical  institutions 
of  the  country.  The  loss  to  tbe  Jefferson  Medical  College  by  the  death 
of  Professor  Green,  and  by  (he  secession  of  Professors  Pattison  aud  Revere, 
ia  sincerely  deplored  by  iis;  but  we  should  not  express  our  honest  conviction 
did  we  say  it  was  irreparable.  We  are  fully  satisfied,  indeed,  that  tbe  board 
of  trustees  of  the  instiiutioii  will  look  with  a  single  eye  to  the  supplying  of 
Ihe  present  vacancies  in  a  manner  that  will  add  to  the  harmony,  B(abili(y, 
reputation,  dignity,  and  hononr  of  tbe  school ;  and  shontd  such  a  delermioa- 
lioQ  be  rigidly  carried  into  effect,  they  cannot  (ail  to  succeed. 
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NECROLOQY. 

Projtttor  ffrem.— In  oat  litt  tiamber  we  aDDonne«d  the  death  of  oat 
estimable  friead  and  colleogne  in  the  Jeffenoo  Medical  Bcbc>ol,  and  pro- 
mised a  brief  Dolice  of  his  useful  career.  Tbe  following,  which  appeared 
Id  the  Saturday  Courier  of  Pebiuary  ihe  6ih,  ftom  tha  pen  of  ■  fiiead  of  the 
deceased,  ii  so  appropriate  that  we  ptefei  to  cop;  it: 

"  The  soddea  death  of  Dr.  Greeo.  late  ProfeuoT  of  Cbemiitrr  id  the 
JeffersoD  Medical  School  of  this  ciiy ,  lias  cast  a  gloctn  over  that  iasiitutioD, 
and  ihroagboiiE  a  wide  circle  of  rrieodB  and  relaiiTes.  Dr.  Oreen  was  the 
■on  of  Dr.  Ashbel  Green,  the  eminent  and  aged  Presbyterian  ctergymin  of 
thi*  ciiy;  and  for  maoy  years  was  professor  of  chemistry  in  Princeton  Col- 
lege, New  Jersey.  ACier  removing  to  this  city.  Pro ressot  Qreen,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  Dr.  Greorge  M'Clellan  and  the  late  Dr.  John  Eberle,  founded  tbe 
Jefferson  Medical  College  of  this  city,  in  which  be  coDiinued  to  fill  the 
chemical  chair  until  his  death. 

"  The  reputation  of  Dr.  Green  as  a  lecturer  was  very  high,  both  with  his 
pupils' and  the  public;  acd  bin  works  oa  Electro-Magnetism,  Chemistry, 
AstroDomy,  and  Ttilobites,  placed  bimHroORgibe  most  scientific  men  of  the 
country.  His  cabinet  of  shells,  tniaerals,  and  coins,  was  large;  and  hi* 
constant  contributions  to  the  scientific  journals  of  the  day  erinced  him  a 
close  student,  and  a  sagacious  investigator  and  collector  on  all  subject*  to 
which  he  turned  his  attention.  Tbe  cause  of  science  and  literature  has  by 
his  death  sustained  a  severe  lo^s,  and  the  withdrawal  of  his  services  and 
bi^h  reputation  from  the  school  with  which  he  was  so  intimately  connected 
will  create  a  vacancy  not  easily  supplied. 

"We  learn  that  on  last  Sunday  night  Dr.  G.  sileoded  church  as  nsual, 
tnd  appeared  in  his  customary  henlth  on  retiring  to  resL  Early  in  tbe  neit 
mominif  he  complained  ofa  feeling  of  suffocation,  and  before  Drs.  Dunglison 
or  Hants,  who  were  bolb  sent  foi,  and  came  immediately,  could  teach  him, 
expired.  The  cause  of  his  sudden  demise  proved  to  be  an  eolargemeui  and 
ossification  of  the  heart. 

"  Hia  fuDeial  look  place  on  last  Thursday,  and  bis  remains  were  followed 
to  the  grave  by  a  large  Dumber  of  friends,  who  loved  him  when  living,  and 
mourn  him  when  dead." 

The  following  resolutions  are  expreasive  of  the  Gtelioga  of  the  board  of 
trttatees,  tbe  faoally,  and  the  students  at  this  sudden  dispeosaiFOD,  which 
has  deprived  the  institution  to  which  he  was  attached  of  a  zealous  aod 
efficient  preceptor: 

Jefferaon  Medical  CoUege,  February  4, 1641. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  Jefferson  Medical  College, 
held  this  day,  tbe  following  resolutions  were  unnnimously  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  this  board  are  deeply  sensible  of  the  loss  tbe  institntioa 
bas  sustained  in  the  death  of  Professor  Jacob  Green,  who,  during  bit  cod- 
neelioB  with  it,  commencing  with  its  origin,  executed  the  duties  of  his  chair 
with  eminent  ability  and  fidelity. 

Resolved,  Tbai  this  board  enlertains  for  bis  memory  the  deepest  respect, 
endeared  to  them  net  only  by  the  faithfulness  with  which  be  executed  his 
Miblic  dntieo,  but  by  bis  exemplary  deportment  in  the  relations  of  private 
life. 

Resolved,  That  this  board  sincerely  sympathise  with  the  bereaved  family 
of  Professor  Green  in  tbe  irreparable  loss  they  have  susisined,  and  that  a 
eommittee  consisting  of  Rev.  Dr.  Cuyler,  the  Hon.  Edward  King,  and  John 
R.  Jones,  be  appointed  to  convey  tbe  esprsssion  of  these  feelings  to  them. 

From  the  minutes.  John  R.  Voodes,  Sacrtiaiy. 
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FAruary  lit,  VBtl. 

A  apecUl  meetiD;  of  the  faenltr  Mig  eoavened  at  tka  college  tbu  daf, 
in  coDitqQeDce  of  th«  dealh  of  Dr.  Jaeob  Gtieen,  late  Profenor  of  Cheroiauy 
ia  thu  iaatitwtioB,  the  following  reoohilioDa  won  adoplad: 

Tb«  profeuon  bare  beard  with  {rief  aod  deep  regret  of  ihe  auddcm 
death  ot  iheir  belored  aad  reipected  eolleagae. 

Resolred,  That  the  lectures  be  snspended  until  the  day  after  the  fune- 
ral ;  that  the  profeisor*  will  atieod  the  obeeqniea,  and  tbal  tkef  will  wear 
the  euttomarr  badge  of  moarning  for  the  remaiider  of  the  HMton  at  ■  tetti- 
noDial  of  their  friendthip  aod  respect  for  the  ■Demorr'  of  the  deceased. 
t-  Retoired,  That  a  copy  of  these  Kaolntions  be  eoclosed  to  tba  Cusilf 
of  the  deceased,  as  an  ezpresstoa  of  the  sympatbjr  and  condoteace  of  tht 
membeia  of  the  beolly.  Joan  Rbtbbe,  H.  D.,  Dean  of  the  Factiltf . 

rtbnary  1, 1841. 

The  melaocholf  uews  of  the  sadden  death  of  Professor  Qreen  baring  been 
aDBOunced  this  momiag,  a  meetiog  of  the  class  was  immediately  coDrened. 
The  meeting  was  organised  by  calliiig  J.  P.  Woods,  «(  Virginia,  to  the 
cbsir.  and  appolniiagJ.  Stuart  Leech,  of  Peansylrania,  secretary.  The  chair- 
man  naring  briefly  staled  the  sad  and  aaezpecled  calamity  which  bad  be- 
fallen ihem  and  the  iasticution  at  which  tbey  are  in  aiteodaace,  it  was  on 
motion 

Resolred,  That  a  eommiilee  of  twelre  be  anwinted  to  drafi  tesolotions 
expressire  of  the  feelings  of  the  class,  occasioned  by  th^  sudden  bereave- 
ment of  their  mnch  esteemed  and  endeared  professor,  Dr.  Green. 

WhereupoD  the  foUowiog  aeDtlenieQ  were  appoluted  ssid  commitlae:— 
Messrs.  J.  A.  Chilton,  of  Va.,  Wm.  H.  Scott,  Pa.,  C.  A.  Harding,  Md-  S. 
D.  Mnllowny,  U.  D.,  Mo.,  Irby  Dunklin,  S.  C,  Z.  T.  Cbunn,  M.D.,  Va^ 
Jebn  PattisOQ,  Pa.,  J.  F.  Gsylord,  N.  C,  A.  Hepburn,  Fa.,  R.  W.  Chriuy, 
Fa.,  Wellington  Bird,  Pa.,  G.  T.  Mation,  Taj  aod  on  motion  the  cbaimiaa 
and  secretary  were  added  to  the  aumber.  The  committe  leported  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions,  which  were  adopted; 

Resolred,  That  the  death  of  our  esteemed  teacher  has  been  beard  with 
the  deepest  regret  and  sorrow,  and  that  we  lament  most  sincerely  the  lou 
thus  occasioned  to  his  family,  to  society,  and  to  science. 

Resolred,  That  bis  kind  and  gentlemanly  mannen,  which  secured  to  hint 
the  warmest  affection  of  his  class ;  bis  generous  frieadship,  which  attached 
his  nomerous  studevts  to  him  with  a  feeling  skin  lo  filial  lore:  and  bis 
•eientiie  attainments,  which  hare  erer  comtnanded  for  bim  a  high  place  ia 
publtc  estimation,  are  stamped  upon  our  memories  with  too  deep  an  iot- 
preasion  erer  to  be  effaced,  so  long  as  rirtue  is  honoured,  friendabip  cherisb- 
ed,  and  knowledge  admired. 

Resolred,  That  we  duty  appreciate  tba  loss  sustained  by  the  college  in 
his  death,  and  lament  the  racaney  ia  the  faculty  thereby  oeeuicmed. 

Resolred,  That  our  deepest  condolence  is  tendered  to  the  sorrowing 
family  of  the  deceased,  with  an  assurance  ibal  althouah  no  tie  of  relation- 
ship existed,  oar  hearts  respond  to  their  anguish  in  meuneholy  eubmiasion 
to  the.will  of  Him  who  rules  in  wisdom  and  in  mercy. 

Resolred,  That  the  dean  of  the  faculty  be  requeued  to  transmit  a  eopy 
of  these  resolutions  to  the  family. 

Resolred,  That  as  a  lestimon^  of  respect  aod  sorrow,  the  clasa  wear  crape 
OB  the  led  arm  duiing  the  remainder  of  the  present  session. 

Resolred,  That  we  will  meet  at  the  collie  on  Thursday,  at  2j  o'clock, 
r.  H.,  and  proceed  thence  in  piocession  to  attend  the  funeral  obsequies  of  oat 
lamented  friend  and  professor, 

Resolred,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be  published. 

J.  F.  Woods,  Cbairaian. 

J.  finatt  Leecb,  Secretary. 
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BT  JOBN  B.  XOaBER,  M.  D.,  OF  PfllLADELPBU. 

Jaof  13lb,  1640.    Wai  called  lo  see  a  child  aged  tnenty  month*,  ton  of 

Mr.  L ,  a  respectable  mechanic  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  labouring 

onderan  ariack  of  coDTuUions.  The  child  bad  been  uowelt  a  few  dayi 
before,  bai  no  medical  aid  was  called  for.  The  convulsions  bad  com- 
neDced  half  an  hour  previous  lo  my  arrival.  I  immediately  had  recourse  to 
(he  warm  balh,  which  soon  allayed  the  spasms.  Supposing  the  convulsions 
to  have  orizinated  fiom  irritation  of  the  bowels,  I  ordered  a  warm  poullica 
ofbread  ana  millc  over  the  stomach  and  howels,  and  prescrihed  a  few  grains 
of  hydrarg.  submur.  joined  with  pulv.  ipecac,  and  cret.  ppt.  to  he  followed  in 
a  few  hours  after  with  castor  oil.  Plenty  of  mucilage  of  gum  Arabic  was 
also  ordered.  In  the  course  of  a  few  boars  the  medicine  operated,  and  tbe 
child  was  much  relieved. 

3  o'clock,  p.  H.  Found  the  pulse  rising,  with  some  degree  of  leaaioD, 
eyes  turned  up,  wilh  an  increase  of  heal  on  ihe  surface.  Ordered  bleeding 
at  the  arm,  which  was  not  aliended  to  on  account  of  a  supposed  change  fot 
Ihe  belter. 

14(b,  A.  u.  Was  called  in  a  great  fiurry,  found  tbe  child  in  convulsions. 
I  immediately  bled  it  at  (he  arm  (o  the  extent  of  four  or  five  ounces,  and  put 
the  patient  into  the  warm  bath;  tbe  convulsions  soon  ceased,  and  tbe  child 
was  agsin  relieved.  This  proved,  however,  but  temporary  relief,  for  in  the 
course  of  en  hour  the  pulse  rose  to  one  hundred,  wilh  considerable  hardness. 
The  pupils  of  the  eyes  were  contracted,  and  a  great  determination  of  blood 
10  the  head  seemed  to  be  tbe  result  of  the  last  convulsion;  insensibility  and 
stertorous  breathing  soon  followed,  p.  m.  same  day,  ordered  leeches  to  tb« 
lemples  and  ice  water  to  the  head.     Gum  water  continued. 

15th.  9  o'clock,  A.  H.  No  convulsions,  but  delirium  and  symptoms  of  en- 
cephalic infiammaiion  ;  pulse  quick,  with  slight  tension ;  difficulty  of  draw- 
ing blood  from  the  arm;  had  leeches  applied  to  the  temples,  behind  the  ears, 
and  neck ;  about  three  ounces  of  blood  taken ;  cold  application  to  the  beaa 
continued.     Tongue  furred  and  red  lound  the  edges. 

15ih,  p.  M.  Fever  somewhat  abated;  bowels  freely  open;  spt.  Mindereri 
administered  at  repeated  intervals.  Gum  water  continued,  of  which  tbe  pa- 
tient drank  freely. 

8  o'clock,  P.  u.  Heat  and  arterial  excitement  increased ;  ordered  more 
blood  lo  be  drawn  by  leeches;  objected  to  by  ibe  family. 

16tb,  A.  M.,  8  o'clock.  Fortunately  for  my  little  patient,  one  of  tbe  leccb- 
bitea  wu  discovered  bleeding  tbb  moroiDg,  wbicb  miut  hare  bled  all  night, 
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B\  nearljr  four  ouacei  of  blood  were  found  between  the  folds  of  ibe  bed- 
clotbet.  PalieDt  much  better,  look*  around  lively,  and  calls  for  food;  bcweli, 
however,  too  opeo ;  ordered  small  doiet  of  ciet.  pp(.  and  cintismoD  water  it 
repeated  interTals.    Cold  applications  to  the  head  discODtiDued. 

16th,  p.  u.  Ad  eruption  now  begins  10  show  ititif  all  orer  the  body 
resembling  metule*. 

ITlb,  A.  H.  The  eruption  assuming  the  form  of  veticlet;  ferer  muck 
abated ;  pulie  soft,  bui  rather  frequent ;  head  relieved ;  tongue  clean. 

IStb,  A.  H.    Pustnles  forming;  head  and  face  somewhat  Hwollen. 

19th,  A.  u.  Swelling  of  the  face  and  head  increasing,  and  fever  consider- 
able; patient  sensible;  no  pfetemalural  determination  of  blood  to  the  head. 

19lh,  p.  H.  Confluent  variety  of  small-pox ;  eruption  very  great,  extend- 
ing all  over  the  body ;  restlessness  very  great ;  much  anxiety  evinced,  and 
throwing  about  of  the  limbs. 

SOih,  A.  H.  One  extensive  mss*  of  entptum;  eyes  closed  from  swellisg; 
symptoms  of  opiMthotonot. 

20tb,  P.M.  OpislbotoDos  more  marked;  patient  swallows  fluids;  greit 
restlessDCHi  throws  its  arms  and  legs  about  incessantly ;  starts  occasioa- 
ally. 

21st,  A.  M.  Head  drawn  back  between  the  shoulders,  the  muscles  of  ihe 
neck  and  back  extremely  rigid  ;  bowels  opened  with  castor  oil. 

33d,  A.  M.  Spasms  of  the  muscles  of  the  neck,  back,  and  of  the  lower 
extremities.  One  leg  drawn  back  in  the  direction  of  the  spine,  and  raised 
from  the  other.  Patient  lies  on  bis  side  altogether.  Head  and  hips  thrown 
backwards,  foiming  a  curvatore  of  the  back,  and  describing  an  arcb.  Ab- 
domen tympanitic,  and  abdominal  muscliis  extended. 

23d,  A.  u.  The  pulse  frequent,  and  almost  imperceptible;  eruption  exten- 
sive ;  hesd  and  feet  drawn  back ;  spasms  of  the  muscles  of  the  back  and 
neck.  The  child  rests  now  almost  on  the  back  part  of  the  head  and  on  the 
left  side  of  the  pelvis;  face  and  chin  thrown  backwards  from  the  breast; 
jaws  rigid,  but  the  patient  still  capable  of  swallowing  fluids ;  plenty  of  slip- 

Gry  elm  tea  administered;  grinding  of  the  teeth;  tbiist  great;  extreme  resl- 
isnesa.  It  is  with  difficulty  that  the  patient  can  be  kept  froin  seizing  hold 
of  his  leaned  bed-clothes.  This  grasping  of  the  legs  appears  to  be  the 
effect  of  involuntary  action.     Tongue  swelled  and  full  of  pustules. 

24tb,  A.  SL  Hot  fomentation  to  the  spine,  and  mucilaginous  drinks  conii- 
Dued.  Great  action  of  the  carotid  arteries;  bowels  irritable;  frequent  dis- 
charges of  mucus,  dark  in  colour. 

P.  S.  Spasms  of  (he  luuscles  of  the  back  and  neck ;  swelling  of  the  face 
decreasing. 

8  o'clock,  P.  M.  Muscles  of  the  neck  and  back  rigid,  but  no  spasms; 
snores;  eyes  still  closed. 

35th,  A.  H.  All  the  symptoms  belter,  one  eyelid  elevated  so  that  part  of  the 
eye  can  be  perceived  ;  less  determination  of  blood  to  the  head ;  pulse  less 
frequent;  no  spasms  of  the  muscles  of  the  neck  and  back,  but  some  rigidiir; 
the  bead  thrown  more  forward  in  the  natural  position ;  still  grinding  of  the 
teeth;  mucilagiuoas  drinks  continued;  bowels  open,  and  a  watery  green 
fluid  with  mucus  discharged. 

25ih,  F.  H.  Return  of  spasms  of  the  muscles  of  the  neck  and  back,  pro- 
ducing great  aziution  of  the  whole  body.  Head  thrown  back,  hips  elevated 
aad  inclining  backwards,  producing  a  curvature  of  the  spine  backwards  as 
before.  Heavy  breathing  and  apparent  insensibility ;  frequent  watery  dis- 
cbarges; prescribed  the  following: 

».    Hydrarg.  submor.  gr.  iij. 
Pnlv.  ipecac,  gr.  ij. 
Crei.  ppt.  gr.  vj. 
Pulv.  Doveri,  gr.  tj. 
M.  ft.  pulv.  No.  iij. 

One  aveiy  three  hours. 
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26tb,  1.  H.  Paii«ni  better ;  hopes  or  ncortry  eDtertained  by  tbe  familir ; 
tigidity  of  tbe  maicles  of  (he  neck  and  back  (ofiened  aod  relaxed ;  eyes 
open;  patienl  takes  noiice  of  (urroandiag  objeeii;  extremities  rather  cold, 
poise  extremely  weak ;  no  spisms  during  tbe  nieiit  i  diarthcsa  stopped ; 
ordered  t>eef  lea  and  mucilagioous  drinks,  priDcipally  elm  tea;  warm  emol- 
lient pooltice  applied  lo  the  slomacb,  acd  warm  clotbs  to  ihe  bands  and  feel. 

26iti,  p.  H.  Patient  more  feeble;  poise  small;  eye*  turned  up  wben 
■sleep. 

27tli,  A.  M.  Return  of  spasms;  head  aod  trunk  thrown  back;  throat  con- 
tracted, and  a  difficnliy  of  nreathing  and  swallowing  fluids ;  a  choking  sen- 

...1.-  _i. J  .  ■-^g^le  swelled  i  bowels  discbarging  ■  watery  flaid ;  a 

during  tbe  night;  prescribed  (be  followiog: 
».    Cret.  ppt.  gr.  sr. 
Pul».  Doferi,  gr.  riij. 
Hydrarg.  submur.  gr.  j. 
Sacch.  aibi,  err.  z. 
H.  ft  palf .  ir.    One  every  three  boDtn. 
Injection  of  flaxseed  tea  with  twenty  drops  of  latidanum. 
27tb,  p.  M.    Spasms  ceased  in  half  an  hour  atler  I  left  tuy  patient  this 
morning ;  bowels  not  been  opened  since  10  o'clock,  a.  u.  ;  pulse  feeble,  feet 
cold,  eyes  turned  up;  steitoious  bteaihinff;  some  of  tbe  scabs  fallisg  off. 

28tb,  A.  M.  At  three  o'clock  this  morniDg  death  closed  this  most  painful 
and  distressing  scene.    No  spasms  during  ine  night. 


For  ibi  AbvHcwi  HwUul  lawllitiseai. 

Aar.  n.-ON  THE  USE  OF  THE  CHLORIDE  OF  SILVER. 

BY  1.  C.  PBRRT,  H.  D. 
Ona  cT  Uw  BnUwl  Ptarddaiw  of  tk*  FUlsdtlpUs  HotpiMI. 

FbllKUpU*  Bot^lsl.  JnnuT  STIh.  1811. 

Dear  Sir,--I  would  call  jour  atteation  (o  a  preparation  of  silver  (tbe 
chloride)  hitherto  almost  entirely  uoQoticed  by  phTsicians,  but  which  I  hsTe 
used  for  the  past  eighleeo  monibs  wiih  sucb  result!  as  lead  me  to  belicTe 
it  possessed  of  properties  deseniDC  of  further  inTestigalioQ. 

It  mast  be  universally  acknowledged,  that  the  nit:ale  of  silver  administered 
by  tbe  mouth  can  never  act  as  Ditraie  of  silver  on  tbe  systei 


of  oar  food,  or  ihe  hydrochloric  acid  of  the  ^stric  juice. 

Tbe  chloride  mast  then,  a  priori,  be  considered  as  efficacious  equally  with 
the  nitrate,  while  it  will  be  fbuad  less  uDcertain  in  its  effects,  more  conve- 
nient for  exhibition,  less  liable  lo  decomposition,  and  free  from  its  nauseous 
taste.  It  may  be  given,  too,  in  any  dose  thought  necessary  to  piodnce  the 
alterative  and  tooic  action  of  silver  without  danger. 

In  less  doses  than  thirty  giaios  do  initating  or  manifest  effects  result. 
Thirty  frraios  given  at  once  will  generally  produce  emeais.  Tbe  best  fonn 
of  exnibtiion  is  in  pill.    To  children  it  can  be  given  as  a  powder  saspended 

Twelve  grains  adminisiMed  daily  for  three  months  bare  produced  no  un- 
pleasant symptoms,  and  none  of  my  namerous  and  long-continued  conraes 
of  tbe  remedy  have  been  followed  by  discoloration  of  the  skin. 

In  epilepsy,  three  grains,  given  four  or  five  times  daily,  produced  efleett 
similar  to  those  of  nitrate  of  ailver,  but  more  marked. 
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In  chrooic  dysenterjr,  half  a  grain  to  three  grains  ibrice  daily  prodaeet  im- 
mediate diminutiuD  in  ibe  oumW  of  stools,  aod  loratioa,  with  ameliontion 
ID  the  character  of  the  stools  and  other  ByLiiptoms. 

I  hare  not  veuitired  louse  it  fieely  in  acute  dysentery,  but  in  the  fencaKt 
JD  which  ii  has  been  adtniaistered,  ita  effects  seemed  egually  beneficial. 

Id  cbrooic  and  colliquaiive  diarrbcBa,  benefit  was  derived  from  its  use  in 
the  same  doses,  biit  not  so  markedly,  uairormly,  or  pertnanenily. 

The  catamenia  suspended  for  years  haTe,  without  any  adjuvant  treatment, 
returned  after  its  free  exhibition  for  two  or  thiee  weeks. 

One  case  of  secondary  syphilis  (the  only  one  in  which  it  has  been  tried,) 
improved  rapidly  under  it. 

Such  are  (he  results  of  my  eiperience,  and  if  you  think  them  deserviiie 
of  your  attention,  1  will  prepare  the  notes  of  the  cases  for  your  inspection. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

J.  C.  PlBBT. 

Profeitor  R.  Dungliton. 


Abt.  111.— notes  on  the  dissection  of  an  ALLIOATOB. 

BY  C.  0.  rORBQET,  ESd.,   OP  NATCHEZ,  HISaLSBIPPI. 

Dear  Sir, — Agreeably  to  my  promise,  I  copy  for  your  use  a  few  notes  1 
made  in  the  partial  dissection  of  an  alligator,  on  the  20ih  April  last,  with 
the  aid  of  my  respected  friend,  Dr.  Samuel  A.  Cartwright.  I  was  led  to 
the  examination  fiom  the  circutnsiance  of  haviug  ooticed  a  trau:j version  of 
the  heart  and  lungs,  spleeti  and  liver  of  a  very  large  alligator  we  had  taken, 
and  laid  open  for  the  purpose  of  getting  the  temperature  of  bis  blood  at  'he 
fountain.  The  notes,  as  you  will  perceive,  relate  lo  only  a  few  points,  it 
being  inconvenient  at  the  lime  lo  complete  the  dissection. 

Glossus  muscles  and  tongue  attached  beneath  the  larynx.  Larynx  tbree 
Id  four  diameter*  of  the  trachea.  Cartilage  covering  the  larynx  beneath  n'n- 
gU,  and  ahaped  much  like  the  back  of  a  turtle.  The  capacity  of  (his  larynx 
will  sufficiently  explain  their  bellowing,  which  1  have  beard  nearly  two  miles. 
Os  byoides  attached  on  each  side  at  an  angle  of  45°  with  line  of  trachea,  de- 
part on  each  side  a  semi-diameter  of  laiyni.  and  having  then  an  elbow 
oi  lateral  articulation^  direction  thence  parallel  with  trachea.  The  steinuni 
a  hard  cartilage,  witb  a  lateral  articulation  in  the  centre,  which  explaiai 
their  movement  in  seizing  their  prey.'  Relative  position  of  the  trachea  and 
(Esopbagus  as  in  the  human  body.  Very  powerful  pectoral  and  brachial 
muscles.  Scapula  with  a  lib  attached  almost  at  sieraum.  Tendon  extend- 
ing from  centre  of  scapula  to  the  clavicle,  which  is  united  lo  the  scapula 
as  a  single  bone,  without  a  joint  or  articulation.  A  powerful  muscle  is 
attached  to  the  upper  part  of  bones  of  pelvis,  and  extending  to  the  viscera, 
lo  aid  in  expanding  for  the  large  supplies  of  air  required  in  swimming 
rapidly.  Heart  in  centre  under  trachea.  Single  ventricle  and  auricle.  Bi- 
furcation of  trachea  one  third  of  distance  between  fore  and  hind  feet. 

■  Tb«  babit  hare  aJloded  Is  is  their  sadden  lateral  n'otion  of  ths  bead,  necfc.  /i^ 
■hooldera  lu  meet  the  prey,  which  !■  at  Ihe  ume  tnament  itrack  with  tlmoal  >"*- 
■iitible  force  by  ths  tiit.  Th«  lielini,  irhelhor  ■  calf,  hoi,  ^°t-  •>'  ^'^'^  '"  '*"'*  ''''* 
■bled  by  the  slunaing  blow,  which  drives  him  Into  the  "dead-rail"  mouth  of  hit  ctpter- 
This  power  of  courie  ii  only  iviilabte  qd  laad,  and  iminediitel;  the  illigBtar  plonfe* 
into  the  water  to  itruigla  tbe  prey,  which  might  olboririie  revive  from  the  bhxr  a"^ 
pn>ve  troaUewme. 

r,o,i,,-,-,it,.GoO(^lc 


Morbus  Brightii.  325 

Tod  will  permit  roe,  rojr  desr  sir,  lo  add  another  aole,  which  I  Sod  in  mf 
memoraoda  made  about  the  lame  date.  It  ma;  possess  some  interest  to 
yoa,  or  it  may  have  lung  since  come  under  your  notice,  or,  finally,  it  may  be 
of  no  imporiance  in  any  respect.  Still  every  truth  in  science,  I  hold,  pos- 
sesses sufficicDi  dignity  in  ilsilf  not  to  appear  ridiculous,  whether  it  have 
an^  apparent  practical  utility  or  Dot.  So  much  by  way  of  preamble  to  a  note 
which  is  itself  not  longer. 

May  34,  1840.  Took  a  syphon  tobe  one  fourth  inch  calibre,  immersed 
the  elbow  in  cold  water,  and  passed  a  eunent  of  my  breath  through  it,  at  a 
dew  point  of  about  94,  until  I  condensed  some  six  inches  of  water  in  the 
lube;  then,  with  a  very  elegant  and  delicate  pair  of  scales,  weighed  the 
contents.  I  then  weighed  precisely  the  same  length  of  column  of  rain-water 
ftoiB  the  cistern,  at  the  same  temperature;  and  deduced  the  specific  gravity 
of  the  water  condensed  from  the  breath,  aad  found  it  0.967125. 

The  eiperiment  was  not  repeated,  but  was  made  in  this  instanee  with  so, 
m DC h  care  and  precision  as  to  give  me  no  little  confidence  in  the  result. 
Richard  H.  Lawrence,  Esq.,  aided  me  in  it. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration, 
Your  obedient  aervant, 

c.  a.  r 

Prof.  R.  Dungliton,  M.  D.,  Secretary  to  the  Afatr.  Phil.  Soe. 


Art.  IV.— morbus  BRIGHTII.' 


Dr.  Bright,  it  appears,  look  distinct  cognisance  of  the  chronic  and  advanced 
anatomical  condiiions  of  the  disease  alone;  and  it  followa  likewise,  from 
distinct  avowal  in  his  pages,  that  be  was  dubious  as  to  the  precise  nature 
of  the  connection  of  the  lesions  he  described.  It  is  true,  this  observer  has 
figured  a  distinct  example  of  hypeismic  enlargement  of  the  kidney,  attend- 
ed duiing  life  with  anasarca  and  a  coagulahle  state  of  the  urine;  but  so  little 
comparative  impotiance  did  he  attach  to  this  morbid  change,  that  in  the 
general  description  of  the  disease,  in  his  origioal  essay,  it  is  not  made  tbe- 
tubject  of  reference,  while  In  his  secood  production,  though  the  complaint 
is  spoken  of  as  commencing  with  acute  symptoms,  no  cases  are  related  fhim 
which  the  writer's  opinion  respecting  the  anatomical  stale  of  the  organs, 
where  such  symptoms  exist,  may  be  gathered  with  precision.  The  attempt 
eifaibited  in  the  next  column  to  trace  a  regular  catenation  of  morbid  changes 
from  the  mere  derangement  of  local  circulation  to  ibe  most  advanced  dis- 
organisation must,  if  well  founded,  confer  high  distinction  on  M.  Rnyer. 
Now,  that  the  first  stage  of  disease  exists,  as  described  by  this  pathologist, 
seems  established — the  statements  of  others  corroborate  his  account.  And 
it  is  equally  certain  that  we  hare  heie  the  anatomical  evidences  of  intense 
congestion,  if  not  of  actual  inflammalion.  The  enlargement  of  the  organ 
is  the  simple  result  of  the  stagnation  of  blood,  and  it  would  be  not  more 
erroneous  to  call  an  erect  penis  hypertrophous  than,  with  M.  Solon,  Ihos  to 
desigaaie  the  congested  kidney.*  M.  Solon,  it  is  true,  talks  about  the  blood 
being  already  combined  with  the  renal  tissue  in  this  stage  of  the  disease, 
but  the  alledged  fact  that  the  Quid  cannot  be  removed  by  washing  is  no 

<  Brll.  and  For.  Med.  Kev.,  Oct.  1840,  p.  304. 

'  Thii  U  *  (ingular  nation  on  the  part  of  i.  writer  of  M.  Solan's  eiperienes.  Dr. 
Chruliun,  however,  has  no  excuse  for  joining,  in  his  alluaion  to  it,  in  ■  hsbil  rspre- 
hcnuibly  commDD  both  tmoa*  annelvei,  and  among  foreigner!  in  their  refeiencM  to 
ED|[li*h  litarttare,  niaicly,  in  iicribing  to  s  people  at  large  the  opinions  of  indivi- 
daaU;  he  fa  then  the  prssent  mlBlske  upon  ths  sntire  commanity  of  "French  patha- 
logical  writers." 
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proof  of  this, — more  especiallT'  u  it  msy  be  easily  expressed.  The  chinC' 
teristic  feature  of  the  next  phasii,  the  mottled  appearance  produced  fay  red- 
dish  msculK  on  a  yellowisb  grouod,  seen  both  on  (he  esteroal  surface  and 
in  the  iutprior  of  the  kidney,  is  attributed  by  M.  Rayer  to  the  partial  dis- 
appearance of  ttie  previous  state  of  hyperemia,  and  Its  replacement  by  snz- 
mia.  M.  Solon  coneeiTes,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  yellow  tint  lesulta  from 
more  complete  combiuatioD  of  the  principles  of  the  blood  with  the  reaal 
tissae,  and  not  from  a  bloodless  condition  of  the  part ;  an  opinion  againil 
which  the  objection  already  made,  and  obTiouily  applicable  daring  the  Gni 
stage,  now  ceaiea  to  bear.  In  the  third,  tb«  byperKmia  diaappeart  mot* 
completely,  the  mottled  aspect  is  loal,  and  a  gnilorm  slisfatly  yellowish  tint 
prefails;  anemia  is  now,  according  to  M.  Rayer,  genersf  But,  as  M.  Solon 
welt  obterres,  the  term  annmia,  which  may  be  very  correctly  employed  in 
speaking  of  ibe  stale  of  the  kidneys  in  subjects  dying  of  hemonhsge,  is  not 
applicable,  in  point  of  accurate  description,  to  the  discoloration  now  tefetred 
to.  And  M.  Rayer  himself  elsewhere  lends  force  to  this  obserration;  for 
be  points  out  (p.  324)  its  yellow  tint  as  actually  distinguishing  this  condi- 
tion of  the  renal  tissue  from  the  aniemic  kidneys  of  certain  tuberculous  snb- 
{'  lets.  In  the  fourth  phasis  the  prefious  slate  of  discoloTRiioD  still  prcTsils, 
ut  the  deposition  of  "BHshi's  granulations"  marks  it  distinctly;  the  fifth 
seems  to  be  a  mere  modification  of  this  stage.  In  the  sixth,  the  granalationi 
miy  disappear,  end  differing  in  this  from  all  its  predecessors,  this 


stage  is  frequently  marked  by  a  tendency  to  conzestiot , 
phy  on  the  part  of  the  kidney.  M.  Solon,  ii  will  be  seen,  carries  us  a  step 
farther,  and  attempts  to  range  all  renal,  analogous,  and  heterologous  pro- 
ducts as  an  ordinary  and  necessary  sequence  of  Bright's  disease, — a  proceed- 
ing so  utterly  irreconcilable  with  what  is  known  respecting  those  products, 
and  with  the  general  laws  of  pathology,  that  we  can  only  msrrel  at  iu 
adoption. 

The  anatomical  characters  of  the  affection  claims  our  first  attention,  and 
n  order  to  exhibit  in  a  distinct  manner  the  similitudes  and  differences  ib  tb« 
descriptions  of  tfae  four  obserreis  who  bsTe  made  them  a  subject  of  special 
study,  we  shall  display  these  in  a  condensed  form  in  joxta-posilion. 

BBIGHT.    (1827.) 
Chronic- 

Its  Form.  The  kidney  loses  its  firmsess,  acquires  a  yellow  or  mottled 
appearance  externally;  the  same  yellow  colour,  slightly  tinged  with  gray, 
perrades  the  cortical  substance;  the  tubular  is  of  lighter  colour  than  nsiursl; 
the  size  of  the  kidney  not  mslerially  altered ;  there  is  no  morbid  deposit. 

Sd  Form.  The  whole  cortical  part  is  couTerted  into  a  granulated  texture, 
with  copious  morbid  intersiiiial  de^it  of  an  opsqae  white  subslaDce:  the 
kidney  is  geuerslly  enlarged,  sometimes  very  nuch  so.    (The  granulalioDS 

e  rendered  more  apparent  ny  maceration.) 


3d  Form.  The  kidney  is  quite  rough  and  scabrous  lo  the  touch  externally; 
and  is  seen  to  rise  in  numerous  projections  of  about  the  size  of  a  large  pii>  s 
head,  of  yellow  red  and  purplish  colour.    The  form  often  inclined  w  y 


lobulaled,  the  feel  hard,  tne  texture  of  semi-cartiUginoas  firmness:  lubulsr 
portions  aj^ar  drawn  near  lo  the  surface  of  the  kidney. 

RAVER.    (1837.) 

1st  Form.  Kidneys  enlarged,  their  weight  may  reach  tSoz.;  firm,  but  not 
hard;  surface  of  a  morbid  red  colour,  and  studded  with  small  deep  red  point). 
Internally,  the  increased  size  is  found  lo  depend  on  the  cortical  snbstsace, 
which  presents  a  great  number  of  similar  points,  appareotlv  the  Malpigbim 
Elands  injected.    Tubular  cones  of  duller  red  cofoat,  ana  their  ttriK  le** 


t  than  nstoral ;  pelris  and  calices  injected. 
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Sd  Form.  Th«  enlaraeroeBt  penisU,  with  slight  diminutioa  of  eoD>itt- 
ence;  tendency  to  lobulatioa  is  aSiea  obierved ;  mottled  appearaace  froDi 
red  tpols  oa  a  yellowish  white  ground  (mixture  of  hypenemia  and  aniemia.) 
Ob  ditriaioQ,  the  cortical  subatance  appeara  awollen,  and  of  pale  yellowiih 
tinge,  ipeckled  wilh  red ;  the  tubular  of  a  rather  bright  btowDlsh  red. 
Utvally  Chronic,  rartty  Acute. 

3d  Form.  Size  and  weight  increased  aa  before;  no  mottling;  cortical  anb- 
itanee  externally  and  on  section  appears  of  a  pinkish  white  and  slightly 
yellowiih  hue,  or  paler,  and  like  that  of  eel's  flesh.  Small  vascular  arbo- 
risations ;  and  aometiaies  large  white  granulations  retailing  from  deposition 
of  plastic  lymph. 

4th  Form.  Size  and  weight  as  before ;  external  surface  smooth,  of  pale 
yellow  coIoBT,  speckled  or  covered  with  milky  white  spots  as  large  as  the 
bead  of  a  rerv  smell  pin;  these  are  found  also  in  the  interior  of  the  cortical 
aobslance  (which  is  of  the  same  pale  colour  as  in  the  two  preTiou*  forms), 
and  aggregated  into  flonculent  streaks. 

CTu-onic. 

5th  Form.  Rarer  than  the  preceding;  kidneys  as  before  io  point  of  sizu 
and  weight;  lobules  unnaturally  distinct;  the  external  surface  appears  as 
if  a  vast  number  of  "grains  de  eemoDle"  were  deposited  undar  the  cellular 
capsule  of  the  organ, 

6th  Form.  Tbekidney  is  sometimes  lawer  hot  often  smaller  than  in  heal tb; 
is  hard  and  presents  inei^ualitiea  or  mamilln  on  the  surface,  few  or  no  milky 
spots  (Bri^hi's  granala(iooi),  but  commonly  some  of  these  in  the  inierior 
of  the  cortical  substance.  Capstilar  membrane  almost  always  thickened  and 
very  adherent. 

MARTIN.80U)N.    (I83H.) 

1st  Degree  or  variety.  Kidney  red,  hypertrophous,  enlarged  and  heavy ,— 
Hpecially  cortical  substance;  the  tubular  is  also  of  deep  red  colour,  hot  not 
hypertrophous ;  the  blood  combined  with  these  tissues  cannot  be  removed  br 
washing ;  the  renal  substance  is  friable  and  marked  with  red  or  blackisn 
stellate  points, — probably  ecchymoses. 

2d.  Tissue  ntill  bvpertiophous,  presents  a  yellowish  striated  or  mottled 
appearance ;  the  sulci  marking  the  divisions  at  the  kidney  in  infancy  are 
sometimes  manifest;  the  tubular  substance  is  slightly  hyperiemic. 

3d.  Kidney  almost  always  hypertrophous,  a  slate  still  depending  on  corti- 
cal substance ;  the  exreinal  surface  generally  smooth,  sometimes  presents  in- 
equalities. Surface  of  a  pale  yellow  hue,  something  like  that  of  the  pancreas, 
as  likewise  is  the  substance  of  the  kidney  internally;  the  cortical  substance 
appears  to  peneltaie  between  the  radii  of  the  tubular;  and  these  latter  have 
in  some  measure  disappeared  or  tend  to  become  of  a  pallid  colour.  Tbe  ttsaae 
is  soft,  but  to  a  ceiiaio  degree  friable,  though  it  resists  Isceration  somewhat. 

4th.  The  kidney  presents  the  yellow  appearance  just  described;  and  be- 
sides while  puliaceous  creamy  panicles,  apparenilv  produced  b^  interstitial 
exhalation  on  the  surface  and  in  the  substance  of  the  organ  (Bright's  gnou- 
lalions.) 

5th.  Kidney,  in  addition  to  tba  anatomical  characters  of  Brigbl's  disease, 
contains  some  foim  of  sdveciitioas  product  (cysts,  tubercles,  carcinoma,  &c.) 

CHRISTISON.     (1839.) 

1.  bieipient  Hage.  A  minor  degree  of  the  second  stage,— namely,  of  the 
deposition  of  a  grayish- yellow,  obscurely  granular  matter  in  the  cortical 
sliuciure,  with  or  possibly  without  some  degree  of  sanguineous  congestion. 

2.  Middle  tiagt.  The  deposition  .of  granular  or  cheese-like  matter,  the 
only  important  and  well-established  anatomical  character  of  the  morbid 
formation,  teems  at  first  to  be,  for  the  most  part,  chiefly  confiaed  to  ibe 
cortical  substance. 
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0  gndaally  perradet  (he  inba- 

Nov,  it  must  be  ■dmilled  that  the  fradatioDS  of  disease  here  described 
seem  natiirallT  and  closely  connected,  as  far  as  Ihe  fouTib ;  aod  ihousb  it 
maf  be  difficult  (o  demonstrate  the  link  belweea  the  yellowish  diKcolora- 
''ns,&'C.aDd  [he  depoaition  of  the  granular  matter,  the  fact  is  do  less  iir 


EoriaDt,  thai  such  depositioD  does  not  prububly  occur  until  the  tissue  of  the 
idoey  has,  with  greater  or  less  rapidity,  passed  through  the  previously  de- 
scribed phases.    Should  a  suspicion  atiie  that  accuracy  has  been  aacrlGced 


c  arraugement,  this  may  be  dismissed  with  the  reflec- 
tioo  that  each  of  these  forms  of  disease,  with  its  special  characters,  has 
repeatedly  been  observed  by  writers  who  cnteriained  no  parliculai  view  re- 
specting the  mode  of  lelalion  of  the  series.  The  sixth  stage  of  M.  Rayer 
acknowledges  iis  connection  with  its  predecessors  by  the  occasional  presence 
of  the  milky  erauulalions.  Such  then  may,  in  the  present  stale  of  know- 
ledge, be  fairly  admitted  to  be  the  mode  of  progress  of  this  disease  under 
ordinary  circumstances,  and  when  its  evolulion  is  regularly  accomplished. 
But  iimust  not  berorgoCteD  that,  in  many  insiaQces,we  are  without  any  direct 

Eroof  from  anatomy,  or  collateral  evideoce  from  symptoms,  that  the  disorder 
as  originated  in  aclire  congestion  r  the  morbid  changes  appear,  indeed,  to 
adTBuce  so  inseaaibly,  as  almost  to  exclude  the  notion  of  an  irritatire  pro- 
cess having  existed  in  the  affected  organ. 

In  OUT  arrangement  of  M.  Rayer's  fortiu,  we  have  shown  the  presuined 
conoeciioQ  between  the  anatomical  lesion  and  the  acute  or  chronic  coune 
of  the  symptoms.  The  acute  aCfeciion  has  most  frequently  been  witnessed 
in  children  as  a  sequence  of  scarlatina,  especially  according  to  M.  Rayer,  in 
certain  epidemics,  but  also  occurs  in  adults  independently  of  any  exanlhe- 
Inaious  disorder,  la  these  cases  it  appears  with  the  ordinary  character  of  a 
febrile  disease,  is  attended  commonly  with  sickness  and  vomiting,  and  cha- 
ractetised  by  certain  remarkable  changes  in  the  constitution  of  the  urine  and 
blood,  and  by  effusion  of  serosity  into  the  cellular  membrane,  or  more  rarely, 
into  the  serous  cavities.  The  urine  is,  at  this  period,  always  acid,  and  void- 
ed in  small  quantity;  it  is  at  times,  according  to  Dr.  Christisoo,  altogether 
suppressed,  but  there  is  little  evidence  of  this  in  his  reported  cases,  and  of 
the  nature  ofone  of  those  (No.  1),  apparently  justifying  the  statement,  serious 
doubts,  aa  we  shall  presently  see,  may  be  verv  fairly  entertained.  The  colour 
of  the  fluid  is  reddish  or  deep  brown,  depenuing  on  the  presence  of  more  or 
less  blood  ;  ibis  is  in  rare  cases  so  abunoani  as  to  be  voided  in  small  clois. 
We  have  already  alluded  (vol.  Tiii,  p.  128,)  to  the  dissent  between  observ- 
ers respecting  the  specific  gravity  of  the  urine  io  this  affection.  M,  Rayer 
now  somewhat  modifies  his  former  statement  on  iht  point,  by  affirming  that 
the  density  is  often  above  and  rarely  below  the  healthy  standard.  The 
average  of  six  cases,  observed  by  himself  and  Dr.  Bright,  gives  1036;  and 
if,  as  he  remarks,  intercurrent  inflammation  of  other  organs  arise,  the  density 
increases  siill  further.  Dr.  Christison's  statements  on  this  point  are  deficient 
in  explicitness  1  for  at  page  34  he  asserts  that  "the  density  now  lies  within 
the  limits  of  health,"  while  at  page  48  we  find  "a  moderate  reduction"  of 
specific  gravity  recorded  among  the  pathognomonic  characters  of  the  inci- 
pient stage.    M.  Solon  has  on  nis  aide  fallen  into  the  serious  enor  of  omit- 

<Dr.ChriilisoaalsobalievGi  that  the  follalvmgBppesrance*  "ought  to  be  distinguiih- 
ed  with  Iho  view  of  alUrward*  Irocinf  their  rslaliomhip.    1.  CnDgeition  of  Ihe  kidnejpi 

wit)]  Di  without  loine  vrsnutar  deposit  in  their  aubatance.  &.  True  gnnuiar  defeneration 
of  the  corlicil  or  tabular  (truclure;  ■,  finely  grsnalar;  6,  bolryoidal.  3.  Degeneiation 
by  a  amoath  homagaaeoui  yollowifh  graj  mass,  itilermediate  in  conaittence  between 
that  of  ths  liver  and  that  of  the  brain.  4.  Dimeminalcd  laberclsa.  5.  Indarition  of 
Mmi-oartilsKiDoua  hardneH.  G.  Atroph/,  with  diaappcaranee  nf  the  proper  renal  Btinc- 
tDra,aod  with  or  without  ona  of  ths  previous  morbid  atatea.    7.  Simple  anamia." 
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ing  to  dialioffahh,  in  apeakin^  of  ihe  dcoaitf  of  ihe  fluid,  the  perioda  of  tha 
disease  at  wnicb  the  oWrvatioa  is  oiade.  There  can  be  no  doubt  iliat  the 
apecific  gravity  ia  comparatively  high  at  the  oatset  of  the  complaint,  a  fact 
explained  by  Rayer  by  the  simple  eonaideratioo  (bat  tbe  ratio  of  the  solid 
to  the  a(]uenuB  constiiuenta  of  lae  urine  is  at  tbie  period  scarcely  affected. 
Dr.  CbriaiiaoD,  who  maioiains  Ihal  the  pioportional  quantity  of  solids  ia 
already  lessened,  refers  the  high  average  density  to  the  adreotiiious  albu- 
men which  ia  piesent,  siiengiheniDg  this  opinion  by  ihe  allegation  that  "if 
tbe  fluid  be  filteied  af^er  coagulation,  the  density  falls  by  four,  five,  or  twea 
aeven  units,"  Bui  here  is  a  most  fallacious  argumetit;  for  the  process  just 
tneolioned  separates,  not  only  ihe  albumen,  bul  aUo  always  a  portion  of 
area,  and  frequently  a  large  share  of  mucus  or  blood -globules,  of  lilbic  acid, 
and  iiibale  of  ammonia,  (vid.  vol.  viii.  pp.  135-60  T^^^  o'''  mode  of  clarify- 
ing coffee  might  have  reminded  Dr.  Christison  of  this  fact.  We  are  there- 
fare  disposed  to  agree  on  Ibis  point  with  M.  Rayer.  Every  one  will  of  course 
Kini  Dr.  Christison  that,  as  tbe  quantity  of  urine  discharged  is  commonly 
low  the  normal  average,  ihe  total  amount  of  solids  excreted  therewith  in 
the  twenty-four  hours  falls  below  tbe  healthy  standard;  bul  (he  estimate 
thai  it  falls  to  one  fourth  or  one  sixth  of  the  ordinary  mean  is  not  to  be  con- 
fided iu,  as  the  enor  just  referred  to  must  have  influenced  ihis  calculation 
also. 

Examined  under  the  microscope,  the  urine  is  seen  to  contain  blood-glo- 
bules in  numbers,  occasionally  mocus-^labules,  and  alwaya  lamellec  of  epi- 
thelium;  at  Ihis  stage  crystala  of  uric  acid  are  rarely  observed.  The 
•anguinolent  appearance  may  oblain  for  two  or  ibree  days,  or  more,  and 
aomeiimes  recura  after  disappeatance;  the  decree  of  bloody  impregnation 
Taries  Irom  time  to  lime,  as  thai  of  the  albumjoous,  and  the  abundance  of 
the  latter  is  not  at  all  in  Ihe  direct  ratio  of  the  former.  The  quantity  of 
albumen  discharged  varies  not  only  in  diflereni  patients,  bul  in  ihe  aame 
■object  from  day  to  day,  nay,  eren  from  hour  to  hour.  Dr.  Cbtislison 
affirms  that  it  is  always  abundant  during  ihis  stage,  bul  may  suddenly  dis- 
appear lemporarily;  Rayer  has  "often"  found  the  pale  urine  of  ibe  chiooie 
malady  "much  more  highly  albuminous"  than  the  deep  red  fluid  voided  in 
tbe  acute  stage. 

The  renal  regions  are  commonly  ihe  seal  of  dull,  rarely  of  acute  pain. 
Dr.  Chriatisoo  speaks  of  frequent  desire  lo  pass  urine,  accompanied  with 
difficulty  or  pain  in  the  act,  as  existing  at  ibis  period:  M.  Rayer  affirms  t|iat 
these  phenomena  are  never  present  except  there  be  coexisting  disease  ofthe 
bladder,  or  fibrinous  concretions  of  large  size  present  themselves  at  ibe 
orifice  of  Ihe  urethra.  The  retraction  of  ihe  lesiicle  and  paio  in  tbe  direc- 
tion of  ihe  ureters,  sometimes  observed  in  simple  nephritis,  do  not  appear  to 
exist  in  ibis  affection.  Scarcely  have  (he  morbid  changes  uf  ihe  urine  been 
eslablished,  when  anasarca  supervenes,  ordinarily  commencing  by  puffinesa 
of  the  eyelids  or  face,  in  other  cases  origioaling  in  ihe  limbs,  and  charac- 
terised by  tenseness  of  Ihe  skin  and  tbe  absence  of  pitting  under  pressure. 

To  the  frequency  of  huffioess  in  blood  drawn  at  this  period  ofthe  disease, 
we  have  the  lesiimony  of  all  observers  who  have  written  on  the  subject. 
The  specific  gravity  of  the  serum  diminishes  from  the  decreased  proportion 
oi  ils  albumen,  and  may  fall  from  1030,  ihe  normal  mean,  to  1022,  or  even 
1020  or  1019.  Rayer  slates  that  Ihe  natural  slate  may  return  a  few  days 
after  veneseciion,  provided  that  operaiion  have  rendered  the  urine  less  albu- 
minous than  il  had  previously  heeo.  The  serum  is  sometimes  lactescent 
from  admixture  with  fatly  matter  ramovable  with  sulphuric  ether.  Accord- 
inft  to  Dr.  Christison,  "  the  presence  of  a  large  quantity  of  urea"  in  this  Quid 
may  be  ascertained  during  the  present  stage,  provided  the  amount  of  urine 
have  not  been  considerably  increased  by  incidental  cnusea  beyond  what  coa- 
Stitutes  the  common  average  at  this  period.  MM.  Rayer  and  Gui^ourt 
■ought  unsuccessfully  for  albumen  In  imo  instances  during  the  first  stage. 
Negative  eridence  will  not,  in  circumstances  lihe  (heae,  more  especially  aa 
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M.  R«yer  does  not  mcntioD  the  ouaatilir  ofarine  dailf  dischai^d,  eoDBtct- 
baliDce  the  positive  assertion  or  Dr.  Cbristison.  Bui  his  propositioD  appttii 
open  to  attack  on  other  ground*.  In  truib,  on  turning  to  Dr.  Cbrittisoo'i 
collection  of  case*,  we  find  not  a  tingle  one  conclusire  of  the  alleged  fact. 
Cases  i.  and  xx.  are  probably  ibose  to  wbieb  the  author  would  direct  our 
attentioB ;  but  ibat  the  former  was  a  caie  of  Brigbt's  disease  at  all  ma?  be 
doubted ;  and  as  death  did  not  occar  in  the  latter,  the  precise  state  of  the  Kid- 
neys can  only  be  matter  of  coDJeciure;  but  that  ii  was  fai  from  being  exactly 
such  at  the  narrator  of  the  ease  would  infer  appears  from  the  following  coa- 
liderations :  The  snbject  whose  history  ia  therein  given  had  had  anasarca 
twice  previously,  twenty  years  and  five  year*  before  be  preaanied  bimaelf  at 
the  Edinburgh  infirmary.  Granted  thai  he  bad  in  the  interval  been  in  ap- 
parent possession  of  good  health,  and  that  bis  last  attack  supervened  with 
acute  symptoms;  where  is  the  proof  that  the  man  had  not  been  voidiae 
albuminous  urine  for  months,  for  years, — io  a  word,  that  the  disease  had 
not  in  the  interim  been  following  a  latent  coariel  Doe*  not  Dr.  Chriitison 
here  fall  into  the  very  error  against  which  be  himself,  even  more  emphati' 
cally  than  his  coadjutors,  in  the  investigation  of  tbi*  disease,  warns  otbeisl 
Doe*  he  not  totally  forget  the  existence  of  his  own  SSth,  29th,  and  6Tth 
pages,  where  he  says  there  are  many  cases  where,  although  the  disorder 
may  appear  to  have  begun  a*  an  acute  affection,  traces  will  be  found  of  iis 
having  existed  for  several  months  before  in  a  chronic  form;  [| where  is  this 
more  likely  than  in  a  ease  where  there  bad  been  at  least  two  distinct  attacks 
previously  1]  and  further  relates  that  the  kidneys  of  a  stout,  muscular,  aad 
liealthy  woman,  who  bad  been  killed  in  a  squabble,  were  found  "verifat 
advanced  in  granular  disorganisation."  Mad  this  woman  been  the  subject 
of  an  acute  intercorrent  attack  befoie  deatb,  and  fallen  under  the  notice  of 
Dr.  Cbriilison,  her  blood  would  have  furnished  an  excellant  example  of  im- 

Eregnalion  with  urea  "in  the  incipient  stage  of  the  afiectioo."  But,  again, 
Ir.  Christison's  mode  of  satisfying  himself  of  ibe  presence  of  urea  in  soma 
cases,  may  have  it*  *hare  in  inducing  the  discrepancy  of  opinion  referred  10- 
It  appears  that  he  consider*  effervescence,  with  evolution  of  an  urinous 
odour  by  the  action  of  nitric  acid  on  the  alcoholic  extract  of  the  solid*  of  the 
serum,  a  satisfactory  proof  of  the  presence  of  urea.  Now,  Lecanu,'  and 
Brett,  and  Bird,'  have  shown  that  the  peculiar  odour  ia  question  is  evolved 
when  a  certain  eitractire  matter  of  the  blood,  wholly  distinct  in  nature  and 

troperties  from  urea,  is  thus  treated.  Besides,  MM.  Guibourt  and  Bayer 
art  ascertained  that  small  solid  masses,  simulating  the  nitrate  of  urea  in 
sensible  properties,  may  be  obtained  by  the  reaction  oT  nitric  acid  on  certain 
alcoholic  extracts  of  the  serum.  The  proportion  of  fibrine  now  varies,  ac- 
cording Io  Dr.  Chtistison,  from  82  to  30  parts  in  10,000,— a  tolerable  proof  of 
the  insignificance  of  its  ratio  as  an  evidence  of  the  presence  of  the  aisessc; 
even  io  health  tbe  quantity  of  fibrine  is  subject  to  very  eitensive  variation. 
Dr.  Cbristison  believes  that  the  ratio  is,  io  Briftht's  disease,  "regulated  by 
the  amount  ol  buffineai  of  the  blood  ;"  but  M.  Rayet  well  reminds  us  that, 
a*  Deois  has  shown,  tbe  quantity  of  fibrine  cannot  in  other  diseases  be  cal- 
culated by  that  of  the  bufl.  The  proportion  of  hematosine  is  stated  by  Dr- 
Cbristison  to  be  undecreased  io  amount  during  this  stage.  His  calculation 
really  refers  to  the  globules  and  not  to  the  hematosine;  he  himself  appears 
to  consider  tbem  the  same  Ifains. 

Tbe  disease  may  terminate  by  recoveiy,  by  death,  or  by  patiing  into  iba 
chronic  forms.  Tbe  former  termination  is  announced  by  abundant  sweating, 
by  marked  increase  of  discharge  from  tbe  kidneys,  with  restoration  of  tbe 
naioral  cbaracter*  of  that  discbarge,  and  disaf^earance  of  the  dropsical  enti- 
sioD.  When  the  disease  proves  destructive  to  life,  the  fatal  issue  is  gene- 
rally preceded  by  cerebral  symptoms,  or  by  thoracic  inflammation.    If  ^* 
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(he  chronie  stale,  Ike  palienl  may  lecorei  the  general 
.  and  Du  sign  of  morbid  eharaeler  be  pteseDl  except 

impregaation,  a  poiDt,  praelicall^  speakine,  of  (he  greatest  im- 


appearance  of  health,  and  du  sign  of  morbid  eharaeler  be  pteseDl  except 
■Ibumioous  impregaation,  a  poiDt,  practically  speaking,  of  (he  greatest  im- 
portance.   This  slate  may  have  continued  forBTariable  period,  when  a  oew 


attack  of  dropiy  occurs,  the  disease  assuming  the  aspect  of  an  acute  disorder. 
A  fact  upon  which  M.  Rsyer  insists  is,  that  in  individuals  of  a  babil  rendered 
cachectic  by  disease,  or  by  default  of  healthy  Dourishmeot,  the  disease  may 
wear  a  chronic  character  ab  inilio,  from  the  absence  of  marked  s;|mptomi 
of  ieac(ion,  and  yet  the  kidneys  display  on  inspection  the  anatomical  cha- 
rnclera,  though  in  an  ill-marked  form,  of  the  acute  complaini.  And  it  is 
also  a  well-founded  remark  of  this  observer,  (hat  wiih  eaco  recurrence  there 


is  a  stronger  tendency  exhibited  to  the  chionic  character,  though,  as  we  have 
jnst  bad  occasion  to  niat,  this  is  a  rule  not  without  its  exceptions. 

In  the  chronic,  as  in  the  acute  disease,  the  stale  of  the  urine  and  of  the 
blood,  and  the  presence  of  serous  effusion,  furnish  its  principal  signs ;  there 
ia  rarely  distinct  pain  or  tenderness  under  pressure  m  the  lenal  regiont. 
The  Dnne  is  sometimes  voided  mora  frequently  than  in  health.  Dr.  Cbris- 
lisoB  dwells  forcibly  upon  the  diagnostic  importance  of  the  patient's  "being 
awakened  once  or  oftener  ia  the  ntght-dme  by  (he  necessity  of  passing 
.__■_.  "  -f^  evident  proof  how  completely  Dr.  Christison's  mind  is  engrossed 


by  this  affection,  for  (here  is  probably  not  a  single  irritative  state  of  any  part 
of  the  lower  portion  of  the  urinary  passages  especially  that  is  not  productive 
of  similar  discomfort.  The  same  writer  observes,  that  the  quantity  of  urine 
is  ohen  very  little  reduced  below  the  standard  of  health,  fiequentlv  it  rather 
exceeds  than  falls  short  of  it,  but  if  an  acute  attack  supervene,  or  if  the  chro- 
nic disorganisation  "has  been  allowed  to  go  on  to  an  excessive  extent,  wilh- 
ont  the  ditease  being  cut  short,  as  more  usually  happens,  by  some  fatal 
secondary  afieeiion,"  it  may  diminish  to  almost  total  suppression:  in  a  ease 
of  the  latter  kind,  "the  quantity,  for  nine  days  before  death,  did  not  exceed 
This  fluid  is  now  commonly  slightly  acid,  occasionally  neutral 


ar  alkaline.  M.  Solon  remarks  that  alkalescence  cannot  depend  on  the  pre- 
sence of  ammooiacal  carbonate,  on  account  of  the  freedom  from  fetid  odour, 
or  from  effervescence  under  nitric  acid,  and  ascrihes  it  to  the  sodaic  salts  of 
the  leium,  which  find  their  way  into  the  urine  along  with  its  alhumen. 
Were  this,  however,  a  perfectly  correct  explanation,  we  should  expect  to 
find  alkalescence  in  the  direct  ratio  of  albuminous  impregoation^  which  is 
far  from  being  the  fact.  The  density  of  the  urine  is  now  invariably  low, 
and  may  fall  to  1004,  an  effect  produced  by  diminutioo  of  its  solid  consti- 
tuents. It  is  not  known  in  what  proportion  this  diminution  affects  the  urea 
and  salts  respectively:  M.  Solon  has  pointed  out  the  deficiency  of  calca- 
reous salts.  The  fluid  is  pale,  with  scarcely  any  urinous  odour ; 
ally  turbid,  contains  lamellie  of  epithelium,  and,  as  its  chief  char 
a  vBriabte  quantity  of  albumen.  Its  sediment  sometimes  contains  mucus- 
globules  or  blood -globules,  and  small  crystals  of  lithic  acid;  io  very  rare 
cases  some  pulverulent  lilhates  are  discoverable)  the  phosphates  also  are 
present  in  very  feeble  proportion.  The  slight  muddineas  or  turbidity  occa- 
sionally observed  is,  according  to  Dr.  Christison,  "probably  owing  to  modi- 
fied vesical  mucus,"  but  it  may  also  depend  on  the  suspension  of  fatty 
matter  removable  with  sulphunc  ether,  as  shown  by  Rayer.  Respecting 
the  relative  amount  of  albuminous  impregnation  in  the  two  stages  of  the 
disease,  anthers  vary.  Dr.  Osburne  relates  that  the  extent  of  disease  dis- 
covered af^r  death  has  been,  according  to  his  experience,  invariably  in  pro- 
portion to  the  degree  of  coagulability.  Rayer  has  found  the  "quantity  of 
coagulum  often  greater  in  the  acute  than  in  the  chronic  disease,"  the  whole 
■ample  of  urine  acted  upon  sometimes  forming  into  a  mass;  in  others,  slight 
opalescence  only  beio^  produced.  It  appears  clearly  from  his  chapter  on 
the  "  progress  of  the  disease,"  that  M.  Solon  holds  an  increasing  propoKioD 
of  albumea  to  b«  indicative  of  advancing  disoiganisation.  Dr.  Coristison'a 
"ohsetratioa  leads  to  the  inference  that  the  alhumeii  abounds  most  in  the 
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eaily  Blage,  decreases  lowatdc  the  advanced  slage,  *nd  when  abundiot  in 
the  I  ailer  period,  is  so  incidenlalty  from  the  supervention  of  fresh  reaction." 
We  confess  ouiselves  uaable  to  account  for  the  difference  of  opinion  here  ex- 
hibited, unless  the  propositioo  printed  in  italics  afford  the  clue  thereto. 

Meanwhile,  what  is  the  state  of  the  blood?  As  may  he  anticipated  from 
what  has  just  been  said  respecting:  'he  urine,  coolradictoiy  notions  are  held 
on  this  point.  If  tre  credit  Dr.  Christison,  "the  density  and  solid  content* 
of  the  serum,  previously  much  reduced,  gradually  return  to  the  healthy 
slandaid,  or  eren  exceed  it;"  io  the  middle  stage,  the  density  is  said  to  be 
■bout  1024;  in  the  advanced,  it  may  be  so  high  as  1031.  The  proporiion 
of  [he  solid  constituents  of  the  serum  is,  OD  the  contrary,  according  to  Rayer, 
remarkably  lowered  (o  such  a  degree,  that  he  has  found  the  specific  grariiy 
fallen  to  1029,  1019,  and  even  1013.  It  will  be  observed,  thai  in  both  in- 
stances the  density  of  the  serum  is  inversely  as  (be  different  proportional 
quantity  of  albumen  presumed  by  each  of  these  writers  to  be  passed  with 
the  urine;  each  of  these  has  at  least  the  merit  of  consistency.  On  this  sub- 
ject M.  Rayer  remarks,  "  t^  by  beginning  of  the  disease  Dr.  Christison 
understand  the  end  of  the  first,  or  the  course  of  the  second  month  of  the 
complaint,  the  diminution  in  the  density  of  the  serum  is  beyond  a  doubt 
Eomelimes  very  considerable;  if  by  middle  stage  he  designate  cases  in  which, 
in  consequence  of  amendment  io  the  patient's  state,  a  decreasing  quantity  of 
albumen  is  discharged  with  the  urine,  this  stalemenl  is  still  correct.  But 
the  diminution  of  albumen  in  the  urine  and  augmented  density  of  the  serum, 
stated  by  Dr.  Christison  to  he  the  ordioary  characteristics  of  the  final  stage, 
appear  to  me  to  be  of  completely  exceptional  occurrence."  (Vol.  ii.  p.  132.) 
Your  i/" would  then  fain  be  a  peacemaker  among  pathological  wranglers; 
hut  in  this  instance,  at  least,  its  pacific  efforts  fail,  as  Dr.  Christison  does 
not  distinctly  state  any  thing  of  the  kind  allnded  to.  Nevertheless,  there 
may  be  some  share  of  justness  in  M,  Rayer's  supposition,  for,  judging  from 
Dr.  Chtistison'a  published  cases,  it  may  be  queslioned  whethei  this  practi- 
tioner has  had  an  opportunity  of  observing  a  siugle  indisputable  example  of 
Bright's  disease  in  the  truly  acute  stage;  an  idea  which  receives  corrobora- 
tion from  the  fact  that  he  liimself  places  "granular  deposition"  among  the 
anatomical  characters  of  the  very  earliest  stage.  Again,  these  ob.«errera 
differ:  the  Parisian  writer  has  found  the  lactescent  appearance  of  the  serum 
now  more  marked,  the  Scottish  less  so,  than  in  the  outset  of  the  disease. 
They  agree,  however,  in  slating  the  quantity  of  cruor  lo  be  commonly  dimi- 
nishi'd  and  that  of  serum  increased  ;  and  coincide  in  considering  the  propor- 
tion of  globules  diminished:  M.  Rayer  has  delermined  ibe  latter  point  by 
microscopical  eiaminalion;  Dr.  Christison  ascertained  by  chemical  analysis 
that  the  ratio  may  sink  to  less  than  a  third  of  the  healthy  average.  The 
fibrine  is  now,  according  to  the  latter  observer,  most  commonly  natural  in 
amount.  But  here  the  uniformity  of  opinion  ceases.  According  to  Dr. 
Christison,  the  urea  "frequently  disappears  from  the  serum  of  the  blood  as 
the  disease  advances;"  while  M.  Rayei  affirms  that  this  proximate  principle 
may  be  mor« /re^Uf^n/Zi/ detected  in  the  chronic  than  in  the  acute  stage. 
The  Edinburgh  Professor  modiRes  Ibe  above  opinion  so  materially  in  the 
very  sentence  in  which  it  is  aitnounced,  as  lo  involve,  at  ihe  least,  a  contra- 
diction in  terms:  "in  the  roosf  advanced  s'age,"  he  says,  the  urea  ^ominonlt/ 
reappears,  and  it  is  sometimes  present  towards  the  close  iu  larger  proportion 
ihao  ever."  The  variation  depends,  it  is  alleged,  on  the  varying  quantity 
of  urea  excreted  by  the  kidneys;  whenever  this  ia  materially  reduced,  the 
principle  in  question  may  he  distinctly  found  in  Ihe  blood. 

The  characters  of  the  anasarca  which  forms  an  almost  invariable  allend- 
anl  on  this  stage  of  the  affection  are  sufficiently  well  known.  But  respecting 
the  importance  of  anasarca  as  a  symptom  there  is  some  difference  of  opinion. 
The  French  describers  of  Bright's  disease,  struck  with  Its  extreme  frequency, 
rank  it  among  the  regular  symptoms  of  the  affection  ;  Dr.  Christison,  influ- 
enced by  its  occasional  absence,  lowers  it  in  importance  to  that  of  a  men 


,1c 


Morbu*  Brightil  333 

MCODdarr  affectioD.  If  the  aTraiigemeDt  of  Dr.  Chrislison  be  more  icieoiific, 
(this,  however,  maf  be  doubted,  for  we  are  not  aware  that  the  sigoiGcaiion 
of  (he  phrase  "secondary  afleciion"  has  ever  beeo  defioed  wicb  precisiOD,) 
that  of  ibe  Freoch  authors  is  much  more  piaclically  useful,  ioasrnuch  as 
less  danger  is  to  be  apprehended  from  slight  eitaggeratioo  of  the  frequency 
of  ihe  coDdiiioD  in  queiiioD,  iban  from  underrating  the  consiaacy  of  its  oc- 
Gurreoce.  Dr.  Chriatisoa  upbraids  the  cuDiioeDtal  writers  on  ibe  subject 
wjlh  "  iacorteclly  coDsideriag  anasarca  an  essential  character  of  the  dis- 
ease;" but  iheaccusatioD  is  a  gruucdless  one:  M.  Solon  (p.  267)  recognises 
Ihe  occasional  absence  of  anasarca  as  aa  ascertained  fact;  M.  Rayer  hat 
figured  the  kidneys  of  individuals  who  had  not  suffered  from  ibis  symptom, 
and  M.  Forget  published  a  similar  case.  WbaieTer  be  the  term  applied  lo 
indicate  the  conueciioa  of  anasarca  and  the  renal  lesion,  the  important  point 
to  remember  is,  that  the  former  is'scarcely  a  less  frequent  atteodaDI  on  the 
latter  than,  for  example,  cough  on  phthisis. 
'  The  Tolumes  of  MM.  Rayer,  Solon,  and  ChriitisoB  contain  Dumerous 
reports  of  cases  in  justification  of  the  general  staiemenit  broached  by  their 
authors.  We  have  much  satisfaction  in  perceiriog  in  those  of  the  latter 
frriter  a  very  distinct  improvement  upon  the  ordinary  style  of  records  of  the 
kind  published  in  this  couuiry ;  and  tnough  numerous  defects  both  of  matter 
and  manner  might  easily  be  pointed  out,  we  shall,  in  compliment  to  the 
general  luperioriiy  of  the  whole,  suffer  these  to  pass  without  particular  no- 
tice. M.  Rayer's  cases  are  divided  into  two  grand  sections:  Ihe  first  exhi- 
biting Ibe  characters  of  the  uncomplicated  disease  ;  the  second  illustrating 
its  multitudinous  relations  of  cause  and  effect  lo  certain  organic  and  func- 
lioaal  maladies.  In  his  commentary  on  these  cases,  the  author  examines 
some  of  the  most  important  queslioas  connected  with  the  gc'neral  pathology 
of  the  disease.  Opportunities  of  ascertaining  the  condition  of  the  kidneya 
in  the  truly  acute  stage  have  rarely  occuired,  and  from  the  stalements 
already  laia  before  the  reader,  it  follows  that  in  the  present  )itate  of  know- 
ledge there  can  be  little  surety  in  many  instances  respecting  the  stage  of  the 
disease  from  the  evidence  of  symptoms.  Besides,  in  respect  of  other  renal 
affections,  the  diagoosis  of  the  early  stage  of  Brigbl's  disease  is  any  thing 
but  satisfactorily  established.  In  proof  of  this,  it  i&  sufficient  for  the  present 
to  slate,  that  two  cases,  reported  by  M.  Solon  as  distioci  examples  of  the 
iocIpieDi  affection,  are  regarded  by  M.  Rayer  as  cases  of  inBammation  of 
the  pelvis,  of  the  kidiiev  and  bladder:  that  Dr.  Christison's  case  i.,  put  for- 
ward as  exhibiting  "a  characteristic  example  of  the  early  stage  of  granular 
diaorganisatioo,"  is  by  the  same  French  writers  esteemed  a  case  of  timple 
nephrilia,  attended  with  tj^pboid  Bymptoms;  and  again,  the  patient  of  the 
Edinburgh  author's  case  xix.,  supposed  by  him  to  have  been  the  subject  of 
the  early  stage  of  Brighl's  disease,  is  by  M.  Rayer  maintained  lo  have 
fiuffered  from  simple  hematuria.  In  many  cases  of  acute  dropsy,  with  co- 
sgulable  urine,  and  this  more  especially  where  renal  pain  coexists,  the  kid- 
neys are  probably  the  seat  of  such  congestion  as  would  ultimately  lead  to 
the  special  disorganisation,  but  it  woold  be  no  easy  task  at  present  to  de- 
monstrate this,  as  the  following  paragraph  will  show.  In  the  infancy  of  our 
acquaiotance  with  a  disease,  we  can  rarely  acquire  scientific  certainty  of 
diagnosis  unless  with  the  assistance  of  the  scalpel.  M.  Solon  adds  one 
distinct  example,  with  the  dissectioo,  of  Ihe  incipient  stage  of  the  disease, 
to  that  published  hy  Dr.  Brighli  M.  Rayer  three  or  perhaps  four  of  the  same 
kind. 

(To  b*  CDBtlDOed.] 
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BIBUOGRAPHICAL  NOTICES. 

Bart'*  Compendium  of  Chemistry  and  Electricity.' 
Theae  useful  Tolnmei,  from  the  pea  of  one  of  our  ablcBt  cbemiste — well 
known  in  Europe  as  well  as  ia  this  couD&y— luuat  greatly  foeilitate  the  pro- 
gresa  of  the  student  iu  the  agreeable  and  impoiunt  deparimenta  of  chemisir; 
and  electricity.  The  facts  nud  doclriDea  are  clearl;  ezpresaed,  and  the  text 
is  elucidated  by  appropriate  woodcuts.  The  worka  are  well  adapted,  not 
aimplf  foe  tbe  tyro  in  ekemistry,  but  for  crery  ooe  who  is  deairoaa  of  being 
OB  a  level  with  the  state  of  the  sciences  inresligated  in  their  pages. 


ProfetKT  DrakeU  Jhlroduciory  Lecture.* 
The  grounds  aasigned  by  the  able  aod  veierau  auibot  and  teacher  for  con- 
seotiog  to  the  publication  of  this  appropriate  introductory  discourse  are — first, 
that  it  may  do  something  towards  prorootiag  the  study  of  pathological  ana- 
tomy in  the  west  and  soutk,  and  perhaps  aid  the  student,  aflei  gtaduation, 
in  the  prosecution  oF  clinical  observations;  and  secondly,  that  its  publication 
might  contribute  to  make  known  tbe  fact,  ikat  tbe  profesBors  of  the  Louis- 
ville Institute  had  erected  an  amphitheatre  in  which  tbe  examination  of  pa- 
tients can  be  conducted  in  a  manner  far  more  adrantageans  to  students  of 
medicine  than  in  the  wards  of  the  hospital. 

The  whole  address  is  appropriate,  and  characterised  by  all  the  intellectual 
vigour  of  the  author. 

7We(fie'«  Library  of  Medicine.' 
The  Tolnme  before  as  is  the  third  of  Tweedie's  Library  of  Hedieiae.   The 
two  first  we  hare  already  noticed.    The  present  is  at  least  equal  to  its  pre- 
decessors.   We  are  disposed,  indeed,  to  regard  it  as  superior  to  the  Grit 
volume,  the  articles  in  which  are  more  unequal  than  in  any  of  the  others. 

>  A  Campeadiani  oT  tbe  Coarsa  of  Chemical  lastmcliDn  in  the  Hediosl  DepaTlment 
of  tbe  UaiTGrsit*  of  FonnsTlvanis.  Bj  Robeit  Hare,  H.  D.,  ProlMsar  or  Chtoiutrj. 
In  two  parts.  Fart  I.  eooipriiiiig  tha  Cbamiitrj  of  Heit  and  Light,  sod  that  of  laor- 
ganiB  Sabattnces,  osoilly  ealkd  looKBDie  Chsuistr*.  Fourth  sditioa,  witb  amend- 
Dianti  and  idditioOL    Sto,  pp.  370.    Fhiladslphii,  ISIO. 

A  Brief  EipoaitioD  of  tha  Scienee  of  Medunical  Electricity,  or  Electricity  Proper, 
■absidiarj  lo  Ihe  Couns  of  Chemical  laatruction  ia  the  Uaiveraity  of  Feansy iTacia, 
with  engraiinga  and  detcripUoDS  of  tbe  apparalua  employed.  By  Robert  Hare,  H.  Ik, 
PrarcHor  of  Chemiilry.    8to,  pp.  80.    Philadelphia,  1840. 

■  An  iDtroduclory  Diaeoarse  to  i  Conrae  of  Lectures  on  Clinical  Hedidne  and  Pa- 
thalogicat  Anatam*,  detiTered  it  (he  opeDinr  of  the  nev  Clinieai  Amphithestre  of  tbe 
LoniBTillB  Marine  Hoapilil,  Nor.  5, 1840.  fir  Daniel  Drake,  M.  D.,  Frofiasor  of  those 
btKDaliea  in  the  Medical  Jnitilule  of  Loniiriile.  Pobliihed  by  the  CUaa.  8ro,  pp.  16. 
Louiaiille,  1S40. 

■  DiaaerOtioni  on  Diaeaaei  of  the  Ornaa  of  ReapinliDD.  Br  C.  J.  B.  Williams, 
M.  D.,  &Cn  Froreasar  of  the  Practice  of  Hedicios,  UniTarsity  College,  Londau  ;  Theo- 

Jhilua  Thomion,  M.  D.,  Fhyaioian  to  the  Northern  Diipenury,  dec. ;  W.  B.  Carpenter, 
[.  D.,  Lecturer  od  Forensic  Medicine  in  tha  Briilol  Medici]  School,  dtc ;  W.  Brace 
Soj.  M.  D.,  Fellow  of  the  King'a  and  Queen'a  Collage  of  Pbysiciani  in  Ireland,  Jco. 
EdiiMl  hr  Aleiander  Twaadia,  H.  D..  F.  R.  S.,  die  tec;  with  Aaierican  Notes  and 
*  "■■  -       By  W.  W.  Gerhard.  H.  D.,  tLo.  dec 
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HaTiDg  cMi>eqa«Dtlr  apoken  fmroarably  of  the  two  first  TolomcB,  we  ««■ 
nhoaitatingly  lecMBmiiad  tbii  also  to  the  allentioB  of  ooi  resden.  ll  is 
npletc  with  iotereiting  pnctical  iiuinictioii. 


MISCELLANEOUS  NOTICES. 

Pairuyleania  Atyltim  for  the  Intone  Poor.— It  affords  us  heartfelt  plea- 
snrc  j a  being  sb Is  10  iiate  ihst  the  bill  foithe  establishmeotof  an  iDStiiDlioa 
for  the  iasane  poor  has  passed  the  legislature  by  an  oreiwheltniag  majority, 
and  has  Teceiied  the  saDclloa  of  Ibe  governor;  so  ibst  it  is  now  a  law.  It 
it  a  glad  triamph  to  those  whose  philaothropic  exerlioos  hsre  beea  iostru- 
meotal  in  ibe  result;  aod  a  bright  spot  in  Goreroor  Fortei's  adm 


Albany  JUedieal  G>/Ie;e.— The  number  of  students,  as  per  catalogue,  was 
122  during  the  last  session.    The  number  of  fcraduates  was  2S. 


Vacant  Chair  in  the  Medical  Department  of  the  TranMylvania  Univer- 
tUy. — The  chair  of  the  theory  and  practice  of  medicioe  in  the  medical  de- 
partment of  the  Tiaosylraaia  UoiTetsity  is  at  pteseot  vacant,  and  with  a 
view  to  fill  it  in  tbe  best  possible  manner,  applications  for  the  sppoiDtment 
are  inrited  fiom  the  members  of  the  medicaf  professiou. 

The  communications  on  ibe  subject  must  be  addressed  to  the  Dean  of  the 
Medical  Faculty  of  T.  U^  and  come  to  hand  before  the  first  of  June  next, 
when  the  appointment  will  be  made.  The  name  of  no  one  but  the  snccesi- 
ful  candidate  will  b^made  public. 

Jeferton  Medical  College  of  Philadelphia.— At  the  annnat  commence- 
ment, held  on  lb*  6ih  of  March,  the  degree  of  doctor  of  medicine  was  con- 
ferred on  fifty-eix  graduates.  The  honorary  degree  was  granted  to  one. 
Tbe  names  will  be  given  in  our  next. 

Pemnayloama  College,  Medical  Department. — At  the  annual  commence- 
ment of  this  insiilulion,  held  on  the  2d  of  March,  the  degree  of  doctor  of 
nudiciae  was  cooferted  on  thirty-nine  gentlemen.  Besides  these,  three  re- 
ceived the  honorary  degree  of  doctor  of  medicioe. 


Spring  Courte  of  Lecturet  at  the  College  of  Phyticiana  and  Surgeona, 
JVew  York. — An  association  has  been  formed,  for  the  purpose  of  oBerin^ 
to  the  students  of  medicine  in  New  York  a  coarse  of  iaitruction,  which^  it 
is  hoped,  may  profitably  occupy  a  portion  «f  their  time  during  the  easuing 
spring  and  summer. 

Lectures  will  be  delivered  at  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  in 
Crosby  street,  on  the  following  ■objects:— 

On  the  pathology  of  the  chest,  auscultation,  and  percussion,  by  John  A. 
Sweit,  M.  D.,  lecturer  on  diseases  of  the  cbest.  This  course  will  be  fully 
illnatraied  by  clinical  cases. 

On  club  feet  and  analwous  deformities,  by Delmold,  M.  D. 

On  the  diseases  of  the  kidneys,  by  Wm.  C.  Robarts,  M.  D. 
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On  the  diseates  or  the  eye,  by  G.  Wilkes,  M.  D,,  surgeon  of  the  New  York 
.tye  iDfitmary.     Clinical  ioBlruction  at  tbe  iafirmary. 

On  the  patbolof^y  of  the  uterus  and  its  annexes,  by  C.  R.  Gilman,  M.  D., 
lecturer  on  obstetrics  and  the  diseases  of  women  and  children  in  the  College 
of  Physicians  and  Surgeons. 

On  operati»e  surgery,  by  W.  Parker,  M.  D.,  professor  of  satgery,  College 
ofPhysiciaas  and  Sui^ons. 

Od  the  anatomy  of  the  nerrous  system,  by  James  Q,uackenbos8,  demon- 
straior  of  anatomy. 

On  sorffical  anatomy,  by  R.  Watts,  Jr,,  M.  D.,  professor  of  anatomy,  Col- 
lege of  PnyaiciaoE  and  Surgeons. 

Tbe  leciuies  will  commence  on  the  first  Monday  in  April,  and  eonlinue 
about  three  months.  Two  lectures  will  be  delirered  daily.  Hours,  fiom 
one  to  three  o'clock. 

The  fee  for  the  whole  course  is  ten  dollars— a  moTement  downwanls  in 
the  lale  of  fees  which  does  not  meet  our  approbation. 

Ditttction  of  a  Club- Fool.'— Sir,  I  enclose  you  an  account  of  the  dissec- 
tion of  a  case  of  club-foot,  in  which  tbe  sole  was  turned  inwards  and  up- 
wards, the  patient  treading  on  the  ujiper  surface  of  the  os  cuboides,  which 
had  become  rough  and  irre^nlar,  giring  rise  to  an  eileosive  ulceration  on 
the  instep,  for  which  the  limb  was  amputated ;  but  the  case  did  not  do  well, 
owing  to  the  formation  of  abscesses  in  tbe  tbigb,  and  a  subsequent  attack 
of  hemiplegia.    1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  serrani, 

Philip  B.  Aires,  M.  D.,  M.  R.  C.  S. 

TluiM.  Navanlirr  £;,  IB40. 

Tendo  achillis  very  much  shortened,  prerenling  fleiion  of  the  ankle-joint. 

Tendon  of  ihe  tibialis  aoticus  very  short,  prefenling  eversion  of  tbe  loot. 

TeodoD  of  the  eiteosDr  loogus  pollicis  rather  shorlenad,  but  nearly  natural. 

Tendons  of  the  extensor  longus  digilorum  nalural. 

Tendon  of  the  perooeus  tertius  elongated  and  eipaoded. 

EiiaiMor  breris  digitorum  flabby  and  rery  thin,  but  otherwise  natural. 

Tendon  of  the  flexor  longus  pollicis  rather  shortened. 

Tendons  of  the  flexor  longus  digilorum  somewhat  shortened,  but  rery 
stigblly  so. 

Tendon  of  the  tibialis  posticus  slightly  shortened. 

Tendons  of  the  peronel  nalural. 

Short  muscles  of  the  fool  natural. 

The  bones  of  the  foot,  although  Ihe  patient  was  27  years  of  age,  and  the 
disease  congenital,  were  apparently  in  R  natural  state,  and  would  certainly, 
judgine  from  iheir  appearance,  have  allowed  tbe  foot  to  have  regained  its 
naiuraf  position  bad  the  opposing  leadons  been  divided.  Tbe  principal  op- 
posing tendons  were  those  of  the  gaslrocnemli  and  soleua,  and  tbe  tibialis 
aniicus,  so  that  by  dividing  these  tendons,  tbe  remainder,  which  were  nearly 
in  their  Datura!  state,  would  have  permitted  the  foot  to  hare  righted  itselt. 
I  am  not  aware  that  there  is  any  novelty  in  this  case ;  but  as  in  new  opera- 
tions every  fact  possesses  some  value,  1  have  sent  tbii  dissection  for  publi- 
cation. 

I  Londun  Medlwl  Gatelle,  Dec  11,  1840,  p.  i4B. 
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akt.  I.— case  of  pneumonia  successfully  treated 

BY  LARGE  DOSES  OF  TARTAR  EMETIC. 

■T  JAH£S  B.  HAT,  M.  D.,   OP  VBHTWORTH,  NOBTB  CABOUNA. 

Dr.  DuDgliBon, 

1  wai  eilled  on  the  12ih  or  September,  1840,  to  see  Green,  a  necro  boy, 
the  properly  of  Mr.  SsdideI  H.  Walker,  of  RockiDgham  county,  N.  C.  The 
boy  liTes  where  the  virions  types  and  grades  of  bilious  fever  are  very  pre- 
TaleDl;  and  ihia  season  the  neigbbourbood  was  exceedingly  tobject  lo 
bilioas  remilteat.  This  boy  had  coroplHined  of  feebleness  and  indispositioD 
for  some  days  previous  (o  tbe  7th  inst.,  which  ted  to  the  belief  ibat  he  waa 
to  be  a  Bubjevt  of  tbe  disease  then  prevailing.  On  the  7lh  at  nigbt  be  was 
very  active  huoting,  and  in  a  profuse  perspiration  lay  duwa  on  the  ground 
late  at  oight  (whietk  wa*  nearly  frosted)  and  slept  till  day.  From  this  time 
he  was  prostrated.  On  the  12ih,  when  1  first  saw  bim,  he  was  labouring 
under  typhoid  pneumonia;  these  were  the  symptoms: — frequent  cough, 
with  no  expectoration  1  pain  on  inspiration;  and  pain  on  prestare  through 
the  whole  chest,  particularly  on  the  right  side ;  breathing  short  and  harried ; 
akin  of  a  pungent  wannih,  and  dry  ;  occasional  detiiinm,  with  that  sharp- 
ness and  quickness  peculiar  lo  such  cases ;  pulse  120,  rather  small,  toft, 
and  feeble;  boweU  very  active  from  having  been  purged  too  much  nefore 
ny  arrival ;  tenderness  of  the  epigastrium,  with  an  irresistible  desire  lo 
throw  back  his  head ;  tongue  thickly  coated  with  yellow,  of  a  fiery  red  be- 
neath, and  dry  on  the  tip.  Although  1  considered  it  doubtful  whether  I 
■hould  take  blood  at  the  arm,  yet  tbe  pulse  appeared  to  have  sufficient  firm- 
neis  to  bear  it.  I  bled  bim  between  8  and  10  ounces ;  prescribed  small  por- 
tions of  calom.  and  pulv.  Dov.  every  two  houn,  and  an  ezpecioraiti  and  seda- 
tive mixture  every  tour  honrs  of  spls.  nitte,  paregoric,  ana  ipec,  and  applied 
a  large  blister,  covering  the  epigastrium  aoa  lower  part  of  tbe  chest. 

14th  Sept.,  afternoon,  saw  him;  something  belter,  pulse  110,  ratber  more 
full;  delirium  less;  some  expectoration,  though  veiy  bloody  and  yellow; 
blister  had  drawn  well,  and  bowels  were  more  quiet;  otherwise  he  waa 
pretty  mnch  tbe  same.  Cupped  him  extensively  ronnd  the  chest,  hut  did 
Dot  get  ranch  blood  from  the  want  of  free  capillary  circnlHtion.  Other  pre- 
senption  of  the  12th  continued. 

161b,  at  night,  sent  for;  much  worse;  pulse  above  115,  emallerand  fee- 
bler; bowels  again  become  very  active;  more  constant  delirium;  remark- 
able ahrinking  away  of  the  flesh ;  countenance  haggard ;  eipectoratloo  small 
in  quantity,  painfot,  and  of  the  same  colour;  tonsne  dry,  one  side  where  tha 
far  had  worn  oS^  atnootb,  dry,  and  glaxed;  skin  of  tW  warmih  tensed 
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ealor  mordax.  Cupped  bim  again,  without  much  blood ;  ■pplied  a  blulCT 
orer  ihe  righi  5ide  of  the  cbest;  coDtinued  the  other  medicines,  with  leneo- 
iDg  the  cal.  in  the  powdera  and  increatiog  the  ipec  in  the  drops, 

16ih.  Remaioed  over  night;  Eiill  worse;  spent  a  restless  night;  pulse 
above  120,  more  cootraeted  ;  constant  delirium ;  idle  talking  and  iroagJURTT 
sights;  still  greater  shrinking  of  ibe  flesh;  features  sharp  and  haggard ;  hip- 
pocraiic  countenance;  expectoration  small  in  quantity  and  exiremel)'  hloodj ; 
tonsiue  dry  and  parched,  a  portion  of  it  smooth  and  glazed;  HrticulaiioD 
difficult;  restlesBDessaadJaclLtHlion  ;  brealhiug short,  with  the  tracheal  rattle. 
In  this  slate  of  things  1  should  have  pronounced  him  hopelees  under  lb* 
usual  practice  ;  his  rapid  decliue  sioce  the  14ih  showed  how  futile  my  prac- 
tice had  been,  and  indicated,  I  thought,  how  utterly  useless  Ibe  ordinary 
practice  would  siill  be  if  pursued.  In  this  dilemma  what  was  to  he  dooel 
The  practice  of  giviog  re[ieated  eraeiics,  after  the  manner  of  Riviere  and 
Stoll,  and  the  Italian  practice  of  giving  large  doses  of  lari.  emet,,  so  highly 
extolled  by  Laennec  (the  highest  aulbority),  occurred  to  me.  He  was,  I 
though),  too  feeble  to  pursue  ihe  Former  with  the  least  hope  of  success,  and 
there  appeared  to  be  as  little  hope  of  success  with  the  latter.  But  Ihe  ac- 
count oT  Laennec,  in  bis  chapter  on  Peripneumony,  of  bis  remarkable  suc- 
cess in  patients  thooght  to  be  moribund,  determined  me  to  make  trial  of  the 
latter  remedy,  without  the  least  expectaiiou  that  it  would  succeed.  Hii 
usual  practice  was  to  give  one  grain  every  two  hours  till  be  gave  sii  grsini, 
then  to  rest  twelve  hours;  but  my  recollection  not  serving  me  well  on  this 
point,  I  gave  bim  four  one  grain  portions  at  intervals  of  two  hours,  attend- 
ing 10  its  exhibition  myself.  After  the  two  first  grains  he  vomited  once  a 
considerable  poition  o(  green  bilious  matter;  save  this  be  took  the  four 
grains  without  any  other  evident  effect  but  that  of  great  sickness  of  ibe  sto- 
mach. I  left  him  this  evening,  ordering  the  same  course  to  be  pursued  the 
next  day,  of  giving  the  tart.  emet.  io  an  infusion  of  common  tea,  the  best 
vehicle  1  had  at  band,  suspending  all  other  medicines  while  doing  this. 

18lh.  Saw  hiio  at  one  o'clocli ;  astonished  at  his  improvement ;  pulse  35, 
moie  full  and  soA ;  cerebral  congestion  end  delirium  completely  gone; 
countenance  more  naloral ;  espectoration  easy,  and  without  pain;  tracheal 
rattle  gone;  breathing  more  full  and  slower;  tongue  inclined  to  be  moist; 
akin  a  more  natural  warmth;  in  short,  every  symptom  showing  a  removil 
of  cerebral  congestian  and  resolution  of  inflammation  in  the  cbesl. 

Yesterday,  the  17tb,  I  was  informed  the  lart.  emet.  purged  bim  eicei- 
sively,  so  as  to  produce  syncope,  and  induce  the  aiteorlants  lo  believe  be 
was  dead.  They  gave  him  some  laudanum  and  camphor,  which  checked 
his  bowels  and  revived  bim;  ai  the  same  lime  a  slight  moisture  appeared 
on  the  skin.  After  prescribing  a  pill  every  four  hours  of  opium,  ipec,  and 
calomel,  with  occasionally  an  expectorant  mimure,  I  left  him  with  the  hope 
now  that  he  would  get  well. 

20th.  Still  improved  ;  every  symptom  indicating  convalescence.  But  on 
this  day  there  appeared,  on  the  surface  of  his  body  a  great  many  blisiers 
about  the  size  of  a  grain  of  corn,  and  larger;  some  contained  a  Buid  dear  a* 
water,  in  others  it  was  turbid ;  and  there  appeared  under  the  angle  of  the 
lelt  jaw  a  targe  tumour,  which  became  an  abscess,  was  ultimately  laaced, 
and  discharged  a  great  quantity  of  mailer.  I  left  directions  to  keep  bis 
bowels  regular,  lo  use  gentle  friction  with  dry  flannel ;  prescribed  wine  and 
wine  whey  and  a  proper  diet. 

24th.  Saw  him  again;  he  had  still  mended.  The  course  prescribed  on  the 
20ih  pursued,  under  which  be  improved  so  much  that  he  was  able  to  walk 
across  the  bouse;  when,  on  the  2d  October,  he  was  taken  wiib  epistaiis, 
and  bled  much  till  near  night,  when  it  was  checked  by  cold  applications  lo 
the  neck,  head,  and  scrotum.  At  one  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  Sd  '■ 
commenced  again,  and  bled  lill  four  o'clock,  f.  h.,  when  I  saw  him,  having 
been  absent  from  the  couolv  till  then.  He  had  bled  a  great  deal,  from  the 
feebleness  of  his  pulse  and  the  disposition  to  syncope;  his  nose  was  ibto 
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dripping  Blowlf,  Salph.  acid,  dilal.  and  a  loliitioo  of  ralphate  copper  vaa 
directed  to  be  injected  into  the  noae  pro  re  natd,  and  a  pill  of  two  graioi 
■ugaroflead  and  one  fourth  grain  of  opium  gireit  ever^  two  hours,  which  on 
the  4th  succeeded  entire]}^  in  slopping  the  hemorrhage. 

8th  Oct.,  prescribed  friction  with  dry  flannel;  mild  aperient  pilli  when 
necessary;  barks  and  wine,  and  pioperly  regulated  diet;  and  now,  on  the 
20th  OcL  the  boj  is  well,  and  has  but  to  gel  his  flesh  and  tlrengih. 

TJewing  the  progress  of  this  case,  1  am  struck  with  the  emcacyof  the 
*  ■     '  '"  ■  iplete  ■  ■ 


tart.  emet.  treatment ;  and  so  far  as  one  instance  goes,  it  is  a  complel 
nmph  of  the  practice.  It  appears  that  his  systein  did  not  acquire  tolerance 
of  the  medicine  the  two  days  of  its  exhibiiion;  it  vomited  him  once  on  the 
first  day,  and  purged  him  copiously  on  ibe  second,  besides  crealiug  a  slight 

Its  effect  bad  been  snfficienily  talotaty  I  perceived  on  the  ISib,  and  I  gave 
no  more.     I  will  here  quote  a  sentence  from  Laennec  as  apropos : 

"Although  copious  purging  and  frequent  Tomiling  are  by  no  means  de- 
tinble,  on  account  of  the  debility  and  hurtful  irrilalion  o{  the  intestinal 
canal  which  they  may  occasion,  I  have  obtained  remarkable  cure*  in  cases 
io  which  such  evacuations  had  been  very  eonioua."  Tfais,  then,  was  one  of 
the  favourable  cases  which  never  acquired  tolerance  of  the  article,  aud 
where  the  evacuations  were  copious.  The  treatment,  indeed,  snatched  him 
from  the  grave.  I  have  bad  numerous  cases  of  pneumonia  and  pleurisy,  nod 
so  far  Bs  my  experience  and  the  experience  of  other  physicians  with  whom  I 
have  conversed  show,  every  patient,  when  combining  the  symptoms  of  this 
boy's  case  on  the  16tli,  has  died. 

The  wonder  is  now  that  I  never  used  it  before.  I  never  hafe,  nor  has  any 
physician,  to  mv  knowledge,  in  this  section  of  country.  It  would  seem  he 
was  about  to  laae  the  malarious  fever  there  prevailing,  but  his  exposure  on 
the  night  of  the  7lh  Sept.  rendered  the  thoracic  disease  predominant,— in  fact, 
made  his  a  case  of  typhoid  pneumonia.  There  was,  when  I  first  saw  him,  be- 
sides ioQammaiion  ol  the  lungs  and  cerebral  congestion,  considerable  gattric 
irritation:  but  thoracic  and  cerebral  disorder  were  predominant  throughout. 
In  my  view  the  stomach  should  not  he  much  diseased  when  the  tart.  emet. 
is  administered ;  the  irritation  in  this  case  did  not  seem  to  be  so  great  as  to 
forbid  its  use.  The  only  appearance  of  perspiration  from  the  beginning  of 
his  sickness  till  his  recovery  was  on  the  I7ih,  on  the  second  day  of  taking 
the  tart,  emet.,  when  he  was  so  sick,  and  when — I  omiiied  to  state — some 
blood  was  discharged  from  bts  bowels.  Might  not  ibe  blisiera  which  ap- 
peared on  the  20th  be  intended  by  nature  as  a  vicarious  perspiration? — at 
any  rale  they  were  novel  and  unaccountable  to  me.  I  have  been  minute  in 
drawing  up  this  case,  but  if  it  shall  be  the  lueans  of  saving  one  from  the 
grave,  fshall  be  amply  rewarded.  It  is  a  practice  but  little  followed,  I  be- 
lieve, in  the  United  States,  bat  I  trust  it  will  command  more  general  alien- 
tioD  from  phyaiciaos. 

Jambs  H.  Mat. 


Art.  II.— morbus  BRIGHTII. 

CDKladail  riom  pMr*  333. 

We  pass  on  to  the  section  of  M.  Rayer's  commeniary,  in  which  the  rela- 
tion of  tbis  disease  to  other  motbid  stales  of  the  urinary  organs  are  the  sub- 
ject of  inquiry.  The  result  of  his  expeiience  on  this  mailer  is  extremely 
important.  "I  have  already,"  hesavs,  "had  occasion  to  point  out  frequently 
ibe  striking  analogies  between  simple  and^lbuminous  nepbri[is,  The  action 
of  cold  and  damp  produces  both  diseases.  In  the  acute  stage  (with  the  ex- 
ception of  deposition  of  pus,  which  has  either  not  been  obaerved  at  all,  or  at 
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leui  rerf  seldom,  in  Brigbl'a  disviise,)  ibe  Bnatomicat  cbaraeiera  arc  idenii- 
tally  ihe  same,— ihe  injetlioii  of  tho  kidoeyi,  (b»ir  iacteased  size,  yellow 
4iseuloration,  &c.,  are  all  appearances  common  to  both  maladies,  la  ibe 
niosi  adraoced  cbrooir.  stage,  the  lesions  are  so  pteciteljr  similar,  that  ntxt 
it  not  for  seveial  eircumttaQCes  connected  with  the  prt^resa  of  these  iBee- 
lions,  the  absence  ur  presence  of  dropsj,  and  the  coDstanl  or  only  occasional 

Sreience  of  albumen  in  the  urine,  ii  would  be  impossible  to  distinguish  ifatm 
vm  eacb  other."  But,  adds  this  author,  there  ere  strikiog  points  of  di$- 
lioctioD  also  between  ibese  diseases,  the  only  one  cited  being  the  marked 
infloeDce  or  morbid  states  of  tbe  remainder  of  the  nrinaiy  passages  or  simple 
nephritis,  while  these  are  presumed  to  be  without,  or  at  least  to  have  rtrj 
slight,  influence  on  the  albuminous  species.  M.  Solon  considers  simple  oe- 
phritis  distinguishable  from  Bright's  disease  b^  the  absence  ofaderos,  and 
the  presence  of  renal  pain,  nauieSj  and  Tomiting.  But  it  roust  he  remem- 
bered that  Brighl's  disease,  as  admitted  bj  M.  Solon  himself,  is  not  attend- 
ed in  all  cases  with  anasarca,  and  the  symptoms,  mentioned  as  peculiar  to 
simple  nephritis,  decidedly  occur  in  tbe  so-called  albuminous  rarietjr.  Dr. 
Chrisiiaon^s  experience  does  not  allow  him  to  speak  decidedly  on  the  tak- 
ject,  "as  simple  nephritis  is  an  extremely  rare  disease  in  Edinburgh."  In 
Ihe  accuracy  of  the  latter  statement  we  see  no  reason  for  coinciding;  it  it  a 
aoioriooB  fact  that  some  years  since,  before  renal  pathology  bad  excited  the 
attention  it  bas  of  late  done,  tbe  persaasion  of  the  rarity  of  nephritis  was 
nniTcrsal.  We  have  outselres  beard  most  eminent  Parisian  paibologiiti 
affirm  that  Ihey  bad  scarcely  ever  seen  an  example  of  nephritis, — men  who 
now  in  the  short  space  of  a  session  find  abundant  matenals  for  lectures  on 
tbe  disease  among  the  patients  of  a  single  ward.  And  again,  bow  Dr. 
Cbiistiion  managed  to  draw  tbe  inference  from  Bayer's  works  that  that 
pathologist  maintains  atrophy  to  be  peculiar  to  and  distinciiTC  of  ibe  timple 
cbronle  nephritis,  we  are  at  a  loss  to  understand.  So  far  is  this  from  being 
the  truth,  that  Rayer  has  actuallr  figured  fire  examples  of  atropbjr  as  a  de- 
pendence upon  tbe  disease  descrilted  by  Dr.  Bright. 

The  reader  is  most  probably  acquainted  with  the  case  pubtithed  by  tbe 
late  Dr.  Gregory,  (Ed.  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour.,  vol.  xxzTi.  p.  3SS,)  as  eiem- 
plifyingibe  production  ofBrigbt's  disease  under  tbe  influence  of  lilboiony: 
the  kidneys  are  represented  to  have  been  mottled,  and  to  have  contained  ia- 
ternally  a  considerable  quantity  of  granular  matter.  This  is  regarded  by 
M.  Rayer  as  an  example  of  simple  nephritis,  an  affection  of  most  comaiOB 
occarreoce  under  the  circumstances  described  by  Dr.  Gregory:  the  mottled 
appearance  is  quite  as  freqacni  in  tbe  latter  form  of  disease  as  in  "albomi- 
nous  nephritis;"  and  Rayer  is  of  opinion  that  the  granular  matter  lunst  ia 
reality  have  consisted  of  pus  or  plastic  lympb.  Tbe  case  furnishes  >n  ex- 
cellent illustration  of  tbe  necessity  of  minnteness  and  accaracy  of  dciail  ■ 
particularly  wiib  respect  to  subjects  of  novelty.  Albuminoria  after  litho- 
tomy by  no  means  prores  the  existence  of  Brigbt's  disease ;  Rayer  bas  re- 
peatedly discoTered  albumen  and  blood -globules  in  the  urine  of  subjects 
suffering  from  nmpU  nephritis  and  cyilitis  after  that  operation. 

The  correctness  of  Dr.  ChHstison's  diagDOsi*  in  seTcral  of  his  reported 
cases  is  contested,  and  not  without  apparent  foundation,  by  the  French  pt- 
thologist.  We  hare  already  mentioned  that  the  first  case  in  his  work  is 
regarded  by  M.  Rayer  as  an  example  of  simple  nephritis,  with  typhoid 
symptoms;  the  truth  is,  that  renal  patbolt^y  is  so  little  advanced  that  it 
would  be  presumptuous  in  us  to  attempt  to  decide  between  these  discordant 
writers,  at  least  in  respect  of  the  present  question ;  jet  we  may  be  pennti'ed 
to  say,  that  to  our  minds  there  is  an  apriori  force  in  M.  Rayer's  objection, 
from  tne  fact  that  it  is — or  at  least  was  formerly — loo  much  ihe  practice  of 
Edinborgb  to  set  down  as  typhoid  fever  every  inflammatory  affection  attend- 
ed with  typhoid  symptoms.  Dr.  Christison's  third  and  eighteenth  eases  we 
fully  agree  with  Rsyer  in  considering  examples  of  common  inflammation 
aSbcting  the  bladder  and  kidneya,  and  wholly  different  from  Drigbl'i  dia- 
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east.  Ani  in  hit  remark  that  Dr.  Cbrittiaoii  appears  DiBch  too  proD*  to 
infer  the  preseoca  of  granular  disease  from  the  occutrence  of  albaminuiia, 
M.  Rajrei  wiH,  v«  apprehend,  be  joined  br  everr  one  who  impartiallr 
studies  the  work  of  the  former.  Agala,  ibe  Edioburfii  writer's  nineleenlh 
ease  refers  to  a  subject  who  had  abundant  .hemorrhage  from  the  uriaary 
passages  followed  bjr  slbuminnria^  and  is  bv  the  narrator  coniidered  an  ex- 
ample  of  the  special  affeclioa;  whde  bjr  M.  Rajier  it  is  esteemed  aa  unequi- 
vocal inslaaceof  essealial  hematuria.  Dr.  Chrutison  considers  (apparentljr 
on  the  authont]r  of  Martin-Solon)  that  "in  bnmainria  without  granular  dia- 
e  ceases  to  contain  albumen  as  soon  as  it  ceases  to  present  the 


a  haimstuiia  continae  albuminous  for  si 
10  GoQiain  blood -globules,  either  in  suspensiou  or  in  its  sediment. 

M.  Rayer  consider*  diseases  of  ihe  bladder,  prostate,  and  urethra  without 
influence  on  the  developemeot  of  "albumlaoos  nephritis,"  and  has  found 
that  the  latter  affection  rarely  induces  inflBmmation  in  the  pelvis  and  ure- 
ters, and  still  more  rarelf  in  the  bladder.  He  seems  disposed,  howeTer,  to 
admit  that  diabetes  may  hare  some  influence  in  its  production.  Certain  it 
is,  that  saccharine  diabetes  not  Terr  uncommonly  passes  into  dropsy,  with 
albuminous  urine;  but,  though  Dr.  Bardsley  declates  (Cycle,  of  Pnc.  Med., 
Tol.  i.  p.  543,)  be  has  observed  the  lesions  of  Bright's  disease  in  subjects 
dying  with  diabetes,  this  is  not  a  fact  generally  recognised,  sod  H.  Rayer 
reports  a  case  (somewhat  eoairadietory  of  his  opioion  on  this  subject  stated 
in  out  former  notice,)  serriog  to  show  that,  as  has  been  alleged  by  others, 
the  trans  form  at  ion  of  saccharine  into  albuiainous  urine  may  be  a  sign  of 
•amendment ;  if  such  be  its  import,  it  is  difficult  to  suppose  i(  an  effect  of  the 
d  eve  lope  me  nt  of  Bright's  disease. 

The  attention  of  the  observers  of  this  disease  has  been  drawn  to  its  fre- 
quent accompaaiment  by  morbid  states  of  the  heart.  Dr.  Bright  having 
found  sixty-seTen  eases  of  cardiac  affeciiofl  (hypertrophy  with  or  without 
valvular  disease,)  among  one  hnodred  of  the  renal  disorganisation,  infers, 
without  making  any  inquiry  into  their  relative  priority,  that  the  tattei  inva- 
riably acted  as  the  cause  of  the  former:  he  further  undertakes  to  explain 
thsit  mode  of  conoecilon, — "either  the  altered  quality  of  the  blood  affords 
irregular  and  unnooied  stimulus  to  the  organ  imroedistely,  or  it  so  affects 
the  minute  and  capillary  circulation  as  to  render  greater  action  necessary  to 
force  the  blood  through  the  distant  subdivisions  of  the  vascular  system," — 
hence,  it  is  presnmed,  the  occurrence  of  hypeitrophy:  we  are  not  informed 


how  Dr.  Bright  baa  ascertained  that  morbid  states  of  the  blood  produce  ne- 
cessarily the  alleged  effects,  and  it  is  obvious  tbat  affeclioas  of  Ihe  valvea 
are  ia  ihis  theory  left  altogether  unexplained.  Dr.  Chrisiison  does  not  ex- 
press himself  very  clearly  or  decisively  as  to  the  relallon  of  the  two  atalei 
of  disease,  but  does  not  adopt  the  cnrioua  conclusion  tbat  the  cardiac  are 
always  secondary  to  the  lenal  changes.  M.  Rayer  infers  fiom  his  own  ex- 
perience that  ins  very  few  cases  indeed  are  [he  lesions  of  the  heart  an  effect 
of  those  of  the  kidneys;  he  believes  that  Bright's  disease  is,  on  the  contrary, 
very  frequently  produced  by  that  of  the  central  organ  of  the  citcnlalion,  aoti 
haa  observed  slight  albuminuria,  in  subjects  affected  with  hypcrliophy  or 
valvular  lesions,  gradually  become  iutensely  marked  and  atleoded  with  the 
most  distinct  evidences  of  the  special  renal  affection.  He  adds,  that  albo- 
minuria,  exiaiiag  in  subjects  labouring  under  diseaae  of  the  heart  or  large 
vesselx,  with  orjvithouL  dropsy,  is  not  pathognomic  of  Bright's  disease; 
tbat,  according  to  his  experience,  the  urine  of  such  patients  may  contain 
albumen,  either  from  the  kidneys  becoming  simply  hypersmic,  oi  without 
their  undergoing  any  apparent  change  whaisoever, — thus  confirming  the 
original  statement  of  Dr.  Darwall.  He  has  even  observed  two  esses  of 
chronic  pericarditis  aiteoded  with  diiehatga  of  albuminous  urine  towards 
the  close  of  life,  the  kidneys  appearing  on  disaeciion  simply  congested;  tod 
affirm*  that  the  derangement  of  tha  circulation  consequeoi  on  endocarditis 
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maj  cauM  the  escape  of  albumea  with  the  nriae  in  casei  where  no  icd*! 
leiion  of  anv  kind  ezista.'  in  these  iDttances,  (be  high  specific  graril;  of 
the  fluid.  Bad  the  lari^er  nroponioa  of  lithates  and  of  urea  therein  cootaintd, 
inted  out  as  peculiarities  wbicti  dJsiiiiguisb  it  from  the  eicreiioo  in 
d  chronic  cases  of  ihe  renal  disease. 

All  these  writers  coincide  in  tbeir  siBiemeDis  respecting  the  eitreme  fre- 
quency of  bronchitis  aa  a  secondary  disease.  M.  Rayer  observed  it  in  sercD 
eighths  of  his  cases.  It  ia  lomeiimes  attended  wiib  very  copious  secretion 
(broQchorrhoea),  and  may  coexist  with  vesicular  ecaphysetna,  and  lead  lo 
pulmoaary  ixdeiiia,  or,  it  is  affirmed,  lobular  pneumoaia.  Dr.  Bright  fonad 
"recent  or  old  traces"  of  pneunrtonia  in  one  ninth  of  hia  fatal  eases;  Dr. 
Christison  has  only  observed  this  complication  in  two  instances  ;  M.  Rayer 
in  at  least  one  tnelfib  of  his  patients.  Reviewing  the  experience  of  the 
four  writers,  it  appears  that  pleurisy — exclusive  of  cases  in  which  it  eti' 
denlly  depeaded  oq  pulmonary  tubercles  ot  pneumooia — is  ao  affection  of 
rare  occurrence  in  Ihe  coune  of  Bright's  disease,  although  the  original  de- 
scriber  of  the  latter  affection  has  maintained  a  somewhat  different  opinioa. 
The  eiistence  of  old  pleuritic  adhesions  does  not  appear  to  have  been  more 
common  than  in  subjects  dying  of  all  diseases  indiscriminately,  with  the 
exception  of  phthisis.  Both  Dr.  Bright  and  M.  Rayer  point  oat  the  extreme 
frequency  of  pulmonary  (Edema ;  both  have  observed  it  io  one  third  of  fatal 
cases.  But  their  experience  differs  respecting  tbe  connection  of  pbihisi*  and 
the  renal  disease.  Dr.  Bright  having  ratery  found  them  coexistent,  and 
having  noticed  )hat  in  some  cases  tubercnlous  disorganisation  appeared  "to 
have  made  a  certain  inroad  upon  the  upper  lobes,  and  then  to  have  sunk  ioto 
a  state  of  quiescence,  or  entirely  subsided,"  is  inclined  to  the  persuasioo 
"that  so  far  from  these  diseases  being  atiociated,  the  condition  of  the  body 
in  this  form  of  renal  disease  is  unfavourable  to  the  existence  of  phtbisii." 
M.  Martin-Solon  adopts  a  similar  notion.  Dr.  Christison,  on  tbe  contrary, 
maintains  that  Ihe  renal  affection  sometimes  occurs  as  a  secondary  disease 
in  the  course  of  phthisis;  and  M.  Rayer  advocates  the  same  opinion,  on  (be 
ground  of  hia  having  observed  every  torra  of  the  disease — in  many  instaaces 
sDCcessively  developed  in  the  hospital — eoeiistiog  with  polmonaty  tuberca- 
lisatinn,  manifestly  of  prior  developemenl.  He  has  also  observed  a  censia 
number  of  cases  in  which  pulmnnary  cousumption  appears  to  have  arisen 
from  the  deterioration  of  constitution  induced  by  Brignt's  disease. 

"With  regard  to  the  liver  and  abdominal  viscera  generally,"  remarks  Dr. 
Bright,  "as  compared  with  the  heait  and  lungs,  a  very  great  immunity  from 
structural  disease  is  to  be  observed."  In  tbe  tabular  view  of  one  hundred 
cases  drawn  up  by  this  author,  tbe  liver  is  stated  to  have  been  healthy  in 
forty  cases,  and  in  thirty-two  others  there  was  merely  a  mottled  appearance, 
arismg  probably  from  disturbed  circulation  in  articulo  mortis;  in  eighteen 
only  were  there  marks.of  conGrmed  disease.  Now,  as  the  subjects  oC  these 
cases  were,  in  the  great  majority  of  instaaces,  any  thing  but  sober  persons, 
we  have  here  an  argument  of  no  mean  force  against  the  prevalent  coateo- 
tionalism  respecting  the  direct  influence  of  intemperance  on  the  liver,— in 
influence  the  amount  of  which  has,  beyond  tbe  shadow  of  a  doubt,  been 
monstrously  exaggerated*  This  result  is  the  more  important,  as  Dr.  Christi- 

■  A*  mentioned  in  our  previous  irlicle.  Dr.  ChrUtisoD  in  his  plaidiD(a  for  the  di>(- 
nottie  imporlinea  of  ilbaminuria,  throws  out  doubti  of  the  efficient  infariiialioD  of  I'" 
ubMrveri  wlio  prafeiied  that  cardiac  dueste  miKht  induce  this  lyniploa].  Hs  wouUI 
himieir,  we  doubt  not,  be  now  ditinclincd  to  piiih  thie  srgumcnt,  si  Dr.  Caiiwell  b" 
meinitliilo  published  an  indubitable  example  of  the  fact  in  the  Lancelj  and  M.  ^'l*^ 
reporia  at  lenglli  the  delaila  of  a  aimilar  cite,  in  a  chapter  headed  "  AlbuRiinoiu  Nb 
phrilia  almiialcd  by  Diaeaae  ofthe  Heart." 

•  The  palmy  days  of  liver  pathology  are  happily  gone  bj, — yet  how  many  vielima 
do  we  still  aeo  lalivaled  almoat  nnto  the  death  for  "  obalmate  bepitic  inflamnialion, 
aHnming  Ihe  cnrioua  shape  of  pleurisy, — hoiv  many  lobercalons  subjects  with  mndar- 
■■B  pleoritio  pains  are  aasurad  that  "  congeation  aboal  Ihe  liver"  ia  the  only  obalsda  t* 
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BOD  lalhs  of  conjunction  of  hepatic  and  renal  diteate  being  easily  undei- 
Kiood,  because  botb  are  amoo^  "the  infirmilies  of  the  contlitnlion  ofinlem- 
peranct."  AH  species  of  lesion  appear  to  be  discoveted  indiSerenuf  in  ibe 
liver  in  these  caaes;  it  occasionally  contains  granular  matter,  assioiilated 
boib  by  MM.  Rayer  and  Christison  to  thai  developed  in  ilie  kidneys. 

The  lesions  obserred  in  the  other  abdomiiial  viscera  and  in  the  intestinal 
cnnal  need  not  delay  us, — a  word,  however,  on  one  of  the  effects  of  these, 
diarrhraa.  Dr.  Chtisiison,  speaking  of  the  frequency  of  this  symptom  among 
the  Edinburgh  sufferer:)  from  Bright'a  disease,  wishes  to  impress  bis  readers 
with  ihc  belief  that  diarrbiEa  is  comparatively  a  rare  secondary  afiecrton  in 
other  cities  where  "the  habitude*  of  granular  disease"  bare  been  made  the 
subject  of  observation.  He  is  infornied  by  Dr.  Bright  that  it  "has  never 
particularly  allracled  his  notice  in  London,"  and  assured  by  MM.  Andral 
and  Louis  that  in  Paris  aSeciinns  of  the  bowels  are  not  common.  The 
alleged  information  from  Dr.  Bright  is  not  easily  reconcilable  with  the  dis- 
tinct written  statement  by  this  writer,  that  "diarrhsa  has  carried  off  several 
patients,  (Guy's  Reports,  No.  ii.,  p.  339);  and  as  regards  Paris,  the  expe- 
rience of  M,  Raver  must  be  admitted  to  be  more  decisive  on  a  question  of 
the  present  kind  than  even  that  of  the  eminent  persons  just  named  ;  (it  is 
besides  not  treating  them  fairly  to  lake  the  statement  bere  attributed  to  them 
on  pied  de  la  leltre,  as  misapprehension  may  easily  arise  in  the  verbal  trans- 
mission of  opinion);  now,  M.  Rayer  has  observed  diarrhcea  in  "upwards  of 
half  his  patients,"— a  dianhcea  remarkable  for  its  intractability,  and  for  its 
never  lessening,  no  matter  how  violent  it  becomes,  the  amount  of  dropsical 
effusion ; — far  from  this,  the  latter  seems  sometimes  to  increase  pari  paean 
wilh  the  former. 

"  Drowsiness  and  torpor  are  common  symptoms  throughout  the  whole  dis- 
ease from  Grst  to  last,"  and  so  frequent  are  affections  nf  the  bead,  "more  nr 
less  allied  to  apoplexy,"  of  which  death  by  coma  seems  the  natural  termina- 
tion, unless  life  be  cut  short  by  some  other  incidental  cause,  that  "ii  appears 
not  quite  correct  to  consider  these  affections  as  secondary."  Does  Dr.  Cbris- 
tison  here  mean  to  affiim  thai  such  affections  are  more  common  than  ana- 
sarca, which  he  unhesitatingly  ranks  with  ibis  category?  The  mode  of 
progression  of  the  torpid  state  which  merges  in  irrecoverable  coma,  and 
pioves  the  immediate  cause  of  death  io  many  cases,  is  sufficiently  well 
known.  Dr.  Chrisitson,  however,  in  affirming  without  qualification  thai 
"this  secondary  affection  may  occur  in  the  very  earliest  stage,''  broaches 
an  opinion  of  debateable  accuracy.  At  least  M.  Rayet  has  found  this  of 
singularly  rare  occurrence,  except  in  cases  where  ihe  disease  follows  scar- 
latina. Dr.  C.  has  attentively  studied  the  relation  of  the  state  of  the  urinary 
secretion  to  the  cerebral  symptoms,  and  though  he  admits  the  general  cor- 
rectness of  the  common  belief  respecting  the  dependence  of  the  latter  on 
suppression  oi  extreme  diminution  of  the  former,  vet  he  shows  clearly  that 
this  is  not  an  invariable  fact:  "I  have  known,"  ne  observes,  "coma  form 
and  prove  speedily  fatal,  when  thirty  ounces  of  urine  were  discharged  daily 
Dp  10  the  lime  of  death;  and  in  case  No.  3,  the  patient  passed  no  more  than 
two  ounces  of  light  urine  daily  for  nine  days  before  death,  yet  he  remained 
sensible  to  the  very  last  moment  of  his  existence."  He  hat  also  found  that 
coma  is  not  necessarily  connected  with  the  extent  or  increase  of  dropsical 
effusion.  In  many  cases  terminating  fatally  in  this  manner,  the  brain  and 
meninges,  it  is  attirmed,  present  no  trace  of  lesion, — a  position  which  re- 
quires the  confirmation  of  nuraeroQs  and  very  minutely  detailed  cases  before 
its  precise  truth  can  be  admitted.'    Dr.  Osburne  speaks  of  arachnitis  as  a 

their  enjoyment  of  health, — hoif  often  ii  gastric  cincer  modllied  into  "  miichief  going 
on  in  the  liver," — and  how  cnaily  might  inslnnces  be  mnltiplitd  in  which  Ibia/OMort^ 
organ  Tormi  Ihi  any  refairB  of  ntolid  cupidity. 

■  or  cDune  WB  regird  as  jntn  nonentities  dtea  in  which  the  reader  is  obllgw)  to 
content  hinMelf  with  Ihe  laconic  atatemeDt — "brain  bealtby." 
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common  ipeciei  or  diieua  gader  these  circgin>uiic« ;  and  Rayer  of  tob- 
uaehnoid  *eroua  iofillritioD  ■■  the  Imjod  most  commoolv  ditcovered,  •1m^ 
with  occatioDal  supcrabundaDce  of  fluid  in  ibe  v^nnicles:  from  ihe  fluid 
Dr.  Barlow  baa  obiained  urea.  Hemoirbsge  inio  the  atibatBDce  of  ibe  braia, 
iolo  the  Tentricles,  ot  Ihe  cavity  of  the  arachnoid,  have  been  noted  by  Dr. 
Brigbt;  but,  oa  the  whole,  leaiont  of  thi*  latter  kiad  are  so  exceedingly 
rare,  that  M.  Rayet  ia  perhapa  jualiGed  in  doubtiag  that  there  ia  any  real 
dependence  between  the  two  ataCea.  The  same  mUal,  d  fortiori,  be  aaid  of 
the  "motbid  lurooora"  discoreied  in  the  brain  of  one  of  Dr.  Cbiittiaoo'i 


paiieaia,  but  respeclinE  the  nature  of  which  "morbid  lumoura"  the  deiaili, 
or  rather  the  want  of  details,  giten  by  the  author,  scarcely  peimit  even  a 
guess. 

M.  Rayer  has  observed  several  examples  of  Bright's  disease  as  the  appa- 
rent effect  of  pregaaacy.  Some  of  these  cases  were  remarkable  for  the 
facililf  with  whicn  the  disease  yielded  after  delivery  to  very  simple  tieal- 
raent.  In  certain  instances  where  Ibe  disease  preceded,  or  was  developed 
at  an  early  period  of  pregnancy,  it  evidenily  interfered  with  the  evolution 
of  the  ovnm,  and  in  cases  published  both  by  M.  Mariin-Solon  and  himself 
led  to  fatal  abortion. 

A  very  lengthy  chapter  is  contributed  by  M.  Rayer  on  the  connection  of 
"albuminous  nephritis"  and  cutaneous  diseases,  of  which  the  portion  referring 
to  (carlalioa  is  alone  really  interesting.  And  jo  this,  rendered  heavy  by  need- 
less prolixity,  little  is  added  to  previous  knowledge  i  even  upon  the  most 
debateable  point  connected  with  the  subject — the  anatomical  condition  of 
ihe  kidnejrg  in  patients  suffering  after  that  exaDtbema  from  anasHTca  and 
albominuria — it  supplies  no  original  infoimation ;  tbe  latter  omission  appears 
to  have  arisen  from  a  fortunate  cause,  the  mildness  of  ihe  affection  at  Paris. 
Yet  it  is  fair  to  add  thai,  by  collecting  the  facts  scattered  through  periodical 
and  other  works,  M.  Rayer  has  placed  the  realiiy  of  the  occurrence  of  the 
successive  stages  of  Bright's  disease,  under  these  circumatances,  in  a  very 
clear  point  of  view.  The  eiislence  of  dropsy,  fever,  and  the  presence  of 
blood  and  albumen  to  the  arine,  which  fluid  is  dimioished  in  tjuaoiiiy  and 
of  low  specific  gravity,  are  the  only  safa  siKns  of  Blight's  disease  under 
these  circumstances.  Dropsy  succeeding  scarlatina  by  no  means  positively 
announces  renal  disoider;  besides  the  possibility  of  its  depending  on  disease 
of  the  heart  or  great  vessels,  general  dropsy,  onaiteaded  with  coagulability 
of  the  urine,  has  been  known  to  follow  scarfatins,  and  uoihing  authorises  us 
in  ascribing  such  affection  to  a  lesioo  of  the  kidneys,— a  fact  adverted  to  by 
Dr.  Christison  also  in  the  sanie  strain. 

Tbe  experience  of  M.  Rayer  confirms  the  opioioos  of  Drs.  Hamilton  end 
Christison  respecting  the  influence  of  a  scrofulous  habit  on  tbe  derelopement 
of  the  disease.  A  case  is  related  by  the  French  writer,  in  which  the  utine, 
though  slronj^ly  albuminous,  contained  a  large  proportion  of  lithlc  saltsj 
either  tbe  patient,  in  this  instance,  was  affected  with  renal  disease  or  not, 
(she  left  tbe  hospital  soon  al^er  her  admission);  but  on  either  aupposiiion, 
the  constitution  of  her  urine  was  remarkable ;  if  abe  were  not  thus  affected, 
bjr  Ut  abundant  impregoalion  with  albumen;  if  she  were,  by  its  full  provi- 
aion  of  urates.  M.  Rayer  fanciea  that  in  ibis,  and  in  some  other  similsr 
cases,  the  proportion  of  liihateg  was  ioBuenced  by  the  scrofulous  habit  of  the 
patient. 

From  an  examination  of  the  cases  published  by  Blackball,  Scudamore, 
and  Bright,  exemplifyiag  the  occurrence  of  albummuria  in  gout,  M.  Rayer 
concludes  that  in  some  cases  this  phenomenon  depends  on  the  coexistence 
of  Brigbi's  disease,  that  in  others  its  cause  is  unknown,  but  may  possibly  bo 
"  concomilant  disease  of  the  heart,  or  a  modification  of  diabetea." 

The  duration  of  the  cbrooic  form  of  Bright's  disease  it  exceedingly  ^^"' 
able,  and  indeed  defies  exact  calculation.  In  the  first  place,  we  can  rarelf 
feel  satisfied  of  tbe  accuracy  of  paiienta  in  their  stsurance  ihat  these  syiop' 
toms  commenced  at  this  or  that  period,— not  to  speak  of  the  unccrtsiDlf  af 
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eTen  after  the  fufierer  I ,  . 

rior  duralioD  of  the  diseaae  be  predicted  wilh  ctcd  lolerable  ceitaioiy;  if  ihe 
pieMDce  of  albumen  in  ihe  uiioe  hB?e  been  atcertaiped,  ihit  throws  no  light 
on  Ihe  penod  when  dropiy  maf  gupervene;  nor  does  the  ealablishmeDt  of 
aoBMrca  make  the  problem  of  ulterior  duration  of  eatier  tolutioii. 

Authors  appear  to  ba*e  etlahliihed,  much  to  their  own  Mtiafactioo,  the 
etiology  of  lue  diieaia.  The  ezpoauTe  of  the  body  lo  suddro  cbangea  of 
temperature,  and  especially  to  the  simDitaoeout  action  of  cold  and  damp,  it 
■et  fbcth  as  the  most  common  cause  of  the  disorder,  and  as  being  particu' 
larly  evident  after  scarlatina.  K,  however,  this  be  the  fact  in  acute  casea-- 
and  we  are  not  disposed  to  contest  this— it  may  be  doubted  in  tespect  of  the 
chronic  order.  We  have  not  only  no  hesitation  in  affirming  with  Dr.  Cbtii- 
tisoo  that,  "since  in  tbe  generality  of  cases  the  diiotder  eslablishei  itself 
silently  and  very  gradaally,  its  eiciiiog  cause  must  obviously  prove  for  the 
most  pan  inappreciable;"  but  we  cannot  help  feeling  persuaded  that  had  he 
observed  the  caution,  which  he  well  stalea  to  be  requisite,  in  taking  foe 
granted  the  reference  often  made  by  patients  of  their  illnesses  to  cold,  he 
would  be  disposed  to  admit,  even  more  fully  than  he  has  done,  our  utter 

lorance  of  the  exciting  causes  of  the  disease.  However,  quHsi-staiisiical 
Jact*  are  adduced  by  M.  Rayer  and  others  to  support  the  current  opinion;— 
he  enumerates  a  bead  of  trades,  the  followers  of  which,  be  alleges,  are  more 
irone  to  the  disease  than  other  persons.  But  in  the  first  place,  he  seems  to 
rve  collected  under  this  host  of  trades,  peculiarly  exposing  their  followers 
..  cold  and  damp,  the  most  numerously  peopled  artisansbips  of  Paris; — if 
they  are  stronger  in  numerical  force,  of  course,  in  the  naiaral  course  of 
tbiiiKS,  they  should  furalsh  the  largest  quota  of  the  disease  ia  question. 

Dr.  Chrislison  finds  "the  constitution  of  intemperance"  a  most  important 

ftedisposing  cause  of  the  disease,  and  makes  a  nice  distinclion  of  tbe  spirit- 
ibbers  into  those  who  are  habitual  drunkards,  and  those  who  constanUy 
indulge  lo  a  large  amount,  yet  never  enjoy  ihemselrea  so  fully  as  lo  lose 
their  perpendicular  in  consequence.  Bui  where  is  the  proof  that  the  persona 
belonging  to  either  of  these  distioguished  classes  of  society  furnish  the  chief 
share  of  patients  lahonriog  under  thia  rennl  disease?  Has  Dr.  Chrislison, 
■fier  carefully  ascertaining  the  proportion  of  drunkards  lo  sober  persons  sup- 
plying the  inmates  of  the  Edinburgh  Infirmary,  then  compared  Ihe  amount 
of  renal  disease  furnished  by  each,  and  found  ihe  drunkards  in  a  large  ma- 
joTilyl  He  dreams  of  nothing  of  Ine  kind, — and  hence  his  inference  on  tbe 
subject  is,  to  say  the  least,  utterly  valueless  in  a  scientiGc  point  of  view; 
more  especially  as,  unfortunately  for  the  moral  slate  of  the  lower  orders  of 
the  town  population  of  these  islands,  there  are  few  among  them  who  would 
'  '  ank  in  one  or  other  of  Dr.  Christiaon's  divisions.  The  curious  la 
s  will  find  much  more  to  gratify  their  propensity  in  the  volumes 
;  but  we  believe  we  shall  have  the  sagei  portion  of  the  profession 
with  us  when  we  affirm  ihat  nothing  of  an  accurate  kind  is  known  on  the 
subject,— and  that  so  it  must  remain  until  it  he  sludied  on  very  different 
principles  from  those  followed  by  the  ordinary  constructors  of  etiological 
chaplers. 

The  diagnosis  of  the  disease  neit  claims  our  atlenlion.  On  a  former 
occasion  we  entered  very  Tally  into  the  existing  state  of  knowledge  respect- 
ing the  causes  of  albuminuria,  and  showed  from  the  experience  of  the  most 
eminent  obsctTers  tbe  extreme  error  of  the  notion— unfortunaiely  even  iiill 
loo  prevalent — that  the  mere  presence  of  albumen  in  the  renal  secretion 
announces  special  disease  of  the  kidneys.  We  shall  now  proceed  lo  the 
examination  of  another  point,  namely,  whether  the  amount  or  persistence  nf 
this  impregnation  is  characteristic  of  this  particular  disorder,  and  what  other 
qualities  of  that  Quid  may  be  thus  characteristic.  But  first  we  must  advert 
lo  B  portion  of  Dr.  Brighl's  most  recent  publication  intimately  connected 
with  this  subject.  The  chief  motive  of  Dr.  Bright  in  favouiing  the  profesaion 
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with  this  new  coromaDication  was  "to  fomish  himaeir  with  ao  onpor- 
tuoitf  of  ezplaining  bis  views  on  one  ioiporiaot  paini  cooneeied  with  tke 
disease  BitpndiDg  albuminous  urine,  in  reference  to  which  he  has  been  aio- 
gularly  misundcrsiooil."  The  presumed  misconception  under  which  Dr. 
Bright  apprehead;  he  has  suflered  is,  ibai  he  maintains  (be  occurrence  or 
albuminous  urine  lo  be  always  and  necessarily  connected  wilh  "that  or- 
ganic dieease  which  in  its  various  shapes  and  modilicalions  has  been  so  rulljr 
desctibed."  The  learned  writer  then  proceeds  to  quote  from  his  prerioua 
writings  passages  showing  Ihat  he  conceived  the  funclioDal,  preceding  the 
organic  changes,  lo  be  productive  in  some  cases  of  ibe  morbid  coodilion  of 
the  urine  in  question.  For  our  parts,  we  never  cnieriained  (he  opinion  re- 
specting Dr.  Brighi's  notions  which  he  is  here  so  anxious  to  disclaim;  but 
we  did  believe  him  to  suppose  that  some  condition,  whether  funcliona!  or 
organic,  connected  with  ifie  disease  he  has  described,  is  the  sole  cause  of 
albuminous  impregnation,— and  that  be  does  even  still  maintain  this,  ap- 
pears clearly  from  the  passages  jusi  cited,  We  would  point  out,  too,  ifce 
curious  fact,  thai  in  ihe  fxpressioa  "the  disease  attending  albuminous  urine," 
Dr.  Bright  ai>pears  to  make  the  latter  the  cause  of  the  former. 

In  the  majority  of  cases,  abundant  and  persisleot  impregnation  of  the 
urine  with  albunien  is  indicative  of  the  preseoce  of  Brighi's  disease;  but 
Dr.  Morrison's  case,  formerly  referred  to,  even  if  no  other  of  the  kind  had 
been  met  with,  would  suffice  lo  prove  that  such  abundance  is  not  a  pathog- 
nomic sign.  There  are  lew  cases,  however,  in  which,  if  10  such  impregna- 
tion be  joined  deGcieacy  of  saline  consiituenia  and  low  specific  gravity,  the 
observer  may  not  with  confidence  diagnosticate  Bright's  disease.  Dr.  Chris- 
tison,  though  in  the  following  brief  summary  showing  how  useful  the  cha- 
racters of  the  urine  may  become  in  this  respect,  wisely  cautions  the  practi- 
tioner against  trusting  to  these  alone,  when  he  has  it  in  bis  power  lo  obiain 
additiooal  information  from  other  local  and  general  signs,  the  secondary 
affections,  ■fee.  It  will  be  perceived  that  in  these  propositions  Dr.  Christison 
again  exhibits  the  peculiarity  of  his  opinions  respecting  some  points  already 
referred  lo. 

" ).  When  the  disease  has  continued  for  a  short  time  with  acute  symp- 
toms, the  characters  of  the  urine— namely,  a  somewhat  redoced  density,  a 
diminished  amount  of  dally  discharge  of  solids,  and  high  coagulabilily — are 
invariable,  and  do  not  occur  conjunctly,  so  far  as  is  yet  bnown,  in  any  other 
disorder.  S.  There  is  a  very  common  conjunction  of  characters  in  the  ad- 
vanced stage,  which  has  seemed  to  me  never  to  occur  in  any  other  malady, 
namely,  a^reat  reduction  of  density,  some  diminution  of  quantity,  much  dimi- 
nution ofthe  daily  discharge  ol  solids,  and  slight  coagulability.  3.  Another 
coojunclion,  not  less  characteristic,  perhaps,  is  great  reduction  of  density, 
slight  coagulability,  and  a  great  increase  in  quantity,  consequently  with  little 
or  no  diminution  of  the  daily  discharge  of  solids.  4.  I  have  never  in  aoy 
circnmsiance,  except  in  the  advanced  stage  of  granular  disorganisation  of 
the  kidneys,  met  wilh  urine  about  the  oatursl  standard   in  quaniity,  of  the 


very  tow  density  of  1006  or  1008,  consequently  defective  materially  in  the 
daily  discharge  of  solids,  almost  colourless,  or  cherry-red,  or  smoke-brow 
raoge-yelTow,  and  obscured   by  opalescent  muddiness,  which  does  n 


disappear  under  resi  or  gentle  heat — even  though  not  coagulable.  5.  Though 
not  absolutely  prepared  to  stale  the  same  proposition  wbere  the  quantity  of 
urine  is  superabundant,  and  its  other  qualities  such  as  those  last  described, 
1  am  inclined  lo  think  this  condition  also  characteristic."    (p.  56.) 

The  supervention  of  anasarca  gives  great  additional  certainty  to  the  diag- 
nosis: Dr.  Christison  supposes  (hat  the  characlers  of  this  anasarca  will  in 
themselves  sometimes  suffice  for  its  establishment  He  has  not  for  nine 
year.i  (ihe  number  of  cases  observed  would  have  been  a  beiier  criterion  of 
the  value  of  the  statement,)  met  with  a  single  case  of  inflammatory  dropsy 
where  there  were  not  unequivocal  signs  of  the  kidners  being  diseased :  be 
admits,  however,  that  there  may,  as  before  intimated,  ne  aome  doubt  whelher 
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this  is  the  Tact  in  cases  of  dropsy  eoDsequcDt  on  sfarlatioa.  A  cbaracler 
fteqaenily  observed  in  rhecEderoa  cfepeDdiagou  ibe  reaal  disease  is,  ibat  ib« 
)Mrt  does  Dot  pit  on  pressure:  Dr.  Cbrislison  considers  ibis  peculiar  to  it. 
Again,  "all  dropsies  where  the  urine  is  steadily  above  the  healrhy  siaodard 
in  point  of  quaaiity  occur,"  accordiog  to  this  author,  "in  cODoeciion  with 
^nular  kidney,  except  in  the  instance  of  dropsv  attending  the  advanced 
sti^F  of  saccharine  diabetes."  He  is  also  ioclioed  lo  thiok,  ibough  on  (bis 
point  not  prepared  to  speilc  with  confidence,  "that  sll  dropsies  where  the 
urine  not  beinji  above  the  healiby  standard  in  iiuautity,  is  also  below  1010 
in  density,  are  connected  with  granular  disorganisation  of  ihe  kidneys, 
vhetber  the  urine  he  albuminous  or  not." 

In  the  acDte  stage  of  firight's  disease,  when  the  mine  is  bjoodj^  and  alba- 
mioous,  and  dropsy  has  not  yet  appeared,  the  case  might  be  mistaken  for 
essential  hasraatuna,  or  that  occurring  in  hemorrhagic  purpura,  or  vice  versA; 
but  in  the  latter,  blood  is  voided  in  large  quantities  and  in  clots ;  one  of  tbe 
renal  regions  is  commonly  more  painruj  than  the  other,  and  the  qualities  of 
the  urine  usually  change  in  the  course  of  twenty-four  hours.  Of  the  pre- 
sumed distinction  respectine  transmutation  into  albuminuria,  we  have  already 
staled  the  inaccuracy.  We  can  add  little  lo  our  previous  staiemeni  of  the 
difficulties  attendiDg  tbe  disiiatH'ioo  of  the  incipient  stageofBright'g  disease; 
if  dropsy  be  present,  the  ewe  is  clearly  of  the  latter  description;  if  tbis  be 
abseot,  the  diagnosis  seems,  except  under  particular  circumsiancrs,  to  be  in 
the  present  slate  of  knowledge  impossible.  The  passive  renal  byperKmia 
attending  diseases  of  the  heart  is  oftentimes  with  difficulty  disiinguished 
from  the  renal  disorgauisalioni  for  although  the  albuminous  urine  of  the 
former  is  generally  of  healthy  specific  graviiy,  and  contains  the  normal 
BiDDunt  of  solids,  yet  it  is  occasionally  much  less  dense  than  in  health. 
Under  the  latter  circumstances  M.  Rayer  confesses  that  it  ia  impossible  to 
determine  whether  the  dropsy  and  albuminuria  depend  on  the  caidiac  ma- 
lady alone,  or  on  superadded  renal  disease.  The  cedema  depending  on  the 
morbid  slates  of  the  heart  usually  commeoces  with  the  ankles,  and  even 
vbeo  advanced  it  diminished  by  the  horizoatal  posture:  that  occurring  dur- 
ing the  disease  of  the  kidneys  frequently  eihibits  itself  first  about  tbe  face, 
and  is  little  benefitted  by  the  recumbent  posture.  On  the  distinctive  marks 
of  encepbaloid  and  tubercle  of  the  kidney  M.  Rayer  has  not  yet  spoken. 

A  few  words  may  here  be  appropiiately  introduced  relative  lo  the  pre- 
samed  frequency  of  the  disease.  Those  who  have  written  most  enthusiasti- 
cally on  the  subject  seem  to  us  to  have  exaggerated  ihis  most  remarkably, 
or  at  least,  beyond  all  question,  to  have  drawn  their  inferences  fiom  incor- 
rect data.  Take  for  example  Dr.  Bright,  who,  in  older  to  ascertain  its  fre- 
qiiency,  "insiituied  a  series  of  experiments,  by  taking  the  patients  promis- 
eoously  as  they  lay  ia  the  wards,  and  trying  the  effects  of  best  upoo  the 
urine  of  each,  and  at  the  same  lime  employing  occasionally  other  reagents." 
We  need  only  refer  the  reader  to  the  laole  given  in  our  former  article  of  the 
causes  of  albuminuria,  and  to  what  has  been  said  in  the  foregoing  pages,  to 
convince  him  of  the  insufficiency  of  this  sign  as  evidence  of  tbe  presence  of 
the  disease,  more  especially  when,  as  appears  to  have  been  the  case  with 
Dr.  Bright't  experiments,  the  specific  gravity  of  the  urine  was  not  examined. 
Need  we  wonder  that  be  found  the  pioportion  of  persons  labouring  under  the 
disease  he  faas  described  "at  least  one  in  six,  if  not  in  fourT'  And  here  it 
the  calculatioD  referred  to  with  commendation  by  Dr.  ChristisoD  (Pref.,  p. 
9,) — by  Dr.  Christison  who  elsewhere  rejects,  ss  an  nnfair  interpretation  of 
bis  opinions,  tbe  notion  thai  albuminuria  is  palhc^nomic  of  the  disease. 

In  a  chapter  entitled  Pathogenesis,  wherein  M.  Solon  endeavours  to  trace 
the  mode  of  formation  of  the  morbid  changes  of  tbe  kidney,  this  observer 
states  his  belief  tbsl  Bright's  granulations  are  a  product  ol  inteisiiiial  ex- 
halation, and  nol  a  degeneration.  Valentin's  conclusion  on  Ibis  point,  drawn 
from  the  microscopical  examination  of  the  kidneys  of  a  child  id  which  the 
ooilieal  subttanca  was  of  yellow  coIodt,  and  tbe  external  surface  ptes«Dled 
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ipoti  of  ash-grar  tiat,  li  of  a  very  diflerent  kind.  This  microlosiit  foond 
the  urinifeious  daci*  and  the  subetance  separatiag  ihem  perfeeily  Dormtl, 
and  aseeruined  'ibat  tbe  vcHels  prcieoled  do  unusual  appearaace  eiiher  in 
respect  of  iheir  diaroeier  or  ditiTiODtion, — in  fact,  ibat  (be  renal  tisiae  pos- 
sessed ils  healihr  characters.  The  ydlow  discoloialion  appeared  produced 
by  a  quatiilf  of  matter  of  that  colour  filling  tiie  ducts  of  ibe  cortical  sub- 
alBQce,  and  composed  of  small  iraDalated  patches,  of  irregular  and  variable 
shape,  and  of  yellow  roundish  globules.  The  tubnii  of  the  tubular  substance 
coDtained  matter  of  tbe  same  kind,  but  Id  much  less  quantity.  From  these 
observations  Valentin  infers  thai  tne  disease  does  not  affect  the  tissue  of  tbe 
kidney,  that  this  is  in  truth  uochanged,  and  merely  the  receptacle  of  urine 
of  modified  propetlies:  and  hence  that  the  albuminous  state  of  the  urine  is 
in  reality  the  cause  of  the  deceptive  appearaDce  of  disease  in  the  renal  tissoe, 
instead  of  being  the  effect  of  renal  digorgaaisation;  he  further  infers  thata 
morbid  change  ol  the  blood  leads  to  that  of  the  urine.  Whatever  confidence 
the  name  of  Valeatia  may  warrant  in  the  accuracy  of  this  description,  the 
reader  will  not  forget  that  it  is  derived  from  a  single  observation  oione  form 
only  of  the  disease,  and  therefore  decidedly  requires  eoofirmatioB.  Nor  does 
this  confirmation  appear  likely  to  be  soon  obtained — al  least  the  inquiries  of 
Gluge  seem  to  have  led  to  the  very  different  result,  that  tbe  disease  essen- 
tially consists  in  a  deranged  state  of  the  capillary  circulation  of  tbe  cortical 
■ubstance,  and  especially  of  Malpighi's  glands. 

Is  Brig ht's  disease  an  inflammatory  affection?  In  commetitisg  formerly 
upon  the  term  albumlnoas  nephritis,  employed  by  M.  Rayer  to  designate  the 
malady,  we  admitted  the  extreme  probability  that  such  was  the  fact,  and  the 
details  of  rbis  author's  present  volume  very  distinctly  show,  as  it  appears  lo 
us,  that  such  is  the  truth.  "There  is  no  disease,"  observes  M.  Rayer,  "in 
the  course  of  which  the  phlogistic  diathesis  is  more  distinctly  marked,  none 
wherein  it  manifests  itself  in  agreater  variety  of  situations  or  under  a  greater 
number  of  forma.  ...  In  the  first  stage  of  the  disease,  tbe  kidney  is  red, 
twotleo,  and  sometimes  painful ;  and,  if  we  are  unable  to  ascertaio  whether 
it  be  hot,  we  are  at  least  certain  that  the  changes  it  has  undergone  are  pro- 
ductive of  fever."  If  ibe  ioutiliiy  of  the  aniipbto^istic  treatment  during  tbe 
advanced  stages  of  the  disease,  and  ils  want  of  influence  over  itn  cbrooic 
anatomical  forms  generally,  be  urged  in  objection  to  this  doctrine,  we  reply 
with  M.  Rayer,  that  such  is  Ihe  character  of  the  consecutive  lesions  of  all 
inBamroaiory  affeciions.  Will  bleeding  remove  ihe  inteiitinal  ulcerations 
and  indurations  of  chronic  dysentery — the  false  membranes  and  puriform 
effdsion  of  chronic  plenrisy?  And,  because  venesection  is  unavailing  for 
this  purpose,  shall  we  expunge  dysentery  and  pienriiis  from  the  list  of  ia- 
flammations?  Precisely  the  same  line  of  argument  may  be  adopted  in  answer 
to  those  who  urge  that  the  disease  uccasionslty  commences  vrithont  active 
signs  of  inflammatory  action.  The  qualificative  "albuminous"  cannot,  in 
strictness,  be  reserved,  as  already  stated,  for  this  special  form  of  inflamma- 
lioD,  because  simple  nephritis  is  also  attended  with  albuminuria. 

With  respect  to  the  manner  in  which  albuminous  impregnation  is  pro- 
duced, we  need  scarcely  say  that  Valeniio's  notioa  is  not  that  generally 
sdmiiled,  and  that  the  majority  of  writers  believe  the  renal  disease  to  be  the 
cause  of  that  impregnation.  But  bow  are  the  two  phenomena  caonected? 
If,  as  M.  Solon  observes,  we  suppose  that  the  morbid  eoodiiion  of  the  tissues 
causes  the  serum  of  the  blood  to  pass  by  simple  transudation  into  the  urinary 
passages,  it  may  be  objected  that  were  this  the  case,  the  renal  eicrelion 
should  carry  with  it  the  other  coostituants  of  the  blood  also,  which  is  by 
no  means  tbe  fact.  It  contains  no  fibrine,  and  may  bold  calouring  matter 
in  suspension  only  temporarily,  or  in  many  cases  not  at  all.  Besides,  if  the 
serum  of  Ibe  blood  escaped  in  the  manner  supposed,  the  li<^uid  portion  of  tbe 
fluid  remaining  in  the  circulating  system  should  be  proportionally  less  aban- 
dani  than  natural:  now  the  very  contraij  is  tbe  tmth, — its  relative  quantity 
is  greatly  beyond  tbe  nnmil  standard.  M.  Solon  eomidera  it  mora  probaUa 
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that  the  morbid  slate  of  the  urine  resnlis  ftom  imperfect  el&boraiion  of  the 
matnials  trpoa  which  (he  kidney  acts  in  the  nonnil  stale;  in  confirmatioB 
of  tbis  TJew  be  eiles  the  presumed  fact,  that  the  more  complete  ibe  dlsor- 
ganiaatioD  of  the  kidnejrs,  the  greater  the  quanlity  of  aibumeD  discharged 
with  the  urine;  but,  ss  already  meDtiooed,  the  accuracjr  of  this  fact  ii 
alto^lher  denied  by  Dr.  Christisoo.  Tbe  snbject  is  plainly  still  open  (o 
inquiry. 

Again,  aasumicg  as  a  position,  which  will  be  readily  gmnied,  that  the 
anasarca  is  in  direct  dependence  on  (he  morbid  state  of  the  kidney,  it  may 
be  enquired  what  ii  the  mode  of  connection  between  them.  Sabalier  aon 
Martin-Solon  Bcem  inclined  to  believe  that  it  depends  on  the  increased 
proportion  of  scrum  in  the  blood,  and  on  its  greater  teooity,  (he  eiperinaents 
of  Mageodie  having  proved  ibat  the  facility  of  exhibition  increases  wiib  the 
tenuity  offloids.  Dr.  Chrisiison  fancies  ibai  his  eiperimeats  on  the  consti- 
tution of  Ibe  blood  lead  force  to  tbis  theory.  It  is,  however,  completely 
overturned  by  (wo  facts  tbns  slated  by  M.Bayer:  "We  know  for  a  certainty, 
on  tbe  one  band,  that  patients  aSecIed  with  albuminous  oephtitis  after  scar- 
latina rapidly  become  dropsical,  before  any  considerable  quantity  of  albumen 
has  been  discharged  with  the  urine;  and,  on  the  other,  (hat  individuals 
labouring  noder  the  endemic  htcmaturia  of  tropical  climates  void  albumen 
for  years,  sometimes  tlunng  their  entire  lifetime,  without  becoming  dropsi- 
cal." (p-608.) 

Dr.  Christison  devotes  twelve  pages  to  the  consideration  of  the  prognosis 
of  Bright's  disease,  eiamioing  successively  the  chance  of  recovery  from  the 
fundamental  malady,  Ibe  probability  of  relief  from  tbe  secondary  affections, 
and  ihe  psrtieolar  symptoms  which  indicate  approaching  araendmenl  or  the 
conirary.  With  respect  to  the  first  of  these  points,  esses  of  acute  and  chro- 
nic charseCer  must  be  considered  separately.  The  former  appear  to  be  as 
certainly  curable,  as  the  latter,  so  far  as  present  knowledge  permits  ns  to 
affirm,  is  beyond  tbe  reach  of  art.  The  chronic  forms  of  the  disease  are, 
sooner  or  later,  in  (rulb,  almost  invariably  fatal,— but  the  fatal  event  may  be 
averted  to — we  are  almost  justified  in  saying — an  indefinite  period,  provided 
anasarca  have  been  completely  removed,  and  the  patient  carefully  avoid  all 
eicess  of  every  description  and  rigorously  live  according  to  liygienic  rule. 
With  these  precautions,  a  life  of  very  tolerable  comfort,  with  freedom  from 
every  direct  effect  of  the  disease  except  albuminuria,  may  be  geoeraity 
ensured.  Respecting  tbe  secondary  disorders^  it  is  sufficient  to  say  in  gene- 
ral terms  lha(  (hey  are  dislinguished  for  obstinacy^  with  the  exception  per- 
haps of  dropsy,  which  is  generally  observed  to  dimmish  considerably  or  dis- 
appear in  patients  of  the  lower  orders,  who  exchange  the  slavery,  privation,  , 
and  disorder  of  iheir  ordinary  life  for  tbe  ease,  comparative  luxury,  and 
regularity  of  an  hospital:  to  this  change,  at  least,  may  be  attributed  much 
of  the  good  effect  produced,  much  more  than  the  criers-np  of  tbe  varions  and 
oflen  opposingmodesof  treatment  under  which  it  has  been  obserred  to  occur 
are  likely  to  be  willing  to  admit.  As  lo  the  special  symptoms  anooonciDg 
amendment,  or  the  contrary,  we  must  be  pre^red,  from  what  has  already 
been  said  on  ihe  differences  of  opinion  regarding  tbe  relation  of  the  modin- 
eatioos  of  the  urine  to  the  stages  of  the  disease,  for  want  of  unanimity  be- 
tween (he  authors.  Dr.  Christison,  of  course,  considers  "the  risk  to  life  by 
no  means  proportioaed  to  the  amount  of  albnmeo  in  the  urine,  and  that  the 
reverse  holds  true  in  some  messure."  Rayer,  Mariin-Soton,  and  all  those 
who  maintain  thai  the  quantity  of  albumen  increases  with  the  sdvanee  of 
disorganisation,  must  of^conree  hold  an  opposite  persuasion.  And  it  is  re- 
markable, that  M.  Rsyer  seems  to  think  that  the  fact  of  the  urine  containinK 
a  smallproportionof  albumen  would  place  the  patient  "in  perfect  security," 
were  it  not  that,  under  such  circumstances,  death  has  been  known  to  occur 
suddenly  from  intercurrent  affections  of  the  lungs  or  brain.  Dr.  Christison, 
however,  qualifies  (he  above  s(atement  very  considerably  in  the  following 
obMiTtttons:  « If  atieoded  with  a  moderately  high  or  gradually  iDcreaeing 
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density  of  ihe  mine,  whether  with  or  without  an  ioereaae  in  its  qninlily,  iht 
diniiDUtioD  and  disappearance  of  albumen  are  favourable  sigDs.  But  ibit 
will,  on  ihe  contrary,  rather  indicate  a  gradual  advanceioeDt  of  the  disease, 
if  Ihe  density  of  the  urine  should  at  the  same  time  slowly  decrease,  especially 
where  its  quantity  remains  stationary.  DiminutioD  of  the  albumen,  with  in- 
creased quantity  and  diminished  density,  cannot  be  relied  on  as  a  prognostic 
on  either  side."  On  ifae  whole,  rhe  patient's  danger  would  appear  to  be  in 
proportion  to  the  lowoess  of  the  density  of  the  urine,  unless  tne  quantity  of 
daily  discharge  is  considerably  above  tne  standard. 

Respecting  the  treatment  of  the  disease  in  the  acate  stage,  authors  art 
highly  unanimous.  Antiphlogistic  remedies  of  active  eharaeierare  recom- 
mended by  all, — and,  of  course,  the  most  important  of  these,  blood-letting. 
"When  there  is  no  contra-indicating  ciicumsiance  from  age  or  cousiitutional 
infirmity,  whether  original  or  acquired,  the  extent  lo  which  bleeding  is  car- 
ried should,"  according  to  Dr.  Cbristisoo,  "be  regulated,  as  to  extent  and 
repetition,  by  the  same  rules  which  eorern  its  employment  in  ordinary  in- 
flammations." This  writer  gives  a  nint  of  no  mean  utility,  in  enjoining 
careful  examination  of  the  blood  drawn,  more  especially  in  respect  of  it* 
colouring  matter;  by  the  proportion  of  the  latter,  he  conceives,  the  degree 
of  advancement  of  (he  structural  changes  in  the  kidneys  may  generally  be 
ascertained ;  and  if  it  should  appear  from  the  low  pioportioa  of  colouring 
matter  that  the  disease  is  not  in  its  early,  but  in  some  one  of  ils  more  ad- 
vanced stages,  and  hence  the  acute  symptoms  are  not  strictly  primary,  de- 
pletory measures  should  be  pursued  with  much  greater  caution  then  under 
the  contrary  circumstances.  The  invariable  accuracy  of  this  mode  of  ascer- 
taining the  amount  of  progress  of  the  disease  may  be  doubled.  Local  ab- 
straction of  blood  by  cupping  or  leeching  the  renal  regions,  and  the  appli- 
cation of  large  linseed-meal  poultices,  are  recommended  by  Drs.  Bright, 
Barlow,  and  Rayer.  The  waim  baih — if  used  beside  the  patient's  bed — is 
advised  by  the  same  practitioners. 

The  restoration  and  maintenance  of  :he  cnlaneous  perspiration  is  one  of 
the  most  important  points  to  be  attended  to  in  the  iieatment  of  this  affection, 
according  to  the  testimony  of  the  majority  of  those  who  have  written  upon 
it.  Hence  the  value  of  keeping  the  patient  in  an  equable  end  tolerably  ele- 
vated temperature:  so  important  is  this,  that  we  £nd  Dr,  Bright,  who  con- 
fines his  patients  closely  to  bed  during  the  entire  duration  even  of  a  pro- 
tracted treatment,  ascribing  increase  of  anasarca  lo  the  passage  of  the  cool 
air  allowed  to  circulate  through  the  wards  over  the  bed-clolhes  of  the  pa- 
tients. The  use  of  flannel  clothing  is  indispensable.  Diaphoretics  are 
advised  in  this  stage  by  the  msjority  of  writers,  and  after  the  employiDeot 
of  more  active  remedies  are  prubsbly  useful;  but  (he  best  diaphoretic  treat- 
ment is  bete,  as  in  inSammalory  afieclions  generally,  the  antiphlogistic.  Dr. 
Osborne's  views  respecting  the  administration  of  medicines  of  the  clas* 
just  referred  lo,  have  been  too  long  before  the  profession  lo  require  discua- 
sion  at  our  hands. 

The  notions  of  Dr.  Barlow  on  this  point,  though  briefly  alluded  to  in  one 
of  Dr,  Bright's  early  papers,  having  for  the  first  time  been  fully  explained  in 
the  last  number  of  the  Hospital  Reports,  may  be  heie  more  fully  alluded  to. 
This  physician,  he  informs  us,  struck  with  the  slowness  of  recovery  of  pa- 
tients treated  by  the  ordinary  plan  of  bleeding,  &c.,  was  induced  to  seek  for 
some  more  eflecluat  method  of  removing  the  disorder.  Peisuaded  of  the  in- 
flammatory nature  of  the  complaint,  he  determined  upon  a  trial  of  tartarised 
antimony;  and  (he  results  have,  he  assures  us,  as  usually  happens  with  the 
devisers  of  miveliies  in  ihernpentiss,  fully  answeied  his  expectations ; — and 
several  cases,  which  at  least  prove  that  iec(<very  will  take  place  under  the 
use  of  this  medicine,  are  related.  Some  of  these  are  valuable  in  a  patho- 
logical poiol  of  view,  as  further  contributing  to  prove  the  identity  of  the 
renal  disease  occurring  after  scarlatina  with  the  afieciion  described  by  Dr. 
Bright,  and  as  eibibiiing  the  tiaclableuess  of  the  complaint  when  really 
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oecamog  with  the  ebaraeler  of  an  acute  disorder  in  adults.  But  the  reader 
must  not  imagiae  tlial  Dr.  Barlov  coofiaes  himself  lo  the  exhibition  of  tar- 
tamed  BotimuDy  lo  diaphoretic  doses, — ibis  appears  a  mere  adjunct  in  the 
treatment,  and  ibe  precise  share  of  the  sum  of  benefit  obtained  which  is  to 
be  attributed  to  it  canaol  very  easily  be  establistted.  Dr.  Barlow  "would 
not  merely  recommend  taitar  emetic  in  the  acute  form  of  tbis  disease  oa 
account  of  its  diaphoretic  properties,  but  od  account  of  its  power  of  lowering 
the  heail's  action,  as  well  as  its  local  effects  upon  the  cipillaiies  when  it 
reaches  them  through  the  circulation.''  If  the  pulse  be  hard  aud  full,  the 
medicine  may  be  given  in  nauseating  doses, — if  not,  smallei  doses  are 
sufficient.  Whstever  share  of  converts  Dr.  Barlow  shall  eventually  make 
to  the  propriety  of  his  modification  of  the  diaphoretic  mode  of  treatment,  it 
is  certain  that  the  laiter  is  far  from  being  held  in  general  eslimalion.  Rayer, 
whose  expecIHtions  of  benefit  from  its  eoiploymenc  have  been  "rarely  real- 
ised," has  found  that  the  effects  of  even  the  most  powerful  agent  for  pro- 
ducing perspiration — the  sitnple  or  medicated  vapour  baih — have  rarely  been 
iDBintained  beyond  a  few  hours  afier  each  bath.  Dr.  Chrisiison  observes: 
"  1  have  often  resorted  to  the  diaphoretic  plan,  sometimes  with  evident  ad- 
Taniage,  miK:ft  more  ^eneroi/y  without  success;  and  1  must  likewise  add, 
that  I  have  several  times  seen  general  perspiration,  both  spontaneous  and 
from  the  use  of  diaphoretics,  fail  to  produce  any  material  relief."  Yet,  sin- 
gularly enough,  we  are  told  in  the  neit  sentence  "that  no  one  can  questjoa 
ibe  general  propriety  of  the  diaphoretic  metkod  of  cure." 

Tbe  advisability  of  diuretic  medication  in  this  complaint  is  likewise  mat- 
ter of  dispute.  Dr.  Osborne  thinks  that,  so  far  from  being  useful,  it  may 
actually  produce  the  disease;  Dr.  Bright  hr.s  little  confidence  in  it;  Dr. 
Christison,  on  the  other  band,  "has  very  seldom  witnessed  decided  dimi- 
nnlioii  of  the  dropsy  unless  where  diuretics  [diuresis]  ot  putgitig  was  either 
enificially  induced  at  the  same  time  or  arose  spontaneously."  This  prac- 
titioner has  particular  confidence  in  digitalis  and  cream  of  tartar. 

We  shoum  have  felt  desirous  of  examining  briefly  the  peculiarities  of 
treatment  required  in  respect  of  the  diseases  termed  secondaiy  in  this  affec- 
tion, but  we  hnd  we  have  exhausted  our  space. 

M.  Rayer's  Folume  terminates  with  an  historical  sketch,  occupying  one 
hundred  pages,  of  the  rise  and  progress  of  knowledge  respecting  the  remark- 
able disease  which  has  been  under  consideration, — or,  we  should  rather  say, 
respecting  its  detached  phenomena.  In  tbis  most  erudite  dissertation,  the 
laborious  author  traces  the  germ  of  our  acquaintance  with  ihe  subject  in  the 
very  earliest  writers:  first,  in  regard  of  tbe  connection  of  dropsy  and  disease 
of  t^e  kidneys;  secondly,  of  dropsv  and  coagulability  of  the  urine.  Nothing 
can  be  rendered  more  clear  from  this  survey  of  the  contributions  of  our  pro- 
genitors than  the  great  merit  of  Dr.  Bright,  and  that  this  principally  consists 
in  his  having  detected  the  conneclioD  between  these  three  conditions. 
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Edviarda'a  Ovllinea  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology.' 
The  value  which  we  have  placed  on  this  preliminary  treatise  lo  his  work 
on  Natural  History  by  Dr.  Edwaids,  is  shown  by  the  circumstance  that  we 
have  urged  upon  more  than  one  person  to  translate  it  into  English;  and  an 
English  version  by  one  of  our  learned  physicians  was  actually  advertised  in 
the  Philadelphia  prints.  It  is  a  valuable  compendium  for  the  tyro  and  for 
Ibe  general  reader,  and  is  elucidated  by  numerous  woodcuts. 
The  translator  appears  to  have  executed  bis  office  well. 

'  OntliBB*  of  Anitoiny  and  Physiology,  trandstod  from  the  French  of  H.  MHn*  Ed. 
■srds,  Doctor  of  Medicine,  Proresiot  of  Nalur«!  Hiblory  at  tho  Rojsl  College  of  Henry 
IV.  &c    By  J.  F.  Une,  M.  D.    Bvo.pp.  313.    Boston,  1841. 
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Arr.  I.— ON  THE  THERAPEUTICAL  PROPERTIES  OF  THE 
PHYTOLACCA  DECANDRA. 

BT  ALFRED  T.  KINO,  H.  D. 

Tbe  tlndf  of  nitunl  hiilory,  particalarly  botiDjr,  having  been  for  aoms 
years  the  occapatioD  of  mr  lej«are  moments,  my  attentioa  has  therefore  been 
naturally  direciecl  towardt  the  inreiligatioD  of  ibe  medicinal  properties  of 
tome  of  oar  indigenoas  plaota.  Tbe  following  obiervations  are  the  resalt 
«f  lome  eiperimenta  made  lince  the  year  1837,  in  order  to  determine  the 
therapeaiical  prapeniea  of  the  Phytolacca  deeandra.  This  is  an  indigeooua, 
dicotyledonoat  plant,  found  f  rowing  in  rast  quantities  in  every  part  of  the 
United  Slates,  from  Canada  to  Qeorgia,  and  from  the  Atlantic  to  tbe  Pacific 
ocean.  It  flouiishes  along  road  sidei,  in  newly  cleared  fields,  and  near  the 
borders  of  woods.  Allbough  tbe  phytolacca  is  peenliar  to  our  own  land,  yet 
it  is  s«id  to  giow  luxarianily  in  the  north  of  Europe,  and  in  the  south  of 
Africa,  where,  howeTer,  it  is  supposed  to  bare  been  introdaeed  from  ibis 
COBntry. 

Agreeably  to  the  Linnsan  arraasement,  this  plant  belongs  to  the  clisa  de- 
eaodria,  order  decagynia.  It  haaalargepetetiaial  root,  from  five  to  six  inches 
in  diameter,  very  branched,  coveted  with  a  brownish  cuticle,  but  whitish, 
fleshy,  and  fibrous  within.  The  root  ought  to  be  gathered,  for  mediciiial 
purposes,  late  in  tbe  autumn,  or  early  in  tue  spring  ere  its  vernal  shoots  be- 
gin to  expand.  Its  annual  stems  often  attajn  an  immense  height,  even 
twelve  or  fourteen  feel,  when  growiog  in  s  rich  and  genial  soil.  The  sterna 
are  very  branched,  and  tbe  branches  assume  a  reddish  hue  towards  the 
middle  of  July.  It  is  at  this  period  that  the  leaves  contaiu  the  greatest 
amount  of  medicinal  activity,  and  should  then  be  gathered,  and  carefully 
diied  in  the  shade.  The  leaves  are  oblong,  ovale,  acute  at  each  end,  alter- 
nate, and  petiolate.  Flowars  are  in  simple  racemes,  small,  with  ten  stamens 
and  ten  styles.  The  corolla  consists  of  five  ovate,  concave,  and  inflezed 
petals,  white.  This  plant  belongs  to  the  natural  order  phjrtolacca,  the  me- 
dicinal properties  of  which,  according  to  Lindley,  are  em«(ic,  cathartic,  and 
anti-r&iumatie.  Every  pan  of  the  plant  appears  to  be  active,  the  root,  tbe 
leaves,  and  the  berries.  The  root,  however,  it  is  generally  supposed,  pos- 
seises  the  greatest  amount  of  medicinal  activity,  btit  I  have  usually  pre- 
ferred the  leaves,  if  I  can  obtain  them  fresh — for  they  lose  much  of^  their 
virtues  by  drying— at  tbe  period  when  their  stalks  are  assuming  a  reddish 
hue.  Speaking  of  this  plant.  Professor  Lindley  makes  tbe  following  re- 
mark*:—"A  tincttire  of  tbe  ripe  berries  of  phytolacca  deeandra  seems  to 
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have  acquired  a  well-foaaded  TepulaiioD  as  a  remedjr  for  chronic  and  tTphi' 
liiic  rheumatism ;  aod  far  allaytDg  syphiloid  paiDi.  By  some  it  is  said  to  be 
more  valuable  than  guaiacum.  Its  pulverised  root  is  an  emetic.  Aod  a  spirit 
distilled  from  the  berries  is  slated  to  have  killed  a  dog  in  a  fpw  minctes  by 
its  violent  emelic  effects."  According  to  Decandolle,  this  plant  is  also  > 
violeut  purgative.  The  young  sboois  io  tbis  couoiry  are  frequeoily  eaien 
as  asparagus.  In  the  form  of  an  ungnent,  prepared  from  an  extract  of  the 
TOol,  1  hare  fouod  it  more  efficacious  in  obstinate  cutaneous  affeciioDs  ihao 
tuy  other  remedy  except  the  tanguinaria  canadetuU.  But  in  hemorrhoids 
its  eSecta  have  beei,  ■ceordiog  to  my  experience,  the  most  remarbable  and 
striking.    Indeed,  over  this  disease  it  appears  to  have  a  peculiar  and  specific 

The  term  hemorrhoids  comprehends  various  tumours  which  grow  from 
the  verge  of  the  anus,  and  whose  constitution  and  characters  differ  so  widely 
that  lurgeoDS  usually  divide  them  into  three  distinct  varieties  or  species,  viz. 
internal,  external,  and  venout  hemorrhoidt.  The  (wo  former  varieties  ad- 
mit of  radical  cure  by  excision,  but  in  the  treatment  of  the  latter  our  best 
surgeons  rely  upon  palliatives  only;  neither  puncture,  which  has  been  ad- 
vised, nor  excision,  either  by  tbe  ligature  or  (he  knife,  is  at  present  deemed 
expedient.  Professor  Svnie,  in  reference  to  tbe  treatment  of  venous  hemor- 
rhoids, saya:  "The  teuaency  of  tbe  venous  tissue  lo  resist  irtilaiion  forbids 
any  operation,  and  exciKton,  as  well  as  puncture,  which  have  been  recom- 
mended, sbeuld  both  be  carefully  avoided,  lest  they  excite  inflammatioii  of 
tbe  enlarged  vessels,  and  give  it  the  unmanageable  character  which  distin- 
guishes it  when  of  traumatic  origin."  As  tbis  variety  depends  upon  a  vari- 
cose enlargement  of  the  hemorrhoidal  veins,  ihey  are  liable  to  the  same  hiod 
of  sub-acute  inflammation  to  which  the  varicose  vena  tavhena  is  subject; 
and  this  inflammation  nay  go  on  to  suppuration,  and  thus  lay  the  foundatioa 
far  fistula  in  ono.  To  be  able  to  obviate  so  deplorable  a  sikte  of  things  has 
long  been  considered  a  desideratum,  and  I  think  that  he  who  will  examine 
unprejudicedly  and  impartially  the  virtues  of  tbe  phytolacca  deeandra,  will 
be  satisfied  that  we  possess  in  it  all  that  we  could  desire.  But,  in  order  to 
demonstrate  its  effects  in  this  painful  disease,  I  wilt  give  a  brief  extract  of 
a  few  cases  from  my  note-book:— 

Case  1.— Saw  B.  H.  in  th*  tumroer  of  1837,  while  labouring  under  a 
severe  attack  of  hemorrhoids.  He  (old  me  that  be  had  suffered,  with  occa- 
sional inteivals  of  immunity,  for  near  five  years.  Tbe  tumours  often  bted, 
which  always  gave  htm  temporary  relief  Had  used  all  ihe  ordinary  reme- 
dies in  vain.  The  bowels  having  been  opened  by  an  aperient,  I  determined 
to  try  the  effects  of  phytolacca  deeandra ;  accordingly,  I  procured  a  handful 
of  tbe  green  leaves,  had  a  strong  iofusioD  made  by  pouring  a  pint  of  boiling 
water  upon  tbem  and  allowing  the  whole  to  stand  one  hour  near  a  wami 
fire,  and  directed  him  to  take  one  lablespoonfui  every  two  hours,  to  keep 
himself  quiet,  aad  as  much  as  possible  in  a  recumbent  posture.  He  followed 
my  directions  strictly,  and  was  rewarded,  in  lees  than  a  week,  with  a  perfect 
aod  permanent  cure. 

Case  2.— Mrs.  N.,  aged  about  37,  had  sufiered  much  agoniaing  pain  for 
six  or  seven  years.  The  lunours  never  appeared  externally,  except  by  ai 
expulsive  effort,  when  they  were  protruded  and  always  bled.  Took  tbe  lafu- 
sioQ  as  above  directed,  anil  was  perfectly  cured.  A  short  lime  afterwards  she 
moved  into  Obio,  and  I  have  not  heard  fiom  her  since.  Presume,  however, 
I  would  have  beard  from  her  if  she  had  had  a  return  of  the  disease. 

CisE  3.— Sheriff  of  ibis  county  had  been  afflicted  for  twenty  years  with 
hemorrhoids.  Was  relieved  by  (he  phytolacca,  but  died  a  short  time  after- 
wards of  phthisis  pulmonalis. 
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Case  4 — Wu  t  mnarkable  one,  and  I  shkU  tbeiefore  describe  il  more  at 
length.  M.  W.,  aged  about  45,  of  lymphatic  temperamcDt,  a  couokobdcs 
peculiiil^  aoiious,  euDguious  aod  cadsTerous.  Had  suSeced  almost  con- 
Slaotly  with  hemorrhoids  Cot_fiJieen  years.  The  tumours  oftea  bled,  iadecd 
ihejr  acted  almost  as  a  cocslaai  drain  to  his  system,  and  caused  his  couoie- 
nance  to  assume  an  aspect  not  unlike  (haiof  a  walking  ghost.  Had  suddeoljr 
an  aggraTBied  attack^  which  caused  me  to  be  sent  for  iu  haste.  Oo  my 
arrival  I  found  him  id  great  agony,  and  on  examination  I  found  the  rectum 
almost  filled  with  sareral  large  hemorrhoidal  tumours;  they  bad  protruded 
beyond  the  sphincter,  which  had  id  contracted  upon  ihem  that  the  iuiroduc- 
lioQ  of  the  index  finger  was  found  entirely  impracticable.  They  were  of  an 
irregularly  round  form,  and  of  a  florid  colour.  His  asony  was  saeh  that  be 
declared  to  me  that  he  must  die  if  he  did  not  loon  ollam  relief.  The  con- 
diiioD  of  ibis  poor  man  to  a  philanthropic  mind  was  truly  pitiful,  for  Jie  could 
place  himself  in  no  position  in  which  he  could  find  ease.  His  pulse  waa 
active,  and  he  had  considerable  ibiist.  I  immediately  bled  him  to  gXTJ,  and 
eibibiied  a  gentle  aperient,  followed  by  an  anodyne,  which  gave  him  much 
temporary  relief.  Nest  morning  I  again  risited  him.  He  had  reposed  very 
tranquilly  during  the  night,  but  the  p^in  soon  returned  in  the  morning.  I 
brought  with  me  a  handful  of  the  fresh  leaTcs  of  pbyiolacca  decandra,  had 
a  strong  infusion  made  of  them,  and  directed  ^It  to  be  thrown  up  the  rec- 
tum by  means  of  a  syringe,  ana  one  tablespoonful  lo  be  taken  every  two  or 
three  hours.  In  consequence  of  the  size  of  the  tumours,  and  the  great  irrita- 
bility of  the  part,  the  injection  was  found  to  be  quite  impracticable.  The 
inleinal  use  of  it,  however,  was  persevered  in,  and  occasionally  a  wet  leaf 
was  applied  to  the  external  parts  of  the  lumoun.  In  a  few  hours  h*  found 
sensible  relief^  aod  the  tumours  began  to  diminish.  I  called  in  tbe  evening, 
and  discovered  that  the  medicine  bad  disagreed  with  bis  stomach.  A  second 
attempt  was  now  made  to  use  the  injection,  which  succeeded  without  much 
difficulty.  The  iolervals  between  tbe  doses  were  prolonged,  which  obviated 
its  nausealinff  effect  In  forty-eight  hours  after  be  commenced  the  use  of 
tbe  infusion  ne  had  perfect  relief  from  pam,  and  his  bowels  were  freely 
acted  upon ;  and  on  tbe  third  day  there  was  not  a  vestige  of  the  disease,  nor 
has  there  been  a  symptom  of  it  since,  now  three  years. 

Many  other  cases  of  a  similar  though  leas  remarkable  character  might  be 
adduced ;  but  I  presume  enough  has  been  said  to  demonstrate,  to  the  most 
incredulous  mind,  tbe  gieal  potency  and  unparalleled  efficacy  of  Phytolacca 
decandra,  not  only  in  hemorrhoidal  affections,  in  which  I  have  roost  used  it, 
but  also  in  many  other  diseases  to  which  frail  humanity  is  incident. 

Alfred  T.  £inii. 


BT  ALFRED  T.  ElltO,    M.  D 


Mrs.  L..  coloured  woman,  aged  about  40  years,  received  some  injury,  the 
cause  of  which  she  would  not  disclose,  while  about  four  months  pregnant 

with  her  fourteenth  child.  Complained  of  a  dull  pain  in  ber  left  aide,  ex- 
tending across  to  the  right.  Venesection  and  other  appropriate  remedies 
were  made  use  of  by  Dr.  Posilethwaite,  by  which  she  was  entirely  relieved. 
A  shoit  time  previous  to  her  accouchement  the  same  ^enllemau  was  again 
requested  to  visit  ber.  She  had  at  this  time  some  uneasiness  which  simulated 
labour  pains,  but  upon  examination  per  vaginam,  tbe  ot  lincre  was  found 
undilaled.  This  examination  discovered  a  pendulous  tumour  of  considerable 
magnitude,  which  almost  filled  the  vagina,  and  protruded  some  distance  be- 
yond the  OS  externum.  It  was  soft  and  yielding,  admitting  of  tbe  easy  intro- 
ductioQ  of  the  hand  under  it,  up  to  tbe  o»  tinea:.    This  (umuur  had  been 
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DOticeil  dariDg  the  accouchemeni  of  her  la«i  five  or  six  childteD,  but  Id  the 
intETTaU  no  aileniioD  was  paid  to  it.  Ii  had  vevei  ioieirered  with  ibe  ex- 
tnisioD  of  the  fceius,  all  of  ber  children  having  beeo  born  by  naiuril  throes 
without  Diaiiual  asaisiance.  There  beiog  at  this  time  do  oaLural  labour,  a 
amall  quaatilf  of  blood  was  abslracted,  aod  aa  aoodyoe  pill  eihibited,  which 
produced  quiescence  for  the  lime,  and  she  nenl  about  near  two  weekii  loDger, 
UDtil  July  30.  Id  tbe  momiog  of  ihii  day  she  had  some  pains,  bal  the  o« 
uteri  was  uodilated.  Id  the  eTeaing  pams  still  coDtinDed  so  weak  and  irre' 
gular,  thai  Dr.  P.  deemed  it  expedient  to  exhibit  an  aoodyne  aod  leave  her 
UDtil  tbe  oeil  day.  This  had  a  happy  and  traDquillisiDS  effect,  and  in  tbe 
morning,  July  SI,  labour  came  on  in  good  eacnMi.  This  mornlDg  I  waa 
requested  by  Dr.  Posileihwaile  to  visit  her.  On  examiiiatioD  per  vaginam 
1  faund  the  tumour  as  above  described,  aod  about  the  size  of  a  pint  cup. 
Tbe  Of  tinea  wat  dilated  to  near  the  size  of  a  dollar,  and  tbe  labour  was 
fast  approaching.  I  was  saiisfied  that  the  tutnoor  could  Dot  iDierfere  with 
the  eipulsioD  of  the  fcetus.  Being  obliged  to  ride  immediately  Into  ibe 
country,  I  did  aol.  therefore,  see  the  palieot  afterwards.  Labour,  however, 
rapidly  proeresseo,  tbe  membranes  broke,  and  tbe  head  uf  the  child  ad- 
vanced, witti  the  vertex  preseoliDg.  Every  thing  was  calculated  lo  inspire 
confidence,  both  on  the  part  of  tbe  accoucheur  and  the  patient,  io  a  speedr 
and  safe  (jelivery.  At  leDgth  a  pretty  strong  pain  seized  hei,  after  whica 
abe  rose  to  her  feet,  walked  aeveral  times  across  the  floor,  apparently  ia 
good  health  and  spirits,  and  even  refusing  lo  be  assisted,  she  kneeled  upon 
the  floor.  Presently  another  strong  uterine  effort  seized  ber,  which  caused 
her  to  cry  out,  "O,  doctor,  do  assist  me,"  and  was  immediately  observed  lo 
aink,  supposed  to  be  in  a  swoon.  As  sood  as  possible  she  waa  raised  from 
ber  EDees  aDd  placed  upon  the  bed,  when  a  few  convulsive  respirations 
closed  tbe  scene.  She  died  wiiboul  a  struggle.  In  this  ca«e  what  was  the 
cause  of  death  7  It  was  sudden  and  unexpected,  the  patient  appearing  strong 
and  in  good  spirits  one  minute  before  her  dissolulion.  I  suspected  a  rapture 
of  the  uterus. 

ATewoacopia.— Twelve  hours  poit  -morteia  Dr.  Poatlethwaite  and  m^fself 
proceeded  to  an  exataioBtion  in  the  presence  of  the  husbaod  of  the  patienL 
Ad  incision  was  made  in  the  usual  maooer  through  the  linea  alba,  which 
iiniiied lately  exposed  the  gravid  uterus  in  siUi,  with  the  fceius  in  utero. 
There  waa  no  rupture  of  this  o^n,  but  it  presented  a  very  dark  and  con- 
tused aspect.  Ad  incision  was  made  into  it,  and  the  fiEtus  extracted;  il 
was  a  large  tittd  healthy  female  child.  During  the  whole  of  this  examioa' 
tion,  the  only  curiosity  that  the  husband  manifested  was  to  know  the  aez 
of  the  child,  and  when  this  waa  announced,  he  was  perfectly  satisfied.  He 
appeared  lo  me  like  a  case-hardened  wretch,  without  feeling,  without 
humanity.  The  ptaceota  was  easily  detached.  We  now  examined  the 
tumour,  which  we  found,  as  before  tuspecled,  to  be  a  polypus.  It  was 
attached  lo  the  cervix,  withio  tbe  os  uteri,  by  a  membranous  pedicle;  the 
lower  part  of  it  seemed  firm,  and,  when  cut  into,  presented  a  carTilaginous 
aspect.  The  bulk  of  the  polypus  was,  aa  above  meaiiooed,  duriog  labour, 
about  Ibe  aize  of  a  plot  cup,  and  weighed  after  death  near  one  pound  and  a 
half.  It  is  DOW  Id  my  collection,  preserved  in  spirit.  The  kidneys,  with 
iheir  ureters,  ibe  bladder,  spleen,  pancreas,  ovaiia,  &e.,  were  found  in  a 
Dorroal  state.  Our  alleQlion,  however,  was  arrested  by  ihe  injected  and 
yellow  appearance  of  the  great  omenium  and  peritoneum  covering  the  intes- 
tines on  toe  right  side.  About  four  or  five  quarts  of  black  venous  olood  were 
found  in  the  cavity  of  ibe  abdomen,  and  upon  carefully  raising  the  liver,  we 
observed  a  complete  detachment  of  its  peritoneal  coat,  over  about  two  thirds 
of  its  upper  surface,  with  a  deep  rent  into  its  substance  of  from  five  to  seven 
inches  in  extent,  iurohing  several  of  the  principal  brmnchea  of  the  vena 
porta,  and  probably  the  hepatic  artery,— the  latter  we  were  unable  to  deter- 
mine, in  consequence  of  being  hurried,  and  obliged  to  desist  from  further 
eiaminatioD  by  the  undertakers.     T^w  thirds,  at  least,  of  this  viscus,  were 


Bibliograpkical  Notices.  367 

literallr  gangrenenu  or  rotten,  aoi  so  completelr  disiolrtd  in  coatinuity 
as  to  be  euiiy  torn,  and  even  wiped  away  with  ihe  fingers,  Ehus  cloself 
lesembling  ramollUsement  du  eerveau.  Could  thii  slate  of  the  viscut  be 
produced  witboui  being  preceded  by  inUammatioa?  And  if  iDflammalion 
did  exist,  ahoald  we  not  expect  to  Qjid  some  of  ite  more  usual  effects,  such 
as  effusioD  or  lymph,  or  (hickeoing,  or  adhesions,  none  of  which  were  ob- 
servable? The  primary  cau:se  of  the  stale  of  Ihe  liver  which  1  have  just 
described  is  to  me  unknown,  but  one  might  imagine  it  to  be  produced  br  > 
blow  inflicted  by  the  arm  of  a  strong  man ;  aod  to  say  the  least  of  it,  tnit 
may  be  considered  a  well-founded  suspicion. 

Alprgv  T.  Kimo. 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL  NOTICES. 
Annttal  Jteporls  ofHotpitait. 
We  bBve  received  from  our  friend,  Professor  J.  B.  B«ck,  of  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  Sorgeons  of  New  York,  the  "State  of  the  NewTork  Hospital 
and  Blioroingdale  Asylum,  for  the  year  1840,"  and  the  "Aoaual  Report  of 
tbe  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  New  York  Dispensary;"  from  which  it  appears 
thai  these  extensive  and  valuable  charities  are  shedding  their  blessings  on 
numerous  unrnnunate  suSerers.  The  New  York  Hospital  does  not,  how- 
ever, seem  to  be  capable  of  admitting  as  many  patients  as  our  own  excellent 
establiahment  at  Blockley,  nineteen  hundred  and  seventy  having  received 
the  benefits  of  the  former  in  the  course  of  the  year,  which  is  below  ibe 
Dumber  admitted  last  year  into  the  Philadelphia  Hospital.  Id  the  Bloom- 
ingdale  Asylum  for  the  Insane,  two  hundred  and  ihiny-DiDe  penoos  were 
under  Ireaimenl  during  the  year  ls40,  of  which  number  there  were  cured,  60; 
discharged  much  improved,  25;  discharged  at  the  request  of  friends,  8; 
eloped  from  the  premises,  I;  died,  14)  remaining  in  the  asylum,  Dec.  31, 
1840,  131. 

By  Dr.  Awl,  the  superintendent,  we  have  been  favoured  wiib  the  Second 
Annual  Report  of  the  Directors  and  5uperinteadaat  of  the  Ohio  Lunatic 
Asylum,  presented  to  ihe  general  assembly,  Dec.  20,  1640. 

This  institution  is  proceeding  onwards  in  a  career  of  signal  usefulness. 
The  whole  number  of  patients  admitted  was  two  hundred  and  fifiy-eight,— 
170  being  old  cases,  and  8S  of  lesa  duration  than  one  year,— SOI  of  these 
were  paupers,  and  57  pay  patients ;  the  per  eentage  of  recoveries  od  all  the 
cases  discharged  being  66.66;  on  all  the  old  eases  discharged,  41.17;  and  oa 
all  the  recent  cases  discharged,  &5.S0. 

The  report  contains  some  interesting  tables  and  observations  by  Dr.  Awl. 

Dr.  Luther  V.  Bell,  Ibe  able  phyaiciao  and  superintendent  of  the  M'Lean 
Asylum  for  the  Insane,  near  Boston,  has  obliged  ns  with  the  Annual  Report 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  lh«  Massacbusetti  General  Hospital,  for  the 
year  1840. 

363  patients  were  received  daring  the  year  1840,  of  whom  144  wen  cured, 
96  mneh  relieved,  41  relieved,  43  not  relieved,  and  32  died. 

The  committee  remark,  that  the  condition  of  Ihe  M'Lean  Atyluu  for  the 
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Insane  hu  fullf  maimained  its  fonner  excelleot  reputaiios ;  "The  benefi- 
cial results  of  ibe  mode  of  Irealmenl,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Bell,  are 
continually  addiqg  proof  to  ibe  correctness  of  that  mode,  based  as  it  is  on 
kindness  and  i^mpathf  to  that  most  pitiable  object  in  this  world,  the 
lunatic." 

Tbe  entire  number  of  insane  patients  under  ibe  care  of  tbe  asylum  dnriog 
the  year  1840  was  263. 

Dr.  Bell  makes  the  gratifying  remark,  ''  That  the  records  of  the  aaylum 
justify  the  declaration  that  all  ca»ea  certainly  recent,  that  is,  vbose  origin 
does  not,  either  directly  or  obscurely,  run  back  more  than  a  year,  recoTer 
nnder  a  fail  trial.  This  is  the  general  law,  the  occasiooal  instances  to  the 
contrary  are  the  exceptions." 

On  the  interesting  and  important  subject  of  the  abolition  of  alt  peisonal 
restraiot  in  tbe  treatment  of  the  insane,  Dr.  Bell  thus  expresses  himself, 
from  personal  obserration  at  home  and  abroad; 

"  An  absence  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  of  about  four  moatbt  in  search 
of  health,  under  peimission  of  your  board — a  permission  granted  in  a  man- 
ner and  accompanied  with  circumstances  calling  for  bis  grateful  acknow- 
ledgments— gare  your  tuperintendeat  some  opporiuaity  to  observe  and  com- 
pare, and  if  occasion  bad  offered,  to  improve,  by  the  long  esiablished  aad 
extensiTe  insane  inslilDtions  of  the  old  world.  While  eiirprised\aod  gratified 
at  tbe  extent  And  magnificence  of  many  of  these  establisbioenis,  there 
seemed  little  oi  nothing  in  architectural  arrangements,  or  in  modes  of  moral 
or  medical  treatment  of  valuCj  which  has  not  long  since  been  transplanted 
to  or  discovered  in  the  American  institutions.  The  onl^  noticeable  pecu- 
liarity worth  communicating  vould  seem  to  be,  the  experiment  commenced 
recently  in  some  of  tbe  British  hospitals,  of  an  entire  disuse,  as  the^  con- 
sider it,  of  corporeal  restraints.  At  the  Lin  coin' Lunatic  Asylum,  it  is  said 
in  the  report  of  the  Middlesex  Asylum  at  Hanwell  for  1839,  that  the  last 
peiaonal  lestraiot  occurred  in  January,  1837,  and  at  tbe  last  mentioned  tn- 
Btituiion,  restraining  apparatus  has  been  thrown  aside  since  the  latter  part 
of  September,  1839.  1  consider  one  of  the  greatest  pleasures  of  my  rlsil  to 
Europe  to  have  been  the  privilege  of  spending  tbe  greater  portion  of  a  day 
at  Hanweil,  and  the  opportunity  of  converEtng  freely  on  this  as  well  as  other 
subjects  relating  to  tbe  insane  with  Dr.  Conolly,  tbe  head  of  this  extensive 
establishment,  whose  reputation  as  a  medical  philosopher  and  writer  on 
mental  alieoaiion  is  bo  less  recognised  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  than  at 
home,  and  whese  urbanity  and  attention  to  a  stranger,  with  no  claims  be- 
yond a  community  of  interesta  and  pursuit^  I  caanoE  but  gratefully  recall. 
As  any  thing  like  impiovcment  in  the  present  svstem  inlroduced  elsewhere 
must  soon  attract  attention  here,  and  as  the  idea  of  absolutely  discarding 
persoaal  restraint  has  something  so  attractive  in  its  very  mention,  I  have 
been  induced  to  bestow  considerable  reflection  upon  the  expediency  of  adopt- 
ing sucb  a  universal  rule  at  this  asylum.  Thus  far,  at  these  two  great  insti- 
tutions referred  to,  tbe  former  with  about  one  hundred  and  fifty,  and  the 
latter  with  over  eight  hundred  patients,  the  experiment  has  been  found  so 
successful  as  to  be  persevered  in ;  whether  adopted  beyond  these  hospitals 
or  net  1  have  no  means  of  ascertaining.  It  is  certain,  however,  that  tbe 
attempt  has  been  much  noticed  and  applauded  in  EuglHud,  and  of  course 
will  soon  bave  its  praises  transferred  to  every  portion  of  our  land. 

"  As  reirards  Great  Britain,  tbe  encomiums  bestowed  upon  this  innovation 
may  be  all  deserved ; — in  a  country  where  at  ibis  moment  a  chain  to  each 
bed  of  at  least  one  long  dormitory  may  be  seen  at  tbe  extensive  metropolitan 
hospital  of  St.  Luke,  such  a  discovery  as  pots  an  end  to  such  barbarity  may 
well  excite  applausei  or  at  tbe  Lincoln  Asylum,  where  the  number  of  pa- 
tients under  restraint  were  39  of  an  entire  number  of  72,  in  1830;  54  of  92, 
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in  1831;  40  of  70,  in  1832;  ftSafSl,  in  1833;  44  of  87,  1834;  lad  so  on,  tha 
change  must  be  most  graiinriog  to  erery  humaoe  heart. 

"  Dr.  CoDoily,  in  '  ibe  vUxj-istH  Report  of  ike  Visitiog  Jutiicm  of  the 
CouDiv  Lunatic  Aaylom  at  Hanwell,'  for  the  yen  1830,  (page  47,)  remaHn 
as  follows  [  '  For  patients  who  lake  off  or  destroy  tbeir  olotkes,  atroBg 
drasges  are  prorided,  («eur«d  Tound  the  viaitt  bf  a  Uaihem  belt,  Jiutentd 
by  aimail  lock.  For  some  nho  deatroy  the  collar  and  cub  of  their  dresiei 
with  tbeir  teeth,  a  leathern  binding  to  iboie  parte  of  the  drees  ii  found  con- 
Tenieot.  Varied  cotitrivancet  are  adopted  with  variable  results /or  keeping 
clothing  on  those  who  would  otfaervi&e  expose  themaekei  lo  cold  at  night; 
and  warm  boots,  fattened  round  the  anklet  by  a  tmall  lock  inatesd  of  a 
button  or  baekle,  are  sometimes  the  means  of  protecting  the  feet  of  those 
who  will  not  lie  down.  "  »  *  *  7'Aose  who  are  in  th«  habit  of  tlriking  tud- 
deniy,  tearing  the  bed-clolhet,  ^c,  somelimes  wear  a  dress  of  which  the 
sleeves  terminate  in  ■  ttaffed  glove,  viithout  a  divitian  for  the  thumb  and 
fingert.  Bat  do  form  of  strait- waistcoat,  no  hand-straps,  no  leg-locks,  nor 
any  contrirance  confining  the  trunk  or  limbs-or  any  of  the  musclas  is  now  in 
use.  The  coercion-chairs,  about  forty  in  nuaber,  hare  been  altogether  re* 
moTed  trom  the  wards ;  no  chair  of  this  kind  has  been  used  for  the  purpose 
of  restraint  since  the  middle  of  Aueusi.' 

"Any  gentleman  familiar  with  the  management  of  this,  or,  I  believe,  any 
other  of  the  New  England  institutions  from  their  origin,  will  at  once  de- 
clare, if  ibis  is  all  thai  is  meant  by  ao  absolute  disuse  of  restraining  meaua — 
if  itti  application  of  leathern  mittens,  waist-straps,  varied  conlrivaoces  for 
keeping  on  clothing,  boots  with  locks,  &*:.,  are  considered  such  mild  and 
irifliog  measures  as  not  to  be  included  under  the  phrase  of  pertoTtal  r«- 
ttruini,  that  this  innovation  or  experiment  or  improvement  can  never  be 
introduced  here,  for  the  best  of  all  reasons,  that  (he  application  of  the  severe 
measures  reported  as  discarded  at  Hanwell  never  was  heard  of  in  our  aay- 
lams,  and  bat  a  few  even  of  the  measures  deemed  so  insignificant  as  to  form 
no  exception  have  ever  been  found  neoessary  here.  If  this  is  all  that  is  in- 
tended [n  the  new  system,  out  etperienee  for  years  may  encourage  them  to 
go  on  fearlessly. 

"Ao  amount  of  restraint  less  than  it  intimated  in  these  exceptions,  has 
long  proved  adtquale  in  this  institution ;  the  necessity,  for  example,  of  re- 
straining apparatus  for  keeping  the  patient  covered  at  night,  is  here  obviated 
by  the  admission  of  heated  ait  to  the  sleeping  apartment  when  necessary. 
For  some  years  the  average  nnmber  of  patients  unaer  the  restraint  of  leathern 
mittens  has  not  etceeded  one  per  cent,  and  often  week  aftei  week  elapses 
without  even  a  single  instance. 

"  I  have  no  doubt  that  this  rare  use  mi^t  with  safety  be  carried  to  a  still 
greater  extent— to  that  of  absolute  interdiction;  hut  how  far  it  may  he  dis- 
pensed with.  Of  how  far  the  best  good  of  the  sufferer  demands  its  applica- 
tion, is  a  question  of  judgment  to  be  decided  in  view  of  all  the  circumstances 
of  each  case.  An  imporiant  lule  is,  that  no  restrainL  even  of  the  slightest 
kind,  should  ever  be  applied  or  removed  except  under  the  direction  of  an 
officer.  This  rule  has  always  been  incorporated  in  our  code  of  domestic 
re^ulaiions.  But  to  lay  down  the  broad  absolute  rule  of  disusing  ell  the 
mild  forms  of  restraint,  would  not  comport  with  the  hest  good  of  an  institu- 
tion. I  do  not  doubt  that,  with  the  number  of  active  and  trosty  assistants 
we  now  have,  it  might  be  practicable  to  pursue  such  a  system,  perhaps  with- 
it  any  results  of  conseqnence  to  be  regretted.    Yet  its  adoption  would  be 


the  patient.  A  portion  of  the  feeling  in  England  as  to  resliaining  □ 
is  based  on  a  delusion.  Which  is  the  greater  restraint,  to  sbnt  up  a  patient 
disposed  to  strike  upon  any  sudden  impulse  in  his  solitary  dormitory,  having 
its  light  admitted  just  below  the  ceiling,  or  to  place  large  leathern  mittens 
on  his  hands,  and  permit  him  to  go  into  a  large  court-yard  and  to  walk  up 
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and  down  ia  th«  optn  air?    Tb«  aeelasioa  within  a  room  is  not  eoDtidered 
ftrmmal  restraint  in  the  repoits  r«ftrted  to. 

"  Or  which  is  leut  oppressive  to  a  patient  disposed  to  certain  iToublesooie 
luibiti,  as  abrading  the  skin  of  the  face  by  peipelual  picking,  or  plucking;  out 
the  hair  root  after  root — habits  beconae  from  neglect  so  inTeteraie  and  invo- 
Igntary,  that  evea  while  the  physiclaa  is  dissuading  or  Droroisiag  restraint, 
' '    '       '  '   isly  returns  to  its  wonted  act— to  place  the  bands  ii 


maS  of  leather,  at  once  simpU,  free  from  paio,  and  effective,  or  to  trust  to 
the  Tigilance  or  the  eTentually  annoying  and  irritating  remindings  or  re- 
straints of  an  agsisiaDt?    Who  can  doubt  as  to  the  comparatire  advantage 


of  persoaal  restraint  from  the  hands  of  attendants  or  of  apparatus,  in  those 
cases  of  delirium-like  fury,  where  the  sufferer  is  constantly  eDdeavouriag  lo 
rise  from  bis  bed,  and  where  the  presence  of  faces  around  him  is  associated 
in  his  blind  htazy  with  euemies  lo  be  contended  with,  regardless  of  their 
nuBibeis.  The  mind  may  be  in  that  state  where  the  most  soothing  atun- 
tions  aie  met  only  with  fury  and  suspicion.  How  valuable  in  such  a  case 
is  the  beautiful  and  simple  apparatus,  constructed,  I  believe,  by  my  distin- 
guished predecessor,  Dr.  Wyman,  which  liolds  ibe  sufferer  gently  in  his 
position  on  his  bed,  allowing  him  almost  every  natural  and  proper  move- 
meot,  yet  prevents  bis  wearioe  himself  out  by  constant  effeils  to  rise,  and 
allows  every  person  (o  leave  his  immediaie  apartment,  (for  hie  disordered 
fancv  mates  cruel  enemies  of  all,)  with  a  certainty  that  he  is  safe  and  com- 
fortable. 

''Again,  ia  some  highly  active  forms  of  the  suicidal  propensity,  where  no 
human  vigilance  can  prevent  the  consummation  of  the  dreadful  act,  except, 
accompanied  by  the  ceaseless  application  of  the  force  of  several  personsj  a 
proper  restraining  means,  such  as  the  leathern  mufi)  at  once  allays  the  vio- 
lence ol  the  propensity,  by  showing  the  paitenc  that  be  need  not  be  on  the 
watch  to  elude  his  attendants,  and  that  attempt*  are  vain  to  accomplish  his 
design  hy  force.  The  best  proof  of  the  value  of  the  occasional  use  of  this 
and  other  means  of  vigilance,  is  tnanifested  in  the  eiiraordiuary  fact,  that 
of  the  mote  than  six  hundred  and  6fiy  patients  admitted  within  tbe  last  five 
years,  amounting  to  more  than  one  third  of  all  the  inmates  during  tbe 
tweoty-ihree  years  of  tbe  existence  of  this  institution,  a  single  individual 
only  has  comoiicted  suicide  I  I  canuat  here  forbear  to  refer  to  this  remark- 
able result,  as  one  redounding  to  the  houout  of  the  male  and  female  super- 
visors, and  eniitliog  them  in  the  highest  degree  to  ifae  obligations  of  the 
community ;  fur  to  them  necessarily  appertains  to  a  great  extent  tbe  merit 
of  a  prompt  detection,  often  no  easv  matter,  and  a  successful  prevention  of 
this  sad  accident.  This  result  will  be  duly  appreciated  when  it  is  consi- 
dered that  the  number  of  those  evincing  this  propensity  has  sometimca 
amoBDted  to  a  dozen,  and  I  have  never  known  the  period  when  no  instance 
existed.  I  recall  also  from  memory  no  less  than  three  instances,  within  as 
many  years,  where  paiiems  have  returned  home  upon  partial  convalescence, 
or  from  other  motives,  and  resorted  almost  immediately  lo  the  fatal  act  suc- 
cessfully, although  tbe  friends  and  relatives  were  forewarned  to  exert  their 
almost  vigilance  by  oar  experience." — p.  19. 


Another  aanual  revolution  has  brought  us  the  Eighth  Annual  Report  of 
tbe  Trustees  of  the  State  Lunatic  Asylum,  at  Weieesier,  Massachusetts. 

The  zeal  and  ability  with  which  the  previous  reports  were  drawn  up  by 
the  superintendent,  Dr.  Woodward,  have  always  rendered  us  anxious  lo 
receive  their  successors.  It  has  been  a  matter  of  anxiouB  solicitude  wtih  us 
to  obtain  tbe  means  of  placing  Pennsylvania  alongside  her  sister  state  of 
Massachusetts,  by  having  an  extensive  esiablisbmeot  for  the  insane  poor, 
and  thanks  to  the  legislature  and  Ihe  governor,  and  lo  the  philanthropic  and 
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tcalous  endea*ours  of  utimable  private  iadividoals,  of  whom  Mr.  Isaac 
Collins,  of  Philadelphia,  is  one  of  the  most  promioent,  the  state  is  about  to 
take  part  in  the  usefnl  career.  The  bill— as  we  remaiked  in  a  former  aum- 
bar — U  DOW  a  law,  and  the  appointment  of  the  proper  officers  by  Qovernor 
Porter  ia  alone  required  to  commence  the  good  work. 

Three  huadred  aod  ninety-one  patients  were  in  the  hospital  in  the  course 
of  the  year;  190  of  wham  were  males,  and  201  females. 

The  following  remarbij,  appended  to  the  13tb  table  "showing  the  com- 
parative curability  of  insanity,  treated  at  different  periods  of  disease,"  are 
worthy  of  being  cited: 

"From  this  table  we  \eif a  liiat  four  hundred  and  mnety-fltree  patients 
have  been  admitted  into  the  hospital,  whose  iosaaity  had  existed  lass  than 
one  vear;  of  these,  (wo  liundrea  awi  foriy-seven  are  males,  and  two  kun- 
drtd  and  Jorty-gix  ale  females ;  four  hundred  and  Ihirty'eighl  of  these  re- 
covered, and  Jifty-fitt  failed  to  recover;  tventy-lioo  died,  leaving  of  those 
living  only  thirty-three  that  failed  to  recover;  and  making  the  recoveries, 
exclusive  of  the  deaths,  mote  than  nimty-fiiae  per  cent.  This  supposes, 
however,  that  the  twerdy-eight  recent  eases  now  in  the  hospital  will  all 
recover;  this  will  not  probably  prove  true,  as  some  may  die,  and  a  few  may 
fail  to  get  well ;  this  may  diminish  the  per  cent,  one  or  two,  but  can  hardly 
fail  to  leave  it  above  ninety. 

"Many  of  the  individuals  of  this  class,  not  recovered,  were  removed  by 
their  friends  prematurely,  when  the  prospect  of  recoveiy  was  encouragiag. 
There  remain  now  not  exceeding /our  eases  that  came  into  the  hospital  be- 
fore insanity  had  existed  one  year,  and  but  tiro  that  are  certainly  incurable. 

"  There  have  been  in  the  hospital  one  hundred  and  ninety-ttea  cases  that 
have  been  insane  from  one  to  tico  years,  of  which  one  hundred  and  eleven 
have  recovered,  and  eighty-one  have  failed  lo  recover  or  have  died.  The 
recoveries  of  this  class  have  been  fifty-eight  per  cent.,  and,  exclusive  of 
deaths,  about  »ixty-fa>o  per  cent. 

"  One  kwidred  and  ninety  patients  have  been  in  the  hospital  whose  in- 
sanity had  existed  from  two  lo  five  years;  of  whom  tixtyfive  have  recover- 
ed, and  one  hundred  and  twenty  five  have  failed  to  recover,  are  considered 
inenrable,  or  have  died.  The  recoveries  of  this  class  are  thirtyfour  per 
eeni. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-tix  patients  have  been  in  the  faospital  the  dura- 
lion  of  insanity  with  whom  has  been  from_Ai>e  to  (en  years;  of  these  tixteen 
have  recovered,  and  one  hundred  and  nineteen  have  failed  to  recover,  aie 
considered  incurable,  or  have  died.  The  recoveries  of  this  class  are  about 
eleven  and  three  fourtha  per  cent. 

"  One  hundred  and  forty-two  patients  have  been  in  the  hospital  who  have 
been  insane  more  thao  ten  years,  of  whom  aeoen  only  have  recovered,  which 
is  less  than  jfee  per  cent." 

Dr.  Woodward  has  coniinned  his  inquiries  on  rhe  influence  of  the  moon 
on  the  insane.  His  former  researches  were  published  in  the  last  volume  of 
the  "Intelligence I."    The  following  are  his  additional  observations: 

"We  have  cootioued  to  record  facts  on  the  subject  of  lunar  ioBueace,  and 
■re  able  to  preseot  a  list  oi  five  hundred  and  thirty-two  paroxysms  of  in- 
sanity as  occurriag  in  aixty-eix  periodical  cases,  in  which  there  were  from 
(100  to  twelve  paroxysms  each  in  the  course  of  the  year.  We  present  the 
followioK  results; 

"  On  the  eighth  day  of  the  mooo,  which  is  ihe  first  day  of  the  second  quar- 
ter, there  have  occurred  the  greatest  number  of  paroxysms  of  any  one  day, 
viz.  thirty-one. 

"  On  the  $econd  day  of  the  moon,  which  is  the  «econ<i  day  of  the  firtt 
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qaaner,  there  occurred  twenty-eight  paroxf  sms ;  wbick  n  ihf  Mcond  gml- 
•st  number  ihaC  occurred  on  one  dajr. 

"  Oh  ihe  seventh  day  of  tbe  mooD,  nl^cb  it  the  last  dav  of  ibe  Jirtl  qou- 
ler;  and  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  the  mooo,  which  is  ihe  third  day  of  the 
last  quaiter,  an  equal  Dumber  of  paioiysma  occurred,  which  was  tventy- 
aix;  and  these  make  the  third  aad  fourth  days  in  point  of  numbers. 

><  On  tiie  fourth  day  of  the  moon,  which  ia  the  fourth  day  of  the  first  qoar- 
ler,  and  on  the  seventeenth  day  of  the  moon,  whieb  is  the  third  day  of  (b« 
third  quarter,  twenty-three  paroxysms  occurred,  which  ste  the  fifth  and 
tixlh  in  point  of  aumbers- 

"It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  same  days,  to  the  number  o( sir,  which 
bad  the  precedetice  of  aumbets  last  year,  have  the  greatest  number  this 
year,  aod  that  there  is  no  cbanse  in  the  order  in  which  the  number  of  pa- 
rozysmi  appeared.  Ii  is  alto  true,  that  Ihe  day  on  which  the  fewest  namber 
of  paroxysms  occurred  the  former  years,  was  the  day  on  which  the  fewest 
occurred  the  last  year. 

"  The  greatest  number  of  deaths  occurring  on  any  one  dar,  took  place  oa 
the  thirteenth  day  of  the  mooo,  which  is  the  tixth  day  of  the  aectmd  quar- 

"Oa  the  second  and  Oiird  days  of  the  moon,  and  on  the  (tflentietA  aod 
tiBenly-first  days,  which  are  the  last  two  days  of  the  third  quarter,  and  oa 
the  twenty-fifth  day,  which  is  the  fourth  day  of  the  last  quarter,  an  eqnit 
number  of  deaths  occurred,  riz.  six. 

"On  the  sixth  day  of  the  moon,  whieh  i*  the  last  day  hut  one  o{i\tt  first 
quarter ;  on  the  sixteenth  day,  which  is  the  second  day  of  the  third  quarter; 
and  on  the  twenty-fourth  day,  which  is  the  third  day  of  the  last  quarter,  an 
equal  number  of  deaths  occurred,  viz.  >!ce, 

"  four  deaths  occurred  on  Ihe  fifth,  seventh,  ninth,  and  tventy-tighlh 
days  of  the  moon.  The  tix  days  on  which  have,  heretofore,  occurred  the 
greatest  Dumber  of  deaths,  have  the  greatest  number  this  year;  and  the  three 
days  which  have  had  do  deaths  occur  upon  them  heretofore,  hare  none  this 
past  year. 

"Having  carefully  noted  these  facts  as  matters  of  curiosity,  if  not  of  in- 
portaDce,  we  leave  the  table  with  its  remarkable  coincideDces,  believiag 
that  no  conclusions  can  be  derived  from  it,  showing  (he  correctness  of  popu- 
lar opinion  wiih  respect  to  Ihe  moon's  induence  in. producing  the  periods  of 
eiciiemeni  with  ihe  insane."— p.  64. 

From  eur  zealons  and  beaevoleoi  friend,  Dr.  W.  B.  Diver,  of  Macao,  ws 
have  received  the  Hospital  Reports  of  the  Medical  Missionary  Society  in 
China,  for  the  year  1839.  It  is  gratifying  to  observe  the  beneficial  reiallt 
that  are  flowing  to  the  Chinese  from  the  combined  skill  of  American  ind 
British  practitioners. 

From  the  1st  of  July  to  the  15ih  of  August,  167  patients,  we  are  told,  were 
received  into  Dr.  Parker's  hospital  at  Macao.  Into  the  ophthalmic  hospial 
800  persons  were  admitted  during  the  year  1S39,  and  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  institution  in  November,  1S35,  7000  persons  bare  received  the 
benefits  of  the  charity.  The  moral  and  physical  advantages  of  such  an  in- 
atitation  are  incalculable. 


MISCE^LLANEOUS  NOTICES. 

Transylvania  University,  Medical  Departme7tt.~Tbe  annual  annennce- 
ment  gives  the  names  of  two  hundred  and  Gfiy-four  students:  of  whom  there 
were  from  Kenicky  132;  Tennessee  37;  Alabama  37;  South  Carolioi  16j 
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Indiana?;  Missouri  6;  Virginia  6;  Mississippi  6;  Georgia  4;  Illinois  4; 
Ohio  2}  New  York  2;  Pcnosylvania  1 ;  North  Carolina  1 ;  Louisiana  1; 
UatfUnd  1 ;  Wiicoosin  1 ;  and  ibe  number  of  graduates  of  1841  was  64. 

Jeff'ermn  Medical  College  of  Philadelphia.— Tho  anuaal  catalogue  con- 
tains the  names  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-three  students :  of  whom  there 
were  from  Maine  4;  Massachusells  3 ;  New  Hampshire  3 ;  CoDoeciicot  3; 
New  York  6;  New  Jersey  14;  PenDsylvania  59;  Delaware  4;  Maryland  6; 
District  of  Columbia  l;  Virgioia  26;  Norih  Carolioa  3;  Sooth  Carolina  S; 
Georgia  3;  Florida  1;  Alabama  1;  Missouri  Ij  Ohio  11;  Louisiana  1;  Mi- 
chigan 2;  Lower  Caoada  1;  Upper  Canada  1;  Nova  Scotia  3;  Weal  Indies 
1;  Ireland  !.  

Uttiveriity  of  Ike  State  of  New  York—  College  of  Phynexaiu  and  Stir- 
geont. — The  annual  catalogue  has  the  names  of  101  sindents,  and  of  19  gra- 
duates,—session  1840-41. 

Medical  Slatitlict.— Dr.  M'Ruer,  of  Bangor,  Maine,  has  wrilten  a  circu- 
lar to  all  health  officers,  requesting  information  in  regard  to  the  population 
and  mortality  of  different  places  for  the  years  1830  to  1839  inclusive,  with 
the  diseases  of  which  the  persons'died.  We  trust  thai  an  early  and  careful 
allention  will  be  paid  to  the  request  of  Dr.  M'Ruer. 

C'aae  of  Dangerout  Vlerine  Hemorrhage,  in  which  Transfu$ion  v>a» 
taccestftuly  employed,  icith  tome  obtervationg  on  the  more  frequent  expe- 
diency of  that  operation.  By  Richard  Oliver,  M.  D.,  Carlitle.^—Oa  (he 
S6ih  of  Juoe,  1837,  I  was  called  to  attend  the  wife  of  John  Cook,  a  weaver, 
living  at  Edeo  Place,  about  a  mile  from  roy  faoose.  Sbe  had  been  sttendea 
by  s  midwife,  and  had  given  birth  to  a  child  at  its  full  time  in  the  course  of 
the  previous  nighc.  The  patient  was  about  forty-two  years  of  age,  and  thia 
was  her  seventh  cbild.  I  found  her  at  six  a.  m.  io  an  exceedingly  eibausied 
condition.  Blanched  by  a  profuse  hemorrhage,  which  no  adequate  means 
had  been  employed  to  suppress,  but  wbich  had  now  ceased,  she  was  lying  om 
her  back  in  a  slate  of  imperfect  consciousness,  with  the  pulse  at  the  wrist 
barely  perceptible,  now  and  then  moaning  lowly,  and  casting  about  her 
arms.  About  half  a  glass  of  rum  with  a  little  waierwas  immediately  given 
to  her,  and  this,  with  a  few  spoonfuls  of  beef  tea,  was  repealed  two  or  three 
times  at  intervals  of  about  twenty  or  twenty-five  minutes.  After  each  dose 
*be  appeared  to  be  a  little  refreshed,  but  upon  the  whole  tbe  symptoms  of 
collapse  were  gaining  ground.  About  half  past  seven  o'clock  hrandy  was 
substituted  for  the  rum,  and  the  dose  was  increased  to  an  ounce  and  a  half, 
with  the  addition  of  a  drachm  of  aromaiic  spirit  of  ammonia  and  a  few  drops 
of  liocture  of  opium  to  every  second  or  third  portion.  The  same  deceitful 
promises  of  reaction  were  succeeded  by  tbe  same  progressive  indicaltone  of 
sinking,  until  at  length,  ahout  one  p.  m.,  she  became  quite  unable  to  swallow. 
Tbe  pulse  at  the  wrist  and  In  the  carotids  had  not  been  perceptible  for  more 
than  two  hours  and  a  half,  and  tba  coma  was  now  complete.  Under  these 
very  unpropitious  circumstances  I  determined  on  transfusion,  with  little  hope 
of  Buecesa,  and  with  no  small  compuuctioa  for  having  ihua  afforded  the  ope- 
lalion  BO  little  fair  play.  At  half  past  one,  p.  m.,  1  was  provided  with  the 
apparatus  necessary  for  performing  it ;  and  having  obtained  a  willing  supply 

■  Ediabarih  Medial  ind  Sargici)  Joornal,  Oct  1B40,  No.  145 ;  end  Brit  and  For. 
Hed.  Rev.,  Jut.  1841,  p.  960. 
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of  blood  from  three  of  the  patient's  kiad-hearted  oei^hboaFS,  I  opened  a  reia 
at  the  bend  of  her  arm,  and  with  the  asiUtaace  of  two  of  my  professionil 
frieads,  Mr.  Bowman,  surgeon  of  this  place,  aod  Dr.  Htotj  Lonsdale,  now 
DenioDitraior  of  Aoatom;  in  Q,ueen's  College,  EdiDburgb,  I  proceeded 
cautiously  aod  itendily  to  iniroduce  it. 

I  had  Dili  taken  care  to  see  that  the  instrument  was  in  proper  order,  and 
particularly  that  I  should  hare  the  syringe  and  its  lobes  free  from  air.  Afler 
one  or  two  gentle  strokes  with  the  piston,  made  with  a  riew  to  ascertain 
Ibis  point,  I  found  that  the  cup  attached  to  the  apparatus  was  so  small  that 
it  could  not  be  safely  used.  Unless  the  piston  was  elevated  very  slowly, 
and  the  hlood  was  supplied  very  steadily  to  the  cup,  thf  ra  was  great  risk  of 
introductog  air  into  the  cylinder.  But  finding  that,  by  taking  a  common 
basin  to  receive  the  blood,  and  by  drawing  it  up  thence  through  the  bottom 
of  the  sj'ringe,  I  could  obviate  this  danger,  I  laid  the  cup  aside  altogether. 
With  this  simple  arrangement  I  passed  syringeful  after  syringeful  into  her 
exhausted  veins,  pausing  from  time  lo  time  to  mark  the  effects,  and  aniiously 
watching  for  some  glimmering  promise  of  the  return  of  energy  to  her  heart. 
On  a  moderate  computation  we  had  already  transfused  twelve  ociuces  of 
blood,  and  she  still  lay  pulseless  and  perfectly  insensible.  The  respiration, 
however,  although  faint  and  low,  was  distinct  and  regular;  so  that,  how- 
ever small  the  amount  of  blood  in  her  system  might  be,  there  was  still  some 
undergoing  aeration  in  the  lungs;  and  tn  gradually  augmentiug  its  quantity, 
we  might  possibly  contribute  to  raise  ber  vital  powers,  by  enablins  a  larger 
portion  of  it  to  reach  the  nervous  centres.  We  could  not  discern  the  heart'* 
pulsations,  but  we  might  be  quite  certain  ihtt  it  did  beat,  and  that  the  gene- 
ral circulation,  although  thus  imperceptible,  was  Still  actually  carried  on. 
We  had  yet  obtained  no  assurance  of  improvement,  but  it  was  pretty  evi- 
dent that,  by  proceeding  cautiously,  we  neither  had  done  nor  could  do  any 
harm.  Without  this  expedient  the  poor  woman's  death  was  iaevitable,  and 
bot  too  probable  we  then  thought  even  with  it;  so,  disregarding  the  caations 

fives  upon  this  point,  we  determined  to  go  on.  Steadily  and  slowly  the 
lood  was  introduced  as  before,  until  at  length  we  imagined  that  the  pulse 
became  faintly  perceptible  in  the  armj  and,  slight  as  it  was,  this  iuiimalioD 
of  the  heart's  increased  power  gave  us  no  small  encouragement.  Af^er  per- 
severing for  a  few  minutes  longer,  we  had  the  very  perfect  gratification  of 
witnessing  not  only  the  complete  teatoraiiou  of  the  circulating  power,  but 
the  return  of  eousciousnese,  and  of  the  ability  to  speak.  It  is  unnecessary 
to  advert  to  the  subsequent  details  of  the  treatment  and  of  the  recovery, 
farther  than  to  mention  that  she  went  on  very  favourably,  and  io  a  few 
weeks  was  moving  about  in  her  family  as  usual.  She  remained  for  some 
time  longer  rather  weak  and  delicate,  but  beyond  an  occasional  slight  head- 
ach,  and  a  tendency  to  consiipation  and  flatulence,  she  suffered  Irom  none 
of  tbe  more  prominent  and  distressiag  symptoms  which  ordLnarily  ensue 
after  serious  losses  of  blood,  and  she  has  long  been,  and  still  remains,  in 
very  good  health.  With  respect  to  the  quantity  of  hlood  introduced  in  this 
case,  I  am  not  able  to  speak  with  absolute  accuracy  ;  but  I  feel  quite  certain 
that  1  am  below  the  mark  in  mentioning  twenty-two  ounces.  From  each  of 
th*  individuals  who  supplied  tbe  blood  we  took  at  least  an  average  of  twelve 
ounces;  and  although  we  did  not  attempt  to  measure  the  amonct  of  it.  1  am 
perfectly  satisfied  that,  at  all  event*,  not  more  than  one  third  of  the  whole  was 
lost  by  coagulation,  and  by  being  thrown  upon  the  ground  in  adjusting  and  pre- 
paiing  the  lostiumenl. 

Obtervatioru  on  the  Diagnoiii  and  Pathology  of  Fracturet  of  the  Jfeek 
of  the  Femw.  By  Robert  fUltiam  Smith,  A.  M.,  M.  R.  I.  ^.i— [Thia  is 
a  very  valuable  memoir,  well  deserving  attentive  perusal.    We  regret  that 
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we  can  on]y  find  roon  Tor  the  Ubnlar  rien  or  ibe  cases  (each  of  which  is 
detailed  in  the  paper  and  illusKated  bj  a  woodcut),  and  ihe  cODclasioos  de- 
duced therefrom  bj  the  auilior.] 


ItttraeapttUar  Fractwe*  of  the  Neck  of  the  Femur. 

No. 

,™. 

Aie. 

Font  ion  nf  ths 
Pool 

Period  of  •uivinl 
after  Ihe  receipt 

1 

Laurence  Maeoite 

40 

iinch 

ErersioD 

14  days 

2 

William  Colfins   .    . 

36 

i    « 

17    „ 

3 

Thomas  Maguire  .    . 
norabCam^ell    .    . 

84 

i    » 

14    H 

4 

75 

1      » 

2  month*. 

5 

HarfGill     .    .    .    . 

SO 

Not  known. 

6 

Esther  Chrialie      .    . 

60 

1      ", 

7 

Mary  Lamb  .... 

80 

1  year. 

8 

Margaret  Bonrke   .    . 

90 

!! 

14  days. 

9 

Margaret  Myler     .    . 

78 

i    ,, 

8  months. 

10 

A  female  ..... 

65 

1      » 

Not  known. 

11 

Patrick  Doolan .    .    . 

60 

8      » 

7  yeais. 

12 

Michael  Curry  .    .    . 
Matthew  Reilly     .    . 

40 

1*    .. 

1  month. 

13 

46 

i    .1 

4  months. 

14 

A  female 

66 

1      •> 

Not  known. 

15 

Sarah  Asbion    .    .    . 

66 

U    „ 

9  years. 

16 

Elizabeth  Caaer    .    . 

60 

S    .. 

Inrersion 

Not  known. 

17 

Robert  Robinson  .    . 

50 

2      „ 

Several  years. 

18 

Bllen  Walker  .    .    . 

70 

i      n 

7  days. 

19 

Laurence  Reilly    .    . 

56 

3      „ 

Several  years. 

20 

Joseph  SesloD  .    .    . 

90 

^^    » 

7  years. 

31 

A  female 

65 

2i    .. 

Several  years. 

22 

Thomas  Connolly.    . 

50 

i  1. 

10  days. 

23 

Bridget  Misset  .     .     . 

72 

i     >• 

„ 

10  weeks. 

ExlracapnUar  1 

yactt 

re  of  the  Ne 

ck  of  the  Fa 

nur. 

24 

Patrick  Murphey  .    . 

80 

2  inch 

loTersioD 

14  days. 

85 

Alicia  Hani.     .    .    . 

7ft 

U» 

Erersion 

*   ,. 

26 

Jamea  Stanford      .    . 

67 

8 

8    „ 

87 

A.  B.,  a  man     .     .    . 

50 

2    ., 

14    „ 

38 

MarfKelley      .    .    . 

56 

U  „ 

"j 

11    » 

89 

EUeoBryBD.    .    .    . 
Patrick  Grant    .    .    . 

65 

li  .. 

5  weeks. 

30 

70 

1}  » 

„ 

6  days. 

31 

Margaret  Connolly     . 

89 

H  :, 

12    „ 

32 

Thomas  Murphy   .    . 

41 

Not  known. 

„ 

A  few  weeks. 

Impacted  Fraclurea  of  the 

Neck 

of  the  Femu 

r,  external  t 

the  Captule. 

33 

John  Summers  .    .    . 

74 

a  inch 

ETersion 

8  months. 

34 

Mary  M-Kenoa      . 

52 

3    « 

„ 

4  days. 

35 

Catherioe  Egao    .    . 

60 

li    >. 

Inversion 

1  month. 

36 

Sarah  Denny    .    .    . 

70 

1      .. 

E  version 

1     <> 

37 

Alicia  Sherlock     .    . 

64 

i  „ 

15  weeks. 

38 

James  Power     .    ■    . 

54 

u ;: 

6  months. 

A.  B.,  a  female  .    .    . 

eo 

Not  known 

Not  known. 

40 

Not  known    .... 

41 

Bryan  DuDD.    .    .    . 

60 

"'  i  "u 

„ 

"13  days. 

Impacted  Fracture  of  Ike 

Neck 

of  the  Femu 

,  internal  to 

the  Captule. 

42  1  Owen  Curran    .    .    . 

1  70 

iinch 

Eversion 

1  year  &  10  mo. 
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Fr«iD  what  las  beeo  listed  ia  tlie  ptece4iiig  Piges,  and  from  the  evidence 
afforded  by  (he  post-mortem  ciamiOHtion  of  £uy  specimen!  of  fracimei  of 
(he  neck  of  the  femur,  foriv-iwo  of  which  hare  been  deiailed,  I  tbiok  I  am 
justifieii  in  dcdocing  the  followiog  coDclusiuDs: 

1.  A  slight  degree  of  shorteoiag,  removable  by  the  eitension  oftbe  limb, 
iDdicales  a  fracture  within  the  capsular  ligameol.  3.  The  degree  of  sborlen- 
iog,  where  the  fra.cture  is  within  the  capaalai  figameat,  Taries  from  a  quar- 
ter of  an  inch  to  one  inch,  or  ooe  ioeb  tad  a  half.  3.  The  degree  of  short- 
eniag,  when  the  fracture  is  within  ihe  capsule,  Tiries  chiefly  accordioe  to 
the  extent  of  laceration  of  the  fibio-syuovial  folds  which  invest  the  Deck  of 
the  femur.  4.  Ia  some  cases  of  intracapsular  fracture  the  injury  is  ttot  in- 
mediacely  followed  by  shortening  of  the  limb.  5.  This  absence  of  sborten- 
ing  is  generally  owing  lo  the  integrity  of  the  fibro-aynoTial  folds.  6.  Id  sgch 
cases  the  retraction  of  the  limb  may  occur  suddenly,  many  weeks  after  the 
receipt  of  the  injury.  7.  This  sudden  retraction  of  the  limb,  which  indicates 
a  fracture  within  the  capsule,  is,  in  general,  to  be  ascribed  to  the  accideatil 
laceration  of  the  fibro-synoTial  folds.  8.  The  degree  of  shortening,  when 
the  fracture  is  external  to  the  capsule  and  not  impacted,  raries  froniMie 
inch  or  one  inch  and  a  half,  to  two  iuches  or  two  inches  and  ■  half.  9. 
When  a  great  degree  of  shortening  occurs  immediately  afYer  the  receipt  of 
the  injuiy,  we  usually  find  a  comminuted  fiacture  external  lo  the  capsule. 
10.  The  exiracapsular  fracture  is  generally  accompanied  by  fracture  with 
displacemeat  of  one  or  both  trochanters.  II.  The  extracapsular  impaettd 
fracture  is  generally  accompanied  by  fracture  without  displaci  '  "~ 

or  both  trochanters.     IS.  Id  such  cases  the  fracture  of  the  pro' 


i  readily  than  that  of  the  cerrix,     13.  The  degree  of  shortening,  wfaeo 

the  fracture  it  impacted,  varies  from  a  quarter  of  an  inch  to  one  inch  and 
a  hair.  14.  The  exuberant  growths  of  bone  met  with  in  these  cases  have 
been  by  many  erroneously  considered  to  be  merely  for  the  purpose  of  sup- 
porliog  the  acetabulum  and  the  neck  of  the  femur.  15.  The  difficulty  of 
asceriaining  crepitus,  aad  of  restorinc  the  limb  to  its  natural  lenglb,  are  the 
chief  diagnostic  signs  of  the  impacted  fracture.  16.  The  position  of  the  foot 
is  as  much  inSuenced  by  the  obliquity  of  the  fracture  and  the  relative  posi- 
tion of  the  fragments,  as  by  the  action  of  the  muscles.  17.  Inversion  of  tb* 
foot  may  occur  in  the  intracapsular,  extracapsular,  or  impacted  fracture  of 
the  neck  of  the  femur.  18.  When  in  [he  intracapsular  fracture  the  lower 
fragment  is  placed  in  front  of  the  upper,  the  foot  is  usually  inverted,  19. 
When  in  the  extracapsular  fracture  with  impaction,  the  superior  is  driven 
into  the  inferior  fragment,  so  as  lo  leave  the  greater  portion  of  the  Utter  in 
fioDt  of  the  former,  the  foot  is  generally  inverted.  20.  In  cases  of  commi- 
Buled  extracapsular  fraciute  without  impaction,  hut  with  separation  and  dis- 
placement of  the  trochanters,  the  foot  may  be  turned  either  inwards  or 
outwards,  and  will  generally  remsiu  iu  whatever  position  it  has  been  acci' 
dentally  placed.  21.  The  consolidalioa  by  bone  of  ibe  intracapsular  fracture 
is  most  likely  to  occur  when  ihe  fracture  is  also  impacted.  22.  Severe  eaa- 
tusioD  of  the  hip-joint,  causing  paralysis  of  the  muscles  which  surround  tbs 
articulation,  is  liable  to  be  confounded  with  fracture  of  the  neck  of  the 
femur.  33.  The  presence  of  chronic  rheumatic  ■arthritis  may  not  only  lead 
us  to  suppose  that  a  fracture  exists  when  the  bone  is  entire,  but  also  wbcn 
there  is  no  doubt  as  to  the  existence  of  fracture,  may  render  diagnosis  diffi- 
cult as  to  the  seat  of  the  injury  with  respect  to  ihe  capsule.  24.  Serefe 
coDtusioD  of  the  hip-joint,  previously  the  seat  of  chronic  rheumatic  arthritis, 
and  the  impacted  fracture  of  the  neck  of  the  femur,  are  the  two  cases  most 
liable  to  be  confounded  with  each  other.  25.  Each  particular  symptom  of 
fracture  of  the  neck  of  the  femur,  separately  considered,  must  be  looked 
upon  as  equivocal ;  the  union  of  all  can  alooe  lead  to  correct  diagnosis. 
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On  the  Uitoftke  Tincture  of  the  Muriate  of  Irtm  in  Diabetei  MeUtitu. 
By  Charles  Clay,  Esq.,  Surgeon,  Manchester.^— The  folllowiog  Ihree  cawt 
yielded  go  decidedly  toihe  use  of  ihe  liDci.  ferr.  mur.  P.  L.,  aflermasy  other 
lemediee  had  been  tried,  thai  I  trust  tbat  placiag  tbem  before  the  public  will 
be  the  means  of  teetiog  its  meiiis  Elill  further.  It  is  quite  necessary,  in 
order  to  succeed,  lo  give  it  io  large  does,  at  I  have  repeatedly  tried  the  same 
remedy  in  small  doses  without  any  effect.  The  cases  I  am  about  to  give  were 
of  sufficient  staading  as  to  time  and  obstinacy  (and  could  only  be  considered 
bad  cases},  and  of  such  a  character  that  the  trial  of  any  new  remedy  was 
perfectly  justifiable. 

Case  1.— James  Newton,  of  Aahlon-uDder-Lyne,  February,  1S36,  aged  75 
years,  bad  been  for  two  yens  suffering  from  diabetic  flows  of  urine,  which 
for  nine  months  had  considerably  increased  ;  he  had  been  under  the  care  of 
different  persons,  and  a  Tiriely  of  remedies  were  tried,  but  do  abatement  of 
the  symptoms  was  obsetrable.  When  he  applied  to  me,  the  quantity  of  urine 
discharged  was  nine  pounds  and  a  half  by  weight  in  twenty-four  hours,  fully 
cbargedwUh  saccharioe  matter;  his  appearance  was  emaciated,  anxious 
countenance,  and  a  dry,  furred  tongue.  After  trying  various  plans,  without 
any  appareni  benefit  (with  the  exception  of  temporary  relief  for  a  few  days 
by  the  exhibition  of  nitrous  acid},  at  last,  without  any  particular  hope  of 
beaeGt,  I  ordered  the  foUnwio^  mixture: 

Tiocture  of  opium,  5]ei ; 

Tincture  of  muriate  of  iron,  ^ij ; 

Sulphate  of  quinine,  grs.  viij  ; 

Distilled  water,  ^TJ.  An  ounce  to  be  taken  three  times  a  day. 
Af^er  continuing  this  formula  for  three  days,  1  was  agreeably  surprised  bv 
a  sensible  abatement  of  tbe  quantity  of  urine,  but  still  as  fully  charged  with 
Mccharine  matter;  in  five  days  more  (that  is,  eight  from  tbe  commence- 
ment),  Ihe  abatement  continued;  the  counteosLce  less  anxious,  tongue 
clean,  and  evidently  improving  in  constitution.  On  the  eighteenth  day, 
barely  four  pounds  of  urine  were  discharged  in  twenty-four  hours,  in  which 
little  Hccbaiine  matter  could  be  detected.  In  four  weeks,  with  n  continua- 
tinn  of  the  medicine,  he  appeared  in  perfect  health,  and  at  the  end  of  six 
weeks  ceased  taking  medicine  entirely,  and  since  has  had  no  return  of  the 

Case  9.— W.  Grundy,  aged  30,  of  Hurst,  came  under  my  care  in  April, 
1838,  af^er  being  treated  by  different  persons  without  any  apparent  benefit. 
From  the  decided  success  of  ihe  tioct.  fer.  mur.  in  the  case  of  Newton,  I 
began  immediately  with  the  same  dose,  as  above  slated.  The  quaoiiiy  of 
urine  was,  at  ihe  commencement,  eight  pounds  in  tweniy-fouT  hours,  and 
full  of  saccharine  matter.  For  five  days  no  improvement  in  either  the  qua- 
lity or  quantity  of  the  discharge  was  observable ;  after  that  time,  however, 
the  abatement  began  to  show  itself,  but  without  any  diminution  of  the  sac- 
charine principle.  On  the  fourteenth  day,  the  diminution  of  the  discharge 
was  remarkable,  not  more  than  three  pounds  and  a  half  in  tnenty-four  hours, 
and  the  uharacier  of  the  urine  much  less  sweet.  On  the  tweoiy-fourib  day 
the  discharge  was  natural  in  quality  as  well  as  quantity,  and  before  the  ex- 
piration of  five  weeks  he  left  off  taking  medicine. 

Case  3 —Mary  Wild,  aged  56,  of  Ashton.  had  been  subject  to  a  diabetic 
discharge  for  eight  months;  her  general  health  had  for  some  time  been  very 
precarious,  from  the  cessation  of  the  menstrual  discharge:  about  seven 
pounds  and  a  half  of  urine  in  twenty-four  hours.  In  this  case  the  eaccha- 
rine  matter  was  not  so  abundant  as  in  the  former  cases.  I  gave  the  tinct. 
fer.  mur.  mixt.  for  six  days,  when  a  slight  abatement  was  observable;  but 
on  the  twelfth  day  the  quantity  was  mote  than  at  the  commencement.  On 
tbe  fifteenth  day  the  abatement  again  showed  itself:  and  from  this  time  to 
the  end  of  four  weeks  kept  comioually  decreasing.    At  this  time  pleuritic 
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■rmploms  called  for  >  eeisation  of  these  reinediei  aad  a  sabiiiiatioo  of 
olbers,  duriag  which  time  a  slight  incTease  of  urioe  came  on ;  but  on  goiav 
on  with  the  old  mediciBe  the  improrement  returaed.  She  Gaalljr  ceticS 
taking  medicine  at  the  end  ofe^bt  weeks,  reeling  her  bealtb  quite  teatond, 
and  has  bad  no  return  since.    The  date  of  this  case  was  March,  1S40. 

Mr.  Comhe.—U  was  with  no  little  regret  that  we  obserred  ia  the  Tolamci 
of  Mr.  Combe  on  the  United  Staien,  which  have  just  been  pablished,  an  altn- 
aioD  etideotlf  to  a  prtrate  conversBtioD  which  took  place  at  a  dinner  table, 
in  which  Mr.  Combe  makvs  the  editor  of  this  journal  do  Dr.  Beaumont  the 
■ignal  injustice  of  slating,  that  the  suggestions  and  experiments  made  at 
Washington,  and  detailed  in  Dr.  Beaumont's  book,  were  b;  the  editor. 

The  error  is  anolber  instance  of  the  difficulty  and  impropriety  of  traTsllers 
attempting  to  detail  private  conversations.  Mr.  Combe  was  informed,  that 
certain  suggestions  were  made  to  Dr.  Beaumont,  and  certain  experiments 
performed  by  the  editor  io  WashiogtoD  along  with  him,  whereas  the  ob- 
servation of  Mr.  Comhe  would  lead  to  the  iofereDce  that  Dr.  Beaumont 
himself  suggested  and  performed  none  of  them. 

The  editor  of  this  joDrnal  has  been  extremely  careful  tiot  to  detract  from 
the  results  of  the  meritorious  and  perserering  investigations  of  Dr.  Btati- 
moiit,  and  ii  is  painful  to  him  to  hare  the  subject  brought  forward  in  this 
manner.  It  is  strange,  indeed,  that  Mr.  Combe  should  not  bare  seen  th« 
injurious  effect  of  such  a  statement  to  one  party,  eren  if  the  impropiiety  ti 
attempting  to  detail  private  conversations  had  not  impressed  him. 

Jeffenon  Medical  College,— Reorganisation. — It  is  with  the  greatest  gia- 
tificatton  that  we  announce  the  reorganisation  of  this  college,  with  a  corps 
of  professors  whose  names  and  professional  acquirements  arc  known  over 
every  portion  of  this  country.  At  a  late  meeting  of  the  board  of  trustees,  the 
foMoHing  professors  were  unanimously  appointed  to  the  respective  braneliei: 

Dr.  Dunglison,  Institutes  of  Medicine  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

Dr.  Huston,  Materia  Medtca  and  General  Therapeutics. 

Dr.  Pancoast,  Geaera],  Descriptive,  and  Surgical  Anatomy. 

Dr.  J.  K.  Mitchell,  Practice  of  Medicine. 

Dr.  Randolph,  Practice  of  Surgery. 

Dr.  Millter,  Institutes  of  Surgery. 

Dr.  Meig:!,  Obsietrics  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

Dr.  Franklin  Bache,  Chemistry. 

Of  these  gentlemen  Drs.  Danglison,  Huston,  and  Paicoast  are  medical 
officers  of  the  Philadelphia  Hospital;  Drs,  Randolph  and  Meigs  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Hospital;  and  Dr.  Matter  is  surgeon  to  the  Philadelphia 
Dispensary. 

Wilh  the  college  thus  fitly  organised,  the  effect  must  be  to  render  Phi'i- 
delphia  still  more  the  centre  of  medical  education  in  the  Union.  Tbs 
higher  the  repuiation  of  the  schools,  and  the  more  harmooions  their  co- 
operation in  (he  great  work  of  medical  instruction,  the  pore  certainly  mu*' 
this  result  be  accomplished.  Unworthy  rivalry  should  be  abolished,  but  an 
honourable  competition  as  to  which  institution  can  be  most  azteuiveir  >■**' 
ful  Id  the  pTorcision  and  the  public  should  endure. 
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bclwMs  cnr  obseTTations  mod  thoM  of  Dr.  Bird,  *■  aome  oT  our  e 
were  condaeted  at  niher  a  low  temperature. 

By  wajr  of  ioMiluling  ■  companion  at  ibe  same  time,  ibe  urioe  of  twnty- 
KTen  DBimpregiMted  womrn  wai  mbmitted  to  exsmiDafion,  but  uadciweat 
no  cbaoge*  iodkatiTe  of  kieitclae.  Of  tbeae,  iweUe  wcr«  leguItT  isd 
hralUif,  oioe  ware  laboiinag under  gooorrhtsa,  and  were  generally  irregular. 
Three  bad  cbrooia  leucorrhisa,  two  indolent  ulcera  on  Ibe  leg,  aad  one  wu 
ifl  tbe  lait  stage  of  pbihiai*.  Tbe  six  laat  mentiooed  alio  had  anenatTbtM 
of  tong  slaodiag. 

The  urine  of  four  healthy  men,  and  of  two  labouriog  under  catarrh  of  the 
bladder,  underwent  do  efaaag?. 

From  tbe  nature  of  ova  situation,  we  had  an  opportunity  of  traEing  tbe 
history  of  each  ca«e  examined.  Tbe  urine,  io  eTerv  iostance,  was  ibai  first 
voided  in  (he  moming,  and  that  of  no  one  was  tafien  who  did  not  remiin 
long  enough  in  the  bouse  either  to  be  delireted  or  to  place  their  state  be- 
y(»id  a  doubt. 

From  what  hae  hitherto  been  published  on  this  subject,  as  welt  as  fiom 
tba  further  obserTations  made  by  ourselves,  it  will  be  teen  that  this  malin 
ia  woTlhy  of  furlbei  inveEtigation  ;  and  that  whilst  il  eaunot  be  relied  on  h 
an  absolute  test  of  pregnancv,  yel  when  taken  in  conjunction  with  oibn 
aympioms,  it  forms  a  valuable  aid  to  diagnosis.  As  illustrative  of  this  fact, 
we  may  slate  (he  fcllowiog  cases,  which  came  under  out  own  observation. 

Not.  lOtb,  1840.  Margaret  M'Goire,  eu  26.  Entered  the  venereal  ward 
with  gonorrhcea  ;  had  not  menstruated  for  two  months.  She  applied  to  the 
physician  io  attendance  for  emmenagognes,  which  were  administered,  as  no 
other  sign  of  pregnancv  existed.  At  the  same  her  urine  was  talien  as  a 
healthy  specimen}  but  tbe  appearance  on  the  third  dav  of  a  perfectly  marked 
kiestclnic  pellicle  caused  ibe  treaimeni  to  be  diiconiiDoed.  She  is  now  in 
the  obstetrical  ward,  in  so  advanced  a  stage  of  undoubted  pregnancy,  as  to 
jprove  her  at  that  time  to  have  been  in  the  second  month. 


Sosan  Rhodes,  Kt.  23,  assistant  nurse.  Had  a  cessation  of  the  catamenia 
for  three  terms  after  a  visit  from  her  husband,  a  seaman.  Her  breasts  en- 
larging and  becoming  pajorul,  with  morning  sickness;  she  supposed  herself 
pregnant.    Alarmed  at  eiperienciog  pain  in  the  region  of  the  pelvis,  acconi- 

Sanied  by  a  bloody  discharge  for  several  days,  she  applied,  Nof.  20tb,  1840, 
)r  medical  treatment  to  prevent  abortion.  She  was  put  to  bed,  and  ber 
urine  submitted  to  examination.  As  ii  exhibited  no  appearance  of  kicsleloe, 
on  tbe  fifth  day  she  was  allowed  to  lesume  bet  occupation,  and  has  since 
been  perfectly  regular. 

Laviuia  Horner,  at.  32.  Entered  tbe  medical  ward  Dec.  13th,  1S40.  Sbe 
had  been  treated  in  ihe  city  for  amenorrhcea,  prodoced,  as  she  says,  from  ei- 
posure  to  cold.  On  examination  by  Dr.  Dungiison,  iben  in  Bilendance,  tbe 
was  suspected  of  beins  pregnant,  noiwithataDding  her  solemn  protesiaiioni 
to  the  contrary.  On  the  third  day,  her  urine  presenting  the  decided  charae- 
lerisiic  pellicle,  sbe  was  iransfeired  to  the  obstetrical  waid,  and  during  the 
laat  month  was  delivered. 

Mary  Brown,  st  35,  (coloured.)  Entered  medical  ward*  Jan.  I2ih,  1S41,  in 
an  advanced  stage  of  phthieis,  accompanied  by  enlargement  of  tlie  abdomen. 
Has  had  several  children;  supposed  herself  pregnant,  and  slated  thai  quick- 
ening had  taken  place  a  tnonih  previously.  Her  urine,  however,  presented  bO 
traces  of  kieslelne.  A  few  weeka  afterwards  sbe  died,  and  on  examtnsiion, 
the  enlargement  of  the  abdomen  was  found  to  depend  upon  ovarian  dropsTi 
while  the  uterua  was  perfectly  norma!. 

lir,  very  respectfully, 
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A»T.  n.— ANATOMICAL  DESCRIPTION  OP  AN  HERMAPHRO- 
DITE, KNOWN  BY  TURNS  UNDER  THE  NAMES  OP  MaHIE- 
DOROTHE  DERIER  AND  CHARLES  DURGE. 

BT  PROPE8S0B  HATES,    Or  BOH.' 
TnnXKid  &iib  Iha  FXhA,  17  O.  H.  Puuidi*,  H.  D„  FUlxlalpliii. 

Thii  ramtrkible  iDdiridaal  wbom  we  arc  aboat  to  describe,  hi*  been 
known  to  the  medicil  coraniuDil;  Tor  more  [ban  ihictvycara,  ai  firM  b*  the 
name  at  Marie-Dorotht  Oerier,  arierwarda  by  ibal  of  Charles  Durgi.  Born 
at  BeilJn  or  Polgdam  id  1780,  he  was  baptised  at  a  female  child.  At  twentj' 
rears  of  age  be  still  coatinued  to  wear  ihe  clolbing  and  follow  (he  occaps- 
paiiOD  of  I'eaiales  moving  Ja  the  lator  grade  of  life;  it  wis  abool  this  time 
that  be  wai  Gni  Bpoken  of  in  the  public  joarDals.  Hufeland  made  mcntioa 
of  hiin  in  his  journal  for  1801;  and  nolwithaiaoding  the  perspicacity  of  thja 
patriarch  in  German  medicine,  he  gare  it  as  his  opioion  that  tbe  auribntea 
of  (be  female  sex  were  predominant  with  Derier. 

DuriD([  ibe  year*  1816  and  iS17,  Derier,  who  had  learned  to  model  ii 
wai,  risited  the  different  universrlies  in  Ger(nanT,  and  lra«led  into  France, 
Holland,  and  Engtand,  where  he  was  employed  in  most  of  tbe  anaiomical 
Buseuros.  He  was  examined  by  a  great  number  of  medical  gentlemen  and 
men  of  science ;  amonj;  wbom  were  Kopp,  Kauscb,  MorsiDa,  Rosenmaller, 
Otiaoder,  Lawrence,  Green,  and  the  bcotty  of  medicine  in  Paris,  the  must 
of  wham  gave  it  as'Iheir  opinion  (hat  he  was  of  (be  mascalioe  sex.  Hofe- 
land,  wbom  we  bare  alieady  mentioned,  Gall,  and  Brooks, declared  in  J^TOor 
of  the  feminine.  While  others,  and  among  them  Drs.  Schneider  and  Lauth, 
Scbmidtmaller  and  Ritgen,  were  of  the  opinion  that  Derier  belonged  to 
oeilher  sex  1  the  different  parts  of  the  body  wete  considered  as  appertaining 
to  the  masc(jline  and  partly  to  tbe  feminine.  The  pelric  basin  only  wa* 
eoQiidered  by  the  most  of  ibem  as  tbe  basin  of  the  fenale;  nolwiihstaod- 
ing,  tbe  anatomical  inipeciion,  as  we  shall  see,  has  demonsiraied  to  the 
contrary. 

Supported  bY  the  opinions  of  a  majority  of  physicians,  who  had  pro- 
DOaoced  him  ot  IhemBvculinesei,  and  stimulateit  by  a  sort  of  vanity,  Derier 
assumed  the  dress  and  mode  of  living  usual  among  men,  and  causeii  himself 
lo  be  called  Charles  DurgC.  Under  ibis  name  he  continued  to  live  in  Bon, 
from  1830  lo  (he  lime  of  lis  death,  which  occurred  in  March,  1935.  During 
tbe  latter  period  of  his  life  he  was  consianily  under  the  observation  of  M. 
Mayer.  Durg£,  said  be,  was  pleased  to  be  in  the  society  of  males,  bat 
evinced  a  greater  predilection  for  that  of  females,  yel  enteriained  towards 
neilber  of  thera  any  amoroas  propensities.  His  character  was  a  mllange 
of  the  man  and  the  woman;  on  Ihe  one  pari,  he  had  conrage  nnusnil  to  one 
•f  his  size— he  possessed  gieal  pbysicsl  strength,  and  loved  to  rule;  and,  on 
the  other,  disiinguiahed  himself^  for  great  maoual  dexterity,  as  bis  work*  in 
wax  were  always  well  and  faiibfally  made.  He  was  animated  with  seoii- 
inents  mild  ann  affeclionale,  yet  at  Ibe  same  time  possessed  a  certain  spirit 
for  contradiction. 

Quring  (he  last  years  of  bia  life  there  was  no  evidence  of  a  caiamenial 
discharge  ft'om  tbe  genital  oreans,  as  there  bad  been  two  or  three  litnei 
during  bis  twentieth  year,  yet  he  was  inbjeet  to  epittkxis  and  hemorrhoids. 

Shenomeoa  which  were  attributed  to  bis  manner  of  living,  as  he  indolgeii 
vely  in  the  use  of  wine,  coffee,  and  spintuous  liquon.  Durgt  never  bad 
pollotions  or  ejaculaiions  of  semen.  His  voice  became  more  hoarse  and 
•iron g  as  be  advanced  in  age;  his  beard  was  light  and  thin;  all  hi*  hair 
had  fallen  oC,  with  tbe  exception  of  a  few  lochs  that  bong  long  and  pendant 
from  behind  the  occiput.    H(s  bead  and  fttx  finemvti  tba  aspect  of  an  oM 
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womaa;  (he  Uetb  ftlio  were  netrlf  all  {one;  neck  short;  cheat  bl  ud 
FouDd ;  armi  apd  legs  alighllf  coveied  like  ihoee  of  the  female ;  hii  heigkL 
which  was  taken  at  tbe  time  he  was  thiiteea  feen  uT  age,  when  he  W 
anJTed  at  hi>  full  Btaiurej  was  fire  feet.'  Ai  thirty-eight  there  wis  a  com- 
plete ehaage  \a  bis  consiitutioD,  and  he  became  rery  gross  and  poitlTi  1>< 
enjoyed  most  eieeflent  health,  with  the  exception  of  a  oerroui  fever,  which 
■Hacked  him  when  he  was  about  fortv  years  old.  He  cantioued  thus  lo  Iitc 
until  three  years  pref  ioue  to  hii  deaiQ,  when  his  meraorr  failed,  and  he  Iwt 
all  taste  for  hi^  works  in  wax.  In  the  month  of  Uarca,  1835,  hit  coonic- 
nance  assumed  a  haggard  aspect  for  a  number  of  days,  at  the  end  of  which 
Durgt  or  Decier  succumbed  suddenly  of  a  violent  attack  of  apoplexy,  The 
autopsy  was  made  by  Professor  Mayer,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  iDSto- 
miste  of  Germany.  M.  Mayer  was  exceedingly  mioute  in  bis  eiamiDitioiu, 
which  might  bare  been  thought  by  some  unnecessary,  had  they  not  b««n 
justified  by  the  imDorlance  of  the  subject. 

We  hare  thougni  it  our  duty  to  report  faithfully  the  deicriplioa  of  ibe 
professor  in  Bon,  because  it  has  thrown  much  light  upon  the  true  oatuie  of 
an  individual  who  bad  enjoyed  a  certaia  celebrity  ia  consequence  of  ibc 
great  difficulty  that  had  ezitied  to  deierraine  to  which  sex  he  belon^d.    It 

E roves  lo  ni,  moieover,  that  there  does  exist  among  the  human  species  true 
ernupbrodiles, — ibat  is,  ibe  organs  tnale  and  female  in  the  same  indi- 
vidual. 

Autopty,  exterior.— Length  of  ihebody,  5  feet;  length  of  the  superior  ei- 
Iremiiies,  from  the  condyle  of  the  humerus  to  the  end  of  the  middle  finger, 
2  feel  4}  inches;  inferior  extremities,  from  the  great  tiochanier  to  the  heel, 
2  feet  lOj  inches.  Foim  of  the  head  feminine,  small,  os-fronlis  narrow  ud 
low:  occiput  prominent ;  hair  thin,  and  covering  only  the  occipital  region; 
beard  rery  thin;  neck  short;  larynx  slightly  projecting;  breadth  of  the 
shoulders  1  foot  2  inches ;  superior  portion  of  the  thorax  narrow  and  short; 
abdomen  of  good  length;  breasts  very  well  developed,  but  the  nipples 
shrunk;  pelvis  not  large;  pubieo  arch  of  a  medium  width;  carve  of  the 
aims  and  legs  like  those  of  a  female. 

Detcription  of  the  internal  organs. — Tongue  short,  large,  and  ovoid; 
papilla  long,  and  of  a  natural  size ;  os  hyoides  small,  but  well  developed ; 
ihc  thyroid  cariilaae  forms  but  a  slight  projection,  ia  very  narrow,  but  ofa 
tissue  snfficienlly  hard  throughout;  thyroid  gland  quite  large;  corn  u  a  thy - 
toidca,  supeiiorand  inferior,  very  long;  iha  ligaments  of  the  thyroid  and 
cricoid  cartilagea  strong  and  well  developed;  epiglottis  short  and  large; 
cavity  of  the  larynx  moderately  large,  nevertheless,  the  vocal  chords,  su[)e- 
rior  and  inferior,  are  sufficiently  ihtclc  and  strong ;  trachea  narroWj  and  its 
cartilages  mote  soft  than  those  of  (be  male.  Lungg  small ;  the  right  lung 
is  divided  only  into  two  lobes  by  a  Assure  incomplete  aod  not  very  dtep: 
the  left  also  is  divided  and  adherent  tg  the  parieties  of  the  thorax,  the  peri- 
cardium aud  diaphragm;  the  right  lung,  with  the  exception  ofa  fewartbritic 
tubercles  of  the  size  of  peas,  is  healthy;  the  le^  contains  a  large  number  of 
these  concretions,  particularly  oir  the  internal  edge  of  the  superior  lobe. 
Heart  fat,  large,  round,  and  resembles  the  heart  of  a  female;  its  structure 
is  normal,  and  the  muscular  tissue  well  nourished ;  the  division  of  its  ves- 
sels from  the  areh  of  the  aorta  natural.  The  stomach  is  of  an  oblong  fom 
and  not  very  muscular.  Sple^  small,  and  only  2  inches  10  lines  in  length, 
and  1  inch  B  lines  broad.  Liver  of  a  medium  size,  biliary  ducts  coniaio  a 
large  number  of  calculi.  Intestinal  canal  normal ;  caecum  lane ;  appendi- 
cula  vermiformia  large.  Mamvta  tolerably  well  developed,  £e  glaadulsr 
granulations  ate  wanting,  but  in  their  place  are  found  a  quantity  of  small 
globules,  fatty,  and  of  a  reddish  yellow  appeaiance ;  the  nipple  projects  bat 

'  We  here  make  ore  of  the  Franeb  nteiiare,  wfaicfa  the  reider  wiH  reooUect  i>  « liUi* 
longer  tbia  the  English,— 19  French  inebes  beinr  nint)  lo  abogl  13  EogUah  inelMi.— 
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sTightlf,  and  is  pierced  bf  n  great  nambet  of  mioun  holes,  which  are  bti- 
denlljr  tebaceous  roiJiclet,  and  siruated  only  about  the  areola.  Kidneye 
obloDg,  thJD,  and  small;  renal  capaulea  norinal. 

The  encephalon  is  small,  and  presents  entirely  the  form  and  orsanisitioD 
of  that  orgaa  in  the  femalej  iis  form  it  round  and  symmelrical^  conTei; 
lobea  qoi  promineai,  conrolutioni  numerous,  bat  narrow;  dura  mater  and 
pia  maier  are  of  an  eitremelf  delicate  texture;  pons  ratoli  and  medulla 
oblongata  small;  the  nerves,  and  patticulatly  the  fifth  pair,  are  more  deli- 
cate than  in  the  male;  the  cerebellum  is  also  amali,  and  its  rigbt  hemisphere 
IB  paiticolar  is  much  less  voluminoua;  in  fact  all  the  lobes  appear  to  hare 
been  arrested  in  their  derelopemeoi ;  the  lamina  are  oumetous;  the  cer»- 
brum  presents  also  a  want  of  devetopement  in  its  right  bemiaphere,  as  ii 
indicated  b;  a  depression  at  the  lobes;  corpus  cailosum  short;  ihalami 
ncrrotam  opticorum,  corpora  quadrigemina,  piaeal  gland  and  corpora  ttii- 
aU,  are  below  the  natural  size.  Cranium  smalT;  iu  bones  thia,  but 
solid;  sutures  not  efiaued  ;  bones  nf  the  face  tolerably  well  developed; 
ossa  maxillaria  superiora  destitute  of  leeih;  in  the  ossa  mazillaiia  inferiora 
two  molar  and  three  incisors  still  remain;  masioiS  pioceaaes  large,  and  of  a 
very  firm  teilute;  as  fronilE  slightly  projecting,  hut  the  summit  of  the  cra- 
nium and  the  occiput,  which  contain  (ha  posterior  lobes,  aie  quite  large;  iha 
prominences  coriespondiog  to  the  cerebellnm  not  well  developed,  the  left 
aaillant  and  the  right  quite  smooth ;  Tertebral  column  regularly  formed,  btu 
the  verlebrv,  especially  the  cervical  and  thoracic,  are  of  rather  delicate  les- 
lure ;  ribs  brittle  and  tW ;  the  third,  fourth,  fifth,  sixth  and  scTenth  on  the 
left  side  bare  been  fractured,  Ibe  four  first  in  two  places,  the  last  in  ooa 
«oly;  the  fractures  now  are  consolidated,  and  quite  finn;  the  pleura  adberea 
at  three  different  points,  and  also  to  the  lungs;  the  sternum,  particalarl^  iia 
•uperioT  portion,  is  quite  large ;  thorax  uncommonly  narrow,  more  especially 
its  middle  portion,  while  its  lower  section  is  also  of  |0Dd  size. 

The  bones  of  the  superior  extremities  are  proportionally  well  developed, 
but  present  a  feminine  character,  particalarlv  the  clavicle  and  scapula;  tba 
first  is  short,  ronnded,  ibia,  and  very  curren, — Ibe  fore-arm  forms  with  iha 
arm  an  angle  from  without,  a  little  unusual ;  the  hands  are  small  like  tbosa 
of  the  iemale;  Innbar  vertebra  rather  small;  sacram  large;  sac ro- vertebral 
■ogle  slightly  prominenL  The  bones  of  the  pelvis  are  strong  and  solid,  and 
io  general  narrow^  presenting  in  an  evident  manner  the  configuration  of  the 
pelvis  of  a  male;  its  greatest  transverse  diameter,  from  thecrest  of  one  ilium 
to  the,  other,  is  9  inches;  from  the  anterior  superior  spinous  process  of  ena 
ilium  to  the  opposite  it  is  7  ioehes  and  3  lines;  transverse  diameter  of  th« 
superior  strait,  4  inches  5  Itnea;  aniero  posterior,  3  inches  4  lines;  obliqua 
diameter,  4  inches;  transverse  diameter  of  the  inferior  strait,  3  inches  3 
lines;  anteroposterior,  2  inches  6  lines;  symphisis  pubis  long  and  narrow) 
(be  arch  of  the  pubis  is  like  that  of  the  male,  and  forms  an  angle  of  65  de- 
grees; the  lateral  portions  of  the  ilium  have  a  vetlieal  direction;  cotyloid 
cavities  are  flat  ana  turned  forwatd;  sciatic  tuberosities  took  downward  and 
inward ;  the  whole  of  the  pelvis  is  a  little  nnequal  and  oblique,  inasmuch  as 
the  right  half  of  the  small  basin  is  smaller  and  more  narrow  tlian  that  of  th« 
left,  and  the  sacro-vertebial  angle  greater  towards  this  side;  osseous  tissua 
of  the  inferior  extremities  very  delicate;  neck  of  the  femur  short;  Irocbaniera 
feeble;  knees  a  little  crooked  fiom  within. 

Deacriplion  of  the  genital  organ*  in  particular. — Moos  veneris  slightly 
elevated ;  the  baira  that  cover  it  |re  thinly  scattered,  and  do  not  extend  na 
far  as  the  umbilicus ;  perineum  and  anal  region  also  only  partially  covered. 
Length  of  the  penis  to  Ike  glans  two  inches;  the  glans  ilaelf  nine  lines; 
penis  mostly  covered  by  the  mooa  veneris;  corpus  cavernosuro  equally  well 
developed,  pieienting  each  one  a  perpendicular  diameter  of  eight  lines,  and 
together  a  transverse  diameter  ef^four  lines,  divided  by  a  septum;  corpus 


together  a  transverse  diameter  ef^  four  lines,  divided  by  a  septum;  corpus 
spongiosum  wanting;  the  prepuce  covers  but  about  half  of  the  ^laiis;  and. a 
little  on  the  under  side  is  founl  an  opening,  foiteUt  navicutatre,  or  small 
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CRDfll,  which  represent*  ihe  canal  of  the  acetbre,  cloaed,  uul  if  fomcd  of 
mo  (olds  or  sInn.  streicbed  backwards,  and  which  reaemble  tbe  Pfrnpha; 
[his  amall  canal  leads  to  an  openinf,  round,  and  aboot  the  size  ofa  goost 
qnill ;  the  eiternal  labia,  Ihe  skin  of  wliicb  ia  wrinkled,  forins  the  posierior 
edge  of  this  opening,  and  ibe  mucous  tissue,  smooth  end  glossjr,  its  antenor; 
at  the  anierior  or  superior  border  are  to  be  seen  two  loogiiudiDBl  folds  of 
thin,  beivrcea  which  is  a  small  canal  representing  the  canal  of  the  urethra, 
and  rans  ia  a  direction  inward ;  at  tbe  ed^es  of  the  internal  labia  are  alio 
Men  the  Test tges  of  the  curuoculc  roy rlitonniii;  ihe  circular  opening  ton< 
ttnuea,  with  a  vesiibule  of  eight  lines  tn  length,  and  merges  above  inio  the 
canal  of  the  urethra,  and  below  into  a  larger  canal  which  resembles  a 
vagina;  the  septum  that  divides  at  this  place  the  vaginal  and  urethral  canals 
»  leniilunar  in  form,  and  is  placed  bonzontallf ;  tbe  canal  of  tbe  uieihrn  ii 
■ear  tbe  racine  of  Ibe  penis,  and  is  ai  the  same  time  sinrouoded  b^  iht 

Crostaie,  which  is  firm,  bat  not  very  thick ;  neck  of  the  bladder,  and  the 
ladder  itself,  are  regularly  formed ;  the  latter,  particularly,  is  very  miMCD- 
lar,  and  its  membranes  dense  and  strong ;  the  mouths  of  toe  ureters  pccteni 
nothing  singular.  The  canal  which  repreteDts  the  vagina  ia  composed  of  a 
delicate  mucous  tissue,  and  has  but  few  muscular  fibres,  and  is  partially 
filled  with  a'greenjsh  mucus;  at  its  commencement  it  is  surrounded  bya 
tissue,  rectiform  and  vascular,  and  easily  separated  ;  (his  tissue  is  compoied 
mostly  of  varicose  reins,  which  continue  upwards  between  tbe  Tag;ina  and 
Dierus,  and  finally  disappear;  at  (his  place  are  seen  a  nutnber  of  veins 
coming  out,  and  a  Urge  artery  entering.  Length  of  the  vaginal  csoal  tHo 
inches  eight  lines;  diameter  of  the  external  orifice  where  it  is  the  largest, 
ten  lines;  posteriorly,  it  rs  only  six  lines;  in  its  iolproal  surface  aDtcriorly 
it  is  a  little  corritgaied, — farther  back,  smooth,  but  garnished  with  a  grcit 
narober  of  small  warts,  where  are  to  be  seen  also  radiated  or  siar-formed 
cicatrices,  Tbe  vagina  terminates  inleriorly  by  a  narrow  portion  or  sort  of 
isthmus  of  a  spongy  texture,  and  of  from  four  to  six  lines  in  length;  brbiod 
this  isthmus,  which  renresentB  the  imperforate  orifices  of  ibe  uterus,  is  found 
the  uterus  itself,  whicn  continues  upwards  with  the  oblique  direction  of  ihe  - 
vagina,  behind  and  between  tbe  bladder  and  rectum,  with  a  slight  detlioa- 
lion  from  right  to  left,  so  ihsi  its  base  is  seen  on  tbe  left  side  of  the  bladder, 
at  the  point  of  union  between  tbe  body  and  base  of  this  organ. 

The  ritfru*  is  extremely  narrow;  length  two  inches  sii  lines;  neckijaiie 
small,  yet  it  is  not  difficult  lo  distinguigh  that  it  has  a  neck,  body,  and  fun- 
dos;  there  is  nothing  remarkable  in  Ibe  iniernsl  surface,  except  some  imall 
folds,  and  a  number  of  small  spots  of  a  yellowish  brown  colour;  its  cati'y, 
which  contains  a  gelatinous  mucus,  rs  much  narrower  than  that  of  the  va- 
gina, and  will  hardly  receive  a  goose  quiti ;  its  fundus  is  a  tittle  larger,  and 
will  measure  nearly  six  lines;  Ibe  body  of  the  uterus  exhibits  a  few  coirn- 
gationt  or  folds,  and  a  number  o(  hydaiiform  vesicles,  mixed  here  and  iher* 
with  yellow  spots. 

Tbe  two  fallopian  tubes  open  exactly  at  tbe  fundus  of  the  uietns,  tol  la 
length  are  unequal ;  Ihe  left  lube  being  three  inches  four  lines,  and  the  rtght 
four  inches  four  lines ;  the  lube  of  the  canal  is  small,  hut  perfectly  peint- 
■ble  10  the  abdominal  opening,  which  is  imperforate,  and  where  are  dis- 
covered a  oumber  of  hydatids;  corpus  Smbriatum  plainly  lo  be  seen:  the 
mnscalat  fibres  are  very  strong  which  are  given  off  from  the  fundus  of  the 
uterus,  under  the  peritoneum,  and  which  pass  over  its  amerior  poriion  and 
the  bladder  in  a  direction  towards  the  inguinal  ring,  and  finally  are  lost  in 
the  adipose  tissue  of  Ihe  eiiernal  organs.  In  the  right  side.  Dear  ihe  open 
extremity  of  ihe  fallopian  tube,  is  a  small,  flat,  ovoid  body,  from  which  »i« 
given  on  a  bundle  of  vessels  and  muscular  fibres,  aod  entirely  enveloped  is 
the  peritoneum ;  its  form  is  that  of  a  small  almond  ;  its  parenchyma  h  «'i- 
denily  composed  of  a  yellow,  soft,  and  fiiameoioos  tissue,  resemhlrng  enci|r 
that  of  ibe  testicle ;  the  vesicule  aemioales  may  easily  be  dissected,  and  in 
Um  awd  an  to  b%  imd  tbe  artery  and  vein.    Oa  the  right  tida,  btkind  aid 
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■  IHlle  wilhont  (be  abdomiDal  apeninf  of  (b«  bllopWD  tabe,  there  it  also  a 
small,  round,  flat  body,  enreloped  id  tbe  periiooeum,  but  its  tiiiue  ii  gelad- 
Bout,  aud  composed  of  stniil  gmM,  so  eonglonoerated  ■*  to  nsembte  rather 
an  ovary  iban  a  leal  id  e. 

We  here  see  the  mixed  attribates  of  a  male  and  female;  oa  the  one  part 
a  tediele  slizhlly  atrophied,  alio  a  penia  aod  ptoaiate  g\»ai ;  on  Ihe  otoer, 
a  Tsgina  and  uieras  irith  its  fallopian  tubes,  and  on  the  left  aide  a  body 
aoslogout  to  an  ovary.  M.  Mayer  has  also  observed  as  a  fact  worthy  of 
special  notice,  the  very  slight  developement  of  the  bamiipberes  of  tbe  eere- 
fa«llum,  an  anomaly  that  &II  predicted  when  Derier  or  Durg6  was  twenty- 
fire  years  of  age,  in  coniequeDce  of  Ihe  iodi&erenee  exhibited  by  him  for 
either  sex.  Il  la  also  a  fact,  that  on  the  tight  ride,  wheie  the  cerebram,  and 
patticniarly  the  cerebellum,  were  imperfectly  developed,  there  exists  in  tb* 
abdominal  cavity  but  one  thing  doubtful,  that  is,  the  body  wbieb  was  sup- 
posed to  be  an  oraria ;  while  on  tb«  left  side  there  is  eerlaioly  a  testicle, 
although  not  of  fall  size. 

Finally,  M.  Mayer  adds,  he  tiever  has  ebaerv ed  (bis  defect  in  Ihe  organisa' 
lion  of  the  cerebellum  in  any  other  esse  of  bermipbroditism,  either  in  ibt 
mile  or  female. 


Aw.  in^EHINOPLASTlC  AND  CHEILOPLASTIC  OPERATIONS.' 

BT  J.   PANCOA£T,    tL  B. 

FnftMOcef  Aiii(Dii»  i*  Jgflbtwn  Htdleil  Collefa.  aD«  of  Iba  Barnoni  of  ilia  Pbilidtlpliik 
Hmpiui.  He. 

Joo.  Olover,  eI.  SO,  a  native  of  Bridgewater,  ia  England,  lost,  seven  years 
ago,  as  be  states,  by  phagedenic  ulceration,  all  the  soft  parta  of  the  nose,  ihs 
whole  of  the  upper  lip,  the  turbinated  bones  and  septum  of  (he  nostrils. 


Though  now  in  good  neaiih  and  robust,  be  appears  an  object  of  deformity 
so  disguMioe  to  himself,  that  be  has  voluntarily  exiled  himself  from  bit 
family  and  home.    On  examination,  it  was  found  that  the  leeih  with  ibeir 


sockets  had  all  disappeared  from  Itie  upper  jaw,  anil  nearly  all  from  iba 
lower :  a  small  strip  of  gum,  a  quarter  of  an  inch  wide,  stretched  across,  and 
formed  the  only  separation  between  the  lower  lip  and  lb*  ends  of  lbs  otsi 
nasi. 

In  coDsequenee  of  ihe  destruction  of  tbe  upper  Up  and  ihe  sockets  of  ilia 
Meth,  the  chin  came  high  up  on  the  face,  and  tbe  lower  lip  fell  on  tbe  mar- 
gin of  (be  nasal  cavern. 

Tbe  eicBtrisation  following  Iho  deitiaciion  of  tha  upper  lip  and  nose  bad 
drawn  in  the  angles  of  tbe  mouth,  so  a*  to  Isave  a  round  Meniiig  of  dm 
more  than  three  qaaiters  of  an  inch  in  diameter  when  tbe  laoatli  wat  opened 
to  the  widest  extent. 

Jan.  20ih,  an  operation  was  performed  before  the  class  of  the  Philadelphia 
Hospital,  for  the  enlargement  of  the  rooaih  and  the  reconstruction  of  the 
upper  lip.  Tbe  mouth  was  widened  after  the  manner  of  Dieffi^nbacb,  for 
about  five  eighths  of  an  inch  at  each  angle,  by  removing  a  slip  of  the  muscle 
and  integaments  in  front  of  tbe  mucous  membrane,  aod  iheo  dividing  tba 
membrane  in  two,  and  binding  each  half  by  suture  over  the  raw  edges  of 
Ihe  itew  lip.  A  flap  of  integument  was  then  raised  from  tbe  muscles  of 
each  cheek,  an  iocb  in  breadth  and  an  inch  and  a  half  in  length,  and 
brought  down  and  fastened  together  by  bare  lip  sutures  in  front  of  the  gum, 
wbi^  had  been  previously  made  raw  with  the  knife,  Tbe  operation  stK- 
ceeded.  The  new  lip  beoame  perfectly  adherent  to  the  gnm,  and  prcsenlcd 
a  ulural  ai^atance. 

■  HsdiasI  ExsnlBw,  Afril  10, 1S4L 
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,  Hu-efa  37.  Proceeded  to  the  rhinoplastic  pan  of  tbe  openiioa.  A  bf  of 
(he  JDlegumeats  was  raised  frora  ibe  foiebead,  seariy  of  a  pf  remidal  sbape, 
three  iocbes  long  and  ibtee  ioches  broad  at  the  base,  having  an  adherent 
Birip  raised  from  the  sralp  on  the  middle  liae  an  ioch  and  a  half  long  and 
Gre  eighths  of  an  iacb  broad,  Co  form  ihe  colmnna  of  the  new  nose.  The  flap 
was  dissected  up,  remaining  attached  only  by  a  pedicle  between  tbe  eye- 
brows, and  twisted  so  as  to  piesent  its  raw  suiface  over  the  opening  of  tbe 
BDse.    Tba  iDtegumedts  of  the  forehead  and  scalp  wete  then  brougfat  to- 

■-■  '        '" leaving  only  a  smalt  op  "    ^.i  -- ^ 

'-five  cent  piece.     Agrg 

0  which  the  flap  of  the  r 

The  new  column  a  frocnthe  scalp  was  heat  io,  aad  fastened  wiibbsieUa 
pins  to  the  upper  margin  of  the  gum,  aod  the  new  lip  formed  on  the  SOlh 
of  Jaouaiy,  and  which  were  freshened  with  the  knife  for  its  insertion.  The 
,eDiire  operation  lasted  a  little  over  bd  hour,  and  was  borne  by  the  patient 
without  a  murmur.  31st.  The  dressings  were  removed,  the  wound  in  liie 
forehead  and  scalp  wete  found  united  except  in  the  middle  space,  by  first 
intention.  The  new  nose  and  the  coluiun  had  also  united  every  where  by 
first  intention,  and  retained  in  a  ^real  degree  the  natural  prominence.  Tb* 
patient  suffered  but  little  pain  or  incouvenience  since  tbe  operation,  and  hai 
the  fairest  prospect  of  having  his  bideoua  deformity  entirely  removed.  The 
details  of  this  case  will  be  hereafter  more  fully  given,  as  well  as  those  of 
another  case,  in  which  the  oneraiion  wits  performed  by  Dr.  Fancoast  on  the 
9th  of  January  last.  In  the  latrer  instance,  the  nose,  which  bad  been  lost 
'  scrofulous  ulceralioD,  attended  with  a  destruction  of  a  considerable  part 
(he  hard  palate,  was  rebuilt  by  flaps  from  tbe  cheeks,  and  the  operatioa 
has  been  so  completely  successful,  as  to  require  a  careful  inspection  to  dis- 
tinguish it  from  Ihe  natural  organ. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL  NOTICES. 
Trantaetiom  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York.' 
This  part  of  tbe  TraosaciioDs  of  tbe  active  Society  of  the  State  of  New 
York  cODtains  the  following  articles ; — Annual  Address  on  Inflammatory 
Fever,  by  Sumner  Ely,  M.  D. ;  Prize  Dissertation  on  the  Nervons  System, 
ly  Nathan  S.  Davis,  M.  D. ;  Observations  on  Ergot,  by  J.  B.  Beck,  M.  D.; 
Observations  on  Aneurism,  by  Placide  Portal,  M.  D. :  and  an  Address  be- 
f(Ke  the  Renssellaet  County  Medical  Society,  by  Daniel  Haynes,  M.  D- 
Tbe  appendix  is  occupied  by  an  abstract  of  the  proceedings  of  ifae  society  it 
its  annual  session,  Feb.  Mil;  a  list  of  officers  of  the  county  medical  socie- 
ties; legislative  docamenis;  regulation  of  medical  fees  of  the  superiatend- 
enta  of  the  poor,  &e.  &e. 

ITamiUon't  Leeture  on  Phrenology.* 
Dr.  Hamilton  has  taken  decided  grounds  in  this  pamphlet  against  phreno- 
logy, and  will  of  course  be  regarded  unfair  and  perhaps  feeble  by  ibose  who 
consider  that  they  alone  possess  all  knowledge  on  the  subject.    Oac  ihfog 

'  Vol.  V.  Part  I.    Albany,  1&41. 

'  Leelara  on  Phrenolofj,  by  Frank  H.  Baniillon,  M,  D.,  ProfcBior  of  the  Tlieofy 
■nd  Practice  of  Boreery  in  Geneva  Medical  Cotlega  nnd  the  Vermont  Academyof  M* 
dicing.  Delnered  befera  tba  fiai^Mtai*AthanKa[n,  Feb.  9, 1841.  Svd,  ^  39.  So- 
Chester,  1B4] . 
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■tited  bf  kw  snrpmes  at,  that  we  are  "often  quoted  ai  ferDanDg  phreno- 
logy." The  pages  of  this  joarnal  havn  sufficienttjr  shown,  that  whirsl  m 
respect  the  boneiit  coDticiiooi  ofotherB  who  embfMe  the  opposite  riew,  iho 
evidence  adduced  in  Tavour  of  phrenolc^y,  backed  as  it  bas  been  by  the  zeat 
of  its  apostle,  vrbu  lately  visited  this  couDtry,  has' been  altogether  insafficiaqt 
to  convince  us  of  the  truth  even  of  its  positions. 

The  lecture  of  Dr.  Hamilton  eihibits  great  energy  of  cbaracter  and  much 
research,  and  must  hare  beaD  well  received  by  bis  andience. 


TtBctdi^t  Library  of  Medicine.    Dimertatwu  on  Duecutt  of  the  Diget- 
five,  Urinary,  and  Uterine  Organt> 

Tbii  is  another  of  those  valuable  voluioe*  for  which  we  are  iodeblad  to 
the  eDletprising  publishers  who  have  undertaken  the  series.  The  articlaa 
are  shorter  than  those  of  the  preceding  TolDtnes,  but  they  are  not  the  lea* 
satisfactory  1  whilst  they  permit  the  ground  to  be  covered  by  a  greater 

We  can  sirongty  recommend  the  whole  series  to  the  notice  of  the  prao- 
tiiioner  and  student.  The  authors  are  all  men  of  scicnoe  and  obaervation, 
and  they  are  evideotly  od  a  level  with  the  improved  knowledge  of  the  day. 


Twenty-fourth  Annual  Report  of  the  State  of  the  Inaane  Atylum  at 
Prankford. 

The  repoil  before  us  exhibits  this  valuable  ioatiluiion  in  a  favonrable 
light.  The  number  of  patieota  duriog  the  year  was  110;  of  whom  5S  were 
discba^ed;  58  remain  in  the  house. 

The  report  of  the  pbysiciaHS  exbibiia  that  they  are  alive  to  the  responsihlo 
position  they  occupy,  and  deeply  imbued  with  the  existing  improved  views 
as  to  the  best  treatment  of  the  inaane. 


tfi'6«on'«  Rawblee  in  Europe} 

We  had  occasion,  in  out  last  volome,  to  draw  favODrable  aiWnlion  to 
eketcbes  of  living  characters  abroad,  as  given  by  Professor  Gibson,  in  his 
introductory  lectures  to  the  slndeots  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  The 
volume  before  as  coalaias  those  sketches,  with  aumerous  others  of  dislin- 
gaished  individuals,  whom  its  author  met  with  io  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and 
Prance.  On  tbeee  addiiional  sketches  the  same  encomiums  may  be  passed 
as  DB  the  former.  Most  of  them  are  decidedly  complimeotary,  attd  perhaps 
deservedly  so;  there  are  others,  however,  which  may  gratify  the  reader 
more  than  the  partite  immediately  iateiested. 

Of  the  eminent  surgeon,  whose  death  has  been  recently  aonouDced,  it 

■ByW.  Brace  Jay,  M.D.;  J.  A.  Raynold*,  M.  D.;  Gmt^  Bndd,  M.P.;  Williaaa 
Tbomwn,  M.  D. ;  Robert  Chriilison,  M.  D,{  Robert  FergBion,  M.  D„  and  Dr.  Simp. 
•OD.  Edited  by  Alex.  Twecdle,  M.  D.,  F.  R.  S.,  &C.,  with  note*  by  W.  W.  Oerbard, 
M.  D.,  &c.  Ac.    Svo,  pp.  516.    Philadelphie,  1841. 

■  Rimbles  in  Europe  in  1S33,  with  Skctcho  o(  Prominent  Sur^one,  Pbyiicians, 
Medical  Schuoti,  Hospitals,  Literary  Ferionigci,  Scenery,  See.  By  Williim  Gibson, 
M.  D.,  PtofoKff  of  Barnrv  in  the  UniTenity  of  PeEuujIvaots,  tec  &c  ISmo,  pp.  309. 
-'■■  ■■-yiSdl, 
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nay  b«  iotarMtiag  lo  read  Profmsor  Oilwoii'*  dMcriptton,  from  pciktMri 
observalioD  two  yean  ago:— 

"  It  was  natural  I  (bould  wish  lo  aee  the  Wellington  at  Brftiah  aurgny, 
aa  Sir  Astley  Cooper  ha«  been  einpbatically  styled.  I  had  atieQded  his  lec- 
tures occasionally,  aud  witueued  bis  operatiooa  in  Guy's  and  St.  Tbomas'a 
hospitals  ihiny  years  before ;  1  was  lamiliar  niib  bis  writinzs  and  high 
repulBiioo  at  hume,  abroad,  and,  indeed,  throughout  the  civilised  world,  and 
Telt  no  ordinary  desire  to  form  the  acquaintance  of  one  who,  in  addiiron  to 
the  highest  proressioDal  reaowo,  was  allowed,  by  eommou  consent,  to  be 
among  the  most  finished  gentlemen  of  the  day ;  I  repaired,  thererore,  to  bis 
bouse,  without  any  iniroduclion  whatever,  was  ushered  into  his  presence, 
and  received  with  a  courtesy  and  urbanity  I  was  totally  unprepared  to  ex- 
pect; for,  upon  my  name  being  announced  by  the  ait^ndaai,  he  came  for- 
ward with  ease  and  alacrity,  and  expressed,  in  ibe  kindest  possible  way, 
'  bis  pleasure  at  meeting  one  connected  with  a  university  he  had  long  known 
by  reputation,  and  with  some  of  whose  professors  he  had  been  upon  the 
moat  tnilmaie  terms  of  friendship,  whilst  fellow-pupiU  with  them  under  ifaa 
celebrated  Hunter.  Imagine  a  tail,  elegantly  formed  man,  moderately  ro- 
bust, with  a  remarkably  pleasing  and  striking  countenance,  red,  and  ftetb  at 
a  rose,  apparently  about  flrty-eieht  or  siily  years  of  age,  but  in  reality  above 
■aveniy,  very  agile  and  gtacefnl  in  all  his  movements,  simply  but  hand- 
somely attired,  with  tbe  spirit  and  vivacity  and  bearing  of  a  youth,  with,  in 
abort,  DO  marks  of  advanced  age  except  a  bead  as  white  as  tbe  driven  snow, 
—and  a  very  just  conception  may  be  formed  of  the  appearance  of  Sir  Aslley 
Cooper.' 

"  I  had  scarcely  been  seated  five  minutes  before  I  found  myself  deeply 
engaged  in  discussing  all  the  knotty  points  of  surgery,  question  following 
question  in  rapid  succession,  and  the  greatest  interest  evinced  in  tbe  varioni 
answers  returned, — all  touching  points  of  practice,  either  peculiar  to  Ame- 
rica,  or  in  conformity  with  English  or  French  doctrines,  oc  notions,  or^  as 
sometimes  happened,  adverse  lo  both.  Thus  employed,  an  hour  glided 
quickly  away,  when  a  servant  enieted  and  whispered  audibly  that  Ibe  rooms 
were  full  of  patients,  all  anxioos  to  obtain  bis  advice,  He  rose  suddenly, 
apologised  for  leaving  me,  and  said,  "Come  and  breakfast  with  me  to- 
morrow precisely  at  nine,  and  any  morning,  if  you  please,  ai  the  same  honr, 
as  long  as  you  remain  in  London,  and  1  will  go  through  with  you,  day  >A» 
day,  tbe  various  preparations  in  my  museum,  tbe  most  valuable  and  choice 
of  which  are  contained  in  my  bouse."  The  next  morning  I  was  at  my  post 
by  the  appointed  time,  breakfast  was  served  precisely  to  the  minute,  and 
half  an  hour  afleTWards  I  found  myself  in  bis  museum  listening  to  a  teclura 
on  (he  structure  and  functions  of  the  thymus  gland,  illustrated  by  tona 
of  the  mo^t  beautiful  preparations  I  ever  beheld.  At  half  past  ten  I  took 
leave,  and  Sir  Astley  said  at  parting,  "  Come  to  me,  if  you  can,  to-murrow 
at  two  o'clock,  and  I  will  tabe  you  to  Guy's  Hospital,  show  you  the  esta- 
Uiahmeni  and  ita  large  and  splendid  collection  of  preparations, — many  of 
which  occurred  in^ny  o  '  .       ■     -  ;- 

their  ckaraetcr."    Whit 

crowded  streets  of  London,  and  moving  so  slowly  as  scarcely  10  reach  onr 
desiinaiioD  for  an  hour  and  a  half,  1  was  forcibly  struck  with  the  fund  of 
anecdote  which  he  was  constantly  pourios  forth,  chiefly  illusirative  of  the 
•cenes  of  his  lone  and  eventful  life,  and  relating,  in  many  instances,  to  ludi- 
crooa  or  remarkable  circumstances  in  the  history  of  some  of  his  professional 
brethren, — all  told  in  such  a  wav  as  lo  convince  me  that  he  possessed  an 
innate  love  fur  fun,  or  mischief,  so  refined,  however,  by  benevolence,  as 
never  lo  wound  or  tarnish  the  characters  of  those  whose  peculiarities  or  in- 
firmities be  portrayed.  I  was  the  more  persuaded  of  Ibis  ingredient  in  his 
composition  afterwards,  from  hearing,  through  an  old  friend  of  his  ir  ' 
Mignbonrhood  of  Yarmouth,  where  Ea  was  bom,  tba  fullowinf  w      ' 
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npoDlhetnllkofwhiclil  tboDghtleould  rel^-  "8if  Aaller,"  taid  he,  "wu 
the  SOD  of  a  ctergymaa  or  Yarmouih,  where,  upon  ooe  occasioo,  ihe  church 
bells  began  lo  ring  so  Tehemeailf  bb  to  alarm  the  inhabitanis,  v/ho  ran  in 
great  uvmberi  id  i^  parsooage  to  inquire  of  lh«  miDister  the  cause  of  such 
leniGc  peals  from  the  steeple.  'Oh!'  said  the  reverend  ^entlemaa,  'I  hav* 
no  doubt  it's  all  the  nork  of  that  mischievonii  wag:  of  mine,  Master  Astley, 
and  bis  hopeful  pla; male,  Tom  QoodTellow.'  Accordingly,  upou  ascending 
the  steeple,  it  was  found,  ai  predicted,  that  the  boys  were  busilv  al  work, 
full  swing,  pulling  and  hauling  the  rope  in  fine  style,  and  araazinglji  delight- 
ed at  tbe  slir  and  sensatJoD  (hey  were  creating  throughout  the  town,  and  the 
trouble  they  were  giving  to  ibe  honest  citizens." 

"During  tbe  ride  Sir  Astley  mentioned  to  me  also  a  striking  peculiarity— 
wbich  showed  the  poner  and  extent  of  bis  memory — by  remarking  he  could 
take  up  any  of  the  poets,  and  from  two  or  three  readings  repeat  for  years 
aherwards  whole  passages  without  tbe  slightest  omission  or  mistake,  and,  in 

f roof  of  ii,  immediaiely  recited  several  pages  from  Youngs  Night  Thoughia. 
a  eonversinz  with  him  concerning  the  destruction  of  Hunter's  papers  bjr 
SirErerard  Home,  he  cematked  it  was  irne,  and  an  act  of  great  folly  on  Sir 
Everard's  pact,  ioasmucb  as  it  led  lo  the  belief  be  bad  never  produced  an 
original  work,  but  bad  stolen  eveiy  thing  from  Hunierj  whereat,  he  had 
tirong  reason  to  believe.  Sir  Ererard  had  only  burnt  papers  Which  he  con- 
ceived to  he  of  little  or  no  importance,  and  tbat  he  was  not  justly  chargeable 
in  a  single  instance  with  plagiarism.  Ha  also  spoke  of  Home  as  having 
been  an  excellent  surgeon,  full  of  inrormaiioQ,  devoted  to  his  profession,  but 
rough  in  his  manners  and  opeiations,  and  so  decided  in  character  and  inde- 
pendenl  in  views,  as  to  give,  upon  many  occasions,  great  offence  to  his  pa- 
tients and  brethren. 

"  Upon  reaching  Guy's  Hospital,  I  had  soon  proof  of  the  aeiivity  of  Sir 
Asiley's  frame,  and  the  vigour  of  his  constitntiijn ;  for  be  walked  with  tbe 
quickness  of  a  young  man,  and  was  so  rapid  in  his  moveroenis,  as  to  render 
it  difficult  (0  keep  pace  with  him.  I  was  particularly  sirucli  with  bin  de- 
meanour towards  the  house  surgeons,  the  pupils,  the  patients,  the  superan- 
Duated  nurses,  and  every  living  thing  about  the  establishment,  his  toaDnec 
being  ss  kind  and  conciliatory  as  possible,  taking,  in  several  insiances,  ihs 
old  men  and  women  aside,  and  inqairing  into  iheir  wants;  aird,  upon  one 
occasion,  going  eonsiderabljr  out  of  bis  way,  and  np  a  long  flight  of  stairs, 
eipresslf  to  shake  hands  with  an  old  womaa,  who  had  been  one  of  his  prin- 
cipal nurses  more  than  forty  years,  and  tbe  only  surviving  individual,  ha 
Mid,  wbo  had  been  connected  with  ihe  hospital  as  long  as  himself. 

"After  showing  several  interesting  cases  in  the  wards — one  an  amputa- 
tion at  the  shooldfr-joinl,  performed  by  Mr.  Key,  and  in  a  fair  way  of  re- 
covery, the  stamp  bein^  nearly  healed,  and  beautifully  formed, — be  led  tbe 
way  to  tbe  surgical  cabinet,  and  pointed  out,  with  his  own  hand,  each  to- 
leresting  specimen,  giving  its  history  and  peculieiity,  and  wailing  paiienilf 
nntil  1  had  secured  his  remarks  in  my  note-hook.  There,  and  afterwards  ai 
8l  Thomas's,  1  had  the  opportunity  of  examining  all  the  preparations  re- 
ferred to  in  his  great  work  on  Hernia,  tbe  specimens  in  which  the  aorta,  ibe 
itiacs,  ihe  subclavian  and  carotid  aiieries  had  been  tied  by  himself,  and  ibe 
causes  of  failure  or  iiaccess  amply  demonstrated.  There,  also,  I  saw  a  speci- 
men in  which  the  subclavian  had  been  tied,  successfully,  by  Mr.  Key,  in  a 
case  where  the  siillary  artery  had  been  torn,  iti  ao  attempt  to  restore  R  long- 
standing dislocation  of  the  shoulder,  and  the  result  of  wbich  proved  thai  I 
myself  had  been  justified  in  pursuing  the  same  course,  under  similar  circum- 
stances, long  beTare.  Prom  the  museum  (the  eiteut  and  beauty  of  which 
can  only  be  appreciated  by  those  who  have  exsmincd  it  closely,  as  I  bad 
frequently  afterwards  opportunity  of  doing,  and  of  coiDparini;  each  specimen 
with  the  printed  catalogue^  in  shape  of  a  large  volume,  prepared  by  the  in- 
telligenl  Dr.  Hodgkin,)  Sir  Astley  kindly  took  me  to  tbe  College  of  Sur- 
geons, where  we  listened  to  a  most  eloquent  discoutw  on  the  coapwitiTe 
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anatomf  of  the  kidnejr  in  varioiu  aoimals,  hj  the  cetebratltd  Mr.  Owes ; 
afternard»  ioirodiiced  me  to  all  the  promineni  surgeons  and  phvsiciaDs  nn- 
•  ■      ■   ■  ^  ■       ■     ■  -    ■         iiHuQi    ■ 


sent,  aDdeoDcluded  bv  usberiagme  lalo  the  great  Hualerian  tnuseum,  giiing 

'  •   -    ■■-  ■--  -J,  every  department  of  it^and  there  leaiiiig 


me  [D  revel  in  the  regions  of  anatomical,  aiirglcal,  a 
my  heart's  content.  From  that  period  I  became  a  coostaol  risiier  at  Sir 
Astley's,  acd  through  him  formed  the  acquaioianca  of  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie, 
aod  most  of  the  other  distinguished  surgeons  of  London. 

"  There  are  manyj  even  in  London,  who  believe  Sir  Asiiey  to  hare  retired 
from  the  piofeBsion  into  the  walks  of  private  liTe.  This  is  a  great  miatake; 
for  although  he  has  ceased,  for  some  years,  to  perform  the  dutiea  of  a  lec- 
turer, and  to  attend  at  Guy's  Hospital,  except  as  eoDsultiog  auigeon,  he  is 
still  engaged  in  business  and  ibe  examinaiioD  of  numerou!>  cases  at  hii  owa 
house.  It  is  true  he  purchased,  some  years  ago,  a  splendid  seat'  near  Lon- 
don, and  intended  to  retire  from  the  profession.  For  a  time  he  was  delighted 
with  his  agricutturel  occupaiioni,  but  at  last  fouod  himself  so  pursued  into 
his  retreat  by  his  old  patients,  or  so  watched  and  called  upon  whenever  he 
ventured  to  show  himself  in  town,  that  he  was  obliged,  in  spite  of  himself, 
10  respme  bis  former  pursuits,  and  has  ev«r  since  attended  regularly  to  ihf 

Srofession,  Another  circumstance  is  said  to  have  contributed  lo  drive  him 
'om  the  couqlijr.  As  long,  said  my  informaDI,  as  Sir  Astley  could  God  a 
case  of  disease  in  bis  horses,  cows,  sheep,  or  pigs,  be  was  delighted,  and 
atteaded  them  with  all  the  icterest  and  fidelity  he  would  have  sl)owa  tn  a 
human  beiug,  oftea  trepanned  the  head  of  some  favourite  ram  or  ewe  in 
search  of  the  cause  of  its  diseuse;  but  the  moment  be  found  his  atock  in 

Ccrfeec  conditioD,  he  at  ont:e  became  unhappy,  and  sighed  for  his  town- 
ouse  and  the  wards  of  Guy's  Hospital." — p,  22. 

All  thia  is  complimentary.  We  cannot  say  so  much  of  hit  dascriptioA 
of  Bome  others.    For  example,  Dr.  Traill,— 

"  Of  Professor  Traill  I  saw  little,  either  at  the  dinner  or  before.  He  is  s 
short,  thick,  squat-looking  mau,  with  bushy,  black  head,  and  queer  eiprea- 
sioD,  skellies  slightly  out  of  one  eye,  aud  is  very  busy,  bustling,  and  im- 
porlant.  He  bad  resided  at  Liverpool,  and  beea  transferred  thence  to  Edin- 
burgh, and  to  the  chair  of  medical  jurisprudence,  which  he  Gils,  it  is  said, 
with  more  or  le 


And  our  preceptors  of  the  Edinburgh  school — Dra.  Home  and  Monro: — 
"  Dr.  Home,  the  present  professor  of  practice,  and  Biiccessor  of  the  late 
celebrated  Dr.  James  Gregory,  was  formerly  professor  of  materia  medics ! 
He  wai  never  distinguished,  however,  as  a  teacher  in  that  branch — being 
deficient  in  voice  and  manner,  and  bed  acquired  so  inveterate  a  habii  of 
hemming,  snuffling,  hesiialing-,  and  recalling  words,  as  lo  render  his  lectures 
very  unpalatable  to  most  of  his  hearers.  Age,  1  found,  had  not  corrected 
but  iiicreased  these  defects;  and,  as  be  never  enjoyed  private  practice  to 
any  exieni,  and,  indeed,  seemed  to  have  no  turn  for  it,  twt  depended  alto- 
gether for  his  experience  on  a  month  or  two  of  clinical  allendance  anQultlf 
Upon  a  few  patients  in  the  Royal  Infirmary,  I  presume  his  leci-jres  on  the 
practice  of 'phytic  cannot  be  Tery  edifying  to  bis  pupils.  He  is,  however,  « 
man  of  fioe  education,  extensive  general  ioformatioa,  solid  professional  ac- 
quirements, and.  1  believe,  of  most  amiable  feelings  and  resectable  charac- 
ter. ThoQgh  of  loo  full  habit,  rather  florid,  and  beyond  seventy,  he  appeara 
to  enjoy  good  health,  and  may  yet  live  for  some  years. 

"Of  Dr.  Alexander  Monro,  tertius,  the  present  professor  of  anatomy — ' 
descended,  in  a  direct  line,  of  a  dynasty  of  professors,  the  sod  and  grandson 
of  two  of  the  best  anatomists,  physicians,  and  teauhert,  that  ever  adorned 
any  university,  with  opportunities  unbduoded  of  acquiring  infoimatioD— 

■  Oaiitiiniig4,  near  Bemel  Hemttead,  IweDty.lbut  mile*  from  I«ndoii. 
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fmm  coU^ctiots  of  bnroin  uid  oomparalWe  Boatomf,  the  accun>uI>tioB  of 
'  ages,  from  exteosire  librariei  Iraasiniiled  by  his  ancesion,  bdiI  from  profoM 
stores  uf  hereititary  wealth — vihai  shall  we  say  1  Neiiher  more  nor  less  than 
thU — thai  it  was,  cettainly,  most  eiiraordinary  that  any  bod^  of  intelligeDt, 
respectable  mto,  in  the  enlighteaed  city  of  Ediaburgb — at  a  time,  too^  when 
the  celebrated  John  Bell  was  io  tbe  zenith  of  his  glory  m  ao  anatotaist  and 
Uacher;  when  Barclay,  a  mao  of  intellect,  with  profound  knowledge  of  the 
subject,  was  lecturing  to  large  classes;  and  when  yoong  Qordoo,  a  man  of 
genius  and  of  great  promise,  was  just  spriagiuK  into  notice — should  make 
*ucb  ait  appoiDtDieui,  and  without  recollecting  the  classio  lines, 
*  Genna  ct  Protros  et  que  wm  retiaioi  ipsi 
Vii  M  noitra  voco.'  "—p.  173. 


MISCELLANEOUS  NOTICES. 


Medical  Sdtool  of  Maine.— The  catalogue  of  tbe  past  session  coatain 
the  umes  of  G3  students. 

Profetter  CoUtoan. — Died,  on  the  7lh  of  April,  Samuel  Colhoua,  M.  D., 
Professor  of  Materia  Medica  in  the  Pennsylvania  College.  Professor  Col- 
hoan  was  a  zealous  teacher  of  his  important  branch.  He  was  tbe  editor  of 
one  or  two  useful  works,— Gregory's  Practice  (with  Dr.  Potter  d'BaLtimor*), 
Proui  on  Calculus,  dtc.  Ac. 

On  Dtfedive  Cloture  of  the  TVicutpid  Foramen  aa  a  frequent  caiae 
of  Dropty.  By  Peyton  Blakislon,  M.  D.,  one  of  the  Phyiiciani  Io  the 
General  DUpentary,  Birmingham.'— V%rioa»  appearances  found  in  the 
faeart  of  patients  afiected  with  the  dropsy,  referred  to  that  organ,  have  been 
generally  considered  as  the  real  causes  of  tbe  obstruction  preeediog  the 
serous  infiUratioi.  Dr.  Blakiston  adduces  instances  fiom  Bouillaad  and 
Dr.  Hope,  and  from  his  own  obserraiions,  in  which  the  aortic  and  mitral 
aperture  had  been  very  greatly  narrowed,  probably  for  a  length  of  time, 
without  producing  dropsy  till  tbe  near  approach  of  death.  Tbe  iocrease  or 
diminution  of  tbe  substance  of  the  walls  of  tbe  heart,  and  of  the  capacity 
of  its  cavities,  he  finds  also  lo  have  occurred  wiihoot  dropsical  symptoms. 
Apeeing  with  Dr.  Hope  in  the  frequent  coincidence  of  hypertrophy  and  dila- 
tation of  the  heart  with  diopsy,  but  considering  that  in  such  cases,  when  tbe 
proportion  between  ell  the  caritles  is  preserred,  no  cause  of  obstruction  can  be 
recognised,  he  asks,  is  it  not  probable  that  some  obstacle  to  the  circulation, 
liitherto  iiDobser7ed,  is  somehow  connected  with,  if  not  dependent  upon,  the 
ditalntioQ  and  hypertrophy?  The  dropsical  effusion  being,  at  least  io  most 
CREes,  more  immediately  dependent  upon  impediment  to  the  veoous  ctreula. 
(ion,  paints  atientioa  to  the  right  side  of  the  heart  j  and  the  dilatation  of  its 
«aviiies  generally  dilates  also  the  right  anri-ventrnl  foramen.  The  author 
compares  the  statement  of  Hunter,  Dr.  Adams,  and  Mr.  King,  with  his  own 
obserralions  respecting  the  degree  Io  which  the  tricuspid  valves  close  the 
foramen  in  the  normal  structure,  and  altet  some  remarks  on  ihe  dimensions 
af  the  heart's  cavities,  and  of  tbe  valves,  infers,  that  not  only  in  permanent 
dilatation  of  tbe  cavities,  but  also  from  shortening  of  tbe  chords  lendinte, 
and  from  morbid  adhesion  of  the  valves  Io  the  walls  of  the  heart,  tbe  closure 
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of  lh«  (rieuspid  Tilrea  muit  be  bo  intperfect  is  to  illow  refDi^ilalitm  rito 
tbc  light  auricle.  As,  honerer,  the  opinions  of  mthors  respKiiog  the  tsfi- 
cjency  of  evidence  in  suppoit  of  regurgitation  in  such  cases  am  viriow,  Dr. 
BlakislOD  proceeds  to  discuss  this  question,  and  inquires  tvhcther  the  pnlu- 
tion  or  the  jugular  reins,  nearly  tyachroonus  wiih  the  systole  of  the  beati, 
can  be  admitted  to  be,  accordiog'  to  Dr.  Hope's  opinion,  iadtpeadent  of  re- 
gurgiiatioD.  It  is  not  uDfrequeiitly  abseat,  Dr.  BlakJsion  stales,  in  byK> 
tropBj  of  ifae  right  rentricle.  He  argues,  bowever,  ibac  the  force  of  puW  . 
tron  la  oil  ibe  measure  of  the  degree  of  regursitatioo,  bnt  of  the  impalss 
from  the  riebl  Teatricte.  If  hoih  veatrlclealie  hypenrophied,  the  putsarioa 
ar  shock  will  be  great ;  if  both  be  attenuated,  the  putsstion  will  be  weak; 
while  the  obslructioo  to  ibe  circulaliuu  arising  frofli  the  relative  proporticB 
betwaan  the  potrerof  tbe  two  Teoiricles  is  the  same  in  each  ease,  "boih  the 
Teoous  current  and  that  of  the  regurgitation  fluid  being  derived  from  T«n- 
trioular  cooalriclion.''  Of  all  the  morbid  appearances  found  in  the  heart  io 
eases  of  cardiac  dropsy,  the  deficient  closure  of  the  right  auri  venlral  ape> 
tore  by  the  tricuspid  valve,  arising  from  different  causes,  is  the  ouly  one 
which  appears  to  be  coDsianily  present.  The  opinion  of  the  author  there- 
fore is,  rbat  ihia  defect  is  a  frequent  and  direct  cause  of  cardiac  dropsy. 
"I  would  not  be  understood,"  says  Dr.  Blakiston,  "as  claiming  that  ibii 
dedueiion  should  be  received  as  an  established  truth,  but  as  bringing  it  fur- 
ward,  with  the  cases  end  facts  on  which  il  is  based,  in  order  that  its  accu- 
racy may  be  tested  by  oibers."  In  conclusion,  those  uumerous  catesupoa 
which  Dr.  BlakislOD  stales  his  own  opioioDS  were  formed,  are  perspicuously 
and  concisely  narrated,  and  the  eympioms  duriug  life  and  the  appearances 
after  death,  illustrating  the  subject  of  tbe  paper,  are  placed  in  relief,  so  as 
to  admit  of  easy  connparison.  Among  them  is  detailed  a  case  communicated 
to  the  author  by  Mr.  Hodgson,  of  Birmingham,  and  a  brief  claasified  autt- 
meni  of  morbid  appearancet  in  thirty-four  cases  of  disease  of  the  heart  fa- 
corded  by  Bouillaud. 

At  tbe  conclusion  of  the  paper,  Dr.  Budd  asked  if  tbe  aothor  believed 
fhat  the  dilatation  of  the  tricuspid  orifice  was  essential  to  tbe  occurrence  of 
dropsy.  On  being  answered  in  tbe  negative,  be  aaid  that  the  phenomena 
alluded  to  by  Dr.  Blakisioo  seemed  to  him  to  be  only  illusiralions  of  the 
general  facCj  that  in  all  cases  of  otniruclioo  at  any  part  of  tbe  heart,  all  Ibe 
parts  aeaied  behind  it  in  tbe  course  of  circulation  suffer  dilalaiion,  whether 
ibeir  valves  were  diseased  or  sufficient  lo  close  tbeir  respective  orifices  or 
Dot.  The  same  fact  was  to  be  observed  in  many  cases  of  slriclure  of  iba 
urethra,  in  which  dilaiatioo  took  place  In  ihe  bladder,  ureters,  and  kidneys, 
successively,  although  tbe  valvular  structure  between  the  ureters  and  blad- 
der remaijied  uninjured. 

Dr.  BlakislOD  did  not  deny  ibe  influence  of  disease  of  one  part  of  the  heart 
in  producing  changes  in  another  j  the  object  of  his  paper,  and  of  the  cases  it  ' 
contained  (but  which  were  not  read),  was  to  show  that  there  were  many 
examples  in  which  dropsy  bad  occurred  when  ihe  only  apparent  disease  of 
the  heart  was  the  dilaiaiiun  spoken  of,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  there  were 
many  pore  of  disease  and  obstruclion  of  olher  oriSces,  or  (heir  valves,  with- 
out dropsy  having  taken  place ;  and  thus  lo  render  it  probable  that  in  many 
ease*  ihis  dilatation  of  Ihe  tricuspid  orifice  was  the  esseoiial  cause  of  the 
obstruction  of  the  circulation,  by  Ibe  regurgitation  of  blood  which  it  pcr- 
milted  in  the  systole  of  Ihe  right  ventricle,  and  hence  of  the  general  dropsy - 

Dr.  Copland  said  Ihat  the  opinion  of  dilatation  of  the  tricuspid  orifice  be- 
ing a  cause  of  dropsy  was  noi  novel,  but  had  been  generally  adroiiicd,  not 
only  by  M.  Bouillaud,  but  by.most  oflhe  modern  writers  on  diseases  of  lbs 
bean.  He  had  in  his  mind  tbe  cases  of  two  medical  men,  in  both  of  whom 
Ihia  was  ihe  only  or  ihe  roost  remarkable  change,  and  in  both  of  whom  tbe 
dropsy  was  general  and  eicessive.  As  lo  ihe  obalrociion  of  ihe  circulatioD 
ptonociog  dropsy,  it  was  manifestly  unimportaat  whether  ihis  was  the  '^'J 
of  an  acraal  and  fixed  mechanical  cause,  or  of  lb*  regurjllaiioD  of  waoa 
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Ikrongh  ■  conalaatlr  open  oriAce ;  in  ritber  case  the  nltima'.e  reialt  mutt  be 
tbe  fame. 

Dr.  Majo  said  ibat  he  thought  the  mode  of  testiog'  the  efficieocy  of  the 
tricntpid  valves  describrd  in  the  paper,  and  which  cODiisted  io  the  iDJeclioa 
of  water  ioio  the  light  Tentricle,  through  the  pulmonary  sriery,  was  cot 
capable  of  affardioti  bd;  positive  resuli.  It  was  said  that  iba  water  coib- 
moaly  passed  beivreantbe  valrei;  and  this  wai  what  might  bare  becji  ex- 
pected.  The  efficiency  of  these  talfea  depended  on  the  action  of  the 
columaa  csroR  to  which  they  aie  altached,  and  this,  depending  as  it  does 
OD  neiTous  ioBueace,  was  lost  with  life.  Tbe  tricuspid  aod  mitral  were  not 
like  the  arterial  tdIvcs,  a  kind  of  flood-gales,  capable  of  bein;;  forced  down 
by  the  force  of  any  Suid  directed  against  them,  but  were  guided  in  all  Ibeii 
moTCDieais  by  the  con  tractions  of  the  muscles  beloagiag  lo  ibera;  sad  when 
these  had  ceased  to  act,  it  waa  impoiiBible  that  ibe  ralres  abould  eietcise 
the  same  influence  as  before. 

,  Dr.  Marshall  Hall  thought  thai  the  aiiention  was  too  eiciusirelf  directed 
to  dropsy  as  a  coosequence  of  disease  of  the  heart.  Other  eflecta,  not  less 
important,  often  resulted  from  it.  He  had  lately  had  under  his  care  a  case 
JD  which,  in  consequence  of  disease  of  the  heart,  with  obslruciiM  on  ibe  left 
tide,  bronchitis  bad  come  on,  with  this  remarkable  chn'acier,  ihat  it  was 
CDiirely  without  cough,  though  clearly  discoverable  by  oiber  signs,  After  a 
time  heniopiysis  ensued,  and  the  patient  eipeclorated  considerable  quanti- 
ties of  blood.  Then  the  liver  was  found  enlarging,  and  it  attained  a  very 
considerable  size,  and  then  hemorrhage  (not  from  hemorrhoids)  occurred 
repeatedly  from  tne  intestines.  On  eiamlnaiioB  after  death,  pulmonary  apo- 
plexy was  foDDd;  the  enlargement  of  the  liver  was  chiefly  ibe  mull  of  con- 
gestion of  the  hepatic  veins  i  there  was  excessive  congeatioo  ol  ibe  veins  of 
tbe  intestines, and  Tiom  these  the  hemorrhage  had  taken  place.  In  cases  of 
this  kind  the  succession  of  events  was  plainly  traceable,  and  in  the  midst  of 
such  acomplicBlion  of  symptoms  the  dropsy  was  of  coraparatively  small  im- 
portance. Here  the  Sm  effect  or  the  obsiiuction  of  the  left  aide  of  ihe  heart 
was  congestion  of  the  lungs,  prodncing  bronchitis,  with  effusion  of  fluid  into 
(be  ail  lubes,  and  then,  as  it  iccreasea,  pulmonary  apoplciy ;  then  followed 
obairticiion  at  the  right  side  of  the  beail,  and  on  iht*  tbe  lividiiy  of  ibe  face 
ttnd  upper  part  of  the  body,  and  iba  congestion  of  the  liver,  producing  its  en- 
largeneni.  Nexi,  the  obsiacle  to  the  passage  of  blood  ihreugb  Ihe  liver  waa 
comimiBieated  lo  ibe  blood  of  the  portal  veins,  and  from  this  resulted  ihe 
great  congestion  of  ibe  iniesiines,  tne  hemorrhage  from  tbe  intestines,  and 
(he  ascites.  He  had  cases  very  similar  in  many  respects  to  this,  ivbich  were 
■till  under  his  care }  and  all  laodine  to  show  ibat  there  were  many  other 
coDse^uences  of  diseased  heart  which  required  ootue  as  much  as  ihai  which 
bad  ia  this  f*^  exclusively  occupied  atiention—'natdy,  the  dropsy. 

PrtMttUation  of  Plate  to  Dr.  fV6«»,'— Dr.  Forbes  is  well  known  to  our 
readers  a»  the  Iranslator  of  Laeonec,  and  the  able  editor  nf  a  quarterly 
review.  At  Cbiehester  be  has  merited  Ibe  additional  fame  of  a  skillbt 
physiciiln,  and  a  good  fellow-cilizen. 

Oa  Tgeaday,  the  8th  of  December,  as  we  learn  from  tbe  Brighton  HeiaM, 
a  fatewell  dinner  was  given  to  Dr.  Forbes,  at  the  Dolphin  Hotel,  Cbiehester, 
■t  which  plate  to  ihe  value  of  nearly  £300  was  presented  to  him.  Tbe  chair 
was  filled  by  William  Cbarles  Newlacd,  Ssq.,  supported  by  Adniiral  Tbomp- 
■00,  and  about  sixty  other  gentlemen.  After  the  ehairmaa  had  presented  ihe 
plaie  on  behalf  of  himself  and  ibe  other  subscribers.  Dr.  Forbes  thanked 
him  for  this  mark  of  their  esteem  in  a  very  agreeable  and  manly  strain.  He 
Beitber  asiumed  lo  himself  til  the  praise  implied  in  so  dutingutshed  a  gift, 
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nor  did  he  wholljr  NJKt  ilj  bat  w«c  mthet  ionited  hj  the  guiial  comemw- 
iieis  that  so  grest  m  choruB  of  approbatioD  could  ool  be  foundad  in  erroi. 

The  ptat«  was  pteseoled  "  id  leitimoDy  of  his  character,  and  in  gtati- 
tade  foi  liii  zealous  and  inderatigftble  eierlJons  is  behalf  of  the  Chisbeater 
Xnfiimary." 


NECROLOGY. 


Sir  Aattey  Cooper. — This  distingnisbed  surgeon,  whose  fame  will  exist 
as  long  as  the  annals  at  British  surgery,  died  on  the  12ih  of  February,  in  the 
73d  yeai  of  his  age  Sir  Astle;  was  one  of  the  most  distinguished  surgeons 
that  ever  lived.  Although  his  intellectnal  powers  were  not  comioandinp, 
thef  were  respectable;  and  bis  great  opportunilies  for  observation  gave  him 
a  facility  for  forming  an  opinion  as  to  diagnosis  and  Itealmemt,  which  hare 
been  rarely  exceeded. 

He  sroaGssd  a  large  fortune  from  the  proceeds  of  his  professional  labonrs; 
originated  some  important  improvements  in  surgery;  and  was  the  aathn  of 
works  of  splendour  and  value. 

As  a  lecturer  be  was  not  pro-eminent.  His  style  was  faulty,  and  his 
language  ofteo  inelegant;  yet  he  condensed  into  his  lectures  a  vast  amount 
of  important  iarorniarion. 

Few  men  have  lived  who  have  deserved  so  well  of  their  profession  or  of 
the  public. 
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DROPSY. 

The  following  medicim  is  highlj  woithr  the  attention  oF  pnctitioiMB  of  nw- 
diciue.  It  has  proved  very  Bucceiafut  in  the  lufids  or  the  facul^  in  lUi 
oily. 

GEO.  W.  CARPENTER'S 

COMPOUND 

FLUID  EXTRACT  OF  WHAHOO, 

For  the  cure  of  Dropsical  JJffections,  Anasarca,  Hydrothorax  aad 
Ascites, 

Geo.  W.  Carpenter,  io  a  late  tour  through  the  western  part  of  the  United 
States,  became  acquainted  with  a  valuable  vegetable  remedial  agent,  which  ia 
of  great  iutcreat  to  the  medical  profession,  and  of  immense  importance  to  the 
community.  The  medicine  is  prepared  from  the  Bark  of  the  Whahoo,  an  in- 
digenous shrub,  growing  to  the  height  of  8  or  10  feet,  in  moist  and  eha^  places, 
particularly  in  ahady  woods,  invariouepartsof  the  States  of  Indiana  and  lllinoia. 
As  the  BDMctiber  visited  the  country  m  the  winter  season,  he  is  not  at  present 
able  to  give  t  description  of  its  botanical  character  and  habitudes  so  aa  to  iden. 
Mty  clearly  the  species;  it  resembles  somewhat  the  Euonvmus  Carolinensis. 

It  was  first  employed  by  a  regular  physician  who  haa  been  along  timet 
prisoner  with  the  Indians.  They  gave  it  the  name  of  Whahoo,  and  used  it  fbr 
the  cure  of  general  dropsies  and  some  diseases  of  the  lunen.  G.  W.  Carpenter, 
aware  of  the  great  value  of  this  medicine,  and  knowing  tBe  threat  importance  of 
having  it  properly  prepared,  so  as  to  extract  all  its  roedicinu  properties,  end  to 
exhibit  it  in  a  concentrated  state  of  uniform  strength,  has  made  a  number  of  cbo- 
mical  and  pharmaceutical  experiments, to  ascertain  its  proper  menstruumfbrsoln- 
lion,  and  its  chemical  affinities,  and,  in  accordance,  has  prepared  a  fiuid  extract, 
which  contains  all  the  medical  properties  of  the  Whahoo  Bark  in  a  concentrated 
Mate,  &c.,  which  he  offers  to  the  faculty  as  a  valuable  medicine  for  the  cure  of 
all  dropsical  affections. 

A  very  distinguished  physician  in  Indiana  writes  me,  that  in  20  yean'  practice 
he  has  never  known  it  fail  in  curing  Anasarca,  unless  there  was  some  visceral 
disease  that  destroyed  the  patient  without  the  aid  of  dropsy,  and  that  he  ha« 
cured  a  great  many  cases  of  llydrothoraic  and  Ascites  with  it.  He  also  states 
that  he  has  seldom  failed  to  remove  the  ague  cake  or  enlargement  of  the  spleen, 
by  persisting  in  its  use  for  8  or  4  months  and  uses  it  as  a  general  alterative 
more  than  he  does  calomel,  and  finds  that  it  operates  as  such  much  better,  and 
with  more  certainty  and  safety  to  the  patient. 

The  following  letter  was  addressed  to  me  by  a  very  distinguished  ph;rncian  of 
Philadelphia,  who  has  an  extensive  practice  and  great  experience  in  his  profes- 
rion,  and  whose  remarks  are  entitled  to  the  highest  degree  of  credit  and  im- 
portance. 

"  To  Geo.  W.  Carpenter,  Esq. 

"  Sir, — A  ready  compliance  with  your  request  to  be  informed  of  the  opinion 
which  the  trials  of  the  '  Whahoo  Bark '  in  the  treatment  of  dropsical  affec- 
tions, has  enabled  mo  to  form,  ia  due  to  you,  who  introduced  the  article  to  my 
notice.  I  shall  perhaps  satis  fa  ctorily  answer  your  desire  for  information,  hy 
the  transmission  of  an  extract  from  my  notes,  contributory  to  a  paper,  upon 
the  history  and  medical  adaptations  of  this  native  curative  agent,  in  which  I 
propose  to  lay  before  the  profession  its  claims  to  medical  attention. 

"It  is  hydragogue,  cathartic  and  diuretic  in  its  operation.  Its  primary  ef- 
fects are  prompt  and  decided,  end  are  distinguished  from  the  effects  of  other 
articles  of  equal  force  and  power,  vegetable  or  chemical,  belonging  to  thieclaM 


of  medicioes,  in  being  nnuiociftted  with  the  dehility  and  prostratiDO  of  eyatem 
that  too  frequently  bttend  their  use. — ita  influence  upon  the  absorbent  syBtem 
ia  powerful,  and  transcends  that  exerted  by  uiy  article  in  its  integral  character 
with  which  I  am  acquainted. 

"  Ita  value  is  enhanced  by  the  assurance  its  use  has  afforded  ma,  that  it  ia 
free  troni  the  uncertainty  of  dose  arieiog  from  the  variance  of  Btrength  to  which 
the  elatrriam  of  commerce  is  subjected,  aod  which  renders  it  bo  equivocal  ia  its 
action,  that  it  is  ooly  employed  as  a  dernier  resource  by  prudent  practitioners. 

"I  have  Been  as  many  asSOcopioua  watery  dejections  produced  by  the  use  of 
the  '  Whahoo  Bark,'  daily  for  several  days — and  the  measured  quantity  of  two 
gnllona  of  urinarv  discharge  within  tbe  apace  of  12  houra,  without  inducing 
wiy  perceptible  oebility  or  reduction  of  the  force  of  the  circulation.  In  two 
very  distressing  and  violent  cases  of  Dropsical  disease,  the  one  of  Ascites  ac- 
companied with  Ujdrothorax — the  other  of  general  dropsy;  ita  use  was  speedi- 
1y  followed  by  a  removal  of  the  hydropic  effusion.  In  the  former  instance,  a 
lady  between  30  and  40  years  of  age,  toe  man i testations  of  the  disease  had  be- 
come BO  distressing  and  painful,  in  defiance  of  all  the  remedial  treatment  which 
bad  been  pursued,  that  every  expectation  of  relief  from  the  immediate  suffer. 
iaga,  except  through  the  aid  of  an  operation,  had  been  abandoned.  She  bad 
laboured  under  complicated  symptomB  of  disease  for  many  yean,  but  ia  now  re- 
■tored  to  perfect  health. 

"In  either  case  the  happv  influence  of  the  remedy  was  made  evident  upoa 
thaadmiDistrationof  3  or  4  ooses.  It  was  used  in  the  form  of  a  liquid  Extract, 
prepared  by  you,  in  doses  of  one  to  two  teaspoonfuls  every  two  hours.  After 
naing  it  a  day  or  two,  its  effects  became  very  manifest  in  its  action  upon  the 
bowels.  The  dose  of  two  teaapoonfuls  every  two  hours  has  generally  proved 
amply  large  enough  to  secure  all  its  beneScial  effects. 

"lam  at  present  employing  it  in  some  cases  of  chronic  disease,  to  the 
aymptoms  of  which  its  virtues  appear  to  be  adapted,  and  with  a  promise  of  re- 
mit, which  previous  experience  of  the  curative  quality  of  the  article  warranto. 
Its  alterative  power  is  very  manifest,  and  will,  I  believe,  when  fully  developed, 
entitle  it  to  a  distinguished  position  among  the  more  useful  and  powerful  reme- 
dial agents  of  the  materia  medica. 

"I cannot,  sir,  suffer  Ihia  haaty  communication  to  be  closed,  without  an  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  debt  which  curative  medicine  owes  to  you,  for  the  inde- 
fttigahle  exertiona  vou  have  ever  made  to  improve  the  pharmacology  of  our 
couutiy;  aod  I  would  assure  you,  that  should  this  medicine,  upon  more  ezten- 
■ive  uie  and  general  adaptation,  redeem  the  promisoB  of  usefulness  it  now  hotda 
fbrtiii  that  debt  will  be  greatly  increased  by  your  agency  in  bringing  it  into 
notice. 

Most  respectfiiUy,  I  am  youra,  &c. 

F.  A.  VANDYKE." 
No.  26  MoDtgamery  Square,  Race  St.,  between  i 

llth  and  l2th  St.,  South  nde,  Philadelphia,      i 

The  dose  of  the  Compound  fluid  Extract  of  Whahoo,  is  one  to  two  teaspoon- 
fids  every  two  hours  for  adalts,  which  may  be  gradually  increased  or  dimioiabed 
if  circumstances  require.  The  doees  for  children,  in  proportion  to  their  ages, 
beginning  with  a  amall  doae  and  gradually  increasing  it  if  necessary.  It  may 
be  mixed  with  a  little  sweetened  water,  if  desirable. 

Thia  article  ia  prepared  only  by  the  subacriber,  and  each  bottle  will  have  tbe 
written  signature  of  Geo.  W.  Carpenter,  on  a  label  immediately  on  the  bottle; 
and  he  would  beg  leave  to  caution  the  public  to  a  careful  observance  of  this, 
or  they  may  get  a  spurious  medicine;  for  as  aoon  aa  he  prepares  anything  new, 
be  ia  countemited,  or  imitations  attempted  to  be  foisted  off  by  some  unprin- 
cipled membera  of  the  trade,  who  copy  his  directions  and  advertisement,  and 
put  op  articles  so  as  to  resemble  his  as  near  as  may  be  externally,  but  which 
are  totally  or  eaaentially  di&rent  in  the  composition  or  mode  of  prepaiation, 
GEO.  W.  CARPENTER, 
301  Market  Si.  PkilaMpkia. 


\EEICAN    MEDICAL 


NTELLIGENCER. 


rBlTU  UCOBll  or  HIDICIL  (CIBHCZ  IHD  tITEmATOBM. 


Jnlr,  IB4I,IaIalT,  ISO. 


BT  ROBLET  DUNGLISON,  M.  D.. 


jt  rHii.oiorBicAL  •ocun,  4c.,  tia.,  lie. 


philadblpbia: 
JOHH  J.  HASWELL,  NISTH  AND  CHISTHDT  STREeTS. 

1842.  Cookie 


Wiii.fl.ywi.|,Pilnti 


b,Goo(^lc 


INDEX. 


AbKMi,  nwminarf ,  treated  bj  com- 

vnttion 1 

AdelmanD  od  the  ataUitica  of  men- 

AffuiioDjCold.inbjdrocephalua....  1 

Air,  aecreted  framiba  Blcin 

aent  into  the  bonrela  id  ileua. . . 

Albumen  and  fibrin,  identical 1 

Allen, Dr., on  Ihe  connexion  of  men- 
tat  pbiloaoplij  witb  medicine 

Anchyloaia  treated  bj  audden  and 
forcible  eiten  lion 1' 

AntimoDf,  lartarized,  in  hsiaoptj- 

Aorla.eamplele  obliteration  of  the..  3 

Amolt'a  Elementa  of  Fhjaioa 

AraeDiona  acid  in  phthiaia 

Aapbjzia. 

Aitfama,  qainine  in 1 

Aaacaltatlon  and  percnaaion.. ..  37.  S 

Autoplaaty  in  ectropeon 

Aaioni'a  picporationa 41  1 

Bache,  Prof,  introductory  lecture...  1 
Bartlett,  Prof.,  introductory  leclnre  1 

Bailey,  Prof 1 

Beck,  Dr.  J.  B.,  on  the  ligna  of  Htc 

and  itill-birlh 3 

Beck,  Dr.  J.  B.,  aketch  of  Ameriun 

Medicine  before  the  Revolution..,  3 
Becker,  Dr.,  on  a  belladonna  enema 

in  ileu 2 

Bee,  Dr.  E.  J.,caaeof  dropay  depend- 
ing on  diaeaaa  of  the  heart 3 

Bee,l}r,  B.  J.,  caaeof  acirrhona  pylo- 

nia 2 

Bell,  Dr.  John,  on  Regimen  and  Lon- 

Bell,  Joe.,  on  oompreaaion  in  mam- 

maiTT  abMeaa 1 

Bell,  Sir  Cbarlea,  death  of 3 

Belladonnain  parapliimoaia.. I 

Belladonna  enema  in  ilena 9 

Btrard,  ectropeon   cnred    by   aoto- 

plaaty 

Billing  a  FintPcineiplea  of  Medicine  li 
Biot  on  tbe  optical  diagnoaia  of  dia- 

betea  melUtna 1' 

Birkbeok,  Dr.,  death  of. II 

Blake,  D(-,  detth  of. 9 


Blind  reatoredtoaight atlSyeara..   ilS 
Blindneea,  diviaion  of  muaolea  of  the 

Blood,  on  the eSt 

Bowditoh.Dr^onlhetrichinaapiralia  197 

and  Dr.  I'aine 18 

Brain,  paeudo- morbid  appearanoea  of 

the 156 

Brandy  aod  aalt  in  nrioua  dineaoea  17:1 

Bronchitia  with  ptutic  aecretion ....  84 

Carpenter,  Dr.  W.  B.,  letter  from...  134 
Human   Phy- 
siology  S35 

Cntalepty  in  the  parturient  female..  301 

CBthBrtica,abueeorincolic 137 

Chancrea,   phagedenic,  tincture  of 

iodinein 31 

Cbarcelay  on  nepbriti*  witb  albnmi- 

none  nrine  in  in&Dta 300 

Chatard,  Dr.,  on  a  luana  natane 41 

Chorea,  apllnta  in 33 

Ciliary  motion 107 

Clark,  Sir  Jamea,  on  C^limate 17 

Coatea,Dr.R.,SchoolPhyiiology,..  334 
Cohen,  Dr.  J.  J.,  poal-mortem  eiami- 

nation  of  a  caw  of  deafneaa 236 

College  of  Pharmaoy,  Dr.  Bridgea 

elected 337 

Colic,  abnae  of  cathartioa  in 137 

Compreaaion  in  mammary  abaeeaa..  190 
Conaumptive,  Italy  a>  a  reaidenea 

for  the 199 

Cook,  Dr.  8.  A.,  on  the  abuae  of  ca- 
thartioa in  colic 137 

Cooper's  Sorgieal  Dictionary 337 

Coventry,  Dr.,  valedictory  address..  318 
Coie, Dr.  E.J. , on  medical  inhalation  144 

on  ophthalmia BO 

J.  TL,  on  the  agaricua  atra- 

mentarina 1S3 

Craighead,  Dr.,  on  pmsaiate  of  iron 

in  intermittenta 330 

Credulity  In  regard  to  remediea 33S 

Cruveilhiet  on  the   aoundi  of   the 

heart 167 

Cunier,  M.  F.,  on  the  diviaion  of  mtis- 

clea  of  the  ere  in  blindnaaa 151 

Cutaneona   affectiona,   oUnical    la. 

macka  on 170 

14 


AMESICAN  HSDICU.  INTEttlQENCEB. 


Cjntnche  luyngei.. 

DftTidcon,  Dr.,OD  aom 

feetioni 

I,  Prof,  of  LoDdoQ  UdI 


■  '«, 


Homoptjui  treated  hj  t«rlarii*d  an- 


lity,  Ilandi'a  V&ledictorj 

deathoF.. 152  |      Cu!le«  of  Denial  Surgery. 


Valedictorj  Addreii  to  the 

jF  Denial  Surgery 1 

C.  A.,  on  the  teeth  Bnd 


ni,  eclectic  treatment 


Deotal  Msience,  Journal  of 166 

Devergie,  Dr.,  death  of. 2&G 

Kabetai  meQitui,  optical  appesrait- 


Diarrtiaa  treated  by  moneiia. . 
Ulrer,  Dr^  report uf  medical  mil 
'■  Mcietj'!  hoapilal 


.  177 


Dixo  .     _. 

Dropaj  after  acarlatl  Da 48 

— of  thepericardiom 22 

depenaingon  diaeaaeof  the 

heart 342 

Duboii  on  the  anicaltatoiy  aigna  of 


DuagTifDD'a  introductory  lecture.. 

Dictionary. 

HumKD  i'liyaioloify , . . 


redby  autoplaaly 

I   Formulary,  new  edition   bj 
Morton 1 


Bppea, 

indy«ntery 249 

Erjii pell*,  death  from 153 

FeTer,conlinDed  origin  of  the  diaeaw 

ofglandiin 345 

FCTor,  congestive 231 

Fibrin  and  albumen,  identical Ill 

Foibea,  Mr,,  on  ciliary  malion 107 

Forry  on  the  Cliraalfi  of  the  United 

Slates I'M 

Frani,  Dr.,  caan    of  reitoralioD  to 

sight  m  the  ISlli  year 112 

Franz,  Dr.,  on  a  genlleman  realored 


1,  Bounda  of  the 167 

-.valrulardiieaMs,  d^.,oflbe    56 
Hojrao,  Ur.  B.  R.,  on  qainine  in  asth- 
ma   I&3 

Hope,  Dr.,  on  chronic  pleurisy,  with 

effusion 29 

Rope,  Di,  death  of. 24 

Hoapitala  of  Paria 45 

Hydrocele,new  modeof  treating .  341 

Hydrocephalus,  cold  cffuaion  in....  110 

lieu*  cured  by  a  belladonna  enema  900 

treated  by  inflating  the  bowels    41 

From  bypeitrophy  of  Ibe  pan- 

creaa 337 

Infanta,  fieqaency  of  pulie  in 8t) 

Insane  Aayluiii,Frien(ls',near  Frank- 
ford,  report  on  the 353 

Inaaue  Asylum  of  Ohio 147 

FennaylTaoia...     42 

AsylumBjlepDita  on 187 

Hoapiut  at  CliarleatowD,  Dr. 

Beltareportonthe SSO 

Hospital  at  Manweli,  Middle- 

aet,  Eng.,  reportof  the 190 

Hospital,  New  York  attte-.  190 

Fenniylvanla.....  188 

Utica 236 

Worcester,  report 

of  the 190 

Institution,— the  Retieal~re- 

port  of  the 191 

Inlermittenls,  prnisiate  of  iron .  230 

,  endcrmic  use  of  qai- 


sight.. 


FrJcke,  Dr.,  death  of. . 


.  150 


Gelatine,  nntritive  properties  oC...  1G7 
Gerhard,  Dr..  on  diieaaes  of  the  cheat  S33 
Gibbon,Dr.  Q,,  on  rheumatism  by  in- 

oentalion  with  morphia I 

Gibbon,  Dr.  Q.,  on  moneaia  in  diar- 

rhma 143 

4]oodair,  Mr.,  on  Ibe  origin,  &c.,  of 

the  diaeasa  of  the  inteatinal  glands 

in  continued  fever 345 

Gravea'a  Clinical  Lectures,  by  GIe> 

hard !, 87 

Onardiu  of  Health 166 


iduret  of  sulphur 

"ritlKuwi:- 

riasis 1 "!... 

Jacobi  on  hospitals  for  the  insane.... 

Jaundice  from  nan-eliminalion ..... 

Jobprt,  M.,  on  niUale  of  silver  in 

while  swelling 

Kane,  Dr.  E.  K.,  experiments  on  kles- 


Lnmbert,Mr,nentalgia  faciei  cured 

by  operation 

Lancet,  Western 2 


LandumiD,  poiaoninff  b/ ^& 

Larjni.eipoiDre  of  iliei  eipeiimenU 
by  fcdilor • 73 


a  phthiaia 

l^pr>,  ioduret  of  lulpbur  in... 

Lftheby  on  kicatoine 

Uebig  on  the  identity  of  fibril 


Liebig's  nev  work  on  organic  cbe- 

miaUj  Rod  pbjaioloinr iSiG 

Lifton'a  Surgeif,  by  FJarris 145 

Lonrrier,  M.,  treatment  of  sncbyloiw 
byiuddonuid  rorciblaexlenaion..  108 

Liowo,  Dr.,  on  jaundice 29 

Ladlow,  Dr.,  on  cBtaicpsy  in  tbc  pit- 

Mrient  femtle SOI 

LMiuNatura 2.41 

Hackeniie,  Mr.,  on  dropiy  of  tbe  pe- 


Hagendie  on  ths  method  of  treating 
nearaJg]! 60 

Mageodie  on  tbe  nuuitire  propertie* 
of  gelatine 

Mandi  on  Iba  blood 

M'NeTin,  Dr,  death  of. 

Mean,  Dr.J.,  on  a  death  from  erysip- 

Medical  College  of  Albany 4V 

Geneva H7 

Jefferson 146. 175 


□aylrania.. . 
tb  Carolina. 


.  254 


ingaofthe. 

Medical  Corpa,  naval,  of  the  U.  S., 

lationa  of  the S55 

Medical  Department  of  Kemper  Col- 
lege, Mo 41 

Medical  De  paitment  of  Trans  jl' 
Univenity 

Medical  Department  of  Tale  College  14G 

Eiaminei,  FhiWelpbia. ...  i(ri 

Inatitute  of  Louiaville 

liOuiaTille  Tem> 

perence  Society 

Medicalla8lJtation,BerliBhire 1U3 

■ Gazette,  New  York 

■  - Journal,  new, in  Boston. 

— Mew  England. 


-  MiMtonary  Society'!  Hoipital 

Medical  Recorder,  Wesle  rn  and  Son  tb- 


raity    of 


Reports,  anny.. 

School     of     Ui 

Maryland 

Medical    Bchool    of    Univeraity    of 

HatyUDd.Dr.Robyalnlcd S 


Medical  Bobool  of  TiansyWania....  iSg 

tbe  University  of 

Penuay]vaniB,gndi]ateBofthG....  S24 

Medical  School  of  Waabington  Uni- 
versity    196 

Medical  School  of  Willonghby S36 

Berkafiire. 20 


I  of  the. 


.  217 


Medical  Society  of  Virginia 

Meigs,  frof.,  introductory  tectnre  • .  ■  123 

Menstruation,  atatistica  of. 48 

Midaveine,  M.,  on  tbe  prevention  of    - 

pitting  fromamallpoi 48 

Mignot,M.,on  the  use  of  belladonna 

in  paraphimoaia ItO 

Moneiia  in  diarrhoa 143 

Moore,  Mr.,  on  Uis  pathology,  &c.  of 

the  heart E6 

Morphia,  inocDlation  of  in  rheuma- 

Mocrii,  Di.  C,  caaa  of  poiaoning  by 

laudanum S38 

Mortality,  bills  of,  report  on 74 

Moilon'seditionofEllis'sForranlary  101 

Mott,  Dr.,  at  Epidanrua 2S;i 

Italy,  as  a  reaidence  Ibr 


tfaeci 


mpuve 


.  199 


Nephritis  with  albuDiinoui  orine  in 

infanta S60 

Neuralgia,  treatment  of 69 

—  faciei,  cured  by  operation    23 

ic  report  of  Ffailadelpbia  Dis- 

iry 105.106 

Dr., death  of. 2S6 

Opbthalmia 89 

Oaann,  death  of. S56 

Dr.,  and  Dr.  Bowditeh 18 

Materia  Medica 164 

answertoDr  Carpenter....  164 
Pancoast,  Prof.,  case  of  cynanche  la- 

ryngea S2S 

Panconat,  Prof,  new  mode  of  treat- 
ing hydrocele .'. ....  !i41 

.     40 

I  report  of  surgery  181 

h'e^'a'in.*'?!'.'.!.   155 
pital.  Dr.  Pepper 


Skodaon 27 

-  and  auscultation 208 

PharmacopcBia  of  the  United  States  217 

Pharmacy  in  Franco 169 

Philadelphia  Hospital 42 

Philipp,  Dr.,  on  the  urine  of  dropsy 
after  acarlatin* 48 


ICAK  MEDICAL  INTSLLIOBHCXR. 


,.'?; 


PhUiiiu,  nnenic  in 

with  fiitulooa  openin(^ 

PhyiiciuiROf  Kentacky,tet(ar  tolbn  817 

Phjsiolo^,  veeeu^le 

FlearUy,  chronic,  with  eSaiioo... 

Forrigo,  iodaretaf  ■ulphui  in 

. f«To»»,  vegetable  growth 

Pr«gnuie^,a(ucultalary  lign*  of. . 
PiorUii»,ioduretof  inlphr-'" 


I    and  Wilson's   Anatomical 


Banking,   Dr., 
plastic  secreti 
Rauch'i^  Pbjc  h  ology , 


■  nvcholog; 

Dr  D.  M.j  propoMs  lo  edits 
edition  at  Cooper's  Sargioal 


Rtieamatiim 

morphii 


bj    inoculation   with 
ie  in  chancres.. 


61 

16 

Robinson,  Dr.,  of  Baltimore 175 

Boemer,  Dr.,  case  of  complete  obli- 

taration  of  tbe  aort> 238 

RaKbenbetger'i  First  Book  of  Nat 

Hirt. 39 

RnscheDberirei's  Second  Book  of  Nat. 

HiaL ; 145 

Rnschenbergei's  Third  Book  of  Nat. 

HUt.....r. 954 

8«waira  Pathology  of  Drankenness  165 
Ship  man's  Report  on  a  case  of  allied 

malpraiii IGS 

Sight,  restoration  of  in  the  IBth  jear 

of  age 160 

Silnr,  nitrate  of  in  white  swelling  lOB 

Skin,  sir  seorelod  from  the 47 

Skote  on  aoscullation  and  percui- 

•ion 27.208 

Smallpoi,  pitting  of,  prevention  of  48 
Smiths  Amerioan  Medical  A Imanao  38 
Smith,  Sir  F.,  on  sir  secreted  from 

tho»kin 47 

8o«iet/,  Sew  Tork,  for  the  relief  of 


the  widows  snd  orphan*  of  medical 

men 337 

Southam,  Mr.,  on  splints  in  chorea.  ■  S3 
Squarev's  Agricnitaral  Cbemistrr...  254 
Butistics,  medical,  of  the    United 

States'  Arm; 39 

SUtiitici  of  menitruation 48 

Stewart  on  the   Diseaaes  of   Chil- 
dren  19.101 

Snlpfanr  ointment  to  prevent  pittinr 

ofsraallpoi 48 

Burger;,  annnal  report  of. 161 

Tsvignot  on  poieooing  hj  s  tobscea 

Thaiton,  Dr.  J.  J.,  on  congestive  te- 

ThamianiiDiini    in    MichigSQ     and 

New  York ai9 

Tbruston,  Dr., 


Ill 


ingby.. 


Tiaill's  Medical  Jariiprndenoe...... 

Trichina  spiralis,  on  the 1 

Trimmer,J.'i,Cieologyand  Mineralo- 

Trouiseiu  on  Imcheotomy  in  diaeasa 

of  the  laiyni 

Tronssean  on  anenions  acU  in  phtki- 


Urioe  of  dropsy  after  searlatiBa....    96 

, albuminous  in  disease 9t 

I                       with  nepbrilia  in 
infknis 200 

Vallance,  Mr.,  on  bmdy  and  salt. . .  ITS 
Vegetable  growth  in  porrigo  favoss  168 
Velpeiu  on  the  ligstnre  of  arlerietin 
ipilepsy 109 

Warrinrton,  Dr.,  Report  of  obate- 

-' 105.106 

igton.  Dr.,  Obstetric  Catechism  816 

Doctor, 

Williai  ,  .  .       „ 

WillianuoQ.Dr.,  on  slbnminous  urine 

disease 91 

Wright,  Prof.,  Introductory  Lecture  193 

TeUoly,Dr.,dealhof. 266 


,-,,ii,Goo(^lc 


AMERICAN 
MEDICAL  INTELLIGENCER. 

fi.t'a  Sbtvita. 


Foi  tin  AiHrteiii  Uadlcil  IntiUiiencv. 

A«T.  I.— TREATMENT   OF  RHEUMATISM  BY  INOCULATION 
WITH  MORPHIA, 
sr  a.  oiBBON,  u.  d. 

Btlem,  N.  I.,  Wj  nitt,  IB4I. 

To  Prtfetior  Dungliim. 

Dear  Sir, — A  wish  to  present  lo  the  profeaBJon  what  I  deem  a  useful  fact, 
has  ioduced  roe,  tbougb  at  the  risk  of  inirudiDs  upoo  the  lime  of  on«  with 
whom  I  have  not  ihe  pleasure  of  a  personal  acquaiotaDee,  to  offer  for  your 
eonsideraiioD  the  following  reoiarki: — 

Having  seen  in  your  woik  upon  "New  Remedies,"  published  some  time 
since  in  ihe  "Library,-'  an  article  Upon  the  beneficial  effects  derived  from 
inoculaiioD  with  morpbia  in  the  treatment  of  local  diseases,  I  determined  to 
make  a  trial  of  the  plan  in  local  rbeumatiam,  an  afiection  which  I  have  fre- 
quently found  great  difficulty  in  managing.  I  was  not  long  afterward  called 
to  treat  an  obstinate  rheumatic  affection  of  the  knee-joint,  which  had  resisted 
Ihe  usual  general  and  local  means.  One  quarter  of  a  grain  of  the  sulphate 
of  morphia  was  iuaened,  by  means  of  punctures,  in  the  skin  over  the  affected 
part,  twice  a  day  for  two  days,  with  the  most  marked  and  satisfactory  results. 
Tbe  patient,  who  for  two  weeks  previous  had  suffered  extreme  pain  upon  the 
■lightest  motion  of  the  limb,  was,  at  tbe  expiration  of  this  period,  able  to 
walk  with  slight  inconvenience,  and  upon  the  third  day,  threw  aside  the 
crutch  with  which  be  had  before  hobbled  across  his  loom.  Friction  with 
stramonium  oinimeat,  two  or  three  limes  repeated  during  the  fourth  day, 
removed  all  remaining  disease  in  tbe  affected  part. 

The  neit  case  was  a  rheumatism  of  Ihe  wrist,  in  which  no  previous  treat- 
ment had  been  practised.  In  this  case,  which  was  recent,  two  applications 
of  tbe  morphia,  upon  two  socceeding  days,  so  efleclually  removed  the  pain 
aitd  teoderaess,  as  to  allow  of  the  free  use  of  the  band  on  ihe  third  day. 

The  third  trial  was  made  upon  an  obstinate  rheumatism  of  the  kaee-joiof, 
remaining  afttr  the  subsidence  of  general  rheumatism  The  patient,  a 
robust  boy  ofsixteen,  after  having  been  rendered  motionless  for  several  days 
by  a  severe  attack  of  inBamraaiory  rheumatism  of  the  whole  system,  reco- 
vered under  ihe  free  use  of  tart,  aniim.  opium,  and  colchicum,  with  the 
exception  of  the  knee  in  qoesiion,  which  remained  exquisitely  painful,  and 
lender  upou  pressure  in  one  spot  of  about  an  inch  in  diameter  upon  its  inner 
side.  The  ioaertion  of  a  quarter  of  a  grain  of  morphia,  produced  in  a  fev 
hours  a  decided  impreasjon  upon  tbe  pain,  and  by  Ihe  second  day,  the  symp- 
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torn*  were  so  far  mjligaced  as  lo pennit  free  motion  id  the  part.  This  patient 
recovered  rapidly  without  any  farther  medication. 

A  fourth  case,  which  had  resisted  acupuDcturaiion,  assisted  by  the  free 
use  of  the  stramoaium  ointment,  yielded  upon  the  fourth  day  from  the  first 
applicalioD  of  the  morphia,  the  patient  expressing  much  uiisfaction  at  the 
enecta  of  the  remedy. 

Since  treating  the  above  caaea,  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  testing  the 
good  effects  of  morphia  in  sereral  other  instances,  and  with  re&ults  which 
induce  me  to  eoieriaia  a  tery  favourahle  opinion  of  its  remedial  power*. 
Judging  from  the  limited  experience  which  1  have  as  yet  had  of  its  applica- 
tion, I  should  thinic  it  best  adapted  to  the  recent  and  active  grades  of  the 
disease.  I  think  it  proper,  however,  lo  state  that  1  have  met  with  one  caw 
of  iheumaiism  in  which,  though  to  all  appearance  a  favourable  one  for  its 
auccessful  exhibiiion,  the  morphia  failed  in  producing  ila  beneficial  effects. 


For  ibf  Anertun  Medical  iBUIIliuioer. 

Art.  11.— LUSUS  NATUR2E. 
TV  Dr.  Hobley  DungltMon. 

Dear  Sir, — I  send  yon  for  publication,  should  you  deem  it  worthy  of  an 
insertion  in  your  valtiable  medical  journal,  a  hastily  drawn  up  description 
of  a  lemotkable  Lnsus  Naiurs,  which  occurred  in  this  county,  in  Nov.  1840. 
Youra,  &c^ 

Wm.  S.  Tbbostoh,  M.  D. 

HulHw^  Court  H«i«g.  Vs..  April  SOUi.  1S41. 

Medical  and  physiological  works  abound  with  numerous  cases  of  rery 
rel  and  singular  devejopmenls ;  with  ii 
.    ;ry  form  and  shape,  both  in  ibe  inferit 

Cases  of  excess,  and  deficiency  of  parts,  are  found  to  be  recorded  it 
physiological  work ;  hut  1  doubt  exceedingly  whether  there  is  so  lemarKSDle 
and  novel  a  case  on  record  in  any  of  the  American  or  European  publications, 
similar,  in  all  its  bearings,  to  the  one  which  is  now  presented  to  the  medical 

firofession  ;— one  so  remarkable  in  its  conformation,  or  singular  in  its  deve- 
npmenia;  or  one  so  well  calculated  to  eiciie  the  interest  and  curiosity,  to 
elicit  the  speculations  and  opinions  of  the  medical  and  physiological  inquirer 
aAer  truth,  and  lo  fill  with  aitoniihmeni  and  wonder  the  superstitious  and 
uninrormed  spectator,  as  this  admirable  specimen  of  one  of  nature's  freaks. 
A  free  negro  woman,  in  the  county  of  Mathews,  Va.,  was  delivered  on  the 
night  of  the  39ib  of  Norember,  1840,  of  three  children.  One  of  ibem,  a 
remarbablr  fine  child,  ii  still  alive,  doing  well,  and  apparently  in  perfect 
health  and  perfect  in  its  conformation.  The  other  two  are  as  large  ss  ordi- 
Dary  twin  cnildien  generally  are,  and  present  the  foitowing  singular  appear- 
ance. There  are  two  heads  and  necks,  perfect  in  Their  organisation ;  the 
bead  of  one  rather  larger  than  the  other,  and  somewhat  deformed  or  injured 
from  improper  delivery ;  four  upper  and  two  lower  exirtoiiiies,  two  chests, 
one  abdomen  or  body,  one  umbilical  cord,  and  one  male  organ  of  generation. 
There  is  to  all  appearance  a  perfect  confarmaiion  of  parts  from  the  umbilicus 
to  the  apex,  except  about  the  chest,  which  is  a  little  remarkable  in  its  forma- 
tloD.  They  are  united  sidewise,  from  the  clavicle  to  the  umbilicus;  the 
right  chest  of  one,  and  the  left  of  the  other,  appear  deficient,  or  rather  they 
aeem  to  have  grown  into  each  other;  consequently  ihe  remaining  portions 
project  out  somewhat  unnaturally.  The  right  and  left  arms  ol  each  are 
thrown  over  each  other's  shoulders  and  back,  presenting  the  appearance  ai 
if  they  were  embracing.    The  other  two  arms  bang  in  their  natural  position. 


Luaua  Nalta-a.  3 

From  the  umbilicga  downwards,  thef  are  one ;  and  to  all  appearaDce  (bere 
i)  B  perfect  derelopment  of  parrs,  except  ihe  organ  of  defecatian,  which  it 
somewhat  imperrecl,  or  rather  nearer  the  sciotum  lliao  oalural.  It  19  thought 
that  (hey  were  alJTe  just  before  hirth;  they  certainly  posseased  vitality  dur- 
tog  some  porcioD  of  their  uterine  existence,  every  pait  heiog  well  propor- 
tioned in  size,  &c.,  and  efideolly  nine  months  children.  There  being  two 
chesrs,  ii  ia  reasonable  to  suppose  (hat  there  must  be  two  hearts,  and  two 
feis  of  pulmonary  organs,  and  one  set  of  digestire  apparatus.  It  seems  10 
me,  that  so  perfect  a  deTelopment  of  eiteroal  parts  could  not  have  taken 
place  without  a  correspanding  development  of  Ihe  internal  organs;  or  that 
two  distinct  children,  as  they  appear  10  be,  froni  the  umbilicus  to  the  head, 
could  not  be  supported  by  one  circulating  system,  and  one  set  of  pulmonary 
orxsos.  There  being  one  abdomen,  it  is  not,  I  presume,  dealing  loo  muen 
in  speculniion,  to  suppose  there  must  be  only  one  set  of  iotestines  or  diges- 
tive apparatus;  certainly  if  there  be  (wo,  they  must  have,  or  rather  open 
into,  one  common  duct,  the  reciura.  This,  however,  is  mere  speculation,  as 
I  have  Bubmiiled  them  to  no  anatomical  examination,  designing  at  some 
future  day  to  present  them  to  tome  medical  museum.  1  have  them  at  pre- 
sent in  ■  perfect  slate  of  preservation  in  alcohol.  Could  Ibis  very  singular 
Insua  oalura  have  been  delivered  alive,  and  I  doubt  not  its  praclicability, 
bad  the  ease  been  in  the  hands  of  a  skilful  accoucheur,  and  lived  10  matu- 
rity, we  should  have  bad  presented  (o  us  the  singular  anomaly  of  two  beings 
in  one,  and  supported  upon  only  two  lower  eziremiiies.  The  celebrated 
Siamese  twins,  who  have  traversed  every  portion  of  the  civilised  globe, 
gaining  noiorieiy  wherever  they  have  exhibited  themselvi^,  attracting  the 
aiteotion  of  the  curious  and  enlightened,  Blling  with  astonishment  and 
wonder  the  illiieiaie,  and  eliciting  the  speculations  and  opioiona  of  the 
medical  and  physiological  members  of  the  profession,  will  not,  I  am  sure, 
bear  comparison  with  this  remarkable  liuus  natura:. 

The  writei  of  Ibis,  together  wiih  many  members  of  the  medical  profession 
who  have  had  the  pleasure  of  visiting  and  seeing  the  numerous  cases  of 
monstrosities,  both  in  the  medical  and  other  museums  in  Philadelphia,  as 
also  of  seeing  the  noted  Siamese  twins,  fully  concur  in  ibe  opinion  that  ibis 
is  a  far  greater  curiositjr,  and  greatly  surpasses  any  specimen  they  have 
ever  seen  or  read  of,  in  its  singular  development.  Already  diSerent  views 
and  opinions  have  been  advanced  by  the  medical  geolleroen  who  have 
teen  ii,  as  to  iis  internal  structure  and  physiological  relaiioos.  It  is  indeed 
amusing  to  observe  the  countenances,  and  to  hear  the  singular  expression-! 
and  opinions  of  ihe  numerous  uninformed  persons  who  have  seen  it.  as  to  its 
uterine  development  and  fcetal  exislence,  and  Gnally  its  delivery  ;  and  surely 
this  is  not  al  all  remarkable,  for  nhelher  it  may  be  atltibuled  to  the  influence 
of  the  maternal  imagination  no  the  fcetus  in  utero,  or  lo  accidental  changes 
experienced  by  the  fmtus  at  some  period  of  uterine  existence,  or  to  a  primi- 
tive defect  in  the  germ,  are  questions  well  calculated  to  puzzle  the  most  pro- 
found physiologist  to  solve,  as  well  as  10  open  a  wide  neld  upon  which  the 
imaginary  aod  speculative  memhersof  the  piofession  mav  muse  with  pleasure 
and  interest.  The  celebrated  Siamese  twins  have  already  elicited  much 
speculation,  and  have  drawn  forth  the  diflerent  views  and  opinions  of  most 
of  the  distinguished  members  of  the  medical  profession,  both  of  this  country 
and  Europe,  in  relation  to  their  internal  organisation,  &.c.  Whether  there 
exists  so  great  sympathy  between  their  nervous  and  circulating  system,  in 
fact,  among  all  their  imporiant  organic  developments,  as  to  endanger  iheir 
lives,  were  the  ligamenlous  membraoe  that  unites  (hem  severed,  has  been  a 
question  long  mooted  by  medical  men.  The  writer  of  this,  as  before  ob- 
•erred,  has  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  this  noted  curiosiiy,  but.  to  speak  can- 
didly, saw  nothing  about  tbem  calculated  to  excile  very  much  his  curiosiiy 
aod  aslonishment,  except  the  fact  of  (heir  being  united  by  a  ligamenioua 
■abslance,  and  the  remarkable  similarity  in  their  counienaoees  and  physical 
conformation,  &c.     The  most  singular  fact  is,  their  having  been  delivered 
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alire,  and  surrived  to  minhood  in  a  conoirr  vhere  the  medical,  and  etpv- 
cially  the  obstetrical,  art  most  bave  beeo,  and  still  is,  from  the  oature  of 
thiDCB,  in  a  very  rude  and  imperfect  condition ;  but  dame  Nature  does,  and 

would  in  a  majority  of  ioatances,  accomplish  what  the  eager  phyaician, 
either  to  afford  speedily  relief  to  his  suffering  paiieot,  or  to  enhaace  his  owd 
reputation,  too  frequenily  lakes  out  of  her  hands.  How  much  more  astonish- 
ing and  retnarkable,  then,  is  this  little  curiosity,  than  the  noted  Siamese 
twins'?  How  many  more  views  and  opioioos  would  have  been  drawn  forth 
from  the  medical  piofesslon,  could  this  rare  case  of  Iubus  natuts  hare  been 
delivered  alive,  and  ^rown  up  to  manhood  1 

1  have  thus,  Mr.  Editor,  givea  you,  and  thiou^h  your  valuable  periodical 
to  the  world,  as  correct  a  description  of  ibis  curiosity  as  I  am  capable  of 
doing,  and  which  I  deemed  a  duty  1  owed  to  the  medical  profescion.  ! 
have  endeavoured  to  guard  against  giving  it  any  false  colouring,  or  render- 
ing it  more  mysterious  and  wonderful  than  it  really  is;  as  it  presents  itself 
to  me,  thus  I  give  it  to  you.  1  have  avoided  as  much  hb  possible  running 
into  aoy  theoretical  or  speculative  opinions  of  my  own,  hs  to  its  internal 
physiological  relations.  I  leave  this  to  you,  and  to  the  other  distinguished 
members  of  the  medical  faculty,  hoping  that  you  will,  should  you  deem  this 
vortby  of  insertion  in  your  jouraai,  give  at  your  views  at  lengih,  and  oblige 
Your  obedient  servant  and  pupil, 

Wm.  L.  Tnatjaros,  M.  D. 


Art.  ni.-ON  THE  ORDER  OF  SUCCESSION  IN  WHICH  THE 
VITAL  ACTIONS  ARE  ARRESTED  IN  ASPHYXIA.' 

BY  JOBN  REID,  ».  D.,  r.  B.  C.  P.  E. 
Leetnret  on  iIh  laililDUi  nl  HediciDe,  FreiUtDt  at  Dw  ADttonial  Bocielr,  Ac. 

A  knowledge  of  the  order  of  succession  in  which  the  vital  actions  of  the 
body  are  brought  lo  a  stand  io  aspbyitia,  is  not  only  useful  in  elucidating  the 
exact  nature  of  the  function  of  respiration,  and  in  pointing  out  rules  for  our 
Euidaoce  in  the  direction  of  certain  remedial  agents,  but  it  may  also  be 
Drought  to  bear  in  an  important  manner  upon  the  investigations  into  the 
general  laws  of  physiology.  The  inquiry  is  one,  however,  ol  unusual  diffi- 
culty, from  the  intimate  manner  in  which  the  respiration  is  associated  in 
the  higher  aoimals  with  the  other  vital  functions,  and  the  rapidity  and 
energy  of  the  actions  and  reactions  of  these  upon  each  other.  In  conducting 
auch  experiments,  it  is  not  only  necessary  to  watch  closely  every  pheno- 
menon which  presents  itself,  however  fleeting  it  may  be,  but  all  the  varied 
concomitant  circumstances  must  also  he  catemlly  analysed,  and,  if  possible, 
insulated,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  how  fai  they  might  affect  the  results. 
Our  progress  io  such  investigations  must,  Ihcrefore,  always  necessarily  be 
■low,  frequeuily  vacillating  and  uncertain.  These  dilficuliies  were  found  so 
perplexing,  that  I  bad  several  limes  nearly  given  up  the  present  inquiry  in 
despair;  and  it  was  not  without  much  labour,  and  repeated  failures,  that  I 
arrived  at  what  I  considered  satisfactory  results. 

The  two  points  in  the  physiology  of  asphyxia  which  have  of  late  years 
principally  attracted  aiieniion  are,  the  nature  of  the  impediment  to  the  cir- 
culation ol  the  blood  through  the  lungs ;  and  the  cause  of  the  arrestment  of 
the  sensorial  functions.  A  correct  knowledge  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
vital  actions  are  arrested  in  asphyxia,  is  supposed  to  be  included  in  the  true 
explanations  of  these  two  facts.     The  first  of  these,  viz.  the  impedimeot  to 
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ibe  free  passage  of  the  bli>od  through  the  vestals  o{  the  laogs,  and  its  con- 
seqaeat  slagnalioa  in  the  right  side  of  the  heart,  and  the  large  vesselo  lead- 
ing to  thai  organ,  have  been  attributed  to  three  causes— the  cessation  of  the 
inechanii;Hl  movemenls  of  the  chest;  the  effects  of  the  venous  blood  upon  the 
cootracliliiy  of  the  heart;  and  the  difficulty  of  transmitting  the  venous  blood 
through  the  capillaries  of  the  luiigs,  when  the  chemical  changes  which  go 
OD  there  between  the  blood  and  the  slmospheric  air  have  ceased.  The 
opioion,  that  the  blood  in  death  from  asphyiia  chiefly  accumulates  in  the 
right  side  of  the  heart  and  the  large  vessels  leading  to  it,  in  consequence  of 
the  stoppage  of  the  mechanical  movements  of  the  chest,  was  advocated  bf 
Haller,'  He  maintained,  that  when  the  lungs  were  distended  with  air,  as 
in  inapirntion,  that  the  blood  Bowed  readily  and  abundantly  through  the  pul- 
monary vessels;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  when  these  organs  had  collapsed, 
as  in  expiration,  the  pulmonary  bloodvessels  were  so  compressed,  and  their 
angles  rendered  so  acme,  that  they  became  in  a  great  measure  Impermeable 
to  the  hlood  sent  from  the  right  side  of  the  heart.'  Ooodwyn' argued,  in 
opposion  to  the  mathematical  calculations  and  reasonings  adduced  by  Haller, 
that,  when  the  lun^s  are  diminished  in  their  bulb,  and  the  acutrne^s  of  the 
angles  of  the  bloodvessels  changed  only  to  the  extent  which  occurs  during 
expiration,  the  flow  of  blood  through  them  would  not  be  materially  obstructed. 
He  also  drew  additional  arguments  in  favour  of  this  opinion,  from  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  circulation  through  the  lungs,  when  an  amount  of  Ouid  was 
present  in  the  chest  sufficient  to  compress  the  lung  to  the  extent  which 
occurs  in  expliaiion,  whether  this  fluid  had  been  effused  it:  the  human. 
species  from  disease,  or  induced  by  artiftcial  means  in  the  lower  aDtmals.* 
Ouodwyo  maintained  that  the  cessation  of  the  circulation  in  asphyxia  was 
chieAy  dependent  upon  the  venous  blood  failing  to  excite  the  contractions 
of  the  left  side  of  the  heart.  "  When  respiration,"  he  says,  "  is  obstructed, 
the  Borid  colour  of  the  blcod  is  gradually  diminished,  and  the  contractions  of 
the  left  auricle  and  ventricle  soon  cease.  The  cessation  of  contraction  arises 
firoro  a  defect  of  a  stimulating  quantity  in  the  blood  itself."*  The  views  of 
Ooodwyn  were  attacked  a  few  years  aAer  their  promulgation  by  Coleman* 
and  Kile.'  Both  these  authors  adduced  the  results  of  various  experiments, 
to  prove  that  the  left  side  of  the  heart  can  contract  vigorously  upon  vanoua 
blood  ;*  and  the?  also  both  maintained  that  they  bad  proved  experimentally, 
that,  when  the  lungs  are  kept  mechanically  distended  during  the  process  of 
asphyiia,  that  the  quantity  of  blood  found  in  the  right  side  after  death  is  not 
found  to  preponderate  much,  if  at  all,  over  that  contained  in  the  leA  side.* 
Bicbat  also  furnished  abundant  evidence  lo  prove  that  the  leA  side  of  the 
heart  can  contract  vigorously  upon  venous  blood.  In  numerous  experiments, 
he  found  that  when  an  animal  is  asphyxiated,  black  blood  at  first  traverses  the 
lungs  to  reach  the  left  side  of  the  heart,  and  may  for  a  short  time  be  projected 
from  a  cut  ariery,  with  very  considerable  force;  and  he  further  satisfied  him- 
self, that  the  contractions  of  the  heart  could  be  renewed  even  after  they  had 
become  quiescent  in  different  hinds  of  violent  deaths,  by  injecting  venous 
blood  along  one  of  the  pulmonary  veins  towards  the  left  side  of  the  heait.** 
Bicbat  especially  dwell  upon  the  importance  of  discriminating  belweeo  iha 

'  Elements  Phjdologiw,  Tom.  iii.  Lib.  viii.  Sect  it. 

'  Opus  clL  Toms  iii.  p.  346.  1776. 

s  The  C^DBcticHi  of  Life  with  Rea^ration.    Londen,  IT88. 

4  Opoa  cil.  p.  4(M7.  *  Opni  oiL  p.  85. 

*  A  Dinartation  on  Saipended  Respiration,  1791. 

r  Eanfi  and  ObMrnlioni,  &.C.  on  the  SnbniertiDn  of  Animali,  &c  1T95. 

■  Oolemin,  Opus  cit  p.  1 18 ;  ind  Kite,  Opiw  cit.  p.  S6,  43,  and  44. 

•Catomiin,  [>.  107  lo  116;  Kile,  "From  then  experiments,  it  is  evideDl  that  a  ematl 
qoantilr  or  blood  can  pus  through  the  langs  whtti  they  are  in  a  stale  of  perfect  es- 
pralloo."— P.  58. 

■•Sni  Ia  Vie  at  La  Uort,  article  eUitma,  4  ii. 
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effects  of  Bspbfiia  opon  ihe  fuDCtiooa  of  BDimal  and  thoH  of  organic  life; 
of  ascertaining  [he  pnoriir  of  the  luspeDsion  of  those  two  great  sets  of  fuoe- 
lioDs,  and  the  loflueDce  which  they  exerted  upon  each  other.  He  mainiaiQed 
that  the  heart's  action  does  not  cease  because  the  dark  blood  iiansmliied  to 
the  left  side  of  the  beart  CBDOut  excite  it  to  contract,  but  because  (he  dark 


Dpoa  the  coDlractilitf  of  the  heart  was,  however,  regarded  bv  Bichai  as  onlr 
an  isolated  pbenomenon  in  aapbyxiaj  for  be  believed  that  toe  Titalii][  of  all 
the  tissues  of  the  bodj  whs  equally  afiecled  by  the  circulaiioo  or  this  dark 
blood,  and  that  the  functioas  of  the  brain,  or  ibe  animal  functions,  were 
always  arrested  before  those  of  organic  life.'  He  maintained  that  the  accn- 
mulatioo  of  the  blood  in  the  right  side  of  the  heart  did  not  depend  upon  any 
mechanical  obstruction  in  ibe  bloodvessels  of  the  lungs,  hut  from  various 
other  causes,  among  which  he  enumerates  the  obstacles  opposed  to  the  force 
of  the  already  eafeebled  tight  side  of  the  beaii,  by  the  effectii  of  the  circula- 
tion of  dark  blood  in  Ibe  bronchial  arteries,  and  the  cessation  of  the  eicita- 
tion  of  the  lungs  by  the  atmospheric  air,'  aided  by  the  circumstance  that  the 
svstemic  ventricle  can  more  easily  overcome  the  resistance  presented  by 
the  capillaries  of  the  body  generally,  than  the  veioi  and  pulmonic  ventricle 
can  overcome  that  arising  from  the  capillaries  of  tbe  lunp.  Bichat  appears 
to  have  entertained  doubts  whether  the  circulation  of  the  venous  blood 
through  the  capillaries  or  the  systemic  circulation  arrested  ibe  viinlity  of 
the  tisauci  simply  by  default  of  excitation,  or  by  exerting  some  deleterious 
inBuence  upon  it;  for,  while  discussing  its  effects  upon  the  brain,  he  thus 
expresses  himself— "Je  ne  puis  dire  si  c'est  n^iivemeot  ou  positivemeoi 
que  s'eierce  son  influence  :  tout  ce  que  je  aais,  c'est  que  les  fonctions  du 
cerveau  sont  suspendues  par  elle."  '  Although  Bicbat  failed  in  giving  the 
correct  explanation  of  the  manner  in  which  the  vital  actions  are  arrested  in 
asphyxia,  yet  there  can  he  uo  doubt  that  to  him  we  are  indebted  for  having 
pointed  out  (he  true  path  by  which  this  knowledge  was  to  be  aitsioed. 
Another  iraportaot  advance  was  made  in  the  elucidatioo  of  asphyiid  by  the 
experiments  of  Dt.  David  Williams,  of  Liverpool,  and  Dr.  J.  P.  Kay.  Dr. 
Williams,*  in  experimenting  oa  this  subject,  found  "that  when  the  chest  is 
laid  open  immediately  after  the  trachea  has  been  tied  during  tbe  acme  of 
inspiration,  the  pulmonary  veins  soon  become  empty,  while  the  pulmonary 
artery  continues  full."  From  these  experiments,  be  inferred  ibat,  in  as- 
phyxia, Ihe  blood  is  obstructed  in  its  passage  through  tbe  luogs,  while  its 
circulation  through  the  olher  tissues  of  the  body  continues;  and  that  the 
obstruction  in  the  lungs  "arises  from  a  deprivation  of  pure  atmospheric  air." 
Dr.  Kay,  from  his  numerous  experiments,*  has  also  arrived  at  the  conclu- 
aion,  that  "the  circulation  is  arrested  after  respiration  ceases;  because,  from 
the  exclusion  of  oxygen,  and  the  consequent  non-arlerialisation  of  the  hlood, 
tbe  mioutp  pulmonary  vessels,  which  usually  convey  aiierial  blood,  are  then 
incapable  of  conveymg  venous  blood,  which  iberefore  stagnates  in  the 
lungs."*  Dr.  Kay  believes  that  this  stagnation  of  blood  in  tbe  right  side  of 
tbe  heart  and  pulmonary  artery,  occurs  in  conseouence  of  venous  blood 
being  inca[>able  of  exciting  the  arterial  capillary  bloodvessels  of  the  lungs. 
The  experiments  of  Dr.  W.  F.  Edwards'  upon  frogs,  and  those  of  Dr.  E*y 

>  Car,  d'iprj*  c«  que  nou<i  dit 
qo'un  lympteme  ptrticnlJGr  de 
le  iiUge  d'uns  Mmblabla  d«bilil6 

'  "  Le  d^riut  da  sod  eicilition  par  lair  viiai." 

>  On  (be  Cauw  and  the  ESecU  of  KD  Obrtroction  oT  the  Blood  Id  tbe  Lungi.    Edin- 
burgh Medicil  mnd  Burgica]  Journil,  Vol.  i' "" 


*  The  Phyiiolrjgf,  Pathology,  and  TrMtment  of  Aiphjiii,  ISa 

'  Opu*  ciL  p.  Inl. 

■  D«  L'lnauence  des  Agoni  PhyeiqiiM  tor  la  Vie,  p.  9, 1831. 
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apon  warm-blooded  aDimala,  bave  reiy  diitinetlf  proved  that  the  eirculatioB 
of  venous  blood  io  ibe  muscular  litsue  oot  only  does  not  exert  any  deleierioua 
iDBuence  upon  its  coolraciiliry,  but  ibat  this  property  cootiaue^  to  maDirest 
Itself  considerably  iooger  wben  veoous  blood  is  allowed  to  circulate  ibrough 
the  Tenul*  of  that  tissue,  Ihao  when  the  circulation  of  the  blood  has  beeD 
entirely  arrested. 

Though  the  eiperiments  of  Dr.  Williams  and  Kay  have  demonstrated  that 
in  aapbyiia  the  circulation  iit  first  brooght  to  a  stand  by  some  impedimeat  to 
its  fiee  passaee  through  the  luogs,  yet  ne  believe  that  few  will  feel  satisfied, 
after  a  careful  aoalysis  of  them,  tbal  they  enable  ua  to  determine  whether 
thia  impediment  results  from  the  cessation  of  the  respiratory  moTeraeuts  ot 
the  chest,  or  from  the  arrestment  of  the  usual  chemical  chaogea  between 
the  biood  and  tbe  atmospheric  air — a  queatioa  of  coDsiderable  importance  in 
general  physiology.  When  we  remember  the  great  ioflueiice  exerted  by  the 
respiratory  muscular  moTements  upon  the  force  with  which  Ibe  blood  is 
traasniilted  aloog  its  vessels, — a  fact  first  well  illustrated  by  Hales,'  after- 
wards by  Bichaf'  and  latterly  in  a  more  definite  manner  by  Mageodie*  and 
by  Poiseuille,* — a  degree  of  uoeertaioty  must  always  exist  in  iuierpreling 
phenomena  observed  in  experiments  upon  asphyxia,  in  which  means  have 
not  heeo  taken  to  obtain  .the  extent  and  value  of  this  influence. 

Sach  a  precaution  is  the  more  necessary,  since  it  has  been  ascertained 
that  dark  blood  passes  at  first  in  the  usual  quantity  through  tbe  lungs,  and 
is  sent  with  great  force  and  in  a  full  stream  from  a  cut  artery ;  that  it  is  not 
until  the  respiratory  movements  have  been  conaiderablv  impaired  that  it 
begins  to  stagnate  in  the  lungs;  and  that  after  death,  con  si  d  em  ble  quantities 
of  dark  blood  are  frequently  obtained  from  the  left  aide  of  the  hearL  Cole- 
man fonnd  that  tbe  relative  quantity  of  blood  in  the  two  sides  of  the  heart, 
after  drowning,  varied  considerably;  "sometimes  being  as  t  to  1,  at  othei 
times  as  5  to  2.  or  as  12  to  7.  So  that,  as  a  medium,  the  proportions  of  tbe 
right  one  to  trie  left  are  about  31  to  1}.  After  hanging,  the  medium  was 
found  to  be  as  2i  to  1^.' 

Professor  Alison,  with  the  view  of  supplying  this  defect  in  the  theorv  01 
aaphyxia,  performed  several  times  tbe  following  experiments.*  A  rabbit 
was  confined  in  nitroeen  gas  until  its  respiratory  movements  had  become 
laboured,  and  inseDsibilily  was  approacbiog.  The  animal  was  then  with- 
drawn as  rapidly  as  possible  from  the  glass  jar  in  which  it  bad  been  con- 
fined, and  ibe  brain  was  suddenly  crushed  by  a  blow  with  a  hammer,  and 
the  chest  was  immediately  laid  open.  The  quantity  of  blood  found  in  the 
right  side  of  the  heart  preponderated  coosiderably  over  that  io  the  left,  and. 
as  the  rtspiralory  movements  had  not  been  interrupted  until  the  animal  had 
been  deprived  of  life,  and  the  circulation  in  a  great  measure  suspended,  these 
experimeots  are  obviously  greatly  in  favour  of  the  opinion,  that  the  accumu- 
lation of  tlie  blood  in  and  around  the  tight  side  of  tbe  heart  is  depeodeat 
Qpou  tbe  cessation  of  the  chemical  changes  between  the  blood  and  atmo- 
spheric air  in  the  luogs,  and  not  upon  the  arrestment  of  Ibe  mechanical 
movements  of  the  chest. 

It  appeared  to  roe  that  very  conclusive  evidence  niighi  be  obtained  on  this 
question  by  a  series  of  experiments  performed  in  the  following  manner.  A 
tube  with  a  Htopeock  was  fixed  iuio  an  opening  in  the  trachea,  and  one  of 
Poiaeuille's  bemadynamoraeters  was  introduced  into  the  femoral  artery,  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  definite  information  upon  the  force  with  which  the 
blood  was  tiansmilted  along  the  attetial  syalem.    The  stop-cock  of  the  tube 

■  Stilical  Esuya,  Vol.  ii,  p.  1  ta  33,  lT4a 
■Sur  la  Tla  at  Is  Hurt,  article  huiUdme,  k  »■ 

■  Journal  de  Pbyilologie,  Tom.  L    Lafona  lurlss  PbeaomdncsPlijraiqae*  de  la  Tie. 
«  Joornal  da  Phyaiolocis,  Tom.  viii.  p.  3T^ 

*  Opus  cit.  p,  IS. 

*  Ediaborgh  Madioil  and  Surgical  JootmI,  Vol  alv,  p.  103. 


Gooj^lc 


8  American  Medical  Ihi^liffencer. 

ID  the  traahea  wu  then  shut,  and  when  tbe  respiratory  proceu  bad  been 
suspended  sufficiently  long  to  cause  a  decided  fall  in  (he  coluroo  of  merrnry 
supported  by  the  blood  sent  along  the  femoral  aitery,  s  large  bladder,  full  (tt 
pure  nitrogen  with  a  brass  nozzle  provided  with  a  siop-coct,  whs  fixed  in  ibe 
tube  io  the  trachea,  which  it  fitted  accurately,  and  boih  slop-cocks  opened. 
After  tbe  eflecis  of  the  respiratioa  of  the  nitrogen  gas  had  been  ascerlaiaed, 
a  bladder  of  the  same  size  as  the  other,  siniilarly  provided  with  a  noszie,  and 
full  of  atmospbetic  air,  was  then  substituted  for  the  bladder  contaiaing  the 
niirogcD,  and  tbe  results  compared.  The  difierence  between  the  efiecis  irf' 
the  respiration  of  the  nitrogen  gas  and  the  atmospheric  air  was  most  marked, 
and  of  such  a  nature  as  could  not  be  mistaken ;  for  while  the  mercury  con- 
tinued to  fall  in  the  instrument  during  tbe  reEpiration  of  the  nitrogen  gas,  it 
rose  very  rapidly  immediately  after  the  atmospheric  aii  had  enteied  the 
Jungs,  and  acted  upou  tbe  blood.  In  this  experiment,  the  same  mechanical 
movemeDlB  of  the  chest  which  failed  to  renew  rhe  free  circulation  of  the 
blood  through  the  lungs  when  nitrogen  gas  was  inspired,  rapidly  effected 
that  object  when  atmospheric  air  was  permitted  to  enter  the  lungs,  even 
when  tried  on  tbe  sam«  animal,  end  subsequent  to  the  failure  of  the  nitrogen, 
and,  consequently,  at  a  more  advanced  stage  of  the  process  of  asphyxia. 
This  experiment  was  repealed  several  times,  and  when  the  requisite  rare 
was  taken  to  procure  and  employ  pute  nitrogen,  invariably  with  tbe  same 
results.' 

Before  directing  tbs  attention  of  the  reader  to  a  table  containing  (be  results 
of  one  these  eiperiraeuts,  it  will  be  necessary  to  take  notice  of  a  very  unex- 
pected phenomenon  which  presented  itself,  and  for  a  considerable  time  com- 
pletely embarrassed  and  perplexed  me.  Before  commencing  these  experi- 
ments, I  conceived  from  d  priori  reasoning,  that  when  the  hluod  had  become 
dark  in  the  arteries,  and  tbe  animal  functions  had  been  suspended,  that  (he 
mercury  would  begin  to  fall  gradually  and  steadily  in  the  heroadynamomeirr, 
and  that  there  would  in  a  short  time  be  a  marked  depression  in  the  level  M 
the  mercury.  The  mercury,  however,  actually  stood  higher  in  the  instm- 
ment,  and  the  large  arteries  tie  came  more  distended  and  tense  for  about  two 
minutes  after  the  animal  bad  become  insensible,  when  the  blood  in  an  ex- 
posed and  unobstructed  artery  was  equally  dark  as  that  in  the  accompany- 
ing vein,  and  when  tbe  attempts  a(  respiration  were  few  and  imperfect,  than 
before  tbe  stop-cock  io  the  trachea  was  shut,  and  when  the  animal  was 
breathing  atmospheric  air  freely.  This  was  so  unloosed  for,  at  first  eight 
was  so  inexplicable,  and  so  much  at  variance  with  my  preconceived  nations 
on  the  subject,  that  1  was  strongly  inclined  to  believe  Ihst  there  inust  be 
some  source  of  fallacy ;  but  after  repealing  the  experiment  mote  than  twenty 
limes,  and  invariably  with  the  same  results,  I  was  at  last  compelled  to  admit 
its  accuracy.  I  then  began  to  surmise  that  this  arose  from  an  impediment 
to  tbe  passage  of  the  venous  blood  through  the  capillaries  of  the  systemic 
circulation,  similar  to  that  pointed  out  in  the  capillaries  of  the  pulmonic  cir- 
culation, bv  which  the  force  of  the  left  ventricle  was  principally  concen- 
trated in  (he  arterial  system,  and  on  placing  a  hemadynaniomeier  in  the 
vein  of  the  opposite  limb,  and  comparing  its  indications  with  tbe  Jostm- 
ment  fixed  io  Ibe  artery,  this  supposition,  as  may  be  seen  from  the  annexed 
tabular  view  of  the  results  of  one  of  these  experiments,  appeared  to  b« 
verified.  This  fact  may  explain  how  a  quantity  of  blood  is  retained  in  the 
left  side  of  the  heart  in  asphyxia.  It  was  also  aecertaioed,  that  though  the 
fall  of  the  mercury  in  the  instrument  after  the  animal  was  nearly  asphyxiated 
took  place  very  gradually  at  first,  it  at  last  fell  very  rapidly.  Suppose,  for 
example,  that  the  mercury  in  the  tube  ranged  between  4^  and  5  inches  in 
height  before  tbe  entrance  of  fresh  air  into  the  lunga  was  ptevenled,  it  rose 

'  la  the  aiperioMDta  firrt  perfarmsd,  the  msrcarj  nwe  in  the  initrnnieDt,  bat  tb« 
■itrogen  wu  mixed  ivilh  a  quantity  ofslmospheiic  air,  u  was  proved  b/  (ha  Uood  b» 
coniog  paitislly  arlcriilistd  in  an  eiposMl  arlarj. 
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■bore  tbia  when  the  animal  bad  ceased  lo  struggle ;  it  anenvards  Tell  rerr 
gradually  to  betweeD  3  dod  4  ioches ;  and  when  il  bad  faltea  lo  between  3 
and  3  incbes,  ii  frequently  sunk  very  rapidly  to  the  origioa!  level.  When 
aima^pberic  air  nas  allowed  to  etiter  the  lutigs  after  Ihe  mercury  had  sunk 
Ion-  in  the  instrumeDt,  no  sooner  had  the  air  acted  upon  the  blood  iu  (be 
Iud:;s,  than  the  mercury  inetaDlly  sprung  up  sereral  inches,  and  when  the 
blood  had  become  more  perfectly  arteriaiised,  it  again  stood  lower,  and  the 
range  was  more  limited.  The  respirations  weie  necessarily  much  dimi- 
nished in  frequency,  also  slow  and  heaving  after  the  stop-cock  was  opened 
in  an  advanced  period  of  ibe  process  of  asphyxia,  and  it  waa  remarked,  ibat 
during  each  respiraiory  movement  the  (Contractions  of  the  heart  were  do' 
only  performed  with  increased  strength,  but  likewise  with  greatly  inerensed 
frequency.  When  the  animat  was  breathing  freely  through  the  tube  in  the 
trachea,  was  quiescent,  and  when  the  blood  was  fully  arteriaiised,  the  range 
of  level  of  the  mercury  in  the  tube  seldom  eiceeded  half  ao  inch,  somelimea 
not  so  much.  When  the  stop-cock  was  shut,  do  change  took  place  in  ibe 
raD«e  of  the  mercury  during  the  first  half  minute  r  generally  before  the  end 
of  the  first  ininute  the  animal  had  begun  to  struggle,  and  then  the  range 
greatly  increased, — rising  during  each  attempt  al  expiration,  and  during  the 
aliuggling  of  the  animal,  falling  during  each  attempt  at  enpirallon  and  dur- 
ing quiescence.  In  aome  of  the  experiments,  the  range  ot  the  mercury  dur- 
ing these  diflerent  conditions  amouoted  lo  about  nine  inches,  and  in  one 
experiroent  to  ten  inches, — making  a  most  material  disproportion  in  the  ex- 
tent of  the  pressure  upon  the  inner  surface  of  the  arterial  system  of  Tetsela. 

TABLE  I.— Showing  the  changes  in  inches  of  the  height  and  ran^e  of  the 
mercurial  column  in  the  vertical  limh  of  the  he^iadynamometer  in  one  of 
the  first  class  of  experiments,  when  the  instrument  was  fitted  in  the  artery 
only;  the  intervals  of  time  al  which  each  change  occurred,  reckoniog  in 
bait  minutes  from  the  commencement  of  the  operation  ;  with  remarfaa  on 
tbe  stale  of  the  animal  at  these  respective  changes.  The  depth  and 
height  of  tbe  mercury  marked  al  ihe  end  of  each  half  roinule  indicated, 
B*  near  as  possible,  tbe  extent  of  the  range  in  tbe  level  of  (be  column  dur- 
ing that  interval  oi  time. 

Height  of  Mercury 
loOTvalaof    in  the  tube  KtachMl 
Tine.  to  tha  Arterj.  Remarki  on  the  itata  of  Ibe  ADJmaL 

HlBBlH.         DepilL  Itvifbl. 

{  When  tbe  bemadynamomelet  was  adjusted 
1.0      }  to  artery,  ihe  mercury  stood  at  this  beight  iti 

(  the  vertical  tube  of  the  instrument, 
e  E      S  At  the  instaui  tbe  stop-cock  was  turned,  it 
"      i  was  5,5. 
\  4-0  4.5         Stop-cock  on  Iracbea  shut.    Dog  quiet. 

1  3.0  7.0  Do.  The  artery  becoming  a  little  dark. 

1}  3.0  9,0  Do.  Tbearteiy  black.     Animal  struggling. 

2  2,0  12.0  Do.        do.       Animal  struggling  Tiulently. 
2}           4.0             9.0  Do.        do.       Animal  quiet. 

ih  4,0  aO  Do.        do.  do. 


Do.  do. 

„         <  Bladder  of  nltrogco  removed,  and  one  filled 
)  with  atmobpheric  air  applied, 
>,i  >n  11  n      S  Bladder  removed.     Natural  reapirntioQ  al- 

7*  «■»  "-0      J  lowed. 

8i  6.0  6  Bladder  remored.    AnitDsl  qnici. 


:  Gooj^lc 


10  Americmn  MediaU  Intelligencer. 

TABLE  II.— Showing  the  snme  conditioDS  Id  tegaril  to  the  second  class  of 
eiperimeDrsi,  in  which  heroadyDamometers  were  applied  lo  both  the  Briery 
and  vein  ai  [he  same  lime. 


fWhea  the    hemadyDamo- 

{mettirs  were  adjusted  to  the 
vessels,  ibe  mercury  stood 
at  these  heights  ia  the  two 
JasirumeutE  reitpectirely. 

(  RespiratioD  aitural.    Dog 

Slop-cock  on  trachea  shut. 

Do. 
Do.  Animal  struggling. 
The  mercury  thrown  over 
the  top  of  venous  tube, 
which  was  12  inches  high. 
Mercury  stood  at  top  of 
~  f  venous  lube. 

5i  5.5  g.O  8.0  Do. 

64  5.0  11.0  3.5  Do. 

74  5.0  8.  2.5  Do. 

8i  2.5  2.1  Do. 

Id  some  of  the  other  experiments,  the  difference  belweeo  the  height  of 
mercury  in  the  two  instruments,  when  the  blood  became  venous,  was  not  so 
marked  as  in  this. 

In  perrorming  these  eiperiments,  I  derived  much  valuable  assistance  from 
several  gentlemen,  hut  mure  especially  from  Mr.  Jnmea  Spence  aud  Mr.  K.. 
T.  Kemp. 

We  DOW  proceed  to  examine  the  explanalions  which  have  been  given  bf 
physiologists  of  ihe  cause  ol  (he  arrestment  of  the  sensorial  funclioni  in 
asphyxia.  We  have  already  stated  that  Bichat  maintained  (hat  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  sensorial  fuQCtioni  was  caused  by  (he  circularion  of  venous  blood 
in  the  arteries  of  [he  brain  ;  while  Dr.  Kay  believes  that  he  has  proved  [bat 
i[  is  ptiucipally  dependent  upon  a  diminished  supply  of  thai  fluid  being  sent 
aloDg  the  systemic  arteries,  in  consequence  of  (he  impedimeni  lo  the  cir- 
culation (hrou^b  the  lucigs,  aud  uot  because  the  blood  sent  (o  (he  brain  is 
venous — an  opinion  somewhat  similar  li>  (hat  maintained  bv  John  Hunter.' 
The  experimenis  of  Dr.  Kay,  in  which  be  injected,  '^gradually  and  gendy,** 
four  draros  of  venous  blood  into  one  of  the  four  ar(eries  conveying  arterial 
hloud  [u  (he  brain,  [brough  a  very  small  syringe,  "having  a  beak  wi(h  a 
capillary  bore,'"  though  undoubtedly  sufficient  (o  prove  (he  highly  unsa(is- 
fac(ory  nature  of  the  evidence  adduced  by  Bichat  in  support  of  hts  position, 
that  the  sensorial  functions  are  artesled  by  the  circulation  of  venous  hlood 
in  the  arteries  of  the  brain,  cannot,  however,  be  adduced  as  salisfaciory  evi- 
dence against  the  doctrine  itself.  Such  an  eiperiment  may  prove  that  the 
transmission  of  a  certain  quantity  of  venous  blood  along  one  carotid  artery 
is  not  suSuient  to  produce  cerebral  derangement;  but  it  cannot  enable  as  to 
determine  what  would  he  the  effect  ol  the  passage  of  venous  blood  along  all 
the/our  arteries  of  the  brain.    We  have  veiy  frequently  watched  an  exposed 
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ihat  the  blood  flowinz  along  il  gradually  becomes  darker  and  darker;  and  we 
were  sniisGed  ihat  coosiderably  more  Teoous  blood  ihao  in  (be  experiments 
now  refeired  to,  is  circulated  through  (he  brain  for  a  fihort  lime  before  the 
animal  ie  seized  with  coDTuUiooa  and  iaaensibiliiy.  Il  is  eyident,  then, 
that,  if  the  suspension  of  the  sensorial  fuDClions  is  caused  by  the  presence 
of  dark  blood  in  the  arleries  of  the  brain,  it  must  be  circulated  in  greater 
quantities,  and  for  a  longer  time  than  occurred  in  these  eiperimenis  of 
Bicbat  and  Dr.  Kny.  Before  we  can  proceed  further  in  this  inquiry,  it  will 
be  ueeessary  that  we  examine  the  rariations  Id  the  quaniity  and  force  with 
which  the  blood  is  aent  along  the  arteries,  and  returned  by  the  reins  during 
the  process  of  asphvxia.  We  have  already  staled  that  the  arterial  pressure, 
as  ascertained  by  toe  hemadynamomeler,  is  very  litlle  altered  during  the 
first  half  minute  after  the  entrance  of  fresh  air  into  [he  lungs  has  been  sua- 
pended  ;  (hat  about  the  end  of  the  first,  or  the  beginning  of  the  second 
minute,  when  the  animal  commences  to  struggle,  the  pressure  is  greatly  in- 
creased  ;  and  that,  generally,  for  about  two  minutes  afler  the  animal  bad  be- 
come insensible,  and  had  consequently  ceased  to  struggle,  the  pressure  was 
even  greater  than  before  the  commencement  of  the  uperalion.  It  was  also 
repeatedly  ascertained,  that  the  venous  pressure,  as  icdicaletf  by  the  hema- 
dynamomeler introduced  into  the  jusular  and  femoral  veins,  was  equally 
great  for  a  short  time  after  the  animal  had  become  insensible,  as  before  the 
respiration  had  been  suspended.  When  an  artery  is  cut  across,  immediately 
after  insensibility  has  supervened,  the  blood  spiiugs  from  il  in  a  full  stream, 
and  with  a  force  equal  to  what  would  occur  if  ailerial  blood  was  circulating 
in  the  vessels.  The  insensibility  in  asphyxia  cannot,  therefore,  depend  upon 
any  diminution  in  the  force  wilh  which  the  blood  is  sent  along  (he  arteries 
of  the  brain,  nor  upon  any  diminution  in  the  vascular  pressure  upon  Ihat 
organ.  As,  however,  the  frequency  of  the  pulsations  in  the  arieiies  becomes 
remarkably  diminished  before  the  circulation  has  been  fairly  suspended,  w« 
are  aaturally  led  to  inquire  if  any  change  in  the  quantity  of  blood  sent  along 
the  arteiies  of  the  brain  could  account  for  the  suspension  of  its  functions. 
Wilh  this  view,  we  performed  several  experiments  upon  dogs.  A  tube,  fur- 
nished with  H  itup-cocic,  was  introduced  into  the  trachea,  and  firmly  secured 
there  ;  [he  femoral  artery  was  then  laid  bare,  that  the  changes  in  the  blood 
■night  be  observed,  and  the  number  of  pulsations  more  carefully  reckoned. 
We  shall  gire  Ibe  details  of  four  of  these  eiperimenls.  After  the  femoral 
artery  had  been  laid  bare,  the  pulse  ranged  from  t05  to  130  in  a  minute, 
and  the  respirations  were  very  sborl  and  rapid.  At  the  end  of  the  first  half 
minute  after  the  slop-cock  was  turned,  the  pulse  was  92.  At  one  minute 
aud  a  half,  the  pulse  was  about  120,  the  aoimal  had  begun  to  struggle,  and 
the  blood  in  the  artery  was  decidedly  dark.  At  the  second  minute,  the 
blood  in  the  artery  wan  nearly  as  dark  as  in  the  accompanying  vein,  but, 
from  the  struggles  of  the  animal,  il  was  impossible  lo  reckon  the  pulse.  At 
the  end  of  two  minutes  and  n  half,  the  animal  had  ceased  to  struagle,  was 
evidently  insensible,  and  (he  pulse  was  43.  At  the  beginning  of  the  fourth 
minute,  (he  pulse  was  still  43.  The  slop-cock  was  now  opened,  and  the 
animal  allowed  to  biealhe.  When  the  blood  was  becoming  red  in  ibe 
anery,  the  pulse  was  73.  A  short  time  aAer  (his,  when  the  animal  was 
rapidly  recovering  its  consciousness,  the  pulse  was  60,  aud  the  respiraiiona 
about  133,  In  another  experiment,  the  pulse  was  SO  at  the  time  when  ihe 
■top-cf>ck  was  closed.  At  the  end  of  the  first  minute,  the  pulse  was  i]4,  and 
(he  blood  was  decidedly  darker,  and  the  animal  was  siruggling.  At  the  end 
of  one  minule  and  a  half,  the  aoimal  was  struggling,  and  the  blood  was  nearly 
as  black  as  in  the  accompanying  vein.  At  the  end  of  iwo  miuules  and  a 
half,  the  pulse  was  60,  irregular  in  frequency — two  beats  following  each 
Other  rapidly  ;  the  animal  had  ceased  to  struggle,  and  the  blood  was  as  dark 
aa  in  the  vein.  Al  the  end  of  the  third  minute,  ihe  pulse  was  still  60,  and 
imgnlar.     In  a  tbitd  ezpeiiinent,  the  pnlae  was  100  before  (he  atop-eoek 
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was  turnrd.  At  ibe  end  of  ooe  minute,  the  blood  was  gettio;  dsib,  (be 
nnimal  had  begun  lo  struggle,  and  ibe  pube  was  130.     During  ibe  course 

of  the  second  minute,  ii  sirusgled  violently,  and  the  pulse  could  not  be 
reclfotied.  At  the  end  or  two  minutes  and  a  half,  the  animal  bad  ceased  to 
Elrugi^le,  the  respirations  were  few  and  iieaving,  aod  Ihe  pulse  was  7S.  At 
the  end  of  Ihe  third  minute,  the  pulse  wss  60.  In  a  fourth  experiment,  the 
pulse  ranged  from  89  lo  96  before  the  stop-cocb  was  turned.  After  half  a 
minute,  the  pulse  was  71,  and  the  blood  was  somewhat  darker.  After  two 
minutes  and  a  half,  the  animal  bad  ceased  to  struggle,  the  blood  was  as  dark 
in  the  artery  as  in  the  vein,  and  the  pulse  was  TO.  Ai  the  end  of  the  third 
roioute,  the  efforts  at  brealhiaa  had  nearly  ceased,  and  the  poise  was  66.  la 
such  experiments  as  the^e.  it  is  impossible  to  ascertain  the  eiacl  ftequencf 
of  the  pulse  at  the  precise  moment  when  the  sensorial  fuuctioos  are  sus- 
pended, in  consequence  of  the  struggles  and  courulsive  luovetnents  wiitt 
which  ibla  is  preceded.  Taking,  however,  all  the  circumstances  of  the  ei- 
perioients  into  account,  and  combining  with  thera  tbe  facts  ascertained  in 
those  previously  detailed,  to  prove  that  the  arterial  and  venous  pressure  is 
not  diminished  at  the  time  tbat  the  animal  has  become  insensible,  we  have 
little  difficulty  iti  arriving  at  tbe  conclusion,  tbat.  though  the  pulse  has  be- 
come less  frequent  about  tbe  time  that  the  in^jensibiliiy  has  supervened,  vet 
tbat  this  has  not  taken  place  to  such  an  exieni  as  lo  justify  the  opinion  tnat 
the  arrestment  of  the  sensoiial  functions  depends  upon  any  diminished 
transmission  of  blood  through  the  vessels  of  tbe  brain.  If  a  diminution  in 
the  frequency  of  the  pulse,  to  tbe  extent  we  have  indicated,  could  produce 
insensibility,  this  would  frequently  present  itself  during  the  course  of  dis- 
ease, and  under  other  eircuraslances  where  nothing  approaching  to  it  is  ob- 
served. It  must  also  be  lemrmbered  thai  tbe  pulse,  as  ascertained  before 
the  experiment  has  been  commenced,  must  have  been  more  frequent  than 
usual,  from  the  terror  of  the  animal.  In  these  experimenis,  I  regarded  iba 
animal  as  in  a  state  of  insensibility  when  the  struggles  aod  convulsive 
movements  had  ceased.  The  ruoclioo  of  respiration  continued  for  a  sbort 
lime  after  the  suspension  of  the  sensorial  functions,  but  rapidly  became 
enfeebled.  The  circulation  of  the  dark  blood  in  the  vessels  of  the  encepba- 
Ion,  therefore,  arrests  the  functions  of  the  ceiebral  hemispheres  before  those 
of  the  medullu  oblongata. 

Dr,  Kay  has  performed  several  experiroeots,'  from  which  he  has  drawn 
conclusions  very  different  from  those  which  we  have  just  staled.  He  found, 
ibat  when  tbe  abdominal  aorta  was  cut  across  in  a  rabbit  of  tbe  ordinary 
size,  "nearly  seven  dr:iins  and  three  quarters  of  blood  would  escape  from 
ibe  divided  aorra  when  respiration  was  unobstructed."  He  then  proceeded 
to  cut  this  vessel  across  at  diSerent  periods  after  the  admission  of  fresh  tit 
iato  thi!  lungs  was  precluded,  and  found  thai,  when  cut  across  half  a  minute 
after  this,  the  blood  collected  almost  equaled  what  would  have  escaped,  if 
Ihe  free  access  of  air  into  the  luogs  bad  been  permitted.  In  another  animal 
it  was  cut  across  after  a  minute  and  a  half,  and  five  drams  of  blood  escaped; 
when  postponed  to  two  minutes  and  e  half,  four  drams  were  collected ;  and 
when  delayed  to  the  termination  of  tbe  third  minute,  only  iwo  drama  weie 
collected.  In  judging  of  the  value  to  be  attached  to  these  exporimenii  of 
Dr.  Ksy,  two  circumstances  are  to  be  taken  into  account— tbe  time  an  ani- 
mal requires  to  bleed  to  death  ;  and  the  precise  time  at  which  the  sensorial 
functions  are  arrested.  As  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  an  impediment  to  tbe 
circulation  through  the  lungs  does  not  occur  in  the  course  of  the  process  of 
asphyxia,  it  ts,  therefore,  a  matter  of  considerable  ituportance  to  ascertain 
not  only  the  precise  time  at  which  the  sensorial  functions  are  orrested,  hot 
also  the  average  period  of  lime  which  the  blood  would  continue  to  flow  from 
a  cut  artery  when  ihe  respiration  is  unobstructed,  before  we  can  venture  to 
determtoe  whether  there  is  any  relation  between  ihe  suspenaioD  of  the  mb- 
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sorial  fanclion*  aod  the  atrasUd  cironlation  in  (he  laog*.  Wilh  the  view 
of  satisfy iof  myeelfon  these  points,  the  abdomiaal  aana  in  a  rabbit,  breath- 
ing naturally,  was  cut  across  a  little  above  its  bifurcation.  Tbe  blood  con- 
tinued to  floiv  freely  for  about  one  minute;  it  flowed  feebly  for  another 
miaute ;  and  very  feebly  for  aboui  forty  seconds  more.  Id  this  expetimenl, 
two  minuies  and  forty  seconds  elapsed  before  the  bleeding  from  the  ariery 
had  ceased.  Thougb  in  some  subsequent  eiperinients  tbe  bemorrhage  had 
ceased  in  a  somewhat  sborter  rime,  yet  we  believe  ibai  in  the  tabbit  it  sel- 
dom slops  before  two  minutes  h^ve  elapsed.  With  regard  to  the  other  point 
we  have  meatiDoed,  viz,  the  exact  period  at  which  the  sensorial  functions 
are  arrested,  this  has  been  must  unaccountably  overlooked  by  Dr.  Ka^.  He 
seems  not  to  have  been  aware  that  a  dog  generally  becomes  insensible  in 
from  two  to  two  minutes  and  a  half,  and  a  rabbit  in  one  minute  and  a  half, 
after  the  complete  occlusion  of  air  from  tbe  lungs,  so  that  experiments  such 
as  those  he  has  related,  made  lo  ascertain  ihc  quantity  of  blood  whith  Bows 
from  a  cot  artery  at  periods  posterior  lo  the  occurrence  of  the  auspensioD  of 
the  sensorial  functions,  cannot  be  adduced  in  explanation  of  effects  which 
have  previously  happened.  Id  performing  the  experiments  as  1  have  already 
mentioned,  1  took  the  cessation  of  the  struggles  and  ihe  convulsive  move- 
ments of  tbe  animal  as  a  test  of  insensibility.  When  a  ligature  is  lied 
lightly  around  the  trachea  of  a  rabbit,  ibe  animal  moves  about  nimbly  at 
first,  but  before  one  mioute  and  a  half  have  elapsed,  it  has  fallen  down  in  a 
■tale  of  insensibility,  and  tbe  attempts  at  respiration  are  few  and  heaving. 
As  the  manifestation  of  tbe  functions  of  the  medulla  oblongala,  upon  which 
lespinition  depends,  are  not  necessarily  linked  with  (hat  of  the  functions  of 
(he  cerebral  hemispneres  or  tbe  sensorial  functions,  it  must  be  evident  that, 
in  attempting  to  discover  the  cause  of  the  cessation  of  the  mechagical  move- 
meats  of  tbe  chest,  the  frequency  of  the  respirations  ought  to  be  attended  to, 
and  not  (he  suspension  of  ibe  sensorial  functions.  This  circumstance  bat 
not  been  overlooked  by  us  in  performing  these  experiments  j  and  we  are 
satisfied  thai  the  function  of  respiration  is  much  enfeebled  at  a  period  of  the 
process  of  asphyxia,  when  this  cannot  be  explained  by  any  diminution  in 
the  quantity  of  blood  sent  to  the  medulla  oblongata.  No  doubt,  respiratory 
movements  may  be  observed  after  the  pulsations  have  been  very  consider- 
ably diminished  in  frequency,  but  these  have  become  few  in  number,  and 
performed  ai  long  intervals  befoie  this  condition  of  the  circulation  has  been 
induced ;  but  it  is  quite  possible  that  the  ultimate  cessation  of  the  functions 
of  the  medulla  oblongata  may  be  hastened  by  the  diminished  quantity  of 
blood  sent  along  the  arteries  supplying  it.  If  we  proceed,  therefore,  lo  ana- 
lyse the  experiments  of  Dr.  Kay,  hearing  in  mind  the  length  of  time  tbe 
blood  continues  to  flow  from  the  divided  abdominal  aorta  of  a  rabbit,  and 
the  precise  lime  at  which  the  sensorial  functions  are  arrested  in  the  process 
of  asphyxia,  we  must  arrive  at  very  different  conclusions  from  those  which 
he  has  deduced  from  them. 

In  further  confirmation  of  (he  views  we  are  advocating,  we  may  appeal  to 
ihe  experience  of  every  practical  physician ;  for  he  caanol  have  failed  lo  ob- 
serve the  gradual  torpor  that  frequently  creeps  over  the  sensorial  functions 
in  severe  cases  of  bronchitis,  when  an  ill-arterialised  blood  is  circulating  ID 
the  vessels  of  ihe  hrain,  and  the  pulse  is  still  pretty  strong  at  the  wtisi. 

We  feel  very  strongly  convinced  thai  Dr.  Kay  has  fallen  into  another 
error  in  staling,  that,  three  minutes  after  the  entrance  of  air  into  the  lungs 
bad  been  prevented,  the  blood  tn  tbe  arteries  had  assumed  the  venous  hue 
"still  imperfectly i"  for,  in  numerous  experiments,  various  gentlemen  who 
were  present  all  agreed  that  the  colour  of  the  blood  in  the  arteries  was  as 
dark  as  thai  contained  in  the  accompanying  veins  at  a  period  auleiior  to 
ibis.  The  statement  of  Bichat,  that  the  blood  in  the  arteries  exactly  re- 
sembles venous  blood  in  a  minute  and  a  half  or  two  minuies,  is,  I  am 
■alisfied,  much  nearer  the  truth. 

From  Ihe  various  facts  we  have  meniiooed,  we  have  arrived  at  the  cud- 
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elusion,  that  the  saBpeosion  of  the  fanctioDs  of  ibe  eocephaloii  are  ehicflf, 
if  not  eotirely,  dependpni  upon  ibe  circulation  of  rsaous  blood  in  the  arieries. 
We  do  DOl,  however,  raaiDlaia  ihat  tedous  blood  exerts  any  noxious  in6u- 
enc«  upon  the  functions  of  the  nervous  texture  ;  but  believe  that  the  effects 
are  solely  to  be  attributed  to  the  want  of  Ibe  proper  exciiaiion  of  the  organ ; 
for,  when  the  circalaiion  of  arterial  blood  is  renewed,  its  fuuetiont  rapidly 
remanifest  themselves,  provided  that  this  be  dooe  within  a  given  time. 

We  believe,  theo,  that,  in  asphyiia,  the  order  of  succession  in  nhich  the 
vital  processes  aie  arrested,  is  as  follows  .—The  venous  hlood  is  at  first 
transmitted  freely  through  the  lunes,  and  reaches  the  left  side  of  the  heail, 
by  which  it  is  driven  through  all  the  textures  of  the  body.  As  ibe  blood  be- 
comes more  venous,  its  circulation  through  the  vessels  of  the  braiti  deranges 
the  sensorial  fuoctioDs,  and  rapidly  suspends  them,  so  that  the  individual 
becomes  uncotiscious  of  all  eziernal  impressions.  The  functions  of  the  me- 
dulla oblongata  ate  enfeebled  about  the  same  period  that  the  sensorial  fuDC- 
tions  are  arrested,  but  are  not  fairly  suspen^d  for  some  lime  lunger.  Imme- 
diately after  the  sensorial  fuoclions  are  susjioded,  and  the  blood  has  become 
still  more  venous,  it  is  transmitted  with  difHculiy  through  the  capillaries  of 
the  lungs,  and  coosequently  begins  to  collect  in  the  right  side  of  the  heart. 
A  smaller  quantity  of  blood  must  now  necessarily  reach  the  left  side  of  the 
keart;  and  this  diraiouiion  of  the  quantity  of  blood  seat  along  the  arteries, 
conjoined  with  its  venous  character,  and  the  ultimate  arrestment  of  the  cir- 
culation, being  circumstances  incompatible  with  the  mauifeataiion  of  vitality 
in  the  other  tissues  of  the  body,  general  death  is  sooner  ot  later  induced. 

_  The  persistence  of  the  muscular  contractility  after  the  arreatmeni  of  the 
circulaiton  varies,  as  we  have  had  frequent  oppor'uoiiiea  of  witnessing, 
according  to  the  age  and  slrpngth  of  the  individual,  and  also  in  a  very 
marked  manner  from  conslilulional  causes,  which  are  unknown;  and  in  this 
way  we  are  able  to  explain  how  the  heart's  action  may  be  renewed  a  con- 
siderable lime  in  some  cases  afHer  apparent  death,  while  in  others  all  the 
attempts  to  restore  animation,  though  commenced  shortly  after  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  sensorial  functions,  have  failed.  It  must  he  obvious,  that  the 
first  and  principal  object  in  the  treatment  of  asphyxia  is  to  restore  the  circu- 
talion  through  the  lun^s.  If  once  we  succeed  in  this,  and  thus  renew  the 
heart's  action,  the  arterial  hlood  is  aeain  transmitted  to  the  encephalon  and 
the  other  tissues  of  the  body  ;  the  functions  of  the  medulla  oblongata  re- 
manifest  themselves;  the  sensorial  functions  are  sradually  restoted;  and 
the  animal  beat  returns.  The  derangement  of  the  functions  of  the  medulla 
oblongata  and  the  sensorial  functions  are  not  necessarily  coequal  in  extent, 
and  never  in  importance,  in  esphyiia,  and  this  is  well  observed  in  some  of 
those  cases  of  death  from  disease  or  narcotic  poisons,  where  the  piocess  of 
asphyxia  occurs  more  slowly  and  gradually.  In  these  it  is  not  unusual  to 
find  (he  sensorial  functions  nearly  or  entirely  suspended,  at  a  lime  when  the 
respiration  is  pretty  effectively  carried  on  ;  and  it  is  evident,  from  vaiious 
facts,  that  the  arieslniEOt  of  the  muscular  respiratory  movements  Is  not  de- 
pendent upon  ihe  suspension  of  the  sensorial  functions,  hut  upon  those  of 
the  miUulla  oblongata. 

We  shall  now  proceed  to  make  some  remarba  upon  the  increased  force 
wilh  which  the  blood  is  »ent  alon^  the  arteries  during  muscular  contraction. 
It  has  been  proved,  as  we  have  already  mentioned,  that  the  blood  is  sent 
with  greater  velocity  and  increased  force  along  the  artej-ies  during  the  con- 
traction of  the  muscles  of  the  limbs  and  trunk,  as  in  exercise,  and  this  takes 
place  in  a  more  marked  manner  during  violent  attempts  at  expiration.  On 
the  other  bund,  during  violent  allempls  at  inspiration,  the  pulse  hecnmea  less 
frequent,  feeble,  and  soft.  In  some  of  the  experiments  we  perfurraed,  as  we 
have  already  mentioned,  the  meicury  rose  as  high  as  the  eleventh,  and  in 
one  to  the  twelfth  Inch  of  the  scale  attached  to  the  lobe,  during  violent 
attempts  at  expiration,  and  the  struggles  of  ihe  animal ;  while  it  fell  as  lovr 
as  the  second  inch,  during  violent  attempts  at  inspiration.    Duriog  these 
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jiflereot  eonditioDi,  the  pretiure  upon  the  cxteroal  surface  of  the  hesit,  and 
ii«  posiiioD  in  ihe  cheat,  muit  be  somewhat  alieted,  a  certain  aniouni  of 
pressure  being  applied  to  its  outer  surface  during  expiraiiuu,  and  removed 
during  iospiralioo  ;  and  it  recedes  deeper  into  the  chesi  during  inspirntioD, 
■ud  agaio  comes  forward  during  expiration  ;'  but  we  ma^  safely  set  those 
•aide  as  exerting  any  appreciable  iuflueoce  io  the  production  of  the  pheno- 
mens  in  question.  Mdller  believes  that  Ihe  increased  eoniraciions  of  the 
heart,  accompaoyiag  muscular  roovemenis  of  ihe  iiunk  and  limbs,  may  bn 
caused  by  a  sympalhelie  or  teflei  action — an  excitant  effect  being  produced 
in  the  filaments  of  the  nerves  distiibuted  in  the  coniracting  muscles,  which, 
being  conreyed  inwards  to  the  spinal  cord,  is  reflected  upon  ihe  heart.  As, 
however,  be  adduces  do  direct  evidence  in  favour  of  ibis  opinion,  we  do  not 
feel  inclined  to  abandon  ihe  old  explanaiiun,  that  this  is  merely  dependent 
apoD  ihe  mechanical  acceleration  of  the  blood,  by  the  pressure  exeiied  upon 
the  bloodvessels  by  Ihe  suirounding  muscles  during  their  contraction,  and 
ihe  more  especially  as  we  have  witnessed  several  facts  which  at  least  prove 
that  ■  great  paii  oi  Ihe  phenomena  in  question  may  arise  from  this  cause. 
We  have  frequently  remarked,  that  when  an  animal  was  breathing  veiy 
rapidly,  even  above  100  in  ■  minute,  through  a  tube  in  the  trachea,  ihat  the 
mercury  did  not  rise  higher  in  the  instrument  than  before,  and  that  Ibe  range 
was  limited,  pruvided  Ihe  expirations  weie  always  sboii,  and,  consequently, 
not  attended  with  much  compression  of  Ihe  bloodvessels  in  ihe  ihorax  and 
abdomen.  Ou  Ihe  other  hand,  a  tnarked  rise  of  the  mercury  took  place 
whenever  a  forced  expiration  was  made,  however  slowly  this  was  performed. 
It  was  also  repeatedly  observed,  ihat  when  one  instrument  was  fixed  in  the 
femoral  artery,  and  another  in  the  femoral  vein  of  the  opposite  hmb,  ihe 
mercury  stood  considerably  higher  in  the  instrument  fixed  in  ihe  vein  than 
in  that  fixed  in  the  artery,  when  ihe  animal  began  to  struggle  violently.  Id 
few  of  the  eiperiaients  did  the  mercury  rl^e  much  above  eleven  inches  in 
the  iosirument  in  the  artery,  while  it  frequenliy  ran  over  the  top  of  a  tube 
twelve  inches  high,  with  considerable  force,  in  the  Instrument  fixed  in  the 
Tein — showing  us  in  some  of  these  experiments  a  prodigious  inciease  in  ibe 
pressure  upon  the  inner  surface  of  the  venous  system,  equal  to  between  three 
and  four  pounds  on  every  square  inch  of  surface.  This  greater  elevation  of 
the  mercury  in  the  insirunienl  fixed  in  the  vein,  can  only  be  explained  by 
ihe  effects  of  the  mechanical  pressure  of  the  surrounding  muscles  becoming 
iDcieased,  as  the  extern  of  the  vascular  tubes  ovei  which  it  is  exened  be- 
comes elongated,  and  may  afford  some  indicalioos  of  the  greatly  increased 
impulse  communicaled  lo  ibe  blood  by  the  powerful  pressure  exerted  by  the 
coniraclioD  uf  the  muscles  of  the  chesI  and  abdomen  upon  ibeir  coniaioed 
bloodvessels,  when  aided  by  the  conlraclioos  of  the  muscles  of  ihe  limbs, 
and  favoured  by  the  presence  and  particular  disposition  of  the  valves  of  ihose 
bloodvesselg.  It  is  difficult  lo  determine,  then,  how  much  ibis  increased  flow 
of  blood  along  the  vessels  during  violent  expirations,  and  during  ihe  conlrac- 
tioD  of  ihe  muscles  uf  the  limbs,  depends  upon  more  forcible  contractions  of 
the  heart,  or  upon  the  raechanicBl  effecis  of  temporary  pressure  upon  the 
bloodvessels.  The  increased  rapidity  and  sirenglh  of  Ihe  coniraclions  of 
the  heart  during  violent  expiraiions,  must  be  partly  attributed  to  the  com- 
piession  of  the  bloodvessels  of  the  lungs,  and  the  transmission  of  an  in- 
creased quantity  of  blood  to  the  left  side  uf  the  bean,  while  the  diminution 
ia  the  Btreuglh  and  frequency  of  the  pulse  during  inspiralion  must,  in  a 
great  measure  al  least,  depend  upon  the  sudden  removal  of  that  pressure,  so 
that  a  great  part  of  the  blood  propelled  during  a  few  of  Ihe  coniraclions  of 
the  righi  tide  of  the  heart,  which  immediately  succeed  ihe  sudden  dilatation 
of  ibe  ihoiaz,  goes  to  fill  up  the  bloodvessels  of  the  lungs  to  that  siaie  of 

>  In  menlioning  this  fact  in  the  article  Heart,  in  Iha  Cfclapedii  of  Anilamj  and 
Fbysiotogj,  tba  word  invpiraiion  has  been  inadvertently  printed  for  expintion,  and 
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plenitade  ia  which  they  were  before  the  preceding  expiralioD,  and  >  mall 
quBQliiy  Dolf  reaches  Uie  led  side  of  the  heart. 

We  do  not  thiok  it  necessary  id  loake  anf  remarks  npon  the  questioo, 
whether  or  not  the  bleod  stagDates  in  ibe  lungs,  in  coDsequeace  of  the  ce«- 
taiion  of  the  cbemieal  cbanges  between  the  blood  and  the  atmospheric  air, 
or  upon  anr  supposed  effect  which  the  veoous  blood  may  have  upon  the  con- 
tractility of  tbe  capJlUry  vessels  oflhe  luogi,  as  this  has  already  been  moK 
ably  and  most  satisfactorily  dooe  by  Dr.  Alison.  He  has  shown  that  tbia 
phenomenon  is  to  be  referred  to  aa  interesting  general  law  in  physiology, 
which  has  hitherto  not  received  tbe  attention  wbicb  its  inporianee  demands, 
hy  which  tbe  raovemeots  of  nutritious  juices  is  inBuenced  by  the  chemical 
caanges,  or,  as  he  terras  ihem,  the  vital  attractions  concealed  with  the 
chemical  changes^  which  are  constantly  going  on  in  the  capillary  vessels 
hetween  those  juices  and  the  surtonoding  tissues,  by  which  nutrition  and 
aectetioD  are  effected.  Tbal  aucb  a  tnofiog  power  exlals,  regulating  the 
quantity  of  blood  which  flows  through  each  individual  organ,  independent 
of  any  impulse  fiota  tbe  tiriag  solids,  cannot  be  doubted.'  Before  arterial 
blood  can  be  transmitted  freely  through  any  tissue  or  organ,  ii  is  not  only 
necessary  that  the  conttaciious  of  the  heart  be  performed  wiib  a  certain 
amount  of  force,  but  that  tbe  actions  of  nutrition  aod  seeretioii  be  also  in 
Operation;  so  ia  the  same  maooer,  before  Ibe  blood  can  be  transmitted 
through  tbe  lungs,  it  is  not  only  necessary  that  the  right  side  of  the  heart 
retains  its  contractiiily,  but  that  the  chemical  changes  between  tbe  blood 
and  the  atmospheric  air  should  proceed.  This  doctrine  is  still  further  Illus- 
trated by  the  fact  which  we  have  ascertained,  that,  nben  the  blood  in  the 
systemic  circulation  becomes  decidedly  venous,  and  unfit  for  carrying  on 
the  process  of  nultition,  it  passes  less  freely  through  the  capillary  arteries 
into  the  veins. 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL  NOTICES. 

/  Robertton  on  the  Teeth* 

We  have  bad,  in  recent  limes,  several  eicellent  treatises  on  the  teeth,  but 
they  have  been  directed  latber  to  the  anatomy  aod  physiology  of  those  oreaus 
than  to  their  pathological  and  therapeutical  relations. 

The  author  is  of  opinion  that  the  destruction  of  the  leelh  is  effected  by  the 
corrosive  or  iibemical  action  of  the  solid  parliolea  of  the  food,  whicfi  hare 
been  retained,  and  undergone  a  process  of  putrefaction  or  fermentation,  in 
the  several  pans  of  ibc  teeth  best  adapted  for  their  reception.  This  we 
tbitik  very  questionable.  Tbe  process  of  decay  certainly  i:ommen[;es,  in 
geaeral,  in  the  interior  of  the  tootb,  whence  it  proceeds  towardi  tbe  circom- 
ference ;  and  we  tbink  there  is  great  reason  for  tbe  belief,  that  the  decay  ia 
rather  dependent  upon  intrinsic  than  eitiinsic  causes.  The  work,  how- 
ever, contains  many  valuable  practical  observations,  and  is  adapted  both  for 
the  professional  and  the  lay  reader. 

>  Vide  Oallino*  nf  Fhjiioloicy.  3d  edition,  p.  S3-S5,  61-64,  and  334. 

*  A  Practical  Treitiac  on  thg  Humon  Teeth  i  ihowinjif  the  Cautea  of  their  DetlnM. 
lion,  RDd  Uie  Itfctni  of  tlieir  Prew;rvalin>.  By  Williim  RoberiMn.  With  platat. 
Pint  AoMcion  from  Iha  MGond  Londoo  edition.    8to.  pp.  3J9.    PhUidelphii,  1641. 
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TVatir*  Mtdicat  Juriaprudence.^ 

The  Tsloable  work  of  oni'  friend,  Professor  Beck,  baa  been  lo  ]oDg  be- 
fore (fae  professioD,  that  it  it  not  necessary  for  us  to  speak  of  its  sterliog 
merits.  Still  there  has  been  room  for  a  smaller  treatise,  that  naj  gire  the 
"outlines"  of  the  acieace,  learing  it  for  thoie  who  may  wisb  to  study  the 
subject  profoundly  to  consalt  the  larger.  Dr.  Traill  has  (applied  sucb  a 
desideratum,  and  has  given,  in  epitome,  the  leading  general  principles  of 
medical  jurisprudence,  and  of  medical  police. 

The  American  editor  "bas  restricted  himself  to  the  correction  of  errors, 
and  10  the  adding  of  such  notes  as  appeared  to  him  to  throw  additional  light 
on  the  topics  discussed  in  the  text." 


Sir  Jamet  Clark  on  Climate.* 
The  reception  which  this  work  has  experienced  from  the  profest 
indicated  by  its  being  in  its  third  edition — is  a  sufficient  evidence  of  ita 
worth.  The  distinguished  author  baa  had  ample  opportunities  for  testing 
the  sanative  agency  of  different  climates,  and  is  possessed  of  eicelleni 
powers  for  improTing  those  opportnnities.  Since  the  work  was  giTen  into 
the  hands  of  the  compositor,  we  have  seen  it  advertised  for  repohlicatioa 
in  New  York,  so  that  it  will  be  placed  fairly  before  the  profession  of  this 
connirr.  Sir  James  has  had  no  experience  of  the  climates  on  this  side  of 
the  Atlantic,  but  he  indulges  in  philosophical  reflections  which  may  be 
applied  lo  all. 


7Veedie'»  Library  of  Medicine.* 

This  volume  concludes  the  Library  of  Practical  Medicine  proper,  and  is 
equal  to  any  of  its  predecessors.  The  encomiums  which  we  have  pasted 
upon  them,  may  with  much  propriety  be  transferred  to  this.  It  contains, 
also,  a  general  index  to  the  series. 

The  enterprising  publishers  have  in  press  a  System  of  Midwifery,  from 
the  ahte  pen  of  Dr.  Rigby,  and  they  propose  to  publish  a  forthcoming  sur- 
gical work,  as  soon  as  it  appeari  in  London,  with  notes  by  an  American 
■vrgeon. 

The  whole  series  will  be  well  worthy  of  a  place  in  the  library  of  the 
practitioner. 

■.Ontlinea  of  ■  Coorsa  of  Lectnrei  on  Medital  JDrisprodence.  Bv  Tbomsi  Stewart 
Traill,  M.  D.,  F.  B.  B.  EL,  jtc  &«.,  Regia*  Pro&MDr  of  Hsdictl  Jariiptudenee  and 
Medical  Police  in  tha  Uoivsmilj  oTEdinbDrfb.  First  Amariean  from  the  s«c«id  Edin- 
borgb  adiliun.    Bnised,  with  nDmerooi  nolet.    8va  pp.  934.    Philad.  1841. 

*  Od  the  Sanative  Influence  gf  CUnwIe.  By  Sir  Jsmsa  aark,  BarL,  F.  R.  &;  Pby- 
Mcian  in  Ordiain  to  her  Majasty  and  to  Princa  Albert,  ttc  ttc  Third  edition.  JSaSo. 
pp.  337.    Lond.  1S41. 

*  Diaaerlationi  on  Henorrhagea,  Dropsy,  RheDmatiaiD,  Oo<it,8enifDla,  &c.&o.,«ith 
aForonilarr  and  Gcnsral  Indei.  By  Oeo.  Borrows,  M.I).,&.e.&o.:G«a.Badd,  M.D., 
&C.  &e. ;  Thomaa  WatKin,  M.  D.,  jcc.  &e. ;  Tfaomas  Shapter,  M.  D.,  &c.  dec ;  Richard 
Rowland,  H.D.,&c&ct  WiUiam  fiudd,  M.  D.;  Arthur  Farre,  M.D.,&c.  &e.;  and 
W.  Broca  Joy,  M.  D.,  Slo.  &c  Edited  bv  Alai.  Tweedie,  M.  D.,  F.  R.  &,  &«.  dca 
with  Notes  by  W.  W.  (Serbard.  H.  D.,  &^  &0.    8vo.pp.314    PbUad.  1S41. 
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To  lh«  first  edtiioD  of  this  work,  we  drew  the  altentioD  of  our  readers  in 
the  Uit  Tolame  of  tbe  IntetligeDcei.  The  call  for  a  tecoad  edition  «o  sood, 
■afficieatlf  iadicales  ibe  value  that  ia  placed  upon  it.  Since  the  appearsnce 
of  tbe  first  edition,  the  talented  aathor  has  died,  leaTing  a  void  aoi  easilf 
filled  in  the  respectable  college  over  which  he  so  abljr  presided. 


Nev  York  Medical  Gazette. 

We  have  received  the  first  Dumber  of  a  Bew  weekly  under  this  title,  edited 
by  Dr.  William  C.  Roberts,  of  New  York;  and  we  hail  iu  appearance  with 
pleasure— coming,  as  it  does,  to  immediaielf  after  the  decease  of  the  New 
York  ^arieily.  The  ituperlor  advaniagea  of  New  York  for  medical  la- 
atruction  have  been  poioied  out  most  elaboratelir  of  lale,  and  we  see  do 
reason  why  she  should  not  possess  them;  bat  if  such  be  the  fact,  there  cei- 
tainly  must  be  lukewarmih  in  the  cause  of  medical  science,  when  we  see 
the  difficulty  in  establishing  a  successful  medical  journal  in  that  city. 

The  present  nnderiaking,  we  trust,  will  succeed  beilerlban  its  predecessors. 
The  number  before  us  contains  coatribolions  from  Prof.  J.  B.  Beck,  of  tbe 
College  of  FhysiciaDs  and  Surgeons,  and  from  Dr.  J.  Eeamy  Rogers,  sat- 
geon  to  the  New  York  Hospital. 


MISCELLANEOUS  NOTICES. 


Dr.  Paine  and  Dr.  Bowditck. — The  controversy  between  these  gentle- 
men,  growing  out  of  the  work  of  t^e  former,  has  closed,  and  we  trust 
amicably,  notwithstanding  the  war  of  words  that  has  existed  for  some  time 
between  them.  As  in  every  contioversy  of  the  kind,  the  parties  have  dis- 
turbed iheir  own  eqaanimity  without  making  much  impression  upon  those 
whom  they  are  desirous  of  convincing;  for  it  rarely  happens  that  the  con- 
tending parties  produce  any  change  upon  each  other's  opinions)  and  the 
public  generally  interest  themselves  but  little  in  the  merits  of  the  qaestion, 
whilst  they  are  slwaye  ready  lo  censure  both  parties.  So  satisfied  are  we 
that  this  is  the  general  feeling,  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  induce  us  to  en- 
gage in  literary  warfare.  Notoriety  is  sometimes  acquired  by  such  displsyi, 
but  it  is  unenviable ;  and  therefore  undesirable.  It  rarely  happens,  too,  that 
the  points  in  dispute  remain  the  same  as  in  the  Brst  instance.  Language  is 
misunderstood,  and  clearness  of  perception  largely  interfered  with,  by  invo- 
Inntary  prepossessions  or  insufficient  examination.  Of  this,  we  bare  an  ex- 
ample in  the  Rejoinder  of  Dr.  Bowdiich  lo  Dr.  Paine's  Reply,  (supplement 
lo  Boston  Med.  Journal,  June  16,  1841,)  in  which  Dr.  Bowditch  slates  that 

'  Psyofaolofiv ;  or  a  Ti«w  afthe  HnnsD  Soul,  inclndinff  Anthropology.  Adapted  ka 
the  DM  of  colieies.  By  Rav.  Frederick  A.  Rauch,  D.  P.,  kte  Preudent  of  HaniwB 
Collage,  Psnn.    Second  aditioD,  rerlMd  aad  improved.    8*0.  pp.  401.    New  York,  1S41. 
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w«  biTe  accoMd  him  of  being  too  »eT«rel]r  pcnonil.  His  wordi  are— 
"Mor«o*eT,  baving  been  accused  oC  beiog  too  Mverelf  peraonal,  (Dungti- 
aoa's  Journal,)  it  gratifies  me  to  God  that  one  joomal  in  ihia  counlrjr  sua* 
taios  me,  [Baltimore  Medical  and  Surgical  Joonial,)"  Ac.  Our  Temarks, 
(Oct.  15,  1840,)  were—"  The  author  (Dr  Bowditch)  is  aa  estimable  iodiTi- 
daal;  but  bis  zeal  for  a  faTourite  preceptor  (Louis)  has  outrun  bis  diicreiioD. 
The  'remarks'  are  polemical  ihToughoui,  and  often— what  is  always  to  be 
deprecated — persooal."  Dr.  Bowditcb  is  not  accused  by  us  of  being  "too 
aeverelf  personal;"  nor  do  we  find  that  the  Journal,  which  he  quotes,  "(lu- 
lains"  him  in  being  so. 

We  cite  this  as  an  evidence  merely  of  the  facility  with  which  new  points 
may  arise  in  pending  coDtroversies.  The  matter  bad  now  better  rest;  al- 
ready, indeed,  the  points  of  discussion  are  forgotten  by  most  persons ;  and 
all  that  remains,  is  a  Tague  recollection  that  an  angry  diicuasion  bad  been 
carried  on  between  two  respectable  indiriduals,  in  relation  to  something  con- 
nected with  M.  Louis. 


Water  Dodort.—We  learn  that,  in  Paris,  the  homoeopatbiit  is  biding  his 
diminished  head  before  the  water  doctor,  who  is  the  author  of  the  new 
ay  stem 

*'  to  mika  the  mlgar  stars. 
Till  the  awoln  bobUa  barria,  and  all  u  air." 

I(  is  strange  that  the  established  iuanily  of  all  empirical  pretensions,  from 
those  of  Dr.  Rock  and  Dr.  Solomon  downwards,  baa  not  taught  the  public 
to  profit  by  experience.  They  are  an  ready  as  e*er  to  follow  in  the  wake  of 
every  advertising  qoack.  The  second  number  of  the  New  York  Gazette 
animadverts  with  propriety  oa  the  system  for  notoriety  and  pelf,  pursued  by 
men  who  are  in  the  ranks  of  the  profession,  and  who  atoop  to  the  vilest  of 
cbarlataary,  only  to  be  equaled  by  the  vendors  of  razor  strops,  bear's  grease, 
&c.  The  irne  vehicles  for  professional  communications  are  the  medical 
joornals,  and  we  trust — with  the  editor  of  the  London  Lancet — "that  before 
long,  no  greater  condemoation  can  attach  itself  to  the  reputation  of  a  medi- 
cal man,  than  to  have  bis  name  vaunted,  and  his  deeds  praised,  in  tbe  i^o- 
rant  effusions  of  tbe  political  journals." 

Stewart  on  the  Diaeiaei  of  Children.— la  speaking  of  this  work,  recently 
pnblisbed,  the  editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  remarks — 
"  Should  the  present  race  of  medical  critics  be  sparing  of  praise,  ii  is  quite 
certain  that  posterity  will  do  justice  to  the  patience,  genius,  and  professional 
attainments  of  tbe  author."  We  doubt  not  ibai  this  praise  is  merited;  but 
for  ourselves  we  wish  to  say,  that  the  reason  why  we  "  are  sparing  of  praise" 
is,  that  the  work  has  never  been  sent  to  us;  and  we  suspect  that  such  is  tbe 
case  with  other  "  medical  critics"  besides  onrtelvei.  It  is  a  common  taw 
with  editors,  that  in  order  for  a  book  to  be  noticed  at  all,  it  must  come  be- 
fore them  in  the  Intimate  mode. 

Medicai  CoUege  of  OAw.— The  Annual  Catalogue  for  1840-41  con- 
uini  the  names  of  130  students:  of  whom  there  were  from  Ohio,  95; 
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Indiana,  9;  IlliDoia,  3;  Kralgckf,  7;  LoaUiuia,  1;  Bonth  Carolina,  1; 
MiMiMtppi,  1;  HauaehusettB,  2;  Virginia,  1;  New  York,  3;  Mitaonri,  1; 
Pennsylvania,  5;  Canaila,  1. 
The  namber  of  gradoatea  waa  31. 

William  and  Maty  College,  Virginia.— Vfe  find  by  the  Annual  Cata- 
logue of  this  old  and  respectable  institution,  that  Professor  Millington  un- 
dertakes a  class  foi  medical  instruction,  for  which  he  possesses  ample  means 
of  illustration.  The  subjects  taught  in  the  6rst  session,  are  anatomy,  phy- 
siology, materia  medica,  and  pharmacy.  In  the  second  session,  anatomy  of 
the  nerves  and  organs  of  sense,  pathology  and  therapeutics,  operations  of 
surgery,  materia  medica  and  pharmacy  continued  and  concluded.  The  teit 
books  are  the  same  as  those  used  in  ihe  principal  medical  colleges. 

Peiauyloania  Medical  College. — Dr.  R.  H.  Bird  has  been  appointed  ta 
the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Dr.  Colhouu.  Dr.  Bird  is  an  eatim- 
ablS  and  accompliibed  gentleman. 

Medical  College  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina.— The  Annual  Report— 
which  contains  an  able  valedictory  addiess  to  the  class,  by  Prof.  Dickson — 
gives  the  names  of  51  gimduates  :  of  whom  41  were  from  South  Carolina; 
4  from  North  Carolina;  4  from  Alabama;  and  2  from  Georgia. 

Dr.  Geddings  has  been  transferred  to  the  surgical  chair  vacated  by  Dr. 
Wagner,  owing  to  ill  health. 

Vermont  Academy  of  Medicine.— Th«  Annual  Catalogue  and  Circular  of 
the  Vermont  Academy  of  Medicine  for  the  session  of  March,  1841,  contains 
the  names  of  fifly-four  medical  students. 

Medical  Department  of  TVansylvania  Univereilif.—Di,  E.  Bartlett  has 
been  appointed  to  the  chair  of  the  theory  and  practice  of  medicine,  vacated 
by  the  able  teacher,  Dr.  N.  R.  Smith,  of  Baltimore. 

Berkshire  Medical  School. — Dr.  Jamas  M'Clintock,  Professor  of  Anatcmy 
in  the  Vermont  Academy  of  Medicine,  has  been  appointed  to  the  same  chair 
in  the  Medical  School  at  Pittsfield,  Mass. 

Poieoning  by  Solution  of  Acetate  of  Lead— Lead  found  in  Ike  Urine.* — 
A  young  girl  of  good  consiitolion,  driven  by  despair  lo  suicide,  took  about 
an  ounce  of  acetate  of  lead  in  solution.  She  was  almost  immediately  seized 
with  collapse  and  svncope,  and  afierwards  with  vomiting  and  conTulsJons. 
Sug'ared  water,  sulpnaie  of  magoesia,  and  sulphate  of  soda,  were  given,  but 
she  died  in  iwenly-Gve  hours.  She  voided  a  laige  quantity  of  urine,  which 
M.  Villeoeuve  sent  to  M.  Orfila.  Carbonised,  treated  by  nitric  acid,  and 
submitted  lo  the  tests  of  ihe  sails  of  lead,  this  urine  afforded  a  sensible 
quantity  of  lead. 
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On  the  EmploymetU  ofAnemout  Add  in  Phthirit  Pvhmmalia.  By  M. 
TVoMMOU.'— M.  Troaaaeau  ia  now  making  trial  of  the  powers  ofaraeaic  ik 
pbihisia  al  Ibe  Hospiial  Necker;  a  meaoa,  however,  not  new,  as  Dioscorides 
employed  fumigatioDS  of  the  sulphuret  of  araeDic  in  the  same  diseaa«.  Dui- 
iag  aom«  few  months,  M.  Trootseau  has  lubmiited  eight  patients  to  the  ac- 
tioa  of  thia  agent.  In  four  affected  with  diairhieH,  the  disease  continued  ita 
progress;  it  waa  in  an  advanced  stage,  and  death  occnrred  in  the  usa&l 
manner.  In  fonr  others,  Dotwithstanding  vast  caverns,  and  symploma 
which  announced  approaching  death,  the  aympioms  amended  under  ibe  in- 
fluence of  arsenious  fumigations,  the  general  health  improved,  appetite 
returned,  digestion  was  good,  emaciation  checked,  and  the  cough  and  ezpec- 
' '—a  diminished. 


A  sheet  uf  while  paper  ia  dipped  in  a  aolnlion  composed  of  one  ptil  of 
araeniate  of  soda  and  thirty  parts  of  water.  The  paper  is  then  made  iitto 
little  cigars  of  the  length  of  a  finger,  and  the  patient  ia  directed  to  smoke 


n  two,  daily,  in  SDcb  a  maaner  that  the  fumea  may  pass  ii 

lung.    Thia  is  readily  accomplished,  by  the  patient  inspiring  the  m    

the  fumes  enter  the  mouth.  This  inapiralion  of  arsenious  vapour  al  first 
causes  alight  cough,  but  after  some  time  both  cough  and  expectoration  are 
much  diminished. 

This  means,  thongh  it  bas  not  ai  yet  cured  phthisis,  deserves  a  trial.  Iti 
one  case  of  chronic  catarrh  with  emphysema,  it  rapidly  removed  symptoms 
of  sufibcaiian.  Careful  experiments  snould  be  made  with  this  remedy,  for 
phthisis  is  a  disease  hitherto  so  incurable,  that  any  thing  which  affords  any 
probability  of  effecting  permament  good  is  worthy  of  investigatioo. 

On  Tincture  of  Iodine  a»  a  Utftical  Application  to  Phagedenic  Chancre*. 
By.  M.  Ricord*~A(tet  a  trial  of  all  the  roost  common  topical  applicatioDa 
recommended  in  the  treatment  of  phagedenic  chancre,  M.  Ricord  finds  them 
all  frequently  inefficacious,  and  from  none  has  he  obtained  such  prompt  and 
happy  results  as  from  the  tincture  of  iodine.  He  has  employed  tnis  tincture 
during  the  last  three  months,  and  almost  constantly  obtained  a  prompt  modi- 
fication of  the  ulcerated  surfaces,  which  soon  lose  their  phagedenic  character. 
This  has  occurred  in  many  cases.  The  action  of  the  iodine  was  particularly 
evident  in  a  patient  who  had  an  open  bubo,  the  ulceration  being  phagedenic 
and  very  extensive.  Various  means  were  employed  during  two  mootha 
without  success,  when  the  tincture  of  iodine  alone  so  modified  the  ulcerated 
surfaces,  that  their  extent  visibly  diminished  from  day  to  day.  The  iodine 
of  potassium  had  been  given  in  this  case  without  effect,  but  ita  use  was  con- 
tinued conjuiaily  with  the  tincture  of  iodine  as  a  topical  application.  The 
cure  was  perfect  io  less  than  a  month. 

Ectrtypion  cured  by  Auloptatty.  By  M.  Birard.* — M.  Biiard  presented 
to  the  academy  a  young  butcher,  whose  inferior  eyelid,  all  except  the  free 
border,  had  been  destroyed  by  a  malignant  pustule.  After  having  arrested 
the  progress  of  this  terrible  disease,  M.  B^rard  sought  to  repair  the  loss  of 
substance,  and  prevent  greater  depieasion  of  the  free  border  of  the  eyelid 
already  affected  hy  ectropion.  A  portion  of  integument  was  taken  fiom  the 
tenpoial  region,  and  applied  Just  below  the  inferior  eyelid.  The  superior 
border  of  (his  slip  became  united  to  the  inferior  border  of  the  eyelid,  and  its 
inferior  border  lo  the  superior  edge  of  the  malar  integuments.     The  whole 

<  Bnltelin  General  de  ThrirapeoIiqBe.  Fevrier  15  el  S8,  1841 ;  end  Brit,  and  For. 
Med.  Review.  July,  1841,  p.  949. 

■Ibid.  P.3S3. 

*  BullatJQ  de  I'Aemdimie  Royale  ds  H6)eciiw.  Man  15,  ItMl ;  and  BriL  and  For. 
Ned.  Beview,  July,  1641,  p.  353. 
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was  maintaiDed  in  apposition  by  simple  ■gfluiiBatites.  Four  moolbt  after 
tb«  operation,  the  wounds  are  eiealrised,  tbe  new  eyelid  is  perfectly  rital, 
and  of  a  liot  precisely  similar  to  that  ordinarily  seen  ia  the  situation  which 
it  occupies. 

Jaundice  from  Non-Elimination,  together  vtilh  Remarkt  on  the  Paiholo- 
gicalCondilion  and  Chemical  Natureojthe  Bile.  Bv  W.  B.  Lowe,  M.  D} 
— Dr.  Lowe  rejects  the  docitine  as  purely  bypoihelicar^  that  when  jaundice 
appears  suddenly,  and  without  premonitory  symploms,  it  is  due  id  spasm,  oc 
to  the  opposite  condition,  paralj'sis  of  the  gHlI-ducIs.  Jaundice  from  non- 
eliminaiioa  may  take  pUce.  either  with  the  liver  in  a  state  of  disease,  « 
when  there  is  no  appreciable  disease  in  that  organ.  Of  the  lattei  specie*, 
Dr.  Lowe  furnishes  a  single  case  of  his  own,  and  refers  to  others.  Accord- 
ing to  Le  Cano,  three  views  are  entertained  by  chemists  of  the  condition  of 
the  blood  of  icteric  paiieuts.  Some  beliere  thai  it  always  contains  bile; 
other*,  that  it  contains  none,  but  only  a  particular  colouring  matter;  others 
adopt  a  middle  TieWj  and  thinlt  that  the  blood  of  such  patient*,  without  cob- 
tainingall  the  constuuents  of  bile,  holds  its  colouring  principles. 

Dr.  Lowe,  without  attempting  to  offer  an  exact  analysis  of  the  bite,  gire* 
the  result  of  some  experiments  of  his  onn,  "  which  hare  been  conducted  on 
a  somewhat  extensive  scale."  He  endeavours  to  show  that  the  resin  of 
Qmelin,  tbe  picromel  of  Thenard,  aad  the  choleic  and  choloid  acids  of  De- 
matcay,  are  "  one  and  the  same  thing."  We  must  refer  our  readers  to  the 
author's  paper,  for  the  experiments  on  which  he  grounds  this  view. 


Obtervationa  on  Dropsy  of  the  Pericardium.  By  John  Mackenzie,  Etq^ 
Surgeon.' — The  diagnosi*  of  hydrops  pericardii  is  still  involved  in  obscurity 
and  UDcerlainty.  The  difficulty  connected  with  this  subject  arises  from  the 
rare  occurrence  of  the  disease  unaasociated  with  effusion  into  the  pleuial 
cavity,  and  to  the  still  rarer  opportunities  of  verifying  such  cases  as  do  occur, 
by  poGt-mortem  eiaminaiion.  Having  for  several  years  been  attached  to  a 
large  military  hospital  in  Russin,  where  chronic  inflammation  of  the  peri- 
cardium and  consequent  efliiEion  Wijre  frequently  met  with,  and  where  every 
facility  of  examiniog  the  bodies  of  those  who  died  was  sflorded,  I  observed 
that,  in  those  cases  where  there  was  co-existing  eBusion  into  the  pleural 
cavity,  the  patients,  from  the  commencement  of  the  disease,  could  not  beat 
the  horizDDtal  posture;  and  that,  where  tbe  effusion  was  confined  to  the 
pericardium,  the  patients  preferred  to  be  with  the  head  remarkably  low,  tilt 
general  effusion  took  place,  sod  the  breathing  became  labotious:  of  these, 
some  preferred  to  sleep  on  their  face,  inclining  to  the  left  side,  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  make  the  region  of  the  heart  the  most  depending  part,  whilst 
others  lay  on  their  back.  Al^er  death,  I  found  in  some  of  these  cases  that 
the  pericardium  occupied  nearly  the  whole  of  tbe  chest,  and  contained  from 
six  to  ten  pounds  of  tluid.  In  two  cases  there  was  not  a  vestige  of  the  left 
lun^  to  be  found,  except  a  thin  layer  of  cellular  subsiaocs. 

The  reason  why  the  horizontal  posture  was  preferred  in  these  cases,  ap- 
pears to  he,  that  the  weight  of  the  pericardium  was  taken  off  the  diaphragm 
and  rested  on  the  spine  or  the  ribs.  It  is  to  be  observed,  that  in  hydrothorax, 
when  the  patient  lies  with  his  head  low,  the  water  in  the  chest  Bows  back 
and  presses  on  the  root  of  the  lungs,  preventing  a  fresh  ingress  of  air,  and 
thereby  causing  dyspnoea  and  sense  of  suffocation  ;  and  that  in  hydrops  peri- 
cardii this  cannot  take  place,  in  consequence  of  the  water  being  inclosed  in 
a  firm  bag,  which  is  bound  down  in  its  place  by  its  attachment  to  the  dia- 
phragm.   A  very  singular  case  of  this  disease  came  under  my  observatioa, 
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whore  tfa«  patient  could  lie  is  all  pmtares  eqnallr  vail,  and  experieiK«d  bo 
incoDTenieiiG*  wbaiever;  yet  after  death,  which  was  cauaed  by  a  audden 
attack  of  iDflammatioD  of  the  right  long,  the  pericardium  was  found  to 
occupy  the  whole  of  the  left  aide  of  the  chest,  from  the  claricle  to  the  dia- 
phragm, and  contained  ten  pounds  of  thick  brown  fluid. 

New  Method  of  tmpbtying  Iodine  in  Phthisi*.  By  A.  Leigh,  M.  D., 
Jertey.' — 1  direct  the  patieot  to  apply  a  sufficient  Quantity  of  iodine  oinimeat 
on  the  ribs,  under  both  azDIa,  and  to  cover  the  head  with  the  bed-clotbes, 
to  breathe  the  iodine  volatilised  by  tbe  heat  of  the  aiills;  the  ointment  pro- 
duces countei-irritaiion  on  the  skia  where  it  is  applied,  and  is  to  be  repeated 
according  to  circumstencea.  Thi*  method  has  appeared  to  me  to  arrest  the 
progress  of  the  disease. 

Ca$e  of  iffeuraleia  Faeialia  cured  by  Operation.  By  T.  T.  Lambert, 
Surgeon,  HuU.'—K.  L.,  a  female,  aged  siity-lbree,  had  for  several  years 
been  affected  wiib  a  most  painful  condition  of  the  nerves  of  one  side  of  tbe 
face,  coming  on  in  paroxysms  of  the  utmosi  severity,  mostly  towards  night. 
At  various  times  sne  had  tried  rooxt  of  the  usual  remedies,  wiiboui  eipe- 
liencing  any  thing  hut  temporary  alleviation.  Uoder  ibese  circumstances, 
as  the  branches  of  the  facial  nerve  seemed  to  be  principally  aCTected,  the  paia 
ahootiag  across  the  cheek  down  towards  the  lower  jaw,  and  occasionally 
upwards  towards  the  temple,  I  proposed  the  division  of  the  facial  nerve  in 
the  parotid  gland,  after  Its  exit  from  the  foramen.  To  this  the  poor  woman 
^ladl^  coDseoled,  and  I  proceeded  lo  perform  the  operatiou  by  mabin^  an 
mcisjon  betwixt  the  mastoid  process  and  the  lobe  of  the  ear.  My  oexi  inci- 
sion brought  me  io  contact  with  a  nerve,  which  I  supposed,  from  its  situa- 
tion, to  be  the  auriculus  magnus  nerve,  one  of  the  ascending  branches  of  the 
cervical  plezus.  On  raising  this  nerve  with  my  forceps,  a  state  of  tension 
seemed  to  be  produced  upon  all  the  nerves  of  the  face  which  were  affected 
with  the  patD,  and  the  patient  exclaimed  that  waa  the  place  from  whence  all 
her  paJD  proceeded.  Under  these  circumstances,  as  the  operation  for  the 
division  of  this  nerve  is  trivial,  compared  with  the  division  of  the  facial,  and 
■a  it  was  jnst  at  hand,  I  determined  to  try  the  effects  of  its  division  ;  and  the 
result  was  moat  satisfactory :  the  woman  passed  a  delightful  night,  and  en- 
joyed some  good  sleep.  The  next  day  she  had  a  little  pain  ;  and  from  that 
time  to  tbe  present  she  has  been  perfectly  well,  except  having,  on  one  occa- 
sion, a  very  iri&ing  degree  of  pain.  Four  months  have  elapsed  since  the 
performance  of  this  operation;  and  during  thia  interval  the  patient  has  been 
exposed  lo  the  intense  inclemency  of  the  recent  winter.  I  am  not  one  of 
those  who  would  pay  loo  much  attention  to  a  solitary  case;  yet,  aa  a  single 
fact,  this  seems  to  me  to  be  important,  inasmuch  as  tbe  means  employed 
have  effectually  cured,  for  four  moniha  at  least,  and  I  hope  permanently,  a 
very  severe  csae  of  neuralgic  pain. 

On  the  Uie  ofS^inta  in  Chorea.  By  G.  SouAam,  Surgeon,  Satford.*— 
I  was  led  to  try  the  experiment  of  conSning  tbe  affected  limb  io  splints, 
having  frequeuily  observed,  in  those  instances  where  the  convuhioos  had 
continued  in  spite  of  all  remedial  means,  that  if  tbe  patient's  attention  be 
directed  to  the  deranged  muscles,  as,  foi  instance,  when  in  tbe  hand  and 
arm,  causing  him  lo  grasp  the  sides  of  a  chair,  the  motions  comparatively 
cease;  and  this,  when  frequently  repeated,  proved  a  useful  auxiliary  in 


1  LoDdoD  Medical  Gantle,  Hav  SB,  1U1. 
*  Ibid,  March  19, 1841. 
t  Ibid,  May  7, 1841. 
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nmoring  the  diiesM.  Upvardi  or  two  y«ar>  ago,  a  caie  came  trnder  my  no- 
tice where  the  canruliioos  bed  eiiaied  in  the  hand  and  arm  for  lii  months, 
though  a  rariety  of  means  had  been  adopted  for  tbeir  removal :  believing 
them  to  depend  on  habit,  from  the  conirol  the  patient  had  ever  the  motioaa, 
and  bis  appareotlf  eicelleni  health,  I  had  recourse  to  the  splinli.  For  the 
first  few  aaye,  the  twitchiagE,  from  tbeir  violence,  caused  some  difficultf  in 
keeping  the  splints  firm,  but  ibej  soon  diminished  in  force,  end  in  three 
weeks  liad  entirely  disappeared.  1  have  tried  the  same  treatment  in  four 
other  cases.  In  three,  afWr  attending  to  the  bowels,  I  applied  the  splints, 
and  continued  ibem  until  a  Clue  was  established,  which  occupied  in  none 
more  than  a  month.  The  convulsions  were  confined  to  one  of  the  upper 
extremities,  with  slight  dragging  of  the  leg  of  the  same  side;  but  as  the 
aymplom*  left  the  arm,  the  power  over  the  leg  returned.  The  other  case 
occurred  in  a  youth  fifteen  years  of  age.  The  convulsions  were  more  severe, 
and  rendered  it  extremely  difficult  to  keep  the  splints  firm  with  an  ordinary 
bandage:  to  obviate  this  inconvenience,  I  used  the  apparatus  recommended 
by  VeTpeau  for  fractures,  with  the  addition  of  small  Bpliots  to  keep  the  limb 
eitended  and  ai  rest  duiiog  tbe  coosolidalioo  of  tbe  apparatus.  This  waa 
removed  in  a  week  to  allow  of  exercise ;  and  the  severity  of  the  coovulsioos 
being  subdued,  a  common  bandage  and  splints  were  again  used.  Though 
the  convulsions  affected  both  arm  and  leg,  and  splints  were  only  applied  to 
the  former,  tbe  boy  had  recovered  the  use  of  both  extremities  in  six  weeks. 
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The  late  Dr.  Hope. — We  regret  to  see,  by  the  last  number  of  the  British 
nod  Foieign  Medical  Review  (July,  1841),  that  the  able  author  of  the  work 
on  Diseases  of  the  Heart,  which  is  koowo  by  reputation  to  most,  if  not  all, 
of  our  readers,  died  on  tbe  15th  of  May  last,  at  liie  age  of  40,  of  pulmonary 
consumption. 

Dr.  JWNevin.—'Wt  announce  with  regret  the  death  of  Wm.  James 
M'Nevin,  M.  D.,  of  New  York,  late  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the  College 
of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  and  Professor  of  Materia  Medics  in  Rutgei's 
Medical  School.     He  died  on  the  13th  of  July,  at  the  advanced  age  of  79. 
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Art.  L— case  OF  CYNANCHE  LARYNGEA. 

BY  IMEPB  PUICOAST,  M.  D. 
Vrottmoi  at  ADibmf  In  Jslhnon  HediuICDUeieof  PtaiLadelpIiiii.  ' 

George  Paug— a  child  of  four  yeari,  healthy,  welt  formed,  and  active- 
had  beea  subject,  occasiooally,  for  two  years,  to  toDsillitis,  with  ealarge- 
roeot  of  glands  of  the  oeck,  aod  a  tendeocy  to  laryngeal  iaflammaiioii. 

Id  one  of  these  attacks,  I  attended  him  acme  months  ago.  I  was  again 
called  to  him  July  5,  1341.  He  had  been  three  days  sick,  with  sore  thioai, 
awoUeo  tonsils,  and  enlargeineDt  of  cervical  glands.  For  the  last  Iweoty- 
fotii  hours,  he  had  had  sirjdulous  brealhiog,  the  iDflaromatioD  liaving  ex- 
leaded  into  the  iarynz.  He  was  bled,  leeched  to  the  neck— puked  with 
a  combiuaiioD  of  calomel,  tartar  emetic,  and  ipecacnanha — blistered  at 
ibe  nape  of  the  neck,  and  over  the  top  of  the  aternumj  swabbed  in  the 
tbroai  with  a  tincture  of  honey  and  sulphate  of  copper,  and  touched  with 
lunar  caustic.  The  disease  yielded  in  the  fauces,  Ibe  swelling  of  the  ton- 
aiis  dimiaished,  but,  after  Uiiriy-six  hours  of  apparent  improvement,  re- 
appeared, without  any  known  caose,  with  increased  energy  in  the  larynx. 
The  breaihing  became  gradually,  in  spite  of  the  treatment,  rnare  noisy  aod 
oppressed,  with  heaving  of  ibe  sternum,  consestioii  of  veins  of  neck,  and 
tanusinn  of  face.  He  expired  on  the  llth  of  July,  suffocated  by  the  false 
membrane  in  the  cavity  of  the  larynx.  There  was  no  indication  of  diseaM 
of  the  brain.  The  child's  intellect  was  good  to  the  last.  Fiom  ausculta- 
tion, there  was  no  reason  to  suspect  inflammation  of  tbe  Innga.  The  child 
might  probably  have  been  saved  by  tracbeotomy,  which  1  orged  on  the 
parents,  but  to  which  they  did  not  conseiit  tilt  it  was  loo  tale  to  be  pf  any 
avail. 

Duaeclian  o/  Thortix  and  Neck,  July  12.— All  the  large  cervical  veina, 
and  all  tbe  cavities  of  tbe  heart,  filled  with  black  coaeuiated  blood.  Tbe 
thymus  and  thyroid  glands  were  larger  tt^o  usual  at  tliat  age.  The  deep- 
seated  cervical  and  bronchial  glands  were  unusually  large,  several  being  of  the 
size  of  an  almond  sheit.  Theje  were  no  pleuritic  adhesion,  no  water  in  the 
chest,  and  but  a  teaspoonfnl  or  two  in  the  pericardium.  The  Inngs  of  boili 
■ides  were  every  where  ciepilant,  hut  engorged  with  blood  and  serum,  ex- 
hibiting no  maDifesI  signs  of  pneumonia.  The  tonsils  but  little  enlarged. 
Some  luperficial  eicoriation  at  the  lower  part  of  pharynx,  caused,  probably, 
by  the  ase  o^Sistic.  The  epiglottis  red  and  injected ;  the  mucous  mem- 
brane, lurrganding  the  upper  opeaiog  of  the  glottis,  swollen  and  of  a  pur- 
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plish  red  hne,  fiom  the  iDteoBil^  of  the  inflammatioD.  The  whole  eavilr 
of  the  gloitig  was  blocked  up  with  a  aecretion  of  creamr  temcioas  iToiph. 
On  opening  Ibe  trachea,  the  false  membrane  wa*  seen  to  terminaiE  abrapllf 
■bout  half  an  inch  below  tbe  cricoid  cvtilage.  The  mucous  membrane  of 
the  iracbea  and  broQchia  was  Bligbtly  red,  and  injected  aa  in  catarrh,  aod 
much  frothy  mucus  was  aeen  at  tbe  bifurcation  of  the  itazhea.  Not  a  Sake 
of  false  membrane  was  found  lower  tbao  half  an  inch  below  the  larynx. 
The  sound  emitted  hj  the  child  in  breelbiug,  was  sharper  and  dryer ;  in 
Other  words,  more  laryngeal,  and  less  tracheal,  than  in  ordinary  croup. 


Abt.  II.— ENDBKMIC  use  of  sulphate  of  dUININE  IN 
INTERMITTENTS. 

[Extract*  fVom  letter*  of  Dr.  G.  Lsne  Corbio,  dated  Laoeiille,  Winaich  Co.,  Vs.,  to 
Dr.  John  RednMD  Coie,  on  tbe  nlilitj  of  tbe  eiterait  spplioitlaa  of  aulphRte  of  qui- 
nine in  Iha  care  of  JDlermiltcDti-] 

"I  have  lately  had  a  long  standing  and  tormenting  pa  tie  Dt  with  intermit- 
tent fever  of  two  years'  continuance,  during  which  period,  every  article 
bilherto  recommended  was  tried  witn  little  or  no  perceptible  advantage. 
Twenty-four  hours  before  tbe  expected  ague,  I  applied  Sve  blisters,  wbich 
were  kept  on  eight  hours.  Tbey  drew  very  well;  the  pieces  were  washed 
with  soap  aod  water,  and  tbe  dead  cuticle  removed  from  each  sore,  which 
were  then  coated  with  sulphate  of  quinine|  wbich  was  reapplied  as  long  as 
they  continued  to  discharge.  The  patient  bas  had  no  return  of  his  ague,  and 
has  enjoyed  very  good  health  ever  since. 

"A  few  days  ago  I  was  called  to  icbild  with  ague  and  fever,  as  its  parents 
■nfonned  me,  of  six  months'  standinE-  I  applied  a  single  blister  over  ibe 
abdomen,  wbich  raised  the  skin  sufficient  for  removal,  and  aflei  ablution,  as 
before,  the  quinine  plaster  was  applied  with  Ibe  happiest  result.  Now  both 
of  these  patients  had  taken  many  different  articles  previonsly  to  the  employ- 
meni  of  the  quinine  plasters,  and  possibly  ihji  previous  iieatmeBt  might  nave 
aided  in  the  ultimate  cure,'  ice.— May  89,  1641. 

July  iO.~"  Id  my  last,  I  mentioned  tbe  success  tbat  had  attended  rhe  oie 
of  sulphate  of  quinine  in  old  cases  of  intermittent  fever.  I  now  add  two 
more  lo  the  number. 

"E.  S.,  aged  Iwenty-eighl,  complains  ibat  for  eighteen  months  he  has 
been  a  roariyr  to  ague  and  fever.  At  do  one  lime  duriog  tbat  period  has  he 
been  free  from  it  three  weeks  at  a  time.  Appetite  good~-bad  complexion — 
great  weakness,  and  occasional  ibortness  In  breathing.  Ague  every  other 
day  at  11  o'clock — bowels  open,  discharges  thin,  and  not  very  bilious — 
tongue  clean,  and  of  a  bluish  hue.  Ordered  five  blisters  lo  tbe  sLomacb  and 
each  eiiremiiy,  to  be  applied  an  hour  before  tbe  expected  aiisck,  end  to  re- 
main on  eight  hours ;  the  skin  to  be  iben  removed,  and  the  following  plasters 
applied— of  sulphate  of  quinine  5  drams,  simple  cerate  4  oz.,  incorporated 
well  together,  aod  spread  of  the  thickness  of  a  blister.  The  application  to 
tbe  abraded  surface  was  contjqiied  until  the  places  became  well.  If  the 
patient  complains  yer/  much  of  the  iriitaiion,  the  plasters  lo  be  removed 
alter  the  first  twenty -four  hours,  the  parts  to  be  bafhed  with  milk  and  water, 
and  iheo  reapplied.  This  patient  has  had  no  return  of  the  ague,  and  only 
one  disagreeable  aymplom,  viz.  strangury,  which  was  relieved  by  nitre  aod 
demulcents. 

"A  gill  of  seventeen,  irre^lar  in  her  menstrual  periodt^ad  been  treated 
by  a  physician  with  aloeiic  pills,  and  vol.  tinct.  of  guiacum,^lMleight  montha, 
with  partial  relief  at  to  the  nieDSiraation,  hot  aone  a*  to  tlu  ague;  feM 
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Minewhat  swelled,  and  ilight  ■welling:  under  ibe  eyes;  her  bowels  irregalar, 
■ometjioeg  rery  conscipaied^  it  others,  Ioom  and  wilerv.  I  ordered  six 
grains  of  blue  mass  every  night;  and  two  houn  befoie  the  expected  ague, 
tp  apply  a  large  blister  orer  the  ctomach,  and  one  to  each  thigh,  for  twelre 
hour*,  Healing  the  soret  aa  above.    The  results  were  the  same.    The  blue 

Sill  was  coDtinoed  only  three  nigbts.  In  ibis  case,  the  tores  mattered  for 
re  weeks,  and  the  girl  eiperieocBd  great  pain  Trom  the  plaslera,  but  abe 
bad  no  return  of  the  ague  after  the  first  application  of  the  quinine.  I  attri- 
buted, the  ancommon  irritation  more  to  (be  peculiar  tempeiameat  of  the 
patient,  than  to  the  effects  of  the  quinine." 


.^ItT.  la.— Analytical  Account  of  Oie  Rttearchu  and  Jteclificatiant  in  the 
practice  of  Autcultation  and  Percuttion,  mode  by  Dr.  Joiepk  Skoda, 
Teacher  of  Clinical  Medicine  in  the  Botjntal  of  Vienna.  By  Witxuu 
Drysoale,  M.  D.  and  Joan  R.  Rossbl,  M.  D.' 

[Or  the  work  oTDr.  Skodi,  indDfthe  lulDreof  bis  reMarcbes,  a  ilioitakelch  will  be 
bund  in  the  second  department  or  this  Journil.  Our  limits  do  not  aitow  ni  Ihera  to 
introduce  so  fultj  ■■  the;  deurve,  the  resoBtchei  of  the  author,  and  the  reetiGcatioiis 
wbieb  Iheie  rnearche*  hara  led  hint  to  prapuM.  Bat  we  hs|e  grsat  pleasure  in  insert- 
ing hare  lbs  fullnttiag  aCCuBiit  by  two  leirnad  youug  frieudi,  who  haveapenta  Con- 
siderable tiniB  in  Vienna,  and  who  attended  the  lecture*,  and  enjoyed  tbe  benefit  of  the 

able,  that  it 

eonlsin  a  correct  and  r«iihrul  sccoont  of  his  tIsws,  which,  it  will  be  obsertsd,  a 

lest  remarkable  for  their  originsliiy,  tbao  for  tbe  number  sad  inporlaaca  of  Uwrectifi. 
oitions  which  the  author  introduces. — Enma  or  tm  Edin.  Joua.) 

I.  AuKuUation. 

Tbe  auscultatory  phenomena  of  the  lespiratoty  organs  may  be  divided 
into  those  of  tlie  voice,  the  sounds  of  respiration,  and  those  prodnoed  by  the 
rubbing  of  the  pleura. 

On  examinioK  the  cbest  of  healthy  persona,  it  will  be  found  that  tbe  sound 
of  ihe  voice  is  heard  to  a  certain  degiee,  amounting  to  strong  resonance  in 
some  parts  of  the  chest,  while  in  others  it  is  either  not  heard  al  all,  or  merely 
as  an  indisliDct  hamming  or  buzzing  sound.  The  strength  of  the  sound  thus 
heard  in  healthy  persons,  is  greatest  between  the- shoulder-blades  and  the 
spines,  weaker  under  the  clavicles,  and  still  weaker  in  the  aiilla,  and  over 
the  rest  of  the  cbest ;  but  it  varies  very  much  in  intensity  in  different  indi- 
viduals. In  disease  it  is  so  much  modified,  both  in  intensity  and  in  tbe 
-rts  of  the  chest  where  it  is  beard,  that  many  important  indicaiiona  may 

derived  from  the  varieties  which  it  assumes. 

Before  considering  the  different  kiiids  of  resonance  in  detail,  it  is  oecea- 
lary  to  give  an  eipfanation  of  the  mode  in  which  the  sound  of  the  voice  is 
transmitted  ihiougb  the  chest. 

As  the  voice  is  produced  in  tbe  larvnx,  it  roust  in  all  cases,  whether 


C 


weakly  or  strongly  oeard,  be  transmitted  thence ;  and  it  would  at  Gisi  sight 
appear  that  the  strong  resonance  is  produced  by  a  good,  and  the  weak  by  a 
bad  conducting  power  of  the  parts  lying  between  the  larynx  and  Ihe  parieies 
of  the  chest.  Accordingly,  it  was  long  almost  universally  held  by  sietho- 
acopical  observers,  ibat  tbe  increased  resonance  which  accompanies  a  hard 
compressed  state  of  the  parenchyma  of  the  lungs,  or  the  presence  of  fluid  in 
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the  pIcDiB,  depeods  on  ibe  increased  oondueliog  power  of  [he  iatemediBte 
•ubaliDce.  Several  pstbdogical  facia,  however,  tend  to  throw  doabt  on  ihe 
'  ess  of  this  eiplanBtion. 
lampla,  if  ibe  chut  be  examined  by  repeated  autcullalioo  at  succe*- 
iD  the  course  of  pueumonia,  when  there  is  hepatisaiion  of  the 
e  of  the  voice,  at  one  time  very  airone,  at  another  only  weak, 

II  ue  perceived,  while  the  other  BJgDi,  patticularlyr  percussion,  show  that 
no  change  hai  taken  place  in  the  degree  of  hepatisaiion.  The  cause  of  the 
occasional  disappearauce  of  (he  resonance  of  tlie  voice,  is  the  obstruction  by 
fluid  matter  of  the  bronchial  tubes  of  the  hepatised  porlioD  of  [be  luug;  for 
the  'resouance  reappears  readily  when  the  patient  makes  a  deep  inspiration, 
or  coughs.  This  disappearance  and  return  of  [be  resonance,  while  in  other 
essential  particulars  ibe  hepatisation  remains  the  same,  does  not  accord  with 
Ihe  commonly  assigned  cause  ;.  for,  according  to'  it,  it  would  be  a  matter  of 
iodiffeience  whether  the  bronchial  lubea  contained  air  or  not.  Id  pleuritic 
effusion  into  Ihe  cavity  of  the  chest,  the  intensil^r  of  the  resonance  of  the 
voice  diminishes  as  the  quantiiy  of  the  eiudaiion  increases;  while  the  con- 
trary should  happen,  if  the  inoreaMd  disiinutness  of  the  voice,  at  any  stage 
of  the  eSuaion,  depended  on  (he  superior  condactiog  power  of  the  interposed 
fluid.  These  contradictions  to  the  commonly  received  explanation,  demand 
more  minute  examination  of  the  grounds  on  which  it  baa  been  adopted. 

The  question  of  the  Buperioiity  in  conducting  power  of  dense  over  rare 
bodies,  has  been  too  much  legarded  as  an  abstract  law,  without  paving  suf- 
ficient Bttenlion  to  the  particular  circumstances  which  may  modify  or  pre- 
vent it*  operation.  It  is  quite  true  that  dense  bodies  conduct  the  sound  more 
readily  iban  rate  ones,  but  only  if  the  sound  be  confined  to  the  medium  in 
which  ii  is  formed,  for  it  passes  witli  difficulty  from  one  medium  (o  aDO[her. 
For  example,  the  slightest  scratching  at  the  ehd  of  a  long  pole  is  beard  dis- 
tinctly when  (he  other  end  is  placed  in  contact  with  the  ear,  while,  if  (his 
be  not  done,  (i.  e.  if  the  sound  be  transmitted  by  the  air,)  nothing  at  all  is 
beard.  The  striking  together  of  two  stones  nnder  water,  when  the  head  is 
immersed,  is  distinctly  heard,  while  no  sound  is  audible  when  ills  taken  out 
On  the  other  hand,  the  human  voice  which  is  formed  in  the  air,  is  beard 
furthest  in  that  medium.  When  the  head  ia  dipped  into  water,  sounds  pro- 
duced in  (he  air  are  heard  very  fdintly,  or  not  at  all ;  and  solid  subsiances, 
as  a  board  or  a  wall,  interrupt  sounds  more  or  less  completely.  The  laws 
of  physics  leach  us  fuiiber,  (bat  sound  is  more  or  less  reflected  in  i(j  trans- 
mission from  a  rare  medium  to  a  denser  one,  and  (hat  (he  new  medium  takes 
up  less  than  would  have  been  propagated  in  (be  same  space  had  i(  remained 
in  the  medium  by  which  it  had  been  (ill  then  transmitted;  and  the  less 
sound  is  taken  up  by  (he  new  medium,  the  greater  the  difference  of  consist- 
ence and  coherence  between  the  two  media.  The  reason  why  enclosed  pan- 
sages  and  tubes,  whose  walls  are  of  wlid  materials,  conduct  sounds  better 
(ban  the  open  air  is,  because  they  reflect  the  vibrations,  which  are  thus  con- 
fined (o  a  small  space,  and  prevented  from  being  dispersed  and  lost  ia  the 
surrounding  air.  If  the  waits  of  (he  tube  were  instrumental  in  conducting 
tbe  sound,  it  is  singular  that  a  hollow  tube  should  be  used  as  a  stethoscope, 
and  not  a  solid  cylinder  of  wood  or  metal.  The  voice,  therefore,  reaches 
the  parenchyma  of  (be  lun^s,  not  through  (he  solid  pqrts,  bnt  ihroagb  tbe 
air  in  the  trachea  oi  bronchia,  and  ought  to  be  carried  further  in  the  healthy 
lung,  in  which  the  air  penedates  into  the  air-cells,  than  in  the  hepatised 
lung,  where  tbe  air-«ells  and  smaller  bronchia  are  obliterated.  The  vibra- 
tions, likewise,  should  pass  more  easily  from  the  ear  into  (he  light  (issue  of 
the  healthy  lung,  than  to  the  uondensed  parenchyma  of  (he  hepatised  one, 
according  (o  tbe  law  explained  above. 

A  consideration  of  these  facts  would  he  almost  sufficient  in  themselves  (o 
prevent  us  from  acquiescing  in  the  ordiDary  opinion,  that  (he  reason  of  the 
voice  being  louder  when  the  lung  is  hepatised,  than  when  it  is  sound  and 
spongy,  depends  upon  its  being  betier  conducied  by  the  tissue  of  the  laog 
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when  deuM,  ihao  when  in  its  DWiral  condition.  MoKovcr,  Dt.  Skoda  lui 
>et  thia  mauer  at  rest  bjr  tb«  roUowing  simple  experimeal,  which  he  nsuallf 
performs  io  the  presence  of  his  class,  and  vrhich  any  one  majr  easily  repeat. 

If  the  ear  be  applied  to  a  stethoscope  placed  successively  on  eoirespood- 
iog  parts  of  a  souod  and  then  of  a  hepatiked  luog  removed  from  the  Dody, 
■he  voice  of  aaotber  pCTsoa  who  speaks  through  a  stethoscope  placed  upon 
the  luDg  at  an  «qua]  distance  in  both  cases,  will  be  beard  somewhat  more 
distinctly  in  the  sound  than  iit  the  bepaiised  liwig:  but  the  distinction  it  so 
insignificant,  that  were  the  reverse  the  eaae,  it  would  not  accoant  for  the 
very  marked  difference  in  such  a  coodiliun  of  the  lungs  in  the  living  subject. 

Dr.  Skoda  explains  the  different  degrees  of  atreqgtb  of  the  voice  in  the 
chest  by  the  law  of  consonance. 

The  Vsct  that  a  sound  can  be  heftrd,  observes  Dt.  Skoda,  as  distinctly  at 
a  distance  as  at  the  place  where  il  is  produced,  can  only  be  explained  either 
by  its  diffusion  being  prevented,  and  its  being  obliged  to  remain  concentrated 
daring  its  progress,  or  by  its  being  rejiroduced  in  lis  course  br  means  of 
consonance,  and  thus  increased.  Bot  if  a  sound  be  beard  louder  at  a  dis- 
tance than  at  the  place  where  it  was  originally  formed,  this  must  be  by 
means  of  consonance  alone. 

Consonance  is  a  term  adopted  by  Dt.  Skoda  to  eipresa  a  well  known 
pbeDomenon ;  and  it  may  be  nete  properly  explained. 

A  teirse  guitar  string  sounds  in  unison  with  a  note  produced  in  its  vicinitr. 
either  by  another  musical  instrument  or  by  the  voice.  A  toning  fork  hem 
in  the  air,  emits  a  much  weaker  sound  than  when  placed  upon  a  table  oi 
chest  The  table  or  chest  most  increase  the  intensity  of  the  sound,  by 
assuming  the  same  vibrations  as  the  tuning  fork,  or,  in  other  words,  by  con- 
sonaiLDff  with  it.  The  note  of  a  Jew's  harp  is  scarcely  perceptible  when  it 
IS  struck  in  the  air,  and  il  is  heard  much  more  disliDcily  when  played  in  the 
mouth.  Thus  the  air  tn  the  mouth  must  increase  the  sound  of  the  Jew's 
harp,  i.  e.  must  coosooale  with  il. 

It  sometimes  happens  that  the  Yoice  is  heard  more  strongly  at  the  thorax 
tbea  at  the  larynx,  which  in  itself  is  sufficient  to  show  that  its  streoglh  ia 
increased  by  means  of  consonance  within  the  cheat.  The  different  degrees 
of  ibe  intensity  of  the  voice  heard  at  the  thorax,  may  be  explained  by  the 
different  eiiengtS'of  the  consonance  wiibia  the  chest  To  aaceruin  these 
changes,  we  must  discover  what  it  is  within  the  chest  that  consonales  with 
the  voice,  and  by  what  circumstances  the  consonance  is  liable  to  be  altered. 

The  voice,  as  It  issues  from  the  moutfa,  is  composed  of  the  sound  formed 
at  the  larynx,  and  the  consonating  sounds  produced  io  the  pharynx,  mouth, 
and  nasal  cavities.  This  is  shown  bv  the  alteration  the  voice  undergoes  by 
the  shutting  and  opening  of  the  nostrils  and  mouth,  while  there  is  no  change 
made  in  the  larynx.  The  pitch  of  the  voice  is  evidently  flied  by  the  larynx 
alone,  and  the  opening  and  shutting  of  the  nostrils  and  mouth  has  no  influ- 
ence upon  it ;  the  articulation  of  the  voice,  however,  and  its  timbre,  depend 
upon  the  mouth  and  nostrils. 

As  ft  is  certain  that  the  sir  in  the  pharynx,  mouth,  and  nostrils,  conso- 
natea  with  the  sound  formed  in  the  larvox,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
air  in  the  trachea  and  bronchia  may  also  be  thrown  into  consonant  vibratiooa 
with  the  sounds  formed  at  the  larynx.  Hence  it  is  the  air  in  the  chest,  and 
not  the  parenchyma  of  the  lungs,  which  conaonates  with  the  voice  at  the 
larynx,  as  the  latter  seems  ill  adapted  for  consonating,  being  neither  stiff 
nor  EufGcieully  tense.  Those  subsUnces,  such  as  air,  tense  strings^  raem- 
braoea,  slips  of  wood,  and  thin  plates,  in  which  a  musical  sound  la  most 
readily  produced,  are  most  easily  thrown  iolo  consonant  vibrations. 

Air  can  coosdnate  only  when  conSned  within  a  circumscribed  space.  In 
(he  open  air,  the  human  voice  and  every  other  sound  is  beard  more  feebly 
than  in  a  room.  The  air  confined  within  the  box  of  a  guiur,  violin,  piano, 
^c.  consonales  with  the  note  atruck  on  the  strings,  while  the  sound  ia  not 
increksed  by  the  consonance  of  the  external  air.    The  strength  of  the  eon- 
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lonance  depends  upon  the  size  and  fonn  of  the  space  in  which  the  air  it 
eoDfiDed,  and  upon  ihe  propetiies  of  the  walls  which  bound  the  space.  It 
appears  ihat  the  consonating  sound  of  the  enclosFd  air  will  be  the  stronger, 
the  more  perfecllf  Ihe  walla  reflect  llie  suunds  which  spread  throogh  the  air. 
A  space  surrouoded  bjr  solid  walls  produces  the  greatest  coDsouaace,  while 
in  a  linen  tent  ihe  sound  is  hot  little  increased.  The  cause  of  ihe  strengih- 
ening  of  sounds  bv  the  spesliing- trumpet,  is  well  known. 

The  air  inclosed  in  a  defined  space  does  not  coosonate  with  every  sound ; 
and  should  it  consonale  with  several  different  notes  or  aennds,  it  does  not 
reproduce  them  all  with  the  same  degree  of  atrengih  and  clearnesa.  No 
hndv  can  sound  in  consonance  with  anotberj  unless  it  is  itself  capable  of 
prooucing  the  same  note,  or  one  whose  vibrations  form  an  aliquot  pari  of  the 
note.    (Baum^ertner's  Phyaik  4  Ausgage  Bd.  I-  p.  276.) 

The  deductions  drawn  from  the  physical  principles  just  referred  to,  may 
be  used  in  eiplaioing  the  consonance  of  ihc  voice  in  Ihe  chest.  The  air  ia 
the  trachea  and  bronchia  can  coosonate  with  the  voice  in  as  far  as  iheit 
walls  resemble  the  walls  of  the  .larynx,  moulh,  and  nasal  cavities,  in  their 
[lower  of  reflecting  sound.  In  the  trachea,  ibe  walls  of  which  consist  of  car- 
tilage, Ihe  voice  consonates  almost  as  strongly  as  it  sounds  in  the  laryni. 
In  Ihe  twobracches,  also,  into  which  the  Ira chea  divides,  ihe  consonance  mnst 
be  nearly  as  perfecl.  On  the  entrance  of  the  bronchia  into  the  parenchyma 
of  the  lung,  they  have  no  longer  cartilaginous  rings,  but  merely  thin  irregular 
plates  of  cartilage  interspersed  in  the  fibrous  tissue.  As  the  bronchia  ramify, 
these  plales  become  smsllet,  thinner,  and  less  numerous,  and  at  last  disap- 
pear altogether;  and  the  finest  twigs  of  the  bronchia  consist  merely  of  mem-  . 
oranoos  canals.  In  the  normal  stale  of  the  parenchyma  of  the  lung,  the  air 
in  the  bronchia  consonates  less  sltongly  wiiQ  the  voice  iban  lhat  in  the  tra- 
chea, in  proportion  to  the  amaller  number  of  cartilages  Ihey  contain.  The 
conditions  which  increase  the  consonance  of  (he  voice  in  the  sir  contained 
within  the  branches  of  the  bronchia  that  ramify  in  the  parenchyma  of  the 
long,  sreeiiher  that  the  walls  of  the  bronchia  have  become  cartilagiiions,  or, 
if  still  membranous,  Kery  thick,  or  that  the  surrounding  tissue  of  the  lungs 
has  become  devoid  of  air; — in  all  these  conditions  the  walls-reflect  Ibe  sound 
more  strongly  than  ihe  membranous  walls  of  (he  normal  bronchia;  and  there 
must  be  no  interruption  of  continuity  between  the  air  in  the  bronchia  and 
that  in  the  larynx.  If  the  air  in  a  confined  space  be  thrown  into  either  ori- 
ginal or  imported  autophonons  vibrations,  which  give  rise  to  sound,  the  sur- 
rounding walls  not  untrequeutly  partake  of  the  same  vibrations,  and  they  do 
this  the  more  readily  the  less  stiff  and  hard  they  are. 

The  organ  pipe  vibrates  when  the  air  contained  in  it  sounds.  The  sante 
is  Irue  of  the  speaking-trumpet.  The  larynx  vibrates  with  every  sound  ;»o- 
duced  in  it,  and  its  vibrations  are  nercepllble  through  several  inches  of  ani- 
mal aubstance.  The  walla  of  the  nranchiie,  which  ramify  within  the  paren- 
chyma of  the  lungs,  will,  if  the  air  within  them  consonale  with  the  voice, 
be  thrown  into  vibrations  as  readily  as  the  larynx,  and  these  vibrations  may 
spread  through  a  layer  of  fluid  or  muscle  several  inches  thick,  even  to  (he 
parietea  of  the  thorax,  and  ibe  sounds  produced  by  consonance  in  (be  hron- 
chie  will  be  perceptible  ai  the  walls  of  the  chest. 

In  order  to  illuslrale  the  above  explanation  of  the  difference  of  resonance 
of  the  voice  in  the  chest.  Dr.  Skoda  performed  a  considerable  number  of  ex- 
periments, a  few  of  which  are  the  following. 

As  after  death  Ihe  bronchia  are  almost  constantly  found  filled  with  fluid, 
ihe  lungi  themselves  are  rendered  unfit  for  Ibe  purpose  of  experimenting, 
we  must  therefore  choose  other  tisanes  whose  powers  of  reflecting  sound  re- 
semble severally  that  of  the  healthy  and  hepatised  lung. 

In  this  respect,  a  portion  of  the  small  intestine  represents  pretty  well  the 
more  membranous  parls  of  Ihe  brancJiia,  and  a  portion  of  the  bean  and  liver 
the  hepatised  lung.  If  a  person  speak  through  a  stethoacope  placed  on  one 
end  of  a  moderately  ioOated  small  inteatine,  consonant  vibiatiooa  of  tiia 
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▼Dice,  JD  ihe  air  within  the  iDtettiae,  mar  ^  heard  by  another  person  lisreo- 
ing  through  a  slelboscope  placed  od  the  other  end  of  the  inlestiae.  If  a 
layer  of  solid  or  fluid  eubsiaace  be  jnterpoaed  between  the  month  of  the 

stethoscope  and  (be  intestine,  as.  for  eiample,  a  piece  of  liver  or  of  intesiiae 
filled  with  water,  the  soand  is  beard  very  indistioclly,  and  not  at  all  if  the 
thicfanesa  of  ibe  interposed  substance  reaches  half  an  inch. 

Ifa  passage  be  bored  io  the  liver,  so  as  not  completely  to  pierce  it  tbrongh, 
and  this  be  spoken  into  by  means  of  a  stethoscope  accurately  fitted  into  Ibe 
entrance  of  it,  the  voice  may  be  heard  along  the  whole  length  of  the  pas- 
sage, and  for  a  considerable  distance  on  each  side,  through  a  slelboscope 
placed  over  il,  bo  strong,  that  it  by  far  exceeds  in  intensity  the  voice  pro- 
ceeding from  Ihe  mouth  of  the  speaker,  which  is  beard  by  the  free  air.  The 
voice  cao  still  be  heard  even  when  a  layer  of  liver,  lung,  cartilage,  or  bone, 
several  iochei  in  thickness,  be  ioletposed,  although  naturally  weaker  ana 
weaker,  as  the  thickness  of  the  interposed  substance  is  increased.  If  the 
liver  be  plunged  in  water,  it  is  still  beard  throuKh  a  eiraiuin  of  water  two 
inches  thick.  Similar  experiments  may  he  performed  with  the  heart,  and 
with  the  larynx  and  bionchi.  Ifa  piece  of  intesiiae,  prepared  as  in  the  first 
■iperifnent,  be  plunged  under  water,  observing  the  precaution  thai  no  water 
gets  into  the  stethoscope,  the  voice  is  heard  much  louder  ihan  if  the  eiperi- 
meot  be  made  out  of  the  water. 

These  expcrrments  show  tolerably  distinctly  what  relation  ihe  voice  in 
the  thorax  holds  to  the  difiereni  conditions  of  the  lungs.  If  the  voice  in  the 
ioieitioe,  when  not  immersed  in  water,  consonate  SO  feebly  ai  to  be  inaudible 
through  a  layer  of  lune,  liver,  or  fluid  half  an  inch  thick,  the  consonance  io 
the  nienbranons  broncnia  will  likewise  be  so  slight  as  not  to  be  heard  at 
the  walls  of  the  chest.  .  But,  on  the  other  hand,  as  the  voice  io  the  bean 
aod  trachea,  aod  io  the  passage  bored  in  the  liver,  consonaled  so  stronglv 
as  to  be  heard  through  an  interposed  substance  several  inches  thick,  so  will 
the  voice  in  the  bronchia  of  a  lung,  hepatised  or  infiltrated  with  tuberculous 
matter,  consonate  so  t>owerful1y  as  to  be  heard  louder  upon  auscultation  at 
the  thorax,  tbao  a^  it  issues  from  the  mouth. 

The  consDoatiog  voice  within  the  chest  differs  very  much  in  clearneis, 
loudness,  and  timbre  or  quality,  from  the  voice  proceeding  from  the  mouib, 

"■  e  of  thes     '""" 


n  itself  at  different  times;  but  ^  thj  cause  of  these  diBetences 
understood,  aod  as  they  do  not  afford  any  •      -     -■      ■ 
unnecessary  to  enter  more  mioutely  into  them  here. 


II.  Morbid  Statet  of  the  Respiratory  Organi  which  can  give  rite  to  an 
increattd  Betonance  of  Ike  Voict. 

1st.  All  morbid  procettet,  by  which  the  lunge  can  become  void  of  air, 
denee,  and  eolid,  through  injiltration  offoreifn  matlere.—Tbe  walls  of  a 
bronchial  tube  surrounded  with  parenchyma,  in  this  condition,  must  reflect 
the  sound  as  well  or  heller  iban  the  larynx.  The  strength  of  the  consonance 
will  be  (be  greater,  the  denser  the  parenchyma.  The  diseased  processes 
which  bring  about  this  change,  are,  hepatisalion,  infiltration  of  the  paren- 
chyma, with  tubercatouB  matter  and  hemorrhagic  infarction,  or  the  pulmo- 
nary apoplexy  of  Laennec.  In  all  these  morbid  stales,  before  the  increased 
resonance  of  the  voice  can  take  place,  all  the  air  must  be  completely  ex- 
pelled from  the  air-cells,  aod  the  condeosed  portion  of  lung  must  be  of  sufB- 
cient  size  to  contain,  at  least,  one  of  the  larger  bronchial  branches,  which 
must  contain  air,  and  be  in  communication  with  the  larynx.  The  more  ex- 
tensive the  hepatisalion  is,  the  more  distinctly  will  the  increased  resonanca 
be  heard  over  the  hepalised  part.  Accordingly,  il  is  heard  moat  frequently 
in  extensive  hepaiisaiioD,  infiltration  wiib  tubercular  matter,  and  the  indu- 
ralion  remaining  after  bepaiisatign.  Incipient  pneumonia,  lobular  bepaiisa- 
tion,  (ioBammation  confined  to  individual  luhules),  mdema  of  the  Innet, 
cause  either  no  resooaoce,  or  only  a  trifling  degree  of  it.    Solitary  tuboclw, 
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however  Dumeroua,  CBQEe  no  retonance,  so  long  m  the  intermediate  tissae 
contaias  air.  As  Laennec's  apoplexy  of  the  iungs  is  a  disease  only  of  nrt 
occuTrence,  it  it  seldom  observed  as  a  cause  of  increased  reaonaoce,  espe- 
cially as  il  is,  in  general,  confined  lo  a  smatl  extent  of  the  lang. 

2,  The  diseased  atatet  through  which  the  lung  becomes  devoid  of  air  in 
consequence  of  compression.— la  this  state,  the  lung  never  reaches  the  aame 
degree  of  solidity  as  in  paeumonia  or  taberculous  iofiliratioD,  and,  therefore, 
the  resonance  is  never  so  considerable  as  in  the  latter  afiectioDs.  To  admit 
of  resonance  being  prodticed  by  compression  of  the  lung,  the  compressed 
portion  must  contain  a  bronchial  lube,  sufficiently  strong,  ftom  the  number 
of  its  cartilages,  lo  prevent  the  obliteration  which  happens  to  the  meiely 
merobranoui  bronchite.  Of  all  the  numerous  causes  of  compression  of  the 
lung,  such  as  eSusions  in  the  pleura,  tumours  in  the  chest  or  abdomen, 
aneurism  and  effusion  in  the  pericardium,  cuivature  of  the  spine,  &c.  by  far 
the  most  frequent,  indeed  almost  exclusive,  one  of  increased  resonance  of 
the  voice,  is  the  presence  of  fluid  or  air  in  the  cavity, of  the  pleura. 

The  quantity  of  Quid  necessary  to  produce  resouHDce,  varies  very  much 
in  different  cases — in  some,  half  a  pound  beiug  sufficient,  'nhile  in  others 
several  pounds  are  required. 

Varieties  of  the  voice  heard  in  the  Thora3^.~-ln  the  healthy  state,  in  all 
parts  of  ibe  chest,  except  those  immediately  to  be  mentioned,  there  is  heard 
no  proper  resonance  of  the  voice,  but  mecely  an  indistinct  buzzing  soand; 
but  in  (be  space  between  the  scapula;,  iffe  voice  may  in  many  persons  be 
heard  with  diflereot  degress  of  distinctness,  and  sometimes  so  strong  that  a 
moderate  concussieo  ef  the  eat  may  be  felt  The  same  may  likewise  some- 
times be  perceived  in  the  Spaces  below  the  clavicles,  though  in  a  less  con- 
aidemble  degree.  This  resonance  of  the  voice  never  reaches  that  degree  of 
clearness  and  strength  which  may  present  itself  at  any  part  of  the  chest 
aflected  with  hepatisation  or  tuberculous  infiliratioD. 

The  varieties  in  the  morbid  state  are;—. 

1.  Strong  bronchophony,  i.  e.  that  resonance  of  tfae>  voice  attended  with 
simultaneous  concussion  of  the  ear,  or,  as  Laennec  describes  it,  which  peiie- 


3.  Weak  brouc  bop  bony,  the  voice  without,  or  with  imperceptible  cooens- 
sion  of  the  eau,  or  which  does  Bet  penetrate  completely  through  the  stetho- 

3.  The  indistinct  buzzing',  with  absencs  of  all  proper  resonance. 

4.  The  amphoric  and  metallic  echoes. 

The  Strong  Bronchophony.— The  voice  i»  heard  as  strong,  or  even 
stronger,  or  somewhat  weaker,  than  in  the  larynx.  Its  appearance  at  any 
part  of  the  chest  indicates  with  certainty  the  existence  under  the  spot  of  ■ 
solid,  condensed  portion  of  lung  of  considerable  extent,  which  may  either  be 
in  contact  rtiih  the  walls  of  the  cheat,  or  separated  from  Ibem  by  a  layer  of 
solid  or  fluid  exudation  in  the  pleura  of  moderate  thickness.  The  presence 
of  fluid  in  the  pleura  can  never  of  itself  give  rise  to  the  strong  bionchopbony. 

The  diseased  states,  whose  existence  may  be  suspected  from  the  presence 
of  strong  bronchophony,  are, — Pneumonia,  or  pleuro-pneomonia,  in  an  ad- 
vanced stage,  i.  e.  hepatisation,  without  any  or  with  a  moderate  amount  of 
pleuritic  exudation ;  tuberculous  infiltration  of  the  parenchyma ;  hemorrhagic 
mfarctus  of  considerable  extent;  thickening  of  the  walls  of  the  bToncliit, 
with  complete  disappearance  of  the  proper  substance  of  the  lung;  catnifica- 
tion  of  the  lung,  or  a  very  high  degree  of  otdema  of  the  lung,  along  wilh 

Sleurilic  efiusion,  by  which  the  air  has  been  completely  pressed  out  of  the 
issue  of  the  lung.  Of  these,  however,  the  hepatisation  and  tuberculous  ia- 
filtration  are  so  much  more  frequently  indicated,  that  the  others  may  in  prac- 
tice be  almost  left  out  of  view,  as  they  are  not  only  very  rare,  but  also  sel- 
dom reach  such  a  height  as  to  produce  strong  bronchophony. 

Laennec  thought  that  the  resonance  from  cavities  was  oi  a'pecnliar  kind, 
diflerenl  from  bronchophony.     He  named  it  pectoriloquy,  and  conceived  il 
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[o  be  palfao^noiDonic  of  ezcavaiion  id  the  Innfj^.  On  close  levBtniDation, 
bowever,  it  wilt  be  found,  that  of  ibe  characterislic  signs  of  pectoriloquy 

f;iveti  h<f  Laeanec,  oolf  one  refers  to  ihe  voice  itself,  viz.  that  in  peciori- 
[iquy  the  voice  penetratea  the  steiboscope  completelj^,  wbile  in  btoncho' 
phon;  it  merely  enters  it ;  and  all  the  others  are  only  collateral  circum- 
stancFs,  such  as  ihe  c  ire  Dm  scribed  or  diffused  exteot  of  the  soaiid,  its  timbre, 
the  general  symptoms,  &c.  Bui,  as  in  many  cotiditiotis  of  the  long' JDSt  de- 
scribed, the  voice  peoetTales  the -stethoscope  completely,  the  distinction  pro- 
posed b^  Laennec  falls  to  the  ground,  and' pectoriloquy  must  be  considered 
as  nothing  but  Birong  bronchophony,  and,  therefore,  cnnaot  be  received  as 
mlone  solScient  to  indicate  with  certaintv  :be  presence  of  a  cavity.  As  a 
cavity  in  a  bepatised  lung*  is  ver^  rare,  while  in  a  tuberculous  one  it  is  very 
frequent,  we  shall,  in  the  latter  disease,  when  strong  bronchophony  is  heara, 
aetdom  err  in  diagnosticating  a  cavern  at  the  place  where  il  is  strongest ; 
but  here  our  diagnosis  does  not  rest  on  ibe  character  of  the  voice  alone,  but 
is  aided  by  the  other  steihoscopic  signs,  and  the  general  symptoms  and 
course  of  the  disease. 

Weak  Bronchopkony. — To  constitute  weak  bronchophony,  the  voice  must 
be  clearly  and  distitictly  heard,  but  unaccompanied  by  liitle  or  do  concussion 
of  the  ear.  It  may  attend  any  of  those  diseases  above  enumerated  as  giving 
rise  to  strong  broDchophony,  and,  in  addition,  pleuritic  effusion  of  consider- 
able eilent  and  hydrotharai.  lis  presence  alone  is  insufficient  to  determine 
the  existence  of  Quid  in  the  pleura,  but  recourse  must  always  he  had  to  per- 
cussion, auscnltaiion  of  the  respiration,  position  of  the  neighbouring  orgaus 
in  making  the  diagnos'is. 

Egophony.—A  peculiar  modlGcaiion  of  the  resonance  of  the  voice  has 
attracted  the  attention  of  stethoscopists,  and  (here  has  been  much  discussion 
(on  which  our  limits  do  not  permit  us  to  enter)  to  determine  its  cause  and 
value  as  a  diagnoalic  sign.  It  was  conceived  by  Laennec  to  Indicate  the 
presence  of  a  thin  laypr  of  fluid  between  the  lung  and  the  walls  of  the  tho- 
rax ;  but  later  observations  have  established  the  faei,  that  it  has  been  heard 
in  cases  of  pneumonia  aad  tuberculous  iofiltration,  where  there  was  no  Quid 
at  all  in  the  pleura  ;  also  in  cases  where  there  was  a  very  large  collection  of 
flnid  in  the  pleura,  and  that  it  has  been  absent  in  cases  of  effusion  of  various 
amount;  and  finally,  in  some  cases  of  effusion  into  the  chest,  as  well  as  in 
pneumoaia,  without  any  fluid  being  contained  in  (he  pleura,  individual  words 
or  even  syllables  partake  of-  the  trembliog  or  egophonie  character,  while 
others  are  destitute  of  it.  Egophony  may  be,  iherefbre,  regarded  as  a  mere 
modification  of  broochophony,  which  has  no  essential  connection  with  the 
existence  of  fluid  in  the  chest,  and  has  otherwise  no  particular  importance. 

The  strong  as  well  as  the  weak  broochophony  passes  impercepiibly  into 
the  indistinct  murmur,  and  there  is  no  defined  boundary  between  these  two 
sounds.  It  is  easy,  indeed,  to  distinguish  between  the  extremes;  but  the 
tfanstlioa  sounds  it  is  extremely  dilficull  to  disiioguish.  No  conclusion 
should  be  drawn  from  the  resonance  of  the  voice,  unless  it  possesses  the  un- 
questionable character  of  brouchophoriy. 

3d.  IndiattTict  Buzzing  Sounrfa.— This  resonance  of  the  voice  affords  no 
definite  indication.  It  does  not  indicate  that  the  organs  are  in  a  slate  of 
health,  for,  as  many  conditions  are  required  to  produce  bronchophony,  the 
absence  At  any  one  may  preveot  its  appearance,  e.  g.  ihe  bronchial  tubes 
may  not  be  open,  hut  obstructed  with  mucus,  so  that  the  consonance  can- 
not take  place,  while,  at  the  same,  any  one  of  the  morbid  cooditioos  just 
mentioneo  may  be  present. 

■  lll.—Auicullation  of  the  Retpiration. 

The  passage  of  the  air  through  the  respiratory  tubes  causes  in  the  healthy 
state  certain  sounds  which  are  variously  modified  by  disease. 
The  lounds  produced  by  the  respiration  in  the  larynx,  trachea,  and  larget 
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broDchia,  are  of  a  ruahiog  character,  most  closely  imitated  bf.  ([as  lo  tbe 
proDUDciatJon  of  the  cohsodboI  cH,  German  or  Grepb  ;)[,)  impelling  the  air 
against  the  hard  palate.  During  gasping  it  is  produced  voluntarilf.  The 
pitch  may  differ  according  lo  the  width  oTlhe  opening  admitting  the  air,  am) 
IS  generally  higher  in  the  larynx  than  in  the  lungs;  but  the  character  jutt 
meniiuoed  remains  always  cuoslant.  ' 

The  respiratory  murmur  in  the  air-cells  and  smaller  bronchia,  resemblet 
very  nearly  the  ROund  produced  by  drawing  in  the  breath  with  the  lips 
nearly  closed,  or  pronouncing  the  consoRants  v  or  6  while  inspiring,  or,  as 
it  were,  sippio^  the  air.  It  is  only  beard  during  inspiration ;  and  during  ex- 
piration, there  IS  heard  in  (he  air-cells  and  smaller  bronchia  eiiber  no  sound 
at  all,  or  a  very  slight  blowing  noise  between  the  sound  of/ and  A,  pro- 
nounced in  expiration.  The  respiratory  murmur  in  the  air-cells  is  heard 
most  struD^ly  and  distinctly  in  children. 

VarietUi  of  Respiralory  Sount/*.— (Skoda.) — 1,  Vesicular  Respiration ; 
2^  Bronchial  Respiraciou  ;  3,  Indeterminate  Respiratory  Sounds;  4,  Ampho- 
ric and  Metallic  Respiration. 

The  name  vesicular  respiration  can  only  be  applied  to  that  respiratory 
murmur  which  resemhles  sipping  air,  as  above  described.  No  other  sound 
which  dues  not  display  this  character  distinctly  can  merit  the  appellation, 
even  although  occurrini;  in  healthy  individuals.  Such  a  sound  can  he  pro- 
duced in  no  other  way  than  by  the  penetration  of  the  air  into  ihe  air-cellt. 
The  sound  during  expiration  has  no  connection  with  vesicular  respiratioD, 
for  it  may  be  entirely  wanting,  or  may  be  strong  or  weak,  vrilhout  in  the 
least  InQuencitig  oui  judgment  as  to  the  presence  or  absence  of  the  vesicular 
murmur.  The  cause  of  the  vesicular  murmur  is  tbe  friciioo  of  the  air 
against  the  walls  of  the  air-cells  and  fine  bionchiel  lubes,  which,  by  their 
conirnctilily,  oppose  a  certain  degree  of  lesislancc  to  its  entrance.  From 
this  may  also  be  eiplaiaed  the  great  disproportion  between  the  strength  of 
the  respiratory  murmur  in  the  pulmonary  cells  during  inspiration  and  duiing 
expiratioQ,  for  in  the'  latter  the  air  encounters  do  resistance.  Tbe  case, 
however.  Is  difierent  in  the  larger  bronchia,  and  more  especially  in  tbe 
laryni  and  trachea,  for  the  air  has  no  resistance  to  overcome  in  its  passage 
through  these  during  inspiration  ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  rather  drawn  in  by 
the  rarefaction  of  that  wiihio  the  chest,  while  in  expiration  it  passes  from  a 
larger  space— tbe  air-cells  into  a  smaller  one,  the  bionchia,  trachea,  and 
larynx,  and  is  consequently  compressed;  therefore,  the  expiration  is  usuallf 
louder  in  those  parts  than  Ihe  inspiration.  Tbe  presence  of  the  vesicular 
respiration  in  any  part  of  the  lung,  is  incompatible  in  it  with  any  of  those 
diseased  states  which  prevent  the  penetration  of  the  air  into  the  air-celtl, 
viz.  compression  of  tbe  parenchyma  hy  exudation;  lumoura  in  the  cbest; 
enlargement  of  the  heart;  inGliralion  of  the  parenchyma,  with  plastic  (that 
i^  pneumonic}  or  tuberculous  matter,  or  with  blood,  serum,  &c.  Bui  it  cao 
coexist  quite  well  wiih  solitary  tubercles,  however  numerouaj  and  with  in- 
flammation confined  to  single  small  lobuli,  i.  e.  lobular  bepatisation,  and  14 
fiequeutly  found  alon^  with  these  morbid  changes. 

The  vesicular  respiration  may  be  increased  to  puerile  respiration,  which 
depends  upon  rapid  and  deep  inspiiBiion,  and  increased  lesisiance  of  tbe 
cells,  or  it  may  be  rough,  from  a  change  in  the  constitution  of  the  lining 
membrane  of  the  bronchia.  The  rough  vesicular  murmur  indicaKs  the 
least  degree  of  swelling,  and  is  always  combiaed  with  increased  loudness  of 
sound,  Tbe  vesiculai  respiration  passes  inseosibly  into  ibe  indeterminate 
respiration,  and  the  rough  into  tbe  rattles. 

The  vesicular  respiration  may  occur  without  any  sound  in  eipiration,  or 
such  a  sound  may  be  present  in  various  decrees  of  intensity.  Somelimet 
tbe  expiration  is  much  louder  than  the  inspiration.  When  a  sound  is  pre- 
sent in  expiraliou.  it  always  indicates  that  there  is  present  in  the  bronchia 
some  obstacle  to  the  discharge  of  the  air,  and  this  generally  contistq  ill  a 
•welling  of  their  lining  membrane. 
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Bronchial  Jtetpiratum. — To  admit  of  a  BOtiod  beinE  recogoised  aa  broD- 
chial  TeapiralioD,  it  must  have  the  same  character  as  laryoseal  or  tracheal 
respiralioD,  aod  caa  only  dlfler  from  Iheaa  id  iis  pitch.  It  is  imitated  by 
btowiog  ibrougb  a  tube,  or  with  the  loDgue  and  mouih,  as  id  the  position 
necessary  for  proDouDciog  the  coDsonaDl  ch  io  iaspiraliOD  or  eipiratioa,  as 
b«forc  explaitied. 

The  broDchial  respiratioo  indicates  precisely  the  same  states  as  the  weak 
broncbophooy,  and  these  Deed  not  be  again  enumerated.  But  it  neier 
occurs  io  the  normal  cooditioo  of  Ibe  respiratory  organs,  and,  ibeiefore,  it 
always  indicates  a  morbid  slate,  even  when  occurring  in  the  space  between 
ihe  snoalder-blades,  eicepi  in  t^e  neigh  boa  rhood  of  the  lirst  dorsal  vertebra, 
where  it  it  heard  in  rare  cases  in  healthy  subjects,  io  dyspncea,  or  deep  in- 
■piraiion. 

The  production  of  the  bronchial  respiralioa,  like  bronchophony,  has  been 
attributed  by  Laennec,  Andral,  and  others,  to  the  increased  eonducring 
power  of  the  condensed  lung,  (which  renders  the  rushing  noise  of  the  air 
streaming  in  and  out  of  the  bronchite  more  audible.)  But,  io  addition  to  the 
foregoing  argumeala,  opposed  to  belter  conduciion  of  the  voice,  depending 
on  the  condensed  state  of  the  lung,  the  following  is  conclusive  against  this 
opinion.  As  the  bronchia  are  merely  passages  for  conducting  ibe  air  into 
and  out  of  the  air-cells,  the  more  Ibe  latter  are  capable  of  being  expanded 
and  contracted,  the  greater  will  be  the  streaming  of  the  air  through  tbe  air, 
bronchia,  and  vice  verta.  But  in  the  healthy  state,  where  the  streaming  of 
■be  air  is  greatest,  there  i&  no  bronchial  respiration  al  all ;  while,  in  a  com- 
pletely hepaiised  lun^,  where  there  can  be  no  expansion  or  contraction  of 
the  tissue  worth  mentioning,  aod,  consequently,  no  streaming  of  air  through 
the  vesicles,  the  vesicular  respiration  is  loudest.  The  true  explaoaiion  ia 
uodoobtedly  that  of  Dr.  Skoda,  viz.  that  it  is  from  the  air  io  the  bronchia 
ribrating  in  consonance  with  the  respiratory  sound  of  the  latrnx,  trachea, 
and  bronchi,  tbe  condition  necessary  for  consonauce  being  afiurded  by  the 
condensed  lung,  as  already  explained  under  the  head  of  brunchophony. 

The  bronchial  respiration  can  be  iii  pitch  higher  or  lower,  aod  in  intensity 
weaker  or  strooAer,  than  the  larytigeal  respiration;  difietences  which  depend 
upon  the  part  orihe  windpipe  with  which  the  air  in  tbe  bronchia:  consonates, 
for  it  does  not  always  consonate  with  the  laryoi.  These  difiereneea  depend 
on  other  circumstances  likewise,  which  it  is  unnecessary  to  detail  here. 

The  cavernous  respiration  of  Laennec  differs  io  no  essential  particular 
from  bronchial  respiration,  and  cannot  he  taken  as  a  diagnostic  sign  of  a 
cavity,  unless  accompanied  by  the  amphoric  or  metallic  echo. 

The  respiratory  loond,  named  by  Laennec  mspiralion  §ouffiante,  and  de- 
acribed  by  him  as  giving  rise  to  the  sensation,  when  listened  to,  as  if  eir 
was  drawn  from  the  ear  of  tbe  ausciillalor,  durins  inspiration,  and  blown 
into  it  during  the  expiration  of  the  patient,  is  merely  a  strung  form  of  broo- 
chial  respiration  ;  and  its  strength  depends  nut  only  upon  tbe  greater  or  less 
distance  of  the  bronchus  or  cavity  io  which  it  is  Ibrroed,  but  also  upon  the 
rapidity  and  amount  of  mociou  in  the  lungs,  and  Ihe  more  or  less  perfect 
consonance  of  the  parts. 

Indettrminaie  Retpiralory  Sound». — Under  this  term  are  comprehended 
all  those  respiratory  sounds  which  cannot  be  referred  to  any  of  the  preceding 
forma  of  respiration,  or  to  the  rattles  or  friction  of  the  pleura,  to  be  after- 
wards described.  Tbe  respiralory  murmur  in  the  air-cells  is  sometimes  so 
ill-marked,  as  to  be  indistinguishable  from  the  respiratory  sounds  which 
spread  from  the  deeper  bronchia:  or  larynx,  and  a  weak  rattle  at  a  distance 
may  resemble  an  indistinct  respiratory  murmur  in  the  air-cells.  As  such  a 
respiratory  murmur  may  arise  from  many  causey  it  is  impossible  to  say 
what  is  the  cause  in  auy  given  case—whether  it  be  the  entrance  of  the  air 
into  the  air-cells;  the  stream  of  air  into  the  larger  bronchia,  or  a  distinct 
rattle,  or  two  or  more  of  these  combined.  Neither  tbe  sound  derived  from 
tha  Urgar  bronchia,  when  it  is  not  bronchial  respiratloa,  nor  the  indittiact 
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lespiratory  munDurs,  afford  grouDdB-for  formiDg  any  cODclntioa  u  to  (he 
coaditioD  of  ihe  paieocbyraa  of  ihe  lungs.  Suoh  being  ibe  case,  any  sob- 
dirisioD  of  (hem  is  superfluous,  Bod  ihey  may  be  all  iocloded  under  the 
name  of  iodeterininate  respiratory  sounds.  AlLhougb  a  very  skilful  ear  may 
be  able  to  deteci  the  traniiiioD  of  the  distinct  iorms  of  respiraiion  into  the 
iDdelertninate,  yet,  whenever  a  Bouad  is  at  all  doubtful,  it  is  much  better  la 
class  ii  among  the  iDdeterrainate,  and  to  call  in  the  asaislance  of  the  oibei 
si^Ds  and  indications  in  forming  a  diagnosis. 

The  Rattles. — The  rattles  are  sounds  prodaced  in  respiration  by  the 
breaking  of  the  air  ibrough  fluids,  such  as  mucus,  blood,  Slc.  and  sometime* 
by  its  passing  over  solid  substances,  ;uch  as  a  fold  of  mucous  membraiie, 
which,  in  consequence,  may  be  thrown  into  vibration.  Most  of  ibest  re- 
semble the  bursting  of  bubbles;  others  are  like  tbe  creaking  of  leather,  cre- 
pitation of  salt,  &c.  ■ 

They  difl'er  very  much  in  the  loudness  and  clearness  with  which  they  are 
heard;  also  in  dryness  and  nioislness,  in  frequency,  size  of  tbe  bubbles,  dtc.; 
but  to  describe  all  these  CLrcumsiances,  would  lead  into  too  minute  detada 
for  the  present  objecL 

DiuigionoftU  Rattlu.—I,  The  vesicular  rattle ;  2,  tbe  consonant  rattle; 
3,  ibe  crackling,  or  dry  crepitating  raiile,  with  large  bubbles  (rftle  crtpitant 
■ec  ft  grosses  bullea  ou  craquement  of  Laennec);  4,  indeterminate  rattles; 
5,  rattles  with  amphoric  echo. 

Tbe  vesicular  laiile  is  that  produced  fn  the  air-cells  and  small  bronchial 
tubes.  Its  peculiar  character  is  that  the  bubbtea  are  very  small,  and  of  eqoal 
size.  It  indicates  the  presence  of  ffuid,  such  as  roncus,  blood,  or  seron,  in 
tbe  finest  bronchial  tubes  and  air-celU;  and  also  that  tbe  latter  are  pene- 
trated by  Ihe  air.  Its  presence,  iherefsre,  shows  that  none  of  the  morbid 
conditions  which  prevent  the  entrance  of  tbe  air  into  Ihe  air-cells  can  exist. 

This  sound  corresponds  to  tbe  moist  crepitation  of  Laennec,  which  he 
considered  as  pathognomonic  of  incipient  pneumonia.  Its  occurrence,  bow^ 
ever,  in  its  pure  form,  is  rare  in  pneUmonfa;  and  it  is  likewise  beard  in 
otbe^  morbid  afiections,  such  as  cedema  of  the  lungs,  tuberculosis,  and  even 
commoo  catarrh.  With  the  view  of  obviating  this  difficulty,  Laenneo 
divided  it  into  crepitating  and  subcrepitating;  but,  as  oumeiQus  facts, 
attested  by  Aodral,  Chomel,  Cruveilhier,  and  Skoda,  prove  that  this  is  not 
a  sufficient  distinction,  Ihe  presenae  of  the  crepitating  rattle  can  only  be 
held  to  prove  the  existence  from  eome  cause  or  other  of  fluid  in  the  air-celli, 
and  their  permeability  by  air;  and  we  can  only  conclude  that  pDeumonia 
is  present,  if  we  discover  its  other  indications. 

The  consonant  rattle  is  clear,  high  in  pilch,  and  ihe  bubbles  which  form 
it  are  unequal  in  size.  Such  a  rattle  is  produced  in  the  larger  branches  of 
the  bronchia,  and  in  tbe  trachea;  but  when  heard  at  theparietes  of  Ihe  cbesi, 
after  having  been  transmitted  through  tbe  lunga  by  conduction,  it  loses  ridca 
of  its  height  and  clearness.  If,  however,  tbe  conditions  for  consonance  are 
present,  it  is  heard  of -an  intensity  and  clearaeSj  equal  to  that  at  the  ptaec 
of  its  origin- 

The  coDsonsnt  rattle  is  therefore  diagnostic  of  the  same  state  as  broncho- 
phony and  bronchial  respiration  ;  but,  as  rattles  seldom  occur  in  exudation, 
It  indicates  in  general  pneumonia  or  tuberculous  infiltration. 

Laennec' a  dry  Crrpitaling  Halite.— This  sound, 'according  to  Laennec, 
resembles  that  made  by  the'  blowin?  up  of  a  dry  pig's  bladder.  It  is  held  to 
be  a  pathognomoaic  sign  of  vesicular  and  inteiiobular  emphysema;  but  it 
occurs  only  in  those  cases  in  which  the  tells  are  expanded  lo  the  size  of  a 
barleycorn  or  bean,  and  communicate  with  a  bronchial  lube.  It  occurs  also 
when  the  bronchial  tube  is  expanded  into  a  sac,  and  in  excavations  of  the 
lung,  which  dt)  not  conimmuninate  with  the  bronchia  by  too  wide  an  open- 
ing, and  have  membranous  walls.  The  cause  of  tbe  appearance  seems  10 
be  that  the  air-cells,  from  having  lost  their  resilience,  insiead  of  contracttog 
daring  expirvtion,  merely  collapse  when  the  air  leaves  then ;  and,  on  the 
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TCtDin  of  ihe  air  cm  inspiiiiion,  are  suddenly  expanded  witb  a  crackliog 
noJM. 

It  is  doabtrul,  however,  whether  it  be  possible  to  distinguish  this  sound 
from  (bat  made  by  the  presence  of  tough  mucus  in  the  air-cells  and  finer 
brODcbial  tubes. 

IndeUrminatt  RattUs.—'U nier  this  bead  are  included  all  those  tattles 
GommoDly  called  muiotis  rattles,  which  are  not  vesicular  or  coasouant,  and 
are  not  accompanied  by  the  amphoric  echo.  They  aCTord  no  iDformaiion  as 
to  the  state  of  the  patencbyroa  of  the  lungs,  and  therefore  indicate  merely 
the  presence  of  fluid  in  the  bronchial  tubes. 

Amphoric  Echo  and  Metallic  Tinkling. — In  speaking  into  an  empty 
earthenware  vessel,  with  a  dilated  body,  there  ia  heard,  besides  the  voice,  a 
peculiar  hiimming  sound;  this  represents  the  amphoric  echo  of  Laenoec. 
There  is  likewise  heard  in  the  vessel,  but  better  in  large  spaces  inclused 
with  solid  walls,  such  as  chambers,  and  especially  vaults,  frequently  a  me- 
tallic echo  accompanying  the  voice,  if  somewhat  loud.  This  is  the  metallic 
echo  or  tinkling. 

In  a  tube  that  is  not  very  wide,  the  amphoric  echo  is  never  produced. 

lo  cases  where  there  is  a  large  cavity  in  the  chest,  whose  walls  are  dis- 
posed to  reflect  sound,  and  which  contains  air,  a  similar  sound  occurs.  As 
the  coodiliOns  for  its  occurrence  are,  that  the  cavity  be  large  and  contain 
air,  it  has  only  been  met  witb  in  eases  of  eiteostve  excavHtioos  of  ibe 
parenchyma  of  the  lung,  sod  in  pDeumothorai.  Laennec  believed  that  a 
cavity  must  cboiain  air  aod  fluid  to  enable  it  to  exhibit  these  appearances, 
and  his  opinion  has  been  universally  adopted.  But  the  presence  of  fluid  is 
(luite  superfluous,  as  both  ajar  and  a  chamber  produce  the  sound  without 
their  containing  any ;  and  if  an  inQated  stomach,  in  which  there  is  no  Quid, 
be  sjioken  against  by  means  of  a  stethoscope,  the  amphoric  echo  and  me- 
lallie  tinkling  are  heard  within  it. 

Laennec  believed  further  ihat  the  cavern  in  the  lung,  or  the  cavity  in  the 
pleura,  must  communicate  with  a  bronchial  tube,  to  enable  the  sounds  to 
occur.  But  only  in  the  rarest  cases  of  pneumothorax  does  a  communicaiioa 
with  the  bronchia  remain,  while  the  amphoric  and  metallic  sounds  are  an 
almost  constant  attendant  of  this  morbid  state.  In  ibe  experiment  with  the 
■tomach,  (here  was  no  communication  with  the  external  air,  and  this  leads 
OS  to  the  true  explanation,  which  seems  to  be,  that  the  air  contained  in  one 
of  the  bronchial  tubes  consonatei  with  the  voice,  and  produces  vibiaiiona 
within  the  cavity  of  the  pleura,  or  cavern  in  the  lung,  from  which  it  must 
not  be  separated  by  more  than  a  tbin'  layer  of  parenchyma. 

The  mechanism  of  these  sounds  will  be  easily  understood,  if  we  keep  in 
mind  that  they  are  merely  the  peculiar  character  give  a  to  the  sounds  of  the 
roice  and  respiiation,  already  described,  by  their  being  re-echoed  id  a  space 
of  considerable  size  filled  with  air. 

The  amphoric  respiration,  or  bourdonnemetU  amphoriq^ue,  arises  either 
from  the  respiratory  sound  in  a  large  bronchial  tube  which  opens  into  a 
cavity,  or  Ihe  re-echoing^  in  the  pleura  filled  with  air,  of  the  bronchial  or 
consonating  respiration  in  a  neigbboaring  lube. 

The  metallic  tinkling,  tintement  metatlique,  may  arise  from  broncho- 
phony, from  rattles,  or  ^om  the  agitation  of  fluid  produced  by  coughing,  or 
violent  motion,  re-echoing  in  a  cavern,  or  Id  the  pleura  when  nlled  with  air. 
Of  these,  by  much  the  most  frequent  cause  are  the  rattles. 
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Dwigliion^a  Human  Pkytiology} 

We  can  obviously  nrkbter  form,  oor  eipress  wiib  proprieiy,  aoy  opioion 
of  ihiK  work;  bat  we  may  be  permitted  to  exlracl  the  noiica  prefixed  to  this 
fourth  edition. 

"  The  great  adrances  daily  iDakiDg  in  the  knowledge  of  the  variout  sub- 
jects that  BpperUiD  to  physiology,  render  the  preparation  of  a  uew  edition 
of  any  work,  which  has  received  the  general  favour  of  the  profession,  a  uak 
by  no  raeaus  easy.  In  the  short  period  thai  has  elapsed  since  (he  appear- 
ance of  the  ihiid  edition,  the  investigations  of  the  physiologist  have  been  so 
numerous  and  diveriified,  as  to  render  it  necessary  to  make  many  modiGca- 
tioos  and  additions.  The  extent  of  these  cannot  be  appreciated  by  a  cur- 
sory examination.  They  have  imposed  upon  the  author  the  necessity  for 
considerable  labour.  The  mere  reference,  indeed,  to  the  vaiioua  contribu- 
tions— scattered  through  the  journals  of  different  countries  and  languages, 
as  well  as  contained  in  ex  profetio  treatises — requires  no  little  time  and  in- 
dustry. The  author  baa  found  it  requiake  to  make  the  roost  numerous  modi- 
fications and'additions  in  the  second  volume. 

"The  subject  of  hisiogeoy  or  the  derelopment  of  the  tissues,  althongfa 
much  cultivated  by  recent  phyeiologists,  belongs  perhaps  moie  properly  to 
general  'auatomy,  and  on  this  accouui  has  not  been  treated  of  in  txtetao  in 
the  present  work.  It  was  impossible,  however,  to  pasa  over  the  recent 
labours  of  Valeoiin,  Bischofi^  Wagner,  Martin  Barry,  T.  W.  Jones,  and 
others,  without  notice. 

"The  first  pan  of  the  '£lemeals  of  Physiology' of  Dr.  Rudolph  Wagner, 
translated  by  Dr.  Robert  Willis,  with  notes  by  that  genileniaD  and  others, 
has  furnished  the  author  much  valuable  matter.  He  has  likewise  added 
several  engravings,  to  elucidate  either  topics  already  touched  upoo  io  the 
work,  or  such  as  are  new  in  the  present  edition,  and  has  endeavoured  to 
place  it  in  all  respects  od  a  level  with  the  existing  state  of  the  science. 


"Philadelphia,  At^tut,  1841." 


Smith's  American  Medical  Almanac.* 


It  affords  us  pleasnre  to  extract  the  following  testimonial,  in  favour  of  this 
useful  medical  annual,  from  the  British  and  Foreign  Medical  Review  for 
July,  1841  :— 

"  This  is  a  valuable  little  work,  which  we  really  euvy  America  the  pos- 
session of;  as  sinoe  Mr.  Parr  discontinued  his  admirable.almanac,  we  hare 
nothing  of  the  kind  in  England.    Besides  the  usual  contents  of  an  almanac, 

)  ITa^tiin 
ftisor  of  th  . 

Coltcee,  Philtdolphit ;  one  of  the  SeeretBriea  to  the  American  Philoaopfaical  Societr. 
&e.    8>i>.  S  vuli.  pp.  579  and  651.    Pbihd.  IMl. 

■Tha  Amariain  Medical  Almuiao  for  IMl.  Bj  J.  V.  a  Smith,  H.  D.  VoL  i. 
Centlnaod  aonoally.    ISmo.  pp.  148.    Boaton,  1841. 


ITamin  Physiology :  illuMrated  by  eniriviD^    B^  Roblej  Dungliioa,  M.  D.,  Pro- 
ir  of  ths  Inililuleiur  Medicine  ind  Medical  Jonxprudence  in  JeffBrna  Medical 
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it  poiseues  all  the  requisitea  of  a  daily  meiDoraDdum  book,  and  coDlaina 
maay  valuable  ataiiEtica)  and  medical  documenis." 

Dr.  Smith  ia  prepanng  (be  almanac  for  1843,  and  we  iniat  ihat  an  eitcD- 
tira  circulation  may  repay  bim  foi  ihe  iroable  he  taket  to  faciliuia  the 
laboura  of  hia  profeisional  brethren. 

Ruichenbergtr't  Firit  Book  of  Natural  Hittory.' 
It  ia  DOW  QDireraally  admitted,  Ihat  a  knowledge  of  (he  animal  mecbaniam 
ought  to  form  a  part  of  common  achool  edncadon.  Already  the  aubject  baa 
been  introduced  with  great  advantage  into  cer(ain  of  our  schools,  and  it  iabut 
oecedsary  ihat  works  like  tbe  "  First  Book  of  Naintal  History,"  ahonld  be  ex- 
tedsively  disaeminated,  to  hare  it  introduced  into  all. 

Tbe  First  Book  of  Natural  Hi3(ory  has  been  prepared  for  the  use  of 
BChoola  and  colleges,  by  Dr.  Rtischenberger,  from  ibe  text  of  Milne 
Edwards  and  Achille  Comte,  Professors  of  IValuial  History  in  the  colleges 
of  Henry  IV.  and  Charlemagne.  Emanating  from  such  competent  indivi- 
daals,  the  work  could  not  fail  to  be  admirably  adapted  for  the  object  in 
view,  and  as  such,  we  recommend  it  for  general  adoption. 

Dix  on  SIrabiamut.* 
Tbe  ■urge9n  will  find  here,  addressed  to  bis  professional  bielhren— tbe 
only  legUiroaie  method  of  publication— a  detail  of  nnmerous  cases  operated 
on  taccessfnlly  by  Dr.  Dix,  with  a  abort  accoun(  of  the  new  inethod,  which 
ha*  excited  so  much  interest  both  in  the  profession  and  Ihe  public,  and 
which  baa  been  laid  hold  of  by  the  merceoary,  and  those  who  have  but  little 
feeling  in  common  with  their  professional  brethren,  aa  a  meant  for  acquiring 
anenviable  notoriety.  It  is  iitaiige  that  so  simple  an  operation  should  not 
bare  auggested  itself  to  (be  surgeon  before  thti  middle  of  (he  nineteenth 
century  I 

Medical  3laU$tic*  of  the  U.  8.  Army* 
Thia  is  a  moat  valoable  contribution  to  medical  statistics,  for  which  we 
are  indebted  to  the  enlarged  iotejligeoce  and  public  spirit  of  the  officer  who 
presides  so  ably  over  the  medical  department  of  the  army.  It  is  (he  com- 
mencement of  an  undertaking  which  ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  flag ;  atid 
which  must  be  the  source  of  impot(aD(  information,  not  only  to  the  aeivice, 
but  to  the  profession  generally. 

'  flm  Book  of  Nilnral  Hiitory :  prepared  for  Ihs  Dae  of  Sehooli.  By  W.  S.  W. 
Baaehenbergcr,  M.  D.,  Surgeon  in  Itao  U.  S.  NtTj,  Slu.  &.c.  13nio.  pp.  101.  With 
pUtei.    Philad.  1841. 

*Trea(i-eon8trabiima(orSquiDlinf,  indthenev  Mode  of  Traatmenl.  Illoolrated 
by  engraviop  ind  cans.  By  John  H.  Dii,  H.  D..  Member  of  the  MiBMchuaetli  Medi- 
cal Society.     13mo.  pp.  105.     Buaton,  1841. 

*StBtwlic«I  Report  on  (he  Sickneta  and  Mortality  in  tha  Army  of  the  United  SiKea. 
Compiled  fram  thO'Recoidi  of  the  Sargeon.Generil'e  and  A^uKnt-Generil's  officet — 
embricing  a  period  of  twenty  yean,  from  January,  1819,  lo  Janairy,  1839.  Prepared 
noder  the  direetioa  of  Tbamia  Lawaon,  M.  D.,  Hurgean.Geiienl.  Publithed  for  tb« 
nie  of  tba  madioal  offloers  of  lb*  nsTv  of  the  Uailed  Stalet.  8to.  pp.  976.  Washlng- 
bn,  1840. 


40  Americatt  Medical  Intelligencer. 

AmoU't  Elementt  of  Phyrica.' 
This  valuable  work  has  be«a  so  long  berore  ihe  public,  and  eo  juill|r  ap- 
preciated by  then),  thai  il  may  appear  a  work  of  superanigatioD  lo  ipeak  of 
iu  sterliog  worth.  It  ought  to  be  read  by  every  medical  student.  The  pre- 
teat  edition  has  been  carefully  reTiaed  and  corrected,  and  baa  been  condeased 
into  one  volume.  It  contains  all  that  has  been  prepared  or  published  by  the 
author. 

Parker  on  the  Stomach,  and  on  Syphilitic  Di$ea»e»} 
The  esiitnaie  which  we  place  on  these  works,  has  been  sufficiently  shown 
by  our  having  reprinted  them  in  the  "Library."     Both  of  them  are  Well 
worthy  of  the  atteation  of  the  practitioner. 


MISCELLANEOUS  NOTICES. 


Inflation  of  the  Bowels  -with  Air  at  a  Cure  for  Heus.—lit  ibe  number  of 
the  New  York  Medical  Gazette  for  August  11, 1S41,  the  editor  has  collected 
several  cases  of  obsiiuction  of  the  bowels,  for  which  inflation  of  air  was  sac- 
eessfully  prHctfsed.  It  is,  as  properly  remarked  in  the  article  cited,  ao  old 
remedy  ;  yet  we  doubt  much  whether  it  was  kuowtt  to  the  facetious  author 
of  Gulliver's  Travels ;  who,  in  satirising  the  wild  schemes  of  various  pro- 
jectors, introduces  the  identical  operation  as  a  discovery  of  one  of  the  sage 
doctors  of  the  academy  of  La  gad  o, 

"I  was  complaining,"  says  Gulliver,  "of  a  small  fit  of  the  colic,  upon 
which  my  conductor  led  me  into  a  room  where  a  great  physician  resided, 
who  was  famous  for  curing  that  disease  by  contrary  operations  from  the 
seme  instrument.  He  had  a  large  pair  of  bellows,  with  a  long  slender 
muzzle  of  ivory ;  this  he  conveyed  eight  inches  up  the  anus,  and  drawing  ia 
the  winif,  he  affirmed  he  could  make  the  guts  as  lank  as  a  dried  bladder. 
But  when  the  disease  was  more  subborn  and  violent,  he  let  in  the  muzzle 
when  the  bellows  were  full  of  wind,  which  he  discharged  into  the  body  of 
the  patient;  then  withdrew  the  instrument  to  replenish  it,  clapping  hit 
thumb  strongly  against  the  orifice  of  the  fundament ;  and  this  being  repeated 
three  or  four  times,  the  adventitious  wind  would  rush  out,  bringing  the 
noxious  along  with  it,  (like  water  pat  into  a  pump,)  and  the  patient  reco- 

'  Elements  of  Phyiics;  or  Noturit  Philoaophy,  Generil  and  Medical,  written  ftr 
Univecfsl  Use,  in  plain  or  uon-technicil  Language,  and  containing  new  DiKgDitiliolM 
■Dd  Priclical  Suggestions.  Comprited  in  fiis  pirti: — let,  Somatulog;,  atalics,  and 
djntmlca;  3d,  Mechanics ;  3d,  pH«umalies,  hydranlics,  and  acouaiica;  4th,  Light  tai 
heati  5th,  Animal  and  roedicQl  phyaici.  Complete  in  one  volame.  By  Neil  Armlt, 
M.  D.,  of  the  Bojal  College  of  Phjaiciana.  A  new  edition,  ravind  and  corrected  fram 
the  last  English  edition,  with  addilioos,  by  Jtaae  Hays,  M.  D.  8vo.  pp.  iiO,  Fhilsd. 
184t. 

■  The  Stomach  in  ill  Morbid  Sutaa ;  and  the  Modem  Treatment  i^  Sypbilkio  D» 
•aim.  D;  LangstoD  Parker,  M,  0.,  Member  of  (lt«  Royal  CdlMe  oT  Sargeom,  Im. 
Both  wotka  complete  in  one  volume.    8ve.    Philad.  1841. 
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vered.  I  uw  him  try  both  experimeau  opoH  a  dog,  but  coald  not  diicera 
any  efieui  from  the  foTmer.  After  the  latter,  the  animal  was  resdjr  to  ban^ 
aad  made  so  Tioleot  a  discbarge  as  waa  rery  offensive  to  me  and  my  com* 
paaioD.  The  dog  died  on  the  spot,  and  we  left  the  doctor  findeavouriog  to 
Kcorer  him  by  (he  same  operaiioa." 

The  iagenuiiy  of  3m!t  suggested  in  him,  irhat  he  conceired  to  be  a  tidi- 
ealou!  operation;  but  it  appears  to  have  been  successrul,  aod  is  Dot  unphi- 
losophical;  and  theiefore  in  a  very  different  category  from  the  other  recorded 
inventions  of  the  academicians  of  Lagado — as  that  of  eiiraciiog  sunbeams 
oat  of  cucumbersj  of  reduciog  human  excrement  to  tta  otigioil  food;  of  cal- 
cining ice  into  gnopowder,  dec.;  amongst  which  it  is  placed. 


LtcsjM  Natwra. — We  have  been  pleased  lo  receive  fiom  the  reneiable  and 
estimable  Dr.  Chatard,  of  Baltimore,  a  commanicaiiuo  suggested  by  the  case 
of  Lusus  Nalurs  published  in  our  last  Dumber,  by  Dr.  Thiustoo.  Dr.  Cha- 
tard stales,  that  in  the  year  1789  he  saw  in  Paris,  a  case  that  greatly  re- 
(embled  the  one  in  this  JnurDal,  except  that  the  monster  had  two  beads  and 
two  chests,  and  sucked  both  breasts  of  the  mother  at  the  same  lime,  appear- 
ing to  be  in  good  health.    It  died  at  the  age  of  four  months. 

Dr.  Chatard  refers  in  his  letter  to  a  case  of  monstrosity,  communicated 
to  him  by  Dr.  Villeueuve,  of  the  Acadimte  Royale  de  Midecine  of  Paris, 
in  the  year  1631.  In  this  ca«e,  two  fietuscs  were  united  by  the  ciowns  of 
the  heads.  They  measured  nineteen  inches  from  h^el  to  heel,  makiag 
nine  inches  and  a  half  for  each.  Thejr  were  delivered  oatutally.  The  pla- 
centa was  single,  with  two  umbilical  cordt  were  attached  to  iL  They  died 
in  the  birth. 

Dr.  Chatard  adds,  that  be  has,  in  his  collection  of  cai  raret,  two  ftttusea 
united  like  the  Siamese,  except  that  ihay  are  joined  from>lhe  upper  third  of 
ibe  chest  to  the  puhes,  end,  coQsequeutly,  have  one  abdomen  in  common. 
They  were  aborted  at  three  mouths. 

Medicfl.1  Department  of  Kemper  College,  St.  LouU,  JIfo.— The  present 
faculty  of  this  college  is  constituted  as  follows :— John  De  Wolf,  M.  D., 
Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy  ;  John  S.  Moore,  M.  D.,  Professor  of 
Theory  and  Practice,  and  the  Institutes  of  Medicine;  Richard  F.  Barrett, 
M.  D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Medical  Botany;  William  Carr 
Lane,  M.  D,,  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children; 
and  Joseph  N.  M'Dowel!,  M,  D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery. 

The  annual  circular  conlaint  the  nymes  of  forty  atudeals,  who  attended 
daring  the  last  session. 

Auzoiix^a  Preparation*  of  Artificial  Anatomy.— Then  beanlifnl  and  in- 
geoiouB  conlrirances,  for  exhibiting  the  anatomy  of  the  hnBoan  body  as  well 
at  it  can  be  done  artificially,  can  be  bad  by  application  to  Henry  Rawli  & 
Co.,  No.  57  State  street,  Albany,  who  have  been  constituted  agents  for  the 
■ame,  and  who  arc  prepared  lo  receive  orders  for  tbem  at  (be  maoDfactuter's 
prices,  to  which  will  h«  added  the  expenses  <rf  importation,  and  10  per  cent, 
commission.    All  orders  are  executed  within  suty  «  ninety  day*. 
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Albany  Medical  College— Prof utor  T.  R.  Beck^—Vft  ■«  glad  to  tee 
tbat  Dr.  Beck's  UleatB  ai  «  teacher  are  not  to  lemaio  fallow.  He  has  been 
lecenllr  appoiDted  Profeasor  or  Materia  Medica  in  the  Albany  Medical  Col- 
lege. He  hai  likemw  been  chosen  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Regent*  of 
the  Unirenily  of  the  Stale  of  New  York. 

Medical  College  of  <Mio.— Profnior  Harrirao,  of  Cincinnati,  has  been 
elected  to  the  chair  of  Materia  Medica  in  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  ia 
the  place  of  Dr.  Oliver,  who  resigned  afleT  one  year's  aervice. 

Philadtlphia  AoapifaL— William  H.  Oilliogbam,  M.  D.,  has  been  elected 
one  of  the  aiiending  phyaicians  of  the  Lytng-in-Departmeot  ol  the  Philadel- 
phia Almshoute  and  Hospital,  in  the  place  of  Professor  James  M'Clinitfck, 
resigned. 

Univertily  of  Maryland. — Dr.  Samuel  Chew,  of  Baltimore,  has  been  ap- 
pointed to  the  chair  of  Materia  Medica  in  the  University  of  Maryland— ra- 
cant  by  the  death  of  Or  Samuel  C.  Baker.  Dr.  Chew  ia,  to  our  knowledge, 
a  talented  and  well  read  physician. 

Atylian  for  the  Inaane  of  the  CommonKeaUk  of  Perauytvania. — The 
legialature,  at  the  last  aesaion,  passed  a  law  for  the  establishment  of  a  State 
Asylum  or  Hospital  for  the  Ittsane  Poor.  The  appolDtment  of  commis- 
aionera  for  the  erection  of  the  building,  and  trustees  for  the  management 
of  the  instiiutioil,  was  veated  in  the  governor,  who  has  appointed  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen  :— 

Commitiionert. — John  K.  Kane,  George  Randle,  John  W.  Ashmead. 

Trustee*.— For  one  year.— Richard  Rush,  Dr.  George  M'Clellan,  Jobn 
Whire. 

Pot  two  years.— Isaac  Collins,  Michael  W.  Ash,  C.  Wallace  Brooke. 

For  three  years^ — Jacob  Lei,  Dr.  Robley  Dunglison,  Jamea  Campbell. 

The  Bill,  for  the  passing  of  which  we  have  streoaously  laboured  for  the 
last  few  years,  is  as  follows: — . 
AN  ACT  TO  GSTABLiBB  AN  AsTLt;*t  roH  the  Iksane  or  this  Cohmonwealtq. 

Section  1.  Be  il  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Houet,  of  Reprteentatitei  <f 
the  Commonveatik  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assemby  met,  and  it  u 
hereby  enacted  by  the  attthority  of  the  same,  That  there  shall  be  erected,  ai 
soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  upon  some  suitable  site  to  be  determined  aad 
obtained  as  it  hereioafter  provided,  a  public  asylum  for  the  recepiiou  and 
relief  of  the  iusane  of  this  common  wealth. 

Sec.  2.  That  three  suitable  persons  shall  be  appointed  and  commissioned 
by  the  governor  to  aelect  and  porchaie  a  site  for  said  asylum,  and  to  con- 
tract for  and  eoperinlend  the  building  thereof.  Provided,  Thai  ibe  person* 
to  appointed  shall  receive  no  compeosatioa  for  their  services,  but  tbeir  ne 
ceasary  ezpenaes  to  be  paid  in  the  manner  hereioafiei  presciibed. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  site  and  necessary  grounds  for  aaid  asvlum . shall  Dot 
cost  more  than  ten  thousand  dollars,  and  the  building  shall  ne  planned  and 
arranged  for  the  accommodation  of  three  hundred  patients  and  the  neceatary 
officers,  and  with  ralerence  to  the  falure  enlargement  of  the  same. 
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Sec.  4.  That  the  goreroor  be  and  b  hereby  authorised  to  borrow,  on  the 
credit  o{  the  commonwealth,  at  such  limes  and  in  such  sums  as  may  be  re- 
quired by  the  provisions  of  Ibis  act,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
(houEaad  dollars,  at  a  rale  of  interest  not  exceeding  six  per  cent,  per  annum. 
The  said  loan  shall  be  styled  the  loan  for  ibe  Peuusylvania  Insane  Asylum, 
snd  shall  be  reimbursable  at  any  lime  tStei  the  expiration  of  fire  years — 
shsl!  be  traasferable  as  other  loansof  this  commonwealih  are,  and  the  inte- 
rest thereof  shall  be  payable  semi-annually.  An4  Siaax  tbe  STails  of  the 
loan,  the  said  commissioners  shall  have  authority  to  draw  on  the  treasurer 
of  the  commonwealth  for  a.  sum  tiot  exceeding  forty  thoueaud  dollars  on  tha 
first  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-two,  and  for  tbe  like  sum 
on  the  first  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-thiee,  and  for  the 
like  sum  on  Ihe  first  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-four;  and 
■aid  commissioners  shall,  on  or  before  the  first  dfty  of  October,  eighteen 
hundred  and  forty-two,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-three,  and  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  forty-four,  respectively,  render  to  the  proper  sccounting  officer  of 
the  commonwealth  an  exact  account  of  all  the  contracts,  expenses,  and 
liabilities,  which  they  have  iocuned  or  authorised  in  the  execution  of  their 
eommissioD,  with  vouchers  for  the  same;  and  in  case  of  their  failure  to  do 
this,  their  authority  to  draw,  as  aforesaid,  shall  thereupon  cease  and  become 
extinct;  and  said  commissioners  shall  so  build,  finish,  and  furnish  said  asy- 
lum, that  the  whole  expense  of  land,  buildings,  and  furoitnre,  with  suitable 
apparatus  for  heating  the  rooms,  for  cooking,  and  for  furnishing  water  for 
ail  the  uses  of  the  eslablishme^^  to  accommodate  three  hundred  patients 
and  the  necessary  officers  and  atlendaDla',  shall  not  exceed  one  hundred  and 
twenty  thousand  dollars.  Provided,  That  the  commissioners  appointed  by 
this  act,  before  entering  upon  their  duties,  shall  give  bond  with  sueh  security 
as  may  be  required  by  the  executive  for  the  faithful  application  of  the  pro- 
ceeds. 

Sec.  5.  That  the  interest  of  said  loan  shall  be  refunded  to  the  common- 
wealth semi-annually,  out  of  the  receipts  of  the  asvlum. 

Sec.  6.  That  the  government  of  said  asylum  shall  be  Tested  in  nine  trus- 
tees, lobe  appointed  by  the  governor,  who  shall  serve  without  compensation; 
of  those  first  appointed,  three  shall  serve  fur  one  year,  three  for  two  years, 
and  three  for  three  years,  and  at  tbe  expiration  of  the  respective  periods,  the 
vacaucjes  to  be  filled  by  appointments  for  three  years;  and  should  aar 
racaocy  occur  by  the  death,  resignafion,  or  otherwise  of  any  trustee,  such 
vacancy  shall  be  filled  by  an  appointment  for  the  unexpired  time  of  such 
trustee;  the  said  trustees  shall  hwe  charge  of  the  general  interests  of  the 
iostitution— they  shall  appoint  the  superintendent,  who  shall  be  a  skilful 

EhysicisD,  and  shall  always  reside  at  the  asylum,  and  they  shall  make  suiih 
y-iaws  and  regulations  aa  they  may  think  necessaiy;  they  shall  also  ap- 
Cnint  a  treasurer,  who  shalt  be  approved  by  tbe  eovernor,  and  give  sufficient 
onds  to  tbe  commoiiwealth  fur  the  faithful  discharge  of  bis  duties,  and  they 
'  ahall  appoint  such  other  officers  and  assistants,  and  fix  upon  the  compensa- 
tion for  their  services,  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  efficient  and  economical 
administration  of  the  a&irs  of  the  institution.  Said  trustees  shall  have 
power  to  take  and  hold  in  trust,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  said  asylum,  any 
grant  or  demise  of  land,  apd  any  donation  or  bequest  of  money  or  other  per- 
sonal property,  to  be  applied  lo  the  maintenance  of  insane  persons  in,  or  to 
the  general  use  of,  the  asylum. 

Sec.  7.  That  in  the  month  of  January,  anoualfy,  the  trustees  shall  cause 
to  be  laid  before  the  legislature,  a  full  account  of  the  condition  of  tbe  insti- 
tutioD  during  tbe  preceding  year,  and  of  the  receipts  aDd  disbursemeDti, 
both  of  which  reporU  shall  be  made  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  preceding. 

Sec.  8.  That  the  proper  courts  of  (his  commonnealih  shall  have  power 
to  commit  to  said  asylum  any  person  who,  having  been  charged  with  an 
oBeoce  punishable  by  imprisooment  or  death,  shall  have  bean  declared  by 
the  Teidict  of  a  jury  or  otherwise,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  coori,  to  hare 
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been  imuie  >t  the  tjtne  the  offeDce  wai  commilied,  and  who  etill  oantionti 

Sec.  9.  That  if  any  peison  shall  apply  to  aojr  court  of  record  within  ihii 
i!oinin  on  wealth,  havitig  final  jurisdiciioa  of  bnences  which  are  puaiahablc 
by  imprisoQineiit  for  the  term  of  Diceiy  daya  or  longer,  for  the  coHiiuiiment 
to  said  BBvlum  of  any  InRao;  person  within  the  county  in  which  soch  court 
has  jurisaiciion.  it  shall  be  the  duly  of  said  court  to  inquire  into  the  fsei  of 
iosaoity ;  and  it  such  court  shall  he  satisfied  that  such  person  is  by  teajan 
of  insanity  uoiafe  to  he  at  large,  or  is  suSering  soy  unoecesssry  dureaee  or 
hardship,  such  court  shall,  on  the  application  afoiesirid,  commit  such  iasaae 
person  to  said  Isyluin. 

Sec.  10,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  court,  in  all  cases  where  ihey 
shall  commit  any  person  to  the  asylum,  to  certify  to  the  trustees  the  legal 
settlement  of  soch  peraon,  if  he  or  she  shall  have  any  legal  seitlemeal 
within  this  commonwealth;  and  if  such  person  shall  have  no  such  seiile- 
meot,  then  to  certify  the  place  of  residence  of  such  person  at  the  time  of 
ofienee  committed  or  applicHtion  made,  aod  the  poor  district  so  certified  ts 
be  the  place  of  settlement  or  residence  of  such  person,  shall  be  chargeabls 
with  the  eipeuses  of  his  or  her  care  and  maintenance,  and  removal  to  and 
from  the  asylum.  Provided,  That  the  settlement  or  residence  of  any  such 
person  shall  not  be  so  certified,  until  after  due  notiae  shall  hare  been  giTca 
to  the  constituted  authorities  baring  charge  of  the  poor  in  the  district,  to  be 
charged  thereby. 

Sec.  II.  The  seTeral  constituted  authorities  having  rare  and  charge  of  the 
poor  in  the  r.especliTe  couitiies,  districts,  and  townships  of  this  coromon- 
wealth,  shaH  hare  authority  to  send  to  the  asylum  such  insane  paupers 
under  their  charge  as  thCr  may  deem  suitable  subjects  for  its  treatroeDt,  and 
they  ahall  be  severally  cnargeahle  with  the  expenses  of  the  care  and  maia- 
tenance,  and  removal  to  aod  from  the  asylum  of  such  paupers. 

Sec.  13.  That  in  the  admission  of  paupers  to  said  asylum,'  precedence 
shall  always  be  %\<ren  by  the  trustees  to  cases  in  which  the  disease  is  of  re- 
cent origin ;  and  if  the  trustees  shall  in  any  case  deem  it  for  the  interest  of 
the  asylum,  or  of  the  patient,  that  be  or  she  should  be  removed,  the  super- 
intendent shall  give  notice  to  those  who  are  responsible  for  his  or  her  sup- 
port, and  if  he  or  she  shall  Dot  be  removed  within  thirty  days  af^er  such  no- 
tice, the  trustees  may  cause  him  or  her  lo  be  removed,  at  the  expense  of  the 
person  or  persons,  body  corporate  or  politic,  who  may  be  liable  for  his  or  bet 

support. 

Sec.  13.  If  the  guardians,  directors,  dr  overseers  of  the  poor,  to  whom 
any  patient  who  shall  he  in.  the  asylum  is  chargeable,  shall  neglect  or  refuse, 
upon  demand  made,  to  pay  the  trustees  the  expense  of  the  care,  mainte- 
nance, and  removal  of  such  patient,  and  also  of  (he  burying  such  paiieui,  if 
he  or  shall  die  in  the  said  asylum,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  court  of  quarter 
sessions  of  the  county  in  which  such  patient  was  certified  lo  be  settled  or 
to  have  resided,  or  from  which  he  was  removed  to  the  asylum,  by  any  of 
the  constituted  authorities  therein  having  care  and  charge  of  the  poor,  upon 
complaint  to  the  said  court  made  by  the  said  trustees  to  compel  payment 
by  said  guardians,  directors,  or  overseers,  of  all  such  expenses  io  the  manaer 
directed  by  law  in  the  case  of  a  judgment  against  overseers. 

Sec.  14.  The  governor,  judges  of  the  several  courts  of  record  in  ibis  com- 
monwealth, the  members  of  the  legislature,  and  the  grand  jury  ol  the  county 
in  which  the  same  maybe  located,  shall  be  es-olficio  visiters  of  t.'ie  institution. 
Wm.  a,  Cbabb, 
Speaker  of  the  tlouee  of  Repreaentative*. 
CiiAHL.es  B.  Penrose, 
Speaker  of  tke  Senate. 
Approved  this  fourth  day  of  March,  A.  D.  eighteen  hundred  and  forly-oDe. 
David  R.  Porteb. 
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A  fev  Hint!  addretted  to  Mudical  Student*  about  to  Vitil  the  Paritian 
Botpitalt.  By  a  Physician.— Tiieie  hiQts,  (snys  ihe  editor  of  rhe  Medico- 
Chirargical  Review,')  nre  mostly  wortfi  baring.  Wc  Gball  lake  one  or  two 
of  them.     And  first  a  liiot  oo  lodgings  end  eating. 

It  is  a  matter  of  experience  kaown  lo  all  the  medical  men  of  Paris,  that  a 
large  propontoo  of  ine  medical  students  are  attacked  wiih  fever  within  a 
very  sborl  period  of  comnieDCiog  their  sindiea.  Now,  ibough  this  may  be  - 
accounted  fdr  in  many  wiTys,  and  may  arise  from  various  causes,  yet  it  is 
generally  allowed  that  the  siruaiion  selected  fur  their  lodgings  is  of  itself 
aufficient  to  be  an  excitiog  cause  of  disease.  A  more  unbeaTiby  situatioii' 
than  some  of  those,  small  and  narrow  streets  and  alleys  that  abound  near 
the  Ecole  de  Mtdecioe  cantiol  be  conceived.  Id  these  pans  the  medical 
ttodents  chiefly  reside,  for  the  sake  of  convenience  and  economy  ;  here  they 
congregate  together  in  theimiserable  viaisona  gamirs,  living,  as  they  occa* 
aioDally  do,  two  or  three  in  one  apartment.  The  cheap  resiauraots,  or  eat- 
ing-houses, that  also  here  abound,  only  add  to  the  general  wretchedness  of 
tbd  scene,  wherein,  under  the  semblance  of  comfort  aud  fconomy.  the  stu- 
dent is  offered  his  dejeuner  i  la  fourchetle  for  sixteen  sons,  and  his  dinner 
de  qualre  plait  for  twenty-two  sous.  To  many,  this  may  appear  of  little 
impiDrtance,  and  to  be  little  connected  with  the  subject  uoder  consideration; 
but  reason  and  eiperience  will  draw  a  Sifiereni  conclusion.  Is  it  possible 
that  the  body,  accustomed  to  nutritious  and  healthy  food,  to  all  the  comforts 
of  Bngliah  living,  to  fresh  and  wholesome  atmosphere,  can  meet  with  so 
sudden  anil  so  great  a  change  as  this,  and  oot  be  affected  by  it?  What 
quarter,  then,  of  Paris  is  to  be  selected  by  the  student  f  If  the  faubourg  St. 
Germain  side  of  the  Seine  must  be  chosen,  from  its  contiguity  to  the  hos- 
pitals, the  rue  de  Seine  St.  Germnin,  or  the  rue  de  Sis.  P^res,  affords  a  far 
more  healthy  and  open  situation  than  the  localities  previously  mentioned. 
True  it  is,  that  apartments  may  be  somewhat  more  expensive,  yet  surely  it 
is  far  preferable  to  sacrifices  ^raali  sum  of  money  for  the  jake  of  health, 
than  to  run  the  risk  of  becoming  the  victim  of  low  typhoid  fever  The 
TuillerJes  side  of  the  water  is  colonised  lo  a  great  eitent  by  the  English, 
aild  is  certainly  preferable  to  the  faubourg  St.  Germain.  Heie  lodgings  are 
to  be  bad  tolerably  cheap,  but  depend  much  oo  situation.  In  the  fauh9urg 
du  Roule,  the  coniinuaiiou  of  the  faubourg  St.  Honors,  lodging  may  be  pro- 
cured at  a  moderate  price,  and  Ihe  situation  is  very  healthy,  but  it  is  some 
distance  from  H4tel  Dieu,  La  Charil^,  La  Piti^,  &c.  It  is,  however,  con- 
tiguous to  the  Hdpital  Beaujon,  to  which  M.  Louis  has  lately  been  appointed, 
during  the  alterations  that  are  taking  place  at  Hdiel  Dieu.  Again,  with  re- 
gard to  meals:  one  wholesome  dish  in  a  respectable  restaurant's,  is  far  better 
than  four  offered  for  the  same  money  in  many  of  the  cheap  eating-houses. 
For  two  francs,  a  good  dinner  may  be  procured,  and  a  dejeuner  or  breakfast 
for  thirty  sous,  in  many  a  clean  and  wholesome  restaurant's.  The  great 
dill^rence  that  exists  between  French  and  English  living,  must  more  or  less 
affect  every  conslilulion,  however  strong  it  may  be.  It  is  scarcely  possible 
to  conceive  of  two  greater  extremes.  In  Paris,  there  are  a  set  of  small 
hotels  which  profess  to  give  English  dinners.  These  are  generally  as  dear 
as  they  are  bad;  hut  one  or  two  are  to  be  found  in  Ihe  neighbourhood  of  the 
Boulevards  dcs  Italiens,  where,  at  limes,  a  tolerable  English  dinner  is  to  be 
met  with :  in  these,  as  must  of  necessity  happen  in  places  of  like  description, 
the  company  is  not  of  the  most  select  order;  but  if  this  can  be  dispensed 
«ith,'il  is  certalnlv  worth  the  while  of  those  who  are  suffering  from  the 
dyspepsia  of  Farisian  cookery  to  try  for  a  lime  the  change. 

Walking  the  Hospitals  should  not  be  entered  upon  for  the  first  three  weeks 
after  the  arrival  of  tiie  sludent  in  Paris.  The  atmosphere  of  Paris  is  very 
peculiar,  and  ibis  is  exemplified  in  the  numerous  patients  that  enter  its  boB- 
pitals,  the  victims  of  its  effects  on  the  constitution.     It  is  a  question  that  is 

■  JnJr,  IMl,  p.  174. 

r,o„,,-,,ih,.GoO(^lc 


46  American  Medical  Intdligenctr. 

aake4  of  every  patieut,  bow  Iodk  bas  be  been  in  Paria  7  Tbe  Grei  montb  it 
the  must  Irying  period ;  befote,  loeii,  the  aUideat  commeaces  bis  labours,  he 
should,  to  a  certain  extent,  have  become  habiloated  to  tbe  change  of  aii; 
bis  coDsiltulkiD  should  have  time  to  accDslom  itself  to  tbe  pecutiariti^ of 
difference. 

What  HotpitaU  are  worth  attending?— Of  the  Parisieo  hospitals,  ibere 
Bie  Done  that  offer  sacb  a  coocealraiioa  of  medical  skill  as  La  Cbariii 
This  is  situated  in  the  rue  des  Sis.  P^res,  and  contains  belweea  five  and  sii 
hundred  patients.  MM.  Andral,  Crureilhier,  Vetpeau,  Rayei,  Bouillaud, 
Fouquier,  are  all  to  be  found  witbin  its  nards. 

He  wbo  would  learn  accurate  diagnosis,  who  would  studjr  tbe  use  of  the 
stethoscope  iu  its  mean,  and  not  in  its  extreme ;  he  who 'would  learn  patho- 
logy, by  close  attendance  to  the  dead  bouse,  sboald  follow  the  service  of  M. 
Andral.  There  are  few  so  free  from  that  national  error,  excilemeni,  ai  this 
celebrated  man. 

No  hospital  is  belter  known  to  us  by  name  than  HAtel  Dieu.  It  was  ibe 
largest  in  Paris,  coolaining  at  one  lime  twelve  hundred  beds ;  but  its  size  it 
much  diminished,  owing  lo  the  improvemeols  which  are  being  made  in  iti 
immediate  vicinity,  which  have  rendered  it  necessary  to  pull  doirti  one  of 
its  largest  wings. 

Of  the  surgeons  attached  to  this  hospital,  are  men  whose  names  ate  fami- 
liar to  all  in  the  profession,  as  MM.  Roui  and  Breschei.  Tbe  former  make* 
bis  daily  visit,  at  half  past  six  in  the  summer,  and  at  seven  in  the  winter 
months,  and  this  is  followed  by  his  clinical  lecture  in  the  amphitheatre  of 
the  hospital.     M.  Breschet  commences  his  rounds  at  nine  o'clock. 

There  are  no  less  than  ten  physicians  attached  to  this  hospital.  Amongst 
the  most  celebrated  are  Chomel,  Magendie,  and  Louis.  M.  Chomel  leciurei 
from  nine  to  ten  on  Mondays,  Tuesdays,  and  Fridays. 

Another  hospital  that  is  generally  visited  by  foreigners,  is  the  HOpital  8l 
Louis,  in  which  aa  opportunity  is  particularly  afforded  of  studying  diseases 
of  (be  skin,  It  is  situated  witbin  five  njinutes'  walk  of  the  rue  du  faubourg 
St.  Martin.  One  of  the  sireets  leading  out  of  this,  called  the  rue  des  Recol- 
lets,  will  bb  found  the  direct  way  to  this  hospital,  which  is  situated  in  the 
rue  de  I'HApjtal,  directly  in  front  of  tbe  canal  that  ia  at  the  end  of  the  nie 
des 'Recol  lets.  Here  it  was  that  Alibett  and  Bieti  collected  their  vast  mass 
of  information,  and  were  lo  be  found  morning  after  moiniog  in  the  midst  of 
their  squalid  band  of  patients.  But  now  Do  more  remains  of  them  than  a 
ditty  marble  bust  of  the  former — soiled  b^  the  hands  of  the  Dumerons 
patients  that  mount  the  staircase  where  it  is  placed — to  mark  the  haunt  of 
this  once  celebrated  man.  Time  makes  sad  chanses  in  our  profession,  as 
in  every  other,  and  to  this  the  HOpital  St.  Louis  lieara  ample  leslimouy. 
MM.  Lugol  and  Bmery  are  the  only  remains  of  (he  formei  days  of  St.  Louis. 

M.  Lugol  is,  in  every  sense  of  tbe  term,  a  great  man.  He  styles  himself 
"Le  grand  lustre  du  monde,"  It  ia  curious  to  follow  him  in  h'a  acrofuloos 
wards,  aad  there  hear  him  descant  on  the  miraculous  powers  of  iodine. 

Near  lo  the  Hdpital  des  Venerieos  is  the  Maison  d' Accouchement,  or 
Hospice  de  la  Maternity.  There  is  much  difficulty  in  gaining  admission 
here,  as  no  medical  man  baa  a  tight  within  iis  wards,  excepting  those  that 
are  officially  attached  to  it.  There  are  between  four  and  five  hundred  beds 
within  it. 

Tbe  Hospice  de  la  SalpStri^re  is  an  establishment  on  a  very  larfe  scale. 
It  contains  between  five  and  six  thousand  beds,  entirely  for  women.  Of 
these,  a  certain  number  are  appropriated  to  old  and  infirm  persona,  others 
are  set  apart  for  patients  labouring  under  incurable  diseases.  Here  it  was 
that  M.  Craveilhier  compiled  his  admirable  work  on  pathological  anatomy, 
the  dead-house  afibtding  no  small  supply  of  dis.'ases,  in  their  most  hideous 
forms.  A  certain  portion  of  this  establishment  is  allotted  lo  those  who  are 
of  unsound  mind,  their  number  varying  from  a  thousand  to  twelve  hundred. 

The  BicCtre  is  for  men  what  the  Sarptlridre  is  for  wotnen. 
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Pariaian  Diuecting-Roonu  vertui  the  Engtith.— True  h  is  that  subjects 
for  dissection  are  far  more  nameroas  thaD  those  in  England.  In  this  point 
there  is  certainly  a  superiority.  Wben,  however,  the  accomtnodatians  that 
are  provided  in  the  Parisian  dissecting-rooiDS  are  taken  into  consideration, 
the  preference  will  be  given  to  those  ofour  own  country.  Let  the  student 
who  has  been  aecastoraed  to  the  dissecting-rooms -in  England  enter  those 
in  Paris:  the  stench  which  first  assails  his  nasal  organs  is  almost  insilpport- 
■ble,  from  the  system  of  smoking  which  is  carried  on  within  them.  Again, 
there  is  nothing  like  decency  or  order  kept  up ;  portions  of  viscera,  detached 
limbs,  pieces  o?  dissected  muscle,  fat,  and  cellular  membrane,  are  seen  to 
cover  Ute  tk>or.  It  is  necessaiy  to  be  careful  how  we  tread,  lest  we  should 
stumble  ag^ainst  some  limb  lying  in  out  way,  or  slip  up,  .from  stepping  on 
some  viscid  substance  that  may  be  strewed  upon  the  ground. 

There  are  two  great  dissectioe  schools  in  Paris.  One  is  close  to  the 
Bcole  de  Midecin^,  and  adjoins  Dupuylten's  Museum  of  Morbid  Anatomy; 
the  other  is  situated  near  the  hospital  of  La  Pitii,  and  is  called  Claman. 
This  is  one  of  a  more  modern  date  than  the  former,  to  which  it  is  thought 
preferable.  It  is  certainly  situated  in  a  more  airy  neighbourhood,  and  its 
accommodations  are  somewhat  of  a  better  order.  It  is  necessary  for  all 
those  who  intend  to  dissect,  to  become  pupils  of  the  Internes,  who  have  the 
choice  of  all  subjects  brought  for  dissection.  Each  interne  has  four  pupils, 
who  are  attached  to  one  subject,  that  is  usually  changed  every  ten  days  or 
a  fortnight.  The  sum  for  the  season,,  which  lasts  about  five  months,  is 
about  one  hundred  and  fifly  francs,  or  six  pounds.  To  those  who  would  be 
free  from  lae  inconveniences  of  the  common  dissecting  rooms,  a  means  is 
offered  of  disseclinp  in  private,  by  becoming  the  pupils  of  the  overseer  of  the 
school,  whp  has  private  rooms  set  apart  for  this  purpose.  He  of  course  de- 
mands a  sum  of  money  in  proportion  to  the  convenience  offered,  and  this 
more  especially  of  the  English,  who  ere  always  supposed  to  have  a  super- 
abundance of  money,  wherewith  ihey  can  afford  to  pay  handsomely. 


Caie  of  Secrelion  of  Air  from  the  Human  Skin.'  By  Sir  Francis 
SmUk.~(The  Jhtblin  Journal  of  Medical  Science.  January,  1841.)— An 
bypochondriac  gentleman,  thiity-five  years  of  age,  informed  Sir  F.  Smith 
thai  he  was  liable  to  immense  disengagements  of  gas  from  the  stomach; 
that  he  also  occasionally  discharged  air  from  the  urinary  bladder ;  and  had 
observed  an  escape  of  air  from  the  surface  of  his  body  when  under  water  in 
the  bath.  Little  attention  was  paid  to  the  last  of  these  siaiements  till  the 
15rh  of  May,  1840,  when  Sir  F.  Smith  was  hastily  summoned  to  the  bath 
to  see  the  phenomenon  of  the  disengagement  of  air  from  the  skin  of  his 
patiini.  He  wa»  found  In  a  bath  at  79°,  and  his  chest,  abdomen,  shoulders, 
and  hands,  were  literally  covered  with  small  air  bubbles.  When  he  re- 
moved his  hands  from  the  bath,  the  bubbles  disappeared ;  but  when  he  re- 
placed them  below  the  wat^r,  the  air  bubbles  were  observed  to  make  their 
leappearance,  at  first  very  minute,  but  gradually  increased  in  size  till  the 
palms  of  his  hands  became  again  coated  with  inem.  He  frequently  wiped 
away  the  bubbles  from  his  hands  and  chest,  but  in  every  case  they  were 
■oon  replaced  by  others.  The  bubbles  of  air  ran  together,  when  pushed 
with  the  finger,  like  globules  of  mercury,  without  quitting  the  skin,  or  be- 
coming loose  in  the  water.  This  circumttance  was  observed  for  twenty 
minutes  by  Sir  F.  Smith;  and  towards  the  end  of  that  lime,  the  margins  of 
the  upper  end  of  the  bath,  opposite  where  the  shoulders  had  been,  were 
coated  all  ronod,  for  the  depth  of  about  two  inches,  with  minute  bubbles  of 
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On  the  non-occurrence  of  Albumijiout  Urine  during  the  Dropev  vhiA 
foilowB  Scarlatina.'  By  Dr.  Pkilipp,  of  Berlin.— (Casper't  fTocAen- 
echrift  fur  die  Gesammte  Heitkuude,  JVor.  1840.)— Tbe  resulis  of  Dr. 
Fhilipp  ipgarding  ihe  occurrmce  of  albuminous  urine  duriog  the  drap«ieal 
BfCDptoms  nhicb  follow  Kcarlaiina,  are  at  variaace  wiib  what  ba?e  been  ob- 
served io  Ihia  country.  In  an  epiilemic  Ecarlatina  which  raged  at  Berlin, 
be  asceriaiued  in  siily  cases  that  ihe  urine  was  Dol  albuminous,  though  the 
dropsical  symptoms  weie  fully  developed,  aod  could  only  be  traced  lo  ibis 
complaint.  The  dropaical  symptoms  appeared  at  shorter  or  looger  inletTalaj 
often  four  or  five  weebs  after  desquapailon.  The  urine  was  tested  both  by 
means  of  beat  and  of  nitric  acid,  but  by  neitber  of  these  was  the  slighted 
(race  of  albumen  discovered.  He  is  inclined  to  attribute  tbis  to  the  rarity 
of  disease  of  the  kidney  ai  Berlin,  seeing  that  for  the  last  two  years  only 
two  cases  ofBrigbt's  disease  of  the  kidney  have  been  Doticed.  Tbe  scarlet 
fever,  too,  appears  to  vary  somewhat  in  its  type  from  tfaat  wbich  occurs  in 
this  country,  as  he  mentions  that  the  deaths  from  this  affection  generally 
result  from  its  complication  with  croup,  as  he  calls  it,  or  cerebral  disoider. 
Dr.  Philipp  mentions  that  the  drupsical  symptoms  are  so  mild  and  unattended 
with  danger,  that,  though  tbey  occur  in  most  cases,  he  has  itof  met  with  one 
wbich  proved  fatal. 


On  the  prevention  if  Pitting  in  Smalt-pox  by  meant  of  Svlphale  Oint- 
ment.' By  Dr.  V.  Midaveine. — {Annate*  de  la  Societi  de  medecine  de 
Gand,  December,  1840.)— The  danger  of  applying  mercurial  prepaTStiona 
to  the  whole  surface  of  the  body,  induced  Dr.  Midaveine  to  seek  some  other 
means  which  would  be  more  generally  applicable,  and  yet  possess«n  eq'jally 
modifying  power  over  the  variolous  pustule.  From  the  success  he  obtained 
in  sixteen  cases  oT  stnall-pox,  he  thinks  he  bas  ff^und  in  sulphur  ointment  a 
remedy  equally  efficacious  in  preventing  the  maturation  of  ibc  pustule,  and 
the  subsequent  pitting,  as  the  mercurial  preparations,  whilst  its  application 
is  not  attended  with  tbe  same  danger  to  the  patient.  He  employed  it  of  the 
strength  of  one  and  a  half  to  two  drams  of  dowers  of  sulphur  lo  each  upnce 
of  lard,  the  smaller  proportion  being  used  for  the  varioloid  affetlioo,  the 
larger  for  the  confluent  small-pox,  Tbe  whole  body  is  tubbed  with  tbis 
three  limes  daily ;  and  Ihe  sooner  the  application  is  made  after  the  appear- 
ance of  the  eruption,  the  greater  is  the  chance  of  its  apee6i\y  arresting  its 
development.  The  pustules  shrivel  and  dry  up  under  tbis  treatmenl,  the 
appetite  speedily  returns,  and  coovaiest:ence  is  soon  established. 


Facie  relative  to  the  Staiistict  of  Menstruation.'  By  Dr.  Adelmann,  of 
Fulda.—(Ne'ie  Ze.ilschrift  fur  Oeburtakundv,  August,  1640.)- During  the 
years  1834,  35,  and  36,  Dr.  Adeltnaon  ascertained  the  period  at  which  men- 
BiTuaiion  had  commenced  in  five  hundred  and  seven  individuals.  Prom  tbis 
it  apjieared  that  in  girls  with  black  hair,  tbe  average  age  at  wbich  menstraa- 
tion  commenced  was  16;  in  girls  with  brown  hair,  the  average  age  was  17; 
and  in  girls  with  fair  hair,  between  16  and  17.  The  average  duration  of 
each  menstrual  period,  four  to  five  days  for  the  black-haired  girls,  and  three 
to  foul  days  for  the  brown  and  fair-haired.  Only  one  in  one  hundred  and 
two  cases  was  met  with  who  menstruated  regularly  at  the  interval  of  thiee 
weeks  ;  all  the  rest  did  so  at  regular  periods  of  four  weeks. 

■  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Burviul  Janrnii,  Jolv,  1841,  p.  990. 
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AST.  I.— NOTES  ON  THE  TREATMENT  OF  CHRONIC  PLEU- 
RISY, WITH  EFFUSION.' 


Tbe  follonin;  }>Hper  must  possess  a  high  inicTest  for  oar  readers,  when 
we  JDCorni  them  ibat  it  was  commeDced  by  Dr.  Hope  during  his  lait  illoess, 
aod  concluded  od  hia  death  bed.  Uoable  to  cofnplete  it  as  he  could  hare 
wished,  he  wns  compelleil  to  diciaie  it  io  the  shape  of  notes,  which  he 
finished  only  four  'days  before  his  decease,  To  those  who  kireic  Dr.  Hope 
well,  this  zeal  for  scieoce  aod  hie  fellow- creatures  will  occasion  no  surpriu. 
It  WHS  consistent  with  the  character  of  the  man,  who  died  as  he  had  liTed, 
an  accomplished  physician  and  a  good  mao. 

The  symptoms  of  chruijic  pleurisy,  with  effusion  more  or  less  filling  one 
side  of  ibe  chest,  ^fC  perfectly  well  described  by  systematic  authors,  as  Dr. 
Law,  (Cyclop.  Pract.  Med.  p.  t]95  a.}  vet  (here  is  no  class  of  affeclious  more 
habitually  overlooked  by  the  bulk  of  the  ptofessioD  than  this— .certain I y^  one 
of  the  most  destructive  to  life  if  ueglected  beyond  a  certain  period.  I  am 
^lad  to  notice  that  Dr.  Stokes  makes  a  similar  remark.  Some  fault  attaches 
indeed,  to  the  systematic  writers  nlluded  to,  for  their  mistaking  the  s'""  "' 


of  chronic  pleurisy  with  eSiisioD,  or  empyema,  as  it  is  called  aOer  a  certain 
lime,  has  become  preralent.  Dr.  Law  thinks  moie  farourably  of  the  possi' 
bllity  of  cure.  He  with  justice,  however,  excepts  tubercular  cases,  and  those 
in  which  the  patient  is  not  assisted ;  yet  I  think  that  he  is  mistaken  in  sup- 
posing that  a  copious  evacuaiioo  from  some  other  organ  may  noi  occasion- 
ally prof  e  critical,  and  empty  a  chesi.  A  case  occarred  to  me  in  which  ab- 
sorption did  not  commence  so  soon  as  I  expected  ;  natnely,  within  a  week, 
when  the  patient  was  attacked  with  bypercathaiiis  to  the  amount  of  eiity 
watery  evacuatiuns  in  two  days.  The  cheat,  mpanwhile,  which  was  dull 
within  two  inches  of  the  left  claricle,  and  bud  the  heart  protruded  to  the 
right  aide  of  the  sternum,,  had  compleiely  emptied  itself,  and  the  patient 
recovered. 

Broussais  met  with  only  one  favonrabie  case  out  of  eighteen.    Laennec's 
rlew  was  equally  gloomy,  and  Di.  Townsend's  is  no  less  so ;  Dr.  Thomu 
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Davies  feels  ihe  same  to  siroDgly,  thai  he  hunies  on  tlie  opetatioD  of  para- 
centesis at  a  very  early  period  o(  the  disease — a  circumstance  which  is  the 
maia  cause  of  the  udusubI  success  of  the  operation  ia  his  hsDcLs.  From  this 
aggregate  of  UDfarourable  opiaiona  it  results  that,  at  the  present  time,  there 
is  a  prevalent  doubt  whether  the  fluid  of  erapfsma  is  ever  absorbed.  This 
fluid,  it  maj-  he  remarlfed  in  passing,  may  be  either  tero-fibriaous  aod  alba- 
minous,  or  coDiaia  pus  Id  any  degree  up  to  its  pure  condiiiim.  This  seems 
to  be  now  a  teUled  question,  and  1  think  it  ought  lo  be  eo,  as  ihe  fluid,  in 
healthy  subjecis,  kills  not  by  it*  quality,  but  by  suflbcaiing. 

I  cannot  feel  surprised  ai  ibis  want  of  success  in  the  core  of  empyema, 
when  I  notice  the  uoseiiled,  vaciUatiDg,  inadequate  treatment  recommended 
even  by  (hose  writers  who  think  most  favourably  of  ihe  possibility  of  a  care. 

Dr.  Law's  treatment  comes  nearest  to  thai  which  I  have  found  effectual, 
but  he  is  loo  limid  in  conlinuing  the  gentle  Dse  of  mercery,  from  fear  of 
its  inducing  irritative  fever  and  hectic.  This  siipposed  iintalire  fever, 
however,  i^,  in  most  cases,  nothing  more  than  excitement  of  anemia,  (a 
fact  of  wbicb.  be  does  not  seem  to  be  at  all  aware,  as  even  in  the  convales- 
cent period  he  does  not  even  name  iron  as  a  remedy,)  and  the  hectic  is  a 
necessary  consequence  when  ibe  fluid  is  pus,  and  this  ia  diffused  tfaiougb 
ibe  whole  circulation  by  the  process  of  absorption,  i  have  steadily  cohiinued 
the  gentle  external  use  of  mercury  through  the  most  violent  hectic,  [;omiDg 
on  twice  a  day  in  ireiueudous  paroxysms;  while  I  have  counteracted  ibis 
by  the  free  use  of  mineral  scids;  and  by  a  diet,  not  only  of  strong  broth  at 
luncheon,  but  of  animal  food  at  dinner— the  patient's  tongue  being  clean, 
and  bis  appetite  and  digestion  always  good. 

Dr.  Townsend  seems  principally  to  follow  Broussais  (pblegmasie  chro- 
uique)  and  Laennec,  neither  of  whom  make  use  of  mercury,  and  the  former 
would  only  venture  on  a  blister  as  an  experiment  i  He  likewise  falls  into 
their  great  error  of  mistaking  antemia  for  fever,  and  therefore  starves  ibe 
patient  al  a  momeol  when  there  is  a  great  demand  for  animal  nutriment  in 
any  way  in  which  it  can  he  borne.  The  (reaitneni  of  Dr.  Th.imas  Davies 
is  that  of  calpmel  and  opium,  and  couoler-irritaots  in  the  Gtst  stage,  hut  be 
thinks  these  inefficient  in  ihe  stage  of  chronic  effusion.  He  iherefore,  as 
already  staled,  hunies  on  ibe  operation  of  empytema.  The  writer  on  plea- 
risy  in  ibe  Library  of  Practical  Medicine  (Vol.  111.  p.  124)  seems  to  have 
but  an  indifferent  opinion  of  the  curability  of  cUronic  pleurisy  with  effusion. 
After  Ibe  third  week  or  so,  he  thinks  mercury  of  liiile  benefit,  and  thai  it  is 
even  injurious  when  the  hectic  stage  comes  on  i  but  approves  of  counter- 
irriianis,  and  follows  Dr.  Stokes  in  hia  approbation  of  the  use  of  the  hydrio- 
dale  of  potass,  to  act  both  as  an  alteraiite  and  a  diuieiic;  also  of  the  iodide 
of  iron. 

Dr.  Stokes,  whose  writings  on  pleurisy  I  had  not  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
till  long  after  I  comroenceiTmy  own  observations,  1  find  to  be  far  ihe  most 
successful  JD  his  treatment  of  chronic  pleurisy  and  enipyEma.  In  au  excel- 
lenl  chapter,  containing  a  considerable  portion  of  original  matter — some, 
perhaps,  a  little  raDciruf-^he  mentions  that  he  cured  twenty  cases  ruoniog 
by  the  use  of  a  pint  daily  of  cold  solution  of  Lugol's  iodine,  and  from  a 
quarter  to  half  an  ounce  of  the  ointment  rubbed  into  the  side.  He  ia  like- 
wise very  favourable  lo  the  use  of  hlisiers. 

I  have  myself  been  instrumental  in  curing  five  and  ihirly  cases  consecu- 
tively, during  the  space  of  four  years,  hut  principally  two  years  and  a  half, 
while  I  was  assistant-physician  to  St,  George's  Hospital,  no  cases  having 
been  withdrawn,  or  added  fiom  an  anieiior  date,  eicept  three ;  the  1st  was 
Mr.  Garnetl,  whom  I  saw  about  1833,  who  had  uho  fatal  ulceration  of  the 
bowels;  tbe  2d,  the  Rev.  Mr. ,  whom  I  saw  about  1833;  the  3d  an  out- 
patient of  St.  George's,  whom  I  found  lo  have  tubercular  disorganisation  of 
Ibe  lungs,  and  whom  I,  therefore,  transferred  to  Dr.  M'Leod,  as  an  in-patient 
of  St.  George's.  Patacenlesis  was  practised;  the  lubercJes  were  found;  and 
be  died  from  inexpansion  of  the  lung;,  which  was  bound  down  to  the  spine. 
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The  remainder  of  tb«  caaea  all  dated  withiD  three  tnoDiha,  as  veil  as  I 
could  make  oat  bjr  mo.Rt  carefully  oalechiaing  the  patient  reapectiog  ibe  first 
feeling  of  pleuritic  paia,  or  ailment  of  any  kind.  The  pain  whh  freqaeDiljr 
fbrgoiten,  until  the  pitieot  was  perhaps  asked  whether  he  had  not  had  a 
liiile  lumbago,  pain  in  the  back,  &x.  Nor  is  (his  surprising^ for  copious 
effusioD  very  soon  relievea  pleuritic  pain.  A  very  great  proportion  dated 
wilhin  two  mooihs,  and  from  Ibat  time  down  to  three  weeks  or  a  nuootb.  1 
seldom  saw  them  earlier  than  a  mo^ntb,  as  they  were  either  neglected  and 
misundeistood  cases  amongst  the  out-patients  of  St.  George's,  or  private 

Salients  whom  I  l»as  called  to  aee  in  consultation  at  a  late  period  of  the 
isease ;  the  coTDplaint  of  the  latter  having,  with  few  excepiions,  been  also 
overlooked. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  previous  duration  of  the  disease  in  all  my 
piivaie  cases,  arnouniing  to  seventeen ;  but  I  lament  to  say  that  1  cannot  at 
present  ^ive  the  dates  of  those,  eighteen  in  Dumber,  who  were  out-patients 
of  St.  George's,  and  the  notes  of  whose  cases  I  drafted  out  of  15,000  notes 
of  cases,  which  I  saw  at  St.  George's  (for  I  took  notea  of  almost  all).  The 
notes  of  these  eighieea  cases  having  been  separated  from  the  oibeis,  I  have 
unfortunately  mislaid  them.  Unless,  therefore,  1  recover  iheiii,  I  must  trust 
to  ihe  confidence  of  the  public  for  the  accuracy  of  the  facts.  They  were  all 
demonstrated,  as  ihey  occnrred,  to  the  students  of  St.  George's. 

Coachman  of  Sir  Clifford  Constable's,  ill  a  farinight,  but  previous  broo- 

Miss  Caldow,  ill  from  two  to  three  weeks. 

Robert  Watts,  ill  eighteen  days. 

Mr.  Smiib,  ill  three  weeks. 

Mr.  TapsoD,  ill  a  roootb. 

Patrick  Millerick,  ill  a  month. 

Mr.  Eade,  ill  five  weeks. 

Mr.  Oaroeit,  ill  six  week's. 

Heniy  Wade,  ill  two  months. 

Mr.  Downing,  ill  two  months. 

Aidersgaie  street  student,  undet  Mr. ,  for  Kupposed  phthisis— had  sup- 
posed lumbago  nine  weeks  before. 

Miss  Miller,  disease  of  ten  weeks'  standing  for  two  months. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Barter,  two  mouths  and  a  half,  but  previous  pneumonia. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  ill  three  montha. 

Eliza  Gray,  ill  three  months. 

Mr.  Morgan,  slilcfa  in  back  three  months  before.    Ill  ever  since. 

The  Hev.  Mr ?  ill  upwards  of  three  months. 

Asl  hav«  not  leisure  to  coolinue  this  paper  at  present,  I  subjoin  the  fol- 
lowing memoranda  of  how  I  shall  proceed,  if  time  permit.' 

The  private  cases  being  in  great  detail,  and  in  general  features  ^reatlv 
tesembling  each  other,  ii  would  be  useless  to  give  the  whole  in  full. 
Therefore  pick  out  a  few  which  give  at  length,  as  general  types— for  in- 
stance. Miss  Miller,  Mr.  Morgan,  and  Sir  Clifibrd  Constable's  coachman — 
the  remainder  Insert  io  an  abbreviated  form,  together  with  such  of  the  out- 
patients of  St.  George's  as  1  can  recall  lo  memory,  though  I  have  lost  the 
notes  of  their  cases, — Show  that  I  used  meicury  in  all  degrees  of  intensity, 
so  as  to  ascertain  what  quantity  was  the  most  effectual,  but,  at  the  same 
lime,  least  injurious. — Show  (hat  I  always  used  opium,  in  full  proportion, 
with  the  mercury,  and  that  1  used  the  milder  aod  the  external  forms  when 
the  others  could  not  be  borne — thus  taking  especial  care  to  protect  the 
mucous  membranes.— Add  that  I  found  prompt  and  free  salivation  by  calo- 
mel aod  opium,  and  the  use  of  one  or  two  drams  of  ointment  on  each  groin 
and  axilla  night  and  morning  for  forty-eight  hours,  fin  conjunction  with  the 
other  remedies  presently  to  be  specified,)  produce  tne  most  rapid  and  saljs- 

'  It  will  bo  obierved  that,  from  (hi«  point,  the  form  of  private  notes  is  adapt«d. 
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factory  efleeU  or  Rbnorptian,  io  cases  vbere  the  djapacea  aod  fKioUkni 
seemed  lo  roe  mosi  ur^ot  and  dangerous,  ll  was  quite  cororoOD,  sod,  in 
fact,  occurred  in  ihe  niajoriiy  of  cases,  that  ibe  fluid  desceoded  one  thint, 
aod  siill  ortener  one  half,  dono  the  chest,  witbio  the  apace  of  foity-eigbt  lo 
■illy  hourstcatTyiog  nilb  it  the  eitreme  dyspuma  atid  faiDinesa,  to  the  girat 
teliefofihe  patient. 

Say  that  bliiters  were  used  from  the  first,  aad  that  the  following  becaou 
my  nettled  plan  of  managing  them.  One  blister  six  inches  long  and  ibree 
and  B  hair  broad,  eiciusire  of  margin,  was  placed  longitudinally  orer,  sod 
a  little  to  the  outside  of  the  angles  of  the  tiba,  leaving  apace  for  another  of 
similar  size  between  the  £iit  and  the  spine.  Great  oare  was  taken  not  to 
remove  the  cuticle,  (one  means  of  which  was  lo  cover  the  surface  of  the 
blister  with  silver  papei,^  as  this  forma  by  far  the  ijuickest  healing  plaster; 
but  aflet  about  foity-eigDt  hours,  during  which  the  raoniog  was  absorbed 
by  dry  napkini>,  carefully  prevented  from  adhering,  ii  became  requisite  to 
cover  ibe  whole  with  Ihe  mildest  seap-piaster,  spread  on  soft  calico,  lo  pre- 
vent the  cuticle  from  beiog  accidentally  abraded.  In  this  way  all  irritation 
prSmptIf  subsided,  that  is,  in  the  course  of  from  two  io4hree  days,  and  the 
patient  was  leady  for  ilie  second  blister,  which  was  placed  between  the  first 
aod  ihe  opine,  ll  was  similarly  treated  ;  and,  at  an  equal  interval,  a  ibird 
was  placed  in  front  of  the  original  one;  that  is,  rather  forward  in  Ibe  axilla. 
When  pain  indicated  the  possibiliiy  of  a  pleuritic  stiicb  in  any  part  of  the 
side,  it  IS  needless  lo  say  that  the  first  blister  was  placed  over  Ihatl— Say 
that  diuretics  are  conjoined:  viz.  squill;  sp.  felh.  nit;  juniperi  iodide  of 
poiassiuiD,  aod,  when-  there  ia  no  irritation  of  the  mucous  membrane,  the 
various  other  preparations  of  potass.  Digitalis,  by  creating  faiotness,  is  ant 
to  confuse  the  symptoms;  I  do  not,  therefore,  use  it  till  later.  When  all 
these  remedies  had  failed  for  twu  or  three  days,  and  dyspiKca  continued  as 
urgent  as  ever,  I  have  occasionally  used  a  powerful  hydragogue,  as  half  a 
grain  lo  a  graiu  of  elaterium.  combined  with  calomel  and  capsicum  to  pre- 
vent nausea;  or  the  pulv.  jalap  coiop.  Sy;  so  as  to  produce  ten  or  twelve 
copious  watery  evacuations  per  day,  stimulants  being  at  hand  in  case  of  any 
sinking  tendency.  The  effect  oftbis  has  on  several  occasions  been  perfectly 
satisfBciory,  absorption  in  the  cheat  having  now  made  rapid  progress.  I  de- 
rived this  idea  from  a  case  already  alludeato,  in  which  a  patient  had  an  ac- 
cidental hypercatbattis  to  the  amount  of  sixty  stools  in  two  days,  which 
emptied  ihe  chest  in  the  same  space  of  time.  The  patient  is  better  in  bed, 
both  because  it  fkvours  geoile  transpiration,  and  obviates  faiDtness. 

Remind  that,  hitberio,  1  have  been  Ireatio^a  case  in  which  the  dyspntei 
seemed  eminently  dangerous,  and  the  tnost  vigorous  use  of  remedies  conse- 
quently indispensable;  but  now  explain  that  fnconvenience  toineiimes  re- 
sulted from  hypersalivaiion;  for,  notwithstanding  an  immediate  suspension 
ol  Ihe  mercury  either  on  the  first  appearance  of  tenderness  of  the  gums,  or 
of  amelioration  of  the  symptoms — especially  the  dyspnoea  Jind  obvious  com- 
mencement of  absorption — untoward  salivation  would  occasionally  occur,  aod 
greatly  retard  the  convalescence.  Explain  ihat,  on  several  times  observing 
this,  and  having  reason  to  believe  that  the  patient  could  bear  the  dyspnCM 
■with  safely  for  some  hours  longer,  provided  he  were  prevented  fiom  risiog, 
V'bich  creates  fainioees,  (case  of  Mr.  Smith,  barrister,)  I  nsed  more  mode- 
rale  quantities  of  mercury,  being  content  to  afiect  the  gums  within  three  or 
four  days.  In  this  way,  the  action  of  the  remedy  was  easily  controlled, 
either  by  omitting  the  mercury  for  two  or  three  days,  if  its  action  threatened 
lo  be  considerable,  or  by  merely  diminishing  it  according  to  the  evidence  of 
Ihe  mouth  and  of  the  symptoms,  i  found,  however,  that  it  did  not  answer 
to  suspend  it  allogeiher,  but  that  a  continuation  of  it  daily  io  a  mild  form, 
as  a  blue  pill  ni^ht  aod  morning,  or  at  night  only,  for  the  purpose  of  main- 
taining the  first  impreaaion  for  s  period  of  two  or  three  weeks,  or,  io  short, 
until  all  the  disagreeable  symptoms  had  disappeared— was  aliended  with  far 
better  success.    Explain,  lortber,  that  the  great  acceleration  of  pulse,  which 
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Titn  commonly  to  ISO  or  ISO,  aod  in  youog  persona  even  to  150  or  160,  and 
which  is  alitoded  with  wfaac  rbe  pBiieat  calls  "  iateroal  TeTer,"  Ihirsl,  crav- 
ing for  cold  drinks,  and  drfoeas  Bad  heat  of  sIeld,  is  not  necessarily  a  resnlt 
offerer,  bat  ilia  necessarily  a  reaull  of  an«mia,  oecasiODed  by  the  deficiency 
of  oxy^uaaiioQ  from  Ibe  total  incapacity  of  one  luog  at  least.  Here  was  tbe 
error  made  by  Broussais,  nbo  supposed  ibis  to  be  fever,  and  put  his  parieot 
on  tbe  lowest  diet.  On  ibe  contrary,  acting  on  ibe  apposite  principle,  I 
always  supply  my  patients  with  at  least  one  or  two  pints  of  concentrated 
beef  tea,  or  plain  ox-tail  sonp;  and  if  the  stale  of  tbe  tongue  and  tbe  alimen- 
tary  canal  fully  autborises  ii,  1  permit  (heni  tender  old  mation  or  beef  for 
dinner-  On  this  Ireatmeni^  tbe  puise  and  "internal  fever"  rapidly  fall  in 
proportion  as  the  anteinia  disappears. 

Next  proceed  to  tbose  cases  in  which  hectic  is  establiBhed,  resulting  fot 
the  most  part,  I  should  imagine,  from  tbe  fluids  being  of  a  puriform  charaC' 
ter — for  after  a  month  or  six  weeVa,  aod  sometimes  miicb  earlier,  if  tbe  in- 
ilaramatioD  hare  been  very  intense,  it  assumes  this  character.  Allude  to 
the  opinion  pietly  prevalent  that  mercury  is  injurious  in  such  cases,  and 
say  that  I  have  not  found  it  so,  but  that  its  use  was  still  iodispenssble:  for 
I  nave  noticed  that  where  it  has  been  omitted,  contrary  to  my  wishes  and 
instructions,  a  recurrence  of  tbe  eSbsion  bas  taken  place,  notwithstanding 
Ibe  use  of  mineral  acids  and  (be  various  other  remedies  usually  considered 
available  against  hectic;  whereas,  on  resuming  mercury  wiih  opium,  and 
giving  the  mineral  acids  for  liectic,  I  bare  been  enabled  to  re^ore  metiers 
to  their  former  condition,  though  not  without  an  extra  shake  to  tbe  patient. 
One  of  Ibe  best  instances  of  this  was  presented  by  Sir  Clifford  Consiuhle's 
coachman.  Dwell  on  this  case;  say  thai,  after  acute  pleurisy  of  three  weeks 
I  saw  him,  and  the  chest  was  emptied  in  a  week,  but  the  mercury  ordered 
to  be  continued.  This,  on  my  taking  my  leave,  was  omitted;  and  as  he 
Memed  weak,  (viz.  merely  from  an»mia,)  he  was  ordered  ammonia,  brandy, 
and  olber  stimulants.  In  tea  days,  when  I  was  again  called  in,  bis  chest 
had  refilled,  and  be  now  had  a  most  violent  hectic  paroxysm  at  eleven 
o'clock,  A.  H.,  and  again  at  11  p.  h.  Each  of  ibese  thoroughly  drenched 
him,  and  during  tbe  extreme  heat  the  pulse  would  rise  to  150,  bein^  also 
barely  perceptible.  In  this,  I  saw  nothing  but  a  large  quantity  of  pus  in  tbe 
circulation,  which  nature  was  endeavouring  to  throw  oflf  in  ber  usual 
mauDer.  I  believed,  in  short,  that  ibe  fluid  in  tbe  chest  was  wholly  puru- 
lent. I  therefore  continued  tbe  mercury  and  hiisteis  in  moderation,  and 
made  free  use  of  the  mineral  acids,  which,  fortunately,  be  bore  perfectly 
well.  During  the  brief  intervals  of  the  hectic  paroxysms,  be  exhibited  that 
marked  relief  which  we  habitually  see,  and  bad  always  a  keen  appetite  for 
his  meals.  He  accordingly  tuok  as  much  multon-chop,  beef-steak,  or  roast 
or  boiled  mutton,  as  he  was  inclined  lo  take.  Under  this  ireaiment,  tbe 
chest  was  again  emptied  within  the  space  of  leo  days;  ihe  hectic  symptoms 
•lowly  gave  way  during  a  period  of  a  month  or  six  weeks,  and  I  dismissed 
him  convalescent  to  go  to  ihe  country.  I  may  add,  however,  thai  when  the 
hectic  was  nearly  gone,  sulphate  of  Iron  was  added  to  his  sulphuric  acid,  in 
order  to  co-operate  with  the  animal  food  in  removing  all  remains  of  ansmia. 

Dwell  likewise  on  tbe  case  of  Mr.  Morgan,  ei.  about  30,  who  was  not 
only  highly  hectic,  hut  had  also  slight  gas'ro-enteriiis.     I  continued  tbe 

fentle  external  ase  of  mercury,  allayed  the  irritation  of  the  raucous  mem- 
raneby  mild  antiphlogistic  means,  tc,  but  allowed  him  plain  veal  and 
ehickeo  hioih,  (hen  beef  tea  and  mutton  broib,  in  such  ijuaniities  as  I  found 
he  could  bear.  The  g astro-en tetit is  having  been  Ihus  prelty  well  subduedi 
he  became  lolerant  of  the  mineral  acids  and  sulphate  of  iron,  well  guarded 
with  taudnnum.  His  youth  rendered  the  progress  of  abjorpiion  more  rapid 
than  in  the  preceding  case,  for  the  fluid  all  disappeared  within  len  daye, 
with  eniire  relief  to  his  dyspnaa ;  aod  so  great  a  resioratioD  resulted  from 
the  new  supply  of  oxygen  and  removal  of  anemia,  that  a  week  afterwards 
he  came  in  a  eab  ftt)io  the  city  to  the  West-end  to  call  upon  me. 
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Ausculiators  should  be  careful  not  to  throw  away  their  chances  by  ne- 
glectioe  to  use  the  sleiho&cope.  Id  one  iosiance,  an  accomplished  pht- 
8icJBD,l)aTirig  eianiined  the  top  of  the  lung  and  fouod  it  dull,  wiib  ihe 
other  usual  signs  of  induration,  without  following  up  his  eiamioalioD  down 
the  whole  side,  took  the  case  Tor  pbibisis,  and  ordered  the  paiieot  to  the 
soutbem  coast.  A  coinmoa  friend  haring  mimicked  to  me  the  mode  of 
breathing  of  the  patient,  I  declared  at  once,  (for  his  imitations  were  most 
graphic,)  that  such  was  not  the  dvspncEa  of  phthisis;  and  as  1  knew  bim  not 
10  be  a  phthisical  subject,  aud  to  Dare  been  id  robust  health  Iwo  months  be- 
fore, I  entreated  of  out  friend  to  go  down  lo  the  patient  in  the  country  the 
same  afternoon,  and  not  lo  let  hiQi  stir  ((br  he  was  to  start  two  days  af^er) 
without  a  consultation  of  physicians.  I  declined  going -myself,  as  baring 
BugJiesled  the  measure.  Answer  was  returned  that  if  1  would  Dot  go,  he 
would  see  no  one  else,  as  he  had  originally  intended  to  hare  consulted  me. 
I  saw  him,  and  found  what  I  was  before  sure  of;  namely,  that  Ibe  whole 
side  was  full  of  fluid,  indicated  by  the  usual  symptom^  including  ansmia 
and  the  physical  signs.  I  flattered  him  that  we  should  empty  the  chest 
within  a  week  or  ten  days,  and  that  be  would  be  conralesceDi,  deo  Tolente, 
in  a  month.  So  it  happened,  though  mercury  could  only  be  borne  exter- 
nally, and  that  with  great  reluctance  on  the  part  of  the  patient.  His  coo- 
Talescence  was  somewhat  protracted,  in  conKequeoce  of  the  irritable  state 
of  the  mucous  membranes  rendering  them  incapabteof  beating  the  animal 
diet,  end  ferruginous  preparations  suitable  for  the  removal  of  the  anxntia. 
He  had  flying  pains  principally  below  the  region  of  the  heart,  but  these 
ceased  under  the  use  of  plasters,  especially  belladonna ;  and  he  has  enjoyed 
perfect  health  for  the  past  year. 

In  the  great  majority  of  rases,  an  attrition  murmur,  (always  most  percep- 
tible along  the  line  of  the  margin  of  the  lungs  from  the  heart,  curling  back- 
wards to  Ihe  bottom  of  the  lower  lobe ;  in  other  words,  below  the  axilla,} 
was  found  to  appear  as  the  fluid  disappeared  hy  absorption.  I  have  noticed 
that  ibe  longer  this  attrition  murmur  lasts,  the  beiierj  as  the  adhesions  are 
more  apt  to  be  of  a  loose  and  elongated  character,  which  I  infer  from  the 
patient's  recovering  complete  resouance  on  percussion,  and  complete  resio- 
raliou  of  respiratory  murmur  sooner  than  in  other  cases  where  Ihe  attrition 
murmur  lasts  but  a  few  days,  in  consequence,  probably,  of  the  adhetioDS  be- 
coming uairersal  and  close.  Whenever  the  latter  is  the  case,  the  patient 
may  lay  his  account  to  being  more  or  less  delicate  for  a  year  and  a  half  or 
so,  because  the  lung  requires  fully  this  time  slowly  to  stretch  the  adhesions, 
to  reacquire  her  natural  respiratory  murmur;  or,  if  this  should  never  occur, 
for  the  patient  to  gain  a  compensation  by  hypertrophy  of  the  opposite  lung, 
which,  meanwhile,  has  constantly  beeu  doing  vicarious  duty;  namely, 
brealhing  in  an  eiaggeraled  or  puerile  manner.  These  exquisite  ariange- 
menls  of  Providence  cannot  be  sufficiently  admired.  The  more  we  look 
into  them,  the  more  complete  we  And  them. 

The  lung  sometimes  reiuaias  permanently  condensed,  from  the  thickness 
and  urter  ineipansibiliiy  of  ihe  side;  and  dilatation  of  the  bronchi  mar  re- 
sult from  this  cause,  of  which  I  have  met  with  and  detected  four  or  more 
inslances.  Condensation  of  this  kind  is  less  frequently  attended  with  fall- 
ing in  of  the  side  than  in  cases  of  pleurisy  ;  for  the  opposite  lung  slowly  be- 
comes hypertrophous  and  fills  up  the  vacant  space,  advancing,  however,  into 
(he  opposite  side  of  Ihe  chest,  and  carrrying  Ihe  heart  with  it  in  either  direc- 
tion. Thus,  in  Peier  Parker,  an  out-patient  of  St.  George's,  the  heart  is 
protruded  almost  Into  the  right  axilla,  and  the  aorta  pulsates  an  inch  to  the 
right  of  the  sternum.  Lung  condensed  by  adhesion,  is  rarely  healthy. 
There  is  almost  invariably  a  slow,  wearing,  chronic  bronchitis,  which 
harasses  and  reduces  ^he  patient,  and  generally  curtails  his  eiisteoce. 
Parker  had  had  his  cough  for  ten  years,  and  be  was  an  emaciated  and 
decrepid  subject. 

Here  introduce  a  number  of  detached  observation:,  more  ot  less  original. 
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OD  TaTious  subjeeU.  Thus,  for  eight  or  tcD  years,  I  have  been  in  the  habit 
of  asking  ibequesiioD  of  all  respectable  patieAis  of  robual  consiitutiona,  who 
bad  been  aiiacked  wiih  pleurisy,  peripneumODy,  acuie  rheumaiism,  whelher 
they  were  id  ihe  habil  of  wearing  flaune],  or  not ;  to  which  ihey  geaerally 
answered  in  the  negative — the  common  reason  assigned  being,  that  they 
were  so  much  exposed,  that  ihey  could  not  veblure  to  pamper  (hetnselrea. 
I  recently  put  ihe  same  question  to  a  London  phj^sician,  and  he  gare  the 
same  answer  with  a  smile,  sod  "my  dear  friend,  it  is  iiiiposiible,"&.c.  He 
was  attacked  wiih  rigora  the  same  night,  and  had  a  severe  rheumatic  fever. 
[  do  not  quoie  Ihe  poorer  classes,  for  ihey,%]mosI  universally,  are  deterred 
from  wearing  Sannel  by  the  expense,  and  it  is  notorious  ibai  they  are  sub- 
ject (0  acute  iollammalioos  of  all  fcinds,  in  a  much  greater  proportion  than 
the  higher  classes.  Flaooel  is  al«o  highly  beneficial  to  chronic  affections  of 
the  mucous  membrane  of  the  lunga. 

Pleurisy  is,  after  rheumatic  fever,  one  of  the  most  fiequent  causes  of  peri- 
carditis—noi  endocarditis,  at  first— ihe  inflammation  being  propa^ced  to  the 
pericardium  by  contiguity  of  tissue:  if  eodocatdiiis  aupervene,  it  is  by  pro- 
pagation from  the  peri  to  the  endo-cardium- 

Diaphragmaiic  pleurisy  mav  occasion  agonising  pain  bj  interfering  with 
the  action  of  so  great  a  muscle  as  the  diaphragm.  It  ii  in  such  cases  that 
we  occasionally  see  the  patient  pot  oo  what  ii  called  the  sardonic  grin — a 
species  of  sympathetic  spa^ia  dependent  on  the  excito-motory  system  and 

In  some  convenient  part  of  ihe  paper,  give  a  brief  and  compact,  but  very 
clear  synopsis  of  the  signs  of  a  chest  full  of  fluid.  For  I  repeat  thai,  weU 
as  ihese  are  known  to  lyslematic  writers,  they  are  singularly  forgotten  and 
overlooked  by  practitioners.  They  ought,  therefore,  to  be  pushed  promi- 
nently forward  on  every  occasion.  Refer  likewise  lo  a  synopsis  of  ihe 
signs  of  anemia  in  the  essay  on  that  subject;  by  which  the  practitioner 
will  readilv  dislingaish  ihis  condition  from  ihat  of  fever,  for  which  it  has 
been  roislaten  by  Broussais  and  others. 

Wind  up  by  a  general  statement,  that,  if  Dr.  Stokes  has  cured  twenty 
cases  ranning  by  Mons.  Lugol'i  solotion  and  ointment  of  iodine,  together 
with  blisters  and  other  means;  and  I  have  cured  tbiriy-three  consecutive 
easesby  other  m?ans;Gfty-ihree  cases  curad  successively,  without  selection, 
afford  a  strong  presumption  lhat  all  really  curable  cases  are  curable  without 
'  paracentesis.  It  remains  lo  be  proved  by  experience  -whether  iodine  or  mer- 
cury be  the  less  injurious  to  the  constiiution.  I  have  myself  the  most  favour- 
able opinion  of  the  harmlessneaa  of  the  iodide  of  potassium  when  prelected 
by  starch—that  is,  a  little  bread  wiib  each  dose  ;  for  I  made  the  experiment 
of  giving  eigbt-grain  doses  against  ihree-^rain  doses,  in  two  hundred  cases, 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  which  dose  was  the  most  efllicacious.  The 
larger,  both  being  given  thrice  a  day,  succeeded  incomparably  the  belter, 
and  I  now  rarely  give  the  smaller. 

I  have  met  wiih  seven  or  eight  cases  of  cirtumscnbed  pleurisy,  and 


whenever  a  chronic  pleurisy  becomes  very  protracted,  I  am  not  sorry  t( 
a  puiulo-sanguineous  discbarge  take  place  periodically,  as  it  aencrally  i 
into  the  bronchial  tubes  ;  for  in  this  case  a  slow  process  orbealing  gene- 


lally  occurs,  and  the  palient,  in  a  fair  proportion  of  cases,  recovers.  I  have 
recently  discharged  one,  Henry  Wade,  who  appeared  to  me  to  have  had  a 
chronic  pleurisy  engrafred  on  a  previous  circumscribed  or  sacculated  one. 
The  history  of  the  chronic  one  is  developed  in  my  journal  in  the  utmost 
detail)  but  the  patient  also  informed  me  that  soine  months  before  he  had 
been  under  the  care  of  a  |)bysiciaD  in  Norfolk,  who  had  treated  him  for  six 
months  previously  for  a  discharge  of  half  a  pint  of  pu-,  mixed  wiib  blood, 
expectorated  once  a  day  from  the  bronchial  paasnges.  After  this  time,  he 
sent  him  to  London  lo  consult  me,  and  I  found  him  with  a  very  circum- 
scribed empyasraa  that  be  might  have  had,  obscured  by  general  empyttraa. 
'Thi&  having  h#«i>  removed,  (be  original  circumscribed  ampysemt  pointed  at 
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ihe  chest,  and  discharged  b^  two  or  ihree  apertures.  Wbao  the  discha^e 
was  free  by  the  apertures,  it  was  correspondingly  dimiuished  hj  ihe  bron- 
chial tubes.  Both  slowly  decreased.  The  circumscribed  empytenia  seemed 
to  descend  very  low  in  the  splenic  r^ioD,  and  after  nine  months  of  hospital 
atiendaoce  as  an  in-paiieni,  he  was  dismissed  without  diSchaige,  with  slight 
cough  and  in  general  good  bealih,  his  weight  being  at  le&et  twelre  stone, 
though  a  moderate-sized  roan. 

I  dischai^ed  a  patient  from  the  Mary-le-boue  Infirmarp,  cured  six  times 
of  circumscribed  empyiema  al^re  the  left  mamma,  and  openiug  into  the 
broDchi.    At  the  end  of  six  mouths  he  was  completely  well. 

In  another,  io  the  Mary-le-bone  lofirmary,  the  whole  length  of  a  probe 
could  be  passed  directly  into  the  chest.  He  recovered,  but  with  much  col- 
lapse of  one  side. 

A  third,  ia  the  Marr-le-bone  Infirmary,  a  boy  of  eighteen,  had  eflusion  for 
six  months.  My  colleagues,  in  cousultaiioo,  had  given  their  opiaioa  that  he 
was  tubercular.  The  operation  of  paracentesis,  iherefore,  was  negatived. 
The  opposite  lun^  was  soon  after  attacked  with  peripneumooy,  and  he  died, 
when  the  exemption  from  tubercles  was  proved.  I  did  not  then  understand 
an  efficient  ireaim^ Dt  Tor  fluid  in  the  cheEt;  and  was  therefore  an  advocate 
for  the  early  operaliou  on  the  principle  of  the  laie  Dr.  Thomas  Davies,  of 
Broad  street.  1  had  much  regret,  therefore,  respecting  this  case,  ihal-tbe 
uperatioo  had  not  been  performed.  One  feature  was  remarkable.  Andral, 
Broussais,  and  others,  recommend  that  patients  in  chronic  pleuritis  should 
he  kept  on  light  diet.  This  youih  ate  twelve  ounces  of  dressed  meat  at 
diuner;  eight  ounces  at  breakfast,  with  two  eggsj  tea  and  milk  ad  libitun; 
sixteen  ounces. of  bread  daily. 

Numerous  similar  cases  show  that  nature's  mode  of  performing  the  opera- 
tion is  incomparably  more  safe  than  paracentesis. 


Art.  it.— on  THE  PATHOLOGY,  PHYSICAL  SIGNS,  AND 
TREATMENT  OF  VALVULAR  DISEASES  OF  THE  HEART, 
IN  CONNECTION  WITH  THE  SOUNDS  OF  THIS  ORGAN.' 

BT  T.  H.  alOORG,  M.  R.  C.  9. 
Lute  Seentarr  to  irii  DuUia  U«tlco4niliargic>l  Sociely. 

The  following  case,  which  has  lately  come  wiibin  ihe  range  of  mr  obser- 
vation, I  hare  been  induced  lo  give,  not  merely  from  the  intrinsic  value  it 
possesses  as  being  linked  with  the. others,  by  the  symptoms,  physical  signs, 
and  morbid  appearances,  but  alsoou  account  of  other  pailiculaK,  which  can- 
not fail  to  sanction  its  iniroduciion  here. 

A  woman,  advanced  in  years,  ihe  mother  of  four  children,  was  brought 
into  the  hospital,  on  the  moroing  of  the  16tb  of  May,  with  both  legs,  feet, 
and  thighs  immensely  swollen,  presenting  a  florid  red,  glossy,  erysi  pels  tuns 
hue,  nearly  as  high  up  as  the  knees;  pitting  on  pressure;  of  such  weight 
that  it  was  wiib  pain  and  much  difficultly  they  could  be  moved.  There  was 
an  expression  of  great  distress  and  anjieiy  in  her  countenance;  lividiiy  of 
the  lips  and  cbcelis;  a  tinge' of  bile  on  the  coojoociiTa;  turgeseence  of  the 
jugular  veins,  with  distinct  undulaiory  or  pulsatory  motions,  very  remark- 
able for  the  regularity  uf  their  succession  io  those  of  the  right  side  of  lbs 
neck.  No  degree  of  uniformity  between  them,  tbe  cardiac  impulses,  and  the 
arterial  pulsations,  could  be  ascertained  with  precision,  or  in  a  satisfactory 
manner;  their  persistence,  whether  in  erect  or  recura bent  posture,  was  noted; 
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witb.  a  diminmion  in  their  sireogth,  and  almoEl  total  disappearance  ,od  the 
left  side,  io  the  former  position.  Her  brpatliing  is  laboured  to  bb  eitreme 
degiee,  accompanied  wilh  eitraordioary  aclioo  of  ihe  Ihoracie  muscles; 
rattling  in  the  iracbea  and  Ihorai,  sensible  to  the  ear  and  loach.  She  sits 
propped  up  in  bed,  and  ohtainsbui  sbort  ioterrapied  iotervals  of  nleep;  has 
lost  iier  appetite;  passes  but  a  small  quantity  of  urine,  and  is  irregular  in  her 
bowels. 

Phyticnl  SignM  of  Chest  emd  B^eart.— Percussion  over  and  beyond  the 
limits  of  cardiac  region  elicits  a  very  dull  sound,  exteodinK  beyond  the  atcr- 
Dum  to  the  right  side;  the  heart's  impulses  can  be  felt  in  the  cardiac  region, 
not  riolenl  nor  forcible ;  on  the  contrary,  wealc,  but  tolerably  extensive,  ibe 
shock  being  communicated  lo  the  touch  orer  a  lets  circumscribed  »pace  than 
that  observed  in  health,  A  strong  vibratory  thrill  is  imparted  to  ibe  palm 
of  (he  hand,  proceeding  from  the  vibration  of  air  and  mucus  in  the  bronchial 
tubes,  intermixed  wilh  that  resulting  from  the  blood's  passage  through  ibe 
cavities  of  the  heart.  Dnrinp;  the  act  of  suspending  the  respiration,  the 
sounds  of  this  organ,  previously  inaudible,  and  aliogetber  obscured  by  the 
lesplraiory  phenomena,  became  so  far  distinct,  thai  their  action  was  re- 
ported to  be  eiieDsivefy  heard.  Beneath  the  mammte,  and  within  the  pre- 
cincts of  the  prseordiat  region,  the  first  and  second  sounds,  the  entire  of  the 
heart's  rhythm,  are  go  much  coofused,  masked,  or  replaced  by  a  constant 
]oud  whizzing  or  rasping  murmut,  that  it  is  impossible  to  distinguish  be- 
tweea  them  individually,  or  recognise  ihem  collectively :  with  each  impulse 
and  veoiricular  contraction  it  commences,  aod  progresses  wilh  brishness, 
roughness,  harshness;  and  at  the  monteni  it  should  cease  with  the  diastole 
of  the  heart,  and  the  second  sound  succeed,  a  tepeiiiion  of  these  physical 
signs  takes  place :  a  relroceding,  regurgitating,  whizzing  murmur,  less  vijot- 
ons,  less  forcible  in  its  intensity,  and  possessing  less  of  those  characteristic 
featores  of  the  former,  becomes  developed,  and  is  communicated  to  the  ear; 
at  the  termination  of  which  the  heart's  impulse  succeeds,  the  ventricular 
contraction  follows,  accompanied  by  the  rushing' or  whizziog  murmur,  not 
nnlike  the  soand  produced  by  the  rasping  of  the  crust  of  bread,  occupying 
the  entire  of  the  Grat  sound,  masking  the  second,  and  obliterating  the  inter- 
val which  natnially  intervenes.  At  the  upper  part  of  the  sternum,  and 
under  the  clavicles,  the  second  soond'is  audtUe,  though  feeble;  not  so  clear, 
baving  lost  much  of  its  energy,  and  not  possessing  thai  sharp,  well-defined 
"claquein^t"  so  peculiar  to  it.  Each  aiterial  and  valvular  "clack"  is  pre- 
ceded by  a  bellows  murmur,  resular  in  its  succession,  and  constant  in  its 
intensity,  but  less  distinct  than  tliat  heard  in  the  pnecordial  region  ;  seem- 
ingly continuous  with,  or  a  prolongation  of,  these  sounds,  and  gradually 
dimmishing  as  we  approach  the  fuurchetle  of  the  steiDum.  Pulse  96,  full 
and  regular,  counted  io  carotids ;  il  cannot  be  felt  at  the  wrist  on  account  of 
the  (Edema ;  percussion  over  Ihe  posterior  part  of  tbe  right  side  is  dull ;  the 
physical  signs  indicaie,  in  addition  to  acute  broocbiiis,  eitenaive  congestion 
and  cedema  of  the  pulmonary  tissue,  witb  an  accumulation  of  fluid  in  th« 
left  pleural  cavity. 

The  abdomen  is  swollen,  from  the  quanttly  of  fluid  in  the  peritoneal  sac, 
a  sense  of  fluctuation  is  afforded  on  percussion,  and  the  true  condition  of  the 
abdominal  viscera  rendered  difficult  to  asceiiain.  The  tirer  feels  hard,  en- 
tailed, indurated;  its  sharp  edge  thickened  and  rounded.  Tbe  intestines 
are  distended  with  flatus. 

Hillary.— For  rwo  years  she  has  been  subject  to  a  chronic  catarrh,  and 
has  for  many  months  suffered  from  pains  in  tbe  left  side,  palpitations,  flut- 
teiings,  and  other  symptoms  of  deianged  circulation  ;  the  distress  occasioned 
by  the  dyspnna,  violent  palpitations  excited  by  veiy  trivial  causes,  agooislng 
pains,  and  prajcordial  oppression,  has  been  much  increased  within  the  last 
few  months.  The  swellings  appeared  for  the  first  time  six  weeks  since,  in 
the  feet  and  legs,  spreading  upwards  towards  the  thighs  and  abdomen. 
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finally  exleodiiig  over  Ihe  upper  extremilJEB,  aod  produciog  tbat  state  of 
misery  in  which  she  was  brought  into  hospital. 

Two  days  after  ibis  report  was  takeo  she  difd. 

Autopty. — The  serous  cavities  of  the  abdomen  and  chest,  left  pleura  ia 
particular,  coutaiaed  light  straW'CoIouted  fiuid  ;  the  quauiity  in  the  rorioec 
exceeding  four  or  five  qufirit ;  that  id  the  latter,  a  pint. 

The  hearl,  when  eiposed  by  laying  open  the  pericardium,  occupied  tha 
mesial  line,  and  eocroached  conBiderably  oti  ihe  light  pleural  carity,  in  coQ' 
sequence  of  its  enormous  dimeasiuns  from  the  increased  capacity  or  ih« 
tight  veoiriele  and  auricle;  on  irs  anterior  surface  is  one  of  those  while 
patches  so  frequently  seen,  occupying  in  its  ejlenl  the  cireumfereDce  of  half 
a  ctowD.  The  veins  are  euorniouslv  turgid,  those  on  postefior  aspeclj  tn- 
versing  from  base  to  apex,  particularly  so.  The  heart  is  very  flabby.  The 
eiterior  of  the  right  ventricle,  which  is  considerably  augmented  in  its  trans* 
verse  and  perpendicular  diameter,  prfsents  a  yellowish  marbled  colour,  tra- 
versed by  turgid  bloodvessels;  whilst  the  left,  compBratively  small,  eSbrdi 
a  specimen  of  two  rare  pathological  alterations.  As  the  heart  lay  in  the 
perieardhim,  two  circumscribed  purplish  or  livid  patches  attracted  our  no- 
tice; one  situated  about  an  inch  and  a  half,  the  other*  few  lines,  from  the 
apex.  The  superior  one  larger,  in  close  pcoximity  to  the  septum,  does  not 
exceed  the  size  of  a  sixpence  ;  whilst  the  smaller  of  the  two  might  be  caveied 
by  a  fourpeuny  piec^.  The  pericardium  corres ponding  to  eacb  is  more 
opaque  and  dense  than  that  covetiog  the  rest  of  the  ventricle.  Two  distinct 
indentations,  similar  to  those  which  may  he  produced  by  punching  it>  the 
muscular  substance  of  the  ventricle  with  the  knuckle  of  Ihe  fureflnger,  were 
visible  ou  the  anterior  part  of  the  left  venlricle;  corresponding  to  wbicb, 
aod  the  dark-coloured  patches,  the  muscular  fibres  of  this  cavity  were  so 
thin  and  atlenuated,  that  the  interior  ot  the  ventricle  could  he  felt  by  the 
introduction  of  the  finger  into  either  of  these  depressions  or  indentations. 
0:1  first  inspection,  it  was  supposed  a  perforation  bad  occurred  near  the 
apex ;  such,  however,  was  not  the  case.  By  examining  from  the  interior  of 
the  ventricle,  it  was  evident  that,  from  the  absorption  and  attenuation  of  the 
muscular  fibres  of  the  ventricles  interposed  between  Ihe  endo  and  peri-car- 
diora,  two  pouches  bad  fonned,  which,  when  distended  with 'blood,  or  pro- 
truded by  meaos  of  the  finger,  constituted  two  circumscribed  troe  aneurism* 
of  the  venlricle;  in  one  of  which  was  contained  a  dark-coloured  fibriooni 
coagulura,  being  entangled  between  the  fleshy  columns  enciicling  the  sac, 
and  distinct  from  olher  coagula  in  the  ventricle. 

The  pericardium  can  be  detached  with  the  greatest  facility,  and  removed 
from  the  surface  of  both  ventricles,  by  exerting  a  slight  degree  of  tractioo. 
The  muscular  substance  of  the  ventricle,  excepting  the  two  places  described, 
is  hypertrophied,  but  of  a  pale  colour,  separable  Into  distinct  laminie  by  mak- 
ing a  transverse  section,  raising  the  fibres,  and  drawine  them  from  apex  to 
base;  thus  three,  four,  or  even  more  plates,  or  layers  of  fleshy  fibres,  can  he 
removed,  pale  and  flabby,  but  increased  in  thickness. 

It  seems  probable  that  the  ["ellular  tissue  separating  the  muscular  fibres 
had  become  infiltrated  with  serum,  participating  in  the  tBderaatous  sonditioo 
of  the  cellular  tissue  dilTused  over  the  body  ;  such  a  supposition  becomes 
justified,  from  the  colour  of  the  right  ventricle  appearing  to  originate  ic  a 
sub-pericirdiac  infiltration  into  the  cellular  tissue,  scattered  amongtt  and 
serving  to  connect  the  muscular  fibres  together — from  the  muscular  fibres 
themselves  being  flabby  and  attenuated — the  Beshy  columns  being  thin  and 
numerous—and  from  these  not  being  sufficient  ro  account  for  the  tumefied 
appearance  and  obvious  augmentation  in  the  volume  of  this  viscus. 

The  auricles,  rightand  left,  more  especially  the  former,  are  increased  in 
the  capacity  of  their  chambers  to  double  or  treble  their  usual  size.  Veoc 
cava;  dilated,  gorged  with  blood;  coals  somewhat  thickened;  parietes 
of   auricivs  hyperirophied ;    appendices  enlarged,  and   muaeuli   pectinati 
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lengthened;  the  endo-cardiuni  of  the  left  is  increased  in  density,  opaque, 
and  easily  detached  from  the  muscular  6bres. 

The  right  auriculo-veatricular  aperture  is  of  enormous  size,  dilated  to 
nearly  double  its  general  measuremenL.  The  teadiDous  ring  is  sufficienilf 
distinct.  The  tricuspid  Tahes  arc  inadequate  to  effect  the  closure  of  the 
orifice,  two  thirds  being  ihickeoed,  in  their  perpendicular  mt-asureinenis, 
with  fibrous  prorniueaces  oo  their  surfaces  and  borders.  The  left  auriculo- 
TeDtricuIsr  apcrlure  and  mitral  valves  are  similarly  affected,  but  not  to  the 
aame  amouat. 

The  pulmonary  valves  are  healthy ;  those  of  the  eurta  of  a,  deeper  red  in 
their  colour,  but  retaioing  their  trsaspareQcy  ;  a  slight  increase  in  their  den- 
sity was  noticed.  The  calibre  of  ibe  arch  is  dilated.  Steatomalous  depo' 
■itiODs  pervade  the  interior  of  Ibe  aorta,  and  may  be  seeo  io  greatest  number. 
at  some  distaece  from  the  valves.  Not  far  removed  from  one  of  these,  there 
has  been  deposited  a  quantity  of  fibrin  beneath  the  serous,  between  it  and 
the  muscular  coat.  Advancing  from  the  ascending  and  Irausverse  portions 
of  the  aorta,  the  coats  were  found  more  healthy. 

The  superior  pans  of  the  nhatyoi  and  laryax  are  of  a  deep  red,  approaching 
to  a  purple  hue.  The  epigloiiis  less  elastic  than  natural ;  its  mucous  mem- 
brane of  a  violet  colour,  thickened,  and  velvety  feel.  The  rima  gloilidis 
appears  nanoired  in  its  antero-posierior  diameter;  no  ulceration  could  be 
delected. 

Head. — From  three  10  four  ounces  of  limpid  serum  was  effused  between 
the  arachnoid  and  dura  mater,  also  between  the  arachnoid  and  pia  mater; 
abundant  at  the  base  of  the  brain,  at  the  superior  part  of  the  spinal  column, 
and  in  the  vert.-bral  theca. 

In  the  floor  of  the  third  ventricle,  anterior  and  ioferior  to  the  ori6ce  of  the 
iter  a  lerlia  ad  quartum  venlriciitum,  a  second  orifice,  distinct,  smooth, 
sbd  circular,  attracted  my  alleuiion  in  this,  as  well  as  on  two  previous  occa- 
sions, in  brains  nal  affected  by  disease.  lalo  this  orifice  the  point  of  en  ordi- 
nary sized  director  can  be  introduced,  which,  taking  the  course  of  ihe  canal, 
proceeds  upwards  and  backwards,  beneaih  the  'floor  of  the  aqueduct  of  SiU 
viuB,  and  thai  of  iDe  fourth  ventricle,  on  the  superior  surface  of  the  pons 
varolii.  Passing  downwards  and  backwards  between  the  processes  a. cere- 
bello  ad  testes,  still  preserving  the  mesial  line,  it  gradually  contracts  in  size, 
and  seems  to  terminate  in  a  species  of  cul-de  sac,  at  a  short  distance  above 
the  posterior  spinal  fissure,  with  which  it  was  ai  first  supposed  to  be  con- 
tinuous; but  more  minute  examination  did  not  ratify  ihid  supposition,  as  iKe 
continuation  of  the  canal  could  not  be  satisfactorily  ascertained.  On  three 
sepsrate  occasions  have  I  been  foiled  io  tracing  a  direct  communication  be- 
iweeo  the  two,  and  establishing  an  immediate  connection  of  one  with  the 
other,  but  have  succeeded  in  observing  that  a  minute  fissure  leads  from  the 
apparent  termination  of  the  canal.  This  canal,  when  laid  open  in  its  entire 
extent,  from  the  floor  of  the  third  veotricte,  posterior  to  the  infundibulum,  to 
its  lerminaliOD  behind,  describes  a  curvilinear  course,  is  circolar  in  its  calibre, 
and  presents  a  smooth,  polished,  glistening  internal  surface,  being  lined 
throughout  its  entire  extent  tiy  serous  membrane ;  Its  parieies,  varying  from 
one  lo'lwo  lines  in  thickness,  consist  of  a  layer  of  cineriiious  and  medullary 
substance,  inclosed  between  two  laminx  of  serous  membrane. 

Obsebvationg. — It  is  unnecessary  to  remark,  that  we  possess  in  ibis  case 
more  than  an  ordinary  amount  of  instruction;  but  in  commenting  on  some 
of  the  leading  features  during  life,  and  Ihe  palhologLcat  chanijes  observed  in 
the  autopsy,  it  will  be  more  profitable  to  inquire  iu  a  cursory  manner — 

Isi,  Into  the  similarity  existing  between  Ihe  symptoms,  physical  signs, 
ant]  pathology  of  this  esse,  and  those  noticed  in  others,  as  Illustrative  ofihe 

Sd,  Into  Ibe  probability  of  thoRe  physical  signs  having  originated  in,  and 
being  produced  by,  the  aneurisms  of  the  veoiricTe,  and  the  liahiliiy  of  the  one 
being  mistaken  for,  and  confounded  with,  the  other,  from  such  coincidence. 
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Sd,  Whether  Che  aUeDaatioD  of  the  parietea  of  the  veDirJcle  to  those  two 
circumscribed  spaces,  tvhich  was  coodncire  to  the  fortDalion  of  the  aneii- 

TJsmal  puuahes,  resulted  froni  eo  inflainmaiory  ntlack  of  the  inuscalar 
structures,  preceded,  was  coerat  ifith,  or  consequeol  opon  the  morbid 
changes,  progressiog  in  the  vaWalar  siroclilres. 

From  the  combination  of  two  oi  reams  lances,  permaDect  patency  of  the 
auriculo-Tetiicicular  apertures  resulted — first,  from  a  dilatation,  an  iacrease 
in  the  circumfereoces  of  the  orifices;  secoadly,  Tram  relractioo  of  the  ral- 
vulat  tissues,  aod  coQ«equent  deficiency  .in  their  length;  diseases  in  them- 
selves sufficieoi  to  account  for  the  presence  of  the  physical  signs — llie  mask- 
iog  of  the  entire  of  the  heart's  rhythm,  heard  in  the  prfficordial  region,  by  a 
load  whizzing  marmur  or  constant  buzz.  Boi  herein  we  are  enabled  to  de- 
tect a  very  striking  dlssiniilariiy  between  the  auscultatory  pheaomena  and 
those  recorded  in  the  preceding  cases;  inasmuch  as,  at  no  period  of  tbe  ei- 
aininatior),  nor  by  resorting  lo  those  mantEUvres  and  experiments,  as  far  as 
her  deplorable  condilioD  permitted,  were  we  able  lo  observe  a  remission  or 
intermission  in  (he  vigour,  the  intensity,  the  regularity  and  asperity  of  those 
phenomena,  so  obvious  and  so  constant  in  the  olhers,  as  to  be  considered 
one  of  the  characteristics  of  this  disease,  and  deemed  almost  pathogoomtiiiic 
of  its  existence. 

We  have  recorded,  it  is  true,  a  marked  difference  between  the  harshnen 
and  loudness  of  the  abnormal  murmur  accompanying  the  ventricular  eoa- 
traction,  and  that  heard  during  its  diastole.  In  the  description  given,  it  bag 
been  noted,  that  the  sound  communicated  to  the  ear  gave  origin  to  the  idea 
that  "tbe  retrocediog,  regurgitating  whlzzitig  murmur,  less  vigorous,  less 
forcible  in  its  intensity,  and  possessing  less  uf  the  characteristic  features  of 
the  former,"  (vide  report  of  physical  signs,  dec.  drc.)  proceeded  from  areBm 
of  blood  through  the  anriculo  ventriculsr  orifices. 

That  this  description,  though  virtually  correct,  must  be  at  variance  with 
our  physiological  knowledge  of  tbe  successioo  of  phenomeifa  composing  the 
bean's  rhythm,  and  if  not  commented  on,  must  lead  to  confusion,  requires 
not  a  second  consideration ;  instead,  therefore,  of  being  led  astray  by  ibe 
sounds  communicated  lo  the  ear,  and  attributing  this  train  of  phenomena  (o 
the  regurgitated  current  produced  during  tbe  ventricular  contraction,  and  io 
conjunction  with  the  aoeurismatic  condition  of  the  left  ventricle,  chiefly 
instrumental  in  causing  the  loud  rasping  murmur,  we  must  in  preference 
aspribe  it  to  the  succeeding  column  of  blood,  passing  over  an  uneven, 
roughened  surface,  immediateli'  aOer  the  subsidence  of  ihe  muscular  con- 
traction;  continuing  during  trie  diastole  of  the  ventricles;  occupying  the 
bean's  interval  of  repose  ;  being  propelled  forward  io  part  by  tbe  action  of 
the  auricles,  but  chiefly  by  its  own  unopposed  gravity. 

Let  us  now  inquire  whether  these  aneurisms  were  antecedent  to,  coeval 
with,  consequent  on,  or  subsequent  to,  the  disease  of  ibe  valves.  The  two 
first  inquiries  may  he  disposed  of  by  our  confessing  that,  tbiough  want  of  a 
sufficient  number  of  cases  and  consequent  experience,  a  perfect  silence 
must  be  maintained ;  but  til  objecting  to  trace  their  origin  to,  and  refusing 
to  Bcijuiesce  in  any  opinion  which  may  attribute  these  aneurisms  loa  dis- 
orgaoisniion  of  the  valves,  it  is  but  right  to  stale  that  this  opposition  bai 
been  grounded  on,  and  the  inference  drawn  from,  the  eilreme  rarily  of  the 
coexistence  of  these  afieciions,  which,  if  viewed  in  the  light  of  cause  and 
effect,  ought  to  retain  a  greater  comparative  frequency  ihan  bas  hitherto 
been  recorded. 

In  searching  after  the  predispoefng  and'determining  causes  of  this  disease, 
pathological  examination  and  ocular  demonstration  direct  our  attention  to 
the  existence  of  acute  inflammation  oT  the  serous  and  muscular  structures  of 
this  viscus  at  some  previous  period  ;  but  In  recalling  lo-mind  Ihe  difTereat 
divisions  of  inflammairon ;  the  various  changes  effected  by  each,  in  diSereol 
pans  uf  thu  animal  economy  ;  the  hardening  and  softening ;  the  thickening 
and  thinning;  the  increase  and  decrease  of  volume,  in  organs  whose  alrac- 
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torec  accantely  correspond,  we  must  rsTeil  to  the  effects  of  tbat  slow, 
iDsidiouH,  sabacuie  ioflammatDry  process  on  oiber  parts  of  ihU  organ,  to  be 
enabled  lo  offer  a  satiBfaclory  ezpiaaation. 

During  the  progress  of  this  iaflammatory  action,  we  have  had  frequent 
opportunities  of  attesiiag  that  tlie  muscular  fibres  become  weBbeoed  and 
flaobjr ;  decreased  in  bulE  and  energy ;  yielding  during  this  atrophying  pro- 
cess to  the  force  of  Ibe  circulating  current;  end  dilating  the  cavities,  in 
thus  yielding  during  each  act  of  propelling  the  bloud  into  Ibe  arterial  system. 
From  an  exeess  of.  inBerTatiooi  from  a  predominance  of  this  enfeebled, 
thinned,  attenuated  condition  of  the  fibres  in  two  or  more  circumsciibed 
spaces,  and  tbetr  consequeat  inability  to  ofier  further  resinianre  to  the  cii- 
culaiing  column  of  blood,  they  either  give  way,  are  absorbed,  or  form  on 
Tariouspoiiionsof  Ibe  heart's  surface  those  aneurfsmal  sacs,  ioio  the  interior 
of  which,  the  blood  entering  as  it  passes  through  the  carily  of  the  venlricle, 
a  gradual  distention  of  ita  walls  lakes  place,  until  ip  the  course  of  time  it 
may  have  atiaioed  a  size  equaling  the  normal  dimensions  of  the  heart. 

That  these  pouches  did  not  originate  in  rnplurej  nor  ulceration  of  the 
flbres,  consequent'  on  ibe  formation  of  an  abscess  in  the  subsianre  of  the 
veoiticle,  may  be  inferred  from  Ibe  unioierrupied  continuity  of  the  fibres 
after  the  remoTingof  ibe  lining  membrane  of  the  aneurisro,  the  endocardium 
ventricle,  and  there  being  none  .of  ihe  dis^nguishiog  maiks  af  a  former 
abscess. 

I  can  well  conceiee  thai  if  this  aneurismal  affection  of  Ihe  parieles  of  the 
ventricle  had  existed  per  »e,  and  Ihe  auriculo-veniriculai  valees  had  re- 
mained sound,  we  should  have  bad  symptoms  precisely  the  same,  and  phy- 
sical signs  differing  bai  slightly  from  those  described,  a«  the  attendant  pbe- 

Bf>meDa  of  permanent  patency  of  the  sper "'"■"   ''^   ''"  "" 

excrescences  on  tbe  surface  of^  ihe  TaWes.' 
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Rigby't  Midtnifery.' 

The  advent  of  the  volume  before  ua  was  announced  in  a  late  number  of 
this  Journal.  It  was  published  in  London  as  a  part  of  Tweedie's  "  Library 
of  Medicine,"  and  is  certainly  equal  to  any  of  the  volumes  that  have  pre- 
ceded it.  Il  is  wriiien  sensibly  and  clearly,  and  the  author  is  aware  of  most 
that  has  been  done  in  the  important  department  of  medical  science  embraced 
by  It.  We  can,  consequently,  aiiongly  recommend  it  to  ihe  praciidoner  and 
Btudenl.  The  general  anatomy  and  physiology  of  uteio-geslatioo  dnd  ftetal 
eiislence  are  ably  treated — subjects  sadly  neglected  itt  many  of  our  obste- 
trical works.  Bol  few  of  the  diseases  of  the  childbed  slate  are  touched 
upon — they  ate  puerperal  fevers,  phlegmatia  dolens,  and  puerperal  mania. 

The  work  is  divided  into  five  parts:— Pari  1.  Embtacing  the  Anatomy  and 

*We  hire  liken  Ibe  liberty  of  connideribly  iharteniDg  Ihii  paper:  If  Ihe  resder 
■boald  perceive  »ny  want  of  perspicuilj,  he  will,  therefore,  plo«»e  lo  allributa  il  lo  us. 
—Ed.  Gas. 

lA  System  of  MFdwifery,  wiOi  namerou*  «oad.cuU.  By  Edward  Rigbv,  M.  □., 
Physician  to  Ibe  Geoaiml  Lving-in-Hcipilal,  Lecturer  on  Midwifery  ■!  Si.  Bsrttaolo. 
mew's  Hospkal,  Sto.  tee.  With  notes  and  >ddilionBl  illuitrdions.  8vo.  pp.  491. 
Philad.1841. 
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Physiology  of  Uuro-geslatioD ;  Part  2.  Natural  Pregnancy  and  its  doia- 
tions;  Part  ill.  Euiocia  or  Natural  Pariorition;  Part.lV.  Midwifery  Open- 
tioQs ;  aod  Part  V.  Dystocia  or  Abnormal  Parturition. 


MISCELLANEOUS  NOTICES. 

Dr.  Mandl  on  tke  Chemical  Anaty»i»  of  the  Blood  in  a  Pathological 
State.'— Dr.  Mandl  hai  coDlributed  lhr«e  ven  elaborate  papers  to  the 
Archires  de  Medicine,  for  tbe  tatter  mooilis  of  laat  year,  on  this  very  diffi- 
cult but  very  important  and  iDteiestJog  subject. 

Tbe  Jirtt  is  occupied  with  a  review  of  tbe  ouroeroua,  and  from  their  dis- 
cordaoce  oDen  bewildering,  stalemeots  of  diSerent  chemists  and  physio- 
logists as  to  the  composition  and  the  relative  qualiljes  of  the  most  ob'iooi 
cooatiiUeots  of  the  blood — Uie  Gbrine,  the  globules,  and  the  Gerum.  There 
ii  still  mueh.coBtrariety  of  opinion  on  this  subject,  and  we  art  far  from  bar- 
ing arrived  at  any  recognised  exactitude  of  knowledge.  Perhaps  the  very 
attempts  which  have  been  made  of  late  years,  since  chemistry  has  made  so 
much  progress,  to  obtain  loo  minute  analyses  of  the  animal  fiuids,  ha*  re- 
tarded and  impeded  our  progiess  in  our  pbysiologicat  acquaiBtance  with 
ibem,  alike  in  a  healiby  and  in  a  morbid  condition.  To  be  a  useful  animal 
chemisi,  the  experimenter  mast  be  a  practical  physician  at  the  same  timei 
and  wu  cannot  expect  to  obtain  any  important  reiults,  unleu  the  varioui 
changes,  which  are  induced  on  the  Quids  by  disease^  are  attentively  exa- 
mined aod  duly  appreciated  by  the  bedside  of  the  patient,  as  well  as  aher- 
wards  ia  tbe  laboratory.  To  select  one  out  of  many  proofs  that  Mere 
eberaisiry  can  do  but  little  for  humoral  pathology,  we  may  allude  to  Ibe 
circumstance  of  the  two  principles,  albumen  and  Gbrine,  being  recognised 
to  consist  of  tbe  same  chemical  elements  in  nearly  the  same  proportions, 
while  at  the  same  time  every  ooeknows  how  drCferenl  are  tbe  phenoniena 
which  they  exhibit  in  the  chemistry  of  the  jiving  body.  And  if  we  wished 
to  show  the  discrepancy  of  authors  on  the  relative  proporiirins  of  the  difiereet 
elements  of  the  blood  during  health,  we  have  only  to  mention  that,  accord- 
ing to  Lecanu,  there  are  about  three  parts  of  fibriue  in  one  thousand  parts; 
whereas  Berzelius  estimates  the  proportion  at  less  than  one  part;  Fourcroy, 
as  varying  from  1  to  4;  Davy,  as  H;  Nasse,  as  24;  Mflller,  at  nearly  5  (in 
the  blood  of  the  ox} ;  and  MM.  Andral  and  Gavarrel,  at  3.  Well,  therefore, 
may  Professor  Glacomini  assert  in  a  recent  paper,  (v.  Gazette  des  HOpitaoi, 
No.  20,  1840,)  that  "  if  we  compare  the  numerous  tables  on  the  compositioa 
of  the  blood,  published  in  works  on  cheraistiy,  we  do  not  find  two  that  are 

If  from  the  chemical  analysis  we  proceed  to  the  physiological  inierpreta- 
tioQ  of  ibai  most  common  phenomenon,  the  coagulation  of  the  blood,  wc 
'  find  as  much  discordancv  of  opinion  at  on  the  relative  proportion  of  tbe 
fibrioe.  Some  have  attributed  it  altogether  to  the  blood  beiog  at  rest,  and 
have  therefore  ascribed  its  Buidity  to  (be  circumstance  of  it  being  con- 
stantly in  motion  during  life.  Bnt  how  then  shall  we  explain  the  fact  of 
the  entire  mass  remaining  perfectly  fluid  within  the  vessels  in  some  cases 
of  sudden  death,  and  of  the  contents  of  a  veyi  or  artery  in  any  iniermediate 
portion  of  the  tube  between  two  ligatures,  and  thus  kept  in  a  state  of  com- 
plete repose,  not  becoming  coagulated  ? 

Oibeis  have  sought  for  a  reason  of  the  phenomenon  in  tbe  refrigeration  of 
tbe  blood  when  it  is  drawn  from  the  body.    But  numerous  experiments  have 


■  MedlcoXhirnrgicil  Rericw,  Jniy,  1841.  p.  176. 
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sbovn  that  this  idea' is  quite' uotensble ;  seeing  that  Ihe  process  actually 
goes  on  more  quicklv  if  ihe  'temperature  of  the  blood  is  kept  lo  the  heat  of 
the  living,  body,  and  that,  on  the  oib.er  hand,  it  is  oooEtderably  retarded  if 
the  tempersiure  is  rouefa' reduced.  He^Eon  has  even  proved  (hat  the  blood 
after  being  frozeo  and  again  thawed  will  coagulate,  as  usual,  into  a  solid  and 
a  fluid  porlioQ. 

Then  as  lo  the  influence  of  the  alniospbere  on  the  process  of  coagulation, 
various  eiperimenis  have  been  at  diflereDl  limea  made  (o  aacettain  the 
effects  of  wilbdrawiDg  its  pteuure,  by  iDiiodaciDg  a  vesJiel  full  of  ficsb- 
drawQ  blood  under  the  bell  of  ao  airpump;  but  hilberto  no  seiisfactoVy  con- 
clusions have  been  drawn  from  these  expertmeDts;  difierent  leeulis  haviDg 
been  obtained  by  different  men. 

Then  again,  it  has  been  supposed  by  some  that  the  eoagOtation  of  the 
blood  out  of  the  body  is  somehow  connected  with,  if  not  defiendeDt  upon, 
the  disengBgement  of  gaseous  elements  flora  its  mass.  Home  and  Scuda- 
more  have,  for  eiatnple,  attached  much  importance  to  the  escape  of  car- 
bonic Bci<l;  but  Dr.  Davy  has  Subsequently  denied  its  influence  altogether; 
and,  indeed,  might  we  not  well  ask,  how  does  the  blood  not  every  niomeol 
coagulate  in  the  lungs,  seeing  that  there  is  a  constnnt  evolution  of  this  very- 
gas  doring  respiration?  p 

Dr.  Mandl  sums  np  his  observations  on  this  subject  in  these  words: — 
"What  then,  up  to  the  present  Moment,  is  the  result  of  all  the  chemical  ex- 

Serimenis  which  have  been  made  to  explain  the  coagulation  of  the  blood'? 
lone,  absolutely  non^.  How  are  we  to  account  for  the  blood,  contained  in 
tbe  jugular  vein  of  a  dog,  rabbit,  remaining  liquid  for  some  hours  in  a  pot-' 
lion  of  the  vessel  which  has  been  separated  from  the  rest  by  means  of  two 
ligatures^  and  subsequently  removed  from  the  body  of -the  animal?  The 
coagulation  is  retarded  upder  Euch  circumstances  by  cold.  Bui  when  the 
vein  is  opened,  the  blood  coagulates  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  minutes. 
Now  how  are  we  to  explain  these  pheDomena  ?  We  must  confess  that  we 
are  utterly  unable  lo  do  so.  This  experiment  h  quite  conclusive  against  ibe 
idea  that  coagulation  is  owing  to  the  blood  being  at  rest,  as  well  as  against 
that  which  attributes  it  to  the  influence  of  refrigeration." 

Dr.  Mandl  subsequectly  alludes  to  (he  influence  of  cer:aia  chemical  sub- 
stances, when  mixed  with  fresh-drawn  blood,  in  retarding  the  process  qf 
coagulation.  These  sabslanees  either  precipitate  tbe  albumen  and  Sbrine 
in  the  form  of  molecules,  which  do  not  afterwards  coalesce,  or  ihey  hold 
these  elements  in  chemiL-al  solution.  For  example,  by  means  of  sulphuric 
acid  we  may  obtain  a  solution  of  blood ;  but  we  have  no  right  to  say  that, 
under  such  circumstances,  we  have  prevented  the  coagulation  ofthe  fibrine. 
With  one  short  eilracl,  which  seems  to  us  to  suggest  a  useful  distinction, 
Treshall-:lose,ourTemBrkson  this  subject.  .  .  .  "In  studying  the  phenomena 
of  the  coagulation  of  tbe  blood,"  says  Dr.  Mandl,  "  we  ought  to  distinguish 
two  moments  or  circumstances  which  are  very  different  from  each  other: — 
the  first  is.  the  solid itication  or  precipitation  of  the  dissolved  fibrine  ;  and  the 
second  is  the  contraction  of  ihis  Gbrine  newly  solidified.  This  contraction 
of  Ihe  fibrine  may  take  place  in  Ihree  or  four  minutes,  or  it  may  require 
several  hours,  according  to  the  refrigeration,  ihe  evaporation,  the  force  of 
the  jet,  the  greater  or  less  quantity  of  ihe  blood  drawn,  iha  external  tempe- 
rature, the  humidity  of  the  air,  &c.  dbc.  Now,  auihoia  have  always  con- 
founded this  second  moment,  the  contraction,  with  tbe  first  moment,  the  pre- 
cipitation; and  yet  these  two  phenomena  are  as  distinct  fl-om  each  other,  as 
ihe  precipitation  of  a  salt  and  its  crystallisation.  When  Hunter  wished  lo 
•xplain  Ihe  process  of  coagulation  by  attributing  it  to  the  conlraclioo  which 
is  observed  to  take  place  in  the  fibiine  as  in  muscular  tissue,  he  used  to 
say — Ihis  tnuat  contract,  because  it  rfoe«  contract;  he  thought  only  of  the 
second  act  ot  moment  of  the  process."  ....  We  proceed  now  to  offer  some 
remarks 

On  Ihe  Formation  of  the  Buff  0>o(.— -Without  entering  at  all  upon  the 
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ditputes  of  difietent  cbemnta  as  (o  the  natare  of  Ibe  bafly  coat,  we  mtf 
merely  state  that,  Tor  all  practical  purposes,  it  may  be  admitted  that  it  m 
part  of  the  fibrine,  beld  in  loluiioa  m  the  blood,  aad  deposited  free  from  any 
admixture  of  red  globulus.  Tlie  simple  and  beautiful  enperimeot  of  Hew- 
■on  Droves  tbis  very  disiioctly :  by  remoTiog  wiib  a  spoon  tbe  upper  coloar- 
kidt  layer  of  tbe  blood,  be  observed  ihat  ihe  buffy  coat  is  quickly  formed  ia 
this  decBDted  serum. 

If  we  DOW  inquire,  what  is  the  cause  of  this  deposition  of  pan  of  the  pure 
Bbrine  of  tbe  blood  od  tbe  surface  of  the  clot,  in  ceriaia  forma  of  disease,  a 
great  iTumber  of  most  eiiimafale  authors  tfill  at  once  answer,  "a  greauT 
than  usually  slowness  in  the  net  of  cosnilsiion."  But  another  set  of  aathori, 
whose  names  are  entitled  lo  as  mncn  credit,  assert  tbe  very  eootraiy,  and 
distinctly  maintain  that  ibis  process  actually  goes  on  more  quickly  tbaa 
usual,  wben  the  bufly  tioat  is  formed.  For  example,  Andral  sod  Por^t,  in 
their 'recent  memoirs,  state — "the  stiparation  of  the  blood  into  its  solid  and 
fluid  portioos  takes  place  rapidly  in  plethora  and  in  inflammatory  diseases, 
as  daily  observation  testifies." 

We  cannot,  therefore,  assent  to  th«  opinion  tbM  the  farmaiion  oF  the  hnffy 
coal  is  owing  to  a  retardation  in  the  process  of  coagulation.  Neither  can 
we  ascribe  it,  as  some  bare  done,  to  a  mere  excess  in  the  quannty  of  the 
fibrine  existent  In  the  blood  {  foi  it  has  been  amply  shown  -by  seTCfal 
writers,  that  not  unfrequently  the  blood'contains  an  unusual  quantity  of  this 
eonsiiiuent,  and  yet  no  bufy  coat  is  formed  on  its  surface. 

M.  Ma^endie,  in  his  lecenl  work  on  the  physical  pbenomeira  of  life,  en- 
deavours tu  eipisia  the  diffirulty  by  ascribing  the  bufiy  coat  to  "one  of  tbe 
most  simple  and  best  understood  physical  pheooniena,  the  rdaiive  grtTiiy 
of  the  globules  and  of  the  fibrine;  the  former  faaviug  a  greater  specific 
gravity  than  the  latter,  tend  to  fall  to  Uie  bottom  of  the  mass,  and  thus  the 
fibrine  collects,  inore  or  less  exempt  from  itieoi,  at  the  tutfase." 

This  explanalioD  may  be  correct ;  but  certainly  the  premises  on  which  it 
ia  founded  have  not  been  pmred.  We  do  not,  for  example,  know  for  a  cer- 
tainty that  there  is  any  31teraIJun  in  tbe  specific  gravities  of  the  Bbrine  and 
of  the  globules;  and  we  should  also  remember  that  it  i*  part  only  of  tbe 
Gbiine  that  collects  at  [be  surface,  while  suothef  part  sinks  down,  and  en- 
t|ngles  in  lis  meshes  the  globules. 

M.  Mandl  proceeds  to  expound  his  own  Ttews  on  ibis  qaeslion.  Tbe  fol- 
lowing extract  will  enable  our  readers  to  understand  tbe  scope  of  his 
researches. 

..."  Every  one  is  agreed  in  admitting  that  in  the  formation  of  tbe  buSy 
coat,  the  red  globules  are  precipitated  before  the  fibrine  is  coagulated.  Now 
00  what  does  the  formatino  of  this  bufly  coat  depend  1  we  answer,  on  all 
those  circumstances  which  tend  to  favour  ikis  precipitation  of  the  globules 
before  tbe  cosi^ulation  of  tbe  fibrine.  Among  these  circamsiances  we  may 
first  mention  the  specific  gravity  of  tbe  serum.  Whatever  renders  tbe  serum 
lighter  than  usual,  may  give  rise  to  the  formation  of  the  bufiy  coat,  since  tbe 
globules  are  then  precipitated  more  quickly  than  usual.  Again,  tbe  blood 
and  the  serum,  when  oooleit,  are  more  dense  and  heavy  than  when  they  are 
warmed ;  and,  therefore,  whatever  tends  to  keep  tbe  blood  either  warm  or  to 
cause  it  Io-<-ool,  will  have  tbe  effect  of  oo  the  one  band  favouring,  and  oa 
the  other  baud  of  retarding,  the  foTmation  of  the  buffy  coat.  By  aiteDding 
to  these  circum stances,  we  can  explain  the  resolts  of  numerous  experiments 
which  we  find  recorded  in  the  writings  of  various  authors,  but  which  ate 
otherwise  not  easily  intelligible.  The  small  interrupted  stream  from  a 
small  openio^  in  n  vein,  the  vessel  into  which  Ibe  blood  is  received  being 
shallow,  cool,  and  held  at  a  distance  from  ihe  arm,. a  cool  state  of  the  atmo- 
sphere, ilcc.  Ac,  are  so  many  circumstances- which  are  unfavourable  to  tbe 
Jrancke  formation  of  the  bufly  coat." 

In  illustration  of  bis  views.  Dr.  Mandl  states-  that,  from  Wirioui  experi- 
ments, we  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  specific  gravity  of  the  blood  in 
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inflammktory  diteues  is,  in  ipite  of  ■  greater  qnenlity  of  fibrins  contaiDed 
in  it  tliaii  usual,  some  what  lower  than  in  health.  He  appeal*  to  the  writing^e 
of  Thackrab,  Scudimore,  Babinglon,  and  Dary,  in  proof  of  ihis  aBieriion. 
Naaae,  alio,  of  Boon,  in  ilia  recent  work— Ueber  das  Blut,  1836— diitinctljr 
atatea  that  the  haSj  coat  ii  iironger  in  proportion  as  the  specific  gravilv  of 
the  blood  is  lets,  and  that  it  forms  with  much  greater  difficulty  on  blood 
that  is  very  dens?. 

If  it  be  now  asked,  to  what  is  this  diminution  of  the  grarity  of  the  blood 
in  infiBmmstorT  diseases  owing,  H.  Denis  (Etudes  Ghirajques  sur  te  Stag) 
tells  us  that  Lbere  is,  under  sucb  circumstances,  a  deficiency  of  the  usual 
qriantity  of  the  albumen,  and  of  the  saline  roattere  diMolred  in  the  serum. 
This  statement  has  not,  bowerer,  been  confirmed  by  the  subsequent  re- 
aearehes  of  MM.  Andrtl  and  Gavarret,  nor  by  those  of  M.  Lecann. 

It  is  not  improbable  that  the  specific  gravity  of  the  globules  themselvea 
ma^  Tary  a  good  deal  under  different  circumstances  j  but  as  yet  we  have  no 
aaiisfactory  data  oo  this  subject. 

Of  Blood  deficient  in  Fibrifu.~la  not  a  few  diseases  is  tbe  blood  found 
in  what  has  b«ea  called  a  dissoWed  state,  more  than  usoallr  liquid,  its 
coagulum  being  soft  and  imperfectly  formed,  and  its  watery  portion  more 
than  Qsuslly  sbundani.  Such  is  the  ease  in  almoM  all  malignant  fe*ers,  in 
scurvy,  in  purpura,  dec.  dtc. 

Let  Ds  consider  the  state  of  the  blood  in  scurry  for  a  few  minutes.  It  is 
admitted  by  all  auihors  who  bare  seen  much  of  this  disetae,  that  there  ia 
not  only  a  marked  deficiency  of  its  fibrioe,  but  also  a  very  considerable  in- 
Giease  of  the  alkaline  salts  of  the  blood.  Now  what  is  tlie  effect  of  these 
sails  on  the  coagulation  of  bealtby  blood? — to  retard,  or  even  to  prevent  tbe 
pioceH  altogether.  Dr.  Mandl  seems  to  think  that  we  are  not  to  infer,  from 
ihis  condition  of  tbe  blood,  that  there  is  necessarily  any  considerable  dimi- 
nution in  its  normal  proportion  of  fibrine,  but  only  that  ihis  element  is  held 
in  solution  in  such  a  manner  that  it  is  not  easily  precipitated  from  tbe  other 
elements  of  the  mass. 

Out  informatioo  is  at  yet  reiv  defective  as  to  the  existing  pro>orlioDS  of 
the  saline  mailers  of  the  blooa  in  those  other  diseases  where  the  blood  is 
known  to  he  more  than  usually  thin  and  diffluent.  It  is  worthy  of  notice 
that  the  commiltnre  of  putrid  animal  matters  with  healthy  blood  has  nearly 
-■--  — e  effect  upon  it,  as  the  addition  of  a  quantity  of  an  alkaline  salt — 
the  coagulation,  and  to  cause  the  mass  to  remain  more  fluid 
Whether  tbe  blood  becomes  actually  impregnated  nitb  any 
,iic  particles  in  typhus  and  other  naliguaoi  fevers,  is  not  easily  de- 
termined ;  but  certainly  there  is  nothing  improbable  in  the  supposition. 

"  We,jegret,"  say*  Dr.  Mandl,  "  that  we  do  not  possess  more  complete 
analyses  of  the  blood  in  typhoid  fever.  Is  the  fibnne  actually  diminished 
in  quantity  t  and  is  the  proportion  of  the  saline  ingredients,  or  of  the  albu- 
men, which  in  our  opinion  produces  anali^us  effects,  at  all  increased? 
As  yet  we  do  not  accurately  know ;  but  it  may  be  readily  understood,  from 
what  we  have  previously  staled,  that  we  must  be  on  our  guard  in  at  once 
concluding  that  there  must  necessarily  be  ■  diminution  of  the  actual  quan- 
tity of  tbe  fibrine  merely  from  the  amount  of  it  obtainable  from  the  coagulum. 
M.  Denis  positively  attribute*  the  defect  of  coagulability  and  the  other  dif- 
ferences of  the  blood  in  typhoid  fever  to  an  augmentation  of  its  saline  iagrt' 
dients." 

Dr.  Mandl  next  alludes  to  the  alleged  changes  of  the  globules  of  the  blood 
in  disease. 

"  We  shall  now,"  says  be,  "  inquire  how  &r  circumstances  may  influence 
Ibe  proportion  or  relative  quantity  of  the  globules  in  our  examinations  of  the 
blocHJ,  and  shall  allade  more  particularly  to  tbai  condition  of  tbe  blood 
where  the  coagulum  ia  found  to  be  more  than  usually  soR  and  unadberent, 
because  it  is  preciaely  in  such  a  case  that  experimeDters  have  discovered  an 
abnormal  proportion  of  the  globules. 

3t 
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"  To  dettimine  the  proportion  of  ihe  globules  i«  Mty  qoaiiity  of  blood,  we 
livide  it  into  two  parts;  in  one  of  wbieh  we  aBceTiain  the  qoaotitv  of  (be 


weight  of  the  fibriae  so  obtained  from  the  weight  of  the  coagulam,  in  the 
other  porlioD  of  blood  ptevioutly  dried.  Now,  the  fibrine  briag  oftea  unuai- 
ally  soft,  it  will  be  found  to  be  *er;  difficult  to  separate  it  eompletetv ;  and 
hence  the  praporiion  of  the  globules  will  ofleu  be  estimated  aa  coDsioeraMy 
higher  than  ia  normal,  ia  consequence  of  a  portion  of  the  fibrine  reniBioiBg 
in  union  with  Ihem. 

"Again,  we  hare  previously  seen  that  a  firm  and  well -contracted  ca«^- 
1am  contains  a  large  proportion  at  globulea,  and  that,  as  a  certain  qutBiiiy 
of  them  escape  our  analysis,  the  exact  amonnt  of  this  proportion  is  apt  to  be 
understated.  On  the  contrary,  in  a  eoa^um  which  is  son  and  dots  boI 
retain  its  globules  eo  Srmly,  the  proportion  of  these  globules  is  apt  to  be 
estiiaaled  too  highly.  It  results  from  our  observations,  that  the  more  quickly 
that  the  fibrine  coagulates,  the  less  will  be  the  quantity  of  it  (the  fibrine) 
that  is  found  united  or  associated  with  the  globnles;  and,  on  the  contrary, 
the  more  slowly  that  the  fibrine  coe^lates,  (be  larger  will  be  the  quantity 
•fit  (bat  is  found  with  the  globules:  in  other  words,  the  relative  proportion 
of  the  globules  will  be  diminished  in  the  first  instance,  and  increased  in  the 
second.  Now  the  presence  of  saline  matters,  which  retard  the  coagulation 
of  the  blood,  must  produce  on  the  one  band  a  Hoft  coagnlum,  and  on  the 
other  hand,  an  apparent  increase  in  the  proportion  of  the  sloboles." 

MM.  AadrsJ  and  Gavariet  have,  in  tlieir  recent  memoirs  on  the  changes 
of  the  blood  in  various  diseases,  characterised  the  second  class  in  ih«r 
homotal  nosology^  as  that  in  which  the  proportion  of  the  fibrine  of  the 
blood  ia  olten  diminished,  while  that  uf  the  globules  i*  ofleo  increased.  In 
thii  class  they  have  arranged  all  the  tribe  of  continued  fevers  upon  what 
we  consider  to  be  very  insufficient  information.  For  other  observers,  as  Dr. 
Reid  Clanny  and  Dr.  Jenninga.  have  expressly  stated  thaij  according  lo 
their  researclies,  there  ia  a  notable  diminution  in  the  proportion  of  the  glo- 
bules of  the  blood  in  these  very  disesses.  The  question,  therefore,  stilt  re- 
mains undecided.  Indeed  much,  very  much,  requires  to  be  done  before  we 
can  assure  ourselves  of  having  arrived  at  any  exact  conclusions  on  many  of 
the  apparently  most  simple  questions  connected  with  the  physiological  and 
pathological  conditions  of  the  blood." — Arekivet  Generalet  de  A'  "  ' 


On  the  Treatment  of  HamoptytU  with  Tartrate  of  Anttmony.'—Jt 
might  at  first  be  presumed  that  the  tartrate  of  antimony,  in  cootequeoce  of 
its  vomitive  action,  should  rather  aggravate  then  anest  the  spitting  of  blood 
from  the  lungs ;  but,  from  the  observatiaos  of  Sioll,  it  appears  that  thia  b 
really  not  the  case.  The  following  instance,  among  many  others,  related 
by  the  illustrious  physician  of  Vienna,  is  well  worthy  of  notice. 

"  I  remember,"  says  he,  "  to  bate  had  under  my  care  a  young  Turk  wha 
had  been  seized  with  bilious  fever  and  with  profuse  hemoptysis.  I  imme- 
diately ordered  him  a  vomit.  The  attendants  were  frighteoed  at  the  pre- 
scription, and  most  anxiously  awaited  the  eSecis  of  the  medicine ;  being 
afraid  that  the  hemorrhage  would  be  greatly  increased  by  the  effeeia  ot 
vomiting.  But  no  sooner  liad  ibe  patient  rejected  a  large  quantity  of  bile 
fiom  bis  stomach,  than  all  traces  of  the  hemorrhage  ceased,  and  he  reco- 
vered WLiboui  any  return  of  iL" 

After  citing  numerous  similar  cases,  Stoll  remarks :— "  Vomentes  Be  gnt- 
lam  sanguinis  rejecetunt,  quasi  ipsa  emeiiis  hisntia  pulmonnm  vaaa  qnovis 
auiilio  citius  atqne  efficacius  stnngeret;  et,  vomitu  jam  peraeto,  nut  nihil 
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omoiDOMDgaiiiia,aat«jusDODDiBipiuctimquid  per  iDtervallaetBdezignutn 
umpDB  com  pa  rail." 

It  should  be  BUted  thkt  Stoll  Bcems  (o  have  employed  this  mode  of  treat- 
ment oalj  io  cases  of  hfflmoptysis  accompanied  with  bilious  BjmpiomB,  and 
■eldom  in  ihose  where  there  waa  aof  ntarbed  predispositioa  to  pulmonary 
eonsuniptioD. 

Several  wriierBsubaequently  bare  adopted  the  emetic  treatment  of  hcemop- 
tysis,  and  very  different  results  seem  to  have  been  obtained  in  the  hands  or 
different  physicians;  for  while  some  sirODgly  approve  of  it,  others  as  ener- 
ntically  coodemn  it  As  a  general  rrmark,  we  m^  stale  that  ipeeaeuanha 
ba«  usually  been  preferred  as  an  emetic  in  cases  of'^pulmouary  hemorrhage 
to  any  of  the  preparations  of  antimony ;  ibe  former  drug  being  supposed  to 
posses!!  a  peculiar  astringent  properljr  on  the  vessels  of  toe  lungs. 

M.  Nocat,  one  of  the  physicians  of  the  HOtel  Dieu  at  Fails,  however,  has 
of  late  been  using  the  tartrate  of  antimony  in  numerous  cases  of  the  disease, 
and  reports  most  favourably  of  iis  effects.  He  has  used  it  not  only  when 
the  stomach  and  liver  were  evidently  at  fault  at  the  same  lime,  but  also  in 
many  instances  where  there  was  no  disturbance  of  the  digestive  organs,  and 
where,  therefore,  the  only  indication  was  to  airest  the  discbarge  of  blood 
from  the  chest. 

Cata.—A.  man,  thirty  years  of  age,  waa  admitted  into  the  H6lel  Dieu  on 
the  third  day  of  an  attack  of  hemoptysis,  which  had  resisted  bleeding  from 
the  arm,  and  the  use  of  other  remedial  means ;  it  was  the  first  attack  of  ihe 
disease  which  he  had  ever  experienced. 

The  symptoms  on  his  admission  were  well  narbed :  frequent  cough,  with 
the  expectoration  of  frothy  sanguineous  sputa;  mucous  and  sub-crepitaot 
raU  over  the  summit  of  the  right  lung  (percussion  gave  a  dull  sound  at  this 
spot);  sense  of  heat  in  the  ehest,  and  dyspncea;  pulse  frequent  and  rather 
strong.  There  were  also  symptoms  of  considerable  gastric  disturbance— 
aneb  as  a  coated  tongue,  hitter  taste  in  the  moaih,  nausea,  &.e. 

An  emetic  of  lartiate  of  aotimooy  was  oidered ;  the  stomach  symptoms 
were  quickly  relieved,  and  ihe  spilttng  of  the  blood  entirely  ceased. 

The  tecond  case  is  very  similar,  and  the  third  one  was  silll  more  severe. 

A  middle-aged  woman  was  seized  with  a  second  attack  of  hsmoplysis, 
which  had  already  continued  for  foar  days  before  M.  Nonat  saw  her.  The 
previous  attack  bad  occurred  two  years  tiefore,  and  had  lasted  for  nine  dayt 
before  the  hemorrhage  euiirely  ceased.  An  antimonial  emetic  was  at  once 
ordered  her ;  it  caused  her  to  vomit  three  or  four  times  freely ;  at  the  expii^ 
of  a  few  hours,  the  sputa  ceased  to  exhibit  any  trace  of  blood;  and  from  tbia 
time  they  were  nearly  colourless. 

After  mentioning  another  successful  case,  M.  Nonat  then  adduces  the  his- 
tory of  other  two  cases,  in  which  the  emetic  practice  failed  altogether  in 
ai  resting  the  sanguineous  expectoration.  In  one  of  these,  the  patient  was 
evidenlfy  labouring  under  tubercular  phthisis  in  an  advanced  stage;  the  first 
dose  of  the  emetic  seemed  to  produce  little  or  no  effect  on  the  pulmonary 
hemorrhage;  bnl  on  being  repeated  a  few  days  subsequently,  it  was  dis- 
tinctly increased,  aod  considerable  difficulty  was  experienced  in  subduing  it. 

M.  Nonat  candidly  admits  that  the  exnibiiion  of  emetics  in  a  case  of 
hasmoptyais,  where  we  have  reason  to  suspect  ulceration  of  the  lungs,  ia 
scarcely  warraotable,  and  he  very  judiciously  adds,  that  the  practice  is  best 
•aited  to  those  cases  of  the  disease  In  which  the  hemorrhage  is  of  au  active 
nature,  and  is  accompanied  with  the  molimen  hemorrhagicum. — Bulletin 
de  Tkerapeulique. 

Remariei. — We  have,  for  several  years  past,  been  in  the  habit  of  employ- 
ing the  tartrate  of  aniiraony  in  the  ireaimem  of  hemoptysis ;  bat  rather  m 
small  doses  repeated  at  short  intervals,  than  in  full  doses  as  an  eraeiic.  For 
example,  a  grain  and  a  half,  or  two  gTaina  of  the  salt,  may  be  dissolved  in 
eioht  ounces  of  water,  and  half  au  ounce  of  syrup  of  poppies  added  to  the 
solution  ;  of  this  mixtun,  two  table-spoontftil  should  be  given  every  two  ot 
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three  hours.     We  can  confidently  recommead  this  practice,  both  foi  iti 
safelT  apd  iCa  efficacy.— Aev. 

M.  Troutttau  on  Tracheotomy  in  Chronic  Disease!  of  the  Larynx.'— 
Professor  Trousseau  has  now  performed  this  operation  ia  113  cases — in 
eight  only  of  which  was  it  resorted  to  for  chronic  disease  of  the  lary  ni.  He 
ascrilies  the  frequent  failure  of  the  operetioa  to  ibe  too  small  size  of  the 
canuln  employed  before  the  lime  of  M.  Breionneau,  his  revered  preceptor. 
He  himself  has  recommended  and  inlrodaced  the  use  of  a  dilator,  which 
much  simplifies  Ibe  operation,  rendera  the  ligature  of  the  divided  blood- 
vessel* almost  unnecessary,  and  greatly  facitilatea  the  introduction  of  the 
canula  into  the  larynx. 

But  sllhougb  the  operation  mav  he  simplified,  it  must  always  be  regarded 
a*  of  serious  moment,  and  should  never  be  resorted  to  without  absolute  ne- 
cenity.  For  even  when  the  death  of  the  patient  cannot  be  attiibnted  to  the 
aperatioD,  there  is  in  many  cases  after  its  performance  a  marked  tendency 
to  the  Bupervenlion  of  some  acute  disease  of  the  lungs,  which  generaUy 
proves  fatal. 

Of  the  eight  eases,  in  which  M.  Trousseau  performed  tracheotomy  in  con- 
sequence of  chronic  diseases  of  the  larynx,  two  died  from  rapid  pneumonia. 
He  attributes  ibis  tendency  to  pulmonic  in&ammstion,  which  is  apt  to  foUoir 
the  performance  of  the  operation,  to  the  stasis  or  coogeslion  of  the  blood  in- 
duced by  ihe  embarrassment  of  the  respiration.  It  would  seem,  however, 
from  his  own  statements,  that  this  predisposition  to  a  rapidly  fatal  pneumonia 
is  not  greatest  in  those  cases  where  the  ayspocea  has  been  mobi  severe  be- 
fore the  operation,  and  moreover,  that  in  such  cases  the  rolief  obtained  is 
often  Hs  decided  and  as  permaoect  as  in  other  instances,  where  the  difficulcr 
of  breathing  has  not  been  so  great.  He  has  reported  several  cases  in  whien 
he  has  performed  the  operation  succcsBfully  on  children  when  the  aaphviia 
was  already  complete,  and  life  seemed  to  be  utterly  extinct;  and  to  these 
mav  be  added  a  very  extraordinary  instance  which  occurred  in  the  practice 
of  M.  Brelonnesu.  This  distinguished  practitioner  being  celled  to  operate 
on  a  child,  had  the  misfortune  of  seeing  it  expire,  to  all  appearance,  U^fore 
the  preliminary  incisions  were  completed.  M.  Bretoaoeeu,  however,  with- 
out delay,  opened  the  larynx,  introduced  a  canula,  and  practised  artificial 
respiration,  At  the  end  of  a  few  minutes,  the  child  began  to  breathe,  and 
at  length  became  completely  resuscitated.  A  few  days  subsequeoiljr  it  was 
again  seized  wiih  great  difficulty  of  breathing ;  this,  however,  was  ultimately 
relieved. 

M.  Trousseau  relates  a  case  which  is  very  similar  in  many  respects  lo 
this  one.  In  June,  1839,  Count  B.  consulted  him  for  a  loss  of  his  voice. 
His  constitution  had  been  a  good  deal  injured  by  irregularities  of  living,  as 
well  as  by  syphilitic  disease  ;  and  for  the  preceding  four  years  he  had  bees 
subject  to  epileptic  fits.  His  voice,  for  a  year  or  two  before  it  was  entirely 
lost,  had  been  thick  and  indistinct.  M.  Trousseau  was  inclioed  at  6tsI  to 
consider  the  aphonia  to  be  owing  to  a  chronic  infiammaiion  of  the  latv ni, 
and  recommended  ihe  local  application  of  a  solution  of  the  nitrate  of  silver, 
and  of  the  insufflation  of  a  powder  consisting  of  calomel  and  sugar,  along 
with  the  use  of  antiphlogistic  remedies,  blisters  lo  the  throat,  &e. 

No  relief,  however,  was  derived  from  this  mode  of  treatment;  indeed,  (he 
symptoms  became  worse.  An  active  syphilitic  iieatment  was  therefore 
commenced ;  but  in  about  a  fortoight  afierwsids  the  patient  was  suddenly 
seized  with  a  fit  of  suffoitation.  MM.  Marjolin  and  Cruveilhier  were  called 
into  consultation,  and,  as  both  these  surgeons  regarded  the  case  as  one  of 
syphiliiic  disease,  the  same  remedies  were  continued,  aJoug  with  the  bleed- 
ing from  the  arm,  and  the  ioseition  of  a  seion  in  the  neck.     The  following 
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nighi  and  day,  the  Bympiams  of  wphyzia  yiete  terrible,  and,  as  the  patient 
seemed  erery  moment  atwul  to  be  safibcaled,  ii  was  reaolved  to  perfona  the 
opeiatiOD  of  laryngolomy.  Before,  howeTer,  this  could  be  done,  the  respira- 
tion bad  celled,  Ine  pulMtioQS  of  the  heart  could  scarcely  be  felt  or  heard, 
and  the  palieDt  had  all  the  appearance  of  a  dead  man ;  oo  blood  flawed 
from  the  wound,  aod  when  the  cauola  wai  iolrodnced,  no  respiratory  move- 
ments followed. 

By  first  compressing  the  chest  with  great  force,  and  pulling  down  the 
vdges  of  the  ribs,  so  as  to  empty  the  lunge  of  ihe  air  Ihey  coniaioed,  and 
then  drawing  ihem  ap,  as  in  a  deep  inspiration,  the  air  entered  the  canula 
with  force.  These  maDCBUvres  were  continued  for  nearly  leo  minulei,  be- 
fore the  pulse  al  the  wrist  could  be  felt.  The  ariiScial  respiration  was  per- 
severed 10  fur  fifLeen  minutes  more ;  sod  then  the  action  of  the  heart  and 


arteries  was  fairly  re-established.  Ten  mioules  later,  the  face  was  slightly 
coDTulsed ;  and  soon  afterwards  an  attack  of  general  eclampsia  succeeded, 
during  which  the  air  was  drawn  to  with  great  riolenee  into  the  chest,  ana 
this  was  followed  by  a  slate  of  stupor.  la  an  hour  and  a  half  after  the 
operation,  the  patient  recovered  his  consciousness.  From  this  moment, 
every  thing  went  on  well;  the  canula  was  changed  twice  every  day,  and 
Ihe  distress  in  breathing  gradually  became  less  and  less.  In  the  month  of 
December  (the  operalioD  had  been  performed  in  ibe  toiddle  of  August)  Ihe 
patient  appeared  to  be  perfectly  well,  although  he  still  wore  Ibe  canula.  At 
this  period,  the  larynx  was  found  to  have  acquired  nearly  double  its  usual 
volume,  and  the  angle  formed  at  the  meeting  of  the  two  thyroid  plales  had 
become  veiy  obtuse.  When  ihe  canula  was  closed,  do  air  passed  thiough 
the  larynx  from  the  tbroal.  The  diagoosis  therefore  was,  that  a  tumour 
existed  in  the  larynx,  which  would  ultimately  prove  falal.  The  degluiition 
began  about  this  time  to  be  impeded ;  and  at  leneth,  in  the  following  May, 
(he  poor  patient  died.    A  cancerous  tumour  was  found  on  dissection. 

The  embarrassment  in  such  cases  is  to  determine  what  is  the  exact  nature 
of  the  existent  disease.  M.  Trousseau,  however,  lays  it  down  as  a  maxim, 
■hat  the  operation  is  nevar  useless,  unless  there  be  serious  coexisting  disease 
in  some  mber  part  of  the  body  at  Ihe  same  time ;  and  even  then  that  the 
life  of  the  patient  may  be  prolonged,  although  we  cannot  hope  permanently 
to  recover  our  patient.  Whenever,  therefore,  the  diagnosis  of  such  a  com- 
plication is  uncertain,  he  thinks  that  we  should  always  give  the  patient  the 
chance  of  beoefit,  by  performing  the  operation. 

M.  Trousseau  insists  much  on  usin^  canulic  of  a  larger  size  than  are 
usually  employed.  He  uses  a  middle-sized  one  at  first,  and  gradually  in- 
creases Ihe  size,  until  the  air  ceases  to  make  almost  any  noise  passing 
through  it  during  s  deep  inspiratioD.— Journal  det  Connoitg.  Med.  Chinirg. 
and  La  Gazette  Medicate. 


Magendi^t  Method  of  treating  NevTalgia-'—Tite  remedy,  par  esxeUence, 
recommended  by  M.  Magendie  in  the  treameol  of  obslioaie  oearalgia  of  the 
face  and  other  parts,  is  electro- acupuncture.  The  needles  should  be  made 
of  an  unoxydisable  metal,  and  therefore  those  of  platina  are  to  be  preferred. 
Wilb  respect  to  the  mode  of  introducing  them,  it  is  better  to  push  them  at 
once,  and  with  a  sort  of  plunge,  than  to  endeavour  to  drill  them  more 
slowly.  In  most  cases,  two  needles  are  quite  sufficient;  one  nearlbe  origin 
of  the  nerve,  and  the  other  near  iis  termination  or  expansion.  The  former 
is  then  lo  be  connected  with  the  positive  wire,  and  the  latter  wilb  the  nega- 
tive wire  of  a  galvanic  apparatus.  The  patieots  usually  describe  the  sensa- 
tions experienced  as  if  a  spark  or  stream  of  lightning  passed  instaotaneously 
along  all  the  divisions  of  the  nerve:  al  (he  same  time  the  muscles  of  the 
part  ate  thrown  into  coQtractions.    Tbe  application  is  nol  in  be  continued 
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btyond  a  few  caiei,  except  in  tatne  MTen  cbm*,  in  which  a  eoniiadwl 
■trean  mutt  be  miiiiuiiied  for  some  tims.  M.  Hagendie  sirea  the  prefer- 
ence  to  Clirke'*  electro- magnetic  machjae,  as  being  altogether  more  conTe- 
nieni  than  aa^  other  for  the  purpoie  of  eleciro-icnpuacture. 

If  the  neuralgic  pain  leaves  one  branch  of  ■  Der*e  to  fii  itaelf  npcn 
aODiher  branch,  or  upon  another  nerve,  one  or  both  needles  ara  to  be  with- 
drawn, and  should  be  inserted  along  the  cuurae  of  the  nerre  newljr  aflecttd. 

Sereral  cases  of  supia-orbital  neuralgia  are  adduced,  in  whioh  the  eniplor- 
ment  of  electro-acupunctuie  speedily  dispelled  all  suflerin^.  The  followju 
one,  in  which  the  superior  maxillary  branch  of  the  fifth  pair  wai  the  affected 
nerve,  may  deserve  to  be  noticed. 

M.  Theiin  had  been  subject  to  frequent  aitacki  of  moat  severe  nettralgiL 
afiecijug  the  superior  maxitiarv  nerve  of  the  left  side,  when  he  first  eoatuIiM 
M.  Mageodie.  The  pain  in  ihe  gums,  lips,  cheek,  and  ala  Dnsi,  were  inaap- 
portable ;  the  patient  could  scarcely  utter  a  word,  and  a*  for  masticatiok 
that  was  impossible.  All  methods  of  treatment  had  been  tried,  and  all  tried 
in  vain.  What  with  having  many  ^^  his  teeth  extracted,  and  being  leeched 
and  blistered,  and  physicked  for  months  and  moniha  at  a  lime,  his  conatilo- 
tioB  had  suffered  severely.  He  consulted  M.  Magendie  on  the  6tb  of  March, 
1838:  at  one  silting  of  a  few  minutes  the  pain  was  duuti.  Since  that 
period,  whenever  the  neuralgia  returned,  he  repaired  to  M.  Hageodie,  and 
always  left  him  cured  of  his  sufferings.  It  is  now  several  montns  since  be 
has  had  an  attack. 

In  Ibj  second  volume  of  our  author's  lectures  on  the  neivou*  system,  be 
has  lelated  two  cases  of  severe  neuralgia  affecting  the  tongue  i  la  one  of 

whicb  the  disease  bad  lasied  Tor  four,  and  in  Ihe  other,  for  one  year 

''  A  very  fine  plaiina  needle  was  inseried  into  the  trunk  of  the  facial  nerve, 
where  it  eaters  ihe  paiotid  gland,  and  another  was  inserted  into  the  affectea 
side  of  the  tongue.  In  this  manner  I  was  sure  to  act  on  the  seventh  and 
ttfth  pairs  of  nerves,  since  1  punctured  the  trunk  of  the  first  and  the  liognal 
branch  of  the  second.  The  needles  were  then  connected  with  the  wires  of 
Clarke's  machine.  In  one  of  the  patients  the  pain  in  the  tongue  imme- 
diulely  ceased,  but  it  fixed  itself  on  the  menial  branch  of  the  inferior  maxil- 
lary nerve.  The  needle  was  forthwiih  withdrawn  from  ihe  loo^ne,  and  in- 
serted over  the/or<imen  menlale.  The  pain  was  driven  from  this  point,  bat 
I  itnmediaiely  itansferred  to  ibe  infra-orbital  nerve.    The  needle 


was,  iherefore,  introduced  over  the  aperture  from  which  it  escapes-  The 
enemy  was  thus  pursued  from  one  point  to  another,  and  ultimately  waa  ex- 
pelkd  before  the  patient  left  my  bouse.     In  the  other  case,  the  pain,  when 


1  the  tongue,  took  refuge  in  the  sub-orbilal  nerve ;  driven  from 
this,  it  returned  to  the  tongue,  whence  it  was  again  dislodged.  Ultimately 
the  patient  was  quile  cured." 

Certainly  such  practice  is  ioGniiely  superior  to  that  of  attempting  to  divide 
each  nerve,  that  becomes  successively  affected,  as  practised,  for  example,  by 
M.  Roux  in  a  recent  case,  where  he  divided  first  the  menial  branch  of  the 
inferior  maxillary,  then  the  lingual,  and,  lastly,  the  sab-orbital  nerve — the 
enemy,  however,  reliealed  to  Ihe  ethmoidal,  where  the  knife  of  tbe  anrgeoa 
could  not  reach  him. 

"In  such  a  case,"  says  M.  Magendie,  "I  pursue  ifae  pain,  no!  with  the  bis- 
toury, but  with  the  galvanic  current.  Even  should  it  fix  itself  unon  the 
ethmoidal  nerve,  I  should  insert  one  needle  into  the  nostril,  and  another  into 
the  orbit,  along  the  upper  part  of  its  iulernal  wall,  at  the  place  where  the 
external  nasal  traverses  it,  thus  attacking  it  both  near  its  origin  and  its  let- 
mination." — Gazelle  MedicaU. 

Remark. — We  have  no  doubi  that  electro-acupuncture  will  relieve  the 
suffering  in  many  cases  of  neuralgia  which  are  unconnected  with  stnictnral 
disease  of  any  part ;  but  it  is  more  than  probable  thai  the  relief  will  be  only 
temporary,  unless  appropriate  const ilnlional  means  are  employed  ni  the 
same  time.— Aee. 
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M.  Biot  on  the  Diagnotit  of  Diabetet  Metlitlu  bj/  the  Optical  Appear- 
aneet  of  the  UriTte.'—M.  Biot,  Ibe  di&tiiifiiisbed  naiuial  pbtlosopher,  in- 
form! us  Ibat,  Dr.  Mandl  having  inquired  or  him,  if  by  the  oWrvation  of  ihe 
rotalorf  power  tbe  pr«ienc«  of  sugar  could  be  detected  io  the  urine,  he  has 

C:rformed  nameroui  eiperiroents  with  this  view  on  the  urine  of  palienls 
bouring  under  diabetes  naellitns.  Chemiitry  enables  as  lo  obtain  from 
■och  uriae  a  snbsMBce,  which  is  fetmeotable,  and  whose  characiera  of  solu- 
bility^ of  fosibitiiy,  aod  of  crystalliae  appearance,  are  in  eve^  respect  quite 
identical  with  those  of  solidified  sugar  from  the  grape,  and  of  that  produced 
bj  the  prolonged  action  of  Eulphnric  acid  on  starch.  Now  this  fermentable 
matter,  so  obtained,  is  sometimes  sweet  or  sBCcbarine  to  the  tasle,  and  at 
other  lime*  it  is  altof^iher  iosipid.  Hence  some  authors,  as  M.  Boaehardar, 
in  bis  excellent  memoir  in  the  Revue  Medicale  for  June,  1839,  hare  been 
inolined  to  conclude  that  there  are  two  kinds  of  sugar  in  diabetic  urine — one 
•aptd  and  the  other  insipid.  It  U,  however,  mure  probable  that  taslelessness 
of  the  fermentable  extract  is  owing  to  the  union  of  the  sacchaiine  substance 
with  other  ingrediaDti  of  Ihe  urine,  such  as  the  lactate  of  urea,  the  chloride 
of  sodium,  and  extractive  matter :  ibis  opiniou  is  confirmed  by  the  results  of 
optical  examioalioD.  For  the  purifieation  of  the  insipid  product,  by  re- 
peatedly washing  it  with  alcohol,  leaves  as  a  residue  a  sapid  su^r,  which 
ta  quite  analogous  in  appearance  with  the  sugar  of  fecula,  susceptible  offer- 
mentation  like  it,  and  which  exercises  a  rotatory  power  of  the  same  character. 

"My  first  care,"  says  M,  Biot,  "was  lo  ascertain  if  healthy  urine  ever  |»6- 
■»nt«d  traces  of  rotatory  power.  The  result  of  my  observations  has  been 
that  ildoessonever,  or  at  least  very  raiely,  and  ibeo  accidentally  and  scarcely 
perceptible.  I  long  a^o  satisfied  myself  that  urea,  which  eniera  so  abuod- 
uitly  into  tJM  composition  of  healthy  urine,  exhibits  no  appreciable  rotatory 
power.  I  had  also  found  in  diabetic  sugar  «  rotatory  power  of  the  same 
kind  (d«  mema  aens)  and  of  the  same  intensity  as  the  sugar  of  starch— a 
fact  which  accords  with  the  identity  of  ponderal  composition,  which  cbe- 
nistry  attributes  to  them." 

"I  examined  the  arine  of  a  diabetic  patient  under  the  care  of  M. 

Brescbel.  He  bad  been  for  some  time  subjected  to  a  diet  of  animal  food 
chiefly,  and  had  derived  so  much  benefit  from  it,  Ibat  he  was  considered  to 
be  on  the  road  to  ft  recovery,  although  still  affected  with  diabtliam.  Hia 
■line  exhibited  a  power  of  considerable  rotation,  directed  towards  the  right 
band  of  the  obserrer,  eoniequenily  in  the  same  direction  as  the  solid  sugar 
of  diabetic  urine  obtained  by  evaporation,  lis  deviation,  observed  imme- 
diately with  tbe  naked  eye  Ibrough  a  tube  of  347™,  6  in  length,  was  -|-  10°, 
6.*  ....  In  a  case  under  the  care  of  M.  Rayer,  the  rotatory  power  of  the 
a  tine,  observed  in  a  tube  of  the  same  length,  exhibited  a  deviation  to  the 
right  hand  of  18°  5.  This  urine  contained  nearly  twice  as  much  saccharine 
matterasthaiofM.Breschet't  patient  If  this  sugar  might  be  considered  as 
free,  or  as  combined  with  substances  which  do  not  alter  iis  rotatory  power, 
the  urine  must  have  contained  from  110  lo  ISO  ^dtnmM  in  the  tt'fre— s 
proportion  which  does  not  exceed  what  M.  Bouchardat  has  met  with  in  ex- 
treme eases  of  the  diieaie. 

"But  to  estimate  in  this  way,  with  exactitude,  the  ponderable  quantity  of 
aaccharine  matter  by  tbe  mere  extent  of  the  deviation  observed  through  a 
liquid  medium,  it  is  necessary  that  the  two  conditions  now  specified  should 
have  been  previously  determined  by  the  chemist.  It  is  for  this  reason  that, 
until  anch  analytical  eiamioalion  has  been  made,  I  restrict  myself  at  pte- 
■ani  to  merely  suggesting  the  optical  diagnosis  as  a  means  of  comparison." 

M.  Biot  then  mentions  some  other  circumstances,  which  confirm  tbe 


■  HadiooXSiiniriical  Review,  Jnly,  1841,  p.  303. 
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opinioD  that  diabetic  «i{mr  if  atricttr  ideoiic&l  with  that  obtaioed  from 

"  M.  Rayei's  paiieot  was  aeized  with  a  poeamoiiia,  while  and«r 

treatment  for  the  diabetM.  The  animal  diet  wa«,  therefore,  obliged  to  be 
aaspended.  The  urioe,  DDder  tbe  ioflueDce  of  the  iDflammaiory  action,  be- 
came of  a  deeper  colour,  and  was  fou&d  to  coataio  much  lesa  sugar.  Fin 
days  after  the  lovasion  of  the  iDBamraiiory  sympioins,  eod  sereo  days  after 
the  aaapeaiioB  of  aoiroal  food,  tbe  unae  wag  foaod  to  exhibit  no  tracet 
whateTet  of  rotatory  power :  cooeequeotly  all  secretioa  of  sugar  had  ceaied. 

"  How  much  more  easy  it  would  hare  been  to  hare  treated  this  cate,  had 
the  pool  fellow  come  to  tbe  hospital  at  the  eommencement  of  his  diseaie, 
when  the  simple  ioapection  of  hia  urine  might  have  proclaimed  at  once  tbe 
daoger  of  hi*  situation ! 

"In  another  case  from  the  practice  of  M.  Rayer,  that  of  a  child  in  whan 
there  was  a  copious  diureais,  accompanied  with  exlreme  thirel,  Ac.  I  exa- 
mined the  urine  optically,  but  could  not  discover  any  sigQ  of  rotatory  powtv. 
Now  on  evaporating  tt,  we  found  tbat  there  was  exceedingly  little  residoe 
left,  and  that  this  was  not  fermentable.  The  optical  and  the  chemical  exa- 
mination corresponded,  therefore,  in  their  results.  It  is,  without  doubt,  easy 
in  such  a  case  to  ascerUin  the  nature  of  tbe  urine  by  evaporating  it,  and 
telling  ibe  residue ;  but  it  is  still  more  easy  to  introduce  some  of  the  ariM 
into  a  tube,  and  arrire  at  tbe  same  conclusion  by  simple  inspection." 

M.  Biot  suggests  lo  pbvBieians,  that  by  following  this  plan,  the  optical 
examination  of  the  auimal  fluids,  they  might  ascenain  whether  the  seroiB 
of  the  blood,  dtc.  in  diabetes  contains  any  free  saccharine  matter.  He  has 
already  found  that  the  serum  of  heahhy  fluid  has  a  rotatory  power  directed 
to  (he  left  hand — in  consequence  of  its  containing  albumen,  which  acts  ia 
this  direction.  If  tbe  serum  contained  any  sugar,  we  may  expect  that  its 
rotatory  power  should  be  considerably  weakenea,  or  perhaps  altogether 
changed.  A  simitar  occurrence  may  be  expected  in  the  uiiuf  itself,  when 
it  has  become  albuminous.  These  are  questions  well  dewrriog  the  imme- 
diate Bllenlioii  of  the  scieuti&c  physician. 

M.  Biot  concludes  bis  remarks  with  thaae  words: — 

"  The  optical  characters  of  the  urinary  secretion  will  foroish  an  easy, 
sure,  and  exact  mean^  of  disguosis,  lo  enable  us  to  ascertain  in  a  moment 
its  diabetic  cooditiun.  In  this  way,  we  may  recognise  the  commencement 
of  tbe  disease  from  its  earliest  stage,  detect  at  once  its  diSerent  peculiarities, 
and  follow  it  through  all  its  phases.  It  will  then  be  easy  to  discover  the 
immediale  effects  of  regimen  and  diet,  as  well  as  of  any  medioinal  ageMt 
tbat  may  be  administered."— Coxefte  Medicate. 
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Art.  I.— note  ON  A  CASE  OP  EXPOSURE  OF  THE  VEN- 
TRICLES OF  THE  Larynx. 

BT  THE  CmTOB. 

TbroDgh  the  kindneKs  of  Dr.  Ashmead,  our  colleagae  in  the  PdilidelphiK 
Hospital,  we  had  an  opporluiiity  of  ezaminiDg  a  case  in  which  the  laiyax 
had  been  freely  opened,  lome  time  ago,  niih  the  object  of  commitiiog 
■uicide.  Adhesion  had  taken  place  hetneen  the  edgea  of  thjB  potierior  pan 
of  the  woDod,  but  the  apertare  anteriorly  wae  infficient  to  allow  the  inferior 
lignmeDis  to  be  distinctly  seen.  The  diiglnal  wound  appeared  to  ha7e 
passed  immediately  ihrougb  the  Teatricles  of  the  laryni ;  and  in  the  ptocess 
of  cicatrisation,  contiderable  depesiiioo  had  taken  place  anieriorly,  so  that 
the  ligamaais  of  the  glottis  are  not  left  free  to  vibrate. 

The  following  obser/ations  weffr  made  at  our  viait,  and  were  noted  by 
Dr.  Selden,  one  of  the  tesidenl  physicians  of  the  iostitiuiMi.  They  were 
coDfirmed  at  a  subsequenl  visit  with  Dr.  Pennock  and  Dr.  Lakey,  of  Cin- 
cinnati.    . 

Firit,  The  arytenoid  cartilages  appfoach  daring  expiration  and  lepaiate 
OB  inspirstioD,  when  the  breatbiog  is  quiet  When  it  ia  agitated,  they  ap- 
proach and  recede  irregalarly. 

Secondly,  Dmiog  deglutition,  whilst  the  larynx  me*  trader  the  base  of 
tb^  tongue,  the  opening  of  the  glotiie— rima  glottidit—is  compluely  eloped 
by  the  contractioa  of  the  intrinsic  muscles  of  the  larynx. 

[It  was  manifest,  that  this  action  must  totally  ptevent  the  entraoce  of 
sabsUnces  into  the  traehea  during  deglutition.] 

Thirdly,  When  odorous  substances  were  held  to  the  nose— the  aperture 
of  the  throat  being  open— their  smell  was  correctly  appreciated ;  but  by  no 
means  as  distinctly  as  when  the  apeiture  was  closed. 

[Perranlt,  Lower,  and  Chaussiei  found,  that  by  making  an  opening  into 
the  trachea  of  an  animal,  soell  was  not  effected,  and  that  dogs,  which  wen 
the  subject  of  the  eipetimeni,  readily  ate  food  they  had  preTiously  refused.] 

Fourthlyi,  Duiing  the  prodtiction  of  voice,  whilst  ibe  aperture  was  left 
free,  the  voice  waa  exceedingly  raucous  and  indistinct.  When  the  apertoN 
was  closed,  it  was  s^ill  very  raucous,  but  the  words  could  be  distingtiislied. 
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In  the  prodactipD  of  all  vocal  sounds,  the  glottis  appeared  lo  be  almost  en- 
trrelf  closed.  Whea  the  aperture  was  free,  the  simple  Towel  sounds  coold 
not  be  distioguished  from  each  other;  but  the  letter  I,  which  is  a  diphthong, 
could  be  discriminated  from  the  rest. 

[The  great  indistiociiDess  of  the  •ounds,  when  the  apertare  waa  open, 
appeared  to  he  mainljr  owing  to  Ae  tumefaciioii  described  above  aa  exisiing 
anteriorly,  and  which  acted,  to  a  certain  degree,  as  a  damper  to  ibe  vibrating 
cords.  When  the  aperture  was  closed,  and  the  air  passed  immediately  up- 
wards, greater  freedom  of  vibration  was  permitted,  and  the  different  toands 
were  more  appreciable.] 

Owing  to  the  tumefaction  of  the  parts,  no  satisfaciorf  observations  eonld 
be  made  on  the  condition  of  the  vocal  cords  in  the  production  of  grave  and 


Abt.  ii.— report  on  bills  of  mortality.' 

The  proper  mode  of  fnimiDg  public  registi^rs  of  deaths  was  pretty  futif 
considered  by  a  committee  of  the  British  Association,  which  was  appointe<l 
at  the  meeting  held  in  this  city,  in  1834,  and  reported  to  the  subsequent 
meeting  of  the  Association  in  Dublin,  in  1835.  ,  Al  (bat  lime,  "  the  Act  for 
Registering  Births,  Deaths,  and  Marriages  in  England,"  ivas  ouly  in  con- 
lemplaiion,  &nd  It  was  expected  that  a  similar  Act  for  Scotland  would  be 
introduced  into  parltameni.  The  Bn^lisb  Bill  became  law  in  1837,  hut  the 
Scottish  Bill,  in  consequence,  as  is  said,  of  the  opposition  made  to  it  by  the 

farish-clerks  throughout  the  country,  has  been  hitberio  postponed.  It  seents 
ardly  possible,  however,  that  the  numerous  beoeCis  which  our  sistei-coun- 
try  derives  from  an  effective  system  of  tegisLration,  should  not,  within  a 
reasonable  time,  be  extended  to  Scotland  j  and  it  may  be  hoped  that  the 
recent  decided  expression  of  opinion  by  the  Statistical  Section  of  the  Briti'sb 
Association,  respecting  the  importance  of  the  measure,  will  contribute  to 
this  end.    . 

It  is  obviously  of  importance,  therefore,  that  the  attention  of  ihe  profession 
in  Scotland  should  be  again  directed  lo  the  subject  of  Ihe  icgiElralioD  of 
deaths,  and  to  the  advantages,  as  regards  not  only  the  interests  of  the 
public,  but  the  progress  of  medical  science,  which  may  be  expected  to  result 
from  a  well-iegulaled  system  of  registration ;  and  this  more  particularly,  as 
the  plan  of  keeping  such  resisters,  introduced  by  the  English  Bill,  (which 
is  considerably  different  from  that  previously  recommended  by  the  Edin- 
burgh commillee,)  and  the  slatislical  nosology  recommended  by  [he  regislimr- 
Senerai,  for  the  use  of  practitioners  in  filling  up  the  relnros  of  the  causetof 
eath,  appear  to  your  commillee  liable  to  serious  objections. 

With  two  observations,  contained  in  the  letter  on  Statistical  NotcAngf, 
prefixed  lo  (he  table  of  diseases  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Farr,  and  both  of  which 
are  contained  in  the  Remarks  on  the  Registration  of  Deaths,  that  were  laid 
before  the  British  Associalioo  by  the  sub-committee  formed  al  Edinburgh 
in  1834,  all  mnst  concur. 

The  Jirsl  of  tbese  relates  t»  the  importance  of  retaining  the  old  division 
of  diseases  iot«  ptaguM  and  gporadic  diseaaet,  or  in  other  words,  into,  U(, 
those  diseases  which  ate  confined  to  limited  districts  and  limited  periods— 

'  Report  ort  Cammittes  of  the  Ro;tiI  CoIIbr  of  Physicians  of  Edinburgh,  appointed 
to  coniider  Ihe  best  mode  o(  risniing  Poblic  RegiAcn  of  DeattM.  (Approved  by  tfa« 
Rojil  College,  Februrj  17, 1641.)— -EdintNirgh  Medical  and  SurgiesI  JoorMl,  Joly, 
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which  are  either  flodemic  or  epidemic ;  and  2d,  ihoie  which  proceed  from 
causes  actintf  preitj  uaiforml;  on  erery  large  mass  of  maDbiDd,  aod  which 
are  fouod  acODrdJDglf,  although  iDflueoced  by  cHmaie  aod  seasoo,  to  preraii 
'        and  to  produce  a  larger  or  smaller  annual  mortalily,  in  all 


■_  This  distinction  al  once  recommendB  itself  lo  _. 

kiod,  and  perhaps  the  most  correct  RcienliSc  account  we  can  gire  of  it  is  bf 
■ayine,  ibat  one  class  of  diseases  is  the  result  of  specific  poisons,  of  various 
•oris,  inttodaced  into  the  aaimal  economv,  and  the  other  of  morbid  actions, 
excited  by  causes  which  are  very  generally  applied,  and  are  not  aecessarily 
delelerions  in  ihejr  effects.  But  the  allocaiioa  of  individual  diseaees.  in  one 
or  other  of  the^e  great  divisions,  is  attended  with  difficulty,  and  tha  plan 
adopted  in  the  English  table  is  in  several  respects  unsatisfactory. 

The  ««cond  of  the  two  observations  referred  to,  is  that,  in  sporadic  dis- 
eases, it  is  generally  easier  to  distinguish  the  region,  or  even  the  organ,  pri- 
marily and  chiefly  affected,  than  toaseertain  the  precise  nature  of  the  dis' 
ease.  The  importance  of  this  observation  appears  to  your  committee  not  to 
have  been  sufficisoily  appreciated  in  forming  the  registration  lists  of  diseases 
for  England;  and  to  suggest  the  only  distinction  that  ought  to  be  observed 
between  a  statistical  nosology,  and  a  nosology  for  the  use  of  schools  of 
medicine^  , 

To  these  we  would  add  only  one  other  preliminaty  observafion,  which  is 
the  fDuDdation  of  the  criticism  to  be  offered  on  the  tables  of  the  canses  of 
death,  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Fsrr,  and  used  in  ib«  returns  under  the  English 
RegisitBlion  Bill,  viz.— That  in  constructing  such  returns,  il  is  belter  to  ac- 
knovUdge  ignorance,  tbaa  to  run  the  risk  of  proclaiming  error — better  to 
rest  salisGed  with  a  smaller  amount  of  information,  of  which  we  can  be  ab- 
Bolotely  cetlain,  than  to  attempt  to  procure  a  larger  amount,  at  the  risk  of 
the  facts  being  so  much  blended  with  opinions,  as  to  make  numAical  sicte- 
raenls  a  pusslble  source  of  misapprehension  and  erroneous  doctrine. 

It  is  to  be  observed,  tbalceilam  articles  of  information  in  regard  to  all  the 
-  deaths  that  occur  in  a  district,  may  be  accurately  aod  uniformly  given  in  the 
registers,  and  be  of  much  importance  in  various  medical  inquiries. (because 
enabling  us  to  construct  tables  illustrating  with  certainty  (be  influence  of 
various  causes  OD  heetih.)  ali<^ether  independently  of  any  medical  opinions 
BS  to  the  causes  of  death  ;  viz.  the  age.  ibe  sex.  the  piecise  dale  of  death, 
the  occupation  of  the  deceased  person,  or  that  of  the  head  of  the  family  to 
which  he  belonged,  the  precise  locality  of  his  residence,  the  pan  of  the  body 
chiefly  affected  by  the  fatal  disease,  end,  in  a  general  way,  the  duration  of 
his  disease.  The  report  of  the  Edinburgh  4ub  committee  laid  some  stress 
on  the  importance  of  all  registers  containing  details  on  the  two  bst  of  these 
beads;  aod  suggested,  that  all  Ibe  deaths  should  be  ranked  as  depending  on 
acute  or  chronic  diseases,  according  as  the  patient  should  have  been  known 
to  be  ill,  and  disabled  for  his  ordinary  occupations  for  less  or  more  than  ' 
tix  weeks  before  death.  We  regret  to  perceive  no  evidence  that  effectual 
provision  is  made  in  the  registers  kept  under  the  act  now  ju  force  in  Eng- 
land  foT  any  of  the  last  mentioned  points  being  uniformly  and  regularly 
ascertained. 

In  proceeding  farther,  it  must  always  be  kept  in  mind,  _firtt,  That  to  a 
very  iarge  proportion  of  the  deaths  registered,  no  report  of  the  cause  of 
death,  by  a  medical  man,  will  be  annexed ;  and,  tecondly.  That  such  a  re- 
port, when  given,  unless  much  care  be  taken,  may  very  often  be  founded  in 
a  great  measure  on  opinion,  not  on  ascertained  facts.  But,  conformably 
with  the  prioL-iples  above  laid  down,  it  is  desirable  that  nil  the  cases  of  spo- 
radic diseases  should  be  entered  according  lo  the  seat  of  what  was  regarded 
as  the  chief  affection— as  acute  or  chronic  disease  of  the  htad,  of  the  chut, 
of  the  stomach  or  bowels,  (including  affections  of  the  liver  aud  other  cbylo- 
poietic  viscera.)  of  the  urinary  organs,  of  the  genilal  organs,  of  the  6one« 
or  piftis,  or  of  external  parts.    This  may  be  done,  ••  was  observed  bv  the 


by  the 
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comaiittee  of  the  ABueiition,  wilhout  «Dy  report  by  a  medical  man ;  bat  it 
will  of  course  be  done  with  more  accuracy  by  medtcat  practiiioneia.  Far- 
tber,  ii  would  be  desirable  tbat  ihe  accurate  speciGcatiuo  cf  >be  orgao,  or 
the  more  precise  oame  of  ibe  disease,  should  be  givea  ontii  vhen  fumithtd 
by  a  medical  praclilioner,  and  eboiild  be  sialed  in  a  separate  column  ;  and 
l£at  practitiouers  should  be  requested  to  specify  ibe  Dame  only  in  those 
cases  in  which  they  can  announce  it  wilb  confideace  and  precision.  Tbui 
we  might  have,  e>  g.  one  hundred  cases  of  death  reported  ■■  resulting  from 
diseaaeB  of  the  chest,  forty  t/(  these  marked  as  acute  cases,  and  of  these  fony, 
perhaps  enly  lea  would  be  uamed ;  but  the  names  given,  being  in  cooformity 
to  josiruciioDS,  as  simple  as  possible,  issued  to  all  medicitl  men,  anil  to  Done 
others  would  be  understood  alike  by  all,  and  therefore  be  desetviog  of  coD- 
fidence. 

Thus  we  should  hare  in  every  register  of  deaths,  two  distinct  columns— 
the  one  la  be  filled  up  in  all  cases,  ibe  olbet  only  in  some  cases,  from  which, 
of  course,  two  lists  may  be  ai  aoy  time  made  up,  the  first  illusiratiog  many 
imporlant  poiais  relative'  to  disease,  although  cooiaining  no  nosological 
name ;  the  second  affording  as  good  security  as  the  slate  of  medical  science 
and  medical  instruciion  permits,  that  the  names  of  diseases  given  in  it  are 
given  uniformly,  aud  applied  similarly  in  all  parts  of  ibe  country.  Each  of 
ihese  columns  would  be  subdirided  ia  the  way  to  be  afterwards  uieutioDed. 

The  coQsiruction  of  the  list  of  diseases,  to  he  lecummeaded  by  authority 
to  all  praciitiouers,  ia  the  subject  of  greatest  difficuliy  cosnecied  wilb  the 
registration  of  deaths,  and  thai  in  which  Ihe  plan  adopted  in  Eoglaod  seems 
|jal)le  to  the  greatest  objection.  But  we  legard  il  as  a  fundauietiul  prin- 
ciple, ibat  practilionets  should  be  strongly  advised  rather  to  coateol  ibem- 
selves  with  slating  ihe  seat  of  ibe  disease  causiag  death,  and  its  course  a* 
acute  or  chrouic,  than  to  affix  a  name  to  it,  without  piissessiug  certain  eri- 
dence,  from  examinalion  of  the  body  or  other  unequivocal  iiidicaliaik£,of  ifac 
name  ibey  aOix  being  the  right  one. 

The  impoitance  ofibis  caution  appears  from  the  tables  published  in  Eng- 
land. We  do  not  refer  lo  ihe  whole  list  of  diseases,  about  ISO  in  number, 
civeo  under  the  name  of  Sialtstical  Nosology,  which  seems  very  deOcieot 
in  sitnpliciiy,  (comprising,  for  example,  sii  disilnct  names  for  varieiies-of 
the  continued  fever  of  this  country,)  but  woqld  refer  pariicularly  lo  the  ab- 
sttaci  of  ibe  causes  uf  death  in  itie  registers  contained  io  page  120  of  the 
first  cepori.  The  names  there  given  are  certainty  a  great  improvemeoi  on 
ibe  ancient  bills  of  mortality  ;  but  we  think  it  easy  lo  show  that  tbe  objec- 
tions justly  urged  by  Mr.  Farr  against  ihe  old  nomenclaiare,  that  "each 
disease  has  been  denoted  by  diflerent  terms,  aud  each  term  applied  lo  differ- 
eut  diseases — ihai  vague,  incoovetiienl  names  have  been  employed,  aod 
complications  been  registered  instead  of  primary  diseases" — have  been  by 
no  means  uuifotmly  avoided. 

Tbe  Brst  objection  which  occurs  to  -u*  lo  this  "  abstract  of  the  causes  of 
'  death,''  is,  that  cholera,  (distinguished  from  the  Asiatic  or  malignant 
cholera,)  croup,  diarrhtBa,  thrush,  dysentery,  aod  erysipelas,  are  all  set 
down  among  the  plagues,  t.  e.  the  epidemic,  eifdemic,  and  contagious  dis- 
eases. We  submit  that  the  three  first  of  these  should  be  excluded  from  ibis 
head  of  diseases  altogether;  and  this  more  especially  as,  besides  16SS  cases 
of  croup,  ranked  among  the  epidemics,  we  have,  under  the  bead  of  sporadic 
diseases,  in  tbe  same  lable,  24  from  laryngitis  and  289  from  quinsy.  We 
apprehend  that  it  would  be  much  simpler,  and  more  scientific,  to  have  all 
these  raoked  together,  io  ihe  first  instance,  as  acute  disease*  of  the  wind- 
pipe, aud  very  much  doubi  if  aoy  advantage  is  to  be  derived  from  more  mi- 
nute disiinciioDS  among  them. 

Again,  we  have,  among  the  epidemic  diseases,  460  deaths  from  cholera, 
2755  from  diarrbtxa,  and  675  frum  dysentery ;  aod  then  we  bare,  among  ibe 
•poradic  diseases,  170  from  ulceraiiun  of  ibe  bowels,  3396  from  gattro  enie- 
nt it,  and  863  from  diseaseof  the  bowels,  besides  437  from  tabea  meienierica, 
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and  1963  Trom  leething.  We  Ihink  il  obvioDs  here,  that  diflerent  namea,  aod 
eren  diffeFeni  places  in  rtie  system,  must  hare  been  repeatedly  givea  to  the 
flame  diseases;  and  that  all  sclentiGc  purposes  would  have  oeea  better 
fleried,  and  wiih  less  chance  of  any  erroneous  inference,  if  the  whole  of 
these  had  beeo  classed  together  as  sporadic  diseases  of  the  inlesunes,  acute 
or  chronic,  according  to  their  duration  ;  and  if  more  specific-,  names  had  been 
given  only  to  a  atnall  proportion  of  ihem,  under  the  caution  already  stated, 
ibat  such  names  should  be  giveo  only  in  those  cases  where  practitioners  ere 
certaio  of  their  being  riehtly  applied. 

In  regard  to  aphihs,  dysentery,  and  erysipelas,  we  consider  these  diseases 
•3  bein^,  in  the  greater  number  of  instances  which  occur  in  this  country, 
distinctly  sporadic;  and  although  we  agree  to  the  propriety  of  ranking  soihe 
cases  of  each  of  these  diseases  among  epidemic  or  contagious  diseases,  yet 
we  think  this  should  only  be  done,  and  that  practitioner^  should  be  warned 
only  to  do  it,  when  successions  of  cases  have  oecuried  within  such  narrow 
limits,  both  of  space  and  lim^,  as  clearly  to  indicate  the  operation  of  some 
local  and  temporary  cause;  and  in  this  case  the  term  epidemic  should  be 
'preaxed  to  the  name  of  the  disease.  With  this  caution,  we  cannot  doubt 
that  the  epidemic  petiianilis,  or  puerperal  fever,  ibusl  likewise  be  occasion- 
ally added  to  this  class  of  diseases. 

Another  important  obserralion  with  regard  to  epidemic  diseases  is,  that 
praclilionera  should  be  warned  not  lo  apply  the  terms  fever  oi  typhus,  with- 
out preGiing,  and  being  satisfied  of  the  right  application  of,  the  term  conta- 
gious  or  epidemic;  because  it  is  cenain  that  at  present  the  name  fever  a 
given  to  many  febrile  diseases,  particularly  of  children,  which  are  quite  dis- 
tinct from  the  continued  fever,  justly  raniied  as  the  most  important  of  the 
epidemic  diseases  of  this  country. 

Tbus  the  first  class  of  diseases — the  epidemic,  endemic,  and  contagious — 
will  be  reduced,  except  on  occasion  of  uncommon  epidemics,  lo  the  follow- 
ing, which  all  admit  to  be  strictly  of  this  character — epideniii-,  influenza, 
ainaU-i>ox,  measles,  iscarlaiina.  hooping-cough,  epidemic  continued  fever, 
imermittenl  fever,  syphilis,  ana  hydrophobia. 

The  first  ^roup  of  sporadic  diseases  in  the  English  register  consists  of 
those  of  the  nervous  system,  and  the  nutnber  of  deaths  in  six  months,  re- 
ferred to  this  head,  is  21,873,  of  which  only  7G4  are  marked  simply  as  dia- 
ease  of  the  nervous  system;  all  the  rest  have  names  assigned  to  them,  and 
no  fewer  than  10,739  are  named  convulsion,  besides  which  there  is  a  sepa- 
,  rate  head  of  epilepsy,  comprising  570,  and  4691  are  recorded  as  cephalitis 
and  hydrocephalus.  It  is  obvious  here,  as,  indeed,  Mr.  Farr  has  staled,  that 
cases  of  various  "undeveloped  diseases,  and  the  retulU  of  different  dis> 
esses,"  many  of  liiese  truky  of  the  epidemic  class,  have  b^en  ranked  aa  eoo- 
vu'lsioDS.  If  it  were  an  ioiituciion  to  medical  men  to  avoid  entering  simply 
M  convulsions,  those  cases  which  occur  as  a  symptom  or  sequela  of  other 
diseases,  this  fallacious  item  in  this  great  family  of  diseases  would  be 
rapidly  iliminished. 

Instead  of  making  separate  heads  of  cephalitis  and  hydrocephalus,  (tba 
distinction  between  which  wilt  certainly  not  be  nnderitood  alike  by  all  prac- 
titioners,) we  would  g^reatly  prefer  using  the  general  terra  inflammation  of 
the  biain  or  its  membranes;  observing,  of  course,  the  usual  division  of  easel 
into  acute  and  chronic,  and  making  a  separate  entry  of  those  cases  which 
practilioners  can  accnraiely  distinguish  (by  dissect! on )~^es  inBammation  of 
the  membranea,  inflammatory  softening  of  the  brain,  or  acute  hydrocephalus ; 
to  which  should  be  added  a  recoid  of  those  cases,  whether  acute  or  chronic, 
which  can  be  distinguished  as  of  a  scrofulous  or  strumous  character — of 
which,  of  course,  the  best  characteristic  is  the  existence  (ascertained  in  like 
manner)  of  tubercular  deposits. 

In  regard  to  apoplexy  and  palsy,  it  is  obvious  that,  in  a  paibologieal  view, 
iha  disttDctton  of  tliesf  from  one  another,  is  not  nearly  ao  important  as  the 
distinction  of  either  the  one  or  the  other,  according  as  it  has  been  produced 
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bf  inflamraatioD,  or  by  rupture  of  a  vessel,  or  by  oi^oic  disease,  or  isde- 
peodenily  of  any  of  these.     These  distioclions  may  easily  be  marked  by 

EractiiioDETs,  and  the  record  of  them  will  be  useful,  provided  only  that  ihey 
ave  beet)  ascertained  beyond  doubt  by  the  appearances  afler  death. 
Thus  the  general  disliaction,  and  the  only  one  uaiforaily  observed  uader 
ibis  head,  will  be  into  acute  and  chronic  diseases  of  ibe  brain,  spinal  cord, 
and  nerves ;  and  under  each  head  we  shall  have  a  certain  number  of  cases 
accurately  distinguished — as  inflammaiioD,  simple  or  scrofulous,  apoplexy  or 
palsy  from  iofiammation  or  sofleaing,  from  effused  blood,  from  organic  dis- 
ease, DT  without  obvious  cauee.  Among  the  acute  diseaaes  we  shall  have 
idiopathic  coQvulsio'ns;  among  the  chronic,  habitual  epilepsy,  a  certaio 
Qumher  .of  cases  of  which^  dependent  on  organic  disease,  will  also  be 
marked.  The  remaining  diseases  of  this  class  contained  in  the  abstract, 
and  to  be  distinguished  by  practitioners,  tetanus,  chorea,  insBniiy,  and  deli- 
rium tremens,  demand  nn  comment- 

The  diseases  of  the  heart  and  lungs  are  so  often  combined,  aod  it  is  often 
so  difficult  even  fCi  a  medical  man  to  point  otit  the  part  primarily  and  chiefly 
diseased,  that  we  are  convinced  the  attempt  to  separate  them  in  all  cases,  ia 
statistical  tables,  can  lead  to  no  result  on  which  reliance  can  be  placed. 
We  would  therefore  recommend  that  there  should  be  oo  other  general  dia- 
linction  of  these  diseases,  than  that  into  acute  and  chronic  diseases  of  the 
chest,  and  the  names  of  pectoral  diseases,  which  seem  propier  for  the  guid- 
ance of  practitioners  in  the  more  accurate  specification,  under  those  two 
general  heads,  are  the  following  :— 

>r  Trachea. 
Bronchitis  with  Asthma. 

Pleurisy  with  large  fluid  effnsioo,  (t.  e.  Empyema.) 
Consumption  of  the  Langs,  (Tubercular.) 
Other  organic  disease  of  the  Lungs. 
Organic  disease  of  the  Lungs  with  Dropsy. 
Inflammatioit  of  the  Heart. 
Organic  disease  of  the  Heart. 
Organic  disease  of  the  Heart  with  Dropsy. 
Thoracic  Aneurism. 

The  greatest  difficulty  respecttug  these  diseases  is,  how  to  place  those 
cases  to  which  pmctitioners  will  be  apt  to  give  the  vague  names  of  astbnia 
and  hydroihorax.  The  former  is  probably  always  an  aiieodant,  although  in 
certain  constiiutions  only,  on  bronchitii,  and  seems  to  be  almost  always  the 
cause  of  emphysema  of  the  lungs;  and  even  when  this  last  affection  has  be- 
come complicated,  as  in  the  natural  course  of  things  is  very  often  the  case, 
with  hypertrophy  of  the  right  side  of  the  heart,  enlarged  liver,  and  dropsy, 
still  the  part  •primarily  affected  may  be  said  to  be  the  bronchia.  But  the 
best  mode  of  registering  such  complex  cases  will  be  considered  preseitily. 

It  is  obvious  Ibat  dropsies  ought  to  be  distinguished  by  the  seat  of  the  dis- 
ease producing  them,  uot  by  their  own  seat)  aod  therefore  that  the  proper 
distinction  of  cases  terminating  in  this  way  ia  into  dropsy  from  diseased 
longs,  from  diseased  heart,  ,from  diseased  liver,  from  diseased  kidney,  and 
from  diseased  ovary,  perhaps  we  might  add,  from  diseased  pleuia,  and  froui 
diseased  peritoneum.  It  is  certain,  that,  in  a  majority  of  dropsical  cases, 
organic  disease  of  more  than  one  internal  part  exists,  and  is  concerned  in 
producing  the  effusion ;  still  we  are  anxious  to  point  out  the  importance  of 
observing,  as  carefully  as  possible,  the  organ  primarily  aad  chiefly  diseased, 
(e.  g.  whether  it  is  the  heart  or  the  lungs  that  has  first  aod  chiefly  sofieced,) 
before  registering  the  disease. 

The  list  of  diseases  of  the  intesiiDal  canal,  and  the  numbera  repcmed  t£ 
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deathi,  ai  produced  bf  thsm  during  the  fint  iLx  months  of  regiitntion  id 

England,  are  as  follow  :— 

TeelhiDg, 1903 

Gasiro-Eoterilis, 3396 

Periionitis,            63 

Tabes  Meseotiirica, 4S7 

Ascttes^ 51 

UlceraliOD,            170 

Hernia, 252 

Colic,            53 

CoQslipatioD,        .......  461 

Worms 264 

Diseaseof  lerealiDes, 653 

in  addition  to'  abore  S800  deaths  bjr  diarrhtea,  dysentery,  and  cholera,  placed 
among  the  plagues. 

'  With  regard  to  this  table,  yre  do  not  think  it  is  going  loo  far  to  obserTe, 
that  it  woald  have  answered  all  scientific  purposes  much  better,  to  have 
classed  the  whole  of  tbe  cases  referred  to,  with  ibe  ages  of  the  patients, 
niroply  as  acute  or  chronic  diseases  of  the  stomach  and  bowels;  all  the 
attampis  made  in  it  to  give  ihem  more  specific  names,  being  at  least  as 
much  calculated  to  mislead  ^s  to  instruct.  Thus,  Ibe  two  first  and  lareest 
items  in  ibe  eoumeratioo  ought  to  be  struck  out  altogether,  for  leetbiog, 
althoogb  often  a  cause  of  fatal  disease,  is  not  properly  stded  a  cause  of 
deaib ;'  and  what  is  properly  meani  by  gastro-enlentia,  as  aistingulsbed  on 
the  one  h^od  from  continued  ferer,  and  on  the  other  from  peritonitis, 
diarrhcca,  dysentery,  and  ulceration  of  the  bowels,  we  must  profess  ourselrn 
quite  unable  !□  understaod. 

It  would,  it  is  conceived,  be  much  better,  ranking  all  these  eases  under 
the  general  beads  of  acute  and  chronic  diseases  of  the  alimentary  canal,  to 
direct  the  attention  of  practitioners  to  tbe  following  more  particular  names, 
to  be  given  only  to  tbose  cases  to  which  they  are  snre  of  their  being  truly, 
applicable  :— 

Peritonitis. 

Inflammation  of  Mucous  Membrane  of  Intestines,  (with  its  Sequelss.) 
Dysentery. 
Idiopathic  Diarrhtea. 
Cholera. 

Scrofulous  or  Tubercular  Diseases  of  the  Intestines  or  Glands- 
Other  Organic  Disease  of  the  Stomach  or  Intestines. 
Do.  with  Dropsy. 
Hernia. 
Obstruction  of  Bowels,  (i.  e.  without  Inflammation  or  Organic  Disease.) 

In  regard  to  the  list  of  diseases  of  the  liver,  under  tbe  distinction  of  acute 
ind  chronic,  there  should  be  a  distinct  head  of  InflammatiaQ,  (and  its 


seqaelK,)  one  of  granular  disease,  (or  uircbosis,)  one  of  other  organic 
ease,  and  one  of  jaundice  without  organic  disease.  We  would  reg 
dropsy  along  with  the  difiereot  heads  of  chronic  disease  of  tbe  liver,  when 


B  present,  but  would  annex  a  caution  thai,  when  organic  disease  of  the 
liver  is  found  in  connection  with  organic  disease  of  the  heart  or  lungs,  it 
should  not  in  general  be  regarded  as  the  primary  or  most  essential  disease. 
Thns,  many  of  tbe  cases  in  wbicb  dropsy  is  combined  with  liver  disease, 
would  be  referred  to  the  original  and  lundamenial  cbeoge  of  stractota 
within  the  cbest,  on  which  both  are  in  fact  dependent. 

>  Tbe  SI 
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W«  r^ard  Mr.  FaiHa  abstract  aa  an  improrament  on  the  gcoeral  tabic 
recommended  by  ihe  eub-commitiee  of  the  BrJiish  AsBOcialion,  in  ao  far  at 
it  makes  separate  heads  of  diseases  of  ibc  urinary  organs,  and  of  the  orf-aos 

of  reproduction,  dislioct  from  ibose  of  ibe  abdomiQal  viscera,  because  mosl 
of  tbe  diseases  of  these  Iwo  seta  of  orgaoa  may  he  referred  to  their  place  in 
nosology,  even  by  those  who  have  had  no  medical  instructioo. 

But  there  is  considerable  difficulty  as  to  the  arraDgemeoi  of  those  numeroos 
cases  of  dropsy  which  are  now  known  to  depend  in  part,  and  often  roost 
essentially,  on  Kianular  disease  of  the  kidneys.  That  the  imporlaitce  of 
this  disease  is  altogether  overlooked  iii  the  returns  made  in  England,  and, 
indeed,  that  the  classification  of  dropsical  diseases  is  quite  un  satis  factory, 
appears  Irom  this,  that  while  995  deaths  (occurring  in  the  last  stx  munibs  of 
1837)  are  ascribed  to  hydrothorai,  and  onlv  51  to  ascites,  we  have  5384 
ascribed  to  dropsy  of  uncertain  seal,  and  only  three  to  gronular  disease  of 
the  kidneys ;  but  how  this  confusion  and  ambiguity  are  to  be  boneeied,  is  ■ 
more  diSicult  question.  We  would  suggest  that  practitioners  shooLd  be  ad- 
vised 10  set  down,  as  cases  of  granular  disease  of  the  kidoeys,  alt  cases  in 
which  the  urine  is  permaneotly  of  low  specific  gravity,  and  coagulable  by 
heat  and  acids;  aod  then,  that  cases  of  this  description,  at  attended  1^ 
dropsy,  by  coma,  or  by  diarrbcea,  which  teem  to  be  the  most  usual  roode* 
of  fatal  termination  of  this  disease,  should  be  farther  distinguished.  Tbete 
will,  of  course,  be  a  number  of  cases  of  dropsy  dependent  on  granular  kid- 
ney, which  will  Dot  be  included  under  ibis  head,  their  nature  not  bavtag 
been  determined  by  practitioners.  These  will  appear  as  dropsies  of  nncer- 
taia  seat,  or  as  diseases  of  the  head  or  of  the  boweis ;  but  as  this  disease  of 
the  kidneys  does  not  make  itself  known  by  any  symptom*  manilestly  refer- 
able to  the  urinary  organs,  it  seems  impossible  lo  hare  a  record  of  its  fre- 
quency extending  even  lo  all  the  cases  which  are  reported  by  practitioners. 
We  think  there  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  propriety  of  remoTing  diabetei 
from  ibis  head  of  the  nosology,  aod  classing  it  among  diseases  of  uaeertata 
seat ;  aod  likewise,  that  the  general  term  ischuria,  should  not  appear  in  Ihe 
^  list  of  diseases  reported  by  medical  men,  but  that  cases  of  thai  kind  should 
'  be  repotted  as  diteases  either  of  the  kidneys,  bladder,  piosiaie  gland,  or 

In  regard  lo  the  diseases  of  the  c  , 
Farr's  Itst,  we  have  only  to  observe,  t 
from  diseases  of  this  class,  independently  of  parlnrilion,  being  only  150  in 
148,700  deaths,  is  sufficient  evidence  that  many  of  the  deaths  which  should 
have  been  ranked  here,  if  they  had  been  correctly  understood,  hare  beCD 
ascribed  to  other  causes. 

We  ihin^  Ihe  classes  of  diseases  of  the  organs  of  locomotion,  and  of  the 
integumentary  system,  may  he  most  simply  designated  at  diseases  of  the 
bones  and  joints,  and  of  external  parts,  and  that  Eeveral  of  the  diseases 
stated  as  of  t^ncertain  seat,  should  be  ranked  here.  It  seems  quite  incorrect 
to  enumerate,  as  of  this  last  class,  cases  of  inQammatioo,  of  hemorrhage,  of 
abscess,  of  mortification,  of  scrofula,  carcinoma,  or  tumour ;  the  seal  of  every 
case' of  which  must  be  known,  if  the  disease  is  truly  recognised. . 

After  the  head  of  abscess,  that  of  ulcer,  and  that  of  diseases  of  the  joints, 
there  should  be  another  head  entitled  scrofulous  do.,  and  by  means  of  ibis 
and  of  the  Dames  already  suggested,  scrofulous  diseases  of  the  brain,  lungs, 
and  abdomirial  viscera,  we  shall  have  a  fair  view  of  the  exient  of  the  mor- 
tality froiA  icrofuloua  diseases,  as  compared  with  that  portion  of  the  whole 
moriatit^''pn  which  there  are  accurate  reports. 

Perhaps  Ihe  only  diseases  which  ought  to  he  ranked  as  of  uncertain  seat, 
should  be  gout— dropsy,  when  the  cause  is  obscure— diabetes,  scurvy,  po^ 
pura,  and  debility  from  unknown  cause. 

Thus,  the  list  of  sporadic  diseases,  according  lo  which  we  should  wish 
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InflaniraatioD  (acnie  or  chronic)  of  tbe  Bnin. 

Do,  with  Scrofula. 

Do.  or  Spioal  Cord. 

Apoplexy  or  Palsy  (acute  or  chronic)  from  ^med  bloo4. 

Do.  iroro  InflatntDatioD  or  Softening. 

Do.  from  Organic  DiseaM- 

Simple  Apoplexy. 
Idiopalbic  CooTuliioDs. 
EpilepRy. 
Chorea. 
Tetanus. 
Insanity. 

Delirium  Tremens. 
Neuralgia. 
iDflammation  (acute  or  cbrooie)  of  Larynx  Qr  Tracbea. 

Do.  of  Mouth,  Tongue,  or  Fauces. 

Acute  Gangrene  of  Do. 

Cancer  of  Do. 

Bronchitis  with  Asthtnal 

Pneumonia. 

Pleuris]r  with  large  fluid  effusion,  (or  Empyema.) 

CoBsumpiioD  of  the  Lungs,  (tubercular.) 

Organic  Disease  of  the  Lungs,  (not  tubercular.) 

Do.  with  Dropsy. 

Inflammation  of  Heail. 

Do.  from  Rheumaiisro. 

Organic  Disease  of  Heart  or  great  vessels. 

Do.  with  Dropsy. 

Peritonitis. 

laflammation  of  Mucous  Membtane  of  Bowels. 
Dysentery. 

DiarrhtBa,  (Idiopathic.) 
Cholera. 

Obstruction  of  Bon  els. 
Tubercular  Disease  of  Intestines  or  Olands. 
Organic  Disease  (not  lub:erculaT)  of  Stomach  or  InlesliDM. 

Do.        with  Dropsy. 

Inflammation  of  Liver. 

Granular  disease  of  Liver,  (or  Cirrhosis.) 

Do.  with  Dropsy. 

Other  organic  disease  of  Liver. 

Do.  with  Dropsy, 

Jaundice  (without  organic  disease.) 
Ornnic  disease  of  Pancreas  or  Spleen. 
InSamraation  of  Kidneys. 
Granular  disease  of  Kidneys,  with  Dropsy. 

Do.  with  Coma. 

Do.  with  DiatrhiBa. 

.Drinary  Calcului. 
Ischuria  Renalis. 
InBanimation  of  the  Bladder. 
Organic  disease  of  Bladder. 

Do.  of  Prostate  Gland. 

Do.  of  Urethra. 

Do.  of  Testis. 

Inflammation  of  Uterui. 
Cancer  of  Uterus. 
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Other  ot^nie  dise««e  of  Uterus. 
Do  of  Ovary. 

Cancer  of  e^leraal  parti. 

laflammalioa  (acute  or  chronic)  of  the  surface  of  the  Body,  (iacladipg 
Abscess,  Ulcers,  Erysipelas,  Carbuvle,  Chronic  Cutaneous  dii- 

Do.  with  Scrofula. 

InBaminalioD  of  Joiols  or  Bones. 
Scrofulous  disetse  of  Jqjdu  or  Bones. 
Other  organic  dbense  of  do. 
Gout. 

Dropsy  from  uuceilain  cause. 
Diabetes. 

Hemorrhage  from  uncertain  cause,  (seal  to  be  stated.) 
Scurvy. 
Puipttra. 
Debility  (including  deaths  from  old  age.) 

which  a 


e  consider  the  very  laree  proportion  of  fatal 

e  AX ;..j^  gjjj  jgg  importaDce  ofiecordiog  as  much 


Bui  whec 
cotnplicBiion  of  disi 

possible  of  the  causes  teodiDg  to  the  fatal  eveot,  ne  are  deeidejly  of  opinion 
that  it  is  iiopossible  to  obtain  the  whole  pathological  information  which 
aucb  registers,  ia  so  far  as  they  are  filled  up  b^  practitioners,  ought  to  con- 
vey, without  a  subdiiisioD  of  the  column  assigned  for  the  name  of  disease 
into  two  compartments,  the  one  stating  the  "disease  causing  death,"  the 
other  the  "pceTiousJy  eiislin^  disease,  if  any,"  It  is  iiue,  that  digerent 
pnctitionera  may  arrange  the  informalion  conveyed  in  those  two  columns 
differently;  but  as  both  columns  wilt  always  be  examined  by  any  one  wish- 
ing to  obtain  statistical  ioformalion  from  them,  this  is  of  little  importance. 

The  advantages  of  the  plau  which  we  propose  for  the  beeping  of  these 
registers,  will  be  best  shown  by  the  followmg  schedule  and  examples;— 
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The  onlf  other  obBervytioo  which  occurs  to  qs  od  Ibis  sobjeel  ta,  that  the 
tibles  of  mortality  alMtracied  from  the  legister  may  eaailr  be  made  to  ex- 
bibil  the  diSerenccs  of  health  of  towns  and  districts  of  the  country,  more 
satisfactoiily  than  those  published  in  England.  The  imporlaoce  of  the 
data  tbus  afforded,  is  rery  well  suied  by  Mr.  Lister,  in  bis  fitsi  repoit,  as 
follows ; — 

"I  hare  fell  that  it  was  of  great  importance,  not  only  to  give  an  abatiact 
for  the  whole  kiogdom  of  England  and  Wales,  but  to  exhibit  tbe  diflerenoe 
that  prevails  io  different  potiioDs  of  ibe  kingdom,  to  compare  town  with 
country,  agricultural  distiicts  with  m a ntifac luring  and  mining  districts,' the 
hilly  with  the  low  and  level,  the  maritime  with  the  inlaod,  the  eaMern  and 
nonbero  with  the  weatetn  and  southern  paits.  Nor  are  these  diversitiei 
mailers  of  merely  curious  speculation,  but  may  be  made  the  source  of  im- 
twriant  benefits,  especially  to  the  poorer  classes.  It  was  stated  in  evidence 
before  tbe  committee  on  parochial  tegislraiion,  in  1833,  by  the  actuary  of  tbe 
National  Debt  Office,  that  the  eiteni  of  difference  which  then  eiisted  waa 
utterly  unknown ;  that  tables  for  the  use  of  the  poor,  in  reference  to  sick- 
ness and  morlaliiy,  and  in  reference  to  the  regulaiioD  of  their  friendly 
societies,  could  not  ihen  be  constructed  for  two  districts  differing  in  cfaa- 
raeter,  from  tbe  want  of  such  information  as  an  improved  system  would 
afford;  and  that  if  two  sociecies  of  poor  men,  residing  in  districts  of  a 
totally  different  charader,  were,  at  tbe  same  time,  to  apply  (o  him  for  tablea 
to  guide  them  in  preserving  their  societies  solvent,  he  '  should  be  under  the 
necessity  of  giving  tbe  same  tables  to  both,  though  knowing  perfectly  that 
the  rales  which  were  adequate  in  ooe  case,  were  iuadcquate  io  the  other.' 
It  was  also  stated  to  the  commilice  oo  laws  resjMctiDg  friendly  societies,  by 
another  eminent  actuary  (Mr.  Miloe),  that  no  One  table  or  scale  of  contri- 
butions can,  with  proprieiy,  be  adopted  by  all  friendly  societies;  that  ooe 
composed  of  members  living  in  or  near  a  manufacturing  town,  required  a 
table  very  different  from  that  which  would  be  required  in  places  where  the 
population  is  less  dense,  and  where  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  members 
ate  cbieBy  employed  in  the  open  air;  iiut  that  these  are  differences  which 
he  could  not  'pretend  to  estimate  for  want  of  data.'  The  useful  principle 
of  comparison  may,  if  requisite,  be  carried  out  into  a  more  minute  system  of 
subdivision  than  I  have,  in  this  first  instance,  deemed  it  necessary  lo  adopt. 
Bui  there  was  danger  lest,  io  ailempiins  a  more  subtle  discrimination,  we 
should  lose  sight  of  broad  distinctions  wnich  it  was  imporiant  to  observe ; 
and  it  was  necessary  to  remember,  that  to  diminish  by  subdivision  the  num- 
ber of  facts  on  which  calculation  could  be  brought  to  bear,  was  materially 
to  diminish  their  value.  The  extent  to  which  division  should  be  carried,  is 
i  question  not  to  be  decided  by  any  established  rule,  and  which  necesanty 
admits  of  much  diversity  of  opinion  ;  and  I  have  endeavoured  (not  unaided' 
by  JudgmenTs  which  I  respect)  to  pursue  a  middle  course  between  the  oppo- 
aiie  extreme*  of  subdivision  and  condensation,  dividing  the  kingdom  into 
Ibe  twenty -five  portions  in  which  are  exhibited  abstracts  of  deaths  at  difiet- 

According  to  the  division  thus  adopted  by  Mr.  Lister,  the  five  lar{[ei( 
towns  in  England,  London,  Manchester,  Liverpool,  Leeds,  and  BirmiDg- 
faaro,  are  aeparaied  from  the  adjoining  districts  of  country,  and  the  mortality 
in  each  exhibited  separately ;  but  all  the  second-rate  towns  in  England  are 
united  with  the  surrounding  districts  of  country,  and  constitute  but  a  small 
part  of  tbe  population  of  tbe  districts  (contaming  from  200,000  to  above 
1,000,000  inhabitants;  of  which  the  mortality  is  given. 

Th3  deficiency  of  the  information  given  by  these  tables,  appears  distinctly 
from  attempting  to  compare  the  mortality  io  Edinburgb  with  that  in  any  of 
tbe  English  towns.  All  the  towns  of  which  tables  are  ^iven,  separatelr 
from  country  districts,  are  commercial  and  manufacturing  towns,  and, 
therefore,  not  proper  objects  of  comparison  with  Edinburgh.  The  English 
towns  which  resemble  Edinbu^h  most,  in  tbe  eonditioa  and  occupations  ot 
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their  inhabitBDtt,  are  Balh,  Oxford,  Cambridge,  aod  some  at  the  Catfaednl 
towDs;  but  we  bare  no  record  of  the  mortaliir  of  aoy  o{  these,  disjoioed 
from  large  diairicts  of  suirounding  coantry. 

In  Scotland  ihere  are  only  sevenieeo  lonrns,  of  nhicb  the  population  ex- 
ceeds 10,000;  and  in  order  to  have  a  fair  exposilion  of  the  effects  of  Iowa 
life,  and  of  the  iDode  of  life  in  diSerent  iowds,  as  compared  wiib  coaolrr 
disiricis,  ir  would  be  of  great  importance  that  the  morialily  in  all  tbeic 
should  tie  Biat^d  separately  from  any  country  dlsiriciB. 

If  these  obHerralioDs  on  ihe  best  plan  for  keepin§;  public  regiatet«  of  deaths 
sfaall  be  approved  by  the  Royal  College,  we  nould  suggest  that  they  sfaonld 
be  made  known,  alung  with  the  earnest  recommendation  of  the  general 
principle  of  the  measure  by  the  Royal  College,  in  whatever  qoarters  may 
M  thought  advisable,  in  the  view  of  aiding  the  object  of  ohtaiaing  a  Regit- 
tration  Act  for  Scotland. 

W.  P.  ALISON, 
Convetur  of  Committet. 


AxT.  lU.— CASE  OF  SUBACUTE  BRONCHITIS,  WITH  PLASTIC 
TUBULAR  SECRETION. 

BT  W.  p.  BAKKISO,  M.  n.  CANT.,' 
PbyaiciCB  te  ihs  SaffDlk  GiiwcbI  H^npiul. 

Boty  BL  Edmula,  Agfau  19,  IStl. 

I  wag  aummoaed  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  of  June  last  to  uteet  Mr. 

Robiaaon,  of  Mildenhall,  in  ponsultaiton  upon  the  following  case: — 

The  patient,  a  gentleman,  selal.  SO  yearn,  of  a  nervo-sanguineous  tempera- 
■nent,  was  seized  on  awaking  by  a  paroxysm  of  coughing,  accompanied  by 
expectoration  of  apuia,  tinged  wiih  blood.  He  had  euffeted  three  aeparale 
atlaclis,  previuus  to  the  present  one,  of  what  wa4  considered  to  be  poit 
biemoptyais,  and  dreaded  accordingly  as  the  forerunner  of  phthisis.  He 
appears  to  have  been  for  some  time  subjected  to  dyapntsa  and  paipilatioa 
upon  exertion;  and  eaiarrbal  attacks,  to  use  bis  own  expression,  always 
"settled  upon  the  lungs." 

The  first  seizure  of  bis  present  ailment  occurred  in  January  last,  a  second 
occurred  in  February,  and  a  third  in  April,  all  of  which  yielded  to  topical 
bleeding  and  digitalis.  The  present  attack  came  on  rather  unexpectedly; 
our  patient  having  been  noticed  the  day  before  lo  be  in  excellent  health. 
'The  expectoration  consisted  of  masses,  which,  upon  casual  observation,  ap- 
peared to  be  mucus,  tinged  wiib  blood,  and  was  expelled  by  an  effort  mart 
resembling  "AaiD^tng^' ibao  cough.  Upon  mote  minute  inspection,  these 
aputa  were  seen  to  consist  of  a  whilish  membrane,  diHtinclly  tubular,  anl 
accurately  moulded  lo  [he  form  of  the  bronchial  lubes,  even  lo  their  ni«it 
minute  ramifications.  Tbe  coosislence  of  these  varied  ;  in  some  porlicDi 
the  membrane  was  tough  and  opaque ;  in  others  ihin,  and  raised  into  roinale 
pouches  by  bubbles  of  air.  The  blood  was  small  in  quantity,  and  could  be 
easily  removed  from  these  tubes  by  agitation  in  water. 

There  was  little  disturbance  in  tbe  system  beyond  that  prodnced  by  men- 
tal BgilatioD ;  the  appearance  of  tbe  blood  having  given  rise  to  the  greatest 
anxiety  both  to  Ihe  patient  and  his  friends.  The  pulse  was  80,  and  soft} 
the  skin  cool,  and  tongue  natural;  and  there  was  little  or  no  pain  in  ihe 
ohesl.  I  made  a  very  careful  siethoscopic  examination  relative  to  tbe  exitt> 
~  '  ~  leposit,  but  could  not  discover  any  grounds  of  apnte- 
as  of  an  unusually  round  figure,  and  gave  a  olau 

>  Loadoa  Hedioal  GaMtle,  Aagiwt,  1841,  ^  8SB. 
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loanil  on  percuision  tbrougbout.  Tbe  reapiratoif  inunDar  was  of  ao  iateD- 
tiiv  almnsi  paerile,  and  aUdible  tvery  wbere,  wiih  the  eiceplJon  of  tbe 
neighbourbooJ  iit  ihe  larger  tubes,  wbere  il  was  marked  by  a  sibilous  r&le. 
Tbere  was  coasiderable  prKcordial  dulness,  and  eiieosire  but  noi  forcibls 
ioapulse.  Tbere  was  less  diflereoce  ihaD  nalural  in  (he  "(im6re'' of  tbe  first 
aod  second  iiounds.  "Tbe  diagnosis  1  formed  froih  these  was,  subacute  in- 
flamoiaiioD  of  the  btoncbial  mucous  luecnbTaDe,  with  plastic  secreiioni 
many  tubes  obstructed  partially  by  membranous  deposit;  Bod  a  Uilaied  heart 
of  leas  than  average  power." 

Undei  tbe  impression  that  digitalis,  which  bad  been  preeoribed  on  formei 
occasions,  was  not  suitable  to  the  state  of  the  bean,  I  gave  him  iniernallf 
(be  acetate  of  lead— a  remedjr  which  has  beeo  found  lo  useful  in  broDnhitis, 
by  Henderson,  guarded  in  the  usual  manner  by  acetic  acid  draughts:  aperient 
medicine  had  been  exhibited  before  my  visit.  Eiteinally  to  the  chest  I  ap< 
plied  tbe  uugueoi.  acet.  potass,  (art.  The  acetate  of  lead  was  suspended 
after  forty-eight  hours,  and  eigbt-grain  doses  of  alum  were  substituted. 

Under  this  treatment  considerable  amendment  was  perceptible  on  tbe 
ihiid  day,  and  by  the  end  of  the  third  week  every  unpleasant  symptom  bad 
ranisbed. 

Tbe  patient  now  TemsiOii  in  average  health,  and  improyea  daily  under  a 
more  generous  diet  ibao  be  bad  been  allowed  by  bis  former  medical  attend- 
ant, and  the  daily  use  of  tepid  salt-waler  sponging,  followed  by  friction  with 
horse-bair  gloves.  Upon  e>ery  leodency  to  catarrh,  he  applies  the  linimea- 
tum  terebinibinte  to  the  chest. 

Tbe  secretion  of  a  membranous  substance  by  the  pulmonary  mncoas  mem- 
brane  is  familiar  lo  every  one,  as  it  occurs  in  croup;  in  fatal  cases  of  which 
disease  the  bronchial  tubes  ate  often  found  to  be  filled  with  the  same  plastic 
material  as  is  fuToishei)  by  the  lining  membiane  of  the  trachea.  But  the 
production  of  membranous  secretion  m  tbe  lungs  of  the  adult,  and  uacoo- 
necled  with  Irarheal  disease,  must  be  consideted  as  a  rare  event. 

We  have,  however,  several  instances  on  record,  bv  Banbollini,  Ruysch. 
Tulpius,  and  Morgagni,  under  the  names  of  bronchial  polypus  and  broachial 

Hippocrates,'  also,  probably  witnessed  something  of  the  kind  io  the  case 
of  Pberlcides,  whom  he  describes  as  spitting  up  "jdUkrufti,"  "while  milky 
'  aubstaoces." 

Dr.  Bergen,  of  Frankfort  on  the  Maine,  has  left  us  a  description  of  an 
epidemic  catarrh,  accompanied  by  the  eipecioraiion  of  membranous  tubes, 
which  occurred  in  1759.  "  Hanc  trislem  experienliam  in  proprift  filib  feci, 
in  quft  hoc  singulare  simul  se  ohtulit  pbtEnomeuoo,  quod  ante  mortem,  lusii 
el  screatu  rejecerii  lubulum  membiaoaceum.  Hunc  lubulum  judico  esse 
pottionem  membrane  tubuloste  per  'Tamos  bronchiorum,  durante  roorbo, 

Another  case  is  related  by  Dr.  Warren,"  who  Ja  generally  thought  to  be 
the  first  person  who  has  given  an  accurate  description  of  ibe  disease.  It 
will  be  seen,  howevei,  that  he  did  not  entertain  any  more  concise  ideas  con- 
cerning it  than  Berger,  who  preceded  him  by  many  years.  The  case  is  aa 
follows  :— 

A  girl,  uet.  eight  years,  of  strumous  habits,  was  suddenly  seized  with 
dyspocea  and  cough,  which  yielded  lo  medical  treatment.  At  tbe  end  of  six 
weeks  she  had  a  second  attack,  accompanied  by  night  sweats;  the  symptoms 
ceased  upon  the  expectoration  of  what  Dr.  Warren  calls  "a  large  polypous 
coocretioQ."  The  girl  sufiered  seveial  lelapses,  but  was  at  length  freed  from 
iheiD  entiiely  by  the  formation  of  an  abscess,  connected  with  caries  of  the 
OS  calcis. 

Baillie  had  never  met  with  a  case  of  what  he  calls  "brotuAiol  folyput," 
bat  had  seen  preparations  of  il. 

'  De  Horbii  Popniar,  Hb.  vii.  >.  all.  »  Med.  Traiw.  vol.  t  Mt.  IS. 
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evideDlly  oothing  more  thaa  tbe  fibrinouB  portioD  or  blood  eflused  into  the 
broncliial  tubes-  The  iostatice  given  by  LaeoDec,  as  occurtiog  io  ibe  pro- 
gress of  a  case  of  pbthisis,  was  of  the  same  nature. 

Dr.  Caspet'  has  published  the  case  of  a  girl,  si.  twelve  years,  also  of 
struniouB  constitution,  who,  io  the  course  of  iDflammatory  catarih,  coaghed 
Dp  "a  whitish  yellow  polypous  body,  o(  a  teaacious  character,  aud  corre- 
sponding to  the  broach  Lai  ramificalions," 

A  case  will  be  fouod  in  the  Med.  Repository,  vol.  zriii,  by  Mr.  Iliff,  and 
also  JD  a  memoir  read  before  the  Royal  Academy  of  Medicine,  on  oblitera- 
tion of  the  bronchial  tubes,  by  M.  Reynaud. 

The  last  case  I  shall  meution,  is  one  published  by  Dr.  Starr,'of  Daveolry, 
under  the  denomination  of  "chronic  croup,"  and  which  exactly  resembles 
the  casa  of  my  patient.  A  girl,  lelal.  32  years,  complained  of  pain  in  the 
chest,  with  a  sense  of  general  oppression.  Menibranous  tubes  accurately 
moulded  to  the  bronchial  tabes,  aud,  as  in  my  case,  tinged  with  blood,  were 
expectorated.  The  blood  was  doubtless  effused  from  small  vessels,  ruptured 
in  the  exertion  necessary  to  dislodge  the  tenacious  sputa.  Authors  are  far 
from  agreeing  as  to  the  precise  pathological  coodilioa  of  the  bronchial 
mucous  membrane  which  gives  lise  to  the  plastic  secretion-  There  are  two 
principal  and  opposite  opinions;  one,  which  attributes  the  production  of 
membraue,  ioiiead  of  the  ordinary  more  6uLd  secretioos  of  ioSamed  mucous 
tissue,  to  the  existence  of  a  high  degree  of  irritation;  anolher,  which  ascribes 
the  pheooQienoD  to  an  excess  of  the  albumitious  const ilueol  of  the  blood. 
The  geoeraliiy  of  writers  are  in  favour  of  Ibe  first  opinioi);  the  latter  is 
embraced,  among  others,  by  Copland.'  The  question  is  discussed  at  some 
length  by  Andral,*  by  whom  it  is  decided  that  ■  high  degree  of  irritation 
is  not  sufficient  per  te  to  cause  the  secretion  of  plasiic  membrane  ;  but  that 
there- must  be,  in  addition,  some  special  condiiioDS  of  innervation  or  sangui- 
fication. 

It  appears  to  me  ibat  neither  of  these  opinions  is  lh«  correct  one,  and  that 
the  Hue  explanation  is  still  to  besought  for-  If  ihe  more  frequent  formaiioo 
of  plastic  membrane  in  children  than  in  adults  be  due  to  the  existence  of  a 
larger  quaniily  of  albumen  in  the  blood  of  the  former,  then  ought  we  to  see 
such  productions  the  common  consequence,  in  them,  of  inflammations  of  the 
mucous  tissues.  Such,  however,  is  not  the  fact.  One  half,  at  the  least,  of 
the  diseases  of  infancy  and  childhood,  consist  of  irritations,  of  greater  or 
less  intensity,  of  the  pulmonary  and  gastro-iatesiinal  mucous  merpbranet. 
Yet  in  cases  only  of  croup  and  diphtherite  do  we  see  the  production  of  plas- 
tic membranes — cases  which,  oumerically  considered,  are  rare. 

The  same  objections  hold  good  against  the  opinion  which  refers  ibis 
peculiar  secretion  to  the  ioteosiiy  of  the  vascular  excitement.  If  the  degree 
of  irritation  were  the  true  cause  of  such  secretion,  we  ought  to  see  it  more 
frequently  among  the  numerous  cases  of  bronchitis  and  gastro-eoieritis 
which  present  themselves  to  our  notice.  In  our.palient,  as  well  as  io  that  of 
Dr.  Starr,  every  symptom  opposed  the  idea  of  high  vascular  excitement ;  yet 
was  Ihe  formation  of  the  membrane  of  the  most  perfect  bind. 

it  is,  however,  in  this  as  well  as  in  many  other  points  coDoecied  with  our 
difficult  science,  far  more  easy  to  find  objections  to  any  particular  opinion, 
than  10  frame  a  belter;  nor  in  Ihe  present  instance  do  I  pretend  to  do  so. 

The  treatment  pursued,  was  directed  by  the  two  following  indications:— 
1st,  To  allay  the  existing  in-iiaiion ;  2d,  To  prevent  its  recurrence.  The 
first  end  was  accomplished  by  counter-irritation,  and  the  internal  use  of  the 
acetate  of  lead  and  alum,  the  sedative  and  astringent  propeittes  of  which 

■  Wochenschrifl  fbr  die  GeRammte  Heilkundc. 

■  Medical  GaictlB,  Feb.  7, 1840. 

■  Vide  irt.  Croup,  Copland's  DidioDirT. 
*  Anatomia  Pathologlque,  p-  484. 
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reatored  the  broaehial  capillariea  to  ibeir  notinal  eoodition-  The  tecond  I 
hope  lo  aeeoDQplisb  by  judiciou»  regimen,  hy  spoDgiog  aod  frictioo  of  ihe 
chest,  combioed  wiib  the  coailaot^use  of  naDoel,  and  by  baTiug  recourse  to 
cuiicular  irritaiioo  upon  tbe  slightest  occurrence  of  calarrhal  syioploms. 


BIBLIOQRAPHICAL  NOTICES. 

AUeti't  Estay  on  Ike  Omaection  of  Mental  Philoavpky  vUk  Medicint} 

Tbe  subject,  chosen  by  Dr.  Atlen  for  his  ioaugfiral  essay,  is  eicelleiu. 
It  cannot  be  loo  strongly  pressed  upon  the  atteniiou  of  the  siudeat  who  is 
desirous  of  eicelling  in  his  profess  ion— that  saceess,  satisfactory  lo  himself, 
can  only  be  attained  by  a  rigid  study  of  the  connectioa  betweeu  cause  and 
effect;  and  on  tbia  account  we  have  been  in  the  habit  of  recommending' to 
the  tyro,  as  well  as  to  Ihe  farther  adf  aoced  student,  the  peiusel  and  reperusal 
of  Abercrombte's  interesting  work  on  the  Intellectual  Powers,  and  the  adop- 
tion of  the  eicelleni  precepts  inculcated  by  him. 

Dr.  Allen's  design,  in  the  Essay  beftre  us,  appears  to  be  twofold:  jtrif, 
to  show  tbe  imporlanue  of  the  coooection  between  mental  philosophy  and 
medicine  ;  and  eeamdly,  to  bring  prominently  forward  the  subject  of  which 
he  has  been,  for  some  time,  the  able  advocate  in  the  pages  of  the  Phrenolo- 
gical Journal. 

On  the  importance  of  the  coDoectioD  of  this  subject  with  medicine,  he  and 
ourselves  may  entertain  very  different  opinions ;  but  we  doubt  not,  that  when 
a  few  yean  have  passed  over  our  beadu,  our  seniimeate  will  not  be  so  widely 
apart.  Be  this,  however,  as  it  may,  we  can  commend  Dr.  Allen's  Essay  for 
its  style;  and  likewise  for  its  freedom  from  that  morbid  excitement,  which 
appears  to  exist  in  the  writings  of  many  amiable  persons,  when  they  (ouch 
upon  a  subject  that  is  even  remotely  controversial. 


Gravtt't  Clinical  Leeturti.* 
It  has  been  not  a  little  gratifying  to  us  to  find,  that  some  of  the  works 
originally  published  in  this  Library  have  been  considered  to  warrant  a  second 
edition,  and  that  one  of  them  has  reached  a  third.  Tbe  volume  before  us  is 
not  one  of  the  least  worthy  of  those;  and  its  value  has  been  enhanced  bj 
Ihe  addliiooat  lectures  added  by  Dr.  Gerhard.  They  are  the  repnblicatioQ 
of  "a  few  of  the  Clinical  Lectures  given  by  him  at  the  Philadelphia  Medical 
Institute  and  at  the  Philadelphia  Hospital,  as  a  pan  of  tbe  Clinical  Course 
of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania."  The  main  subjects  of  these  additional 
lectures  are— Acute  ariicalar  rheumatism,  Pleurisy,  Tubercu(ar  peritonitis, 

'  Ad  Eanj  on  tbe  CaanectioD  of  Meotil  Pbiltwophy  with  Medicins.  By  Nilbu 
Allen.  A.  H.,  M.  D.,  Editor  of  the  Amerinn  PhrenolDgicBl  Jonrnil  and  Miicellin;. 

■  Clinictl  Leclnret  by  Robert  J.  Grares,  H.  D^  M.  R.  I.  A.,  ProrcMor  of  the  IniU. 
talM  of  Medicino  in  tbe  Scbool  of  Ph^iic,  Trinitf  College,  Dablin,  &c.  Secmid 
American  edition,  with  Note*  and  ■  Scriei  of  Lecture*.  Bj  W.  W.  Gerhard,  M.  D., 
Leoliirer  on  Clinical  Medicine  lo  the  Univariitj  of  Feowjlfuia,  A«.  &e. 
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PericaTditic,  EDdocatdiiii,  Tubercular  meningriti*,  Chrooic  meniogitu,  apo- 
ptexy,  Paralysis  of  the  ioiane,  Deliriam  trenieDS,  Dfseoterr,  Pbthisii  pal- 
monalis,  PneumoDia,  Laryngitis,  Typhus  aod  Typhoid  fcTFi— all  sobjccU 
of  great  iuteresl. 


BamiUm'a  Table  of  Chtmical  Tatt} 
We  commeud  this  table  lo  odt  readers.     It  is  prepared  by  a  geDllenuui 
devoted  to  bis  subject,  and  amply  informed  on  its  details. 

"  In  this  arrangemeot,  the  chemical  agents  (alphabetically  arranged)  biTe 
their  tests  on  ibe  next  column,  in  alphaberical  order  and  witbout  reference 
to  their  delicacy,  followed  in  the  next  column  by  the  colour  of  the  precipi- 
tate and  delicacy  of  teat ;  in  the  fourth,  by  the  composition  and  nature  of 
the  precipitate ;  in  the  fifth,  containing  the  author;  and  in  the  lait,  the  it- 
marks  necessary  in  their  employment.  The  whole  arranged  for  the  use  of 
the  physician,  chemist,  or  apoihecaiy,  in  a  simple  form,  and  embraciog 
tvery  infoonatioa  that  the  present  advanced  slate  or  the  science  furnishei 
to  the  chemtsl." 
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On  the  frequency  of  the  Pulie  in  l«fanli}.~lB  a  recent  work  by  M.  Jae- 
quemier,  it  is  stated  that  the  miiiimum  of  frequency  in' the  puhe  of  new-bora 
inranis  is  about  97,  and  the  maximurn  about  15G.  Haller  fixed  it  at  140,  and 
Soemmering  at  130.  Every  physician  is  well  aware  how  esgily  the  pulse 
of  infonts  is  rapidly  quickened  by  restlessness,  crying,  Ac.,  and  that  the  only 
accurate  way  to  delermioe  it  is  lo  feel  it  during  sleep.  In  the  act  of  suck- 
ing, the  breathing  is  hurried,  and  the  circulation  is  therefore  necessarily 
quickened  at  the  same  time.  Valleiz,  whe  seems  to  have  used  (he  gieaiest 
precautious  to  avoid  all  sources  of  mistake,  slates,  as  the  results  of  his  exs- 
minalions,  thai  in  infants  from  two  to  twenty  days  old,  the  minimum  of  fre- 
quency is  about  76.  and  the  maximum  about  104.  We  may  therefore  con- 
sider the  medium  87  as  the  average  frequency  of  the  pulse  at  this  period  of 
life.  It  has  been  generally  believed  ihat  the  frequency  of  the  p'jtse  dimi- 
nishes as  the  age  oT  the  iofanl  advances.  The  very  reverse,  however,  seeoM 
to  be  the  case,  according  lo  the  experience  of  Ibis  author;  for  he  found  ihat, 
at  seven  months,  the  pulse  is  much  more  frequent  than  during  the  first  week 
after  birib,  and  that  from  [hat  period  it  progressively  diminishes  in  rapidin 
10  about  the  sixth  year.— Ciintgue  des  Maladies  des  nouveaux  nis,  par  F. 
ValUix,  1833;  and  Edinburgh  Monlkly  Journal  of  Medical  Science. 

'  Tifale  of  Chemieil  Testa.    By  Jamei  HimittoD,  M.  D^  or  Bidliniore,  prepvtd  bt 
the  Mtivlind  Medical  and  Sargicst  Journal. 
■London  Uedical  GimII«,  ADgoet,  1841,  p.  767. 
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Aht.I.— ON  OPHTHALMIA. 

Bt  Eowaxd  Jb^weh-Coxb,  M.  D.,  op  New  Ohlxahs. 

Dr.  IhmglUon, 

Dear  Sir,— Than  ophtb>tmia,  a^  eenerally  obsairei),  Tew  dJEcsseB  ai 
e  ltara£sii]g  i     "  ' 


,  01',  at  (iiq««,  prove  more  ttarafising  end  Teiaiious,  as  well  (o  the 
patient  as  itte  physiciaa. 

From  (be  speedy  ajid  complete  success  atteodiBg  ibe  ver^  simple  mode  of 
trealmeot  adopted  in  two  cases,  lately  preseaied  to  mf  notice,  I  tm  ioduced 
to  send  you  a  report  of  them,  in  the  belief  that  this  mode  of  applying  many 
remedies  will  prove  mote  serrtceHble  in  manr  cases  ofophlhalmia  iban  that 
gepetilly  adopted.  Whether  correct  or  Hot,  1  feel  disposed  to  attribute  the 
success  of  this  plan  of  ireaimeot,  almost  antirelT,  to  (he  absotule  rest  im- 
posed ap9D  the  eyes,  preveutiog  any  motion  of  the  lids,  and  allowing  natnre 
mil  opportunity  to  exert  her  well  Known  and  powerful  curative  iafluence 
orer  disease. 

Last  winter,  a  loan  emjiloyed  in  the  gas  works  of  this  cit^  received  an 
side  of  the  face,  which  resulted  in  a  very  severe  inflammation 


of  the  light  eve,  extending  orer  the  conjunctiva  of  the  ball  and  lids.  Sup- 
pMiog  it  would  prove  but  temporary,,  he  confined  himself  to  bathing  tbe  eye 
frequently  with  cold  water;  so  painful,  however,  did  it  becope  by  the  end  of 


the  second  day,  that  he  requested  pie  lo  order  someihiitg  for  it,  stating  at 
the  same  time  his  inability  to  abseiit  himself  from  worh. 

I  ordered  a  dose  of  sails,  and  directed  ^im  to  prepare  an  iafusioD  of  the 
pith  of  sasp^ras,  when  cold,  to  be  mixed  with  in  equal  quantity  of  rose 
w^ter,  and  to  be  used  as  follows: 

Envelope  io  lisenapiece  of  stale  bread,  crvst  t'emof  ed,  of  the  size  of  the 

Ealm  of  the  hand,  saturate  this  with  the  above,  apply  it  over  the  eye,  and 
eep  it  on  moderately  tight  with  a  bandage  or  faan<»erchief,  which  was  on 
no  account  to  be  removed  before  seeing  me  again.  The  compress  <o  be 
kept  moist  by  pouring  occasionally  upon  k  front  above  a  few  Itbfe  spoonfuls 
of  (he  liquid. 

The  next  e-  _       „ 
pain  much  dimioitbed,  I 
at  work  all  day. 

Upoo  examining  the  eye,  I  found  the  inflammation  materially  lessened, 
and  directed  a  continuance  of  the  same  loi;al  treatment. 

In  two  days  from  this  time  the  eye  was  perfectly  well. 

..Coogic 
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Caae  Second.  A  black  mtui,  labouring  uuier  a  severe  Btlack  of  ophdialmii 
in  both  eyes,  had  been  taking  various  medicines,  and  applying  diffcTeal 
washe*  for  about  a  week  without  beoefit. 

The  inflammation  had  been  graditallr  incteuing,  attended  with  coniider- 
able  pain  and  discharse,  and  wnea  I  saw  bini,  the  conjunQtiTa  of  both  ejea 
was  in  a  high  state  of  inflammation. 

This  case  oecuTring  shortly  shj>r(1y  hdei  the  abore,  1  determined  npoo 
nying  the  same  means,  subslitutiog  for  the  infusion  of  ussafras  and  roN 
water,  a  weak  solution  of  the  acetate  of  zinc  in  rose  water,  directing  him  to 
keep  perfectly  t^uiet,  and  lo  apply  the  compreea  es  above  directed. 

Considering  it  iHrneceBsary  to  detail  the  daily  progreas.  It  is  sufficient  to 
state  that  in  the  space  of  one  week  a  nerfect  eur«  was  eSected. 

While  upon  thia  subject,  1  will  further  trespass  upon  your  time  by  giving 
the  result  of  a  plan  of  tieaiment  in  an -exceedingly  violent  case  of  o^thal- 
mia  for  which  all  the  usual  remedies  had  been  ineffectually  tried. 

At  the  time  1  tried  the  plau  about  to  be  mentioned,  I  was  not  aware  of  iti 
ever  haTii^  been  recommended :  J  have  lately,  however,  seen  it  spoken  of 
in  terms  of  commendation  by  M.  Velpeau,  of  Paris, 

In  the  year  1824, 1  attended  a  heatthv  negreM,  aged  about  eighteen  yean, 
for  an  inDammation  of  both  eyes,  which  cootinuea  to  lncrea>e  in  severity, 
notwithstanding  the  most  active  treatment,  consisting  of  frequent  aodcopiona 
general  and  local  bleeding,  emetics,  nauseanis,  purgatives,  a  variety  of  local 
applications,  confinement  to  a  dark  room,  and  toe  most  rigid  diet. 

Finding  the  ordinary  treatment  of  no  avail,  and  feeling  uneasy  as  to  ibc 
result,  I  decided  upon  applying  a  blisler  over  both  eyes,  with  a  soft  comprest 
of  old  linen  over  them,  and  retained  by  a  bandage. 

At  the  expiration  of  eight  hours.  I  removed  the  blisters,  which  had  drawn 
very  well,  and  discharged  copiousiv,  hut  not  being  able  to  procure  a  sigbt  d 
the  eyes,  I  directed  a  tepid  bread  and  milk  poultice  to  be  applied,  and 
renewed  every  four  hours.  The  pain  had  become  much  less,  and  at  the 
expiration  of  two  days,  when  eoaoled  to  examine  the  eyes,  I  was  macb 

Satified  lo  find  the  intlammaiion  considerably  reduced,  and  by  cooiinning 
e  poultice  a  lew  days  longer,  and  then  substitattng.  the  mildest  washes,  a 
perfect  cure  was  accomplished  In  ahont  ten  days. 

It  ntay  not  be  amiss  to  slate,  that,  not  withstanding  the  apparcnr  severity 
of  tbe  remedy,  my  patient  did  not  complain  of  its  cnnsing  any  pain,  but,  od 
the  contrary,  that  caused  by  the  disease,  which  hid  previously  been  very 
great,  was  soon  sensibly  diminished  by  the  action  of  the  blisteis,  and  was 
no  longer  the  subject  of  complaint: 

In  reference  lo  the  proper  period  fbr  applying  blisters  over  the  eyes,  in 
violent  and  obstinate  cases  of  ophthalmia,  it  appears  to  me,  thai,  after  ■  very 
decided  impression  baa  been  made  upon  the  general  system,  by  the  nsuti 
depletory  remedies,  and  not  till  then,  they  may  be  applied  with  ibe  moat 
decided  advantage. 

As  regards  the  modus  operandi  of  blisters  in  these  cases,  it  is  unnecessary 
to  dwell  upon  it,  great  disciepancy  of  opinion  existing  upon  .that  point;  I 
am,  however,  di^fmsed  to  believe,  that  to  the  simultaneous  discharge  and 
excitant  effect  prodaeed  by  them,  we  may  reasonably  altribnte  ihe  positive 
curative  effects  displayed  in  this  case. 
With  respect,  I  remain 

Yours  sincerely, 

EDWARD  JENNBR  COXE,  M.  D. 
No.  29,  Cang>  ttrtet,  JVew  Orleaiu. 
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Art.  II.— on  SOME  DISEASES  IN  WHICH  ALBUMINODS  URINE 

OCCURS. 

Bv  TaouAS^  WiLUAHSON,  M.  D.' 

Om  or  (be  Flini>i*H  «■  U>*  Lsltb  BitpeoniT.  Mc  fc«. 

Since  the  promolgiaiioo  of  the  views  entenaiaed  bj  Dr.  Blight  aodotbera, 
in  lefereoce  to  the- arioe  coDtainiiig  albumen  in  cerlaio  diseased  conditioos 
o(  (he  kidoef,  members  of  the  profession  in  general  have  willingly  given 
ibeit  assent  to  this  doclrine.  But  whilst,  on  the  one  hand,  il  caanot  be 
denied  that  Dr.  Bright,  by  his  researches,  threw  light  upon  much  that  waJB 
formerly  obicuie,  on  lb e,  other,  it  may  fairly  be  questioned  whether  the 
raedical  profession  are'  Qoi  disposed  to  attach  too  much  importanc 


simple  appearance  of  an  adventitious  principle  in  the  renal  secretion,  as 
paihogiiDinonic  of  structural  change  in  Ine  kidney.  It  is  my  object,  then,  ib 
Ibe  present  commimication,  tp  inquire  whether  there  are  diseases,  apart 
from  change  in  the  renal  structure,  in  coDDeclion  with  whick  albumen  is 
«oaiamed  in  the  urine,  and  by  this  raeaos  attempt  to  show  that  this  pheno- 
menon is  not  of  such  rare  occuireoce  as  is  perhaps  f;enerally  believed. 

Alihoush  Dr.  Bright,  doubtless,  is  enlilled  to  Ibe  merit  of  being  the  first 
to  proclaim  to  the  medical  world,  the  fact  of  renal  disease,  coexisting  with 
an  altered  coastiiutioD  of  the  urine  and  dropsy,  as  mere  symptoms  of  tb« 
primary  rinal  change  of  stroclure,  yet  the  existence  of  albumen  in  the  urine 
of  certain  patients  labouring  under  dropsy  was  made  hnown  in  the  ;^ear 
1764,  by  Coiutinius,  who,  adverting  to  this  phenomenon,  as  occurring  to  a 
youug  man  afiecled  with  anasarca,  to  whom  be  gave  cream  of  tartar,  and 
iDoreased  by  this  means  ibe  flow  of  urine^  says,  "nam  daubus  libris  ejus 
uriox  ad  tgnem  admotis  cum  pene  dimidium  evaporas&et,  reliquum  facessit 
albam  in  natsam,  jam  eoacio  ovi  albumine  perstmilem."*  Again,  in  the 
year  1770,  we  find  Dr.  [i'ordyce  scaling,  that,  "  if  tbe  kidneys  are  relaxed  or 
stimulated,  chyle,  serum,  coagulable  Ij^roiih,  and  even  the  red  part  of  the 
blood  may  be  thrown  out.'*  Dr.  Darwin,  in  1794,  slates,  "there  is  a  third 
species  of  diabetes,  in  which  ibe  urine  is  mucilaginons,  and  appears  ropy 
when  pouring  il  from  one  vessel  into  another,  dnd  will  sometimes  coagulate 
over  the  fire."*  In  1798,  Rollo  Ihoa  writes^  "  nitrous  acid  added  to  heatlhv 
urine  produces  slight  eQervescence,  and  gives  it  more  or  less  of  a  reddish 
colour,  but  produces  no  precipitation-  In  some  diseases,  however,  partica- 
iarly  general  dropsy,  or  anasarca,  this  reageol,  when  dropped  into  the  urine, 
produces  a  mllkiness,  and  in  some  instances,  b  coagulation  similar  to  what 
would  take  place  if  added  to  the  serum  of  the  blood  ;"  and  again,  "  In  mor- 
bid states  or  the  urine,  the  coagulable  part  of  the  serum  is  detected  both  by 
the  nitrous  acid  and  even  by  heat.'*  In  1811,  Blackall,'  Cruickshanks,^ 
and  Nyscen  delected  ihc  same  phenomenon.  The  latter  says  that  he  ex- 
aqiinea  the  urioe  of  a  yoang  man  laboiving  under  acute  peritonitis,  ilDder 
which  he  died;  and  among  the  other  substances  discovered,  he  states  that 
it  conlained  "a  large  amount  ot  albuminous  matter,  which  the  urine  does 
not  contain  in  a  state  of  health."  Talking  of  the  urme  belonging  to  drop- 
sical patients,  be  slates  that  he  procured  sane  from  a  young  man,  eighteen 
years  of  age,  who  had  been  affected  with  ascites  for  lereral  months,  to  alt 


■  CDtunntni  de  Ischiada  Mervon  Nrapoli,  1764,  repnbliihed  In  'RwMDr,  Stuidifort, 


■  Ford; ce'i  Elemanti  of  Pndllce  of  Phtiic,  I7T0,  p.  1?. 
<  Dsrvin'a  Zoonoaiia,  1794,  vol.  i.  p.  316. 
'  Rollo  on  DiibtlM,  1798,  pp.  443-446. 
*  BbckaU  on  DropiiM,  ISU. 
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appearance  idiopathic  ;  and  among  the  oiher  mbstances  detected  by  cheni- 
cat  analysis,  he  adds,  "  as  regaids  the  great  quantity  of  albumeo  found  id 
this  Drine,  it  will  be  necessary  to  Boalyse,  aod  support  them  by  ibe  exami- 
natioD  of  dead  bodies,  in  order  to  deiermine  if  the  dropsr  had  any  share  ia 
its  deTclopement,  or  if  It  was  dependent  upon  a  parlicujar  itale  of  the  aii- 
nary  organs."  He  also,  alludiag  to  peritonitic  urine,  says,  that  "  it  con- 
tained  much  albumen,  which  leads  to  che  sopposiiion  that  the  urine  becoraei 
albumiDous  in  peritonitiR."'    Id  1612,  Dr.  Well**  likewise  directed  altentioo 


to  the  appeerauce  of  albumen  In  the  urinary  s 

Previous  10  bringing  forward  caaei  for  the  purpose  of  proving  ihe  frequeni 
eiistence  of  albumen  io  the  renal  secrelioo,  altogether  indepeudeut  of  ibt 
chanee  of  structure  occurring  in  the  kiduey,  it  may,  perhaps,  be  well, 
ahortly  to  adren  to  the  opinions  expressed  by  various  authors  of  eminence 
as  to  tke  extreme  rarity  of  its  occurrence.  ,  Dr.  Osburne  states  in  conaeciica 
with  this  subject,  "  ia  no  instance  have  I  met  with  coagulabte  urine  without 
diseased  kidneys,  or  healthy  kidners  with  coagulable  urine."  Dr.  Cbriiii- 
•on  states,  ihal,  although  coaguUole  urine  may  be  foimd  without  kidnq 
disease,  it  is,  nereilheless,  "  very  rare."  M.  Rayer  is  said  to  have  examined 
the  urine  of  400  patients  taken  iodiscriminatelv,  the  result  of  which  was, 
thai  only  three  presented  albuminous  urine  witabut  granular  kidney.  H. 
Solon  examined  the  urine  of  500  or  600  persons  either  in  health  or  full  cob- 
vale>ceDC«,  and  found  only  one  with  albinainous  urine.  And  lasily,  Pro- 
lessor  Forget,  oa  two  different  occasions,  examined  the  urine  of  belweea 
forty  and  fifly  patients  in  his  hoapii&l,  and  "  found  olbaininous  urine  only  ia 
those  affected  with  dropsy,  and  in  whom,  when  they  did  not  reeorer,  the 
inspection  proved  the  existence  of  diseased  kidnevs."* 

On  Ihe  otber  baud,  among  those  who  strongly  contend  for  the  frequent 
appearance  of  albuminous  urtne-  without  kidney  disease,  we  toay  mentioa 
the  name  of  Dr.  Darwall,  who  illustraiea  his  position  by  several  cases,  om 
or  two  of  which  we  now  call  attention  to.  Talking  of  eSusions  which  fre- 
quently attend  diseased  slates  of  the  heart,  he  observes  : 

Casc  I.— In  a  patient  who  died  in  the  Birmingham  Hospital,  during  the 
present  year,  V  a  very  early  stage  of  Ihe  effusion,  two  monlhs  before  hi* 
death,  the  urine  was  barely  rendered  turbid,  but  the  evening  he  died  it  wu 
neatly  rendered  solid  by  boiling.  On  dissection,  the  heart  was  found 
enormously  enlarged,  and  the  aorta  very  much  diseased,  the  kidneys  were 
perfectly  sound." 

Case  II. — Another  case  "  occurred  in  a  lady  who  had  been  suffering  fiom 
pulmonary  symptoms,  and  symptoms  of  disease  of  the  heart  for  nine  months. 
When  we  first  saw  her,  at  this  time,  the  urine  coagulated  strongly, and  cea- 
tinued  to  do  so  till  the  period  of  her  death,  three  months  afterwards ;  ye^ 
while  the  left  lung,  the  pleura,  and  Ihe  heart,  exbihiied  seiiouG  disease  of 
long  standing,  aa^  while  the  liver  was  also  diseased,  though  in  a  slighter 
degree,  there  was  ,no  appreciable  change  whatever  in  the  substance  of  the 

The  three  following  are  cases  of  pneumonia,  and  occurred  in  oar  oma 
experience. 

Case  III. — John  Guy,  aged  S5,  a  stout,  sober,  and  healthy  young  man,  bv 
occupation  a  seaman,  after  baring  been  exposed  to  cold,  was  seized  with 
rigors,  which  were  shortly  afterwards  followed  with  dyspniea,  cough,  ud 
copious  rusty-coloured  expectoration  j  crepitating  rale  heard  all  over  the 
right  side ;  passed  about  a  pint  of  urine  in  the  twenty-four  hours,  of  i  iiA 
straw  colour,  specific  gravity  1013.    In  this  case,  nitric  acid  gave  an  albo- 

I  Nyiten,  ReeherchM  de  Phyiiologie,  1811,  p.  355.  360.  and  963. 
1  Trtouct.  ofa  Society  for  the  ImpiaigiiHat  of  Med.  and  Chir.  KD«wledn,vsLiii- 
p.167.    Umton,  18ia.  ^ 

*  Sea  CbriatieoD  on  the  "  Granular  Kidney,"  page  39. 

*  C;d<9«dia  of  Pnctieal  Medicine,  vol.  i.  Article  "  Dtofj,"  p.  637  and  HO. 
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miDous  precipilaie  to  the  eiteoi  of  aeaily  one  balf  of  the  roluiue  of  fluid 
employed,  which  precipitate  withstood  the  action  6{  heat.  This  occurred  at 
an  early  period  of  reaction.    The  young  man  aubaefiueatly  reeoyeted. 

.Ca'sb  IV.— Alexaoder  Ballingat,  an  old  soldier,  aged  68,  stated  ibat  be 
enjoyed  during  hia  life  the  best  of  health,  with  the  exception  of  a  severe  in- 
flammalion  of  the  chest  which  was  bronghi  on  by  lyfng  three  days  and 
nights  on  the  field  of  Waterloo,  after  having  been  wounded  in  that  engage- 
ment. He  had  been  ten  days  ill  with  dyspoma,  cough,  and  coloured  expec- 
toration before  seen  bj-  me,  at  wbich-  time  all  these  Bymploras  continued. 
In  aaditioD,  the  right  side  of  chest  npon  percuasion  gave  a  sound  as  dull  as 
that  emitted  by  marble ;  percussion  ou  left  side  tolerably  natural';  bronchial 
respiration  aod  bronchophony  were  heard  distinctly  all  over  the  right  side, 
while  m'ucous  rftles,  with  puerile  respiralioD,  were  present  io  the  left  side 
bf  chest ;  passed  about  a  pint  of  urine  in  the  twenty-four  hoars,  of  ihccolour 
of  small  beer,  specific  gravity  1088,  wbich  yielded  no  precipitate  by  .beat 
alone.  After  the  addition,  however,  of  a  little  nitric  acid,  a  copious  albu- 
mifioUB  precipitate  was  the  result,  which  efiectually  withstood  the  teapplica- 
tion  of  heat,  showing  that  the  urine  had  been  previously  alkaline.  This 
man  died. 

Upon  dissection,  the  whole  of  the  right  luog  was  found  to  be  in  the  stale 
of  gray  hepatisation,  with  extensive  old  cellDlar  adhesions  between  the 
pleura  costalia  md  puttnonalU  o{  both  eidea;  the  left  lung  was  In  a  stale  of 
active  pongestioo.  The  kidneys  and  other  organs  were  perfpctly  healthy.  - 
This  man,  it  should  have  been  stated,  was  a  drunkard. 

Case  V. — John  Gray,  aged  45,  by  profossion  formerly  a  soldier,  had 
fought  at  Waterloo,  and  died  the  same  day  as  the  preceding  case,  labouring 
UDifer  all  the  symptoms  of  pleuropoeumonia.  Upoo  dissection,  recent  bands 
of  lymph  were  found  passing  between  the  pleura  costalia  and  pubjionalia  of 
the  rignt  side,  with  some  serous  effusion  into  the  CDtresponding  pleural  sac. 
Right  lung  in  a  state  of  red  bepatisaiion,  with  small  portions  here  and  there 
having' passed  on  to  the  gray,  slight  effusion  into  the  pericardial  cavity,  with 
soft  lymph  between  its  serous  coats.  Kidneys  perfectly  faeahhy  to  all  ap- 
pearance, though  rather  pale  in  colour;  both  structures,  Qowev^r,  quite  dis- 
tinct. Passed  before  death  aboot  eighteen  ounces  of  pale  coloured  urine 
daily.  Specific  gravity  lOlS;  beat  aod  nitric  acid  gave  an  abundaol  preci- 
pitate of  albumen. 

Most  of  the  following  cases  came  under  my  own  direct  obserrali on. 

Case  VI.— Mrs.  Ross,  aged  63,  of  sober  and  temperate,  habits,  before 
death  had  for  somey^ars  been  affected  with  all  the  symptoms  of  scirrhus  of  ' 
the  pyloricenremityof  the  stomacb,  such  as,  almost  constant  pain,  anorexia, 
and  freqaent  ?oii)itmg  of  a  dark  coloured  fiiiid,  somewhat  Bimilar  to  coSee 
grounds.  Upon  disseciOD,  the  pyloric  extremity  of  the  stomach  was  thick- 
eaed  and  hardened,  which  arose  from  its  celkilar  tissue  h.iving'  become  by- 
pertrophied.  Kidneys  perfectly  healthy,  as  were  all  the  other  abdominal 
organs.  The  lungs. were  loaded  with  frothy  mucus.  Left  rentricle  of 
heart  in  a  state  of  hypertrophy  without  dilatation  ;  its  other  cavities  were 
perfectly  healthy  and  natural ;  the  two  serous  surfaces  of  the  pericardium 
were  universally  adherent,  by  means  of  old  cellubr  baod.<.  During  life 
there  was  nothing  remarkable  in  respect  of  the  renal  secretion,  as  regarded 
quantity.  Theo,  it  was  nor  examined.  After  death,  however,  the  quantity 
of  urine  obtained  from  ibe  blad'der,  though  too  limited  to  enable  us  to  ascer- 
tain its  specific  gravity,  nevertheless,  by  the  agency  both  of  heat  and  nitric 
acid,  afforded  an  albuminous  precipitate  almost  equal  in  volume  to  the 
quantity  of  fluid  eidployed.' 

'  In  many  of  the  succeeding  cases,  it  *il]  be  abiervGd,  that  the  urine  w»  submilled 
to  chemical  examinaliaa  after  the  death  of  the  pktientK  Now,  though  I  am  aware 
that  OD  this  accDOBt  objoclibiis  may  be  nired  sgainst  ttra  nlldity  of  auoh  oiks,  on  the 
ftonnd  of  the  serum  ofthebhiod  exuding  tbrengli  the  tlssass  of  the  Madder  after  deailt. 
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Case  TIL— Mrs.  W.  for  three  years  before  ber  death  bsd  labcnrfcd  under 

Sroptoms  of  diseased  Hioraacb.  Upoo  disseciion,  ibe  pyloric  eitremitj  of 
e  stomach  was  foaud  in  ■  weil-niarked  state  of  what  is  usually  denooii- 
nated  scirrbus  of  ibe  sromach.  All  the  other  abdomiaal  organs  were  bealiby. 
Unfortunately,  however,  Ibe  kidneys  were  not  mintilcly  eiamioed,  to  tbit 
we  are  unable  to  bring  forward  any  positive  evidence  as  to  their  oaioral 
or  healthy  state.  We  have,  however,  thought  this  case  worth  iusertiug  along 
with  the  preceding  one  of  scirrbus  of  the  stomach,  more  especially  as  the 
urine  which  was  obtained  from  the  bladder  was  highly  albuminous. 

Case  VIII.— J.  A.,  73  years  of  age,  bad  been  the  subject  of  retention  of 
urine  for  the  last  ten  Or  twelve  days  of  his  life,  seemingly  dependent  upon  1 
paralysed  state  of  the  bladder.  The  urine  was  secre:ed  in  considerable 
abundance,  and  was  of  a  dark  greeoish  colour^  speciBc  gravity  1022.  Thii 
urine  contaioed  a  large  quantity  of  albumen.  Upon  dissectioa  the  left  kid- 
ney was  very  small  and  atrophied,  co&taining  a  considerable  sized  cakulua 
within  its  prlvis.  Tbe  parenchymatous  tissne  of  tbls  kidney  was  almost 
entirely  courerted  inio  serous  cysts.  A  smaller  calculus,  of  a  peculiar  flat 
button  shape,  was  contained  in  one  of  those  cysts  at  tbe  upper  part  of  ibis 
kidney.  The  right  kidney  was  in  a  state  of  hypertrophy,  bat  oiberwiie 
healthy.  The  urinary  bladder  was^  large,  aod  immensely  bypertrophicd  in 
all  its  coats ;  its  inner  or  mucous  coat  was  rough  and  granular,  several  small 
calculi  were  found  in  the  urethral  portion  of  the  prostate  gland,  which 
gland  itself  was  raucb  increased  in  -size. 

Some  writers  upon  the  granular  kidney,  in  establishing  the  eiisience  of 
albumen  in  the  renal  secretion,  as  one  of  tbe  pathognomic  symptoms  most 
to  be  relied  on  for  pointing  out  tbe  disease,  deny,  itial,  whilst  the  renal 
tissue  remains  unaltered,  any  or^anio  lesion  of  the  lirer  is  capable  of  pro- 
ducing the  pbenomenoa  in  question,  It  will  he  seen,  by  referring  to  a  few 
cases  which. follow,  that  aibumea  was  detected  in  tbe  utine  of  individuals, 
ia  whom  the  tissue  of  the  liver  was^  upon  dissection,  found  lo  deviate  from 
its  normal  condition,  and  to  have  assumed  tbat  peculiar  appearance  known 
by  tbe  term  cirrhosis.  Little  value  may,  perhaps,  however,  be  attached  to 
such  cases,  seeing  that  it  has  been  doubled  by  able  authority  whether  ibis 
seeming  change  of  structure  be  really  an  accideoial  deposit.  I  have,  noi- 
witbstandiig,  thought  them  worth  recording. 

Case  1X.~A  Prussian  sailor  fell  by  accident  into  (he  hold  of. his  vessel. 
Immediately  afterwards  he  was  brought  to  ibe  Casually  Hospital  (Leiib), 
when  it  was  found  that  he  had  sustained  a  severe  fracture  of  the  cranium. 
He  died  in  a  few  hours  after  admission,  with  symptoms  of  compression  of 
the  brain.  Upon  disseclion,  a  large  coagulum  was  fouad  between  the  inner 
table  of  the  scull  and  dura  mater.  The  corresponding  or  left  cerebral 
hemisphere  was  mucji  compressed,  and  partially  lacerated.  Tbe  liver  wis 
large,  and  contained  many  large  natches  sffectetl  with  cirrhosis.  The  spleen 
was  sofi,  and  the  kidneys  perfectly  healthy.  The  urine  was  pale  and  colour- 
less ;  speclGc  gravity,  1016.  When  exposeij  lo  heat  or  nitric  acid  an  abaci- 
dant  precipitate  of  albumen  was  the  result.  This  man  was  uncommonly 
powerful,  30  years  of  age,  and  in  the  full  eojoymenl  of  health  both  previout 
lo  aod  at  tbe  time  of  the  accident. 

Case  X. — J.  Robertson,  aged  30  years,  a  stout  moseular  porter,  of  ioiem- 
perate  habits,  was  seized  with  all  the  otdinaiy  symptoms  of  deliritm 
tremeni,  from  which  be  died. 

Upon  dissection,  the  traces  of  general  Cerebral  congestion  were  apparent, 
without,  however,  any  of  the  prominent  effects  of  inflammatory  action.  Con- 
siderable serous  effasioa  was  found  between  the  arachnoid  tnembraoe  and 
jna  mater,  as  also  at  ibe  base  of  tbe  cranium.    The  two  serous  surfaces  of 
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the  perioaHinm  were  HDiTCTHllr  adherent,  bf  old  celhilar  tissue.  The  lefi 
ventricle  of  heart  was  hypenrophied,  without  much  dilHCaiioa.  A  ting  of 
OMeoua  depoait  was  foutid  surrouDdiug  the  mitral  Tslve. 

The  liver  was  about  -its  natural  size,  but  much  affecled  with  ciirhotia. 
Tbe  kidneys  were  perfectly  heatihf.  The  mine  was  of  a  dark  atraw-colour; 
specific  gravity,  1018.  Heat  and  niiric  acid  gave  an  albuminoua  precipitate, 
equal  in  volume  to  perhaps  a  fourth  of.ihe  fluid  employed. 

Dr.  Blackall  ^ivet  an  instance  of  albumlnfiua  urine  co-existiog  with  Jia- 
eased  liver,  whnh  we  shall  here  abridge. 

dae  XI.— A.  B.  aged  45,  sallow  and  bloated  skin ;  pulse  100,  hard ; 
dygpn(Ba;1oas  of  voice,  and  stricture  about  tbe  hypochondria;  abdomen 
swelled;  frequent  dark  bilious  discharges;  cedema  of  legt;  urine  of  the 
appearance  andcolaurof  rennet  whey,  copious  at  night,  precipllaling  at  160; 
convulsions  shortly  came  on,  with  fixed  bat  not  dilated  pupils.  Blow]  drawa 
was  watery,  and  much  cupped.  Not  more  than  two  hours  before  hei  death, 
the  pulse  remained  slill  quick  and  hard. 

Diiaeclion. — Lang  every  where  free  from  adhesion ;  about  four  ounces  of 
bloody  Eemm  ob  each  side  of  the  chest;  a  siball  quantity  of  pale  fluid  in  the 
pericardium;  very  little  water  in  the  abdomen.  Th«  liver  hard,  with  a  thick 
curled  edge,  its  membrane  being  rather  white,  and  greatly  thickened,  and  its 
surface  irregular  with  tubercles.  A  dbnsiderable  portion  of  its  subslanoe 
was  divided  into  hard  brown  lubercutar  masses;  the  other  vibceia  of  the 
abdonsen  sound.  "  I  speak,"  says  he,  "  pailicularly  of  the  kidneys."'  It  is 
clearly  evident  fTooi  this  language,  thai  his  attention  was  in  an  especial 
roanaer  directed  to  .the  kidneys,  so  that  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  conceive 
that,  had  their  tisaae  been  materially  affected,  the  change  would  have  eluded 
his  observation. 

Cue  Xtl. — James  Lamb^  aged  48,  by  occupation  a  carpenter,  waa  squeezed 
between  two  lo^  of  wood  m  a  ship- building  yard,  and  immedialel)^  brought 
to  the  Leigh  Dispensary,  where  be  soon  afterwards  died.  Upon  dissection, 
the  four  superior  ribsiof  noth  iide»  were  found  fractured,  The  right  lobe  of 
the  liver  waa  laoerated  and  torn.  Its  substance  presented  the  appearance 
usually  known  under  the  name  of  cirrhosis.  The  kidneys  were  quite 
healthy.  Tbe  bladder  eontaioed  so  little  uriae  as  to  prevent  oar  ascertain- 
ing its  proper  specific  gravity ;  but  which,  nevertheless,  yielded  a  copious 
precipitate  ooih  by  heat  and  nitric  acid.  This  man  had  enjoyed  good  health 
previous  ly. 

Case  XIII. — V.  Ward,  aged  4),  died  labouring  under  the  syrpptoms  of 
flithitU  and  diabHta  innpidut.  Upon  dissection,  the  Lungs, were  found 
.  tuberculous.  The  liver  had  seeminely  iindergone  fatty  degeneraiion.  The 
kidneys,  and  other  organs,  were  healthy.  The  urine  was  of  a  pale  colour; 
its  specific  gravity,  however,  was  not  ascertained;  heat  and  nitric  aejd  both 
yielded  a  copious  al b urn i nous  precipitate. 

Case  XIV,— W.  Saunders,  aged  60,  die^  of  chronic  olceration  of  the 
epiglottis  and  'arvni.  Upon  disseetioo,  the  liver  was  found  partially  afle^cted 
with  cirrhosis.  The  kidneys,  as  well  as  other  organs,  were,  to  all  appear- 
ance, healthy.  Th«  bladder  contained  a  small  quantity  of  urine,  which  did 
not  admit  of  its  specific  gravity  beinjj  taken,  biM  which  yielded  a  copious 
precipitate  by  heat,  which  was  not  redissolved  by  the  addition  of  acid. 

The  following  are  cases  of  vai  ious  descriptions. 

C*ae  XV.— William  Hollingworth,  aged  45,  of  very  temperafe  habits, 
had  loa([  taboared  under  symptoms  of  diseased  heart  and  blood-vessels, 
from  which  be  at  lei>gth  sunk.  Upon  disseciloo,  the  left  ventricle  of  the 
heart  was  greatly  dilated,  with  propoUiobal  hypertrophy.  Tbe  right  auritle 
was  greatly  dilated,  without  hypertrophy.  The  inner  membrane  of  the 
ascending  aorta  was  covered  with  osseous  laminK, 

The  urine  was  of  a  dark  straw  colour;  specific  gravity,  1022;  beat  aad 
nitric  acid  botlLyielded  an  albuminous  precipitate. 


■  BUekall  on  Droptlee,  p.  145. 
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Caee  XVI.— Jamea  Stirling,  a^ed  23,  a  yoUDg  mao  preriousltr  in  the 
«DJoymeat  of  good  healib,  was  seized  suddenly  at  Hull  wiib  indiapoaitioo, 
for  whiob  biood  was  taken  Trom  tbe  arm.  On  his  reium  bome  be  was 
labouiing  under  severe  inflammation  or  the  vein  wbich  had  been  opened. 
Latterly,  symptoms  of  purulent  effusion  within  the  pleural  cavity  took  place, 
upder  which  be  sank. 

Upon  dissection,  ihe  Veins  of  tbe  arm  were  fbtlod  filled  with  pnruleift 
matter.  Several  pints  of  the  same  fluid  Kfere  contained  in  the  right  ptennl 
cavity.  The  kidneys  and  other  viscera  were  b«a1iby.  Aboni  a  pint  of 
urine  was  passed  in  the  twenty-four  hours,  of  a  straw  colour ;  specific 
gravity,  1012;  heat  and  nitric  acid  in  this  instance  formed  almost  a  solid 
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B  XTIIi— Jane  PaltersoD,  aged  3)  years,  had  been  affected  with  well- 
marked  pertussis  for  about  two  months.  By  impmdent  expostire  to  cold,  an 
attack  of  cynanche  trachealit  supervened,  and  terminated  fatally. 

Upon  dissection,  tbe  lungs  weie  found  to  be  the  seat  of  interlobular 
emphysema.  The  Iaryn«  was  highly  vascular  throughout,  having  its  mucous 
suriace  covered  here  and  there  tfith  soft  lymph.  Heart,  liver,  kidoevs,  and 
other  oi^ans  were  perfectly  healthy  in  tbis  case.  Tbe  urine  was  pale  and 
colourless ;  its  specific  gravity  was  not  ascertained ;  heat  and  nitric  acid, 
however,  gave  a  large  precipitate  of  atburaen. 

Case  XVUI.— J.  M.,  aged  5  years,  had  a  mild  attack  of  scartfitida,  from 
which  he  was  convalescing  favourably.  About  three  weeks  alter  tbe  appear- 
ance of  the  eTopiioD,  bis  parents  observed  bim  slightly  swelled  in  the  lower 
estremities.  At  this  period  he  was  suddenly  seized  wiih  dyspnoea,  and 
severe  lumbar  pain,  stretching  itself  down  the  thighs ;  the  breathing  was 
hurried  and  loborious,  with  loud  mucous  rattle  over  the  whole  chest;  ibt 
urinary  secretion  was  almost  suppressed,  and  the  smalt  quantity  jxtssed  was 
of  a  high  colour,  and  deposited  an  abundant  precipitate  of  a  brick  colour; 
gtulse  170,  strong  and  full.  He  was  immediately  bL'd,  atul  leeches  were 
applied  to  the  Iqins.  The  urine  was  examined,  and  its  specific  gtaviiy 
found  to  be  1015,  at  the  sarae  time  that  it  conlaiaed  an  abandant  proportion 
of  albumen. 

Upon  dissection,  both  lungs  were  found  in  a  state  of  active  congestion; 
all  tbe  oiher  viscera  were  healthy,  wilb  the  eiceptioa  of  the  kidneys,  whiob 
were  congested,'  , 

As  our  limits  will  not  permit  a  full  detail  of  each  individual  case  in  which 
albuminous  urine  was  detected,  we  must  close  this  part  of  our  subject  by 
little  more  than  a  simple  mention  of  those  cases  of^  disease  in  which  thn 
phenomenon  was  found. 

1st.  It  was  observed  in  Ae  iTase  of  a  young  girl  affeoie^  with  pertassis. 
This  girl  is  now  in  the  enjoyment  of  excellent  health! 

2dly.  It  was  observei]  in  a  case  of  diabelet  inripidut,  since  dead,  without 
a  posl  mortem  examination  being  obtained. 

3dly.  Ii  was  observed  in  a  case  of  icterus,  occurring  in  a  previous  healthy 
man,  whose  urine  was  of  the, low  specific  gravity  of  1008.  This  man  is 
since  quite  well. 

4thty.  It  was  observed  in  a  case  of  chronic  hroochitis,  with  diseased 
heart,  where  there  was  no  reason  to  apjHebend  kidney  disease. 

5thly.  It  was  observed  in  the  case  of  a  man  for  many  years  affected  with 
syphilis,  having  Idsl  his  nose  and  soft  palate  by  ulceration.  This  man  had 
taken  large  quantities  of  mercury. 

6thty.  It  was  observed'  in  a  man  labouriqg  under  severe  gastric  fever, 
owing  m  over  indulgence  in  eating  aod  drinking. 

■The  appearance  «bjch  the  kjdnoyg  preunted  in  this  eud  wis  limplj, ■■  mifbl 
hnva  been  a  priori  expected  from  the  symptoms,  ihst  uf  active  congeelion,  withoal  Ibe 
■ligbtnt  veiiige  at  an/  of  the  proniiDenc  ippeannora  which,  aecording  la  OV;  Brigbt, 
ehiracteiiiB  the  fir«t  stage  of  the  aSbclion  deecribed  by  hkq. 
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Ttbff .  It  wu  obscrred  in  a  f onng  ijirl  affected  with  severe  rtieuniatic 
fever ;  and 

8thly.  Ii  was  obsetred  to  a  caae  of  modified  variola,  ocaurring  in  s  gir) 
[bar  yeare  of  age,  aod  ibe  period  wben  it  was  noticed  wni  -during  the  aeciind 
day  of  tbe  erapiion. 

We  itiuB  see  lAar  ihe  eimple  appeannce  of  albumen  in  the  arine  is  not 
confined  to  ibose  leases  in  wbich  the  ginicture  of  ihe  kidneys  has  undergone 
«a  eridCDi  change ;  but  that  the  same  phenomeiion-  is  often  Tisibte  in  cases 
where-  ihe  most  careful  examiDation  rails  to  delect  a  deviation  from  the 
appearance  which  these  organs  ought  to  present  in  perfect  health. 

In  attempting  tu  account  for  the  penal  secretion  sometimes  containing 
albumen  apart  Irom  kidney  disease,  we  shall  lake  advantage,  in  our  subse- 
qnent  remarks,  of  some  of  the  cases  wnicb  we  have  previously  detailed,  in 
order  to  illustrate  our  eiplanaiions;  for  instance, 

Cjbb  XVIII.  presents  ua  with  an  example  of  scarlatina,  in  which  the 
presence  of  albuminous' urine  was  discovered.  In  that  peculiar  form  of 
anasarca  which  follows  the  scarlatinous  eruption,  more  especially  af^er  im- 
prudent and  too  early  exposure  to  coh),  it  'has  been  found  that  the  urine 
possesses  characters  strikingly  analogous  to  those  of  the  granular  kidney,  in 
M  far  as  one  of  the  paihosaomunic  symptoms  of  the  latter  disease  is  ron- 
cerned,  vix.  coagulability  Dy  the  applicatibn  of  heal,^or  upon  the  addition  of 
nitric  acid.  This  w^ll  kntiwn  phenomenon  has  often  been  alluded  to,  aod 
brought  forward  by  those  who  are  disinclined  to  attach  that  degree  of 
importance  to  the  simple  <siate  of  coagulability  which  the  urine  may  possess 
as  characteristic  of  renal  lesion,  and -which  the  partisans  of  Dr.  Bright's 
doctrine  value  so  highly.  But.  however  little  this  example  may  be  regarded 
as  affecting  the  views  of  Dr.  Bright  and  his  followers,  u  catinot  be  denied 
chat  Ihe  almost  constant  and  general  appearance  of  albumen  in  tbe  urinary 
secmioB  of  scarlatinous  dropay,  goes  not  a  little  to  stagger  the  faith  ol 
those,  who  would  believe  in  its  existence  only  in  connection  with  organic 
lesion  of  the  kidney;  for,  in  order  to  reconcile  this  seeming,  incong^ity, 
tbey  have  recourse  to  the  expedient  of  almost  identifying  the  two  diseases- 
Harmony  is  thus  established  by  their  referring  the  scarlatiaous  and  veita) 
dropsy  to  one  and  the  same  cause,  and  the  «iample  of  these  opposed  to  this 
theory  thus  seemingly  overturned  ;  because  bionght  forward  for  the  purpose 
of  showing  that  there  teere  other  diseases  beaides  that  of  the  granular  kid- 
aey,  in  which  not  only  did  drop^  follow  as  a  secondary  or  symptomatic 
afiectioD,  but  that  the  urine  might  also  be  fotand  to  contain  a  large  quaaiily 
of  albumen,  altogether  indeperident  of,  and  unconnecied  with  renal  lesion. 

The  attention  ^f  tbe  medical  profession  Vas,  we  believe,  first  directed  by 
Mr.  Hamilton  to  Ihe  fact,  that  in  the  scarlatinous  dropsy,  subsequent  lo  the 
eruption,  the  kidneys,  when  cut  into,  present  pretty  much  the  same  appear- 
ance as  they  do  in  the  genuine  form  of  Bright's  disease  in  the  first  stage- 

Wben  we  reflect  upon  the  various  forms  wbich  disease  may  assume  ;  or 
when  we  compare  tbe  relative  appearance  pteseoled  by  active  and  passive 
congestion,  wnere  none  of  the  other  more  characteristic  products  of  tbe  for- 
mer are  present  in  addition  to  redness,  we  may  well  pause  before  we  give 
absolute  credence  lo  such  a  sweeping  proposition,  as  Would  declare  that  the 
kidneys,  (admitting  thai  they  ma-y  exiernaliy  present  somewhat  the  same 
appearance  in  the  two  affections  now  under  consideration,)  are  nevertheless 
perfectly  identical  in  point  of  1e°ion.  If  such  were  the  case,  how  comes  it 
to  pas*  that  the  mortality  in  the  one  disease  so  far  exceeds  that  observed  in 
the  other?  Ought  noi  this  very  fact  of  itself  lo  lead  us  W  the  suspicion  that, 
in  that  peculiar  form  of  disease  of  the  kidney  wbich  Dr.  Bright  has  de- 
scribed, and  with  which  his  name  is  associated,  there  is  a  lesion  of  the  orcao 
widelv  differing  fiom  that  which  exists  in  the  kidney  after  searlstina?  Tbe 
vascular  tissue  which  enters  into  the  composition  of  this  organ  is  liable  to 
various  gradations  of  tint,  depending  pioportionatly  upon  the  quantity  of 
blood  which  it  may  happen  to  contain  at  tM  time  of  eiaminafion.    In  most 
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acute  febrile  ot  exaDtbematous  affeciioB*,  iberefore,  id  whieli  the  nttlonl 
and  healthy  fDiicliOD  of  tbe  kidnejr*  ia  either  auapended  or  iDierfered  nritb, 
it  surety  is  not  irratiooal  to  sujipose,  tlu,t  active  or  pasaive  congeatioD  may, 
to  a  certain  extent,  be  preseDl  in  the  renal  substaace;  which  peculiar  condi- 
ttot)  ef  the  vascular  tissue  we  appiebend  to  be  the  real  eauEe  of  the  appaient 
similarily  which  exists  between  the, real  granular  kidney  and  the  aatne  otgao 
afier'scarlatina.  The  adherents  of  the  doctrine  which  contends  for  the  s|mi- 
laritv  of  stiuctoral  lesion,  which  the  kidney  is  the  seat  of  in  the  two  diseases, 
for  the  purpose  of  throwing  aaide  the  simple  state  of  passive  congestion,  and 
discarding  thii  conditioo  of  ibe  kidney  9.S  explaoatory  of  the  eppearancet 
which  they  assume  it  to  present,  may,  with  seeming  plausibility  in  substan- 
tiaiioo  of  their  ow  a  proposition,  bring  forward  cases  of  dropsy  aHei  scarla- 
tina, in  which  the  kidney  presented  unequivocal  and  irrefragable  evidence 
of  having  undergone  that  pathological  change  described  by  Dr,  Bright  and 
other  authors,  All  this,  we  most  willingly  admit,  may  take  place;  but,  on 
the  other  hand,  we  are  disposed  tn  regard  these  isolated  cases  as  ezcepuoai 
to  a  general  rule,  and  as  simple  examples  of  the  coincidence  of  scarlatina, 
and  It  may  be  subsequent  dropsy,  in  a  system  where  the  kidneys  were  pre- 
viously the  seal  of  organic  disease.  More  mailer  might  easily  be  brought 
forward,  even  from  Ml.  Hamilton's  paper,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  inai 
an  essential  difference  exists  between  renal  and  scarlatinous  dropsy;  bat 
this  our  present  limited  space  will  not  permit. 

We  have  alluded  to  coogestion  of  ibe  kidney,  as  likely  to  lead  lo  the  con- 
founding of  appearances  presented  by  that  organ  in  the  granular  kidney  aad 
scarlatinous, dropsy  |  but  we  come  now  to  coosider  hypotbetically,  as  to  the 
likelihood  which  exists  of  congestion  also  exciting  an  albuminous  stale  of 
the  urioe.  Although  the  general  question  bns  not  yet  been  deoided  aa  to 
whether  dropsy  is  to  be  ascribed  to  diminished  absorption,  or  undue  exbalsf 
tion,  it  is,  nevertheless,  generally  admitted  in  some  cases  10  depend  upon  a 
want  of  balance  between  these  two  functions.  Dr.  Marcet  gives  a  particular 
It  of  The  chemical  nature  of  the  dropsical,  effusions  found  in  various 


diseases,  and  in  difierent  cavities  of  the  body,  as  in  bydtocephaLus,  ascites, 
hydrotborai,  &c,,  from  which  it  would  appear  that  the  prevailing  animal 
substance  is  albumen.  .  Aa  plethora  has  been  shown  by  Magendie  to  be 
unfavourable  to  absorption,  may  we  not  justly  consider  this  slate  of  the  syr 
lem  as  one  of  the  predisposing  cadses  of  dropsy  1  Now,  if  the  due  equilt- 
briuin  which  ought  to  subsist  between  absorption  and  exhalation  be  thni 
interfered  with  bjr  means  of  plethora,  we  may  easily  perceive  how  an  organ, 
or  structure  within  any  of  the  cavities  of  the  human  body,  becoming  the  seat 
either  of  active  or  passive,  congestion,  should  stand  as  cause  to  the  elTecl  of 
serous  effusion,  vhicb  subsequently  succeeds  in  the  cavity  in  which  they 
may  happen  lo  be  cootained.  If  such  is  the  caae  with  regard  to  the  pleural 
or  abdominal  cavities,  by  extending  the  operation  of  tha  same  law  to  the 
kidney,  we  may  perhaps  explain  ttie  existence  of  albumen  in  ibe  urinsl 


The  pelvis  of  the  kidney  may  justly  be  regarded  in  the  light  of  a  mem- 
branous cavity,  so  that  any  circumstance  lending  to  excite  fuloesa  01  ple- 
thora of  its  vessels,  will  have  the  direct  effect  of  disturbing  the  balaoiw 
between  the  functions  of  exhalation  aod  absorption,  the  exhalation  being 
increased,  whilst  part  pagau,  the  absorption  is  diminished,  may  therefoie 
satisfactorily  eooHgh  account  for  a  more  than  usual  quantity  of  serum  mia- 
giing  with  the  proper  tenal  secietiou,  and  consequenilj  giving  rise  to  the 
existence  of  albumen.  Such,  we  apprehend,  takes  place  m  those  cases  of  dit- 
eased  heart,  more  especially  where  hypertrophy  of  the  left  ventricle  exiits; 
in  which  albuminous  urine  is  not  unfrequently  found,  as  in  cases  lenib  and 
Gfteeoth  i  for  it  must  be  obvious  to  every  one,  thai  in  such  eases,  the  kidnert, 
as  well  as  the  other  viscera  below  the  diaphragm,  are  liable  to  become  i^« 
■eats  of  congestion,  either  owing  to  increased  arterial  action,  or  the  imposi- 
tion of  some  barrier  (u  the  free  returirof  the  blood  by  means  of  the  vtint. 
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^ere  we  to  epler  ioio  the  field  or  speculative  inquiry,  as  to  oiber  firobsble 
eauMB  oralbumiDous  uiiiie,  we  might  readily  meDiioD  a  few. 

We  have  said  ibat  it  may  be  caused  by  a  species  of  diopsy'  of  the  pelvis 
of  tbe  kidney  itself,  owiug  to  plethora  disturbing  the  proper  balance  between 
the  fuDction  of  eih*laiioD  and  that  of  xbsofpiion;  the  blood  at  the  lime 
beiof  ii)  a  slate  of  perfect  health.  But  may  we  not  refer  this  pbenomeoon 
lo  an  esseaiially  morbid  condition  of  the  circulating  6uid  itself?  The  an- 
cients were  well  aware  of  (he  imponaDl  part  which  the  fluids  suslaia  in  ihe 
aoimal  economy  ;  and  were  inclined  to  ascribe  much,  if  not  most  diseased 
actioD,  to  some  vital  cbao^e  in  the  nature  and  quality  o£  the  fluids  them- 
selves. Thence  arose  iheir  system  of  humoral  pathology.  Perhaps  none  of 
the  fluids  were  regarded  by  them  so  niuch  in  default  as  the  blood ;  but,  Uk^ 
all  other  too  ciclusive  doctrines,  the  pathology  of  the  humoralist  gradually 
^ve  way  to  thatof  the  solidisl,  who,  aiguing  from  the  changes  perceptible 
ID  stmclute,  rested  too  niuch  on  simple  organic  lesion,  to  the  almost  total 
rejection  of  the  changes  which  migm  previously  have  been  efiecled,  in 
respect  of  the  quality  and  composition  of  the  fluids  by  means  of  wbich  these 
golids  were  maintained.  That  the  blood  as  a  fluid  is  subject  to  disease,  is, 
we  believe,  pretty  genetaliy  admitted  in  the  prevent  day  ;  and  if  we  reflect 
tbal  tke  blood  is  next  in  impoTtance  to  wba(  we  term  lije  itself,  sinc<;  by  its 
Ondisturbed  and  healthy  circulaiioa,  that  most  mysterious  principle  is  up- 
held, it  is  not  difficult  10  perceive  bow  vast  must  be  the  baneful  influeuce 
exerted  on  the  living  economy,  by  a  deviation  of  this  vital  fluid  from  the 
true  standard  and  composition  of  health.  Accordingly,  we  find,  as  die  resuJt 
of  rigorous  observation,  ibat,  in  certain  diseases,  the  blood  undergoes  impor- 
tant modificalions. 

Without  entering  into  a  mi nule~ chemical  detail  of  this 'fluid,  which  would 
be  foreigu  tu  our  present  underlakiog,  it  may  be  suScieat  to  remark  in  a 
general  way,  a  few  of  those  diseases. which  most  convincingly  demonstiaie 
to  us  the  truth  of  these  observations.    Pirti.  then,  we  find  ibat  the  absolute 

Sanlily  of  blood  may  be  increased,  as  in  plethora,  or  be  diminished,  as  in 
it  state  of  the  system  called  ansmia;  2dly,  in  respect  of  its  quality,  im- 
portant deviations  fiom  health  are  sometimes  distinctly  cognisable.  The 
various  cottatituents  of  which  il  is  composed  may  individually  be  either  in  a 
stale  oTexcess  or  deficiency ;  thus  the  solid  tnalerial,  or.craa«a7nenfum,  may 
be  at  one  lime  loo  abundanl;  at  another,  ibe  serum  may  pieponderaie  or 
diroijiisb  in  quantity  or  quality,  whilst  again  the  bematosine  may  vary  as  to 
its  proportion,  "the  fibiine,  albumen,  and  sails  entering  into  ibe  cnmpnsiiion 
of  toe  serum,  are  also  liable  to  important  deYiaiiona.  In  the  disease  or  pecu- 
liar condition  of  [be  system  styled  chlorosis,  we  have  a  familiar  illnsiratioa 
of  the  deSeiency  of  colouring  matter.  The  blood  is  also  liable  lo  deficient 
coagulation.  Huibam  says,  in  talking  of  the  blood  in  malignant  fever,  "  the 
crasis  tif  the  blood  is  not  sufficiently  firm,  loo  attenuated  ;  the  serum  black- 
ish, and  tinctured  wiih  red."  The  opinion  of  early  writers,  with  regard  lo 
the  imperfect  coagulation  of  blood  in  certain  fevers,  has  been  subsequently 
fully  subslaDliated  and  confiimed  by  the  experience  of  more  modern  ob- 
aervera.  In  yellow  fe^er,  for  example,  Dr.  Stevens  slates,  that  ihe  blood  ig 
ID  a  much  more  fluid  state  aRer  deqih,  than  is  usually  the  case  in  other  dis- 
eases. His  words  are,  "  ihe  colour  of'  Ibe  whole  mass  of  blood,  boib  in  the 
fliteries  and  veins,  was  changed  from  its  natuial  scarlet  or  modena  red,  lo  a 
dark  coloor.  I  )iBve  frequently  filled  one  glass  wiih  the  black  fluid  taken 
from  the  heaTt,  and  another  with  the  black  vomit'  taken  from  the  stomach. 
Tbey  were  both  so  unlike  the  blood  of  health,  and  lesemhled  each  other  so 
compleieh,  that  it  was  almost  impossible  to  distinguish  tbe  one  from  the 
other ;  aaj  from  its  appeai^nce,  it  was  very  evident  that  such  diseased  blood 
could  no  mere  stimulate  the  hearty  or  auppolt  life  in  the  solids,  than  pulTtd 
'  water  can  nourish  vegetables,  or  carbonic  acid  gas  support  respiration.  "    In 
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Asiatic  ebolera,  again,  we  bave-ao  iostance  where  the  blood  has  been  roand 


in  the  very  oppoihe  dtaie  to  ihi*,  as  regards  eODsisteove— being  thick,  and  of 
0  rety  dark  colour ;  bat  perhaps  one  of  the  vei?  best  instances  for  the  pni- 
pose  of  exempliryin'ff  the  wondeifal  change  which  the  MooA  sometimes 
undergoes  Is  to  be  found  in  ibe  disease  termed  scoibums.  Dr.  Mead,  in 
describing  the  blood  in  this  disease,  sajrs,  "as  it  flowed  out  of  the  orifice  of 
the  wound,  il  mighr  be  seen. to  ran  in  different  shades  of  light  and  dark 
atrenbs.  When  the  malady  was  increased  it  ran  thin,  and  seemingly  very 
.btaCk,  and  afier  sunding  some  time  in  the  porringer,  it  Inrned  thick,  of  a 
dark  moddy  colour;  the  surface  in  many  places  oT  a  greenish  hue,  wirboni 
any  regular  sd^ration  of  ils  parts.  In  tbc  third  Aegtec  of  the  disease  it 
came  out  as  black  as  inli,  and,  thougli  kept  stiiriog  in  the  vessel  many  hoars, 
its  fibrous  pans  had  only  the  appearance  of  wool  or  hair  floating  in  a  mnddv 
Bubstaqce."!  In  this  affection,  then,  we  see  the  wondernil  infTuence  which 
certain  kinds,  of  diet  exert  iipon  the  quality  of  tbe  blood,  in  the  disease 
termed  purpura  hcemorrhagica,  m  hamorrhaa  peUchialii,  we  ha»*  one  of 
tbe  most  palpable  instaaces  of  abnormal  Buidi'y  of  the  blood,  as  is  eTidcni 
from  the  circumstance  of  ils  issuing  from  its  proMT  vessels,  independent  of 
any  abrasion.  The  mucoos  membrane  seems  to  be  the  tissue  from  which  it 
is  most  prone  lb  Bow.  Loi^king  at  all  those  circumslances,  therefore,  it  will 
surely  be  admitted  that  albuminous  uiine  may  result  Ijotn  a  morbid  or 
abnormal  Buidily  of  ths  blood. 

Oiber  ageacjes( still,  we  conceive,  may  be  capable  of  producing  an  altra- 
minous  state  of  Ibe  urine.  Dr.  Darwall  says,  "as  a  secreting  organ,  the 
kidney  is  especially  liable  to  be  aifected  by  the  pabulum  afforded  il;  and 
■hould  the  blood  reach  ii  in  an  imperfect  slate,  whether  in  consequence  of 
indigestion,  &e.  we  may  expect  that  ils  function  will  be  impaired."  It  is  a 
well-known  fact  that  the  urine  is  often  highly  atbuniia.ous  after  having  par- 
taken of 'pastry  and  other  indigestible  subsinnces.  Our  case  sixtb,  not  fnll^ 
detailed,  presdnis  us  with  an  example  of  albuminous  urine  following  indi- 
gestion. May  not  n.eivous  inHuence  modify  the  renal  secretion?  Take  for 
example  the  affection  commonly  termed  bysieiia  as  a  familiar  add  daily 
instance  of  illostralion.  We  all  know  that,  in  this  affecliau,  a  pale  and 
copious  secretion  of  urine  is  one  of  ils  prominent  symptoms^  and  it  is  to 
be  borac  in  mind  that  this  peculiar  condition  of  the  urine  requires  but  Irltle 
time  for  its  developemeat.  If,  (hen,  nervous  agency  has  such  a  powerful 
influence  in  inducing  tbe  simple  change  of  colour  in  the  renal  secretion, 
apart  altogether  from  any  thing  like,  structural  lesion,  it  surely  is  ngt  difficult 
to  suppose  that  a  change  or  modiflcatiob  in  its  constituent  elements,  may  he 
effected  Cbiough  the  same  medium. 

We  come  now  to  offer  a  few  remarks  upon  (he  (roe  ratue  of  albumiaons 
urine,  as  pHihognomoaic  of  nrganic  disease  of  the  kidney.  We  have  seen 
that  the  granular  kidney  is  iiot  (he  only  disease  in  whiqh  albumen  makes  its 
appearance  in  the  urine.  We  have  also  enumerated  several  instances  io 
which  tbifi  phenomenon  was  present,  without  the  mosi  careful  exammaiion 
after  death  revealing  to  us  any  change  of  structure  in  the  substance  of  tbe 
kidney.  It  must,  however,  have  struck  those  who  paid  attention  to  the 
speciSc  gravity  o|  ihe  -urine,  in  those  cases  which  we  detailed,  and  where 
particular  care  was  taken  to  ascertain  this  point,  that  in  very  few  cases, 
mdeed,  had  We  aay  thing  like  the  unusual  low  speciSc  gravity  so  character- 
istic of  (be  granular  kidney.  To  this  physical  symptom,  then,  we  would  be 
inclined  to  attach  more  importance  as  a  single  symptom,  iban  the  mere 
presenile  of.albumen  in  the  urine.  Dr.  Prout  says,  "I  am  induced  to  con- 
clude, that  an  albuminous  condition  of  the  urine  taaen  alone,  as  a  symptom, 
does  not,  in  the  present  stale  of  our  knowledge,  indicate  the  use  of  any  par- 
ticular remedy,  or  mode  of  treatment,  but  ibat,  nevertheless,  it  is  a  symptom 
of  which  we  ought  to  be  always  aware,  since,  taken  iq  cotyunctiou  witn  ike 
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otbera,  il  ma;  be  oecasioDallf  usvAil  io  directing  ua  to  brm  a  more  correct 
judgioeDl  of  the  geoatal  oature  of  ihe  di^etae.!' 
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Sttvart  on  iht  Dueatet  ^  Children.' 
The  work  of  Dri  Sle wart— owing  (o  afccident— haa  not  mebed  u'b  until 
I'eceDtly,  alihougb  it  haa  been  before  the  profeasion  for  aeveral  monttts.  Dr. 
Stewart  is  (he  traualator  of  M.  Billard'a  work  on  the  aamesubject,  which  we 
characterised  on  its  appearance  as  haViog  a  better  pathological  foundation 
fhan  anf  of  (he  numeroM  works  on  the  diseases  of  chilAen  that  had 
preceded  it. 

The  work  before  ns  is  deserving  of  'similar  encomiuins,  atid  the  raluable 
treatise  of  Billard  well  predated  the  way  for  it.  The  otijectnf  the  author, 
as  Slated  by  hiugalf,  was  the  condensajiob  of  exisiiBg  knowledge  from 
hvtt,  both  from  his  own  sources  and  from  tbe  recorded  experience  of  others, 
«nd  thoB  to  pTeaent,  witbout  the  detail  of  cases,  a  treatise  on  the  affections  of 
children,  in  Whidh  the  subject' may  be  contideced  with  a  direct  practical 
oeating ;  aitd  iu  this  he  has  succeeded  in  a  greet  degree.  One  or  two  errors 
-we  hav^  noticed  in  a  hasty  glance  at  the  work,  which  he  may  correct  in  a 
future  edition.  Fat  eiample,  he  states  at  page  347,  that '"  the  oil  eitracted 
ftvnj'  l^e  seeds  of  the  Artemisia  sanlonica  is  an  anthelmintic  in  common 
use,  aiid  is  certainlr  vei;  efficacious."  No  such  oil  has  fallen  nader  our 
notice,  either  in  this  couatry  or  elsewhere,  the  oil  naed  here  ie  that  of  the 
ctMDopodium  anlhelminticum^ 


Morton? i  Edition  of  BUi^ I  Formulary.*    , 
This  work  has  been  leng 'before  the  profenioa,  and  its  stile  exhibits  bow 
.greatLy  such. works  arc  sought  afiar. 

A  weighty  difficulty  with  the  young  practitioner  is  to  know  how  Io  pre- 
scribe the  different  articles  of  the  Materia  Medica,  with  whqte  main  proper- 
ties  he  may,  neveuheless,  be  MnTersant.  This  difficulty  Is  in  some  measure 
obviated  by  works  like, the  one  before  ns.  From  time  to  time,  too,  they 
require  being  brought  up»  the  existing  period;  and  in  the  presant  case,  the 
respMtable  publishers  luve  done  w«ll  t9  enlist  tbe  serrieea  of  so  competent 
an  indiridual  aa  Profeasir  Monan. 

'  A  Practical  Trestin  on  tbo  Diacuea  of  Childrva'.  B;  Jamea  Stewut,  M.  D.  Sm. 
pp.  MT.    Mew  York,  1841. 

'  Tb>  Medical  FormulaT;;  being  a  colleoiian  of  pteicriptiona,  detivsd  from  tbe 
.  wrilinn  and  practice  of  many  eiriiiMuit  phTiiciana  in  America  and  Europe.  To  which 
is  added  an  appeSdii,  containing  tbe  luaal  dietetic  preparations  and  antidiitea  for 
poiioAii  tbs  .whole  acepinpanied  with  a  fair  biief  pbarmacsatio  and  medical  obaerra- 
'tiona.  By  Benjamin  EUit,  M.  Di  Ac.  &c.  Shth  edition,  reiiaed  anij  extended  by 
Samnel  CWge  Uprton,  M.  D.  Sro.  pp.  962.    PhiUdelplitB,  1S43, 
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Wetter%  and  Sovtherii  Medical  Recorder.' 
Tbia  is  ihe  tille  of  a  Dew  candidate  for  profesiboal  favouf  on  ihe  westetD 
side  or  ibe  Allegbaaies.  The  school  of  LouisTJIle  has  alread;  a  jounial  id 
connection  with  it;  and  the  one  hefore  ua  is  destined,  vt;  presume,  to  b(,  in 
some  respects,  the  organ  of  the  medical  Hchool  of  TransyUatua  UnlTenitf. 
ProfessoV  Cross  is  well  calculated  lobe  its  editor.  He  is  well  read  ia  pre- 
feEsional  lore;  and  is  full  of  zeal  and  actlTii;  in  the  cause  of  science. 

We  cordially  wish  his  periodical  every  success.    It  ia  a  new  labourer  in 
the  field  bf  science,  aod  cannot  fail  to  bring  forth  useful  fruits. 


PkiladelpKia  Medical  E 

This  periodical  is  about  to  «adergo  changes.  It  receives  as  its  actjsg 
editor  Dr.  Reynel!  Coates  of  this  city.  No  one  could  come  to  the  task  beUer 
prepared  by  edueaiioo ;  by  the  possession  of  a  Tigorous  intellect/ and  of  powers 
of  description  and  of  criticism,  with  which  few  &re  gifted.  As  a  surgical 
witter,  be  is  well  known  by  seveiaL  excellent  articles  in  the  AmericaB 
Cyclopedia  of  Medicine  -aad  Surgery,  and  ouiBbers  in  Eaaay  of  out  great 
cttie^  have  admired  the  miod  and  the  language  displayed  in  his  lectures  en 
Popular  Phytiology, — a  subject  so  impqrtaiit  to  all,  but  wbicli  is  nnfot- 
tutMtely  too  much  neglected.    • 

Tbe  Examiner  will  still  couilDue  to  VcceiTe  Uie  able  atsistaoce  which  its 
former  editors  are  capable  of  lendertn^it.  , 


MISCELLANEOUS  NOTICE. 


PJiiladelphia  Medical  Scftoola.— Notwilhstandiog  ihe. multiplication  of 
iqedical  schools  elsewhere,  Philadelphia  retains  the  decided  pre-eminence, 
which  she  has  always  etijoyed  as  a  seat  of  medical  learning.  The  great 
adTantages  afforded  by  ber  institutions,  which  have  been  eagaged  for  sobm 
tilne  in  thc^  bnstbesa  of  medical  instruction ;  the  enviable  reputation  of  the 
teachers ;  the  materiel  of  all  kinds  with  which  they  are  so  abundantly  su[^ 
plied  ;  the  well  cullivaced  field,  which  she  possesses  for  clialeal  instruction; 
richly  endowed  hospitals  ;  welt  cdnducted  dispensaries,  into  which  diseases 
of  every  kind  are  received ;  to  say.  nothing  of  the  advantages  afforded  to  the 
atadeht  by  the  quiet  character  yf  the  iTity,  and  the  reasonable  rate  ai  which 
be  can  supply  himself  with  *fery  thing  of  petessity  and  luigry, — are  ereij 
where  appreciated.  Quiet  and  unobtrusive  as  ber  different  schools  now  are, 
they  have  aiuacted  to  the  city  the  usual  nuwber  of  students'  Tbe  Faculty 
of  Jefferson  Medic  a  I'Gol  lege  can  congratulate  ihemselves  on  a.  considernUe' 
BccesstoD  to  their  numbers  of  last  year ;  and  if  such  be  the  lact  now,  bow 
flattering  must  he  the  prospects  hereafter.    The  pioressots  under  the  new 

'  The  Western  sad  Suuthem  Medical  Recorder,  edited  bj  James  Cooqastl  Ctom,  SL 
D.,  Frolenor  of  the  Inalilataa  of  Medicine  and  Medicd  Jnrlnradence  in  Trauvlvania 
UoiTenitT,  &«.    No.  I.   VoL  I.  brHov.  IMl.  Svo.  pp.  M. 
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org&iiisaiioB  hare  girep  aDmiied  aatisfaclioD,  and  are  proceeding  zealoualy 
and  effici^tly  in  the  dUaharge  of  tbeir  tesponaible  dotiea.  fhe  muieum 
has  oblained  Urge  BdditiaDs,  aod.  is  daily  recviTiog  more,  and  efitf  thing 
proceed*  harmotiioiAlr  b°^  effectively. 

Two  sets  of  clintcal  lectHres  are  delirered  in  the  week  at  (he  Philadelphia 
Hospital  ^— one  oft  Wednesdar,  by'professors  of  the  Unireraity  of  Pen  nay  1- 
rania ;  and  one  on  Saturday,  by  piofeasors-  of  the  Jefferaob  Medieat  College. 
The  hospital  fee  admits  the  atodeola  ig  both  courses. 
.  or  'the  Bumbers  at  the  UoireTsity  of  PeDDiylraaia  and  the  PeDoayhania 
College,  we  know  pothing  cer^in.  We  may  aiate,  however,  ^n  (he  authority 
of  an  excelteui  friend,  wbo  is  attached  (o  fhe  former  inBtituttoo,  that  the 
■Uendaoce  there  ii  as.  Qsfial ;  and  on  the  whole  the  number  in  the  eitf  ia 
abool  the  samie  aa  last  yeai. 

It  need  scarcely  be  said,  that  if  the  mahiplication  6f  colleges,  in  any  one 
place,  be  an'eril,  there  are  Bdvaotages  in  its  train. -It  makes  manifest  ibe 
fecilities-. which  the  place  aSbrda;  and  in  the  case  erf  Philadelphia  is  calcn- 
laied  to  coDflrm  the  reputaiion,  which  she  has  always  enjoyed,  of  being  the 
great  centre  of  medical  edueatloiLiD  the  United  States.  At  ao  former  time, 
has  she  ao  richly  merited  the  reputatioD'  bb  ai  present,  and  It  will  be  her  own 
fault,  should  she  eihibit  fewer  claims  to  the  eoaaiderniioD  of  the'medical 
■tudent.      '  "      ' 

Btr1t»hira,Medieai  AtttflnltMLr— The  publiahed  oatalqgiie  of  this  inatito- 
tioD,  contains  the  names  of  103  sludentB.  The  nnmher  of  grtidoates  of 
1B40  wab  twenty-two. 

Vermont  Aeadtmy- of  Medicine^ — The  ananal  announcement  contahis 
die  hamea  of  twelve  graduate*.  The  honorary  degree  of  Doctbr  of  Medi- 
cine waa  conferred  on  three  others,.  The  facolty  i*  cbmposedof  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen :  Jas.  M'CHntock,  M.  D.  President,  and  Professor  of  Anatomy 
and  Medical  Jnriiprudei\cei;  Joseph  Perkins,  M.  D.  Registrar  and.  Professor 
of  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics ;  Frank  H.  Hamilton,  M.  D.  Professor 
of  the  Principles  and'Ptactiee  of  Surgery ;- t>BTid  ">  Reese,  M.  D.  Pro- 
fessor of  the  Tbeary  and  Practice  of  Medicine ;  Chauncey  Z.  Mitchell, 
M.  D.  Professtu*  of  Physiology,  Qeneral  PaUioIogy,  and  Operalive 'Obate- 
Irics;  WiUiam  Mather,  M.  D:  Frofeatoi  of  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy  j 
William  C.  Wallace,  M^D.  Professor  of  Ophthalmic  Anatomy  an4  Surgery; 
Egbert  Jamiesoi;,  M.  T>'.  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy., 

AtiMomie  Claitique  du  Doct."Aut^iiX.—lii  our  August  .number  of  the 
present  seriea  of  this  work,  we  mentioned  the  artificial  anatomical  prepara- 
tions of  Dr.  AozoQZ,  of  Paris,  and  that  he  bad  appointed  M.  Rawla  A  Co. 
of  Albany,  his  agents  for  their  sale  and  distiibutioa  in  the  borthem  states. 
Since  then,  we  have  been  requested  to  notice,  that  Dr.  j.  Millington,  teacher 
of  anatomy  in  William  and  Mary  College,  Williamsburg,  Virginia,  bas  been 
appointed  ageot  for  a  like  purpose^  in  the  sonihern  stales. 

As  these  preparatioiM  are  at  present  little  known  in  this  country,  we  think 
it  right  to  apprise  onr  reader^  t^t  they  are  aa  perfect  models,  or  represeniA- 
tiona  of  the  Tarious  paita  of  the  human  body,  when  diretied  of  iU  'integO' 
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ineDls,  SB  eiD  well  be  pre]wed  bf  ait.  The  prepuatiooa  are  made  of  Pi^itr 
mache,  a  substauce-of  grtet  bardaeu  and  duubilily,  and  not  kt;  easily 
broken.  E«cb  mpscle,  or  vis«UB,  is  cost  b  a  mould,  sod  afterwar^a  colootad 
fioia  nature.  They  ore  go  coastnicted,.l}ial  evety  portion  of  oae  sid«  of  tbe 
body  may  be  -Ukeo  .to  pieces,  and  poL  u^elhv  again,  with  great  facility ; 
ibus  eihibiting  the  iniernBl  aod  exteraal  form  of  each  mqscle,  iaiis  proper 
form  and  ptoportioDs;  or  th^  eiittie  subject,  w^ien  put  lo^iiier.  £acb  mtMcle 
carries  With  it  the  arteries  ao^  -veioe  that  belong  to  it,->slioWD  io  ao  injected 
state;  as  well-as  all  ibe  priaetpai  aoitea, -which  biay  be  tnccd  to  the  braia, 
and  medulla  spinajis.  ... 

Dr.  Au^toux  has  been  mapy  j^ars  in  biioging  these  models  to  theit  preaent 
ataie  of  perfectioa,  and  has  b^eii  aitled  in  his  labours  by  >ef  ara)  of  J^e  moat 
experieuced  anatontists  in  Paris,  so  tbai  full  confidence  may  be  placed  ia 
the' correct  oesg  of  the  objects  represented.-  '.         ■         ■         ■ 

To  tba  medical  Mudent,  before  atiemptiag  diasaction  of  the  dead  anbject; 
apd  ibfe'medical^piaciitioper  who  wiihe;  to  renew  oi  keetnuphit  anatomical 
knowledge,  these  loodele  will  ptove  of  gnet  utility  apd  im^Kfttaiiee,  espe* 
oialC;  in  the  aouiheru  states,  aod  all  hot  climaiea,  where  animal  idectauposi' 
lion  proceeds  so  mpidly  aflar  death,-as  to  preclude  tbe  possibility  of  sRidyiBg 
analoipy  upon  the  *e>l  suhjeci.     WearegUd  therefore  to. fln|i  that.athMt' 
Worthy  agent  baa  been  appointed  in  (be  south  fQr  the  disiribatioo  9f  these 
exeelleni  models,  and  we  add  a  tist«f  4he  preparations  Dr.  Auzooz  is'  now 
prepared  to  furniahiADd  the  prices  be  cha^ec  for  them  in  Paris.  They  are 
1.  A  complete  saodel  of  a  maa  fire  feel  six  inches  high,,  showing 
all  the  bones,  muscles,  arteries,  veins,  lymphatics,  glands,  facia,  Frame*. 
&c.  on  ao  iron  stand,    .  .      '      .     ,      .  6000 

S.  Theabofeof sqtallerdimeDsions,«sdieBBd«ye1apediAit9paHs,      3B0O 
3.  Tha  large  model,  witboat  th^  lymphatiea  and  ^tber  imaH  Tea- 
sels and  parts  ;  4ess  de<[el<:iped  ithan  la  tbe  first  tnodel,-        ,. .      .    3200 
'    4.  Model  of  a  man  four  feet  high,  on  'iron  standf  sfac^iog  all  Lhe 
muscle(,>aad  rH  tbe,  large  veeseld  and  nerves,  to  as  citent  sof- 
fieieD^^o^most|>urpe^es  of  sHidyandinslnictian,     .  iflSO 

5.  Modelof  awoniMi,  withlhe  pe1*i>,ait^  ergaaft  connected  With 
the  alerus  -in  an  animpiegnated  state,  fally  develofed^  wid       • 

■  moTablc,  ■.,',■  /      ,■    ..  1000 

6.  A  set  of  founeeb  nu)dela»(si<e'yf  life)  of  the  gra^  iHwna, 
sho^i^g  th«  progress  of  gestation  from  conception  to  paitnrii 
lionf  and  examples  of  enlaiged  orary,  and  of  extra  uteiine 
conception,.  ,      ■■    ,  '.  ,         .  ,        ,300 

7.  Model  of  the  feqiale  pelris,  and  pa:ta  a^i6;ent,  7 ith  external  - 

'and  igUernal  organs  pfgeneralion^      ....  300 

8.  Seren  models,  or  half  the  above  se't  of  iiteriDc  inodelc,  show- 
ing the  progres&ofgestalion  at  seven  distinct  periods,  300 

9.  Model  of  tbe  inceraal  and  external  far, -of  large  dimensions, 

and  separable  to  show  each  part  distinctly,    ...  ISO 

10.  Dissecting  model  of  ibehrainand  meddia  spinalis,  with  (he 

origin  of  all  tbe  nerves,  and  ^heir  primitive  ganglia,  ISO 

1 1.  The  leg  and  foot  of  lhe  large  model,  No.  3^  detached,  IfiO 
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IS.  Uodel  of  tli«  eye,  with  its  muscles  and  inlernal  parts,  oa  s 

IsTge  scale,        .......  100 

13.  Model  of  (be  ftBUl  heart  with  its  vessels,  large  scale,  50 

14.  The  leg  and  foot  of  the  small  iDodel,  No.  4,  detached,  .  50 
Models  of  other  parts  of  the  body  in  detached  forms,  are  in  prepsraiioa, 

■nd  will  shortly  be  ready  for  delirery. 

To  such  of  our  America D  readeis  as  are  not  coDTenaot  with  the  cnrreacy 
of  France,  we  will  observe  that  the  franc  is  equivalent  to  about  twenty 
cents  of  United  States  money;  bat  adding  the  expense  of  package  and 
freight  from  Paris  to  our  ports,  makes  each  franc  equivslent  to  about  a 
quartet  of  a  dollar  when  (he  models  are  landed  here;  and  they  are  not  sub- 
ject (o  any  America^  tariff  duty.  From  the  great  demand  for  these  models 
at  the  present  time,  (as  (bey  are  iulrodaced  into  most  of  the  medical  schools 
ot  Europe,)  Dr.  Auzouz  will  not  permit  any  of  them  to  leave  his  eslablisb- 
meot  in  Paris,  until  they  ara  paid  for  (bete. 

Dr.  MilliogtoQ  requests  us  la  state  that  he  is  now  prepared  to  receive  and 
execute  orders  for  any,  or  all  of  the  above  models,  at  Dr.  Auzouz's  prices  in 
Paris,  with  ibe  addition  only  of  the  exchange  value  of  money  between  this 
Gonnlry  sod  Paris,  (he  freight  and  shipping  charges,  and  any  other  aetml 
cos(s  of  importation,  (and  insurance,  if  detired,)  and  five  per  cent  commis- 
sion on  the  value,  for  his  trouble.  And  he  will  reply  to  any  post-paid  letters 
asking  further  explanations  and  particulars.  But,  on  account  of  (be  condi- 
tions prescribed  by  Dr.  Auzonz,  be  cannot  transsait  any  orders  to  Paris 
without  firs(  receiving  the  value  in  cash,  or  approved  notes  or  acceptances. 

The  models  are  in  daily  use  by  bis  pupils,  and  may  be  seen  at  his  office 
in  Williamsburg,  Virginia,  by  such  as  wish  (o  inspect  before  they  purchase } 
and  all  orders  shall  be  completed  wiihin  eighty  to  a  bundled  days  after  they 
are  paid  for. 

Report  of  the  Obiletric  Practice  in  the  Philadelphia  Dispensary,  for 
the  Fourth,  Fifth  and  Sirth  months,  1841.  Jusbpb  Wabhinqtos,  M.  D., 
Accoucheur. — Twenty-five  women  have  been  delivered,  at  or  near  full  term, 
of  (wenty-Gve  children,  of  whom  eighteen  were  boys,  and  seven  girls. 

The  average  duration  of  labour  in  twenty  cases  was  thirteen  aud  a  half 
hours,  the  exdeme*  being  two  and  ninety-six  hours. 

The  average  time  required  for  the  spontaneous  delivery  of  the  placenta 
was,  in  nineteen  cases,  twenty  minutes— the  extremes  being  five  and  sixty 

The  fffitus  pre8eD(ed  the  cephalic  extremity  in  all  cases.  In  nineteen 
cases  in  which  (he  position  of  the  fceius  was  carefully  noted,  fifteen  were  in 
the  first,  two  in  the  second,  one  in  the  (bird,  and  one  in  the  fifth  of  the  vertex. 

In  one  case  (b<  occiput  presented  originally  transversely  to  the  lefl  ilium, 
in  consequence  of  cootractioo  of  the  sacro-pubal  diameter  of  the  superior 
strait.  In  this  case  Ibe  shoulders  were  delivered  transversely  at  the  inferior 
strait.  The  subject  of  this  case  was  delivered  by  forceps,  which  could  be 
made  to  lock  only  with  the  pivot  directed  toward  the  symphysis  pubis.  One 
blade,  therefore,  embraced  the  posterior  poriion  of  the  left  parietal  bone,  and 
the  other  passed  over  the  right  portion  of  the  corgnal  suture  and  down  upon 
the  face,  the  head  having  rotated  to  correspond  with  the  first  position  of  the 
vertex — the  impracticability  of  adjusting  the  forceps  to  that  ascertained 
direction  of  the  head,  is  ascribed  1o  the  arrangement  of  (be  superior  strait. 
Tbe  child  did  well ;  the  mother  bad  a  slight  attack  of  meiTo-pentoni(ia,1)ul 
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utioD  of  leeches  to  the  left  iliac  region. 

Two  of  the  childreo  were  still  born ;  one  ■ppaicntljr  in  a  state  of  uphrxia, 
the  labonr  baTiog  been  ao  rapid  as  to  tenoinale  before  tnj  auisiaoce  could 
be  rendered ;  and  the  other  in  a  semi-putrid  state,  the  fcetus  having  eTidentl; 
been  dead  some  lime  before  parturition. 

Ooe  child  was  bom  in  an  eztremelf  feeble  state,  after  faaring  been  anb- 
jecled  to  serere  uterine  contractions,  several  dajrs  Euccessirelf,  before  the 
labour  WHS  termiBBted  ;  it  died  in  a  state  of  eihaystioa,  four  days  ader  birth. 

One  child  bad  eryiipelas,  eommencioe  in  ibe  scalp,  and  apreadinff  over 
the  upp«T  part  of  the  body.  It  recorerea  under  the  perseTerlog  use  of  sioall 
doses  of  calomel,  bicarbonate  of  soda,  and  powdered  acacia  intemallf,  and 
the  consiaot  application  of  the  mucilage  of  the  slipper;  elm  eztemallr- 

Id  one  ease  the  placenta  was  foDod  to  be  sdheteDt  to  the  fundus  of  the 
nleros,  requiring  the  careful  use  of  the  hand  to  teparate  it.  Patient  reconred 
without  subsequent  accident. 

There  were  two  cases  in  which  the  placenta  was  reUiaed — oae  dariii( 
five  hours,  and  the  other  one  hour  and  a  naif. 

The  placenta  in  both  these  cases,  preseated  its  whole  internal  disk  (o  the 
OS  uteri,  which  was  too  small  to  transmit  it.  In  one  of  these  cases,  also,  the 
toitic  contractioD  of  the  uterus  was  so  feeble  that  3sb.  of  ergot  was  givea 
before  it  appeared  expedient  to  use  manual  aid.  In  the  other,  mUo,  the 
patient  was  suffering  much  from  hemorrhage  j  free  frictions  upon  the  abdo- 
men, and  the  introduction  of  the  hand  into  the  uterus,  were  immediately 
sufficient.    Both  these  cases  subsequently  did  well. 

Id  the  sobject  of  the  delirer;  of  the  semi-putrid  fcetus,  thoueh  onlf  nine- 
teen vears  old,  thete  was  a  large  Tarieote  tumoor  on  the  len  labinm.  ll 
ranidlf  subsided  after  delivery,  with  no  other  treatment  than  the  f^e  nse  of 
cold  salt  water. . 

Two  of  the  cases  which  have  been  nnder  care,  required  much  attention 
for  a  long  time  before  and  after  delivery.  One  had  been  the  subject  of 
inguinal  abscess,  supposed  to  have  descended  from  the  fascia  of  the  psoaa 
muscle,  in  whom  the  pressure  of  the  gravid  uterus  was  attended  with  graat 
distress;  although  her  labour  was  well  conducted,  sbe  bad  an  attack  of  peri- 
tonitis, which  required  great  vigilance.  She  slowly  recovered,  without  the 
recurrence  of  the  abscess. 

The  other  case  was  the  subject  of  a  ecrofulous  diathesis.  She  suffered 
duriog  the  latter  months  of  pregnancy  with  severe  pains  over  the  whole 
abdomen,  and  especially  in  the  right  inguinal  region.  The  labonr  was 
accomplished  as  in  the  other  ease,  without  eitraordinary  difficulty— bat  the 
]>Btienl  passed  through  the  various  grades  of  peritonitis,  metritis,  and  petio»- 
titia,  and,  finally,  inguinal  abscess.  She  at  present  oflera  some  hope  of 
recovery. 

For  most  important  aid,  in  the  management  of  these  protracted  and  criti- 
cal cases,  it  is  my  dut^  to  acknowledge  the  unremitting  zeal  of  the  roemben 
of  my  class,  who  participated  in  the  treatment,  and  my  thanks  are  due  to 
the  surgeons  who  gave  us  their  council  in  the  (wo  cases  last  meniiooed. 
Most  of  the  physical  comforts  enjoyed  by  these  poor  women  were  furnished 
by  the  "Philadelphia  Nurse  Charity."  There  were  several  other  cases  of 
milder  forms  of  peritonitis.    They  all  recovered  well  nndei  the  osual  treat- 


Quarlerly  ReporUof  tke  Obatelric  Practice  in  the  PkiladeljAia  DU- 
j)sn*arg,for  the  Seventh,  Eighth,  and  Ninth  months,  1841.  Joaspa  WiH- 
niHOTON,  M,  D.,  Accoucheur.—rifteeo  women  have  been  delivered  of  fifteen 
children,  of  whom  oine  were  boys  and  six  were  girls. 

The  average  duration  ot  labour  in  eleven  cases,  was  six  bovn-;  tbe  ex- 
tremes being  two  and  twelve  hours- 
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The  STerage  unouDt  of  time  reqaited  for  the  sponianeonB  delivery  of  the 
placeota,  in  sis  cisei,  was  Dioeleen  minutes;  the  extremes  being  fire  and 
thirty  miDutes. 

Id  four  cases  the  placenta  was  teialDed,  from  incapacity  of  spoDlaneoua 
espulsioQ.  In  two  of  these,  however,  it  was  merely  necessa^  to  introduce 
the  index-Goger  wilhio  ihe  os  uteri,  to  bring  down  an  edge  of  the  placenla. 
Id  another  the  entire  hand  had  to  be  passed  up  far  that  purpose,  while  in  Ihe 
fourth  ease,  in  consequeace  of  an  atonic  slate  of  the  uterus,  coniractiona 
were  produced  by  (he  introduction  of  the  hand,  after  an  appareut  failure  to 
produce  this  effect  by  the  administration  of  two  scruples  of  puwdeied  ergot, 
m  two  drains  of  the  vinous  tincture  of  the  article. 

There  were  two  cases  of  uterine  hemorrhage  after  delivery.  In  one  wo- 
man, fwho  at  a  previous  pregnancy  had  placentas  prievix,  with  profnse 
sanguine  discharge  durinj;  labour,)  it  was  promptly  anested  by  the  use  of 
wine  of  eigot,  and  abdominal  compression.  In  tlie  other  case,  the  patient 
was  in  advanced  phthisis ;  il  came  on  some  time  after  she  had  been  placed 
in  bed.  It  was  arrested  only  by  the  free  uie  of  wine  of  er^ol,  with  additional 
qaantilies  of  wine,  (to  sustain  her  io  her  prostrate  condition,)  and  also  by 
Ibe  use  of  firm  compression  of  the  abdomen  and  vulva. 

The  women  all  recovered. 

The  fcetuses  were  found  preseoting  the  cephalic  extremity  in  ten  of  the 
cases  which  were  noted— nine  of  these  presented  in  the  first  position. 

There  was  also  one  preseotatioo  of  the  breech,  and  one  of  the  feet 

One  child  wasslill-born,  (the  subject  of  the  breech  presentation)— another 
died  near  a  month  af\er  delivery,  apparently  of  meningitis. 

The  other  children  were  doing  well  at  the  time  of  out  attendance. 

Cauae  of  Ciliary  Motion.  By  £nwARii  Fobbeb,  M.  W.  8.,  For.  See. 
B.  S.  &e.— When,  through  the  elementary  animal  tissue,  (ibe  passive  gela- 
tinous tissue,  seen  in  the  sponges),  granules  are  interspersed,  it  becomes 
active,  and  piesents  motions  of  uodulatian,  contraction,  and  eitension.  This 
granular  tissue,  in  its  simplest  form,  is  seen  in  the  nydta,  or  fresh-walet 
polype,  and  in  the  bodies  of  the  seriularian  hydroid  polypes.  In  the  araeh- 
Dodermala  (er  medusc)  we  find  the  inactive  gelatinous  tissue  becoming 
cellular  and  constituting  the  greater  part  of  the  animal's  body,  hut  the  mo- 
tions of  that  body  are  elected  hy  rings,  hands,  and  processes,  composed  of 
the  active  granular  tissue.  In  the  order  ciliocrada  of  that  class  we  see  the 
largest  known  examples  of  those  remarkable  organs  the  vihratile  cilia. 
These  cilia  are  lanceolate,  bent,  fiattened  processes,  not  tubular,  as  some 
hare  slated,  but  solid.  Neither  are  they  webbed  together,  as  they  bare  been 
figured,  but  separate.  They  are  placed  io  transverse  rows  on  short  bars  of 
the  granular  tissue,  which,  by  the  way,  is  always  translucent,  while  the 
gelatinous  tissue  of  a  tcgumeniary  state,  of  which  the  cilia  themselves  are 
composed,  is  always  transparent.  That  the  vibraiile  motion  does  not  oiigi- 
nate  in  the  cilia  themselves,  is  proved  by  the  fad,  that  if  ooe  be  cut  away 
from  its  translucent  base,  it  always  remains  immoveable;  and  that  the  mo- 
tion properly  resides  io  the  base  composed  of  granular  tissue,  is  evident, 
since,  if  the  smallest  poitioa  of  that  tissue  remain  attached  Io  one  of  the 
cilia,  when  it  is  cut  away,  it  coolinoes  to  vibrate.  Now,  if  we  suppose  a 
ciliferODS  bar  to  present  regular  undulstonr  motions  in  one  direction,  such  a 
DiotioB  as  is  seen  in  the  bodies  of  some  of  the  lowest  trematode  cntozoa,  tbe 
Tetrastoma  Playfairii,  for  example,  we  bare  at  once  the  explanation  of  th« 
phenomena  of  ciliary  motion  in  the  oiliograda.  Such  an  explanation  will 
mlso  account  for  the  ciliary  phenomeas  preseoied  by  the  wheelbeatiog:  ani- 
tnalcules  and  other  infusoria,  wheie  tbe  ondulatioas  need  only  to  be  propa- 
gated in  a  cirole  to  produce  the  revolving  appearance.  It  may  be  questioned, 
whether  there  may  not  be  a  difierence  in  the  cause  of  motion  between  the 
Tolomary  cilia  of  these  animals,  and  the  involuntary  cilia  seen  on  certain 
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roembTBDes  in  others.  But  when  we  consider  that  the  JDVolantary  moie- 
meats  of  the  cilia  round  the  margioB  of  the  remarkable  cup  like  proceEset 
whicb  stud  the  braochise  of  the  Echiurus,  (discovered  last  winter  by  Mr. 
Goodsir  and  myselfj  appear  to  originate  id  the'  same  organisaiioa,  we  may 
speculate  on  the  probability  of  tbe  saroe  causes  operating  in  both  cases.  A 
minute  ioquiry  into  the  nature  of  the  iovoluatary  vibralile  cilia  seen  on 
mucous  surfaces  among  the  higher  animals  is  most  desirable. — Edinbur^ 
Monthly  Journal  of  Medical  Science. 


On  the  Employment  of  Nitrate  of  Silver  in  While  Steellings.  Bj  M. 
JoBERT,  Sorfffon  lo  the  Hospital  St.  Louis.— By  a  series  of  accurate  and 
cooclusire  observalioDS  M.  Jobert  has  shown  that  the  best  and  most  prompt 
means  of  OTetcomiog  articular  pains  in  cases  of  white  swelling,  and  to  mate 
the  turgeseence  of  the  tissues  disappear,  consists  in  the  eiieroal  employmeat 
of  an  ointment  of  aiirate  of  silver.  We  have  watched  on  fifteen  patients  the 
action  of  this  remedy,  in  the  wards  of  M.  Jubert,  and  have  been  asloaished 
at  the  prompt  effects  in  long'Conlioued  and  previously  rebellious  disease*. 
The  Ireeimenl  consisted  in  frictions  on  tbe  diseased  articulation  with  an 
ointment  composed  of  thirty  parts  of  lard  to  four  of  nitrate  of  silver.  If  the 
nciioD  of  this  be  insufficient  M.  Juben  uses  eight  or  twelve  parts  of  tbe  salt 
to  thirty  parts  of  lard.  These  ointments,  designated  by  the  numbers  1,  2,  3, 
constitute  the  whole  of  the  treatment.  Twelve  or  fifteen  hours  after  the  first 
employment  of  the  ointment,  and  generally  after  the  second  friciiou,  ait 
erupiion  of  small  acuminated  pustules  appears,  presenting  a  black  point  in 
their  centre,  and  surrounded  at  their  circumference  by  a  small  rosy  areola. 
The  liquid  contained  in  tbe  vesicle  at  first  resembling  thick  milk,  and 
rapidly  assuming  a  yellowish-white  appearance^  afterwards  becoming  inie 
pus.  Each  friction  is  accompanied  by  pains  which  last  three  or  four  hoars. 
About  tbe  second  or  third  day  the  skin  becomes  of  a  violet  colour,  and 
smarts  acutely.  Tbe  frictions  must  then  be  suspended,  and  not  renewed 
until  the  parts  are  calmed.  We  do  not  enter  into  further  details,  as  a  full 
memoir  on  tbe  subject  is  promised. 

[It  is  very  extraordinary  that  such  accurate  pathologists  as  the  Fiench 
should  so  generallv  continue  to  class  as  "  tumeurg  blanches'"  the  very  diflef- 
ent  diseases  to  which  the  joints  are  subject.  We  ate  ihus  left  in  doubt 
whether  the  above  cases  were  scrofulous  entargemenl  of  ibe  articular 
exiremities  of  the  bones,  ulceration  of  cartilage,  disease  of  synovial  mem- 
brane, or  of  parts  external  to  the  joint.]— BuJ/elin  Giniral  de  ThiTapev- 
tigue.    Jttin,  1841. 

Report  on  M.  Louvrier'a  Treatment  ofAnchylosit  by  twlden  and  forcible 
Extension.  By  MM.  Thillage  and  BEHinn.— The  following  ia  the  soh- 
aiance  of  the  alMve  lengthy  report.  M.  Lonvrier's  machine  has  been  em- 
ployed on  twenty-two  patienia,  of  whom  onlv  three  have  experienced  ill 
eflects,  all  the  others  having  escaped  injury.  Most  of  the  patients  suffered 
excessive  pain  at  the  moment  of  operation,  lb  no  case  has  tbe  aochylosed 
articulation  recovered  entire  freedom  of  motion.  Those  patients  moat  suc- 
cessfully treated  are  obliged  to  use  a  staff  in  watkingj  oQe  only  walks  with- 
out a  Slick,  but  the  leslraini  is  evident, 

Wi<h  regard  to  the  unfortunate  cases :  in  one  female,  in  whom  the  anchy- 
losis of  the  knee  was  complete  and  the  limb  fully  flexed,  tbe  application  of 
the  mxchine  was  followed  by  a  vety  considerable  rupture  of  the  skin,  luxa- 
tion of  the  leg  upon  the  posteriorpart  of  the  thigh,  and  abundant  suppuration 
which  terminated  in  death  three  weeks  after  the  operation.  At  the  necropsy 
the  articular  cavity  was  found  full  of  pus,  the  popliteal  artery  intact,  the 
popliteal  vein  full  of  pus  and  its  coats  thickened.  Many  muscles  were 
ruptured  and  softened ;  the  anterior  crucial  ligaments  softened ;  one  of  the 
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poslerior  BoAened,  (he  oiher  niplured,  allached  by  ooe  exlramitj  to  the  tibia 
and  lerminating  at  its  free  eztremiir  by  an  osseous  poniaa,  which  was 
eTideotly  part  of  the  condyle  of  the  femur,  fractured  at  tbe  inoiaeDl  of 
operation. 

Another  patient  suffered  excessivelf  acute  pains  at  the  inomeat  of  opeia- 
tion,  aod  remained  during  sotne  time  in  a  son  of  deiirium  occasioned  by  the 
suffering.  Gangrene  coromeoced  on  the  next  day,  but  was  limited  by  the 
efforts  of  nature  alone,  aod  the  patient  is  actually  cured. 

In  a  third  case,  that  of  a  young  woman  in  whom  the  anchylosed  limb 
was  fixed  at  a  right  anele,  the  straightening  was  incomplete.  M.  Louvrier 
applied  a  piece  of  wood  to  the  anterior  part  of  the  knee  by  means  of  which 
he  hoped  to  press  tbe  limb  into  its  natural  posiiioo ;  but  an  eschar  formed  on 
tbe  DCKt  day  and  the  patient  died  in  six  weeks. 

In  another  patient  who  died  from  other  causes,  the  articular  extremity  of 
the  tibia  was  found  to  be  luxated  upon  the  posterior  pait  of  tbe  femur,  the 
internal  condyle  of  the  latter  being  fraclurea. 

The  number  of  these  accidents,  howerer,  being  «niall  [!],  the  opinion  of 
the  reporters  would  be  less  unfafourable,  were  the  ill  effecls  balanced  by 
leal  advantages;  but  is  the  limb  afler  operation  is  as  iminoTeable  as  an 
artificial  support,  they  conchde: 

1,  That  the  4ipplicaiioD  of  the  macbioe  of  M.  Louvrier  is  followed  by  an 
instantaneous  straightening  (redreteement)  of  the  anchylosed  limb. 

3.  That  it  is  not  ordinarily  followed  by  any  severe  symptom,  primary  or 


3.  That  when  these  accidents  are  produced  they  are  frightfully  severe, 
and  are  ordinarily  followed  by  death. 

4.  That  none  of  the  patients  operated  upon  by  this  method  hare  entirely 

recovered  the  free  motions  of  the  anchyloaed  articulation.  We  therefore 
Teport  to  tbe  mioister  that  the  machine  of  M.  Louvrier,  although  ingenious, 
is  dangerous  in  applicaiion,  for  it  will  be  always  impossible  ID  determine 
the  nature  of  the  anchylosis  and  to  foresee  the  conditions  which  would  offer 
Bome  chances  of  success  for  its  employment. 

[The  barbarousDes!)  of  this  most  heroic  chiiurgery  needs  no  comment 
from  us  to  prevent  its  adoption.  The  facts,  however,  are  well  worthy  of 
record.] — BulL  de  PAcad.  Roy.  de  Med.  Nos.  xiii,  ziv,  zv,  xvi.  Avril  et 
Mai,  1841. 


Ligature  of  the  Temporal  and  Facial  Arteries  in  a  Caie  of  Epilepay. 
By  M.  VEt^PEAti. — A  raan,  thirty-six  years  of  age,  who  had  been  affected 
with  epilepsy  for  seven  years,  which  followed  a  fright,  was  admitted  on  the 
29th  of  March  last  into  tbe  hospital  of  La  Charite,  under  the  caie  of  M. 
Velpeau.  The  attacks  had  occurred  eight  or  ten  limes  in  a  month,  but 
daily  for  the  last  three  months.  He  had  some  very  severe  attacks  in  the 
hospital.  On  the  third  day  from  his  admission,  M.  Velpeau,  emboldened 
by  some  facts  scattered  here  and  there  in  eeience,  and  which  have  hitherto 
passed  almost  unnoticed,  tied  the  two  temporal  arteries.  On  the  same  day 
tbe  patient  bad  another  fit,  but  slight,  end  on  the  following  day  he  was  per- 
fectly tranquil.  On  the  4lh  of  April  M.  Velpeau  compressed  the  two  facial 
arteries  on  the  borders  of  the  inferior  maxilla.  The  fit  did  not  return,  aod 
on  the  5ih  of  April  the  lurgeon  lied  the  two  facial  arteries.  The  patient 
tpjitted  the  hospital  on  the  loth  of  April,  only  having  had  one  fit  since  the 
5lh,  atlhongh  for  months  he  had  not  p.-isced  a  day  without  at  least  one 
attack.  He  has  promised  to  return  to  the  hospital  occasionally.  The  cade 
is  ioterestiog,  though  further  observation  is  of  course  necessary  to  show 
whether  the  ligature  of  the  arteries  was  the  cause  of  the  cessatiOQ  of  the 
6ls.—BulUlin  General  de  Therapeutique.    Atril  15  ((  30,  1841. 
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Good  EfftcU  of  the  Extract  of  Belladoma  in  the  Redaction  of  Pan- 
pkimotia.  B;  Dr.  Mibnot,  of  Boideaux. — A  child,  three  ^fears  and  a  luU 
old,  was  the  subject  of  serere  paraphimosis;  (be  glaos  red,  swollen,  an4 
tender;  the  prepuce  sironglf  drawn  baefc,  forming  a  thick  and  apparemly 
adbereni  ring,  the  constriction  of  which  completely  stopped  the  circulaiioa. 
This  state  had  lasted  eight  days,  and  the  suSerings  were  ezcesaire.  Reduc- 
tion being  impossible,  leeches  were  applied  to  the  perineum  and  hjpogis- 
trium ;  cooling  drinks,  emoUieot  enemaia,  cataplasms,  lotions,  and  htp-baiha 
were  used,  but  they  only  gaTe  slight  relief  and  but  for  a  short  time.  Th* 
stTDDgulattQo  became  more  meaacing,  and  alt  the  symotoms  were  afgra- 
Tated ;  the  glans  was  bluish  and  gangrene  was  thresteoeo,  when  M.  Mignot 
employed  fticdoDS  around  the  glans,  with  an  ointment  composed  of  thirty 
parts  of  simple  cerate  to  twelve  parts  of  extract  of  belladooQa.  Under  tb« 
influence  of  this  remedy  the  ciicle  of  coDstriciion  relaxed,  dilated,  aitd  th* 
tissues  gradually  recuvered  their  narmal  condition,  without  loss  of  Eubslance 
or  suppuralioD  following. 

The  second  patient  had  icuie  balanitis,  brought  on  by  a  severe  gODorrbcBa, 
and  followed  by  paraphimosis.  The  patient  refused  operation  although  gaa- 
grene  was  threatened,  when  the  belladoana  was  applied,  which  induced 
relaxation  and  rapid  amendment.  It  was  also  applied  in  a  case  of  phimosis 
accompanied  by  chancies  and  a  sympathetic  buDo,'aiid  three  days  aller  its 
employment  (he  dilalation  of  the  preputial  orifice  was  complete.— Ai4/toiR 
General  de  Thirapeatique.    Avrii  15  et  30,  IMl. 

Or  the  Employmita  of  Cold  Affueion  in  the  Treatment  of  Acute  Hydro- 
cqihalu*.    By  Dr.  Moncbhever,  of  Verden, — Dr.  Mflnchmeyer  obserrei 
'  it  the  medical  world  is  greatly  dirided  in  opinion  as  to  the  value  of  (his 
"'        '  "'  "      y,  while  others  regard  it 

.(  important  remedy,  and 
__e  which  will  often  save  life  when  all  other  means  have  been  useless. 
One  great  reason  why  cold  afiusion  has  met  with  so  few  supporters  is  lo  b« 
found  in  the  misconception  which  has  prevailed  with  reference  to  the  proper 
lime  for  using  it.  It  is  certainly  not  always  advisable  tg  resort  to  it,  and  it 
should  never  be  forgotten  that  its  mode  of  action  differs  essentially  from 
that  of  cold  when  kept  constantly  applied  (o  (he  head.  In  the  employment 
of  cold  affusion  it  is  (he  secondary  action  of  cold,  as  welt  as  the  suddes 
shock  to  the  system  produced  hy  the  mode  of  its  applicaiioo,  from  which 
beoefit  is  expected,  woile  in  the  case  of  cold  lotions  to  the  head  it  is  the 
primary  action  of  cold  which  is  oblaioed.  Cold  affusion  then  must  not  be 
be  looked  upon  as  a  directly  antiphlogiadc  remedy,  nor  is  i(B  employment 
indica(ed  during  the  early  inSammatoty  stages  of  hydrocephalus,  bul  rather 
when  effusion,  the  consequence  of  inflammaionr  action  has  taken  place,  and 
3  tendency  to  paralysis  exists.  After  the  subsidence  of  the  violent  symp- 
toms of  the  disease,  and  when  the  patient  has  sunk  into  a  comatose  stale, 
with  a  pale  countenance  occasionally  suffused  with  a  flush,  dilated  pupils, 
strabismus,  and  slow  pulse,  this  remedy  wilt  frequently  prove  of  excellent 
service. 

In  order,  however,  for  benefit  to  be  derived  from  it,  it  must  be  employed 
in  an  efficieOt  manner.  Dr.  Manchmeyer  directs  that  the  patient  should  be 
taken  out  of  bed,  stripped  of  his  cloihes,  and  wrapped  up  in  some  simple 
covering  (if  wa(erpToof  the  h«t(eT),  which  leaves  only  his  head  exposed.  He 
should  then  be  placed  in  a  sitting  pasture  in  a  bath  or  tub,  and  the  person 
who  administers  the  affusion  should  mount  on  a  chair  and  pour  cold  water 
upon  his  bead,  in  a  moderate  stream  from  the  height  of  fire  or  six  feet.  This 
may  be  continued  for  a  minute  or  two,  and  repeated  twice  or  thrice.  The 
patient  should  then  be  wrapped  up  in  a  warm  sheet  and  placed  in  bed, 
where  be  should  remain  till  i(  is  thought  proper  again  to  hare  recourse  to 
(he  remedy.    At  first,  it  will  probably  be  requisite  to  repeat  the  affusioB,  ii 
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the  couiie  of  an  hoar  and  a  half  or  two  hovn;  bot  as  tbc  patient  improrei 
the  interval  may  be  loDger,  so  ibat  at  last  it  will  oot  be  necessary  to  emplof 
it  above  l^o  or  three  limes  daily. 

The  immediate  effect  of  cold  affasion  is,  that  the  patients  awake  from 
tlwir  comatose  conditioo  and  begin  to  cry  Tioleotly,  which  they  coDiiDoe  to 
do  so  loQg  as  the  water  is  poured  npoo  them.  They  afterwards  appear 
exhausted  aod  pale,  the  skin  is  cool,  the  pulse  small  and  Terj  frequent. 
When  placed  in  bed  they  usualtr  fall  into  a  dose,  tbe  pulse  becomes  more 
regular,  and  the  warmth  of  the  sain  returns.  By  de^ees,  as  with  the  repeii- 
titm  of  the  remedy  the  patients  improTe,  ther  be^in  to  have  sound  sleep, 
from  which  they  awake  id  the  possession  of  all  their  senses,  recognise  those 
by  whom  they  are  surrounded,  and  cease  to  squint.  At  the  same  time  too  a 
sweat,  fiequently  of  a  critical  nature,  breaks  out  upon  the  whole  body,  and 
during  its  continuance  ihe  employment  of  cold  anaaion  is  very  hazardous. 
The  patient's  sleep  becomes  more  refreshiog,  and  the  comatose  coDditioD 
recurs  at  longer  inlervala ;  he  begins  to  notice  what  goes  on  around  him,  (he 
bead  regains  iti  natural  temperature,  and  the  febrile  symptoms  disappear. 
The  employment  of  affusion  must,  howcTer,  still  bt  continued  for  some 
days,  since  relapses  very  frequently  occur. 

The  paper  is  illustrated  by  five  caaes.  In  three  the  employment  of  cold 
afiiislon  was  perfectly  successful,  in  one  it  produced  temporary  amendment, 
and  the  death  of  the  patient  was  to  all  appearance  owing  to  the  apathy  of 
tbe  parents,  who  neglected  to  persevere  in  the  treatment,  while  in  the  fifth 
eoDvulsiona  and  death  followed  affuaion  while  the  patient  was  perspiring 
profusely. — Hamtoveriche  Annalen.    Band  v.  Heft  4. 

PoUonirtg  by  a  Tobacco  Enema.  By  H.  TivioNor.— A  strong  man. 
aged  fifty-five,  who  had  laboured  foi  some  time  under  dysuria  from  enlarged 
^estate,  and  more  recently  suffered  from  tbe  presence  of  ascarides  in  the 
rectum,  was  subjected  to  the  action  of  a  tobacco  injectiop,  made  by  a  decoc- 
tion of  12  gis.  of  the  tobacco  in  6  oz.  of  water.  Seven  or  eight  minutes 
afterwaids,  tbe  patient  appeared  in  a  slight  stupor,  with  cephalalgia,  and 
oousual  paleness  of  the  face.  He  complained  of  pain  in  iha  abdomen,  and 
his  answers  to  questions  were  troubled.  Two  purgative  injections  were 
successively  administered.  A  stimulant  potion  was  given;  sinapisms  applied 
Kf  the  inferior  extremities,  and  blood  taken  to  the  amount  of  three  faletla. 
Paleness  became  more  ana  more  maiked,  respiration  more  and  more  laboured, 
slopor,  intelligence  altogether  lost;  convulsive  movements  of  the  arms,  then 
of  Ihe  legs,  and  afterwards  of  the  whole  body,  which  progiessively  aug- 
mented during  six  or  seven  minutes,  and  were  succeeded  by  extreme  ptos- 


_}nled  during  six  or  seven  n  ,  ^  i 

IratioD.    The  patient  fell  into  a  comatose  atate  and  died,— J2etme  Midxcale. 
Dictmbrt,  1B40. 

On  the  identical  Compontion  ofF^rin  and  Atbumen.  By  M.  Liebeo,  of 
Gieasen. — M.  Liebeg  states  that  be  baa  been  able  to  dissolve  pure  6brin  in 
a  saturated  solution  of  nitre,  at  a  temperature  from  50  to  56  degrees.      The 


1  becomes  gelaiioirormj  merely  leaviag  a  few  flocculi,  which  a 
aoinble.    The  filtered  fluid  possesses  alt  tbe  properties  of  af 
eompoaition  of  both  is  exactly  tbe  same.    It  is  as  follows: 


Carbon 

Hydrogen 74 

Nitrogen 14 

Oxygen 11 

M.  Liebeg  baa  abo  precipitated  albumen  under  the  form  of  globules,  by 
adding  a  samcient  quantity  of  water  to  serum  which  had  been  neuiralised 
by  an  acid,  and  he  has  likewise  obtained  fibrin  from  the  blood-|[ lobules,  hy 
the  proceeding  described  by  M.  Denis.  Lastl)[,  by  adding  a  little  canetic 
potash  to  Blbunien,  M.  Liebeg  has  precipitated  it  nnder  the  form  and  with 
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Memoir  of  Ike  Ccue  of  a  'Gentleman  bom  Blind,  and  successfully  ope- 
rated upon  in  Ihe  eighteenth  year  of  Ms  age;  icilh  Physiological  Obterca- 
tioTia  and  Experiments.  By  J.  C.  August  Frantz,  M  D.  M.  R.  C.  S.— The 
vouDg  geQllemaa  who  is  the  subject  of  (his  memoir  had  heea  affected  from 
birth  wilh  slrabistnua  of  both  eyes^  the  right  eye  was  amaurolic,  aod  ihe 
left  deprived  of  tight  by  the  opacity  both  of  [be  crystalioe  leas  and  of  its 
capsule.  At  the  age  of  seveDteea,  aa  operation  for  the  removal  of  (he 
cataract  of  the  left  eye  was  performed  by  the  auilior  with  complete  success- 
Oil  openiiig  the  eye  for  the  first  time,  on  the  third  day  of  the  operatioo.  tbe 
patient  described  his  visual  perceplioo  as  being  that  of  ao  eiteasJTe  field  of 
light,  in  which  every  ihiog  appeared  dull,  cotifused,  and  in  moiion,  and  in 
which  DO  object  was  distiDsuisbable.  On  repeating  ihe  eiperimeat  two 
days  afterwards,  he  desciibed  what  he  saw  as  a  nuoiber  of  opaque  watery 
■pberes,  which  moved  with  the  movements  of  the  eye,  but  whea  the 
eye  was  at  test  reioained  stationary,  and  their  margins  partially  covetiag 
one  another.  Two  days  after  this  the  same  pbenomeDB  were  observed, 
but  the  spheres  were  less  opaque  and  somewhat  transparent ;  their  tnore- 
ments  were  mote  steady,  and  they  appeared  to  cover  each  other  more  (haa 
before.  He  was  now  for  the  first  time  capable,  aa  he  said,  of  looking  through 
these  sphere;,  and  of  perceiving  a  difiereuee,  but  merely  a  difference,  ia  the 
surrounding  objects.  The  appearance  of  spheres  diminished  daily;  tbey 
became  smaller,  clearer,  and  more  pellucid,  allowed  objects  to  be  seen  more 
distinctly,  and  disappeared  entirely  after  two  weeks.  As  soon  as  the  sensi- 
bility of  the  retina  had  so  far  diminished  as  to  allow  the  patient  to  vievr 
objects  deliberately  without  pain,  ribands  differently  coloured  were  pre- 
sented to  his  eve.  These  different  colours  he  could  recognise,  wilh  th^ 
exception  of  yellow  and  green,  which  he  frequently  confounded  when  apa'ij 
but  could  distinguish  when  both  were  before  him  at  the  same  time.  Of  all 
colours,  gray  produced  the  most  gialeful  sensation  :  red,  orange,  and  yellow, 
though  they  excited  pain,  were  not  in  themselves  disagieeabte;  while  the 
effect  of  violet  and  of  brown  was  exactly  the  reverse,  being  verr  disagree- 
able, though  not  paiaful.  Browu  he  called  an  ugl^  colour:  black  produced 
subjective  colours ;  and  white  gave  rise  to  a  profusion  of  muscm  volitanle*. 
When  geometrical  figures  of  different  kinds  were  offered  to  his  rie'w,  be 
succeeded  in  pointing  them  out  correctly,  although  he  never  moved  his 
band  directly  and  decidedly,  but  always  as  if  feeling  wilh  ibe  greatest  cau- 
tion. When  a  cube  and  a  sphere  were  presented  to  htm,  after  eiamining' 
these  bodies  with  great  attention,  he  said  that  he  saw  a  quadrangular  and  k 
circular  figure,  and  alYer  further  consideration  described  the  one  as  being* 
square,  and  the  other  a  disc,  but  confessed  that  he  bad  not  been  able  to  form 
these  ideas  until  he  perceived  a  sensation  of  what  he  saw  in  the  points  of 
his  fingers,  as  if  be  really  touched  the  objects.  Subsequent  experiments 
showed  that  he  could  not  discriminate  a  solid  body  from  a  plane  surface  of 
similar  shapes  thus  a  pvramid  placed  beTore  him,  with  one  of  its  sides 
towards  his  eye,  appearea  as  a  plane  triangle. 

Two  months  after  the  above-mentioned  opencion,  another  was  performnl 
on  both  eyes,  for  the  cure  of  the  congenital  strabismus,  by  the  divisions  of 
the  tendons  of  the  recti  interni  muscles,  which  produced  a  very  beneficial 
effect  on  the  vision  of  the  left  eye ;  and  even  the  right  eye,  which  bad  beea 
amaurotic,  gained  some  power  of  perceiving  the  light,  and,  from  beiiig 
atrophied,  became  more  prominent.  Still  it  was  only  by  slow  degrees  that 
the  power  of  recogoising  the  true  forms,  inagoitudes,  and  situations  of  extei^ 
nal  objects  was  acquired.  In  course  of  lime,  the  eye  gained  greater  power 
of  converging  the  rays  of  light,  as  was  shown  by  the  continually  increasing 
capacity  of  distinct  vision  by  the  aid  of  spectacle*  of  given  powers. — Pro- 
ceedings of  Ihe  Royal  Society.    1840-1841.    No,  46. 


:,COOgIC 


AMERICAN 
MEDICAL  INTELLIGENCER. 

£eb)  Sbtvlta. 


Art.  I.-ARMY  MEDICAL  REPORTS. 
By  Jos.  J.  B.  Wbioht,  M.  D.,  Asbistamt  ScRaGan  V.  8.  Abht. 

It  was  an  apolhejcm  of  ibe  aacieal  Jews,  that  "  do  man  discharged  hia 
dsiv  to  his  couDiry,  wbo  died,  without  having  planted  a  tree,  built  a  house, 
«na  leli  a  child  behind  him."  If  1  wa^  asked  to  suggest  aa  improvement  of 
ibe  saying,  1  would  intioiaie  that  the  phytician  is  obooxious  to  the  charge 
of  neglect  of  duty  to  the  community,  who  passes  through  life,  without  bar- 
ing at  least  aiteiDpted  to  discover  some  new  fact,  or  verify  some  alreadf 
expressed  binl,  wnieh  may  sustain  the  relaiioDship  of  an  improvement, 
either  directly,  or  indireclly  to  the  aiemedieaj  leaving  it  for  others  to  clolh« 
the  proposition  iti  the  precise  and  appropriate  laofuage  of  an  axiom. 

It  is  with  the  hope  of  being  able,  if  not  to  exhibit  an  undiscovered  tmth, 
at  least  to  furnish  evidence  in  regard  to  the  comparative  woilh  of  some  of 
the  weapons  with  which  we  ordinarily  combat  aisease,  thai  the  author  of 
(be  present  paper  ventures  to  appear  in  the  pages  of  your  journal. 

For  the  last  seven  years,  the  Power  that  rules  his  destiny  has  afforded 
him  opportunity  lo  observe  diseases,  under  the  influences  of  the  varions 
climatcR,  and  the  sundry  circumstances  which  arc  supposed  to  modify  com- 
plaints, as  well  as  constitutions,  in  sections  of  the  United  States,  varying 
from  the  twenty-sixth  to  the  forty-fiAh  degree  of  north  latitude,  and  thtongE 
an  extent  of  longitude,  included  between  the  Atlantic  coast  and  the  western 
limit  of  Arkansas. 

It  is  proposed,  io  the  aeries  of  essays,  wbicb  tbe  writer  will  offer  for 
publication  in  your  pertodicBl,  if  they  should  prove  acceptable,  to  limit 
attention,  to  a  consideration  in  a  general  way,  of  tbe  cases  which  bare 
fallen  to  his  lot,  as  one  of  tbe  medical  staff  of  the  army;  and  he  would 
here,  in  limine,  bespeak  the  indulgent  charity  of  the  censors,  whilst  he  pleads 
in  jnstiGcaltonof  his  attempt  lo  confirm  the  opinion  of  tbe  wavering,  or  dis- 
pel the  doubts  of  the  skeptical,  a  sense  of  buunden  duty  to  his  professional 
friends ;  and  in  excuse  for  its  defects,  that  be  lacks  the  facile  skill  which 
practice  alone  can  give,  in  catering  for  tbe  public  taste. 

The  writer  got  an  introduction  to  the  diseases,  prevalent  in  the  army,  at 
Fort  Gibson,  a  post  situated  on  Qrand  River,  two  miles  above  its  entrance 
into  the  Arkansas,  in  tbe  winter  of  1B3J-34.    This  foil,  whether  deservedlr 


that  during  the  year  1834  and  pait  of  1835,  no  term  c 
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laoguage,  vhich  would  do  iojusiice  to  it's  character  for  iDflalabrilf,  if  we 
Kgard  only  ibe  number  of  cases  within  its  chain  of  seoliaels,  aod  the  mor- 
talily  which  made  the  Bcene  so  tragical.  During  the  summer  of  1634,  most 
of  Ine  troops  west  of  Arkansas,  dragoons  as  well  as  infaniry,  were  oo  dis- 
tanl  duly  in  the  prairie:  Ihe  former  in  a  campaiga  lo  (be  Pawnee  towns  on 
the  border  of  Mexico,  and  ihe  latter  building  new  posts  on  the  Canadian 
and  Red  fork  of  the  Arkansas.  They  all  returned  to  (he  garrison  about  the 
close  of  summer  with  a  very  large  sick  report.  The  commands,  ilerefor^ 
were  exposed  lo  other  inBuences  ihan  those  which  exist  at  For(  Gibson,  and 
in  juslice  to  the  good  name  it  etst  aspired  to,  the  fact  ought  to  be  recollected. 
However,  tha(  (be  post  would  have  been  unhealthy,  might  have  been  inferred 
from  k  priori  reasoning,  if  exposure  to  vicissitudes  of  temperature,  and  prox- 
imity 10  extensive  low  grounds,  in  a  souibern  latitude,  favour  the  supei- 
veulion  of  disease. 

During  the  writer's  residence  at  Port  Gibsoo,  the  mercury  in  Fahrenheit's 
ibennomcter  fluctuB(ed  through  one  hundred  and  (wenry-sevfcU  degree*; 
rising  in  (be  summer  niDn(bi  lo  116,  and  falling  in  the  winter  lo  II  miau* 
zero!  The  almost  unparalleled  elevation  indicated  cannot  be  attributed  to 
any  inaccuracy  of  (he  insiiumeni,  or  any  fault  in  lis  sile;  the  observation 
having  been  registered  from  one  of  two  thermometers,  which  exhibited  (be 
lowest  eleTa(ioD  of  (he  mercury,  both  being  placed  in  an  airy  posi( ion,  UDder 
the  piazza  of  (he  hospital,  whicii  afforded  an  effectual  shade  from  the  sun's 
rays. 

The  valley  of  the  Arkansas  is  subject  (o  occasional  ioui-.dations  from  the 
river,  to  an  extent  which  ofien  renders  the  labour  of  the  husbaodmaQ  of 
precarious  avail,  whilst  it  makes  some  parts  of  it,  almost  uninhabitable.  1 
write  wiib  literal  regard  to  (ruth,  when  I  say,  that  in  Ibe  vicinitv  of  the 
river,  from  ils  mouth  lo  the  Verdigris,  a  disiance  of  perhaps  seven  nuodred 
miles  by  water,  the  traveller  will  scarcely  meet  a  rubicund  visage,  or  a  face 
and  form  bearing  the  impress  of  good  health.  Perhaps  ao  exception  ought 
to  be  made  in  favour  of  those  who  more  happily  reside,  in  one  or  two  of  the 
towns  on  the  river,  bui  if  ihe  whole  truth  were  gazetted,  it  is  believed  a 
■tatemeot  of  facis  would  not  do  even  Ihem  any  considerable  credit  for 
salubrity. 

Having  in  view  to  exhibit  recollections  of  cases  which  have  come  under 
my  observation  in  the  aimy,  ii  may  be  proper  to  begin  at  the  beginning. 
The  present  essay  will  relate,  Iberefore,  lo  the  acute  cases  of  the  winter 
months,  and  the  chronic  forms  of  disease  which  were  conlioued  in  ibe  hos- 
pital, at  Fort  Gibson,  since  the  previous  autumn.  A  constderalion  of  ibe 
most  interesting  cases,  viz.  the  fevers  of  the  summer  months,  may  constitute 
the  second  paper  of  the  seriep. 

The  prevailing  diseases  of  ihe  winter  derived  Ibeir  characteristics  from 
vicissitudes  of  temperature:— Pneumonia,  Pleurilis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Bronchitis,  aod  Rheumatism,  Catarrh.  Phthisis  Pulmonalis,  and  Opblbalmia, 
made  up  the  register  of  cases  admiited  to  hospiial.  The  patients  who  were 
coniinued  from  (be  previous  summer,  and  autumn,  laboured  under  inter- 
mittent fever  and  its  sequela;,  enlargement  of  the  liver  and  spleen,  cbtooie 
inflammaiion  of  rbe  mucous  coat  of  Ihe  stomach  and  bowels,  assuming  the 
form  of  dyspepsia,  chronic  dysentery  and  diarrbcBB. 

The  first  named  iollammatory  affections  were  treated  in  the  ordinary  way, 
and  wiih  perhaps  a  common  resuli.  If  any  fact  impressed  itself  with  signal 
force  on  my  atieniinn,  it  was  the  emiuenl  advantage  of  copious  abstneiion 
of  bloud  from  a  large  orlGce,  io  the  incipiency,  or  at  least  at  a  very  early 
stage,  of  the  disea^ie.  My  observation  affords  me  satisfactory  evidence  of 
the  o(t-repeaied  truth,  thai  it  is  not  so  much  the  Isrge  quantity  of  blood 
abstraeled,  within  Ihe  first  few  days  of  an  intense  ioflammaiorv  affection,  ai 


the  effect  produced  by  a  first  venesection,  on  which  we  should  rely  in  the 
management  of  Ibis  class  of  diseases.     Most  of  ihe  cases  of  pnenroooia  sad 
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pleurilis  yielded  readiljr,  afier  the  tone  of  the  syilem  was  thui  reduced,  to 
counter- irrilaiion  over  [he  seat  of  diseasp, — an  occasional  dose  of  calomel 
aod  opium,  aod  geolle  antimoDial  diaphoreticB. 

Tbe  cases  of  acute  broDcbiliN  required  ordinarily  a  teaort  lo  the  lancet, 
after  which  ther  suhalded  for  the  most  part,  under  Ibe  operatioD  of  commoa 
expectoranta.  Wheo,  hosrerer,  tbe  symptoms  were  unusually  persiateni, 
an  irritation  more  or  leas  eiteosive,  over  the  surface  of  the  chest,  by  bliBters, 
or  antiiuonial  ointmenl  couiinued  for  a  greater  or  less  time,  rarely  failed  to 
extioguish  the  disease. 

Tbe  catarrhal  affectiong  were  made  to  soccumb  generally  by  a  resort  to 
an  emeto-caihanic  of  aulph.  magnes.  and  enlim.  laitarlzai.,  followed  by 
the  expecioraot  and  sudorific  compounds,  usually  exhibited  in  such  cases, 
with  due  atlenlion  to  clothing,  and  avoidance  of  exposure  to  the  weather. 
This  form  of  disease,  when  neglected,  betrayed  a  constant  proclivity  to 
bronchitis. 

Many  of  the  cases  of  acute  rheumatism  creditably  suGiajaed  the  character 
of  this  corps  of  the  "grisly  troop,"  for  obstinacy. 

My  experience  in  the  management  of  this  aBertion  has  persuaded  me  that 
too  much  danger  is  apprehended  of  faroaring  its  conversion  to  tbe  sub-acute 
or  chronic  form,  and  its  metastasis  to  the  vital  organs  by  liberal  depletion. 
My  success  in  its  treatment  has  been  more  satisfactory,  when  in  tbe  form- 
ing stage  I  have  abstracted  blood  liberally,  and  I  hare  not  witnessed  the 
untoward  effects  which  we  are  taught  lo  feat  from  the  measure.  The  symp- 
toms have  frequently  exhibited,  in  the  course  of  the  disease,  evidence  of  a 
pathological  condition  of  ihe  heart  and  pericardium,  but  noi  oftener,  tinder 
my  observation,  when  the  lancet  has  been  used,  than  when  it  was  withheld. 

Abstraction  of  blood  by  cups  applied  over  the  seat  of  pain,  when  the  larger 
joints  are  invalred,  is  a  remediate  measure  to  which  I  am  much  attached, 
from  observation  of  its  advantages,  though  in  order  lo  derive  the  almost 
benefit  from  the  scaiificator,  it  is  necessary  thai  the  operation  should  be  per- 
formed in  an  effectual  way — at  least  half  a  pint  of  blood  should  be  tafcen 
from  the  knee,  for  instance,  when  much  swelling  and  pain  eiiat.  I  am  per- 
suaded that  too  little  attention  is  given  by  tbe  generality  of  practitioners  to 
the  condition  of  the  first  passages  in  acute  rheumatism,  having  almost 
invariably  found  the  disease  mucn  less  refractory  when  an  active  purge  ia 
given  in  the  commencement,  and  occasionally  repeated  during  its  progress. 
When  the  attack  has  not  yielded  to  the  means  here  noticed,  with  their 
common-place  co-adjutants,  I  have  rarely  known  it  continue  many  weeks 
under  the  influence  of  minute  doses  of  calomel  and  dov.  powder,  la  the 
chronic  form  of  the  disease  I  have  seen  marked  benefit  result  from  the  uae 
of  the  vinous  tincture  of  colcbicum,  when  the  synovial  appendages  of  the 
joints  might  be  presumed  to  constitute  the  seat  of  pain,  and  when  the  fibrous 
structures  are  principally  implicated,  my  experience  has  induced  me  to  rely 
on  the  mistura  ^aiaci,  with  more  confidence  than  on  any  other  individual 
article.  The  tincture  of  phytol.  decandr,  has  in  several  instances  com- 
mended itself  10  my  favour  as  a  remedy  in  this  affection,  tbe  preparation 
being  made  from  the  berries ;  and  the  popular  prescription  of  nil.  potass,  in 
diluted  alcohol  has  seemed,  in  some  instances,  to  have  a  claim  to  respectful 
regard.  The  usual  adjuvants,  viz.  blisters,  liniments,  friction,  &c.  hare 
been  brought  in  requisition,  but  principal  reliance  has  been  placed  on  the 
means  indicated  above. 

Phthisis  pulmonalis  at  Fort  Gibson,  as  elsewhere,  merited  its  title  to  a 
place  in  the  front  rank  of  the  opprobria  medicorum.  I  allude  to  it  here,  with 
tbe  sole  view  of  remarking,  that  there  is  not  perhaps,  on  the  earth's  surface, 
an  inlaitdipol  more  iaeligible  for  a  consumptive  patient;  the  temperature 
sometimes  undergoing  a  cbange  of  thirty  degrees  In  a  few  hours.  Tbe 
prevailing  winds  during  the  summer  are  from  tbe  sou  I  hwes  I,  bearing  on 
ifaeir  wings  the  moat  oppressive  heat,  but  ever  and  anoo,  old  Boreas,  inflating 
bis  lungs,  asaerta  his  empire,  and  from  his  habitation  in  the  Rocky  Moao- 
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laiDs,  sends  bis  chilliDg  breath  over  (he  plains  below,  scatieriog  almoit  as 
many  evils  as  fable  allribuKB  to  PaQdorra  box.  I  will  remark,  en  passaot, 
that  among  the  palliatives  used  in  (he  maDBgemeat  of  the  cases  of  putmo- 
oary  con  sum  pi  ion.  large  doses  of  opium  and  sulpiiaie  of  iron,  as  recom- 
mended I  beliere  by  Dr.  Morton,  were  exhibiied  with  a  view  lo  coolrol  the 
colliquative  diatrbsa,  and  with  apparent  benefit. 

Tbere  pievailed  at  Fort  Gibsoo  aa  undue  proportion  of  caies  of  acote 
and  chronic  ophthalmia.  If  any  peculiar  circumstances  exist  there  to  exciie 
this  form  of  disease,  I  am  unacquainted  with  tbem.  Id  many  instaacEs  tbe 
cases  were  allied  to  rheumatism,  and  so  far  they  may  be  accounted  foi ;  bat 
a  majority  did  not  bear  any  such  relalionsbip,  and  1  can  uuly  atliibuie  it* 
frequent  occurrence,  lo  the  abrupt  atmospherical  vicissitudes  aciiDK  upon, 
and  delermiuing  disease  in  organs  habitually  predisposed  lo  deranged  action, 
by  exposure  lo  the  intense  light  of  the  sun  operaling  directly  upon  them,  and 
irtdirectli/,  by  refiectioti  from  the  white  sand,  wbicb  consiiiutea  the  saperficies 
of  the  soil  in  that  vicinity. 

It  may  be  remarked  bete,  that  ophthalmia  ptefails  to  a  very  targe  exteat 
among  the  Osage  Indians,  who  inbahii  a  seciion  of  couDiiy  on  the  head 
waters  of  Giand  river.  The  frequency  of  the  disease  among  the  Indians 
has  been  ascribed  to  a  custom  which  exists  among  ihem,  of  pluck io^  out  the 
bair  of  their  supercilia,  thus  depriiiug  the  eye  of  tbe  proteclioD  iiom  the 
rays  of  the  meridian  sun,  which  ihts  oaiural  contrivance  aflbrds.  My  expe- 
rience JD  the  (reaiment  of  (his  disease  has  not  enlarged  io  any  cooaidersble 
degree  my  knowledge  of  the  means  of  combating  it  suDcessfully,  Most  of 
the  varieties  of  in&ammalion  of  the  eye  and  its  ap^ndages  were  occa- 
aiooally  presented;  ihe  piedominant  form  was  conjunctivitis; — pen,  ia 
frequency  of  occurrence,  was  sclerotitis;  a  few  cases  of  iritis,  of  syphililic 
origin,  contributed  to  make  up  the  variety.  Tbe  conjunctival  form,  ia  its 
advanced  sta°e,  generally  implicated  (he  cornea,  which  became  obscure, 
and  occasionally  ulcerated, 

Tbe  cases  were  managed  in  (be  way  taught  in  the  schools,  and  throDgh- 
oul  their  course  furnished  very  lidle  theme  for  original  remari.  They  have 
only  left  on  my  mind,  at  this  distance  of  lime,  the  impression,  thai  in  the 
advanced  srnge  of  conjunciiviiis  the  nit.  argent  coUyrium  is,  by  a  majority 
of  practitioners,  used  of  insufliciiiui  strength;  thai  inobscariiy  ofthe  coToea, 
from  prolracied  inBammaiiou,  the  lunar  caustic  should  be  applied,  without 
stint  in  substance,  to  its  sitrface,  and  that  tbe  sysiem  should  be  made  lo  feel 
at  once,  the  mercurial  impression.  My  acquaintance  with  the  numerous 
cases  which  occurred  there, gave  me  opportunity  to  lest  the  value  ofaqueoD* 
solution  of  opium,  applied  to  tbe  eye,  where  great  intolerance  of  light  exists. 
Tbe  remedy  has  my  unqualified  approbatioa,  hating  derived  mote  adfaniage 
from  it,  in  (his  way,  than  from  any  other  application. 

Having  thus  disposed  in  a  discursive  way  of  (he  prevalent  disease  of  the 
winter  season,  those  cases  which  were  continued  io  hospital-  from  ibt 
previous  summer  come  next  to  be  coasidered. 

A  majority  of  ihese  paiienis  it  has  been  remarked,  laboured  under  pro- 
tracted intermitienl  fever,  and  its  sequences.  It  need  not  be  said  that  Id 
malarious  districts  of  country,  this  form  of  disease,  which,  if  the  doctrines  of 
(be  schools  be  correct,  can  only  originate  during  (he  heat  of  summer,  may 
nevertheless  exist  throughout  the  whole  year.  It  may  be  aflSrmed,  indeed, 
that  in  southern  latitudes  it  exercises  most  obstinate  sway  in  tbe  cold  sea- 
son ;  its  right  to  empire  seemini;  to  be  yielded  to  its  more  desolating  brothers, 
of  the  remittent  and  continued  types,  during  the  months  of  their  reign ;  and 
it  is  remarkable  that  it  is  very  apt  lo  make  the  quondam  subjecta  of  Ikeir 
rule,  the  victims  of  if«  uperalioos.  1  am  so  well  satisfied  of  liiia  fact,  that  I 
have  become  a  convert  to  ibe  opinion  of  MacCullocfa,  which  maintains  as  a 
general  rule,  that  patient*  will  not  recover  from  the  diseases  of  ibii  family, 
so  loQ^  as  they  remain  in  tbe  country  in  which  they  acquired  tb«Ba.  To 
arrest  intermittent  fetet  ia  the  easiest  thing  imaginable,  but  to  coofer,  by 
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medication,  exemplioo  from  sobseqiieut  attacks — "  aye  there's  the  rub." 
The  rerolmionary  aetfon  of  tbe  mercurials  will  not  do  il—oo  aileotioD  to 
diet,  no  avoidance  of  exposure,  will  do  it ;  do  course  of  ionics,  given  wirh  a 
view  to  inrigoraie  the  impaired  energies  of  life,  will  effect  the  object.  No- 
thing in  fine,  will  affbid  iromUDily  froio  occasional  returas  of  the  paroiysm, 
but  lemoral  from  ihe  country.  I  hare  good  reason  for  believing  that  a  short 
residence  in  a  section  where  the  disease  dops  not  exist,  wilt  a^rd  compara- 
tive  security  from  Tulure  altaclts,  but  what  is  (he  shortest  liniil  of  absence, 
which  may  suffice  in  ordinary  cases,  my  obsetratioo  does  not  enable  me 
exactly  lo  determine.  It  is  not  maintained  that  all  who  have  had  ferer  and 
ague  must  absent  themselves  from  the  region  of  country  in  which  they 
became  siclc — spontaneous  instances  are  of  frequent  occurrence,  in  the 
Dorlhern  laliludes,  where  the  patient  will  completely  recover,  after  one  or 
two  series  of  paroxysms.  Here  the  cause  of  the  disease  may  be  supposed 
to  have  but  an  ephemeral  existence,  or  the  malaria  is  to  so  slight  conceolra- 
lion,  as  to  require  some  accidental  disturbance  of  Ihe  economy  to  enable  it 
to  institute  its  action;  but  in  the  southern  climates,  where  the  disease  is 
endeinical,  1  had  almost  said  epidemical,  nothing  short  of  an  alibi  will 
atTord  protection  from  relapse. 

The  writer  has  not  in  his  possession  a  record  of  the  cases  of  iniermillent 
fever,  which  have  been  the  subject  of  bis  charge  during  the  last  seven  years, 
bni  he  is  safe  in  saying,  that  the  number  certainly  amounts  to  some  thou- 
sands. In  regard  to  the  quasslio  vexata— of  the  expediency  of  adminisiering 
medicJnea  addressed  to  the  nrimcc  viK,  prelitnioary  to  the  exhibition  of  the 
article  having  direct  control  over  the  paroxysms,  his  experience  teachea 
that  such  precautionary  measure  is  not  so  indispensable  to  the  intermption 
of  the  disease,  as  was  once  believed.  He  has  instituted  sundry  experiinents, 
at  different  times,  and  under  a  variety  of  circumstances,  with  intent  to  get 
at  the  truth  on  this  subject.  All  his  inquiries  persuade  him  that,  very  often, 
the  time  occupied  in  this  preparatory  process  ii,  in  effect,  thrown  away. 
When  the  symptoms  manifest  a  deranged  stale  of  the  stomach  and  bowels, 
of  course  this  condition  must  be  removed,  by  the  appropriate  medicines,  in 
limine.  Occasionally  we  meet  with  a  subject  of  this  form  of  disease,  the 
tone  of  whose  system  we  are  required  lo  reduce  by  blood-letting,  in  advance 
of  the  exhibition  of  remedies  during  the  inieival;  bm  in  a  great  majority  of 
cases  we  will  best  succeed  in  abbrevialiog  the  sufferings  of  the  patient,  by 
entering  at  once  on  the  use  of  the  barb,  or  other  article  selected ;  for  it  will 
be  found  in  those  localities  where  the  disease  prevails  most  exiensirety, 
that  we  will  not  derive  compensatioD  for  the  suffering,  involved  in  Ihe 
repeated  returns  of  the  paroxysm,  whilst  we  are  preparing  the  system  for 
the  anti-febrile  remedy,  in  any  diminished  liability  to  its  recurrence,  when 
it  shall  have  been  interrupted.  An  exception  may  be  made  to  the  above 
statement,  in  favour  of  the  doctrine  of  critical  days,  or  the  alleged  tendency 
of  this  disease  to  septenary  periods,  both  In  its  approach  and  subsidence.  I 
am  well  satisfied^  that  this  quality  is  one  of  the  elements  which  make  op 
the  character  of  intermittent  fever;  having  in  repealed  instances  secured  to 
patients  a  greatly  prolonged  term  of  comparative  health,  by  avoiding  all 
interference,  where  extraordinary  indications  did  not  exist,  until  the  day 
preceding  the  seventh,  in  quotidian,  and  tbe  fourieeotU  in  tertian,  from  tbe 
date  of  the  attack,  when  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  exhibiling  the  quinine, 
in  doses  of  from  ten  to  fourteen  grains  during  the  twenty-four  hours ;  ana 
when  the  patient  has  been  subject  to  repeated  attacks,  on  slight  exposure,  I 
have  given  the  article  in  the  quantity  above  indicated,  on  the  sixth  and 
thirteenth  days  (according  to  the  type  of  the  affection)  alter  the  last 
paroxysm,  aecmirigiy,  at  least,  with  the  effect  of  preventing  a  recurrence  of 
ihe  chill  for  several  weeks. 

In  all  the  types  of  intermittent  fever,  I  have  relied  mainly  on  quinine, 
giving  il  in  the  shape  of  snper-sulphate,  in  solution.  It  is  exhibited  usually 
in  divided  doses,  during  (he  apyrexia. 
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It  ii  DO  mean  ]>raise  of  the  arilcte  to  taj',  that  I  hare  Derer  wilnessed  id 
failQTe  to  pui  an  iinmediaie  Mop  lo  the  disease  after  the  second  paroxTsm: 
ID  niDeiy-nine  of  an  hundred  instaoues,  there  is  no  reliiro  of  ibat  tetitt 
after  the  exhibition  of  (he  quinine. 

1  have  given  a  fair  trial  to  all  the  various  articles  Eecommended  as  Gabiti- 
luies  for  the  bark,  but  though  many  of  them  will  certainly  srrest  the 
paioiTsms,  in  time,  uone  are  entitled,  in  my  estimation,  to  respectful  notice, 
m  comparison  with  ibis  ipse  agmen. 

The  tourniquet  practice  has  failed  in  my  hands,  and  the  plan  of  bleeding 
in  the  cold  stage  has  not,  under  my  observation,  been  productive  of  the 
almost  miraculous  cures,  which  Mackintosb,  and  others,  give  It  credit  for. 
1  will  confess,  that  I  entertained  from  the  first  strong  prejudices  against  the 
measnte,  though  it  came  highly  recommended  by  authority;  and  it  is  per- 
haps due  to  thai  authority  Eo  admit,  that  the  idea  comported  so  illy  with  all 
my  pathological  noiioos,  in  relation  to  the  disease,  that  1  have  not  frequently 
resorted  to  it.  1  am  familiar  with  the  ratiocination,  by  which  the  advocate* 
of  the  practice  eiplain  the  removal  of  the  blood,  in  the  congested  viscera, 
but  lo  my  mind,  it  is  not  satisfactory.  If  that  portion  of  the  venous  system, 
distributed  upon  the  surface  and  extremities,  was  in  a  state  of  r<>pleiion,  it 
might  be  alleged  that  by  abstracting  its  contents,  the  blood,  accumulated  in 
the  internal  orgaos,  might  be  coaxed  lo  the  periphery,  to  supply  the  approach 
to  vacuum,  resulting  from  the  abstraction,  and  that  thus,  the  balance  of  cir- 
culation might  be  restored. 

la  the  cold  stage  of  intermittent  fever,  and  in  the  congestive  fevers,  of 
which  it  is  the  type,  the  sanguiferous  system  of  the  entire  surface,  and 
extremities,  is  in  a  slate  of  comparative  emptiness.  This  vacuity  of  these 
vessels  is  in  truth  an  essential  condition  of  the  pathological  state  which 
exists — the  measure  recommended  is  calculated,  in  its  very  nature,  to  aggra- 
Tate  this  symptom,  and,  to  my  comprehension,  it  is  not  apparent  how  it  can 
relieve  the  suffering  organs,  constituting  the  seat  of  the  congestion.  I  an 
aware  (hat  I  incur  ibe  imputation  of  medical  heresy,  but  I  repeal  that  the 
process  of  reasoning,  by  which  authors  enforce  the  advice  to  bleed  from  the 
arm,  in  congestion  of  the  larger  viscera,  has  neter  seemed  to  me  even 
plausible;  and  moreover,  a  frequent  resort  lo  the  praciice,  in  forms  of  dis- 
ease in  which  congestion  gave  character  to  the  case,  has  not  tended  to  dispel 
my  misgivings  of  the  soundness  of  the  doctriue.  I  can  readily  conceive  that 
in  those  cases  which  have  ultimately  terminated  happily,  in  my  hands, 
reactiOD  was  due  to  ihe  warmth  externally  applied — the  extensive  couoier- 
iiritation  of  the  surface,  aod  the  remedies  addressed  to  the  stomach  and 
bowels,  rather  than  lo  the  venesection. — 1  had  almost  said,  in  spite  of  it. 

It  may  he  true  that  abstraction  of  blood,  during  the  chill,  where  the  viul 
forces  are  not  oppressed  beyond  the  power  of  successful  resistance,  miy 
moderate  ihe  subsequent  reaction,  and  thereby,  in  some  instances,  contribute 
to  the  cure ;  but  a  very  large  majority  of  our  patients,  in  sections  of  the 
country  where  the  disease  prevails  to  its  greatest  extent,  will  not  bear  wiih 
impunity  such  subduction  of  vital  eaeigy  as  is  implied  in  the  operaiion. 
The  danger  of  increasing  ihe  hydropicsl  diathesis  in  most  of  the  protracted 
cases  is  not,  1  conceive,  the  least  evil  to  be  apprehended  from  the  practice. 

The  cases  of  chronic  enlargement  of  the  liver  and  spleeo.  were  treated, 
the  first,  by  mercurials,  given  to  the  extent  of  slight  ptyalism^ — counter- 
irritation  over  the  diseased  viscus,  by  blisters — cupping;  and  (he  empl. 
hydrarg.  applied  to  the  gently  irritated  surface,  with  attention  (o  the  minor 
considerations,  which  suggest  themselves  to  every  physician.  The  engorge- 
ment of  the  spleen  yielded,  io  a  majority  of  instances,  to  similar  means,  (the 
mercurials  being  omitted,  for  the  most  part),  with  the  additions  of  the  pre- 
parations of  iodine,  used  externally  aod  internally.  The  hydropical  affec- 
tions, bearing  (be  relaiiooship  of  sequels  to  (he  diseased  conditions  named, 
subsided  ordinarily  under  (he  methodua  medendi  instituted  for  the  temoral 
of  the  latter.  Squill  and  digitalis  were  generally  conjoined  to  the  mcrcnritlti 
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^h«re  thtn  eiinted  aoagarca,  or  aKitet.  Ad  occasional  doM  of  eomp.  puir. 
jalap,  uiiirorinly  faciliiaied  the  remoral  of  tbe  iofilirated  serum.  Subsequent 
10  the  reraoral  or  the  eDgorgeroeuts,  aod  ibe  reiorpiion  of  tbe  efiiisioss,  the 
pttienls  were  put  under  ibe  influence  of  a  ionic  course, 

I  had  bere  bd  upponuoiiy  of  leaiing  tbe  claim  to  notice  of  an  indigenoai 
article  of  medicine,  but  sligbtly  used,  1  apprehend  in  any  country.  I  allude 
to  ibe  Indian  hemp — theapocyn.  cannabinun.  I  am  awate  tbat  ibe  professioD 
H  not  10  be  informed  that  icpossesses  mediciaat  viriups,  but  the  opinion  is 
entertained  tbat  if  it  were  better  known,  it  would  be  more  esteemed.  I  bave 
used  it  with  marked  benefic,  in  hydropic  diseases,  in  farm  of  decoction 
of  tbe  root,  in  sucb  quantity  as  slightly  to  nauseate  the  stomach.  It  ba* 
rarely  failed  In  my  hands  to  excite  fcee  diuresis.  Tbe  objection  to  the 
article  is,  that  it  is  very  apt  to  excite  Tomtling,  and  sometimes,  when  it  acta 
on  tbe  bnwels,  painful  tormina. 

Chronic  dysentery  was  of  very  frequent  occurrence.  Its  Bubjecis  were,  in 
a  majority  of  cases,  those  whose  general  health  was  impaired  by  repeated 
attacks  of  int.  fever.  It  presented  itself  in  every  grade  of  violence,  and 
often  proved  obstinate  and  intractable.  The  medication  consisted  in  cupping 
and  blistering  over  the  region  of  the  colon — the  exbibiiion  of  calomel,  opium, 
and  ipecac,  followed  up  at  intervals  with  castor  oil,— mucilaginous  drinks, 
and  opiated  injections,  with  an  entire  avoidance  of  all  injreata  which  could 
in  any  wise  add  to  the  irritation  of  the  mucous  tissue  of  the  larger  bowels ; 
bni  tbe  internal  remedy  which  most  commended  itself  to  my  favour,  was  the 
prescription  of  Dr.  Stokes  of  Dublin:  viz.  the  bydr.  cum.  crei.,  wiib,  and 
without,  opium.  It  is,  in  my  estimation,  an  article  having  high  claims  to 
confidence.  The  acq:  campborat,,  et  elix.  vit:  with  addition  of  aol.  sulph. 
morpbic,  at  regular  intervals  of  a  few  bours,  has  in  numeroua  instances 
contiolied  tbe  aSeciion,  when  other  remedies  have  failed. 

A  memorable  case  of  dysenteric  ofTecliou  limited  tn  tbe  rectum,  occurred 
during  the  time  to  which  these  remarks  relate,  which  has  left  an  enduring 

impression  on  my  memory.  It  was  tbat  of  Lieut.  W a  promising  young 

officer  who  was  convalescent  from  a  grave  form  of  bilious  remittent  fever, 
and  whose  morbid  appetite  was  not  to  be  satisfied  but  by  such  iadulgence, 
as  endangered,  and  ultimately  cost  him  his  life.  The  case  was  managed  on 
general  principles.  It  would  be  unproGiable,  therefore,  to  narrate  the  parti- 
culars; it  is  sufficient  to  have  iolimated  its  issue,  but  I  would  here  take  occa- 
sion to  tematk,  that  this  portion  of  the  intesiinal  cttnal  has  always  seemed 
to  me  more  isolated  from  the  rest  of  the  body,  than  almost  any  other  viscui. 
It  bas  fallen  to  my  lot  subsequently,  to  witness  inOammatoty  affections  of 
tbis  iaiEstine,  pursuing  an  onward  course,  unchecked  by  medication,  to  dis- 
organisation, and  death  ;  leaving  tbe  impression  that  however  intimately  it 
may  be  connected  by  sympathy,  In  some  of  its  diseased  conditions,  with  tha 
system  at  large,  its  morbid  slates  can  scarcely  be  reached  by  consiiiuiiouat 
remedies,  and  my  experience  leaches,  thai  local  appliances  do  not  afford  so 
much  satisfaclion,  as  in  most  other  cases  of  inflammation,  in  which  tbe 
whole  system  is  ultimately  brought  to  sympathise  with  an  afleclion,  at  Rtst 
purely  local. 

The  common  forms  of  diarrhtea  were  readily  controlled  by  the  opiate, 
asiringeat,  and  cretaceous  preparations,  with  Ihe  occasional  addition  of 
minute  quantities  of  calomel.  It  occurred  to  the  writer,  lo  witness  several 
cases  of  rather  a  rare  form  of  disease,  whilst  on  duty  in  Arkansas;  viz.  gan- 

Srene.  The  subjects  were  all  of  the  Cherokee,  and  half-breed  Indians,  who 
ve  in  the  vicinity  of  the  fori.  In  regard  to  the  mooted  question,  whether 
this  afleclion  is  due  in  all  cases  to  some  .ibnormal  action  of  the  mercurial 
medicines,  opportunity  was  afforded  me  of  arriving  at  a  satisfaciory  conclu- 
sion. The  cases  were  all  well  marked,  and  occuried  in  children  who  bad 
not  taken  medicine  of  any  kind,  unlil  my  eiteniion  was  directed  to  them.  la 
all  these  instances  tbe  disease  came  on  without  the  slightest  agency  of  mer- 
curials.   In  one  caae,  the  affection  extended  to  the  alveolar  process  of  the 
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gppft-mHillarf  bone,  which  became  necroted,  to  in  eslent  inTolTing  tbt 
■lie  of  three  of  the  Gret  leeih.  This  ponioDof  the  process  was  removed,  ifat 
teeth  hBTiDg  fallen  out,  nod  the  disease  in  the  soft  pans,  beio^  nTTeated  bj 
blisters,  and  the  free  application  of  argent,  niirat.,  together  wtih  the  oeeof 
detergent  epithems,  into  which  the  PeruTinn  barh  and  the  chlorides  of  line 
and  soda  entered,  ine  patient  uliimatelf  recovered. 

JOSEPH  J.  B.  WRIGHT,  M.  D. 

.1m'(  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Array. 
Fort  ATmUUad,  E.  Florida,  March,  1841. 


AST.    II.— CASES   OF  MAMMARY    ABSCESS,    TREATED    BY 
COMPRESSION. 

To  Ike  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

Su:— If  you  tbiok  the  following  aiiicle  worthy  of  a  place  in  your  valua- 
ble periodical,  its  early  insertion  will  oblige,  sir. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  BELL. 

Barrhead,  Oct.  16,  1841. 

Id  the  part  of  ihe  Med.  Oai.  for  last  nioDth,  there  is  a  raluahle  extract 
from  an  article  "  On  tlie  use  of  CompressioD  in  the  Treatment  of  Mammary 
Absceisen,"  by  MM.  Trousseau  and  Ooaioor,  and  which  appeared  in  the 
Jourfial  dea  Connatt.  Meii.-Chirurgicalei,  Janrier  1841. 

Having  experienced  very  great  benefii  from  the  employment  of  compres' 
sion  io  such  cases,  I  have  been  induced  to  send  the  present  communication 
for  publication,  in  order  to  attract  as  much  atientioQ  as  possible  to  a  msaia 
of  cute  which,  though  frequently  brought  under  the  notice  oftheprofessioo, 
yet,  so  far  as  1  cau  asceiiain,  is  very  seldom  employed. 

The  editors  of  the  Dublin  Medical  Press  favoured  me  by  publishing  the 
following  case  and  remarks  in  their  journal  for  2'ii  December,  1840. 

May  ISib,  1837.  Mrs.  C,  nial.  26  years,  mother  of  two  children.  Sbe 
ii  of  ordinary  stature,  dark  complexion,  considerably  emaciated.  Complains 
of  severe  painof  leti  maDima,  which  is  discharging  large  quantities  of  puru- 
lent matter  from  a  small  opening  situated  a  little  above  the  nipple,  on  the 
outer  aspect  of  breast,  which  measures  in  circumference  26ji  inches;  on  its 
superior  aspect  it  measures  12  inches  from  base  to  nipple,  and  9  inches 
interiorly. 

It  is  very  hard  and  painful,  particularly  at  the  npper  part ;  Ihe  hardness 
is  irregular  and  knotty ;  integuments  over  upper  side  red  and  tender ;  pain 
extends  to  axilla  of  same  side,  and  down  arm  to  fingers;  some  milk  comes 
occasionally  from  nipple;  the  lacteal  secretion  ts  very  scanty  in  right 
mamma ;  general  health  much  impaired  ;  has  no  appetite ;  tongue  coveted 
with  a  dirty  white  fur;  thirst;  skin  hot  and  dry,  but  at  night  is  covered 
with  a  profuse  perspiration ;  pulse  120,  feeble ;  can  obtain  no  sleep  Irom 
pain;  bowels  said  to  be  regular;  has  been  confined  to  bed  nine  weeks; 
suppuTalion  commenced  eignt  days  after  the  birth  of  her  yonngeat  child, 
now  three  months  old. 

The  abscess  wss  opened  by  her  medical  attendant  about  a  fortnight  after- 
wards, from  which  lime  she  has  constantly  applied  linseed  meal  poultices, 
aecOTdiog  to  his  directions. 

Applicat.  fascia  Mamtu.  sinittT.  et  habt  hausi.  Anodyo.  h.  a.  ez  Sd. 
Mur.  Morph.  git  XXX.;  Tt.  Hyos  .Nig.'3j.;  Aq.  Cinnamomi,  Sj-  M^ 
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14th. — Qkbi  relief  of  pain  iDStaotU  followed  application  of  the  bandage. 
To-day  $be  baa  do  paios  whatever;  s&e  looka  more  cheerful  |  has  slept  well 
for  the  last  two  Dights;  aapeiite  improved ;  tongue  cteaDet;  skin  more 
natural;  perspiration  at  ni^bt  less ;  puW84;  bowels  regular;  breast  now 
measures  aaXj  IT  inches  m  circumference,  6  inches  from  base  (o  nipple 
superiorly,  and  5  inferiorly  ;  hardness  much  less,  and  discharge  considerably 
decreased;  redoess  of  iniegnments  gone. 

Cont.  fascia  sed  intermitt.  hausi.  Anodyn. 

18tb.— Bandage  came  off  on  the  night  of  16th ;  I  could  not  Gnd  it  conve- 
nient 10  apply  ii  till  to-day.  Breast  more  swollen  and  painful  than  on  ibe 
14th,  but  not  near  ho  mucQ  as  it  was  previous  to  application  of  bandage ; 
hardness  increased,  particularly  in  direction  of  left  axilla;  pulse  100;  did 
not  rest  well  last  nieht ;  bowels  costive. 

Cont.  fascia  et  ba^t.  01.  Ricin.  gj. 

31st.— Briiast  has  been  always  easier  since  the  bandage  was  applied  on 
the  18th.  All  pain  is  now  gone ;  breast  mach  reduced  in  size,  it  is  now  no 
larger  than  a  small  Bst ;  discharge  almost  ceased ;  pulse  76 ;  bowels  freely 
opened  by  oil,  and  have  been  regular  since. 

Cont.  fascia. 

June  Ist.— Breast  ia  now  well;  general  health  good.  Attendance  dis- 
coDtinued. 

Remarkt.—Tht  above  case  illustrates  the  beneficial  effects  that  have 
resulted  fiom  compression  in  several  cases  of  mammary  abscess  which  have 
come  under  my  ooservatioo.  I  have  found  it  also  exceedingly  useful  in 
cases  of  sinuses,  which  are  frequently  the  sequelc  of  mammary  abscesses. 

In  one  case  the  ainuses  were  of  nine  months'  duration,  and  had  resisted 
a  great  many  applications,  but  were  completely  cured  in  ten  days  by  com- 
pression. 

This  treatment  is  by  no  means  netv,  although  I  believe  it  is  not  generally 
known.  I  was  not,  however,  led  to  adopt  it  from  any  authority,  but  from  a 
preconceived  notion.  It  aSbrded  oil-  great  pleasure  to  observe  it  strongly 
recommended  by  a  writer  in  the  London  Medical  Gazette  (vide  vol.  xiii. 
pp.  389,  419.)  This  gentleman  seems  10  think  tbat  the  ireatment  bad  not 
tteen  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  profession  previous  to  the  appearance 
of  his  paper  on  the  subject.  We  find,  however,  tlie  practice  highly  lauded 
by  M.  Jules  Cloquet,  in  a  clinical  lecture  on  abscesses  of  the  mammn  de- 
livered in  1837  (vide  La  Prase  Medicate,  1837.)  He  mentions  a  case  of 
six  months' duration,  "treated  to  no  purpose  by  all  other  means,  which 
yielded  to  corapressioh  as  if  by  enchantment."  I  intended  to  have  published 
the  first  case  which  I  treated  by  bandaging,  when  it  occurred,  but  delayed 
doing  so  in  order  to  test  its  efiecia  in  other  instances,  in  all  of  which  I  have 
found  it  successful.  I  use  a  common  roller  about  niue  yards  long,  which  I 
apply  round  the  cbest  and  shoulders,  so  as  to  make  gentle  and  uniform  pres- 
sure on  the  affected  breast;  openings  are  made  in  the  baudage  to  allow  free 
exit  lo  the  discharge.  The  greatest  care  must  be  taken  to  have  the  bandage 
equally  applied,  as,  if  it  be  allowed  to  press  more  on  one  part  than  another, 
we  will  to  a  certainly  not  only  aggravate,  but  cause  the  very  afTeciion  we 
are  endeavorine  to  combat.  In  order,  therefore,  to  be  successful,  the  roller 
must  be  carefully  and  judiciously  applied. 

Since  the  above  was  written,  1  have  treated  five  cases  of  mammary 
abacesB  with  the  greatest  success  by  compression.  Two  of  these  I  will  now 
quote :  in  these  instances  I  employed  strips  of  adhesive  plaisier,  as  recom- 
mended by  MM.  Trousseau  and  Contour. 

Case  I.— Jan  6,  1841,  Mrs.  T r,  ci.  32  years,  mother  of  four  chil- 
dren.    She  ia  of  full    height,  fine   complexion,  and  of  ordinary   stature 


Dative  of  Ireland.  Right  mamma  has  suppurated,  and  is  discharging,  from 
an  crpeaing  under  nipple,  a  large  quantity  of  purulent  matter;  breast  much 
snolleD,  very  painful,  and  hardened,  particularly  the  under  side,  where  the 
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ii  eiceedJDgljr  resiles 

Was  delirered  of  a  male  child  six  weeks  ago.  Shonlr  after  ihii  her 
breaai  suppurated,  and  was  opened  by  a  surgeon  on  ihe  9ili  ult.  She  hu 
been  using  poullices  aad  ointmenlg  siDce. 

AdmoT.  fate.  Mamm.  dextr.  et  habu  Ol.  Ricini,  Jj. ;  Tr.  Hyoseiain. 
Niiir.  3  iss- ;  Aq.  CioDimom.  |jss.  slat. 

7lh.— Slept  some  last  night;  oil  operated  twice;  bandage  has  come  off 
this  moToiog  1  pulse  96 ;  mamma  much  easier ;  iwelling  less. 

Conlioaenlur  uraoia. 

lOih.— The  bandage,  either  from  (he  resiletaoeiis  or  the  carelesaaeu  of 
the  patient,  cannot  be  kept  properly  applied;  mamma  not  improved,  but 
rather  more  painful  aod  enlarged. 

Stiips  of  common  adhesive  plaster,  about  two  inches  broad,  were  applied 
round  chest  (soroewhai  in  the  manner  used  in  the  BaynioDian  treatment  of 
ulcers,)  so  as  to  make  firm  compression  on  breast,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to 
allow  free  passage  to  the  discharge;  a  bandage  was  applied  over  the  plaster 
iu  (be  usual  manner. 

I2ih.— Great  improvement;  pain,  swelling,  and  discharge,  greatly  abated. 
Pulse  76;  sleeps  well. 

Continuentur, 

33d. — Mamma  quite  well ;  is  as  small  as  that  of  lefl  side ;  no  hardening ; 
no  pain  even  caused  by  firm  pressure  with  the  hand;  openiog  bas  beea 
healed  since  16th.    Attendance  diacominued. 

C*SE  II.— March  22,  1841.  Mrs.  M'W ,  at.  22  years.  A  tall  deli- 
cate female,  fait  complexion,  a  native  of  the  north  of  Scotland,  on  the  6ili 
inst  was  delivered  of  hei  first  child.  She  had  a  good  recovery  until  the 
14th,  when  her  right  breast  became  inBamed,  and  deapiie  the  usual  remedies 
to  procute  lesuliitioo,  suppuration  took  place ;  it  was  incised  yesterday, 
when  several  ounces  of  yellowish  matter  escaped.  The  abscess  js  deep 
seated,  and  the  breast  is  very  much  enlarged,  exceedingly  painful,  and  is 
discharging  profusely ;  pulse  iOO;  pyrexia. 

Uiat.  Compress.  Mamm.  deitr.  c.  Emplas.  adhesi*.  exteos.  et  fascia,  more 
soli  to, 

34ih.— Mamma  doing  well ;  pain,  tumefactioo,  aod  hardening,  rapidly 
Guhsidiog;  health  improving;  feverishness  gone. 

27ih. — Breast  nearly  well,  but  plaster  has  produced  considerable  irritation 
of  the  skin  over  which  it  was  applied,  causing  abrasion  in  some  places  aod 
much  pain. 

Intermit.  Emplas.  Adhesiv.  sed.  coot.  fasc.  et  ulal.  Ungl.  Simpl. 

3l3t.— Manjma  quite  well  i  tenderness  of  iniegumenis  almost  gone. 

Remark*. — In  Mrs.  T.'s  case  1  was  led  to  employ  the  plaster  in  conse- 
quence of  being  unable  to  keep  the  bandage  properly  applied  to  the  breast. 
Finding  in  her  case  that  it  retained  its  place  much  belter  than  a  siruplt 
roller,  I  have  used  it  in  all  the  other  instances  which  have  occurred  to  me 
since.  This  it  an  advantage  which  it  possesses  over  the  commoo  roller; 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  as  will  be  seen  from  M'W.'a  case,  very  great  irriu- 
(ion  of  the  integuments  was  caused  by  the  plaster.  The  same  effect  wai 
produced  in  two  other  instances.  In  these,  however,  the  evil  was  obviated 
by  substituting  a  finer  quality  of  plaster  (for  that  in  common  use,)  sold  here 
under  the  name  of  Leicester  plaster.  Not  the  slightest  irrilalion  or  uneasi- 
ness was  caused  by  its  application. 

I  have  been  so  well  pleased  with  the  result,  thai  I  shall  use  it  in  future  in 
all  such  instances. 

Perhaps  it  should  be  mentioned  here,  thai  Dr.  M'Dowall,  of  Dublin,  hi* 
invented  an  iosirument  for  making  compression  in  cases  of  mammary 
abscesses.  In  the  Dublin  Medical  Press  for  Dec.  30,  1S40,  this  gentlenwo 
in  a  note  (referring  to  my  communication  which  appeared  in  the  prerion* 
namber)  states,  "I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  enploying  compresiton  foe 
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BOme  years  past  in  those  cases  (abscesses  of  the  mamma,)  and  the  resalt 
baa  been  such  as  to  lead  me  to  coincide  ffiih  Mt.  Bell  in  his  views  on  the 
subject.  I  have  invented  aa  inatrument  for  the  purpose,  which  I  have  found 
to  possess  jaaof  advantages  over  either  the  bandage  or  the  oiber  modes  of 
compression  usually  employed.  This  little  inslruraenl  is  extremely  simple, 
being  composed  of  (wo  springs  curved  in  a  peculiar  maoner,  and  crossing 
each  other  ai  right  angles,  having  a  p«d  at  each  eiiremity.  In  adjusting  it, 
the  exireroiiies  of  the  spiings  are  drawn  Hsunder,  and  the  breast  being 
placed  bctweeo  them^  are  allowed  to  close  gently  upon  it :  the  stays  may 
theo  be  closed  over  it,  or,  if  the  slays  cannot  be  worn,  a  small  bandage 
round  the  chest  will  do.  When  thus  fixed,  the  insirumeni  holds  the  breast 
firmly,  as  if  it  were  grasped  by  the  hand,  and  can  he  used  with  very  little 
Irotible  or  incopvenieoce  to  the  patient. 

Whether  or  not  this  inveoiioD  of  Dr.  M'Dowall  be  calculated  to  effect  the 
object  in  view  I  cannot  say,  as  I  have  neither  seen  nor  used  the  insItumeaL 
If,  however,  it  msbe  sufficiently  firm  and  uniform  compressioo  on  the  breast, 
it  certainly  must  be  a  preferable  means  of  treatment  lo  either  bandage  or 
adhesive  plaster. 

In  CDDclusioQ,  I  would  observe,  that  from  my  experience  of  the  use  of 
compresBJOQ  in  these  cases,  I  can  conscientiously  join  with  MM.  Trousseau, 
Contour,  Dr.  M'Dowall,  and  others,  in  strongly  recommending  the  treat- 
ment to  the  profession,  as  most  efficacious  and  speedy  in  its  effects; 
alleviating  much  pain  and  sufleriog  to  the  patient,  and  saving  much  lime, 
trouble,  and  annoyance  to  the  medical  attendant. 

From  what  I  have  witnessed  of  the  employment  of  adhesive  plaster,  I 
consider  that  its  application  should  be  preferred  to  the  bandage,  as  the  former 
is  not  so  easily  removed  either  by  the  carelessness  or  restlessness  of  the 
patient  as  the  latter,  which,  however,  is  even  itself  of  admirable  utility  in 
the  treatment  of  this  really  painful  and  tedious  aflection  to  which  the  roam- 
ms  are  90  liable,  particulirlv  at  a  time  when  a  due  performauce  of  their 
function  is  so  much  requirea. 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL  NOTICES. 

hitrodvctory  Lecluret. 

We  have  received  various  introductory  lectures,  which  hare  appeared  lo 
us  generally  well  adapted  to  the  objects  which  their  authors  had  in  view, — 
that  of  placing  before  tbe  slndent  the  character  of  particular  departments 
of  the  science;  the  mode  in  which  the  Professors  design  to  teach  it, 
with  the  claims  it  has  on  the  attention  of  the  student ;  and  an  occasional 
digression  on  (be  condition  and  prospects  of  the  School  to  which  they  are 
respectively  attached. 

Of  the  lectures  before  us,  three  were  delivered  in  the  Jefferson  Medical 
College,  by  Professors  Bache,'  Meigs,*  and  Dunglison.' 

The  Lecture  0/  Professor  Bache  is  strictly  introductory  to  bis  subject, 

■  Introdactory  Lecture  to  the  coarse  oF  ChemlEtrj,  delivered  in  Jefferion  Medial 
College,  Not.  3, 1841,  by  Franklin  B«che,  M.  D.,  *c.  &c.,  Si-o.  pp.  IS,  Philid.  1841. 

•  Inlroduclory  Lecture  to  i  courte  of  Obntetrisi,  delivered  in  Jefferion  Medical  Cd. 
lege.  Not.  4, 1&41,  bj  Charlei  D.  Mtiga,  M.  D.,  &.c.  Slc  8va.  pp.  18,  Philed.  1841. 

Inlioductorv  Lecture  to  the  course  of  Institutes  of  Medicine,  jtc.,  dilivertd  in 
Hedieal  (JoUage,  Nov.  t,  1S41,  Svo.  pp.  34,  Fhikd.  184t. 
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and  coDiains  so  able  and  imeresiing  gketeh  of  ihe  importaDce  of  the  tXaij 
of  Chemistry,  and  ihe  adcantages  ibat  have  resulted  from  its  caltiTBiion, 
not  only  to  medicioe,  but  to  the  userul  am  and  to  science  in  geaeral.  We 
extract  that  portion  of  it  (vhich  treats  of  its  applicaiion  to  Medicine,  ll 
will  gire  sn  idea  of  Professor  Baehe'a  matter  and  maDDer. 

"  It  is  pharmaceutical  and  medical  chemistry  vhich  it  is  my  duty  more 
particularly  to  teach  in  this  College.  And  here,  gentlemen,  let  me  stop  lo 
inquire,  is  chemistry,  in  its  applications  lo  medicine  and  pharmacy,  worthf 
of  your  regard?  This  ia  an  important  preliminary  question;  lor  if  yog 
follow  (he  ensuing  course  under  the  erroneous  impression  that  you  can  be 
respectable  physicians  without  heing  chemists,  your  attention  will  flag,  and 
the  knowledge  which  you  will  derire  from  my  lectures  will  be  ioBignificanl; 
but  if  1  can  convince  you  in  the  outset  that  an  intimate  connection  subsiats 
between  chemical  sod  medical  science,  and  that  a  knowledge  of  chemistry 
is  an  indispensable  prerequisite  to  the  successful  prosecution  of  yonr  pro- 
fession, I  snail  hope  to  secure  jour  undifided  attention. 

"The  applications  of  chemistry  to  medicine  will  now  be  briefly  noticed ; 
and  first,  of  its  application  to  physiology. 

"  Although  it  has  been  conceded  that  vital  phenomena  must  be  considered 
Hs  regulated  hv  a  distinct  set  of  laws,  yel  it  does  not  follow  that  they  cannot 
be  elucidated  b^  chemistry.  Vital  phenomena  are  Ihe  result  of  the  reaction 
of  organic  particles;  chemical  phenomena,  of  iaorsanie  ones.  Hence  phy- 
siology and  chemistry  agree  in  studying  molecular  attractions,  occnrring 
either  wiibin  or  without  the  precincts  of  vitaliiy.  As  the  anatomist  sepB- 
rales  the  grosser  parts,  and  detects  differences  in  structure  ;  so  the  chemist 
executes  a  more  minute  dissection,  by  demon ttratine  the  chemical  nature  of 
the  diflerent  animal  solids  and  fluids.  Thus  it  is  tliai  Ihe  scienceof  phy- 
siology is  based  almost  entirely  upon  the  facts  furnished  by  anatomical  and 
chemical  research. 

"The  subject  of  alimentary  substances  requires  for  its  elucidation  the 
aid  of  chemistry.  By  iis  means,  the  different  kinds  of  food  are  analyzed, 
whether  deri?e<]  from  the  animal  or  vegetable  kingdom,  the  peculiarities  of 
each  noted,  and  the  relation  which  these  peculiarities  may  bear  to  their 
nutritive  power.  In  eirperiraenrs  relating  lo  the  vilal  process  of  abeorplioii, 
the  physiologist  can  hardly  proceed  a  single  step  without  the  aid  of  cnemi- 
ca I  knowledge.  The  tracing  of  different  substancee,  purposely  introduced 
into  the  stomach  to  determine  whether  they  afterwards  pass  into  ibe  blood 
and  secretions,  can  only  be  performed  by  chemical  tests,  capable  of  detec- 
ting minute  portions  of  matter,  which  elude  the  observation  of  the  senses. 

*'  The  process  of  digestion  cannot  be  successfully  studied  without  the  aid 
of  chemistry.  It  is  impossible  to  gire  an  account  of  what  is  known  in  rela- 
tion to  this  subject  without  constantly  recurring  to  chemical  principles.  The 
gastric  juice  has  been  examined  by  a  number  of  able  chemists ;  siill  much 
remains  obscure  and  unexplained.  lis  power,  out  of  ihe  stomach,  lo  dis- 
solve various  alimentary  substances,  was  demonstraled  by  Spallanzani  aad 
others ;  but  for  the  production  of  true  digestion,  the  nervous  influence  ap- 
pears to  be  necessary. 

"Of  all  the  functions  of  the  body,  none  have  received  more  imporunt 
elucidations  from  chemistry  than  that  of  respiration.  Here  true  chemical 
changes  lake  place,  as  is  proved  by  a  comparative  analysis  of  the  air  taken 
into  the  lungs,  and  that  expired.  The  chief  product  is  carbonic  acid,  aod 
hence  it  is  fair  to  infer  that  charcoal  undergoes  a  change  In  Ihe  lungs,  limilar 
to  that  which  it  suffers  when  it  burns  in  the  open  air.  Here,  tben,  is  a 
source  of  a  large  amount  of  heal;  and,  no  doubt,  the  temperature  of  the 
body  is  mainly  kept  up  by  the  function  of  respiraliOD. 

"  If  chemical  principles  alone  cannot  explain  the  function  of  respintioa, 
it  does  not,  therefore,  follow  that  the  changes  which  the  air  actually  under- 
goet  are  the  less  important  lo  be  known  ;  since  a  knowledge  of  these  change* 
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may  lead  to  the  enlargement  or  our  resources  in  coDabaiing  disease.  It 
has  been  found  ibat  the  formation  of  carbonic  acid,  in  respiration,  is  dimio- 
iebed  by  sleep,  by  the  use  of  spiijiuous  and  fermented  liquors,  and  by  the 
consiiiutioaal  efiects  of  mercury ;  while  it  is  increased  by  muscular  exertion 
aod  by  the  exhilarating  passions.  In  nhai  comparative  quaniiiies  this  acid 
may  be  generated  in  difTerenl  diseases,  no  extensive  series  of  experiments 
have  yet  been  instituted  to  determine  ;  but  it  csanot  be  deemed  an  unrea- 
sonable conjecture,  (bat,  in  disease,  important  differences  may  be  found  to 
obtain  in  the  products  of  the  respitaiory  organs. 

"  Another  important  function  is  the  production  of  animal  heat,  which  can- 
not be  successfully  studied  without  a  due  knowledge  of  the  properties  of 
caloric,  a  subject  wbicb  belongs  to  chemistry.  Here  is  requited  of  ibe 
pbysiolagist  a  clear  idea  of  quantity  of  heal^  as  cootradistioguisbed  from 
temperature  ;  of  cbunges  of  state  of  aggregation  produced  by  caloric ;  and 
of  the  circumstances  under  which  it  is  absorbed  and  given  out.  In  relation 
to  the  constant  liberation  of  caloric  id  the  animal  economy,  which  main- 
tains a  nearly  uniform  temperature,  It  may  be  said  that  one  general  principle 
prevails  ;  namely,  that,  wben,  in  any  vital  action,  liquids  are  conveild  into 
solids,  heat  is  evolved. 

"The  mysteries  of  ibe  nervous  system  ate  more  likely  to  be  explained  by 
studying  ibe  imponderable  £uids  than  in  an^  other  way.  Mere  voliiioa 
causes  muscular  motion  ;  and  ibe  seat  of  exertion  seems  Co  be  in  the  muscle 
moved ;  but,  in  fact,  its  source  is  either  in  the  brain  or  spinal  mariow.  That 
the  exertion  is  tbence  propagated,  is  proved  by  the  effect  of  culling  a  small 
Gbie,  called  a  nerve,  which  forms  Ibe  channel  of  communication  between 
the  brain  or  marrow  and  the  muscle;  whereupon  the  will  becomes  uiierly 
powerless.  The  iastanlaneous  power  of  volition  in  propagaiing  an  efTecl 
through  the  channel  of  a  nerve,  as  it  were  througb  a  conductor,  naturally 
suggests  tbe  hypothesis  of  ibe  passage  of  a  fluid  ;  and,  from  the  analogy  of 
the  effect  to  electrical  and  galvanic  phenomena,  leads  at  once  to  the  plausi- 
ble conjecture  thai  the  fluid  in  question  is  some  form  of  electricity  or 
galvanism.  Wbat  suitains  ibis  view  are  the  well  known  facts  tbaC  a 
muscle,  recently  separated  from  an  animal,  suffers  violent  coniractions  wben 
a  galvanic  current  is  passed  ibrougb  it;  and  that  nature  herself  has  endowed 
certain  animals  having  ibe  nervous  sydlem  largely  developed,  as  the  torpedo 
and  otber  electrical  fishes,  with  the  power  of  giving  electrical  shocks. 
Besides,  the  experiments  of  Dr.  Wilson  Philip  prove  thai  digestion,  and 
other  functions  uependeni  on  nervous  intluence,  after  having  been  arrested 
by  ihe  division  of  the  nerve  going  to  the  organ,  maj  be  restored  by  passing 
«  euirent  of  the  galvanic  fluid  from  one  cut  extremity  to  ibe  other. 

"  But  ii  is  not  merely  the  healthy  economy,  whose  functions  are  elucidated 
by  chemistry.  Many  aubjecis,  connected  with  pathology,  receive  important 
aid.  In  ibe  treatment  of  tbe  morbid  effect  of  poisons,  chemistry  furnishes 
almost  our  only  resource.  By  suggesting  what  substances,  by  chemical 
affinity,  will  unite  wilb  the  poison,  so  aa  to  render  It  inert,  or  comparalively 
harmless,  we  are  instructed  in  the  knowledge  of  counter-poisons.  Thus, 
for  preparations  of  anatomjr,  the  best  antidote  is  a  decoction  of  some 
astringent  vegetable;  for  nilrate  of  silver,  common  salt;  for  baiyta  and 
lead,  solutions  of  Epsom  or  Glauber's  salt;  for  oxalic  acid,  chalk  or  mag- 
nesia-, for  corrosive  sublimate,  the  while  of  eggs;  and  for  arsenic,  the 
hydrated  sesquioxide  of  iron. 

"  In  calculous  disorders,  the  physician  cannot  determine  th<>  proper  cura- 
tive measures  without  tbe  aid  of  cbemistry.  Heie  it  is  necessary  to  kaov 
(be  chemical  composition  of  the  urine  in  health  and  disease,  and  to  pos- 
sess accurate  analyses  of  the  different  kinds  of  gravel  and  urinary  calculi. 
Without  this  knowledge,  ibe  practitioner  is  unable  to  discriminate  between 
the  different  diseases  of  the  kidneys,  or  to  apply  the  appropriate  remedies, 
which,  for  the  most  part,  rest  upon  chemical  principles  for  their  efficac;. 
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"Bui  it  is  not  only  physiology  and  peihology  that  are  indebted  to  ehe- 
miBiry.  The  departmeot  of  Materia  Medics,  also,  is  under  great  obligatkmi 
to  i[.  Here  we  find  a  great  number  of  remedies  which  are  the  produclsof 
the  laboratory,  ^o  piore  this,  it  is  only  necessary  to  remind  you  of  ihe 
long  catalogue  of  acids,  alkalies  and  salts,  furjiished  by  cltemisiry  to  the 
Materia  Medica,  and  to  allude  to  the  inesiimable  value  of  the  native  o^nic 
alkalies,  extracted  from  some  of  our  most  iniportant  vegetable  remedies. 
Of  these,  I  Deed  merely  name  to  jou  quina  and  morphia,  to  call  up  the 
recollection  of  disease  arrested  as  if  by  a  charm,  of  pain  assuaged,  and  of 
valuable  lives,  under  the  blessing  of  Providence,  snatched  from  impendiDg 
death. 

"  The  importance  of  chemistry  as  a  means  of  delecting  adulterations  n 
so  obvious,  as  scarcely  to  need  enforcement  by  argumeiit.  Lei  it  not  be 
said,  however,  that,  important  as  (bis  knowledge  may  be,  its  possession  ii 
valuable  onlv  to  the  apothecary.  For,  if  it  be  essential  that  a  workman 
should  be  able  to  judge  of  bis  tools  ;  Bow  much  more  important  must  it  be 
to  the  physician  to  possess  the  necessary  knowledge  to  deteimine  the  quality 
of  his  medicines,  so  as  to  assure  himself  of  their  uniform  sireitgih,  and 
freedom  from  injurious  impurity. 

"Chemistry  is  connected  with  one  branch  of  medical  jurisprudenc*; 
namely,  that  of  searching  for  deleterious  agents  in  cases  of  suspected  poi- 
soning. Here  [be  chemist  comes  to  our  aid,  and,  by  examining  the  substance 
supposed  to  contain  the  poison  by  means  of  appropriate  reagents,  determines 
the  question  with  an  accuracy  and  certainty  which  are  truly  snrprising. 
To  perform  these  delicate  researches,  medical  practitioners,  in  this  country, 
are  generally  called  on  ;  and,  unless  they  possess  a  knowledge  of  the  che- 
mical qualities  of  the  more  important  poisons,  they  cannot  cooducl  the 
necessary  examinations,  or  give  the  requisite  evidence  in  a  court  of  justice. 

"  I  have  thus,  gentlemen,  presented  to  you  a  sketch  of  the  more  impor- 
tant applications  of  chemistry  to  medicine.  I  trust  I  have  made  out  a  case, 
and  convinced  you  of  the  intimate  connection  between  th«  two  sciences;  a 
connection  which  cannot  be  disregarded  even  by  the  routine  practitioner, 
much  leas  by  the  scientific  physician." 

The  lecture  of  Professor  Bache  was  the  first  of  Ibe  series  in  which  he  is 
at  present  so  successfully  engaged  as  a  Professor  in  the  JeSeraon  Medical 
College,  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  the 

Lecture  of  Professor  Meigs,  who  commences  with  a  brief  allusion  to  tke 
pretensions,  by  which  he  hopes  to  gain  a  share  of  the  confidence  ofbis  sludeoti 
as  a  teacher.  In  treating  ot  bis  own  career,  be  thus  alludes  to  the  teachers 
under  whom  he  studied  hisprofession,  a^er  having  paid  a  feeling  tribute  to  (he 
gentleman.  Dr.  Fendall,  of  Augusta,  Georgia,  under  whom  he  passed  hit 
early  pupilage. 

"In  the  course  of  proseculing  my  medical  studies  I  had  the  happiness,  gen- 
tlemen, to  hear  the  last  course  of  lectures  delivered  by  the  American  Syden- 
ham, Why  the  American  Sydenham?— one  greater  than  Sydenham— I 
mean  the  late  Benjamin  Rushj  of  whom  it  may  be  said  with  truth,  thai  be 
was  medicorum  Americationim  omnium,  facile  faeiU  princept. 

"  The  eloquent  accents  of  that  venerable  man  seem  to  fallupon  my  eitt 
even  now,  when  I  turn  back  my  thoughts  to  those  young  days  filled  with 
aspiring  hopes  and  fond  anticipations  of  success  andprofessionaldistinctioo. 
I  see  bim  now,  surrounded  by  500  young  men.  ray  fellow  students  and 
fellow  citizens  from  eveiy  pert  of  our  wide-spread  country,  each  one  gazing 
intently  upon  that  reverend  countenance,  wrinkled  with  a^e  it  is  true,  hot 
still  ruddy  with  temperance,  and  radiant  with  the  smile  whtch  showed  how 
charming  is  divine  philosophy  that  sal  enthroned  upon  a  brow  of  the  rarest 
henignitj^  and  beauty.  I  see  that  good  old  man  erect  himself  io  bii  cbair, 
upon  which,  on  account  of  his  great  age,  he  waa  accustomed  totit  U  hit 
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leelare.  He  puts  back  his  glasses  od  his  forehead — be  rises  from  his  teat, 
BDil  lesDS  nitb  his  aged  bands  upon  the  desk — he  looks  abroad  orer  the 
whole  mass  of  faces  aod  says,  "  gentlemcD,  silence !  1  lise  from  my  seal  for 
a  special  object — I  desire  you  all  to  remember,  thai  upon  this  day,  I  stood  up 
before  you  while  endeaTUUting  to  impress  upon  yooi  mind^  the  necessity  of 
opposing  [he  verjr  begiDniDgs  of  disease — la  order  that  I  might  pronounce 
these  [WO  words  iu  your  ears— Obsta  pbiscipii?,  Obsta  principits."  Those 
words  t^unk  inefiaceably  into  eveiy  mail's  memory — you  hear  me  lepeai 
them  at  a  distance  of  iwenty-niae  years  ;  aod  it  was  by  such  methods  as  this 
— by  some  graceful  wave  of  the  hand,  by  some  forcible  gesture  of  the  body, 
by  some  most  apposite  illustraiion,  that  he  endeavoured  always  to  impress 
deep  into  [he  plastic  material  before  him,  that  signe[  of  his  intellectual 
power  whose  traces  are  still  visible  in  the  mens  medioa  of  these  United 
States — which  I  firmly  believe,  is  eiteoding  its  nature  and  kiad,  as  a  good 
leaven  that  leaveoeth  tbe  whole  lump,  beyond  the  Atlantic  wave. 

"There,  too,  I  heard  the  lesson  of  the  fiery  Barton.  He  had  a  head  that 
seemed  chiseled  as  by  a  sculptor,  so  firm  and  unwavering  was  it  in  its  reso- 
lute expression.  He  came  there  scrupulously  dressed,  and  exactly  punctual, 
to  pour  the  rich  and  fertilising  Stream  of  his  discourse,  while  bis  face  often 
became  the  express  image  of  bis  sentiment,  as  he  felt  the  warm  aod  geu- 
erous  glow  of  LinnEeus'  zeal  at  the  prospect  or  the  h'ipe  of  some  new  medi- 
cinal herb.  When  he  told  us  of  opium, — of  its  talismanic  properties,  and  ita 
baleful  powers,  the  tears  coursed  down  his  sympathetic  cbeelis  and  ours,  as 
as  he  related  (be  history  of  the  immortal  Brown,  his  early  friend— his  mete- 
oiic  fame — his  shining  intelligence — his  dark,  and  dreary,  and  dismal  fall 
and  death.  And  then  he  would  gather  himself  up  again,  to  criticise  the 
doctrines  of  Cullen,  and  Murray,  and  many  others,  and  to  urge,  urge,  urge 
upon  as,  the  results  of  his  owo  e;«perience  in  the  therapeutic  properties  of 
the  preparations  of  lead,  or  the  nature  uf  Americao  medicines ;  whilst  it  was 
a  delight  aod  an  honour  to  sit  at  his  feet  and  listen,  as  he  poured  bis  lay, 
almost  poetical,  over  tbe  dry  and  barren  fields  of  the  Materia  Medica. 

"Bui  there  was  a  Gamaliel  thereat  whose  feel  one  might  he  deemed  happy 
to  sit  even  all  the  day  long. 

"Yea,  it  was  a  happiness  to  sit  there,  aod  catch  the  dioppiogs  of  ihal  rich 
fountain  of  precious  knowledge—knowledge  that  man  prays  for  when  his 
ftieads,  his  wife,  his  child,  or  when  he  himself  lies  prostrate  under  tbe 
assault  of  an  imminent  death,  or  an  insupportable  anguish.  That  knowledge 
that  then  has  no  limit  to  its  value,  which  is  impayable,  and  which  man  can 
neither  beg  nor  borrow  nor  buv  |  which  he  can  only  earn.  It  is  like  some 
bright  jewel  in  a  deep  and  dartling  mine.  There  it  lies  deep,  deep,  hidden, 
low,  the  prize  of  patient  toil  and  proirac[ed  assiduity :  a  ihoosand  and  a 
thousand  strokes  of  the  axe  must  win  the  way  to  that  precious  gem;  tons 
Bad  tons  of  useless  ore  are  to  he  turned  aside  before  you  seize  it,  all  radiant 
as  it  is,  and  glowing  with  its  own  pure  and  proper  light :  but  you  seize  it  at 
last,  and  wear  it  on  your  brow,  where  it  xhioes  broader  than  a  phylactery, 
more  resplendent  than  Barbaric  gems,  or  pearls  of  Ormus  or  of  Iiid.  ll  is 
science— it  is  sagacity — it  is  judgment — it  is  charity — it  is  love  lo  man — of 
which  that  priceless  jewel  is  comhiued.  None  win  it  hut  the  worthy.  Pal- 
mam  qui  meruit  ferat,  was  the  motto  of  that  great  teacher,  for  such  was  the 
man  who  wore  thai  precious  gem,  oua  Gamarie]  in  that  by-gone  day. 

"Look  at  that  great  ampbilbeatre,  crowded  to  tbe  outermost  ring.  No 
atamping  uf  noisy  feet  indicated  the  impatience  of  a  crowd  for  the  arrival  of 
a  (ardv  matter.  No—at  tbe  point  of  time  he  entered  the  area.  He  came, 
with  that  cold  eye,  which  you  could  neither  hear  nor  forbear— its  light  was 
diSerent  from  (hat  of  common  men-  He  came  with  that  face  of  penlelic 
marble— that  bair  powdered  and  dressed  in  the  most  6nished  manner — that 
btne  coat  with  its  metal  buttons,  closed  on  his  breast  on  account  of  his  deli- 
cate health.  There  he  stood  silent  for  a  moment.  You  would  as  soon 
think  to  cheer  a  statue,  or  applaud  at  the  marble  features  of  a  corpse,  is  to 
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bate  raised  your  voices  in  praise  or  blame  where  Dr.  Phfiick  stood.  He 
opened  his  mouib  afier  a  cold  saluie,  aad  from  iheace  pmctsieA  choice 
words  of  wisdom,  which  we  were  too  aoiious  to  gather  up  in  our  garnen  of 
note  boobs,  lo  stop  for  a  motDeot  to  see  what  other  men  were  doing,  or  im- 
agine what  they,  were  thinking,  for  so  great  was  our  Inist  in  what  he  should 
say,  that  we  rereived  it  as  a  gospel ;  and  truth  to  speak,  no  word  of  folly  or 
frolic  did  1  ever  hear  proceeding  from  the  lips  of  that  great  man,  who  deemed 
the  business  of  dealing  with  men's  lives  and  leaching  others  to  do  so,  ooe  of 
such  solemn  and  dreadful  import  that  there  was  do  place  in  it  for  glee  or 
laughter ;  and  so  he  acted,  and  so  he  always  looked — he  lived  so,  and  he 
died  in  that  belief.  Dr.  Physick  was  a  very  great  man,  gentlemen :  You 
had  an  indefeasible  tendency  to  stand  uQcoveied  in  his  presence.  There 
was  a  spotless  purity  in  hij  character,  so  that  he  walked  as  io  a  brichi  cloud 
of  moral  truth  and  beauty.  Apollo,  the  god  of  physicians,  seemed  to  hav« 
iospired  tbe  oobleness  of  his  couniendnce,  and  to  have  imparted  aomewhiE 
of  the  meiis  ditina  lo  his  whole  moral  constiiuiion.  You  and  1  may  live 
long,  gentleraeo,  yea,  and  our  children  after  us,  before  so  rare  m  combina- 
tion of  gieal  and  admirable  qualities  shall  again  conspire  to  produce  tke 
perfect  pattern  and  model  of  a  surgeon  and  phvsician. 

"But  why  have  I  not  yet  spoken  of  him,  toe  beloved  of  the  classl  By 
what  epithets  shall  1  attempt  to  particularize  those  singular  got>d  qualities, 
which,  by  a  happy  conspiiation,  uniiad  to  make  up  the  character  of  that 
good  old  man — the  idol,  the  darling  of  the  classesl  Do  you  not  see  that 
powdered  head  of  his,  with  its  well-adjusted  locks  and  i^ueue  ?  Dr.  Wislar 
enters  the  area,  followed  by  a  cloud  of  witnesses,  bowing  often,  and  tub- 
bing his  hands,  and  with  a  face  on  which  sal  a  pleased  and  yet  bashful  ex- 
pression— a  mixture  of  emotions  which  gave  it  a  most  peculiar  character,— 
chiefly  delightful,  however.  He  came  there  amidst  sounds  of  greeting,  and 
the  wreathed  smiles  and  looks  of  eichanged  congralulaiions  of  the  superim- 
posed circles.  Men  witnessed  his  entrance  as  they  witness  the  complcie- 
ness  of  preparation  for  some  great  feast;  there  was  a  satisfied  feeling 
already,  like  that  with  which  a  company  inhale  the  rich  perfumes  and 
odours  of  a  feast  that  is  set. 

"  He  lifted  bii  band,  and  in  a  veiy  short,  quick  expression,  he  said,  Gof 
tlemen!  Henceforth  all  was  Elill-~^  profound  silence,  bioken  only  by  the 
arrival  of  some  lardy  student,  which  was  regarded  as  a  wrong  done  io  the 
whole  company,  and  a  rudeness  to  be  visited  by  frowns,  or  even  more  de- 
cided marks  of  disapprobation,  particularly  if  tbe  white-haired  teachershould 
stop  in  his  career  to  look  around  tbe  aky-parlonrs.  Ah,  gentlemen,  those 
were  tbe  halcyon  days  of  medical  instruction!— days  ever  lo  be  remembered. 
But  those  good  men  are  gone  ofi'the  stage  of  tbe  world.  Tbe  eloquent  voice 
of  Rush  is  silent  where  he  lies  yonder  in  his  grave;  and  Wistar  sleeps 
among  the  undistinguished  dead  of  his  sect,  in  that  ground  to  which  1  fol- 
lowed his  remains— one  of  tbe  vast  concourse  of  his  fellow-citizens,  treading 
with  mournful  steps,  and  slowly,  tbe  way  taken  by  the  dead  bodf  of  a  public 
benefacior.  1  felt  that  day — grieved  as  1  was  to  part  forever  with  one  who 
had  gained  my  whole  esteem  and  reverence — thai  I  was  honoured  in  being 
a  physician,  for  my  profession  was  exalted  and  honoured  in  bis  life,  and  by 
the  public  teaiimonials  to  his  worth  and  many  virtues  rendered  at  his  deaib. 

"There,  too, — and  why  not  place  bim  in  the  front  rank  of  the  men  of  that 
age? — there,  loo,  was  the  beautiful  Dorsey,  with  n  face  as  bright  as  the 
morning,  and  open  aa  noon-day.  An  ambition  of  the  highest  reach  urged 
biro  onward  in  a  career  that  was  nobly  run,  and  would  have  carried  off  the 
highest  prize,  bad  he  been  spared  to  the  country.  Conquering  by  the  most 
arduous  struggles  certain  natural  impedimcnis  of  his  elocution,  he  had  just 
attained  the  perfect  victory.  He  had  just  stepped  on  a  lofty  stage  of  aelioD, 
when  tbe  angel  of  death  struck  him  down  too,  that  he  might,  though  yoang, 
belong  to  that  great  age  of  American  medicine.  He  came  not  dowo  to  oni 
times,  but  was  gathered  to  his  brethren  and  his  like.    He  sletpc  here  araonc 
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tbem.  The  Ameriean  Sir  Asllef,  is  a  title  vbich  he  deserred,  not  more,  hj 
tke  graces  of  a  roost  ornate  mind  aod  maaoers,  iban  bv  the  great  surgical 
Gkill  and  reoowa  whicb  he  su  early  riadicaied  lo  itiQ^^elf. 

"Bui  I  have  not  spoken  of  my  good  frieiid,  Dr.  James— Thomas  Cbalkley 
James,  Ptoiessgr  of  Midwifery  in  that  day — a  memlieT  of  the  Society  of 
Friends, — a  good  man.  There  are  many  persons  here,  I  suppose,  who  re- 
member the  quiei,  calm,  gentle^  modest  style  wiifi  whicb  he  came  out  iuio 
■be  rotunda  to  meet  us  in  the  arteraoons.  He  brought  there  wriilen  lectures 
filled  wilb  leamiag,  ransacked  fiom  tbe  whole  stores  of  that  time,'and  ar- 
rayed for  us  into  aa  order  and  a  show  that  made  ibem  always  delinhiful, — 
garnished,  as  they  were,  with  ftppotiie  classical  ciiaiiona,  whether  from 
the  aocieul  er  .modern  anthors.  He  brought,  loo,  [be  results  of  n  great 
eipeiience  ik  practice.  ,  He  brought  there,  also,  his 'raodesly,  which  never 
left  blip  from  his  earliest  youth,  and  whieh  fraqueailj'  seot  the  mantling 
blood  over  cheeks  and  brpw  lo  testify  thai  he  had  the  deepest  seDM  of  tbe 
delicacy  of  the  task  assigned  to  him — that  of  exposing  to  hundreds  of  youne 
men,  those  trembling  aecrets  of  tbe  lying-io  chamber,  which  he  had  blusbed 
to  learn,  and  whicli  he  more  leadily  blushed  to  lell.  Take  him  all-in-all, 
and  you  shall  search  loiig  and  far  before  you  ahal)  find  a  more  honourable, 
upright  gentlemen — a  ripei  scholar — a  bf  iter  teacher,  or  a  better  man. 

"  Such  were  the  days,  and  such  tbe  men,  when  I  studied  medicine  here, 
near  ihirty' years  ago,  iu  the  venerable  University  of  Pennsylvania."     p.  8. 

la  ifie  course  of  his  lecture.  Professor  Meigs  well  describes  the. difficulties 
and  responsibiiittes  that  beset  tbe  praetitioaer  of  the  iroportaot  depart- 
ment over  whicb  he  presides  in  the  Jefferson  Medical  College;  but,  at  tbe 
same  lime,  holtls  out  ample  enconiagement  to  the  student,  who  determines 
lo  make  himself  master  of'ihe  subjest,  and  to  practise  ii  undetstandingly. 

or  tbe  lecture  of  Profeeaor  Dungluon  we  can  obviously  speak  only  in 
relation  to  its  objects,  not  of  the  iaode  in  which  it  is  executed.  As  it 
devolved  upon  hin  to  introduce  bis  neW  colleagues,  he  necessarily  speaks 
of  thetngaDisatioa  of  the  scbt^ol;  aad  of  its  prospects  i  and  it  may  b«  added, 
(hat  the  increased  oamber  of  studentB,  oaw  ia  attendance,  Jiave  proved  the 
'  correctaess  of  bis  farauraUe  aatioipaiions.  The  catalogue  of  studeuts  will 
show  a  considerable  addition— aod  ibis  not  withstanding  the  death  of  one 
colleague  during  the  last  session,  and  the  Iranference  of  the  services  of  two 
others  lo  the  new  university  at  New  York.  How  high  then  must  be  the 
prospects  of  the  school  foi  the  future,  apd  especially  when  tbe  unusual 
number  of  first  courae  atqrienis  is  borne  in  mind,  all  of  whom  will  probably 
return  (o  its  balls!  Last  ye^r,.ths  eatalogue>Df  students  cootaioed  the  names 
of  163.    This  year  it  will  not  fall  much,  if  any,  short  of  200. 

,  We  extract  irom  Professor  Onoglison's  lecture  tbe  following  description 
of  the  present  condilicin  of  medical  science,  compared  with  that  whicl)  it 
preienied  at  oo  distant  period. 

"It  has  ftlways  been  a  pleasing  topic  with  me,  and  it  is  germane  lo  the 
subject  of  this  discourse  to  adveit  to  a  few  (and  our  time  will  admit  of  a 
few  only)  of  tbe  improvements  that  so  eminently  distinguish  the  middle  or 
an  appioach  to,  the  middle  of  [he  present  ceniury,'from  the  same  period,  anii 
even  from  the  termination  of  the  last. 

"Comnpencing  with  anatomy,  which  is  tbe  basis,  but  only  tbe  basis  of 
tbe  other  departments  of  fhe  science,  we  find  it,  instead  of  being  limited  to 
a  knowledge  of  the  organs  exhibited  on  dissection,  as  it  was  in  those  days, 
now  embracing  an  acquaintance  with  ihe  abaatuie  and  relative  situation  of 
tfce  various  organs,  or  what  has  been  termed  Surgical  or  Topographical 
6t 
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Anatomy;  depicting  the  relations  which  the  parts  bear  to  surgery  tad 
pathology;  tiBravellmg  iheir  in  timate  texture  aod  arrangemeot,  their  corre- 
lalioas,  the  origin  and  formaiioil  of  ibe  humaa  body,  the  characier  of  its 
numerous  cotislilueoo,  and  the  changes  that  aupervene  in  tbe  difietent 
stases  of  existence — constituting  ivhal  han  been  termed  General  Am^oruy ; 
and  investigBting  the  relative  importande  ti  otgans;  their  presence  or 
absence  in  the  animal  series;  and  Tiotn  such  inTesIigaHon  establishing 
great  general  analogies  and  fundamental  laws,  that  may  be  applicable  to 
all, — or  what  has  been  termed  Philosophical  or  TraiucenderUal  Anatomy, 

"The  doctrines  of  Hisiogeny,  or  at  the  mode  in  which  the  lissuet  ue 
formed,  eren  from  the  cytobToat  6j  'germinal  cell,'  have  been  a  subject  of 
iDiereMing  study  with  tbe  more  recent  anaiomistaj  anil  the  worlis,  thai  are 
now  issued  from  the  press  on  this  subject,  show  a  drgree  of  enlightened 
microscopic  research  unbaown  except  in  very  recent  periods.  The  &9t  part 
of  the  Elentenis  of  Physiology  of  Wagner  exhibits  a  depth  of  inTesiigaiioa 
nn  Ihifi  subject,  and  on  the  development  of  the  new  being,  which  cannot  but 
astonish  those  who  are  unacquainted  with  the  profound  labours  of  modern 
embryologisls.  These,  howeyer,  will  rorm  subjects  of  cootempUdoo  for 
you  hereafter. 

"  Of  eoropaiatively  recent  origin,  too,  is  Pathalopcal  Attatany,  one  of  the 
greatest  aids  to  diagnosis  or  to  the  liDowledge  of  disease,  but  eiiU  an  aid 
only ;  forming,  indeed,  but  a  link  in  the  chain  of  evidence,  and  very  oftea 
exhibiting  ta  us  the  result,  rather  tbio  the  nature,  of  the  diseased  acliao ; 
yet  worthy  of  all  attention  from  him  who  would  desire  to  know  his  profe^- 
gjon  in  tba  manner  in  whicli  it  ought  to  be  known. 

"When  we  pass  froin  Anatomy  to  Phytiology,  how  maoilest  are  th« 
changes  that  have  occurred  in  the  period  we  have  chosen  for  our  survey  1 
FiHy  ora  hundred  years  ago,  although  af)r>ght  light  was  here  Bnd  tiieie  apjM- 
rent,  they  were  few  and  far  between,  anil  served  but  little  more  than  to  render 
the  darkness  visible.  Former!/,  deiid  anatomy  was  esteemed  the  sole  founda- 
tion of  medical  study.  Since  the  time  of  Haller,  a  knowledge  of  the  liring 
6orfy— the  Analomn  <witmii(a  of  that  illustrious  physiologist,  pbytician,  poet, 
phifosUpher  snu  mUhematician,  for  he  was  all-~has  been  ttdded  at  an  easen- 
tial  prerequisite;  and  no  one  now  pretends  to  comprehend  the  laws  and 
phenomena  of  disease,  until  lie  has  endeavoured  to  fathom  the  laws  and 
phenomeoa  of  hfe.  It  is  obvious,  indeed,  that  before  an  altered  condition  of 
the  organs  and  tissues  can  be  understood  we  must  be  familiar  with  th« 
healthy  condition  that  preceded  it.  Physiology  is  a  modern  science.  The 
medical  press  teems  with  new  producliotis  of  value.  Germany  led  the  way  ; 
France  followed  in  her  footslms;  and  the  nations  of  tbe  Anglo  Saxon  raee 
succeeded ;  all  vieing  with  each  other  for  tbe  advancement  of  this  important 
branch  of  the  science. 

"  We  bear  no  longer  of  such  questions  as  were  propounded  by;  tbe  learned 
Sir  Thomas  Browne,  whether,  for  example,  a  woman  could  be  impregnated 
by  bathing  in  the  water  that  had  been  used  by  a  man  a  short  thne  previously ; 
and  if  we  occasionally  meet  with  instances  like  those  afforded  by  such  mea 
as  Richeraod — tbe  most  fanciful,  by  the  way,  of  ell  modem  physioltigisis — 
who  considers  that  the  reason  why  tbe  language!>  of  northern  Europe  con- 
lain  n>ore  consonants  than  those  of  the  south,'  is,  that  the  mouth  may  not  be 
too  widely  opened,  and  thus  tbe  cold  air  bfc  areTented  from  getting,  in  io» 
large  quantities,  into  the  stomach, — we  matK  them  down  as  mere  indivi- 
dualisms,  which  have  no  influence  on  the  steady  forward  coatae  of  die 
science. 

"  Surgery  has  proceeded  onwards  in  the  career  of  improvement.  Opera- 
tions have  been  devised  within  the  lastSAy  years^  which  must  be  the  sourc* 
of  admiration  to  the,  mere  philanthropist,  withm  the  last,  few  years,  she 
seems  to  have  had  her  era  of  signal  mventions.  if  they  may  be  so  termed. 
The  operaltoD  of  erusbiog  the  stone  in  the  htadaer,  and  that  for  the  diviiioa 


Bibliographical  Notkea.  181 

of  teodons  io  eases  or  deformtiy,  woald^r  ihemselres  sigoaliae  ihe  periad 
at  whicb  thejr  were  iptroduced. 

"Ii  is  strsDge,  gemlemen,  thai  the  latter  ojieratioo  bad  not  attracted 
exieasirely  tho  BileBiinn  of  surgeoos  uditI  deep  in  ibe  second  quarter  of  the 
DJoeieent))  century.  Of  old,  a  dread  was  eotertained  of  dividing  all  fibrods 
Etruciuree,  and  it  was  coDsidered  hazajdous  to  incise  the  bladder  in  cases  of 
lithotomy  :  tliat  dread  soon  passed  away ;  yet  apjJrebensioo,  until  within  Ihe 
last  few  years,  appears  to  hBTe  be«n  entertained  of  serious  iocODVeoieace 
from  the  dirision  of  tendons.  It  is  oow  ibown  to  be  a  baiivless  operation. 
The  results  liare,  indeed,  been  Criumpbaol ;  deformities  of  the  most  distress- 
ing character  have  been  recLiQed,  and  mucti  roenlal  oiisety  has  been  removed. 
Yet  iheeolifchieaed  and  butnane  surgeon  is  pot  led  to  operate  more  frequeoilr 
than  fornierly,  or  to  make  cotislant  theatrical  displays  of  his  dexterity,  Will) 
the  view  of  obtaining  fame  to  himself.  One  of  the  mot(  imporlant  improve' 
menls  in  modern  limes  has  been  Ihe  conviction,  that  muiilatloo  is  onen 
unneoesaarv,  where,  in  former  periods,  recoucse  to  the  knife  would  have 
been  regarded  as  indispensable.  Sinca  the  iorroJiiction  of  rail-roads,  a  new 
form  ol  accident  has  become  conmoii,  and  hag  greatly  augmenled  the  neces- 
sity for  amputatioa:  yet  this  is  never  had  recourse  to  unless,  after  full  and 
mature  deliberation,  all  attempts  to  save  the  limb  are  considered  fruitless. 
The  skilful  and  be Devolent  surgeon  has  more- gratifii:at ion  in  saviog  a  single 
limb  tba^  hai  been  doomed  to  tbe  knife,  than  in  iiis  ntost  brilliant  operations. 

"  As  a  branch  of  surgery,  and  likewise  of  medieioe;  (^ttetrica  has  k^pt 
pace  with  tbe  parent  stems;  tbe  practical  part'  has  he«n  simplified  in  it* 
means  and  appliances;  and  the  trearmeni  of  the  pregoant  alid  parturient 
female  bas  been  so  much  improved,  both  in  ihe  way  of  hygitee  aod  tbera- 
peuiics,  that  the  value  of  life  has  beeu  surprisingly  increased  amongst  Ihe 
most  iaterestiog  part  of  creation.' 

"  CAemtf f rt/ has  experienced  such  changes  in  tbe  interval  I  have  selected 
'as  (o  exhibit  scarcely  any  of  its  former  characters.  .Its  nomenclature, 
although  necessarily  unSxed  in  consequence  of  the  improved  and  improving 
acquaintance  with  the  eoasiituiion  of  chemical  compounds,  has  Wrought  an 
important  ehange  in  the  scieBce;  and  its  followers  are  daily  adding  to  the 
licli  stock  of  facts  and  principles  which  it  possesses.  It  is  an  toietestii^  and 
iRiporiant  department  of  medlt^l  study,  and  merits  your  close  attention. 
We  are  ereir  day  looking  more  and  more  to  Chemisiiy  to  explain  ceriaia 
physiological  and  paihologicsr phenomena  in  our  oWn  bodies.  Without  it, 
indeed,  we  could  not  readily  account  for  several  pathological  aberrations, — 
the  depoaiiioas  that  take  place  from  the  urine,  for  example,  wilh  the  appro- 
priate methods  for  prevenliog  them.  -  The  action  of  antacids  In  obviating 
acidity  cd*  the  stomach,  and  of  disinfectants  in  destrojiog  cooiagious  and 
other  miasmata  or  effluvia,  look  likewise  for  tbeir  eliicidation  to  Chemistry. 
The  whole  subject  of  Toxicology,  in  ila  lelation  to  tests  and  antidotes, 
belongs  to  Cberoistiy^  end,  in  modern  times,  we  are  indebted  Jo  it  for  most 
ralueu  giAs  to  Therapeutici,  which  Infuse  certainty  into  our  prescriptions  in 
some  eases,  and  in  odiera  Ibrnish  us  mth  articles  adapted  for  the  belter 
combating  of  disease.  I  need  bui  specify  the  active  principles  of  the  bark, 
of  opium,  and  oC  the  nux  vomica;  aod  the  simple  body— iodine — whic}i  we 
edmioister  with  so  mdch  success  in  many  diseases. 

"  0(ir  Materia  Mcdica,  or  catalogue  of  therapeutical  agents,  has  received 
rich  acquisiiioos  in  modern  times.  It  has  gained  some  energetic  articles, 
and  it  has  lost  seme  of  the  more  iaeri.  It  can  still  spare  many  that  are 
TiMainedonioGUfficient  titles,  and  tbe  day  must  come  when  i(  will  be  greatly 
redoced.  Already  the  testimony  adduced  in  favour  of  manyof  the  agents  is  ad- 
mitted to  lie  slender  and  fallacious:  yet  we  are  loth  Io  discard  them,  and 
they  hold  their  place  in  consequence  of  iheir  former  reputation.  ^ 

"  A  comparison  of  the  excellent  Dispensatory  of  my  friends.  Professors 
Wood  and  Bache,  wiili  that,  of  Qnincy,  so  loog  tbe  standard,  will  exhibit 
(he  signal  difference  between  (he  condktion  of  Pbarmacology  now,  and  at  a 
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(ortaer  period ;  and  1  Irusi,  ihat  the  revised  PhannacopcEia  of  ihe  Uahcd 
States,  assigned  to  the  same  able  hands,  with  tbe  assistance  of  the  Colleget 
of  Pharmacy  of  this  city  and  ebewhere,  aod  any  feeble  aid-thall  may  be 
able  10  reDder,  will  be  na  addiiioaal  eTifleoce  of  the  adranccd  coodidoD  of 
the  same  important  department  of  medical  science  among  as. 

"Lastly  ;  the  deparimenl  of  Medical  Practice— hf^enical  and  therapeo- 
tical-t-if  not  signalised  by  any  eitraordinary  discovery,  has  proceeded  Stead- 
ily onwards;  and  although  we  may  bare  difficulty  id  tracing  it*  progrns 
from  year  to  year,  the  chaa^  between  the  middle  of  Ihe  last  centoty  and 
the  present  period  fa  great  and  impressive.  It  is  not  easy  for-  us  to  prore 
statistically  the  improvement  that  has  taken  place  in  our  mode  of  treating 
disease;  yet  it  has  been  striking,  ^y  the  aasistance  of  pathological  anatomy 
—by  the  iDtroduction  of  auscultation,  and  tbe  other  physical  signs,  for  ittien 
the  name  of  Laeonec  will  flourish  illustriously  in  ibe  annais  of  our  seienw 
— and  by  the  belter  system  nf  obseivaiion,  and  of  tracing  effects  to  tbeit 
causes/lhal  now 'prevails — ws  are  enabledto  diagmisiicaie  disease  with 
greater  cetiainly,  and,  knowing  the  disease,  to  adapt  our  therapeutical  agents' 
accordingiv. 

"  It  would  be  impracticable  for.  me,  in  the  coarse  of  Ibis  leciDre,'to  bring 
forward  instances  in  proof  of  this  posiiloD,  which  will  be  ably  Md  amplf 
confirmed  by  every  lecture  of  my  triend  and  colleague,  tbe  Professor  of  ih< 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine.'  Could  one  of  the  worthies  of  our  profei- 
siOB,  who  flourished  in  the  mi<ldl^of  the  last  century,  be  permitted  loreriitt 
tbe  earth,  bow  strange  would  everylbing  appear  around  bim  I  Attbougb,  like 
the  venerable  patriarchs  of  'all  ages,  he  might  sigh  for  '  the  goOd  old  limes,' 
and  doubt  that  all  the  changes  were  improventenis,  he  would  find  it  neces- 
sary to  renounce  his  ancient  ideas,  or  consent  to  be  honoured  meieir  a>  i 
Rip  Van  Winkle  reli^  of  antiquity,  in  the  very  place  in  which  he  baa  been 
formerly  looked  upon  as  an  oracle,      p.  23. 

We  have  received  two  other  introdactory'Iecturee — one  from  Professor 
Barileii,  of  Tiansylrania  University,  aad  another  frtm  Professor  Haniltog, 
of  Geneva  CoHege,  N.  Y.  Both  of  them  are  very  creditable  to  their  auibors. 
That  of  Professor  Bartlert  exhibits  considerable  thought,  usaally  in  the  right 
direction,  and  geoerally  well  expressed.  The  author  is  a  strong  suppoiiA 
of  the  school  of  observ'alion,  as  all  must  be:  but  be  overrates,  we  think,  tbe 
acquisitions  to  Ihe  eciejice  from  ite  labours  of  its  disciples.  Observers  hare 
always  existed,  and  m  all  ages  have  be^n  pertinaciously  wedded  to  the  results 
of  their  experience ;  and  if  we  examine  philosophicsHy  the  records  of  lh« 
past — and  we  would  nol  entirely  discard  those  of  the  present  day— wq  find, 
that  the;  science  has  suffered  more  from  obswvaiiobs,  as  ihey  have  been 
termed,  or  facta,  than  from  ibeories,  idle  as  these  have  often  be«n.  The 
following  entract  from  Dr.  Barllell,  which  renders  merited"  credit  to  the 
zeal  of  several  of  the  younger  members  of  the  profession  in  this  country, 
refers  lo  soluivoos  by  ibem  of  problems, 'which  are  still  divpuied;  many  of 
the  modern  Biitish  writers  by  no  rtieans  admUting  the  conclusions  as  aj^- 
cable  U>  their  own  fevers,  ihal  have  been  drawn  from  the  observation  of  a 
few  of  [hem  on  (his  side  of  the  Atlantic. 

"  I  wish  to  remark  further,  that  there,  has  never  been  a  lime  when  ive  bad 
as  good  cause  for  self-congratulation  as  wa  now  have.  In  the  course  of  ihts 
lecture  I  have  expressed  myself  freely  respecting  the  short  comings  and  ibe 
vices  of  medical  philosophy^  and  tbe  disaslious  results  of  these  upon  praeii- 
cal  medicine.  I  have  done  this  from  an  honest  conviction  of  ill  trDth,  and 
from  •  strong  feeling  ihal  in  no  other,  way  could  1  do  as  mitch  service  to  you- 
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"Not  \«%s  siTODff  than  this  feeling  in  regard  to  (he  errors  of  the  past,  aod- 
even  of  ihe  present,  i»  my  oonVictioD  of  the  ceriaio  progress  and  improTe- 
ment  of  nKdicine.  The  prospect  of  the  future,  which  presebis  itself  lo  my 
COnieraplatioD,  hai  more  io  it  of  vision  than  of  fakh.  1  haT.e  an  undoubliDg 
confidence,  t-eEiJDg  alike  oQ  ibe  experience  of  the  ptfii  and  on  tjie  esseniial 
nature  o(  ilimgs,  that  our  science  and  art  are  destined  io  go  on  in  a  course 
of  great  and  almost  indefinite  adraocement.  Never  before,  nilhin  th^  same 
period  of  ttm^  d'urine  the  existence  of  the  science^  hat  it  liiade  such  rapid 
and  sure  progress  as  for  the  last  forty  years.  Within  ihe  last  iweniy  year*, 
especially,  have  the  best  minds  in  the  profession  bten  dei-oiing  themselves, 
mih  a  singtene^s  of  purpose,  with  a  patient  industry,  with  «d  untiring  zeal, 
and  with  a  lofty  and  disinterested  love  of  truth,  betbre  uoequalled — before 
unknown — to  a  thorough,  comprehensive  study  of  disease.  Nerer  befora  . 
hat  such  searching  inquisition  been  made  into  the  phenomena  and  relations 
of  morbid  action  ;  and  (lever  before  with  such  triumphant  results. 
'.  "  Every  where  the  time  is  full  of  Ihe  brightest  promise,  and  especially  so 
ID  k  here.  Some  of  the  most  common,  the  most  violent,  and  of  course  the 
most  imporianl  aod  Interesting  forms  of  disease,  as  they  oocnr  in  and  aie 
modified  by  o'lr  own  climate  and  position,  are  yet  to  be  fully  studied  and 
compared  with  tKeir  cognate  and  analogous  forms  abroad.  And  Ibis  can 
only  be  done  in  the  spirit, of  that  philosophy,  which  it  has  been  the  object 
of  tbis  lectiiie  to  define.  Guided  by  tbit>  philosophy,  I  ca^mot  conceive  a 
rtcber  Geld  than  that  which  is  spread  oui  before  the  American  Physician. 
Already  have  ther;  entered'  upon  it  ardent  and  active  labouiera,  not  a  few, 
thoroughly  furnished  to  their  work.  They  «re  taking,  possession  of  its 
—they  are  writing  their  names  on  its  histoiy  :— lliey  are  gather' 


fBilands  for  their  temples,  which  shall  nevei-  wither  away.  Alreadv  bav 
some  of  our  voung  men,  even,  ,tolved  im^wrlant  'problems  in  pathology, 
which  had  foiled  the  skill,  and  eluded  the  dexterity  of  our  British  bretbrea. ' 


right  SI 
tbily,  t 


Happy  aod  fully  satisfied  shall  I  Ik-,  if  I  can,  even  in  the  slighiest  degrci 
be  msirucneiital,  in  preparing  you,  either  hyinfusiiig  into  your  minds  the 

Shi  spirit,  or  furnishing  means  to  enable  you  to  go  forth  and  occupy,  wor- 
ly,  the  lich  inheritaDce  which  awaits  you.  .    ,      '    ' 

"As  in  the  direiUiOn  of  a|L  our  other  Relationships — social,  moral,  eco- 
nomical— the  future  open^  itself  before  us  in  (leo  paths,  9o  does  it  here. 
One  of  ihem,  the  great  end  common  highway  of  f'aisB  P/tiiosopky,  is 
broad,  well  trodden,  and  shows  itself  fair  in  the  eye,  at  itg  eiitroiicf.  Flow- 
ers blossom  along  its  borders':  syren  voices  siog  the  safety  and  ihb  delights 
of  its  coi]rse--the  beauty  of  the  scenery  through  which  it  runs,  and  ibegian- 
deu»  of  the  Temple  of  Truth  to  which  it  leads.  Multitudes  have  thii&  been 
led,  and  mulliludes  are  still  led  lo  enter  upon  this  enchanred  ground.  Qut 
the  paihvay,  eo  pleasant  at  its  beginning,  soon  loses  itself  in  uncertain  wan- 
^lerings,  anil  in  a  conslanfly  thickening  obscurity.  The  melody  of  Ihe 
moriring  outset  is  soon  changed  lo  distonaoce.  Discoidant  and  jarriog 
.  voices,  issuing  from' the  tboutand  and  one  belligerent  and  angry  schools, 
into  which  ihe  travellers  are  divided,  make!  an  utter  Babel  ol  the  place. 
Every  leader  Of  every  sect  proclaims  his  own  little  wish  light— tindled  at 
the  lantern  of  some  will-o'-ihe-witp — and  gtimraeriog  feebly  in  (he  fog— to 
be  Ihe  trne  sun  of  the  medical  world;  and  his  own  crooked  and  mi^iy  paili 
of  ihe  confused  labyrinth.  In  whose  mazes  of  cloud  and  quagmire  they  all 
tvaitder,  to  be  the  only  sure  and  kafe  iviad  to  the  truth. 

•Dr.  GDiBiBD,orPhlIadctphii,  wb*  IIib  ftrst  to  point  out  Ihe  diRbfcncc,  Imlh  in 
tjitiplom*  snd  pathology,  betwoan  the  (rue  Btilish  typhoi,  and  the  common  Cofllinucd 
typhoid  fever  of  the  United  Slater.  Ip  the  nliolc  rnnce  of  prgctiool  mcdkine,  then  ii 
no  tingle  cifcucBtlanoe,  which,  bolh  lo  the  Britjih  and  Americun  pr«clitioner,  hue  Leen 
theoceaaion  of  to  nifich  obicurity  and  eonfuaion,  u  tha  canriundinE  of  these  two  dit- 
autt,  retembling  Mch  oilier  in  man;  ropccla,  hut  still  diSeriag  bam  each  alhei,  la 
«ktly  and  tt  dittinctl;  as  meattet  and  scarUliiui. 
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"The  other  is  the  path  way  pf  True  PAilo»opky~iao\}TO'Ha»isitace,asin 
all  the  rest — narrow  and  ru^E^ed  at  its  entrance,  dimly  lighted,  it  may  be, 
aod  filled  wiib  obstacles  which  it  is  difficult  to  sutmouot.  Bui  nevertheless, 
fear  not,  and  be-  nise  io  your  choice.  This  pathway  Hhall  widea  as  you 
proceed,  and  every  successive  step,  io  your  oawaid  end  upward  career,  shalt 
be  surer  aud  easier  than  the  last.  The  light  shall  brighten  aa  you  go  on, 
the  earth  Bhall  grow  Grmer  under  your  faet,  the  h^aTc^ns  shall  spread  bluet 
and  broader  over  yi^ur  heads.'  The  horizoa  shall  widen  ursuod  you,  and 
every  hour  shall  wing  within  the  scope  of  your  vision  .  objects  of  new  aod 
boundless  interest.  You  will  fiud  your^elres,  too,  iu  a  small,  perhaps,  hut 
a  gloiious  uonipany,  led  on,  in  the  far  distanoe,  with  bis  flowing  beard,  and 
his  venerable  form  by  ihe'.old  Physician  of  Cos.  It  is  the  path  which  was 
trodden  by  the  STdeoKains,  (he  Hallers,  ibe  Hunters,  the  Bichats.  It  ia  the 
path  which  led  Harvey  to  the  moat  brilliaol  achievement  in  the  anoals  of 
physiological  science.  It  is  the  path  which  led  .the  nlore  fortunate  Jenuer 
to  that  discovery,  which  baa  embalmed  his  name  in  the  gratitade  aod  the 
love  of  countries,  and.of  all  limes.  It  is  the  path  which  led  Newioo — 
clarum  el  venerabtle  nonien--pp,  up,  to  that  loftiest  pinoade  ever  mcbed 
by  uninspired  faumaDity,  cro'wiieil  with  light  of  ineffable  brlghttiess,  wher« 
the  veil,  which,  from  the  creation  of  the  world,  had  hung  before  the  uni- 
verse, hiding  its  wonder  and'its  mystery,  was  rent,  and  man  was  suffered  to 
look,  for  the  firs]  time,  out  upon  the  beauiy,  the  majesty,  tba  uufhangeable 
'  order,  of  the  handiwork  of  God.  Inlo  this  path,  and  not  into  the  other,  be 
it  our  effort  aod  our  happiness  (o  eater !" 

We  have  not  space  la  say  more  tbao  that  the  iniruductery  lecture  of 
Professor  Hamilton  contains  excellent  advice  to  his  young  hearers. 


MISCELLANEOUS  NOTICE. 


rWe  cheerfully  comply  with  the  request  of  'Dr-  Carpenter  in  inseitiag 
ana  procuring  ih^  insertion  of  the  enclosed  correspondence.  The  request 
of  an  aggrieved  professional  brother,  and  of  one  whose  reputation  is  so 
much  connected  with  the  cause  of  true  science,  is  to  us  in  the  ligbi  oTa 
command.  Dr.  Carpenter  has  been  charged  with  the  sins  of  another.  It  is 
but  right  ihat  alt  should  aid  in  the  disssemioalion  of  his  assenions.of 
innocence.1 
Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Dr-Vl.  B.  C*bpenter  q/"  JSristol  (England,)  to 

Profettor  Dlngusdn  of  Philadelphia,  in  reference  to  certain  charge* 

made  againtl  the  former,  by  Dr.  Mahttn  Paine,  Profeeenr  of  the  Jtati- 

tutex  of  Medicine  in  the  Uiiivertily  of  Neto  York,  in  kif  "Examination 

of  Reviews,  ifc." 

BatSTOi,  Nov.  16,  1841. 

My  Dear  SiV,— Having  jdsl  received  from  Dr.  Paine  a. copy  of  his  "Ei- 
amination"  of  the  Criuque  on  his  Medical  and  Physiolpgical  Commentaries, 
which  appeared  in  the  April  Number  of  the  British  aod  Foreig»  Medical 
Review,  I  find,  to  iny  great  surprise,  that  Dr.  P.  has  ihooght  himself  JQsti- 
fied, — oot  only  ia  singling  me  out  as  theAuthor  of. it,  and  in  aotmadvBttjog 
upon  what  be  considers  to  bs  Ue  misrepteseniailons,  as  if  they  were  mint 
(thereby  altempliDg  lo  make  thai  a  matter  of  personal  discussion  between 
us,  for  which  the  Editor  of  ihe  Review  holds  himself  responsible,)— hot 
also  in  fixing  upon  me  a  cliorfe  of  literary  plagiarism,  which  is  calcalated, 
if  I  allow  it  to  remain  uncontradicted,  to  do  great  injury  to  my  personal  a: 
well  as  to  my. scientific  character. 

Before  going  further,  I  must  express  ray  astonishment  that  any  person 
holding  the  posilioD  which  pt.  Paine  occupies,  should  commit  himself  to 
so  grave  a  charge  against  an  individual,  to  whose  discredit  he  know 
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notbiBg,  upon  erideoce  lo  flimsy  as  ihat  which  ha  addoces; — eoperiallf  as 
he  iiMst  hare  been  wwere  thai.  Iron)  ihe  distaace  of  (be  accused  part)',  his 
defeoce  could  aoe  be  laid  berore  tbe  public,  uoiil  maey  moDthi  should  have 
elapsed  since  its  pubticatiou,  dutiog  which  time,  an  JDJurions,  iaipres^ioa 
would  have  been  formed  not  easily  to  be  eradicated.  And  I  think  that  I 
hn«e  further  a  Jasl'righi  to  complain,  ibal  Dr.  Paine's  inculpatioD  of  me  is 
DO(  tionBned  to  surtnise ;  but  thai,  af>er  he  has  moved  his  poioi  to  his  own 
satisfactioa,  he  has  taken  it  for  granted,  and,  thtouglioul  tbe  latter  part  of 
hi*  pamphlet,  has  eODtioually  coupled  njttname  with  the  accusation  of  gross 
plafian'- 

Tbe  evidence  which  Dr.  P.  adduces  in  support  of  the  charge,  is  brieQy 
.  the  following: — Having  made  up  his.  mind,  from  certain  coincidenres  of 
opinion  and  of  expression,  between  the  Critique  oa  his  Commentaries,  and 
my  Principles  of  Ptiysiology,  thai  I  niUBi  be  tbe  writer  of  the  former,  be  has 
ararcbed  in  prerious  numbers  of  Ibc  same  Review  fur  articles  written,  as 
be  imaginesjby  tbe  same  auibor.  !□  this  search  be  thinks  himself  assisted 
by  leferences  occasionally  made  from  one  article  to  another, — the  complete 
fallacy  of  which  kind  of  evidence  is  exposed  in  Dr.  Forbes's  letter.  Upon 
the  same  evidence,  I  must  hare  been  toe  Reviewer  of  my  own  work;  and 
1  am  not  certain,  whether  Dr.  P.  does  not  mean  to  insinuate  as  much. — 
Any  person,  however,  who  carefully  reads  that  Review,  which  I  did  not  see 
untiljt  was  in  print,  may  find  abundant  evidence  of  the  absurdity  of  such 
as  idea,  with  respect  to  the  othcrcbief  source  of  Dr.  P.'s  evidence, — coin- 
cidence in  opinion,  and  in  the  mode  of  expressing  il,-'l  will  only  say  that 
Dr.  P.  shows  great  ignorance  of  the  state  of  physiological  science  io  this 
country,  rf  he  imagines  that  the  opinions  expressed  in  my  Principles,  on 
the  subjects  allbded  to,  are  at  all  pecuUar  to  myself;  and  it  is  very  natural 
that  one  writer  should  almost  unconaciousty  adopt  the  phraseology  of 
another  who  has  recently  treated  of  the  same  questions,  when  desiring  to 
express  tbe  same  ideas. 

So  much  for  the  evidence  on  which  Dr.  P.'s  charge  i^  founded.  I  have 
thus  examined  it.  merely  to  show  how  nnjuslifiabJe  it  was  in  Di.  P.  to 
charge  me  with-  the  perpetration  of  a  gross  literary  theft,  upon  no  better 
grounds.  The  char^  itself,— that  in  a  rbview  of  Hunter  on  the  Blood,  in 
a  former  volume  of  the  same  Journal,  I  unceremoniously  adapted  certain 
passages  from  Dr.  Cbanoing'a  Essay  on  Milton,  to  a  very  different  pur- 

C,— is  easily  disposed  of.  /did  not  tBrite  that  reviKv.  To  those  who 
r  me,  my  simple  denial  would,  I  am  confident,  be  amply  sufficient;  but 
for  the  satisfaction  of  Dr.  Paine,  who,  in  bis  igoo'rance  of  my  character, 
may  think  iiie  as  capable  of  asserting  a,  falsehood,  as  of  stealing  a  para- 


:.  Paine  considers  that  his  identification  of  me  with  the  plagiarist  is 
iriumpbaatly  confirmed,  by  a  correspondence  which  he  imagines  that  he  has 
detected,  between  certain  passages  in  my  Principles  of  Physiology,  and 
others  which  be  has  selected  from  Dr.'Cbaniting'a  Sermons.  I  am  myself 
completely  at  a  loss  to  discover  this  correspondence;  and  my  friends  here 
find  It  eqtially  difGcult.  The  falsity  of  this  charge  is  as  easily  proved  as  that 
of  the  other;  for  /  Aone  nctw-  (1  speak  it  almost  with  shame)  read  the 
Sermon*  from  which  Dr.  P.  quotes.  The  ideas  which  I  have  expressed, 
have  so  long  been  familiar  to  jAy  mind,  that  I  cannot  imagine  thai  they  in- 
rolve  anvthjog  peculiarly  Channing-ian.  If  any  correspondence  do  exist, 
it  is  eitsily  accounted  for  by  the  fact,  that  I  received  ray  education  from  one, 
who  was  for  many  years  the  respected  and  attached  friend  of  that  iilDstrious 
man,  and  whose  mind,  cast  in  the  tame  mould  with  his,  impressed  mine 
with  those  babiii  of  thought,  which  have  led  to  whatever  similarity  may 
present  itself  between  our  published  opinions.  ' 

In  regard  to  Dr.  Paine's  crittcisms  npon  the'scientific  opinions  I  have  eX' 
pressed  in  my  Principles  of  Physiology,  I  shall  not  now  offer  any  retnatks ; 
DOr  do  1  intend  to  take  up  tbe  giunllel  from  u  opponenl,  who  has  abowa 
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himself  so  destitute  of  jndgmeai  ood  of  good  feeling.  .Of  the  merits  of 
our  respeciive  productioos  I  am  quite  conteol  to  leave  the  public  to  judge. 

HariDg  iew  meaui  of  placiog  my  alatemeot  befow  tbe.  Medical  Public 
of'America,  save  through  your  mediaiion,  1  take  llie  liberty  of  so  far  tres- 

Kssingon  your  kindness,  as  to  request  you  to  gain  insertioB  for  it  in  sack 
urnals,  as  bay  gira  it  a  circulation  equal  to  tiiatoTDi.  Paiae's  caloiii' 
nious  charges  agaiust  me. 

Believe  me  to  remain,  Dear  Sirj 

Respectrully  eod  sinrerety  yours, 

WILLIAM  B.  CARPENTER. 

From  Dr.  PoHBE3,  Editor  of  the  Brilfsk  and' Foreign  Medical  Bevinur,  to 
Dr.  W.  B,  CabpentcR. 

Dear  Carpenter, — As  [Ihiok  it  would  be  a  piece  of  stittness,  only  second 
to  that  of  wrHing  and  publishing  the  "  Examinaiion,"  to  attempt  any  de- 
tailed or  serious  reply  to  Dr.  Paine's  wordy  reolamalion,  of  any  jusiificalioD 
of  the  ariicle  io  ibe  Rerienr  to  which  it  refers, — I  shall  lake  no  uolice 
whatever  of  his  altack,  further  than  relates  to  the  charge  of  plagiarism. 
This  is  true,  ^o  far  ai  ilie  writer  of  the  review  on  Huntpr  le  concetoed,  but 
/a/«e  as  concerns  i/oii, — since  you  did  not  write  thai  review.  This  1  am 
ready  to  slate  to  all  persons,  at  ajl  times,  as  the  truth,  without  any  re*er»a- 
lion  or  equivocation.  The  conduct  of  the  writer  of  [hat  review,  in  palming 
QpoD  the  Editor  a  portion  of  the  writings  of  another  for  his  owD,— if  really 
done  inieoiioDally  and  ^^'th  a  view  to  deceive  (I  would  fain  hope  thai  ih« 
fact  may  admit  of  some  other  inlet pretaiioo,)  cannot  be  tufficieoity  repr(>. 
bated.  Although,  as  btiaa  the  first  specimen  I  had  had  of  this'  person's 
writiug  (and,  with  one  trifling  exception,  the  only  one  1  have  ever  had)  I 
might  be  forsiven  for  not  BUspeciicg  the  authenticity  of  the  surreptitious 
passages,  1  taKe  shame  to  niyself  for  being  su  little  acquainted  with  the  elo- 
quent writings  of  Df.  Chanoing,  a!«  not  to  detect  the  theft  before  the  MS. 
left  my  bao^s  for  the  press. 

Perhaps  when  Dr.  Paine  discovers  thai  he  is.  mistaken  to  the  affiliatioa  ol 
this  portion  of  the  Review,  he  may  feel  somewhat  leas  confiiieot  of  (be 
evidence  by  wbicb  he  thitiks  he  faaa  traced  the  authorship  of  oihjr  articles 
in  it  10  you.  I  certainly  shall. doc  gratify  bis  cariosity  on  this  point,  by 
either  affirm  log  ot  denying  the  accuracy  of  his  conclusions;  and  1  do  aoi 
see  any  teason  why  you  should. 

It  is  singular  that  Dr.  Paine  should  have  been  so  ignorant  of  the  ordinary 
mode  of  conducting  a  Review,  as  not  to  know  ibai  the  reference  from  one 
article  to  another  is  no  proof  whatever  of  the  idenlitv  of  the  sulJtorship  of 
the  iwo,— even  when  this  reference  is  made  by  tbe  writer  of  the  latter 
aiiicle.  But,  most  commonly,  such  references  are  inade;  by  the  Editor, 
without  any  commuuicatioD  with  the  original  wtiier,  in  the  exercise  of  ib« 
privileges  inherent  in  the  office  of  the  great  citilorial  WE. 

In  looking  ai  the  vast  ac cumulation  of  wordb  in  Dr.  Paine's  pamphlet,  I 
confess  that  I  feel  regret  that  the  review  of  his  ho(A  (just  and  accurate  as  I 
still  hold  it  to  be)  was  not  more  favoamble ;  ss  it  is  melaDcholy  to  tbiob  that 
so  much  time  and  pains  should  have  been  stolea  front  tasks  of  useruloess, 
and  expended  in  elaborating  a  work,  which,  of  course,  no  huniaD  being  will 
read,  except  the  author  himself,  perhaps  the  writer  o^  the  inculpated  article, 
and,  alas,  the  Editor  of  the  Review. 

It  is  lamentable  to  see  how  this  nlorttfication  of  Dr.  Paine's  self-love  has 
clouded  bis  judgment  throughout  the  whole  composition  of  bis  pamphlet ; 
and  this  obfuseation  is  nowhere  mors  conspicuous,  ib^n  where  he  attempts 
to  convict  you  of  plagiarising,  in  your  "Principles  of  Physiology,"  from 
Dr.  Channing.  The  very  examples  he  adduces  confute  the  charge. 
Believe  me,  Dear  Carpenter,  to  be  most  truly  yours, 

JOHN  FORBES. 

Old  Borunotoh  Street.  Ffov.  19,  1841. 
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Abt.  I.— abuse  of  cathartics  in  colic. 

Br  8.  A.  CooE,  M.  D.,  or  Bdseire's  Bhidgb,  N.  T. 

Dr.  Qooch  inforais  ae  that  he  "remembers  wbeu  a  boy  reading  a  siorf  of 
two  koigbu-erraDC,  who  arrived  OD  tlie  opposite  side  of  a  pedestal  aunQouated 
bj  a  abield ;  one  declared  it  was  gold,  ibe  otber  ibal  it  was  ailver  i  growing 
angry  ibey  proceeded  to  blows,  and  al^er  a  loog  Sgbt,  eacb  was  tbrawD  on 
the  oppoiiie  side  of  tbe  shield  to  ibat  wbere  be  began  ibe  Gght ;  wheo  both 
immedialelf  delected  their  error :  the  knirbt  who  bad  aaid  it  was  silver 
finding  that  oo  the  opposite  side  il  was  gold  ;  and  the  koight  who  said  it 
was  gold  finding  thai  uo  ibe  opposite  aide  it  was  silrer."  I  caanot,  however, 
sabitcribe  lo  the  seniimeDt  thai  "  this  story  presents  a  good  illusiratioa  of 
the  state  of  medical  opiDion  in  this  age — perhaps  in  all  aget,"  as  such  an 
ackoowledgeroeot  amounts  to  nothing  more  or  less  ihao  a  concession  that 
medicine  Las  no  faeis — is  a  mass  <S  baseless  and  cooiradiciory  theories. 
Medical  science  is  a  progrestire  science,  and  hence  arises  necessaiily  some' 
thing  of  ■  variety  in  medical  opiaion ;  yet  generally  it  is  only  a  dinereoce 
in  progress ;  a  eircumsiaoce  wbicb  has  its  origin,  nni  only  in  the  stale  of 
the  science  in  diflerent  ages,  but  in  the  extent  of  its  cultivation  hy  diflerent 
individuals  in  the  aame  age.  Hence  it  is  a  consistent  conclusion,  and  one 
founded  on  the  evidence  of  all  eiperieuce,  that  however  well  the  naiiire 
and  ireatroenl  of  any  variety  of  disease  may  now  be  understood,  ihere 
exist*  a  probability  that  future  observaiion  may  throw  still  more  light  upon 
it; — a  consideration  presenting  an  ample  field  for  enquiry  to  such  as  pursue 
the  profession  with  a  laudable  ambition  for  its  improvemeat. 

I  am  desirous  of  calling  the  atteniioa  of  medical  men  to  the  ordinary,  ot 
at  least  the  loo  frequent,  treatmeoi  of  colic  by  active  purgatives,  believing 
that  however  favourable  such  a  plan  may  occasionally  operate,  it  is  fotioded 
oo  an  erroneous  conception  of  the  nature  of  the  diaease:  and  that  it  not 
oaly  frequently  fails  of  success,  but  is  often  injurious  lo  the  patient  where  a 
more  judicious  practice  would  be  entirely  successful.  To  illiuiraie  my 
meaning,  1  shall  present  sketches  of  ihe  history  of  several  cases  thai  have 
fallen  under  my  observation,  not  doubting  that  the  eipetience  of  almost 
every  practitioner  furnishes  similar  instances. 

CjtSB  1.— Feb.  1834,  I  was  called  lo  a  gentleman  aboai  10  A.  M.,  suffer- 
ing severely  with  colic.  He  informed  me  that  he  had  lately  recovered  from 
remittent  fever,  that  his  appetite  bad  been  somewhat  sharp,  though  be  sup- 
posed he  had  not  eaten  mote  than  he  usually  did  in  a  state  of  health,  yet  he 
lemarked  that  h«  had  taken  bit  dinner  the  day  before  widi  an  excellent 
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relish;  and  that  white  ndiag  during  (he  afleruooD  he  had  Telt  oecaiionsl 
pains  in  the  bowelt,  which  became  severe  in  the  evening,  when  he  look  a 
■mall  dose  of  castor  oil,  which  operaied  sparinglf  about  11  P.  M.,  wiifa  a 
sliglit  temporatf  relief.  His  physician,  who  had  been  with  biro  since  about 
midnighl,  had  bled  him,  applied  rorneniHiions,  girea  actiTe  cathartic  doses 
of  calomel  and  jalap,  adniioislered  a.  variety  of  enemas;  notwithstanding 
which  the  paio  had  increased  in  seventy,  the  pulse  in  frequeocv,  the  abdo- 
men had  become  tender,  and  no  TkcbI  discharges  had  been  obtained.  In 
this  btate  of  the  case,  I  recomtnended  a  faither  use  of  the  lancet,  the  warm 
bath,  a  combinatioQ  of  castor  oil  and  oil  of  turpentine  to  be  repeated  pro 
re  natd,  and  a  continuation  of  the  enemas.  The  warm  bath  afforded  tem- 
poiary  relief;  jel  the  disease  contloued,  and  as  the  paiieatwas  an  emineDi 
divine,'  and  among  strangers,  other  phyaiciant  were  called  end  stronger 
measures  resorted  to  :  the  lancet  continued  to  be  plied,  crotoD  oil  ia  larse 
doses  by  the  month  and  per  anum  repeated,  until,  about  forty  houn  from  the 
attack,  the  bowels  were  moved  freely,  but  without  relief:  the  patient  died 
fifty-foui  hours  after  the  commencement  of  the  disease. 

Case  11.— G.  G.,  a  farmer,  aged  36,  generally  of  robust  health,  (bad  an 
attack  of  colic  June,  1837,  from  which,  after  several  daya  of  severe  sufler- 
ing  he  recovered  through  the  iostruraenlalily  of  the  lancet,  active  cathartics 
and  enemas,  some  of  which  were  sent  per  tube  iota  the  colon  d  la  (fBierne) 
was  taken  with  colic,  January  1,  1839.  I  first  saw  him  on  the  evening  of 
the  5tb.  Up  to  this  morning  he  has  directed  bis  own  tteatmenL  During 
Ibis  time  he  has  taken  thirteen  empirical  cathartic  pills,  seven  ounces  of 
castor  oil,  about  the  same  quantity  of  sulpb.  maguesic,  and  to  day,  by  the 
direction  of  a  physiciaa  who  saw  him  this  morning,  a  large  dose  of  calomel 
eod  jalap,  endeavouring  during  the  whole  lime  to  Bssist  the  operaiioa  of 
these  various  remedies,  by  enemas.  He  has  bad  constant  tenesmus,  voiding 
email  quantities  of  morbid  mucus,  during  the  last  two  days,  and  his  bloated 
and  tender  abdomen  presents  evidence  of  extensive  abdominal  inBammaiJon. 
The  treatment  to  which  I  resorted,  was  as  free  a  use  of  the  lancet  as  the 
constitution  of  the  patient  and  the  stage  of  the  disease  would  permit,  united 
to  a  liberal  employment  of  calomel  and  opium  ;  and  though  this  treatment 
was,  within  twelve  hours,  followed  by  free  ftecal  discharges  and  relief  of 
the  pain,  yet  he  sank  Into  a  state  of  collapse  and  died  on  the  morning  of 
the  12th.  Thepotf  moHum  appearances  were  those  of  extensive  inflamma- 
tion of  the  large  and  small  intestines  with  numerous  gangrenous  spots  near 
their  union. 

Case  III.— Called  to  Miss  H.  P.,  16th  March,  1840,  aged  16  years,  from 
her  attending  physician  obtained  the  following  history,  "Sbe  was  taken  a 
week  ago  this  evening,  with  acute  pain  in  the  region  of  the  ascending  colon, 
near  the  top  of  the  right  ileum.  Saw  her  first  about  twenty-four  hours 
after  the  attack  aail  immediately  bled,  when  ihe  pain  subsided.  I  now 
undertook  to  evacuate  the  bowels,  which  was  found  very  difficult,  and  was 
only  eflected  by  administering  active  purgatives  and  enemas  during  foriy- 
eigbt  hours,  when  diarrbcea  supervened  without  pain,  but  attended  with 
great  restlessness,  and  which  coniinued  till  last  eveniog,  notwithstanding 
mild  astringents,  as  marsh  rosemary,  dtc,  in  conjunction  witbpuii. /pec.  camp, 
were  used.  Last  evening,  the  diarrhoea  suddenly  ceased,  followed  by  acute 
pain  in  the  region  of  the  pyloric  orifice  of  the  stomach.  The  temperature 
of  the  skin,  which  has  at  no  time  been  much,  if  any,  above  the  healthy 
standard,  at  this  time  sank  considerably  below  it,"  and  it  is  to  day  cold  and 
damp,  the  patient  being  in  a  stage  of  collapse,  in  which  she  continued  about 
five  days  and  died. 

The  above  cases  are  but  cursorily  sketched  from  notes  taken  at  the  time, 
in  order  to  call  the  attention  of  the  reader  to  a  single  point,  vix.  the  fre- 
quent consequences  of  a  treatment  based  upon  a  supposed  necessity  of 
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evacuating  ihe  alimentary  canal,  a*  a  primary  iodjcaiion  id  colic.  Befora 
enquiring  how  far  sucb  a  necessity  eiisli,  or  what  plia  of  treatment  pro- 
mises tfae  most  successful  issue  in  tbis  fearful  disease,  it  may  not  be  im- 
proper 10  examine  how  far  thai  adopted  in  the  cases  already  related  is  in 
conformiiy  with  the  oplDions  and  direclions  of  our  elementary  writers.  I 
shall  quote  indiscriminately.  "  Tfae  bowels  have  their  discharges  interrupted 
by  spasmodic  constrictions,  denominated  colic.  Without  engaging  in  the 
enquiry,  relative  to  the  Tarielies  of  this  disease,  I  shall  state  that  in  all 
such  cases,  cathartics  are  indispensable.  Being  customary,  here,  to  direct 
the  more  active  ariicles,  it  is  important  to  know  that  in  some  instances,  the 
most  lenient  are  to  be  preferred.     There  is  a  certain  relation  between  the 

Ewer  of  a  medicine  and  the  tone  of  the  system,  which  seems  sometimes  to 
graduated  with  extreme  nicely  and  precision.  What  operates  at  ana 
time,  we  find  inert  at  another,  under  apparently  similar  circumstances,  and 
in  the  same  person.     Tbis  is  owing  to  a  want  of  harmony  in  (he  case."' 

Dr.  Mackintosh  on  this  subject  says  "  It  is  d  most  essential  point  to  obiaia 
free  eracuaiions  from  the  bowels  speedily,  particularly  by  means  of  injec- 
tions ;  certainly  the  best  is  composed  oi  tobacco,  in  the  proportion  of  half  « 
dram  infused,  for  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  in  ei^hl  or  ten  ounces  of  boiling 
water,  to  be  strained  and  exhibited  when  sufficiently  cool."  •  '  •  »  The 
adranlage  of  opium  is  veiy  doubtful  till  the  bowels  have  been  properly 
moved  and  the  evacuations  examined."* 

Di.  Gregory,  in  treating  of  bilious  colic,  recommends,  where  full  vomiting 
has  not  taken  place,  an  emetic  of  ten  or  fifteen  grains  of  ipecacuanha, 
"  which  may  he  followed  by  a  pill  containing  calomel  and  rhubarb,  a  dose 
of  castor  oil,  or  the  common  senna  draught.  If  there  be  much  irniability  of 
the  stomach  it  is  belter  to  commence  with  a  saline  draught  in  a  state  of  eBei- 
vesceoce,  containing  a  few  drops  of  laudanum.  This  will  enable  the  prac- 
titioner 10  administer  the  aperient  medicine  subsequently  with  more  advan- 
tage. When  the  operaiion  of  purgatives  on  the  bowels  is  manifest  by  the 
appearance  and  odour  of  the  evBcnalions,  a  full  dose  of  laudanum  may  be  given 
with  the  happiest  effects."  Dr.  Gregory  cautions  practitioners  agaiost  the 
use  of  opium  until  the  bowels  be  evacuated,  asserting  that  "  experience  wilt 
show  that  though  it  will  afford  relief  in  iba  first  instance,  its  exhibition  is  in 
most  eases  succeeded  by  increased  feveiishness,  and  an  aggravation  of 
beadache,  and  uneasiness  of  the  bowels.  In  the  treatment  of  bilious 
colic,  the  object  is  lo  free  the  bowels  from  the  load  which  oppresses  them."* 

Dr.  Colhoun  in  a  running  note  to  the  above,  adds — "  Active  eoemata,  of 
turpentine  rubbed  up  with  the  yolk  of  an  egg,  of  salt  and  water,  ihe  tobacco 
suppository  made  by  rolling  up  some  wet  tobacco  leaves,  and  sewing  them 
together  in  a  proper  form,  will  be  useful  in  assisting  the  operaiion  of  purga- 
tives according  to  the  judgment  of  the  practitioner." 

Dr.  Eberle  advises,  that "  when  the  pain  is  confined  to  the  bowels,  occupy- 
ing the  colon,  an  active  purgative  in  union  with  aroraalics,  or  wilb  some  of 
the  more  volatile  anti-spasmodics,  ought  to  be  given ;  and  purgative  ene- 
mata  administered  at  short  intervals,  until  the  bowels  are  freely  moved. 
Castor  oil,  wiih  spirits  of  turpentine  is  an  excellent  purgative  in  colic 
from  the  irritation  of  acrid  subsunces,  oi  imperfectly  digested  articles  of 
food  lodged  in  the  bowels.  I  have  often  employed  ihis  mixture  with  prompt 
and  complete  success.  In  tome  inatancet,  however,  the  sufferings  of  the 
patient  are  to  txlremely  great,  that  ire  cannot  wait  for  the  operation  of  a 
cathartic  to  procure  relief.  In  tadi  cutet,  almost  the  only  remedy,  on 
which  any  reliance  can  be  placed,  is  opium  given  in  large  doses.  From 
two  lo  three  grains  should  be  given  at  once,  or  what  is  belter  an  equivalent 
dose  of  laudanum  ;  this  will  iHways  procure  relief  in  forty  or  fifty  minutes  j 
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and  in  anDj  iniaacei  of  thii  aerere  chaneUf,  aaihiD{  bat  thii  renedT  in 
enormoai  dose*  will  klla;  llie  eiireme  agoay  of  the  patient.  7%e  opttaa, 
vhtn  giveit  in  large  dote*  in  thit  affection,  doet  tiol  materially  imptdt 
tfu  nbeequerU  operatimi  of  ealhartice,  and  the  admiaisiiatioD  of  a  poifa- 
tive  should  never  be  neglected,  as  aoon  aa  the  liolence  of  the  dUense  is 
moderated."' 

The  earif  e*ae«iation  of  the  iDtestiatl  canal  is  made  ihe  primary  indica- 
tion in  Ihe  treatment  of  colic  bf  a  great  majofky  of  our  moat  emiaeni 
writera,  though  something  of  a  variety  of  aentimeni  eiitls  with  regard  lo 
the  belt  meang  of  effecting  this  object.  While  some  recommeDd  mild 
aperient*  in  repeated  dojes,  either  with  or  without  carminaiives,  aati-apas- 
modic*,  or  tedalirea ;  or,  where  the  patient  ia  seen  early,  while  the  atomadi 
contaioi  a  portion  of  the  offending  matter,  either  in  the  form  of  ingesia,  or 
of  depraved  secreiioni,  that  these  be  preceded  by  mild  emeiics  ;  other* 
direct  a*  to  proceed  at  once,  and  especially  in  the  more  violeai  caaea,  to  the 
ute  of  the  most  powerful  irritating  and  depreaiing  of  the  clast  of  purgatives, 


either  by  the  mouth  or  per  anum.   Two  drops  of  crotoo  oil,*  oil  of  turpeaiina 

combiDed  wiihcaiiaroil,*tobacco  iDJectionSi'andsuppo  -     ■     '  •  

which  if  early  uaed,  may  frequently  prove  auccesaiul, 


practical  man  muat  have  repeatedly  witnessed,  aie  not  only  often  unt 
tag,  but  absolutely  injurious.  Nor  is  the  general  feeling  among  practitioner* 
lea*  favourable  to  Ibe  use  of  purgative*  in  this  disease,  uoder  it*  varioB* 
form*  of  severity  :  almost  all  folbwing  in  the  way  tbu*  laid  out  for  them, 
without  taking  the  trouble  lo  obierve  or  think  for  themselves,  coosider 
evacnalion  of  the  alimentary  canal  as  the  object,  and  end  of  all  medical 


PATHOLOGY. 

A  jndiciona  prescription  in  any  diseaae  can  only  originate  in  ■  aoaad 
paiholo^}  and  a*  the  physician  who  i*  called  upon  to  prescribe  for  colic 
la  required  to  act  promptly,  when  the  eilreme  agony  of  the  patient,  the 
anxiety  of  friends,  and  niaown  sympathies  all  tend  to  confuse  hia  mind, 
he  should  have  clear  and  accurate  perception*  of  the  nature  of  the  ease 
before  him.  The  exciting  and  predisposing  causes,  the  present  pathology 
and  the  changes  to  which  it  tends,  the  constitution  and  hanits  of  tne  patient 
are  all  subject*  of  careful  couaideraiioD ;  and  a  successful  termination  fre- 
fuenilv  depend*  upon  the  tact  with  which  the  predominaDi  symptom  (paia) 
1*  subdued  by  *uch  remedies  a*  diminish  the  existing  disposition  lo  progre*- 
aive  change.  Pen  diseases  possess  more  eompletely  what  mav  be  termed 
a  transition  pathology ;  and,  at  whatever  period  of  its  progress  the  case  may 
have  come  under  cousideratioa,  we  are  to  look  forward  to  the  effects  of  the 
present  morbid  action,  as  the  cause  of  additional  and  different  phenomena 
at  aome  future  time:  and  hence  the  subsidence  of  a  prominent  symptom, 
unless  that  symptom  have  been  subdued  early,  is  frequently  no  evidence  of 
improvement,  but  on  the  contrary  the  harbinger  of  more  intense  mmbid 
action.  To  this  circumstance  may  be  attributed  the  often  observed  circom- 
Btance  (and  one  which  frequently  deceives  the  friends,  and  may  Ihe  physi- 
cian, if  he  be  not  on  fais  guard,)  of  a  sudden  cessation  of  pain,  perbapa  a 
free  evacuation  of  the  bowels,  after  they  have  for  many  hour*  resisted  the 
most  powerful  purgatives ;  and  that  too  while  the  disease  i*  still  rapidly 
advancing loa  fataftermioatioo. 

Without  purposing  to  notice  the  varieties  of  colic,  which  different  medi- 

'  Ebarle'i  Frtcliee,  9d  edit  vol  ii,  p.  393. 

*  Dawee*'*  PncUce,  p.  TB8-9. 

*  Bb«ils,  ap,  eil, 

*  Haokintenh  ap.  cit  and  Aberorsmbte. 

*  Cothoon'*  Nnlaa  on  Gregwj,  np.  oit 
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cal  wrilera'  bive  made  more  or  less  ocineroua,  aod  some  of  which  bars 
aDdonbtedly  a  real  exisleace  io  fact,  wbile  other*  probRbljr  find  only  a 
babitatloD  ID  ibe  imagiaatioa  of  noaologists,  1  ihall  proceed  to  a  brief 
examination  of  its  patbologf. 

"There  appear  lobe  three  morbid  conditioBe  of  the  tDlestiaal  canal,  which 
more  or  less  eiist  Id  the  simplest,  as  well  as  io  the  most  severe  and  com- 
plicated forms  of  colic,  and  which  erideDlly  depend  upon  depressed  Tital 
power  of  the  digestive  canal. 

"  1.  Morbidly  increased  seosibility  and  irritability  of  some  part,  or  the 
whole  of  the  bowels. 

"2.  Irregular  disteattoa  and  spasmodic  constriction  of  their  canal. 

"  3.  Mote  or  less  copious  gcneratioD  of  flatus  In  their  track,  occasionini 

5 real  distention  and  irregular  reaction— the  second  morbid  condition  M- 
uced."* 

1.  Of  the  existence  of  the  first  condition,  "a  morbidly  increased  sensi- 
bility and  irritability  of  some  part,  or  the  whole  of  the  bowels,"  there  may 
or  may  not  be  sensible  evidences,  previous  to  the  developement  of  the  pro- 
minent phenomena  of  the  disease,  or  second  morbid  condition.  There  may 
have  been  during  several  days  slight  headach,  a  bitter  taste  in  the  month, 
eruciaiioD  of  sour  or  acrid  matter  from  the  stomach,  trifling  pains  during 
digestion;  or't  he  individual  may  be  suddenly  seized,  without  any  of  these  pre- 
monitory symptoms,  with  severe  colic  pains,  after  eating  a  hearty  meal,  and 
tbese  sensible  phenomena  might  be  considered  as  the  Drat  link  in  the  chain 
of  morbid  actions,  had  not  his  previous  history  frequently  exhibited  him 
indulging  in  like  trespasses  with  impunity — a  fact  most  reasonably  accounted 
for,  by  considering  the  alimentary  canal,  or  some  portion  of  it,  as  previously 
suffering  from  a  morbidly  increased  sensibility,  though  unrecognised  by  the 

2.  The  second  morbid  cundition,  or  "an  irregular  distention  and  spas- 
modic contraction  of  the  alimentary  canal,"  or  of  some  portion  of  it,  con- 
st iluies  the  prominent  character  of  colic,  and  it  is  only  where  this  coadilion 
is  exhibited  that  the  disease  can  be  said  to  be  completely  developed.  Pain, 
usually   violent  in   the  extreme,   sometimes  permanent,  while  al  others 

CBroxysmal,  a  sensation  of  twisting  or  irregular  contraction  about  the  nm- 
ilicus,  and  more  or  less  obstinate  constipation  are  the  most  constant 
featores  of  this  stage. 

The  infrequency  of  a' fatal  termination,  before  inflammation  produces 
alructnral  changes,  makes  it  extremely  difficult  to  determine  upon  what 
morbid  condition  Ibe  pain  of  colic  depends.  The  sensation  of  twisting  and 
constriction  are  so  evident  to  the  patient,  that  it  is  difficult  to  dismiss  the 
idea  of  spasm  fromihe  mind,  while  the  feeling  of  fulness,  not  only  recognis- 
able by  the  patient,  but  also  by  the  hand  of  the  attendant  pressed  upon  the 
abdomen,  snows  tnat  distention  of  the  canal  by  a  secretion  or  evolution  of 
gas  constitutes  an  important  item  in  the  pathology  of  ihe  disease. 

3.  Indeed  so  prominent  is  this  third  condition — the  copious  generation  of 
flatus  in  the  track  of  the  alimentary  canal,  that  a  late  eminent  writet*  has 
advanced  the  opinion  that  the  condition  of  the  parts  in  a  fetal  case  of 
"ileus  (or  colic)  consists  in  a  state  of  simple -distention,  without  any 
visible  change  in  the  structure  of  Ihe  part,"  and  that  thedoctiine  of  spasm, 
as  applied  to  this  subject,  must  be  admitted  to  be  entirely  gratuitous.  He 
also  contends,  that  the  contraction,  or  collapsed  state  of  certain  portion*  of 

■  StDTiKM  presents  Iwsnlr.lwo  vtrieliea.  Cnllen  seven.  Good  uz.  M.  PsrJMt 
tweI>o.  M.  Chamel  about  the  same.  ScbMlmsn  lii  apecues,  whkh  are  divided  into 
sever&l  varieties;  wbile  Abercrooibie  include!  nnder  the  CMnmon  term  ilans,  .all 
varieties,  considering  tbair  difference  to  depend  upon  the  degree  or  extent  of  morbid 
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ibe  canal  assumiog  a  cord  like  appearaocp,  ao  frequeollr  observed,  "  ap- 
pears to  be  ihe  natural  state  of  beallhy  intestine  when  it  is  emptf,"  thai 
these  parts  are  almost  iovariablf  found  id  a  healthy  coDditioo  at  all  periods 
of  the  disease;  the  morbid  appearances,  whether  inflammation,  livid ity, 
exudation,  or  gangrene,  being  almost  entirely  confined  to  the  distended 
parts ;  and  Dr.  Abercrombie  thus  sums  up  iiis  new  doctrine  of  ilens  or 
colic  to  consist  of  one  of  two  states,  or  that  the  disease  aiises  from  one  of 
two  classes  of  proiimate  causes,  viz.  1.  "Piimaiy  diminution  or  destruc- 
tion of  the  muscular  power  ofa  portico  of  tbe'canal;  and  Sdly,  Impediments 
lo  its  action,  the  consequence  of  which  is,  that  a  part,  which  is  at  first 
healthy,  becomes  impaired  under  tha  efiects  of  this  interruption."  The 
primary  diminution  or  lass  of  muscular  power  of  portions  of  the  intestinal 
lube  under  certain  circumstances  cannot  I  think  be  questioned.  Such  a 
state  may  arise  from  inflammation,  either  originating  in  the  muscular  coat 
or  exienning  to  it  during  the  progress  of  morbid  action ;  the  latter  circum- 
stance accounting  for  the  frequeat  attacks  of  colic  in  patients  suOeiiog  from 
chronic  inflamroaiioa  of  portions  of  the  mucous  surface  of  the  canal.  The 
diminution  or  loss  of  muscular  power  may  arise  from  the  effects  of  lead 
producing  more  or  less  perfect  paralysis  of  the  muscular  fibre,  as  we  ob- 
serve from  the  same  cause  in  the  voluntary  muscles.  The  effects  ofobstnjc- 
lioD  we  have  all  witnessed  in  hernia,  or  from  an  accumulation  of  hardened 
feeces,  yet  the  practioner  will  at  once  conclude  that  his  frequently  occurring 
cases  of  colic  cannot  all  arise  from  so  limited  a  catalogue  of  causes,  and  at 
the  sensBiioDs  arising  from  spasm,  where  its  existence  can  be  observed  as 
in  the  voiontary  muscles,  are  intense  pain,  with  a  peculiar  feeling  of  con- 
striction, be  will  be  likely  to  infei  the  existence  of  the  same  stale  where 
similar  sensations  arise,  though  not  immediately  demonstrable  to  the  sense 
of  sight.  Nor  can  it  be  expected,  that  the  existence  of  spasm  can  he 
demonstrated  after  death.  Spasm  consists  in  muscular  contraction  ofa 
morbid  cbaracier  to  be  sure;  yet  as  contraction  is  one  of  the  properties 
peculiar  to  Ibe  living  muscular  fibre,  and  cannot  exist  when  life  has  ceased, 
we  should  not  expect  to  find  it  oo  dissection,  any  more  than  we  should 
expect  to  find  pain,  or  motion,  or  any  other  property  peculiar  to  and  depen- 
dant on  life.  Nor  does  Dr.  Abercrombie's  thitty-stith  case,  though  pre- 
sented as  ao  Incontrovertible  proof  of  the  truth  of  his  peculiar  views,  afibrd 
any  evidence  against  the  existence  of  spasm.  The  patient,  an  aged  female, 
"bad,  twenty-seven  years  before  her  death,  suSeied  from  strangulated  hemii, 
which  terminated  in  an  artificial  anus  in  tbe  right  groin.  This  continued  open 
for  a  very  considerable  time,  and  then  gradually  closed."  and  since  aboni 
ten  years  after  the  closure  she  has  been  liable  lo  atlacis  of  colic,  one  of 
which,  March  liitb,  1S27,  proved  fatal.  Eighteen  hours  before  death,  as  a 
derniei  resort,  an  opening  through  the  cicatrix  of  the  former  arlificai  annt 
was  made  into  the  intestinal  canal,  sufficiently  free  to  readily  admit  Ibe 
finger  entirely  into  tbe  gut,  without  any  discbarge  of  gaseoos  or  fscal  mil- ' 
ler,  or  any  relief  of  the  existing  symptoms.  Tbe  feculent  matter  flowed 
freely  during  dissection.  Now  it  appears  lo  me,  that  if  the  letentioo  of  the 
conleois  of  the  intestine  in  this  case  depended  on  a  loss  of  muscular  power, 
that  power  could  nut  be  restored  by  death;  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  reiainfi 
by  spasmodic  contraction,  the  obstruction  would  be  removed  by  death,  and 

The  existence  of  spasm  may  also  be  inferred  from  analogy.  Where  othfr 
mucous  membranes  are  connected  with  muscular  fibre,  either  directly  as  in 
the  case  under  consideration,  or  by  coirelalion  of  functions  any,  iiritaiinD 
of  their  surface  produces  spasm.  Tbe  just  emptied  uterus  contracts  with 
violence  upon  the  introduced  hand— Ihe  orbicularit  octili  upon  tbe  grain  of 
sand  falling  upon  the  conjunctiva.  The  muscles  surroundiog  tbe  uretlin 
gtasp  with  spssmodic  energy  Ihe  catheter,  and  is  it  "entirely  assumed  sdJ 
gratuitous,"  to  suppose  that  the  same  consequences  follow  like  irritations  of 
the  mucous  lining  of  tbe  alimentary  canal. 
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Tbe  euenlial  paiboli^y  of  simple  colic,  then,  would  apDear  lo  coDSist,  as 
has  been  before  aieled,  la  a  morbid  Geosibilily  of  the  whole  or  some  poriiuD 
of  ihe  iDtesiiaal  tube,  spasroodic,  or  other  obstruction  lo  (he  passage  or  (be 
contenls  of  the  bowels,  and  dis(eDtion  arisiae  from  a  secretion,  or  ao  evolu- 
lioD  of  gas,  often  so  fat  exteodiug  (he  muscular  fibre  as  (o  weaken  or  even 
destroy  all  muscular  power  in  ibe  distended  portions  of  the  caaal. 

To  these  phcDOOieua  giving  rise  lo  intensa  suffering,  o(ber  slates  rapidly 
succeed,  viz.  iDBammaiion  and  it:i  coosequeoces,  often  terminating  fatally 
in  various  stages  of  its  progress, — presentiog  on  dissection  every  rariety, 
"from  a  rectiol  tinge  of  redness  to  eiteasive  gangrene." 

S.  A.  COOK. 

Buikiret  Bridge,  K  Y.,  January  23,  1842. 


Far  tlie  Medic«l  IntellitGoeer. 
Abt.11.  SIX  CASESOFDIARKH(EA  TREATED  WITH  MONESIA. 

By    Q.    OIBBOM,  SALEM,    N.    J. 

Case  Ut.— Mrs.  K.— Married.  Had  laboared  under  cbionic  diarrhoea 
accompanied  with  ulceration  of  tbe  intestines  for  two  years.  Three  or  four 
months  ago  she  was  put  upon  small  doses  of  acet.  of  morphia,  which  after 
seTcral  weeks  continuance  arrested  the  disease,  and  the  jiatieut  remained  for 
two  months  apparently  perftclly  well.  At  the  expiration  of  this  time  the 
disease  suddenly  returned,  and  soon  regained  ell  its  former  acliTtly.  The 
extract  of  raonesite  was  now  commenced  in  doses  of  5  grs.  three  limes  B  day, 
and  afterwards  increased  to  7  grs.  four  times  per  day,  and  continued  for  l«a 
days,  but  without  any  other  benefit  tfaan  a  slight  decrease  of  the  discharge 
for  tbe  first  two  da^s.  Tbe  medicine  was  then  disconiloued,  and  the  mor- 
phia substiluled  with  its  former  success. 

Case  2d.— A  child  of  W.  H.,  affected  with  dtarrhcEa  of  IB  months  standing, 
had  used  anodynes,  alteraliTes  and  astringents  freely,  but  without  permanent 
benefit.  The  ext.  monesis  given  in  doses  of  two  grs..  three  times  per  day, 
assisted  by  the  warm  bath  and  frictions  with  flannel,  checked  tbe  discharges 
in  two  days,  and  removed  all  traces  of  the  disease  in  two  weeks. 

Case  sJ. — J.  M.,  aged  TO— health  delicate,  had  a  diarihiBa,  with  short  in- 
termissions, for  six  months— had  heeu  treated  with  creta  cam  hydrarg.  with 
but  temporary  relief.  Took  sis  grs.  of  monesia  four  times  per  day,  from  the 
2d  to  the  10th  of  November,  assisted  by  a  few  grs.  of  pulv.  doveri.,  occa- 
sionally, at  bed  time.  Tbe  discbaiEe  ceased  in  two  days,  and  upon  tbe  tenth 
he  expressed  himself  perfectly  well. 

Case  4ih. — Mrs.  J.  Diarrhcea  of  four  or  five  days  continuance— slight 
fever,  tormina,  stools  bloody  atid  slimy.  Had  resorted  lo  no  previous  treat- 
ment. Took  8  grs.  of  ext.  mones.  three  times  tbe  first  day,  which  checked 
the  discharge,  and  allayed  all  unpleasant  symptoms. 

Case  5th. — A  child  of  four  years  ot  age,  afiected  with  a  bowel  complaint 
which  had  commenced  in  tbe  summer,  and  continued  unchecked  until  No- 
Tember,  though  treated  with  a  variety  of  astringents,  and  subjected  to  coud- 
ler-irriialion  upon  the  abdomen.  The  monesia  was  given  in  doses  of  2  grs. 
five  limes  daily  for  six  days,  with  the  effect  of  graduallv  diminishing  tbe  dis- 
cbarges, changing  tbeir  colour  and  consistence,  and  creating  a  vigorous 
appetite,  which  the  child  had  not  previously  enjoyed.  Having  no  more  of 
the  remedy,  I  was  compelled  to  relinquish  it.  Dover's  powder  and  flannel 
frictions  were  substituted,  and  I  bad  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  my  patient 
perfectly  relieved  in  another  week. 

Case  6.  In  this  case  the  remedy  entirely  failed  as  in  the  GrsI  case.  It 
was  one  of  diarrhcBa  supervening  upon  pblbisis  pulmonalis,  and  had  been 
previoasly  treated  by  creta  cum  opio.,  acet.  of  lead.,  acet  of  morphia,  and 
several  of  tbe  vegetable  astringents,  without  benefit.    The  monesia  was  pte- 
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■cribedfllfinttoitieainountof  16gn.  and  aflerwardi  tncreHod  lo 40 gra.  per 
day,  and  persevered  io  for  ibree  weeks — when,  as  no  abatemeni  of  the  aj^mp- 
tomi  was  perceived,  the  remedy  was  discoDtioued  atiberequeaiof  tbe(|atteiii. 

Remarks. — That  the  aboTO  cases  may  be  eotiiled  (o  ibeir  juat  weight  [o 
the  evidence  now  acaumulatiog  both  for  and  against  this  new  remedy,  it 
ma;  be  well  to  stale,  that  the  few  last  doses  taken  by  Mrs.  K.  in  the  first  cas^^ 
occasioned  slight  nausea  accompanied  by  a  slight  buming  in  the  atomach. 
With  Ibis  exception,  I  have  not  witnessed  any  of  the  irritating  effecta  de- 
tailed by  St.  A  nge.  My  doses,  howeret,  were  not  lo  large  as  he  prescribed. 
The  above  cases  lead  me  to  infer  that  monesia  is  more  astringent  than  tonic 
in  its  operation. 

Salem,  Jan.  6lh,  1S42. 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL  NOTICES. 

Dr.  E.  J.  Coxa  an  Medical  Inhalation. ' 
Dr.  Coxe's  copious  title  page  indicates  the  objects  of  this  small  Tolume. 
Dr.  Coxe  himself  has  had  considerable  experience  in  the  use  of  inbalatioD 
in  various  diseases,  and  it  is  needless  to  say~as  be  has  been  led  to  publish 
on  the  sobject— 4bal  be  ia  favourably  impressed  with  tbe  remedy.  He  ha* 
cited  freely  from  verious  authariiies,  many  of  whom  are  more  woMhy  of  be- 
ing recorded  in  the  title  page  than  some  that  are  placed  there.  The  dtreciiona 
for  tbe  facile  employment  of  the  ageat  are  clearly  given,  so  that  no  diffi- 
culty can  exist  in  having  recourse  to  it. 

Dunglison'i  Practice  of  Medicine.* 
We  can  sa;  no  more  than  that  this  work  has  just  been  issued.  It  com- 
prises nine  book*,  respectively  treating  of,  1.  Diseases  of  the  alitnentary 
canal.  2.  Diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs.  3.  Diseases  of  the  eirculslory 
apparatus.  4.  Diseases  of  the  glandiform  ganglions.  5.  Diseases  of  the 
glandular  organs.  6.  Diseases  of  the  nervous  system.  7.  Diseases  of  tbe 
organs  of  the  senses.  6.  Diseases  of  the  organs  of  reproduction.  9.  Diseases 
involving  various  organs— as  fever  and  cachexia. 

Harris  on  the  Tettk  and  Gumt.* 
This  work  is  very  creditable  to  Dr.  Harris.    It  is  on  subjects  that  ought 

'  A  Pnclioii  Treatise  ooMedieil  Inbalation,  witbnumeroiueiMs  demoiutrttiDc  tbe 
cnrative  poweraof  the  looei  afplicition  of  virioiw  reimdiesin  Bronchitis,  (^nidniptiao, 
and  other  diKsm  of  the  reepirslory  ornne,  embracing  the  opinions  anil  eiperienca  of 
Rueh,  Sir  Cbirlea  Scndamore,  Eberle,  Kindle,  Crichton,  Thomas,  Corrigan,  Rimidfe 
and  others.    B;  Edward  Jenner  Coie,  M.  D,  (with  a  motto)  S4  mo.  pp.  108.    PbiUiJ. 

*  The  Practice  of  Medicine,  or  a  Trsatiee  in  Speciil  PslholoKv  end  Therapmtict.  By 
Roble;  Dungiiaon,  M.  D.,  Profeuor  of  the  Inelilutee  of  Medicine,  Ate,  in  Jefietwa 
Mcdicsl  College,  in  two  'olumCB,  B  \a.  pp.  5T3,  750.     Pliilsda.  1842. 

s  A  Physiologieol  end  Pathological  Inqoiry  conceining  tbe  PhTiicai  Charsclerietics  of 
the  HumsD  Teelh  and  Gums,  the  Sulnerj  Csleulua.  the  Lipi  and  Tongue,  and  the  Floidi 
of  the  Moulh,  together  with  their  rcspccllTB  local  end  congtitutional  indioatioD*,  ic 
ByChapin  A.  Harrin,  M.  D..  D.  D.  S,  Profojior  of  practical  dcntistrv  in  the  A  " 
CoUego  of  Denial  Sorgery,  dec,  8  to.  pp.  119,  BalUmore,  1S41, 


.  .Coogic 


Biblioert^hieal  Notices.  14K 

to  receive  more  itlenlioii  tban  they  do  from  the  PhTBician  aod  Surgeon. 
After  some  appropriate  general  consideratioDi,  the  author  describes  the  phf' 
sical  eharacterisiics  of  the  teeth  and  gums,  of  salirary  calculus,  of  the  fluids 
of  the  mouth,  of  the  lips,  and  of  ihe  longue. 

Jiuichenberger'a  Second  Book  of  Natural  Hittory. ' 
This  is  another  of  those  useful  volames,  vhlch  Dr.  RnscheDbeiger  is  em- 
ploying himself  so  beDcGciallf  in  editiug.    His  former  volume  has  already 
been  received  inlo  some  of  our  public  schools,  and  we  trust  both  it  and  the 
present  may  find  their  way  inio  all. 

Ramabolham^i  Midvifay.* 
This  is  an  excellent  work,  far  superior  to  that  of  Maygrier,  which  is, 
indeed,  in  no  respect  comparable  to  it,  except  in  being  also  furoisbed 
with  numerous  plates.  Maoy  of  those  before  us  are,  faowever,  much 
superior  in  design,  and  all  in  execution;  and  the  same  may  be  said  of 
the  accompsDyiug  lexl.  Dr.  Ramsbotham  has  had  great  experience,  and  is 
well  iofurmed  on  all  that  has  been  written  on  the  branch  to  which  bis  alten- 
lioo  has  been  mainly  directed ;  so  thai  we  can  strongly  recommend  the  work 
Dot  only  to  physicians  but  to  students  as  an  admirable  guide  to  them.  It  is 
exceedingly  well  got  up,  and  is  highly  creditable  to  its  enlerpricing  pub- 
lisher*. 

Lialon'e  Surgery,  by  Nbrrit.  * 
The  first  American  edition  of  tbis  valuable  work  was  published  in  this 
"  Library,"  and  another  edition  was  published  by  Messrs.  Thomas,  Cow- 
perthwaite  &,  Co. ;  so  that,  in  reality,  the  edition  before  us  is  the  third 
AroericaD.  The  success  which  it  has  experienced  is  sufficient  evidence  of 
its  merit;  and  ihe  value  of  the  present  edition  has  been  greatly  enhanced 
both  by  the  additions  of  Mr.  Lislon,  and  of  the  excellent  American  editor. 

Dtmgluon'a  Dictionary — New  Edition.* 
We  extract  the  following  remarks  from  the  auihor's  preface  to  this  third 
edition. 
"  The  second  edition  of  (his  work  was  exhausted  so  soon  after  its  appear- 

<  Msmmilagy,  Nslaral  History  of  MimmireroOi  AnioiiU.  Second  Book  of  Nalnrtl 
History,  prtptred  for  Ifae  dm  of  Schooli  and  Colleges.  Bj  W.  S.  W.  Ru«chenberger, 
H.  C  &c  from  the  leil  of  Miioe  Rdwirds  and  Achilla  Comte.  ProresKira  of  Nataral 
HiMory  in  iho  College  of  Henry  IV.  and  CharlemsgiM,  with  ptalei :  12  mo.  pp.  151. 
Phileda.  1B43. 

■  The  Principle*  and  Practice  of  Otxtetrlc  Medicine  and  Snrgery.  In  reference  to  the 
procen  oF  parturition ;  tllnitraled  by  one  hundred  and  lDrty4»o  figure*.  By  Jim»  A. 
Ramebotham,  M.  D.,  &c.  &c    First  Anerioan  edition  rsTised.    Koyal,  8  io.  pp  4SS, 

*PriGti«l  Surgery;  vilh  one  hundred  and  fil\y  engraiinKa  on  wood.  By  Rotiert 
Liaton,  Surgeon.  Sd  American  trom  the  tliird  London  ediliun,  oilli  additional  note* 
and  illuilriliona.  By  George  W.  Norrie,  SargeoD  to  the  Peouyliania  Hogpilal,  8  >o. 
PI1.SB8.    Phileda.  184S. 

*  Medical  Lexicon.  A  New  Dictionary  of  the  Medical  Science,  containing  a  concise 
acconnt  of  tlie  variou*  aubjccti  and  tenna,  with  the  French  and  other  Synonymce,  and 
Ibrmnia  Sir  varioo*  officinal   and  empiiioal  preparaliona,  &.c.    Third  edition  greatly 
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sDce,  that  not  maoy  new  terms  were  introdaced,  in  the  iDterral,  into  medi- 
cal nomenclature.  These  hare  been  added,  with  sereral  that  had  escaped 
the  author  in  the  former  ediiioas-  He  has  likewise  incorporated  in  the 
body  of  the  work  the  synonvmes,  which  formed  an  index  of  not  fewer  than 
tieenty  thousand  words  in  ine  last  edition. 

"  The  circumstance  of  the  work  aol  being  stereotyped  enables  the  aatlior  to 
be  conslaDil^  enlarging  and  improving  it;  and  he  has  no  doubt,  that  the 
present  ediiioo  will  be  found  to  posseia  stronger  claims  od  the  attention  of 
(he  practitioner  and  student  than  its  predec 


MISCELLANEOUS  NOTICES. 

Jefferton  Medical  CbJieg-e.— The  Catalogue  of  this  Institution  sufficient- 
ly exhibits  its  eraioeully  flouiishing  condition.  Last  year  it  numbered  163 
names.  This  year  it  has  309 !  The  course  has  been  most  satisfactory  and 
eSectire,  and  the  students  will  disperse  to  their  homes  full  of  enthusiasm 
for  their  Alma  Mater. 

Of  the  809  Siudeaca,  there  were  from 
Maine,  -  -  -  1    Ohio,  ...         9 

Massachusetts,  -  -  2   Michigan,       -  -  -         1 

New  Hampshire,        -  -  2   Tennessee,     - 

Connecticut,  -  -  3   Kentucky, 

New  York,      ...  8   Mississippi,     - 

New  Jersey,  -  -  9   Illinois, 

Pennsylvania,  -  -  98  Indiana, 

Delaware,       -  .  -  4   Iowa  Tertitory, 

Maryland,       ...  4   West  Indies, 

District  of  Columbia,  •  1    Upper  Canada, 

Virginia,         -  -  -  38   Nova  Scotia, 

North  Carolina,  -  -  3   Ireland, 

South  Carolina,  -  -  2  Englaud,         ...         1 

Georgia,  ...  3  — 

Florida,  -  -  -  1         Total,        -  -  -     809 

Alabama,        -  -  -  1 

A  large  number  of  Graduates  in  Medicine,  from  the  various  Colleges  in 
this  country  and  Europe,  attended,  some  of  whose  namet  are  included  in 
the  present  catalogue. 

At  the  Philadelphia  Hospital,  and  occasionally  at  the  College,  Dr.  Pan- 
coast,  the  Professor  of  Anatomy,  performed  belore  the  class  many  stitgical 
operations  of  great  moment ;  and  every  Wednesday,  a  Clioique  was  held 
by  Dr.  Mailer,  the  Professor  of  Surgery,  al  which,  also,  namerous  impoi^ 
tant  operations  were  performed. 

Medical  Department  al  Yale  CoUegt.—Th^  Catalogue  coalains  the 
names  of  47  medical  students,  and  at  a  recent  commencement,  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  M<;dicine  was  conferred  on  19  individuals. 

modified  and  enlarged.  By  Robley  DnnglipHt.  M.  D.,  Professor  of  the  Inslitntet  of 
Medicine,  &C.,  in  Jefferson  AlsdicaJ  College,  Philadelphia,  Lsclarer  on  Clioiccl  Medi- 
cine, and  attending  phyaician  al  the  Philadelphia  Hospital;  Ssoretary  of  the  Americsn 
Phitoaophical  Society. 
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Ohio  Lunatic  A*ylum.—From  the  third  anna*!  report  of  tbis  osefDl  ia- 
slJtutioD,  it  appears,  that  the  average  namberio  it  for  the  preseDi  f  ear  is  143; 
ibe  percentage  of  recoveries  in  all  cases  discharged  was  54.33;  the  percent- 
age or  recoveries  ia  the  old  eases  discharged,  iDcluding  18  discharged  by  tbe 
direcioi»  for  want  of  room,  was  S3. 80;  and  the  percentage  of  recoveries,  in 
the  recent  cases  discharged,  was  S7.17. 

Tbe  losiilutioD  appears  to  be  well  cod  dueled,  and  to  bare  a  competent 
medical  so  pe  r  intend  en  t. 

Genera  Medical  College— The  establishmeni  of  another  Medical  College 
in  the  Ciiy  of  New  York  baa  not  bad  the  effect  of  injuring <(he  country  in- 
lution  of  Geneva.  On  the  contrary,  the  Catalogue  exhibits  a  large  increase 
of  students.  The  soromary  of  the  present  session  gives  156  students,  48 
physicians  "  attending  part  course,"  and  7  classical  students,  who  attend  the 
course  of  ana romy:— total,  211. 

Kieatein  at  an  Evidence  of  Pregnancy. '  By  H.  Lethebv,  A.  L.  S. — 
In  No.  tl  of  the  Guy's  Hospital  Reports  there  is  a  valuable  paper  upon  tbis 
subject,  by  Dr.  Bird,  in  which  he  eonmeraies  many  cases  lo  prove  the  exis- 
tence of  this  principle  in  the  urine  of  pregnant  wooieo.  Since  [he  publiea- 
lioa  of  that  report  I  have  bad  many  opporiuniiiesof  iovesligatiog  the  subject; 
and,  as  Ihe  result  will  show,  it  forms  an  important  addition  to  the  already 
known  symptoma  of  pregnaucy.  Tbe  object  of  ibis  paper,  however,  is  not 
only  in  funherance  of  its  value  as  such  a  test,  but  to  point  out  certain  pte- 
cautioDs  to  be  observed  in  the  experiments,  in  order  lo  prevent  fallacy. 

The  urine  should  be  procured  at  a  lime  when  the  woman  is  as  free  from 
disease  as  possible ;  and  I  believe  that  passed  early  in  the  morning,  after 
rest,  gives  the  least  variable  indications.  This  should  be  exposed,  in  a  tall 
narrow  glass,  to  a  continuous  temperature  of  about  70°  of  F. ;  If  a  much 
lower  leroperature  than  this  is  used,  say  about  40°.  I  have  known  the  uriue 
stand  for  more  than  a  fortnight  without  undergoing  any  change,  although  it 
be  replete  with  kiesteia  or  its  principles,  at  a  temperature  of  70°.  However, 
if  the  woman  be  pregnant,  we  shall  observe,  in  two  or  three  days,  the  first 
indication  of  its  presence  by  the  urine  becoming  turbid.  In  a  day  or  two 
more  a  thio  pellicle  forms  on  its  surface,  and  ibis  gradually  acquires  consis- 
tence up  to  a  fortnight  from  the  onset  of  (be  experiment.  But  long  before 
this  lime  you  will  bave  noticed  ils  characteristic  odour ;  ceilainly  not  like 
cheese,  lo  which  Dr.  Bird  compares  it,  but  precisely  analogous  to  (he  smell 
of  raw  beef  begiening  lo  putrefy  :  il  is  emphatically  a  putrid  smell.  1  have 
kept  the  urine  more  than  a  monib  after  ibis,  but  it , never  loses  either  its 
pellicle  or  peculiar  odour. 

Besides  tbe  error  likely  to  arise  from  tbe  adoption  of  loo  low  a  tempera- 
ture, where  ihe  kiestien  would  not  be  separated,  I  would  warn  Ibe  earlier 
experimenter  oot  to  fall  into  the  opposite  error  of  confounding  the  pellicle 
which  forms  upon  all  utine  on  standing,  especially  that  which  contains  Ibe 
lilhates  in  excess  ;  the  more  so  as  the  geoernl  as  well  as  microscopic  appear- 
ance of  this  pellicle  is  often  precisely  tike  that  of  kiestein.  Tbe  appearance 
I  am  now  alluding  to,  however,  is  never  accompanied  with  the  putild  ani- 
mal odour;  but,  on  the  contrary,  gives  out  a  copious  smell  of  ammonia,  and 
when  disturbed  falls  immediately  to  tbe  bottom  of  the  liquid.  These  are  the 

On  the  value  of  this  test  1  shall  be  very  brief :— Of  tbe  30  cases  examined 
by  Dr.  Bird,  27  gave  Ihe  required  indications  of  the  presence  of  kiesieio;  the 
other  3  were  at  the  same  time  suffering  under  febrile  excitement.    Dr.  Bird 
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coatd  not  detect  it  in  the  arine  of  oaimpregnaied  w«isea,  or  after  partniitjoii, 
and  duriog  sackliog. 

Id  ihe  American  Medical  Library,  at  quoted  by  the  British  and  Fore iga  Med- 
ical Review  for  October  laei,  ia  a  report  of  the  eiperitnenis  of  Drs.  M'Pber- 
tera  and  Petry,  the  reeideat  physicioDS  at  PliiiadelpbU  Hospital.  Theu 
geDtlemen  found  it  in  the  urine  of  34  out  of  27  preg-oanl  woioeii.  Of  the 
ibree  negative  casea,  two  were  oot  in  health  when  etperimeiited  od  ;  futiber, 
tbey  could  Dot  detect  it  in  the  orine  of  27  onimpref  Dated  womeo. 

Id  my  own  experiments,  which  have  been  made  at  all  dates  between  ibe 
aecoDd  and  ninth  month  of  utero-ge»tation,  ibere  wai  uuquestiimable  evi- 
dence of  kiestein  ia  4S  out  of  50  cases.  I  am  unable  to  account  for  it* 
absence  in  Ike  two  eiceplioas,  for  I  took  care  at  all  times  lo  have  the  uriae 
from  women  as  free  from  disorder  as  possible. 

Id  17  non-pregnant  women  there  waa  do  indieattoo  of  its  presence.  In 
examining  the  urine  of  10  womeo  daring  the  time  of  sackiing,  I  foand  it  in 
all  immediately  after  delivery,  but  that  the  eridcDce  of  its  eiisleoce  fell  off 
HI  a  period  between  the  lecond  and  siiib  moalba. 

A  question  now  naturally  arises  as  to  the  cause  of  the  presence  of  this 
principle,  and  what  is  its  composition  ?  It  appears  easilv  ecconnted  for  ua 
the  known  sympathy  that  exists  between  the  uterus  and  toe  breasts  ;  the  lit- 
ter of  wbith,  taxing  cognizaoce  of  Ibe  gravid  condition  of  the  uterus,  pre- 
pares itself  betimes  for  the  pioper  performance  of  that  function  which  by 
and  bf  is  to  berome  its  necessary  duty.  Certain  principles  analogous  to  ibose 
of  milk  beinr  imperfectly  secreted,  may,  in  this  nascent  condition,  become 
reabsorbed ;  because,  as  Dr.  Bird  suggests,  they  do  not  find  a  ready 
outlet,  and  gelling  into  the  blood  are  excreted  thence  by  the  kidneys ;  and 
this  habit  of  reabsorpiion  may  go  on  for  some  little  time  after  the  birth  of 
the  child. 

lot  30  easily  made  out :  examined  by  the 
lullilude  of  globules,  varying  in  size  from 
tbeone  Ihirty-lwo  thousandth  to  the  oneeight  thousandth  of  an  inch;  after  a 
time  these  break  op,  or  coalesce  and  form  nakes,  and  then  crystals  of  triple 
phosphate  generally  become  pretty  abundant  in  it.  This  snows  that  the 
greasy  appearance  of  the  pellicle  is  not  due,  as  Dr.  Bird  supposes,  to  the 
triple  phosphate,  for  this  is  after  formation ;  nor  are  these  elobules  composed 
of  fat,  for  they  are  perfectly  insoluble  in  ether.  I  have  not  been  able  to  de- 
tect [hem  in  the  uiine  until  it  becomes  turbid,  so  that  they  appear  to  be 
formed  in  the  urine  after  expulsion.  Tbey  are  soluble  in  alkalies  and  in 
boiling  acetic  acid,  and  give  all  the  reactions  characteristic  of  coagulated 
albameo  or  fibrin  :  lo  these,  then,  ibey  are  most  analogous  ;  but  nothing  bat 
aa  ultimate  aoalysis  can  determine  their  identity  or  Dot.  The  globules  do 
not  diSei  in  appearance  from  those  contained  in  milk,  but  their  complete 
insolubility  in  ether  shows  that  they  do  differ. 

9  Windsor  Terrace,  City  Road,  Dec.  6,  1841.  ♦ 

M.  Duboieon  (he  AuacuJtatory  Sigm  of  Pregnancy.— The  nttriot  toaJU 
is  usually  perceptible  about  ibe  founeeDih  or  Gneenih  week  of  pregnancr: 
the  period  at  which  it  may  he  first  heard,  beiDg,  no  doubt  dependent  upon  ine 
amount  of  development  of  the  uterus  and  its  eleyation  above  the  os  pubis. 
The  point  at  which  it  is  most  frequently  audible  is  towards  the  middle  o( 
the  height  of  the  uterus  on  its  anterior  or  lateral  (generally  the  left  aide) 
part.  In  this  respect  M.  Ihtboie  differs  from  M.  Naitgele,  who  states  that 
the  common  situation  of  the  uterine  blowing  sound  is  in  one  of  the  ioguinal 
regions,  extending  thence  upwards.  In  most  cases,  the  space  over  which 
it  may  be  faeaid  is  limited  to  a  circle  of  two  or  ihiee  inches  in  circumference. 
A  curious  circumstance  connected  with  this  lound  is  the  occasional  change- 
ableness  of  its  situation  ;  on  one  day  it  is  inaudible  at  a  spot  where  it  twd 
been  distinctly  heard  the  day  before,  aod  vice  vertd. 
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Obstelrical  «DScnltMorB  ahould  be  awue  of  tbii  fact ;  elte  they  vill  be  apt 
to  be  perplexed  io  some  cBsei.  We  may  mention  likewise  that  the  uterine 
tou^e  Taries  much  at  different  times  in  lU  loudnesa  and  disiinctnets,  being 
one  day  scarcely  audible,  and  on  the  aaxt,  perhape,  very  distioct. 

That  the  development  of  this  sound  is  tomehov  dependeot  upuQ  the  cir- 
cvlaiioQ  of  ibe  blood  through  the  uterus,  appears  from  ihe  fact  that  it  is 
always  much  enfeebled,  or  eveo  altosetber  suspended,  by  the  coDtraciions  of 
the  organ  during  parturition— a  fact  which  abundantly  proves  tbai  ihe  sound 
caanol  proceed  from  Ihe  pressure  of  the  sravid  uterus  on  the  iliac  arteries, 
as  some  writers  have  alledged.  The  striking  resemblance  of  the  uterine 
bruit  to  that  perceived  in  eiectile  Vumors,  and  ia  aneurismal  varices,  con- 
firms the  above  opinion.  M.  Duboit  objects  to  the  appellation  of  placeniary 
or  utero-placenlary  being  applied  lo  ibis  blowing  sound,  for  the  reason  that, 
although  its  locality  most  frequently  corresponds  with  the  attachment  of  the 

Clacenia,  it  continues  to  bs  audible  for  some  time  after  (be  eipuUion  of  this 
ody,  and  in  other  cases  after  ibe  death  of  the  fcsius. 
The  other  sound,  that  of  the  festal  bean,  is  a  still  more  decisive  sign  of 
pregnancy  :  the  number  of  tbe  pulsalioos  varies,  according  to  the  eipeiience 
of  M.  Duboit,  from  135  to  150.'  This  ticiac  sound  ia  usually  most  distinctly 
perceived  ou  tbe  anterior  part  of  the  abdomen  somewhat  to  tbe  left  side  :  it 
la  rarely  audible  before  the  completion  of  four,  or  four  and  a  half,  months  of 
pregnancy.— AfeJico- CAt>.  Jitvitv,  Jan.  1842.  p.  197. 

Phthiti*  Pidmenalit,  wilh  a  Fittuloiu  Opening  in  the  Parietta  of  the 
Ckeit. — The  following  case,  exhibiting  a  very  rare  complicalioo  of  phthisis, 
deaerves  the  notice  of  the  pathologist. 

A  man,  38  years  of  age,  and  who  for  a  lenath  of  time  had  been  extremely 
aubiecl  to  attacks  of  catarrh,  was  seized  in  May,  1839,  with  pneumonia ;  this 
yielded  to  active  treatment,  but  there  remained  behind  a  orj  coogb,  and  a 
feverish  state,  accompanied  with  frequent  chills.  In  tbe  begiuoiog  of  July, 
a  phlegmonous  iwellmg  made  its  appearance  immediately  below  the  rigot 
mamma;  it  gradually  increased  in  size,  and,  a*  a  fluctuation  became  dit- 
tincily  perceptible,  an  opening  was  made  into  it  and  gave  issue  to  an  enor- 
mous quautiiy  of  a  purnlo-sanguineous  fluid  of  a  suDocaling  odour.  This 
discharge  continued  night  and  morning  nsually  to  the  amount  of  three  or 
foar  ounces ;  the  opening  was  situated  between  the  fourth  and  fifth  ribs. 

For  three  weeks  there  was  no  reason  to  believe  that  a  communication 
axisted  between  the  outward  orifice  and  any  of  the  bronchial  lubes  ;  but,  on 
the  20th  of  August^  it  was  observed  for  the  first  time  that  air  escaped  with  a 
bubbling  noise  during  the  act  of  expiration,  and  when  the  patient  coughed 

or  spoke.    It  was  easy  to  trace,  by  listening  i-  ''■~  -'■---■- —  -'  ■'•-  

noDS«oti^e  whi(' 

pectoriloquy  also     ..  .  . 

into  the  ear  of  the  auscoltator.  Two  months  subsequently,  a  second  opening 
between  the  fifth  and  sixth  ribs  was  formed,  and  gave  issue  lo  a  purulent 
dischai^e  mixed  with  air.  In  tbe  first  week  of  December,  the  patient  ex- 
pectorated for  the  first  time  a  small  quantity  of  purulent  sputa.  There  com- 
menced also  at  this  lime  occasional  attacks  of  orlhopnoea ;  but  the  breathing 
dnriog  Ihe  intervals  was  not  much  distressed :  the  emaciation  was  extreme. 

■  It  b  ■  curious  circomstsnoe,  that  tbe  late  Dr.  Hamilton,  ao  long  the  distingniahed 
proTeMor  of  midwifery  in  Uw  Univeraily  of  Edlnqnrgh,  most  1100117  niiintainMl  that 
tbe  polM  of  the  «biU  in  otero,  and  also  after  bitib  nalit  breslbing  oocnmenosd,  aeldon 
exceeded  60  or  TO  pubatioDs  in  the  minate.  In  oor  noliea  of  his  last  work,  in  tbe 
number  of  the  Hadicj-Chirgrgical  Review  tot  July  183G,  we  qnastioiiMl  the  aecoraef 
of  the  doetot'i  aiMrtion*,  and  iocorced  in  cooMqaauce  hi*  wralhful  eriliciim.  Oni 
readers  may  find  it  worth  tbeir  while  to  revert  to  his  pamphlet,  and  oor  rtgoinder,  in 
Ibe  numbai  of  this  revisw  for  Jannary  1637— Aw. 
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A  remarkable  restate  of  the  ease  was  an  eiceedinitly  coaatipated  state  or  the 
bowels,  with  an  almost  voracious  appetite.  On  tbe  9th  of  Januarf,  the  firih 
rib  was  nearly  eiposed  Tor  aboiil  two  inches  in  extent,  being  covered  oolf 
by  a  few  pale  granulations;  tbe  quantity  of  the  discharge  by  the  wound  con- 
tinued as  before;  but  tbe  eipecloration  had  quite  ceased.  The  denuded 
poition  of  the  rib  became  necrosed,  aod  was  gradaally  detached  in  smill 
pieces.     The  patient  died  exhausted  on  tbe  first  of  April. 

(We  suppose  that  a  dissectioo  was  not  permitted,  as  there  is  no  mention 
in  the  report  of  the  appearances  after  death.) 

Remarks. — It  is  tluubtful  whether  tbe  formation  of  the  abscess  in  the 
parieies  of  the  chest  was  the  effect  of  the  pulmonic  lesion  extending  itself 
towards  the  surface,  or  whether  it  was  not  rather  a  simultaneous  disease 
developed  accidentally  over  the  situation  of  the  cavern  in  the  lungs.  The 
circumstance  of  no  air  being  observed  to  escape  for  three  weeks  aftcY  the 
opening  of  the  abscess  may  lead  us  to  adopt  the  latter  opinion. — Archivea  <U 
Medecine  Beige. 

We  obseive  that  M.  Raeiboraki  recently  exhibited  to  the  Royal  Academy 
a  case  in  which  a  tuberuclous  excavation  of  tbe  lungs  communicated  with  a 
subcotaneous  yb^er.  The  disease,  says  that  gentleman,  seetes  to  be  con- 
fined to  a  point  of  the  left  long  over  the  fourth  or  fifth  rib;  the  respiratoiy 
sound  bein^  normal  over  the  whole  of  the  front  of  the  chest.  Over  the  spine 
of  tbe  clavicle  and  near  the  root  of  ibe  bronchi,  a  loud  gurgling  noise  is 
heard,  especially  during  the  fits  of  coughing.  The  pulmonic  abscess  com- 
municates with  the  subcutaneous  cellular  tissue  at  this  part,  and  tbe  skin 
there  is  observed  to  be  distinctly  lifted  up  during  each  fit  of  cougbins-  By 
applying  the  hand  over  the  part  not  only  may  this  rising  of  the  i1cin  be  per- 
ceived, but  a  sensation  of  the  displacement  of  a  fluid  may  also  befelL  Com- 
pression causes  the  swelling  to  disappear,  and  occasions  a  peculiar  sound 
arising  from  the  retrocesaion  of  the  air  and  flaid. — Johnton't  Medieo-Chi- 
rurgical  Review,  Jan.  1839,  p.  SIS. 

Memoir  of  a  Gentleman  bom  blind  and  taceeitjully  operated  on  in  At 
IBlh  year  of  kit  age.  BtDb.Fhakz.' — ^At  the  birth  of  this  young  gentle- 
man (the  son  of  a  physician)  the  eyes  were  found  to  present  a  twofold  de- 
fect of  organisation.  Both  eyes  were  turned  inwards  lo  a  great  extent — and 
cataract  existed  in  both.  Towards  the  end  of  the  second  year,  keratooytti 
was  performed  on  the  right  eye,  which  waa  followed  by  iritis,  and  wasting 
of  the  eye-ball.  Within  the  next  four  years,  two  similar  operations  were 
performed  on  tbe  left  eye,  without  any  auccess,  but  with  no  destruction  of 
the  eye.  The  colour  of  the  opacity,  at  length,  beeanie  of  a  clearer  white, 
and  some  faint  perception  of  a  strong  light  was  experienced  by  the  boy. 

Into  the  long  and  minute  description  of  the  slate  of  this  genileman's  eyes 
in  his  18th  year  (1B40)  we  canoot  go.  It  appeared  that  the  right  eye  was 
completely  amaurotic,  and  the  left,  which  had  become  atrophied,  wa*  the 
only  one  considered  fit  for  an  operation.  The  following  were  the  ateps 
taken. 

"  On  the  10th  of  July  1340,  in  the  presence  of  Dr.  Swaine,  end  with  the 
kind  assistance  of  Messrs.  F.  Fowke  and  P:  Steinhaenser,  I  made  an  incision 
in  the  cornea  upwards,  and  introducing  a  pair  of  fine  curved  forceps,  armed 
with  teeth,  into  the  posterior  chamber,  I  seized  the  anterior  wait  of  the  cap- 
sule by  passing  one  of  the  blades  of  the  forceps  into  its  small  aperture,  and 
attempted  by  pulling  it  slowly  to  separate  it  from  its  adhesion  with  the  uvea 
and  its  peripoeral  connection,  in  which  I  succeeded  without  producing  a 
prolapsus  of  the  vitreous  body,  or  tearing  the  capsule,  which  I  now  removed. 
After  this  proceeding,  a  targe  piece  of  the  lens  of  an  opaque  colour,  probably 
the  nucleus,  presented  itself  in  the  pupil,  which  was  easily  remored  from 
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the  eye  by  meaos  or  Daviel's  spooo ;  the  pupillary  gpertiiTe  then  appeared 
perr«city  clear  and  black.  The  paiieni  was  now  luraed  with  bis  oack  to 
the  lieht,  Tor  the  purpose  of  trying  a  few  experiments  as  to  his  sight,  bat 
Trom  these  I  nas  obliged  to  desist  oo  account  o(  the  paio  which  the  light 
produced  in  the  orgaa.  Both  eyes  were  then  closed  with  oarrow  strips  of 
court -plaster,  aod  ibe  patieot  carried  to  bed.  VeDeaeciioo,  local  bleeding, 
romeDlaltons  with  iced  water,  continued  without  iaiermissioD  for  abuut 
foriy^eighl  boors,  together  with  the  scrupulous  observance  of  Ibe  most  severe 
resimen,  barely  succeeded  in  keeping  down  the  inflammation,  the  effects  of 
which  ia  this  case,  where  but  one  eye  offered  hope,  were  much  to  be  dreaded, 
if  it  should  surpass  that  degree  which  was  necessary  for  the  healing  of  the 
wound  ia  the  cornea.  This  process  wenron  and  termioated  so  favourably, 
that  (he  cicatrii,  situated  close  to  the  scletoiica,  is  dow  scarcely  visible. 
The  patient  suffered  from  muscx  volitaotes  and  from  a  considerable  intoler- 
ance of  light,  pain  being  produced  by  even  a  mild  degree  of  light  falling  on 
the  closed  lids.  The  musca;  voliiaoies  were  greatly  mitigated,  and  the  in- 
(oleraace  of  light  ceased,  after  the  lapse  of  a  few  weeks,  by  the  use  of  proper 
pharmaceutical  remedies,  by  local  bleeding,  change  of  air,  &.c.,  and  the 
einploynieDt  of  the  ophthalmic  fountain  of  Professor  Jungken.  which  I  have 
fully  described  in  the  Medical  Gazette,  vol.  xxvii.  p.  444.  To  promote  the 
development  of  the  power  of  vision,  the  use  of  the  fountain  was  continued 
twice  daily,  with  Pyrmont- water  and  latterly  wiib  simple  spring-water,  for 
the  space  of  three  months,  when  it  was  discontinued,  as  it  began  to  irritate 

On  opening  the  eye  on  the  third  day,  he  perceived  a  blaze  of  light,  atti  all 
objects  confused  and  in  motion.  He  could  not  distinguish  any  object.  The 
pain  forced  bim  quickly  to  close  the  eye.  Gradual  exposure  of  the  eye  to 
light  habituated  the  organ  to  its  stimulus;  and  when  vision  became  tolera- 
bly distinct,  all  objects  appeared  so  near  to  him  that  be  was  afraid  of  coming 
in  contact  with  ihem,  so  that  be  was  constantly  correcting  the  sense  oT 
sight  by  that  of  touch. 

On  the  2 1st  September,  1840,  Dr.  F.  operated  on  both  eyes  for  the  COQ- 
^oiial  strabismus.  This  operation  was  so  successful,  that  the  gentleman's 
personal  appearance  was  much  improved.  In  November  hs  was  able  to 
read  the  names  over  the  shop-windows,  and  to  tell  the  time,  to  a  minnte,  by 
St.  Paul's  clock.  The  tide  of  human  exi^jtence,  however,  in  the  streets,  so 
confused  and  eoafounded  him,  that  at  last  he  could  see  nothing.  By  the 
spring  of  1841,  the  sight  was  much  improved — and  improving.  The  case, 
altogether,  is  Yery  creditable  to  Dr.  Franz,  as  well  as  inieresling  to  the  pro- 
fession and  the  public.  The  paper  is  published  in  the  Philosophical  Trans- 
actions for  1841,  Part  I. 

Divition  of  the  Muscles  of  the  Eye  in  certain  Comm  ef  Blindneit. — When 
the  central  portion  of  the  cornea  has  become  so  opaque  as  to  preveni  the 
irantmission  of  the  rays  of  light  through  the  pupil,  remaining  sound,  we 
may  displace  the  axis  of  the  eye,  by  dividing  one  or  more  of  its  muscles,  so 
as  to  induce  a  certain  degree  of  squinting,  and  thus  bring  a  traniiparent  pan 
of  (he  cornea  in  the  direct  line  of  vision.  Such  an  operation  is  much  more 
sinple,  and  greatly  less  hazardous,  than  any  of  the  modes  which  have  been 
proposed  to  form  an  artificial  pupil. 

M.  Floreol  CuDier,  a  well  known  ophthalmic  au^eon  in  Belginm,  claims 
the  merit  of  having  first  performed  it. 

A  man,  25  years  of  age,  presented  himself  on  the  2Ut  of  June,  at  his 
ophthalmic  institution,  with  a  strabismus  of  the  left  eye,  which  had  existed 
from  infancy.  When  two  years  old,  he  had  sufferetl  from  a  purulent  oph- 
thalmia, which  hail  caused  the  destruction  of  this  eye,  and  had  left  on  the 
cornea  of  the  other  a  dense  opacity,  which  covered  nearly  the  outer  two 
thirds  of  its  surface;  the  inner  third,  which  remained  itaosparent,  was 
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tlniMt  auilt  concealed  in  the  angle  of  the  orbit,  aad  was  visible  at  thmc 
limes  oDiy  when  the  iquiot  was  made  to  cease.  When  this  waa  done  he 
oould  see  near  objecU,  by  cariyiDg  them  toward*  the  Dose,  and  then  turning 
the  eye  as  foiciblf  as  possible  outwaidly.  Tbe  aoietior  chamber  of  ibe 
cornea  was  normal,  ana  the  pupil  was  quite  free  and  readiljr  contracted  on 
exposure  lo  light. 

On  the  30th  of  June  I  divided,  says  M.  Cuuier,  the  ioleroal  rectus  mascic; 
and  immediaielir  the  pupil  occupied  Ihe  centre  of  the  orbii,  and  ibe  squint 
vanished.  The  eye  being,  however,  not  sufficiently  drawn  ouiwardfy  lo 
enable  the  patient  to  see  objecu  conreniently,  1  denuded  the  sclerotic  as  fsi 
as  tb«  sitachments  of  Ihe  superior  and  infeiior  recti,  but  without  causing 
ibe  slightesi  degree  of  squinting  outwards.  Founding  toy  practice  on  the 
eiperinieDts  made  by  myself  and  Mr.  Duffin,  I  divided  the  inferior  oblique 
muscle ;  this  was  no  sooner  dooe,  than  at  once  the  ej'e  was  drawn  outwards 
aod  somewhat  upwards.  The  eccbyiaosed  blood  in  the  cutaneous  wound 
was  rapidly  absorbed ;  but  the  healing  of  the  conjunctival  wound  was  rather 
tedious,  in  consequence  of  the  very  coosiderable  retraction  of  the  muco-serout 
membrane  induced  by  the  displacement  of  the  eye-ball.  ImmediBlely  after 
the  operation,  the  patient  was  able  lo  guide  himself  through  my  garden  ;  and 
six  days  afterwards  he  came  alone  to  my  house. 

He  uow  sees  so  well  thai  he  cat)  distinguish  the  smallest  objects,  vrhrn 
they  are  brought  near  his  eye.  What  is  remarkable  is,  that  the  pupil  has 
become  displaced  in  such  a  manner  that  it  is  now  immediately  opposite  lo 
the  transparent  portion  of  Ibe  cornea. 

Case  2. — A  middle-aged  man,  who  had  been  blind  for  13  years,  was  my 
second  patienL  Tbe  left  eye  was  completely  wasted  ;  and  only  a  part  of 
Ibe  onter  half  of  the  tight  one  remained  transparent.  By  compressiiig  the 
lefl  eye,  and  turning  the  right  one  forcibly  inwards,  he  could  perceive  the 
form  of  large  obgects.  1  divided  the  external  rectus  muscle,  and  denuded 
the  sclerotic  as  far  as  the  ioserlion  of  the  superior  and  inferior  recli ;  the  eye 
was  immediately  drawn  inwards  so  as  to  cause  a  aquini  in  that  direction, 
and  I  was  gratified  to  find  ihai  the  pstieni  was  able  to  see  much  more  dis- 
tinctly. Eight  days  afterwards,  he  could  spread  out  in  the  matket-ptace  his 
wicker-baskets,  which  he  made  to  earn  a  subsistence. 

In  the  third  case,  in  which  the  operation  for  forming  an  artificial  pupil  had 
previously  been  attempted,  but  without  success,  M.  Cunier  divided  the  ex- 
ternal reclus  ;  and,  although  tbe  case  was  certainly  a  very  unfavourable  one, 
considerable  improvement  of  the  vision  was  efiiicted. — Gaxette  MedicaU. 

Reuabks. — This  application  of  ocular  myotomy  is  certainly  one  of  the 
most  ingenious  and  scientific  that  has  been  proposed.  The  operation  for 
making  an  artificial  pupil  being  always  hazardous,  and  seldom  successful, 
surgeons  wilt  gladly  avail  themselves  of  Ihe  practice  suggested  by  their 
Belgian  confrere.— Medico-Ckirwg.  Rev.,  Jan.  1842,  p.  211. 

NECROLOGY. 

We  regret  to  announce  the  death  of  Professor  Davh,  of  University  Col- 
lege, London,  well  known  as  the  anibor  of  some  valuable  works  on  Obste- 
trics : — and  also  that  of  Dr.  Biskbbcx,  to  whom  the  merit  is  due  of  having 
originated  the  Mechanics'  Institution,  in  Great  Britain  and  elsewhere. 

Dr.  Birkbeck  was  highly  esiimaled  as  a  physician  and  a  philanthropist; 
but  haa  not  left  behind  him  any  imjwrtant  coutributiona  to  medical  science. 


b,Goo(^lc 


AMERICAN 
MEDICAL  INTELLIGENCER. 

^eH)  Mttita.    ■ 


Art.  I.— aUlNlNE  IK  ASTHMA. 

By  B.  R.  HoQiB,  LATB  U.  S.  A. 

The  ralue  aod  imporiaDce  of  quinine  id  all  paioiyamal  and  congeslife 

diseases  have  secured  for  ii  a  high  place  in  our  catalogue  of  theiapeulic 

agents.    In  the  latter  condiiioo  oT  any  of  the  iraportaal  organs,  it  is  ibe 

safest  and  most  efficacious  agent  in  tbe  materia  mediea.    From  its  hai — 


iapp7 
lUMUEtiuE  III  ■Eiiciing  congesiioD,  \a  our  aulumnat  fevers.  I  was,  d  prion, 
ioduced  to  administer  it  in  asthma.  In  every  instance  in  woich  I  have  given 
it,  or  known  it  adtninislered,  the  complete  relief  of  the  dyaptuea,  and  ter- 
mination of  tbe  paroxysm,  have  succeeded  in  an  hour.  Subsequent  attacks 
have  been  warded  off.  Tbe  paroxysm  is  as  tractable  to  tha  ioBuence  of  qui- 
nine as  the  slightest  quotidian. 

In  the  formmg  stage  of  croup,  two  grains  of  quinine,  and  a  snuff  plaster 
to  the  breast  of  a  child,  two  years  old,  parried  the  attack. 

My  friend  John  A.  English,  M>  D.,  of  Cohaba,  Ala.,  has  used  it  with  com- 
plete success,  in  a  long  standiDe  case  of  asibma,  which  had  resisted  the 
usual  remedies.  Four  grains  oT  quinine  "operated  tike  a  charm,"  and 
relieved  tbe  patient  in  thirty  minutes. 

1  cDinmuoicate  to  yoD  this  iroportaat  effect  of  quinine,  in  order  that  tbe 
profession  may  scrutinise  the  bigb  claim  I  set  up  for  it,  and,  by  further  expe- 
rience, direct  m  what  cases  it  may  be  most  beneficially  administered,  in  one 
of  the  most  distressing  and  intractable  diseases  "  which  flesh  is  heir  to." 

Prom  two  to  eight  grains  of  the  sulph.  quiDine  at  a  dose,  lobe  repeated  io 
an  hour  if  not  relieved.  B.  R.  HOGAN. 

Cambridge,  Dallas  Q>.,  Ala.,  Jan.  31,  1841. 

Abt.  II.-DEATH  from  ERYSIPELAS :  PRICKS  BY  A  SCAL- 
PEL—SLIGHT RAZOR  CUT— SCRATCH  BY  A  NAIL— PULL- 
ING OUT  A  MOLE— REMEDY  FOR  BEE  STINGS. 

B<  James  Mease,  M.  D.,  of  Philadelphia. 
In  the  month  of  December  last,  it  was  staled  in  tbe  newspapers,  that  a 
young  man  had  died  at  Framingham,  Connectioui,  in  consequence  of  using 
the  same  razor,  (without  wiping)  to  shave  himself,  which  he  had  just  before 
employed  to  shave  bis  deceased  father.  Tbe  impression  was,  that  some 
morbid  matter  on  the  face  of  the  father  had  been  applied  to  that  of  the  son, 
and  had  caused  his  death.  The  principle  of  action- numanintAi/dmeoIie- 
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num  puto,  might  hare  been  Bafficieot  for  me  to  ioqnire  abont  the  fact,  bat 
more  was  concetned  than  the  iadulgeaceof  pTofessiooal  caiiositjr,  ot  abene- 
Tolent  feeling :— a  life  was  id  question;  I  therefore  determioed  lo  aacenain 
the  particulars,  aod  accordingly  addressed  a  letter  to  a  gentleman  resident 
-  in  the  lown,  requesting  a  communication  of  them.  From  him  1  received 
the  following  printed  article,  b;  the  attending  physician,  Dr.  Whiinef, 
which  Rppeais  to  have  been  addressed  to  the  editor  of  the  newspaper,  pnb- 
liahed  in  the  place  where  the  parlies  resided. 

"  Framingluim,  Oct.  29,  1841. 

"Mr-  Editor.— Having  seen  diflereot  acconnis  in  the  newspapen  respect- 
ing the  death  of  our  very  worthy  and  esteemed  lowDsman  (Mr.  Henry  W. 
Coolidge)  and  kDowiDg  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  I  take  the  liberty  of 
stating  them  to  you  as  they  occurred.  The  aged  father,  who  bad  been  sick 
for  some  time,  died  of  a  hepatic  disease.  He  had  too,  as  is  frequently  the 
case,  at  the  termination  of  many  diseases,  a  very  bad  thrush  or  canker  in 
the  mouib,  attended  with  frequent  hemorrhages.  The  son,  who  had  always 
enjoyed  good  health  and  was  well  at  this  time,  (with  the  exception  of  what 
be  termed  a  cold  sore  oi  two  on  his  lip)  shaved  the  father  after  his  decease. 
Then  with  the  same  razor,  brush  and  soap,  he  shaved  himself  immediately. 
This  was  on  Tuesday  and  by  the  Saturday  following,  one  of  the  sores  apoa 
the  lip  became  very  iioublesome,  affecting  it  internHlly  and  eiiernally.  On 
Sunday  bis  disease  progressed  and  thus  continued  daily  lo  increase  produc- 
ing a  most  hideous  swelling  of  (be  head  and  face,  till  the  next  Saturday, 
when  he  died.  The  disease  was  no  doubt  gangrenous  erysipelas.  Was  it 
an  idiopaihic  disease,  or  was  it  communicated  trom  the  father  by  meaos  of 
the  brush  1    Should  think  the  latter  highly  probable. 

"Yours,  with  respect,  S.  W." 

I  presume  the  sores  on  the  lip  must  have  been  irritated  by  the  edge  of  the 
razor,  and  given  rise  lo  the  erysipelas.  That  the  cause  suggested  was  quiie 
sufficient  to  produce  iliis  often  unmanageable  disease,  is  probable  from  oor 
knowledge  of  its  frequent  occurrence  after  apparently  slight  local  affections, 
and  of  serious  consequences,  and  even  death  from  them.  Many  anatomists 
have  died  from  the  irritation  roused  in  the  system  by  pricking  a  Soger  with 
a  scalpel.  Fa Ich,  an  English  author  on  syphilis,  and  of  other  medical  works, 
aod  two  professors  of  the  Medical  School  in  Dublin,  died  from  the  effects  of 
the  first  accident.  Faick,  maoy  years  since,  and  the  two  last  within  ten  or 
twelve  years.  Another  lost  bis  life  from  ecratcbiog  bis  hand  with  the  sharp 
edge  of  a  rib.  A  few  weeks  since,  a  man  cut  one  of  bis  fingeis  when  stra^ 
ping  his  razor,  and  died  shortly  after,  from  inflammation'  and  gangienc  in  bis 
band  and  arm.  Another  scratched  his  finger  last  year,  with  a  nail  in  a  bar- 
rel which  he  was  handling,  and  died  in  the  same  way.  I  knew  a  dreadfal 
and  mortal  cancer  which  destroyed  the  lower  jaw,  and  finally  life,  to  follow 
the  pulling  out  a  small  mole  in  the  chin ;  and  I  have  recorded  several  cases 
of  dealb  from  the  poison  of  honey  bees,  an  humble  bee,  and  wasps,  which 
they  had  maaufactured  from  tbe  sugar,  or  saccharine  fluid  sucked  by  them 
from  flowers,  fruits,  or  sweet  cider.  Death  took  place  in  10,  30,  and  30 
roiouies  after  ibe  slings  were  inflicted.'  Tbe  poison  of  spiders  has  been 
equally  mortal  as  that  of  bees.  But  what  was  the  modus  operandi  of  these 
venoms?  why,  you  will  say,  tbey  dealroyed  the  vital  principle, — certainly, 
— but  what  is  thisT  ibe  answer  leaves  the  inquirer  as  wise  as  before  be 
asked  the  question.  Here  is  a  fine  aod  new  subject  for  a  prize  essay,  by 
some  learned  medical  corporate  body.  By  the  way^since  the  publication  of 
my  paper  just  referred  to,  a  esse  occurred  in  the  vicinity  of  Philadelphia,  of 
a  bee-sling  which  was  attended  with  spasms  and  such  high  excitement  as  ID 
require  venesection  twice.  Aqua  ammonia  was  also  liberally  given  with 
good  effect.  This  remedy  should  be  applied  immediately  to  the  part  after 
n  Sling,  and  also  given  internally,  every  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  in  doses  of 
ID  or  15  drops  in  water,  and  the  vapour  inhaled  by  the  nostril*. 

'  Amer.  Joomil  of  Med.  Scienoea,  for  Nov.  1836.  ,-  . 
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Pseudo-Morbid  Appearances  of  the  Brain. 


Bv  Robert  Paterson,  M.  I>.,  Ac.' 

Fbyiitlu  10  (be  Lalih  DtipBiuujr. 

The  object  of  ibe  present  commuDicalioa  is  to  take  into  coDsideratioa  the 
pseud o- morbid  changes  which  tabe  place  in  the  braia  and  its  earelopes. 

These  cbauges  present  themselves  under  the  forms  of  colourations  and 
Bofleaings, — appearances  with  which,  as  arising  from  disease,  every  medical 
man  is  familiari  but  which  someiiroes  are  ooticed,  and  bearing  a  very 
marked  character,  when  few  or  no  symptoms  have  existed  daring  tbe  life  of 
the  patient,  to  give  rise  to  the  Buspicion,  that  such  a  state  of  matters  would 
have  been  found  after  death.  In  such  cases,  we  sball  find  a  ready  explaDa- 
tion  of  the  phenomena  in  pseudo-morbid  changes. 

During  the  course  of  a  series  of  experiments  on  pseudo-morbid  ramollisse- 
ment  or  softening,  as  occurring  in  the  brains  of  the  lower  animals,  we  had 
occasion  to  draw  up  a  table  showing  tbe  different  parts  of  the  brain  which 
vreie  successively  affected  with  pseudo-morbid  softening,  and,  upon  compar- 
ing this  table  with  others  which  were  drawn  up  after  a  similar  manner  from 
the  works  of  Abercrombie,  Andral,  Louis,  Bright,  &.C,  some  striking  simi- 
larities were  noticed  with  regard  to  the  parts  which  were  first  found  softened 
from  disease  and  from  pseu  do -morbid  change. 

This  similarity  at  once  suggested  the  idea,  that,  in  consequence  of  this 
source  of  fallacy,  some  mistakes  may  have  occurred ;  more  especially  with 
the  authors  in  this  country,  as  here  the  same  facilities  for  the  examination 
of  dead  bodies  does  not  exist,  and  often  a  much  longer  lime  is  allowed  to 
elapse  between  death  and  dissection.* 

It  sball  be  our  object  to  point  out  the  circumstances  connected  with  this 
source  of  fallacy,  so  that  it  may  in  future  be  guarded  against. 

We  use  the  term  pseudo-morbid  in  tbe  consideration  of  this  subject,  not 
only  as  it  has  been  employed  by  the  moat  recent  writers  on  these  phenomena, 
but  because  it  includes  the  many  appearances,  (unconnected  with  disease,) 
which  may  take  place  immediately  before  death,  at  the  moment  of  dissolu- 
tion, and  subsequent  to  that  event.  Tbe  terras  cadaveric,  post  mortem, 
pseu  do- inflammatory,  inflammatoidat,  and  M.  Andral's  cadaveric  or  pott 
mortem  hyperemic  appearances,  have  each  been  applied  to  the  phenomena 
in  question  ;  but  the  term  which  we  have  adopted  seems  preferable  to  any 
of  these,  on  account  of  its  more  extensive  signification. 

CAUSES  or  PSEUDO-UORBID  PREHOMENA  IN  TRE  BRAUt. 

The  causes  which  operate  on  the  brain,  and  give  rise  to  pseudo-morbid 
colourations  and  softenings  are  four  in  number. 

I.  Obtlruclion  in  the  cour»e  of  Ihe  Venotti  Circulation  occurring  ihortly 
before  dealk.—Ca3B&  of  slow  asphyxia  furnish  illustrations  of  this.  Dr. 
Bright  has  given  a  beaaiiful  iostanceof  it  in  a  caseof  obstructed  circulation 
through  the  large  veins  ;>aQd  M.  Andral,  speaking  of  his  mechanical  hyper- 
emia, says,  "  Thus,  in  such  a  case,  the  brain,  when  sliced,  presents  nume- 
rous red  points,  which  are  nothing  else  than  the  divided  orifices  of  the 
congested  vessels." 

II.  Gravitationof  the  Blood  to  the  more  dependent  parU  (the  hyperemia 
by  hypottaaia  of  M.  Andral). — This  cause  comes  into  operation  most  fre- 
quently at  the  posterior  parts,  in  consequence  of  the  manner  in  which  bodies 
are  generally  laid  out  after  death.    M.  Andral  believes  that  we  may  produce 

>  Edm.  Mtd.  &.  Surg.  Jonrn.,  Jin.  1U3,  p.  106. 

"  Some  of  ibe  »uthor»  ofChia  conntry  iJo  not  etwn  mention  the  hngtb  of  time  which 
elapHd,  which  conieqinntly  givM  ai  no  room  for  judging. 
*  Biigbl'i  Hedioal  Reports,  ToL  ii.  Part  lit,  p.  6. 
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a  colouratioD  of  the  aabsUnce  of  the  biaio,  hy  eimpi)'  makins  the  head  more 
dependeat  than  ibe  body.  Tbia  asaeriioD  la  cootrary  to  the  statement  of 
Drs.  Kellie  and  Abercrombie,  and  also  opposed  to  ezperimeDts  which  I  Baj- 
seirbave  witnessed  on  dogs  which  were  autpcnded  by  the  biod  Jegs,  imme- 
diately after  death.  The  blood  was  thus  allowed  to  gravitate  towards  the 
head.  BuIod  compariog  those  aaimalswilh  several  others  which  had  been 
auspeodeil  in  a  coDtrary  direction,  and  where,  of  course,  the  blood  waa 
allowed  to  gravitate  towards  the  posterior  extiemities,  little  diSereoce  wai 
observed  io  tbe  quaolity  of  blood  wbicb  the  brains  of  each  respectively  coa- 
tained.'  Tbe  same  fact  is  taken  notice  of  b*  Dr.  Kellie.  Whether  tbe 
result  of  these  eiperiroeats  is  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  difference  esisliog 
in  the  method  by  which  the  brain  of  the  lower  animals  is  protected  from 
pressure,  in  consequence  of  their  horizontal  position,  I  am  unable  to  say- 
But  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  in  the  human  brain,  colouration  is  frequeatly 
produced  by  the  gravitation  of  the  blood  to  tbe  dependinz  parts;  and  it  is 
obviously  a  most  important  duty  to  note  the  position  of  the  head  ia  tbe 
examination  of  bodies  found  dead,  as  well  as  in  many  other  cases. 

III.  Exiravatal  tranmdation  and  imbibition  of  the  Blood,  or  of  tome  of 
it*  component  partt,  after  death. — This  is  a  cause  which  is  well  rdowo  to 
produce  ecchymosed  spots  around  the  vessels  of  the  scalp,  and  bioody-seraas 
eSusiuDs  in  the  cerebral  and  spinal  arachnoid  membrane;  and  we  shall 
presently  have  to  direct  the  reader's  attention  to  another  pseudo-morbid 
pheoomenoD  resulting  from  it. 

IV.  Spatmodic  action  of  the  mutailar  tj/»tem,  oeewring  toward*  tAe 
dote  of  life,  may  be  CDumerated  as  another  cause  of  the  appearances  wtuch 
simulate  tbe  phenomena  produced  by  disease.  It  operates  daring  infancy, 
when  tbe  footanelles  are  open,  by  pressing  the  blood  into  tbe  cranial  case 
from  the  rest  of  the  body ;  and  we  shall  bate  further  occasion  to  refer  to  Jt 
as  a  cause  of  pseudo-morbid  appearances. 

Pieudo-Morbid  Colourations. — Every  medical  man  accustomed  10  ibe 
iospeciioo  of  dead  bodies  must  have  felt  the  difficulty  of  determiaing,  when 
the  substance  of  tbe  brain  was  to  be  considered  in  a  morbidly  congested 
stale.  Colouration  in  its  various  stages  has  frequently  been  observed,  while 
the  most  careful  inquiries  have  failed  to  delect  the  previous  occurrence  of 
corresponding  symptoms;  and  too  oflen,  we  believe,  have  pseado-morbid 
injeciLOQS  been  regarded  as  the  effects  of  some  inBammatoiy  action  supposed 
to  have  been  going  on  in  the  brain. 

The  appearances  which  cerebral  colouration  presents  are  two  in  number, 
the  spotted  or  the  "  injection  sablie"  of  M.  Lallemand,  and  tbe  diffused  or 
uniform.  Tbe  spotted  redness  is  allowed  by  all  authors  to  be  simply  an  in- 
crease in  the  DDmberand  size  of  the  ted  spots  which  naturally  occur.  It  is 
best  seen  in  the  medullary  substance,  while  the  diffused  almost  always 
occur  in  the  cortical.  The  spotted  redness  is  by  far  the  most  frequent 
pseudo-roorbid  appearance ;  ana  it  is  remarkable  that  it  is  also  a  much  surer 
indication  of  iDnammatory  action.  It  is  to  be  seen  in  those  who  die  from 
slow  asi)hyi:ia,  fiooa  an  impediment  to  the  circulation  in  the  right  side  of 
the  heart,  or  in  the  veins  of  the  upper  part  of  the  body.  It  also  happens  as 
a  consequence  of  convulsions,  when  these  take  place  before  the  foniaoelles 
are  closfd.  The  brain  is  then  exposed  to  pressure^  not  only  from  external 
aeencies,  but  also  from  such  as  act  through  the  circulation,  without  a  coi- 

■  My  friends,  ProfeMora  Reid  and  Simpaon,  who  were  preienl  at  the  ezpcrimenb 
rifcrred  to,  were  aalitfied  that  littls  diSerence  existed  in  the  acluil  qoanlilj  of  blood 
in  the  vcsaela  of  the  bnin.  Although  in  Iha  snimsta  hang  up  bj  the  tail,  and  whore, 
of  coDTwi.  the  blood  <*■>  alioved  to  gravitate  to  the  h«id,  there  wsi  Bncb  an  onormoD* 
(jnanlily  of  blood  in  every  minute  ich«I  of  the  eiternal  parts  and  bones  tbcmselia, 
that  it  vat  itapoHiblfl  to  keep  it  from  rapidly  p*»in|;  ovar  and  eolonring  Iha  brain. 
Thia  (tavB  riao  to  very  railicioui  appoorancei,  whinh,  bowever,  were  easily  proved  to 
lie  ao  b;  taking  a  clean  knife,  and  making  a  cen  slice  of  tho  brain,  when  it  was  seen 
of  its  nataral  ooloar;  but  vary  soon  became  red,  ffom  Ibe  cauaei  formerly  mentioned. 
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respondiDg  extenial  pressure.  The  violent  nmsculat  coninictioDs  of  a  cod- 
Tulsive  attack  force  ibe  blood  along  tbe  arteries,  and  restrain  the  freedom  of 
its  passage  through  the  veins  proceeding  from  tbe  head  j  an  accumulation, 
therefore,  takes  place  in  the  vessels  and  aubslance  of  ihe  brain,  which  ate 
befond  the  influence  of  muscular  pressure. 

By  such  means,  then,  may  spotted  colourations  be  produced  in  the  sub- 
Btauce  of  the  brain,  resembling  tbe  results  of  tbe  first  stage  of  inBammaiion; 
BDd  all  these  circumstances  must  be  taken  into  consideration,  before  decid- 
ing whether  a.  congestion  be  the  result  of  disease,  or  a  pseudo-morbid  pheno- 
menon. Id  cases  where  a  general  appearance  of  congestion  is  found,  it  is 
important  to  note  the  kind  of  death  Ihe  person  has  died,  the  quantity  of 
blood  in  the  system  at  the  time  of  dissolution,  the  position  of  the  body  after 
death,  the  interval  that  has  been  allowed  to  elapse  from  death  to  dissection, 
the  connection  of  previous  sympioms,  with  ^»t  mortem  appearances,  and 
the  concotDitant  presence  of  albuminous  exudation,  or  any  of  tbe  certain 
proofs  of  inHammatory  action  in  the  membranes,  oi  any  part  of  the  brain.' 
"After  all,"  says  M.  Andral,  "this  kind  of  redness  cu.i  only  be  considered 
as  decidedly  tbe  result  of  active  hyperemia  of  the  brain,  when  it  is  very  well 
marked,  and  even  then  we  must  always  allow  for  tbe  kind  of  death  the 
person  has  suffered."  After  due  allowance  has  been  made  for  all  the  cit- 
cumstauces  of  the  case,  and  they  ate  found  insufficient  to  account  for  Ihe 
presence  of  Ibe  colouration,  it  may  then  be  pronounced  ibe  coQsequeuce  of 
mflammalory  action. 

When  the  "injeciion  sablSe"  occurs  in  particular  parts  of  the  braia  only, 
or  around  an  apoplectic  effusion,  the  probability  of  the  colouration  being  Ihe 
result  of  morbid  aciioo,  is  greatly  iocreased.  Such,  however,  is  not  the  ease 
with  the  diffused  redness  which  is  so  often  met  with  in  trie  conical,  and 
occasioitally  in  Ihe  medullary,  substance  of  the  brain.  This  kind  of  colour- 
ation is  very  frequently  seen  surrounding  apoplectic  i:!ots;  and  every  ana- 
tomist is  familiar  with  it  in  the  brains  of  subjects  which  are  examined  at  a 
considerable  interval  after  death.  Occurring  under  such  circumstances,  we 
are  inclined  to  place  no  reliance  on  il  as  a  mark  of  diseased  action.  The 
mode  of  its  formation  is  very  simple.  The  subsiaoce  of  the  brain,  and 
espeeiall)^  ils  cortical  parts,  absorbs  Quid  with  great  facility;  extravasal 
(raosudation  of  ihe  serum  and  coloariDg  mailer  of  Ihe  blood  goes  on  after 
death,  and,  together  with  the  cerebro-spinal  fluid,  they  are  absorbed  by  the 
substauce  of  the  brain,  which  thus  acquires  Ihe  kind  of  colouration  under 
consideration.  A  similar  explanation  applies  to  the  zone  of  diffused  redness, 
which  is  so  often  seen  around  apoplectic  clots,  and  which  is  produced 
merely  by  the  absorption  of  tbe  colouring  matter  and  serum  of  the  effused 
blood.  That  such  is  tbe  case  is  easily  proved  by  the  introduction  of  coagu- 
lated or  fluid  blood  (the  latter  is  preferable)  into  the  biaias  of  the  lower 
animals  after  death.  The  difiused  redness  appears  in  the  cerebral  substance 
surroundiag  the  clot  in  the  course  of  from  eighteen  to  twenty-four  hours 
after  its  insertion.  This  experiment  we  have  repeated  several  limes  with 
the  same  result.  The  constant  occurrence  of  a  concomitant  ramollissement 
in  the  red  portion  has  been  supposed  lo  add  lo  the  likelihood  of  the  diffused 
redness  being  a  morbid  appearance ;  but  a  similar  sofleniog  is  as  invariably 
observed  in  tbe  experiments  to  which  we  allude ;  and  it  is  only  what  we 
would  naiurally  expect  lo  find  when  the  serum  of  the  blood  has  been  takeit 
up  by  the  cerebral  tissue.  We,  are  therefore,  not  disposed  to  attach  any 
impoiiauce  lo  the  fact^  that  diffused  redness  around  an  apoplectic  clot  is 
accompanied  by  ramollissement,  and  trust  entirely  to  tbe  spoiled  colouration 

■  For,  Bccordiar  aa  the  individual  bu  died  of  ■  disease,  provinr  fatal  b;  ilon  a>- 
phyxia,  or  irilh  nlaree  qnantily  of  blood  in  Ibe  systein,  lias  bin  iTtcr  dcalh  nilh  the 
head  dependent,  or  if  a  long  time  has  been  allowed  to  elopie  between  dguth  and  iJis. 
Boclion,  (or  even  a  short  time  in  warm  weather),  so  must  the  appearances  be  judged  ot, 
and  our  opinion  modified  accoidinglf  ■ 
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i whether  or  sot  BESOciated  with  softeaing)  for  the  proof  of  morbid  actioa. 
r  ibe  small  dots  of  blood  are  so  increaied  in  size  as  to  form  smaller  coagnla 
or  apoplectic  clots  arouud  the  larger  ones,  such  an  appearance  may  stiU 
more  surely  be  regarded  as  a  ptoof  that  the  softening  has  been  of  an  inflam- 
malory  nature,  and  has  been  previous  to,  if  not  the  cause  of,  the  bloody 
effusioo. 

Pteudo- Morbid  Sqftening. — Ramollissement  or  softening'  of  the  cerebral 
mass,  has  of  lale  years  attracted  considerable  attention;  and  we  now  pro- 
ceed lo  consider  whether  eoflenings  entirely  pseuilo- morbid  may  not  be 
mistaken  for  those  which  occur  as  the  result  of  disease.*  Pale  or  white 
ramollissemeDl  of  the  nerrous  centres  (according  to  M.  Andral)  presents 
several  degrees.  In  the  first,  ihe  change  of  consistence  is  perceptible  only 
10  the  touch;  in  the  second,  the  nervous  substance  is  so  difiereni,  that  the 
change  is  percepifble  to  the  eje;  in  the  third,  il  is  completely  fluid,  its  tei- 
ture  being  totally  destroyed,  and  nothing  appearing  in  its  place  but  a  kind 
of  cellulur  scruciure,  which  seems  (o  be  the  oiigiaal  frame-work  uf  the  part. 
In  the  foutth  degree  of  softening,  even  this  trace  of  structure  disappears, 
aod  there  is  a  complete  solutioa  of  continuity.  The  softened  portion  may 
either  preserve  its  uatural  colour,  or  assume  a  new  one,  as  red,  purple,  biown, 
violet,  yellow,  greenish,  &,c.  Pseudo- morbid  softenings,  on  the  other  hand, 
only  simulate  diseased  appearances  in  the  earlier  of  these  stages.  Tbey 
may  or  may  not  be  visible  to  the  eye,  but  ate  always  discernible  to  the 
touch.  The  colour  is  io  general  not  changed;  but  M.  OrGla  has  seen 
pseudo-morbid  softenings  assume  all  the  varieties  of  colour  mentioned 
above,  as  green,  brown,  &c. ;  so  thai  no  distinction  can  be  drawn  from  the 
colour  of  the  softened  portions,  as  to  whether  tbey  have  been  produced  by 
morbid  or  pseudo-morbid  causes. 

We  have  formerly  mentioned  thai  the  brain  speedily  absorbs  any  Bold 
with  which  it  may  be  in  contact.  This  happens  even  when  it  is  covered 
with  its  investing  membranes,  but  to  a  greater  extent  when  these  are 
removed.  The  brains  of  sheep  have  been  allowed  to  slind  for  a  certain 
number  of  hours  in  a  given  weight  of  water,  which  was  rapidly  absorbed. 
The  weight  was  proportionally  increased,  and  the  parts  most  exposed  to 
Ihe  fluid  were  found  in  a  softened  siaie.  In  one  instance  the  brain  was 
deprived  of  its  membranes  on  one  side,  and  six  hours  after  death  it  was 
immersed  ia  a  mixture  composed  of  equal  parts  of  ox  bile  aod  waler.  It 
weighed  three  ounces  seven  drachms  and  four  grains  when  prepared  for 
experimeoC  After  remaining  in  the  mixture  tbirty-six  houis,  it  weighed 
eight  ounces  and  one  drachm.  It  had  a  dingy  yellow  colour,  which  was 
much  deeper  on  the  side  where  the  membranes  had  been  removed.  On  that 
aide  the  yellow  colour  of  the  bile  had  penetrated  the  whole  extent  of  the 
cortical  substance,  but  nowhere  was  the  medullary  mailer  at  all  tinged.    On 

■  The  pole  or  while  ■ofleniPE'  here  lererrcd  la  bas  been  coniidcred  by  aonie  ai  i 
ganKrene  of  the  brain  (Morgagni.  Lientnud,  Bailie) ;  br  K«tan  is  tiniilir  to  gangniu 
tenitit :  and  by  RecainiBr,  ns  ■  chirgB,  tut  generit.  Tho  white  loftening  from  polre- 
faclian  hu  undoubledty  precisely  tbe  ume  ippeu-ance,  in  every  reipect,  a>  the  while 
Hinening  the  result  of  diieise, 

'  Softened  porliongoriho  cerebrsl  miu  are  notunfreqaently  obwrred  atpMlmarlfm 
eiaminslioni,  wbich  at  once  nttike  the  examiaers  ai  being  the  result  of  diaeiae,  and 
yot  no  symptoms  have  been  noliced  d'lring  Ure  ta  give  countenance  to  the  idea.  Tbey 
■re,  nevertbeloM,  loo  Trequetitlj  act  down  as  ihe  result  of  diaeaie.  Dr.  Cot^and,  io 
conndcring  soflening  of  tbe  brain,  and  in  remarking  upon  ibo  frequent  want  of  am- 
ncction  between  lymptami  and  appearancea  after  dealb,  says,  "  It  ahoald  be  kept  in 
rccollectijn,  that  this  slate  of  Ibo  cerebral  structure,  allhough  often  preceded  by  aigna 
of  inflimmiliDn,  and  exhibiting  in  tbs  parts  autraonding  il  inBammatDry  appearvaoea, 
i*  oflen  neither  preceded  bv  the  one,  nor  accompanied  hy  the  other,  on  Uie  contrary, 
with  a  directly  opposite  train  of  phenomena  and  state  of  parts." 

Such  nppearancea  often  reault,  ae  we  shall  presently  «bo«,  from  ( 
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(he  lide  where  the  membraoes  had  been  left  eutite,  the  subarachDoid  cellu- 
lar tissue  was  quite  digtended  with  yellow  coloured  fluid,'  and  the  iniernal 
pans  of  the  brain  were  in  a  very  sofieaed  conditioD. 

The  rapidity  with  which  fluid  is  absorbed  by  the  cerebral  mass  suggesled 
a  series  of  experlmeots,  with  the  view  of  observing  whether  the  parts  in 
the  viciuiiy  of  tbe  cerebro-ppiaal  fluid  might  oot  acquire  a  softeniug  liable 
to  be  tniaiaken  for  the  eflects  of  disease.  Tbe  brains  of  sheep  and  oxea 
were  the  subjects  of  out  observations.    The  heads  of  these  animals  were 


procured  from  the  market,  all  killed  within  an  hour  or  two  of  each  other. 
They  were  kept  io  a  room,  the  lempemture  of  which  was  from  50°  to  56° 
of  Fahrenheit.     They  were  opened  at  stated  intervals,  and,  from  a  minute 
ezaminatiun,  the  following  table  has  been  drawn  op  : — 
Interval  between  death 

and  examtTtation.  Parts  softened. 

1st,  36  hours,  .  Septum  lucidum. 

2d,  48,      .  .  .      Corpora  striata. 

3d,  60,  .  Commissura  magna- 

4tb,  68,      .  .  .      Anterior  part  of  fornix. 

5th,  73,  .  .  Internal  part  of  lateral  Tenlricle. 

6th,  84,      .  .      Cortical  substance  in  general. 

7lh,  lis,  .  Pons  Varolii. 

8tb,  136,    .  .  .      Hippocampi.* 

The  softenings  arising  from  decomposition,  as  mentioned  by  M.  Orfila, 
are  seen  1st,  in  the  commUsvra  magna;  3d,  in  the  t^tum  lucidwn;  3d, 
in  tbe  walls  of  the  lateral  veniiicles. 

Tbe  situation  of  the  softenings  noticed  in  this  and  the  preceding  tables 
is  very  aimilar,  and  they  become  most  interesting  when  compared  with 
other  tables  drawn  from  the  works  of  authors  who  nave  written  on  morbid 
ramollissement  of  the  brain.  Thus,  M.  Aadral,  in  order  lo  illasirate  tbe 
relative  frequeacr  of  diseased  softening  in  different  parts,  gives  169  cases 
from  the  works  of  different  authors,  33  of  which  were  his  owd.    In  these 

Softening  of  Ihe  middle  lobes  occorred  in         .  .  .       '  .     37 

corpora  striata,        .....  28 

anterior  lobes,  .  .  ...      27 

posterior  lobes,        .....  16 

optic  thalami,  .  .  .  .IS 

circumvolutions  alone,        ....  14 

one  hemisphere  in  its  entire  extent,         .  .  .13 

circumvolutions  and  other  more  deeply  seated  parts,  9 

dispersed  through  different  points,     ....        5 

of  the  entire  hemispheres,  ....  4 

parieties  of  ventricles,  ....        3 

cerebral  peduncles,  ....  1 

A  point  worthy  of  attention  in  reference  to  the  foregoing  table  is,  (bat, 
out  of  the  169  cases,  softening  took  place 

In  the  right  hemisphere,      .        .        73 

In  the  left 63 

In  both, 33 

'  May  not  this  imbibition  of  Sold  into  (he  anbiniehDoid  collulir  tiune  Iniie  place 
immediately  iSl*T  dssthi  and  be  one  of  the  ciaiea  of  wroai  effasinD  beinf  so  often 
foond  in  tbe  irRcbtioid  celtular  elruclare,  and  m  leldoai  ia  the  uc  of  the  arachnoid  in 


*  Although  in  the  preceding  tebta  ve  ba«e  meetioned  the  parti  which  had  became 
■odened  ftoin  the  dale  of  each  eipeiiment,  yet  it  ia  important  to  keep  in  mind  (bat  tbe 
parte  meationed  to  the  fint  eiperimsnt,  ■•  being  foaod  •oAened,  were  alwa/a  found 
•oftenod  (geaerMj  mote  so)  in  each  succeeding  one. 
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The  followina;  Ubie  has  been  compiled  from  Dr.  Abercrombie's  table  oi 
the  Diseases  of  Ihe  Brain  and  Spinal  Cbord.  It  sbows  the  relafiTe  fie- 
quencf  with  which  he  fouad  ramoHissemeDt  lo  occur  ia_diffeTent  parts. 

la  the  seplDm  and  fomiz,  sofleDiug  was  found  ia  .  .IS  cuet. 

aDlerioT,  outer^  and  upper  parts  of  hemiEpherea,         .  7 

centre  of  hemispheres  on  a  level  with,  and  axlemal  to,  the 
lateral  ventricle,  .....        6 

iolemal  part  of  veDtricIei,        ....  i 

corpora  striata,         ......        2 

corpus  caltosum,  .....  2 

posterior  part  of  one  bemisphete,  .  -  .  .1 

upper  part  of  both  hemispheres,  ...  1 

loner  part  of  one  hemisphere,       ....        1 

both  (balami  opiici,  ......  1 

all  central  parts,  ......        1  ' 

Of  18  cases  of  white  softening,  or  soflenios  without  change  of  coloar,  in 
14  ihe  leplum  tucidum  was  affected,  and  in  12  the  ieptutn  tucidum  and 
walls  of  lateral  veolricles. 
Dr.  Bright  found  the  Telalive  frequency  of  soflening  to  take  place  as  fol- 

In  the  anterior,  outer,  and  nppei  part  of  cerebrum  in  .  2  cases. 

posterior  and  middle  lobes,  ....        2 

pans  of  brain  external  to,  and  on  a  level  with,  lateral 

ventricles, 1 

fornix  and  septum  lucidam,  ....        1 

corpus  striatum,  .....  1 

The  preceding  tables  »how  that  great  variety  exists  with  regard  to  the 
localities  in  which  ramollissemeot  of  the  brain.is  most  frequeotly  found  bf 
different  palhologisis ;  still,  however,  we  observe  thai  the  parts  most  fre- 
itly  noticed  to  be  softened  are  those  in  the  immediate  neighbonrbood  of 
aleral  ventricles.    It  is  so  in  M.  Andral's  cases,  and  it  is  more  especiallr 
ao  in  those  of  Dr.  Abercrombie. 

Ii  roust  be  remembered,  however,  in  loobing  at  M.  Andrat's  cases,  that 
hj  far  the  majoriiy  of  them  oceuned  on  only  one  side  of  the  brain,  which 
at  once  takes  away  all  idea  of  their  being  pseudo-morbid.  In  Dr.  Aber- 
crombie's  table,  it  will  be  observed,  softening  of  the  geptutn  tucidum  and 
fornix  occurred  sixteeo  times,  aud  in  the  ueighhouihoad  of  the  lateral  ven- 
tricles six  limes  more,  which  is  Iwenty-Iwo  times  out  42  cases.  It  may  be 
further  remarked,  that  the  generality  of  these  soltened  portions  are  not  men- 
lioned  to  have  been  altered  in  colour,  or  any  oiher  particular  remark  made 
regarding  Ihera,  further  than  that  they  were  sof^eued.  The  same  remark 
applies  to  numberless  cases  which  have  been  recorded,  and  in  which  parts 
of  the  brain  have  beeu  simply  described  as  softened,  both  when  symptoms 
of  disease  of  Ihe  brain  have  been  present  during  life,  and  also  when  no  such 
symptoms  existed. 

To  turn  to  our  experiments  on  pseudo-motbid  sonenings,  and  compare  the 
results  with  those  mentioaed  above,  and  taken  from  the  works  of  authors 
on  ihe  diseases  of  the  brain,  we  shall  God  that  the  softenings  occur  most 
frequently  in  the  central  parts  of  Ihe  brain,  and  chiefly  in  the  aeptum  luci- 
dum,  fornix,  and  corpora  striata. 

I  do  not  mean  to  say  that,  in  consequence  of  this  circumstance,  any  one 
of  the  cases  from  the  authors  we  hare  quoted  were  not  genuine  cases  of 
morbid  ramollissemeni ;  I  only  wish  lo  point  out  a  source  from  which  fal- 
lacy may  ari^e,  and  from  which,  1  cooscienliously  believe,  il  has  not  unfre- 
q'lenily  arisen.  This  latter  siaiemeot  will  appear  the  more  likely  when  we 
remember  ihai  in  general,  no  mention  is  made,  furlher  than  that  such  andsnek 
parts  were  found  in  a  stale  of  softening;  no  mention  is  made  of  the  interval 
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between  death  and  dissectiofi;  and  thst  no  meotjoa  is  made  of  the  Maion 
of  the  year  at  wbichtbe  occurreDce  took  place,  the  importance  of  all  which 
are  now  generally  kmtwn  and  recognised. 

Sof^eninga  maf  be  considered  iben  (be  result  of  infiaiDmalor;  action, 
wben  ibejr  are  surrounded  with  a  zone  or  red  vessels,  with  small  coagula, 
or  if  the  soriened  ponions  are  inlillialed  wiih  purulent  matter,'  and  also,  if 
taking  iniu  consideration  all  ibe  circumstances  mentioned  above,  we  cannot 
attribute  them  to  be  connected  with  pseudo-morbid  phenomena.'  There  is 
another  point  to  which  we  would  shortly  direct  attention,  viz.  the  connection 
of  softening  of  the  ventricnlar  walls,  or  suiface  of  the  brain,  connected  with 
morbid  effusion  of  serum. 

Large  effusions  of  serum  are  found  in  the  ventricles  without  any  soften- 
ing whatever  of  the  walls  of  the  ventricles,  nay,  even  there  is  sometimes 
an  unusual  hardness  in  them.  Again,  with  very  moderate  effusion  of  serum, 
we  sometimes  find  ibe  walls  of  the  yealricles  extremely  sol^,  and  the  »eptuin 
lucidum  and  foTnix  broken  down.  With  regard  to  the  former  of  these  two 
Elates,  when  the  ventricular  walls  are  found  hard,  along  with  ventricular 
effusion  of  serum,  we  are  inclined  to  look  upon  this  hardness  as  the  result 
of  disease.  We  have  no!  unfrequently  seen  cases  presenting  this  stale  of 
matters,  when  a  considerable  intervnl  has  elapsed  before  dissection,  and 
when  we  believe  in  otdioary  cases  considerable  sohening  would  have  taken 
place.  And  with  regard  to  the  latter,  or  when  considerable  softening  is 
found  with  little  effusion  of  serum,  it  may  be  remarked  that  while  softening 
under  such  circumstances  most  generally  arises  from  imbibition  of  fluid  by 
the  cerebral  substance. 

PaeudfMTtorbid  phtnonena  in  the  cerebral  entelopex.^We  have,  in  the 
last  place,  to  consider  ihe  phenomena  belonging  to  the  above  bead,  which 
the  membranes  of  the  brain  are  liable  to  present.  We  shall  find  that 
there  is  only  one  appearance  in  (he  arachnoid  and  pia  mater,  which  is  liable 
to  be  mistaken  for  actual  disease  of  the  membrane;  we  refer  lo  opacity  of 
these  membranes  covering  the  brain  from  effusion,  il  is  a  well  known  fact, 
that  in  those  who  die  of  a  linceriag  disease,  and  more  especially  where 
(here  is  much  impedLraen(  lo  the  circulatiun  of  Mood  through  (he  lungs,  or 
its  return  from  the  head  by  venous  obstruction,  there  is  generally  a  consi- 
derable effusion  of  serum  found  under  the  arachnoid  and  into  the  ventricles. 
Thus  M.  Louis  says,  tiiat  subarachnoid  effusion  is  generally  absent  when 
death  is  sudden  in  phthisis,  but  very  common  when  Ibis  disease  proves  fatal 
by  prolonged  agony  and  impeded  venous  circulation.* 

Under  such  circumstances,  then,  it  is  not  unusual  to  find  considerable 


opacity  of  the  arachnoid  covering  the  brain,  and  occasionally 
be  seen,  that  the  membrane  itself  has  alt  (be  appearance  of  being  thickened, 
or  having  an  effusion  of  lymph  under  it.  This  is  an  appearance,  however, 
which  is  very  deceptive,  and  which  is  as  often  produced  by  simple  distcu- 

'  U.  I«llemand  iniBginei,  tljat  in  eierj  ciia  of  white  raaiDlltuement  the  white  ■»>• 
lanr  results  from  purulent  id  (i  lint  ion ;  this,  however,  betides  being  denied  by  Jt. 
Andral,  obviously  cannot  be  Ihe  case,  as  while  soflening  is  the  cofflmon  result  of 
pu(relic(ion. 

*  It  is  uf  eonseqnence  also  la  remember,  that  mtoj  (light  iDBimniitar;  Boflenln^ 
are  rendered  mnch  moro  to  by  pacndo-morbid  csuBes,  and  more  eipecially  in  younff 
personi,  wben  the  teitaie  of  the  brain  bss  leu  consistence  than  those  more  adnncM 

s  Effusion  into  the  subarachnoid  space  has  been  noticed  in  three  fourths  at  ill 
cases  of  phlhiiis,  Bnd  Ina  fiflhi  of  other  diseases ;  the  cases  sli  opened  earty.  (Lonis.^ 
I(  il  well  known  also,  that,  in  the  fevers  of  this  country  there  is  gencraltf  more  or  less 
TObarachnoid  cfFuiion,  necompanied,  according  to  Dr.  Alleon,  wilh  no  other  mirk  of 
inBammation.  This  is  quite  a  pacudo- morbid  phenomenon  in  our  opinion,  arising 
psrily  from  the  alow  manner  of  death  in  typhoid  rever.  and  also  the  interval  which  is 
allowed  to  elapse  between  death  and  diisectton,  bb  well  as  Iho  eircamilince  of  its  being 
a  disessa  where  both  solids  and  Saids  are  citremily  prone  to  polreraclion. 
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lion  of  the  Daembraue  hj  the  sobjacent  fluid  as  by  soy  oUier  eauae.  Wheo 
the  membraDe  is  eteatly  disieaded  in  ihis  way,  aod  ilie  meebes  of  the  jna 
tnaler  are  also  filled,  great  opacity  is  the  lesult.  A  Bimilar  appearaoce  it 
observed  in  ihe  cornea  from  over-disieasion  by  effusion  iaia  the  interior  of 
(he  eye,  aad  wbicli  is  well  kaowa  to  be  removable  by  simply  puDciuring  il, 
and  ihe  transparency  at  once  returns.  The  same  is  observed  also  when  a 
dead  eye-ball  is  pressed  between  the  fingers;  the  cornea  becomea  st  once 
opaque,  its  transparency,  however,  immeaiatelv  returaiog  wheo  the  pressure 
is  removed.  So  with  the  arachnoid,  when  eSiision  eiista  beneath  iL 
and  gives  rise  to  opacity,  we  have  only  lo  make  a  few  punclnres  in  it,  and 
il  soon  regains  its  transparency  if  arising  from  that  cause  ;  if  not,  we  then 
conclude  that  the  membraae  itself  is  thickened,  or  that  there  is  effosioQ  of 
lymph  beneath  it. 

This  appearance  of  opacity  is  not  unfrequently  to  be  observed  at  (he 
inferior  and  posterior  part  of  the  brain  from  the  simple  dependence  from 
position  of  the  liquor  of  Magendie,  (cerebro-spinal  fluid.)'  It  is  easily  dis- 
linguished  from  efi'usioD  of  lymph,  however,  or  opacity  of  the  membrane, 
by  the  above  method. 

It  has  frequently  appeared  lo  us  rather  a  remarkable  fact,  thai  while,  in 
infiammalion  of  serous  sacs  in  general,  we  have  the  serous  efliision  raking 
place  into  the  sac  itself,  in  the  arachnoid,  on  the  contrary,  this  is  ex- 
tremely rare;  and  we  have  been  inclined  lo  attribute  tliis,  partly  to  the  floid 
escaping  when  the  sac  is  opened  into,  partly  to  gravitation  towards,  the  bas« 
of  the  brain,  and  partly  to  imbibition  by  the  subarachnoid  tissue  ;  indeed. 
Ibis  latter  phenomenon  has  appeared  (o  us  of  more  frequent  and  general 
occurrence  than  any  other  pseudo-morbid  phenomenon  which  the  brain  and 
its  envelopes  present. 
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S/iiptnan'i  Report  relating  to  a  caee  of  aUeged  Malpraana? 

A  distinguished  sui^ical  friend  has  kindly  communicated  lo  us  the  fol- 
lowing view  of  the  merits  of  this  case.  It  accords  with  the  sentiments 
almost  univetsally  expressed  on  the  subject.  With  (he  concluding  observa- 
tions, every  one  desirous  of  preserving  the  dignity  and  harmony  of  the 
profession,  cannot  fail  to  accord. 

"My  dear  Sir— 1  have  looted  over  the  'Report  of  the  facts  and  ctrcum- 
siances'  relating  to  a  case,  where  a  man  of  intemperate  habits,  a  patient  of 
a  county  poor  bouse,  has  brought,  by  means  of  a  fund  raised  lor  the  purpose 
by  subscription,  a  suit  for  malpraiis  against  his  attending  physicians. 
These  were  Drs.  Goodyear  and  Hyde  of  Cortland  Co.  N.  Y.,  who  were  dis- 
charged from  attendance  on  the  case,  by  the  aulhoriliei  of  (he  bouse  lo 

'  Ths  cerebro-ipinal  Quid  U  laid  lo  be  nil  ib«orbed  in  iwenly-four  honn.  TTiis  does 
not  coincide  witJl  our  obierTalionB,  we  hiring  ^eaerilly  found  it  in  conaiderable  quiolitj 
st  a  miiob  later  period.  Extravml  irBniudalion,  however,  beglna  to  tEhe  pUco  about 
that  lime,  and  the  Biibanchnaid  eSuaion  and  consequetit  opacity  ia  frequent!;  eailicat 

'  A  Report  or  the  Facts  and  CircumalBncea  relating  to  a  Caao  of  Compound  Fraetari^ 
■nd  Prosecution  for  Mel-praclice,  in  which  Willtim  Smitb  wai  plaintiff,  and  Dta. 
Goodyear  end  Hvde  wera  dercndanla,  at  Corlland  village,  t^rlland  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Marcfa, 
1841,  coDiprieing  BtatementB  of  Ihe  cuib  bj  aeveral  medical  gentlemen,  toeelber  with 
Nolea  and  Comments  on  the  Teatimony.  Bv  A.  B.  Shipcoui,  H.  D.  Svo.  PF>  35. 
CotUandvUle,  1841. 
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make  way  for  Dtb.  ShipmaD,  Carpenter  and  PatteTson.  Id  ihe  change, 
which  called  Ihem  iolo  charge  of  Ihe  case,  the  latter  gentlemeD  appear  to 
hare  had  no  sgPDcy.  The  plaiotifi'  suffered  a  compound  fiaclure  of  the 
lower  part  of  the  leg,  with  protrusion  of  the  bones,  which  were  reduced, 
and  the  limb,  it  appears  to  me,  whs  judiciously  dressed  io  the  extended 
position  bjr  Dr.  Shipman.  The  patient  then  came  under  the  charge  of  the 
(WO  first  named  genilemeo,  who,  as  it  would  seem,  without  sufficient  rea- 
sons, altered  the  p!aa  of  treatmeol,  by  pkcing  the  limb  upoo  a  double 
inclined  plane,  leaving  the  foot  so  unsupported  as  to  allow  it  to  roll  out- 
wards, and  Ihe  end  of  the  tibia  to  protrude,  which  ultimately  became 
necrosed,  aud  the  wound  verminous.  The  immediate  question  of.  medical 
dispute  was  the  propriety  of  amputation  in  this  state  of  the  limb,  10  or  13 
days  after  the  occurrence  of  the  injury;  a  question  which  might  well  be 
considered  doublful  by  judicious  practitioners.  My  own  views,  considering 
the  general  good  condition  of  the  paiient,  would  have  led  me  to  follow  the 
practice  sosuccessfully  pursued  by  Dr,  Shipman  and  his  associates, — excision 
of  the  dead  portion  of  the  bone  and  Ibe  treatment  of  tbe  limb  in  Ihe  straight 
position.  Much  complicated  medical  testimony  was  given,  and  the  case 
terminated  without  result,  the  patient  withdrawing  Ibe  suit. 

It  is  necessary,  perhaps,  that  glaring  instances  of  mai-piaciice  should  be 
exposed,  but  one  cannot  but  regret  to  see  any  medical  question, — and  there 
are  so  many  in  which  men  may  bonestlv  dlfier,^publicly  agilaled  and 
spreading  discord  in  a  profession,  of  wbicli  the  members,  for  the  sake  of 
ine  general  good  and  ibeir  personal  comfoit,  should  live  at  least  on  terms 
of  courtesy,  if  not  of  harmony,  with  each  other.    Yours  truly,  P." 

Coxe  on  the  .Sgaricua  Atrammtariuf.' 
The  veteran  savan,  whose  pamphlet  is  before  us,  has  given  an  interesting 
account  of  this  singular  Agaricus;  the  pamphlet  itself,  and  some  of  the  illus- 
trations, being  printed  with  tbe  ink  derived  fiom  ils  deliquescence.  Dr. 
Coze  first  aoliced  the  fungus  in  September,  1S12,  in  his  garden,  and  shortly 
afterwards,  be  discovered  many  of  the  same  bind  growing  luiurianily  in 
the  grass  in  different  parts  of  Washington  Square,  in  this  city.  The  plant 
generally  begins  to  appear  from  about  ibe  middle  of  August  and  to  its  close, 
and  continues  until  even  the  middle  of  November,  or  later,  unless  frost 
abould  sooner  take  place;  hut  he  has  found  it  ai  earlier  and  later  periods. 

Dr.  Coie  details  experiments  which  he  made  upon  il  with  diJQerent  re- 
agents, and  he  adds : 

"From  several  trials,  I  found  the  ileliqaaied  fluid  well  adapted  to  consii- 
tute  an  excellent  bistie-co loured  ink  for  drawing ;  and/roni  ii  I  had  a  draw- 
ing made  of  ihe  plant  itself,  in  its  different  gradations,  from  the  peifect  and 
recent  cone,  lo  its  expansion  and  perfect  development  of  tbe  iiileriur;  as 
seen  in  the  accompanying  lithographic  plale.  1  was  induced  subsequi.-ntly 
to  try  it  mixed  with  oil,  for  engravings  m  copper,  and  found  it  answer  very 
well.  Il  does  not  answer  so  well  as  a  lithographic  ink;  as.  unless  great 
care  is  bestowed,  sucb  is  its  affinity  to  tbe  water  passed  over  Ine  stone,  that 
the  engraving  is  smeared  by  it.  1  obtained,  hoivever,  some  pretty  good  ones 
by  this  process,  and  from  its  great  indestructibility,  I  think  ii  liliely  that  it 
mny  be  advantageously  employed  in  filling  up  tbe  writing  in  bank  notes  and 
other  papers,  as  common  agents  appear  to  nave  but  little  action  upon  it, 
without  at  ihe  same  time  destroying  the  paper  ilself.  The  principal  diffi' 
cully  will  be  lo  discover  in  what  way  it  may  be  best  cultivated." 

■  A  Brief  Detcription  of  the  Agaricai  Atramenttriai,  with  ■  Slaleincnl  of  lome  of 
ita  (ingolar  Properties  and  t,  lilhographie  view  of  the  Flint  in  its  diffiorent  ehange*. 
Bj  Jofan  Bedinan  Coie,  H.  D.,  8vo.  pp.  13.  Pbiladelphli,  1643. 
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Pain^t  Materia  Medico,^  and  Answer  to  Dr.  Carpenter.' 

The  objects  of  Dr.  Paiae'a  iherapeatical  airaDgemeDt  are  expressed  ia 
the  title  page,  but  more  fully  in  the  preface.  They  are  "First,  To  arraoge 
the  materia  medica  upon  intelligible,  pbyaiulogical,  and  therspeiitickl  prin- 
ciples. Secondly,  To  indicate  the  relatiTe  therapeutic  ralue  of  the  varioa* 
articles,  under  their  difieient  denominations,  by  arranging  them  in  the  order 
of  their  value.  Thirdly,  To  gire  the  student  a  comprehensive  and  ready 
view  of  (he  merits  of  the  various  articles  composing  the  materia  medico, 
aod  of  iheir  relations  to  each  other,  physiologically  considered :  aai^fourihly, 
Id  supply  a  coDreoient  means  of  graduating  the  doses  of  medicines,  Ac,'' 
p.  »i. 

As  an  accompaniment  (o  the  lectnres  of  Dr.  Paine,  the  work  must  neces- 
sarily be  mote  useful  than  in  any  other  relation,  for  in  many  parts  its  brevity 
renders  it  exceedingly  obscure,  and  the  deeypbering  of  the  symbols  occa- 
sions more  trouble  than  the  generality  of  readers  will  bestow  upon  it 

On  the  subject  of  classification  we  are  disposed  to  be  very  toleranl,  for  bot 
few  are  found  to  agree,  and  attempts  at  originality  are  more  apt  to  run  in  this 
direction  than  in  others  of  infinitely  greaief  importance.  We  think,  how- 
ever, that  the  classificatioo  adopted  by  Dr.  Paine  is  exceedingly  unhappy. 
His  classes  are  as  follows :— i:  Anliphlogistics.  2.  Permanent  Tonics.  3. 
Diffusible  Stimulants.  4.  Cerebro-spinants  or  Nervous  Agents.  9.  As- 
tringents. 6.  Uterine  Agents.  7.  Urinary  Agents.  8.  Anthelmintics.  9. 
Errhtnes.  10,  Chemical  Agents.  And  11.  Diet  and  Regimen,  in  a  general 
sense. 

Of  these  classes  we  can  comment  upon  one  or  two  only.  The  class  of 
cerebro-spinants  oi  nervous  agents  is  made  to  comprise,  1.  Narcotics.  2. 
Antispasmodics.  3.  Tetanies  or  cerebro-spino  excitants.  4.  Moto-paraly- 
sants.  5.  Senso-paralysants.  6.  Cetebro-spiDO-depressants.  7.  Doobtfal 
nervous  alterants. 

This  singular  choice  of  names  sufficiently  indicates  the  views  of  ifae 
author  in  regard  to  the  remedial  agents  classed  under  them:  but  we  pre- 
sume he  will  find  few  therapeniisla  to  accord  with  him.  Thus,  under 
Narcotics  he  places  opium  and  its  preparations,  the  preparaijons  of  mor- 
phia, henbane,  laciucarium,  Hoffman's  anodyne  liquor,  hops,  hemlock,  btl- 
ladonna,  stramonium  and  the  lycopus  Virginicua;  under  Antispatmodics, 
all  the  narcotics,  sulphuric  ether,  assnfteiida,  camphor,  castor,  musk, 
acetic  ether,  skunk  cabbage,  cyanide  of  potassium,  cyanide  of  zinc,  fer- 
rocyanide  of  zioc,  valerian,  gaibanum,  tincture  of  muriate  of  iron,  creo- 
sote, cuprosulphate  of  ammonia,  niliate  of  silver,  sulphate  of  zinc,  suL 
phate  of  ct^per,  colchicum,  indigo,  hydrocyanic  acid,  hydrocyanic  eihet, 

'  A  T^erspenlicil  Arnn^mcnt  of  the  MaterU  Medici,  or  the  Materia  Media 
arringcd  upon  phyaiolagicail  principle*,  and  in  Ihs  order  of  the  genenl  practical  tiIm 
which  remedial  agenti  hold  under  their  several  deDDrainationii,  and  in  conformity  *ilh 
tha  phyiioloHcil  doetcinBi  aet  forth  in  the  medieal  and  phyaio logical  oommentarM*. 
By  Martyn  Paine,  M.  D.,  A.  H.,  Author  of  tho  Commentaries  and  of  the  Letlen  oa 
the  Cholera  Aaphyxii  of  New  York,  and  Prof,  of  the  losiilnte*  of  Medicine  and 
Materia  Medica  in  the  Ooiveriitr  of  New  York,  pp.  S71,  Nov  York,  1S43. 

■  Dr.  Paina'a  anawei  lo  Circular  Lcttera  by  Dra.  Carpenter  and  Forbaa,  Ifiom  tb« 
Botton  Mad.  and  Sarg.  Jonrnal,)  Sro.  pp.  8,  Boalon,  1843. 
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inugwoit,  oxide  of  ziac,  oil  of  amber,  cobweb,  Dippel's  animal  otJ,  rue,  and 
oil  of  lurpentioe. 

Our  space  will  Dot  peiinit  ua  to  cite  tbe  agents  beloogiog  to  the  other 
orders  of  ihe  class  cerebio-spiDBDls.  We  may  remark,  however,  tbat  under 
tbe  7lh  order  of  Dotd>tful  nervota  agents,  b;  which  Dr.  Paine  understands 
"agents  whose  mode  of  operation  is  remarki^lf  peculiar,"  he  places  only 
belladonna  and  stramonium. 

As  already  anggested,  tbe  volume  before  us,  with  tbe  aid  of  tbe  exposi- 
tions of  the  author  from  his  chair,  may  be  useful  to  the  siadent:  but  w« 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  it  would  in  no  respect  suit  ourselves. 

In  r^ard  to  tbe  answer  of  Dr.  Paine  to  the  circular  letter  of  Drs.  Car- 
penter and  Forbes,  contained  in  a  former  nnmber  of  this  Jotiraa),  it  may  be 
snfGcient  to  observe,  that  Dr.  Paine  is  induced  to  doubt  Ihe  statement  of 
those  gentlemen — that  Dr.  Carpeoter  is  not  the  author  of  the  review  contain- 
ing The  plagiarism  from  Dr.  ChannJng.  Dr.  Carpenter  distinctly  affirms, 
that  be  did  not  write  it.  Dr.  Forbes  conlirms  this  statement.  This  is 
enough  for  us,  and  we  presume  for  onr  readers,  ll  is  so  regarded  by  eTery 
professional  gentleman,  who  has  spoken  to  us  on  the  snbject.  In  respect 
to  Dr.  Paine's  "Commentaries"  we  wrote  as  we  ihoogbt  in  the  pages  of 
the  Intelligencer.  Some  have  been  less  favourably  impressed,  as  is  evi- 
denced by  the  article  in  the  BritUh  and  Foreign  Medical  Reziew,  which 
has  given  Dr.  Paine  so  much  uneasiness.  We  believe  that  article  to  have 
been  written  in  a  spirit  of  honesty,  aad  with  a  desire  to  do  juslice;  and  it 
would  have  been  wise,  wc  thick,  if  Dr.  Paine  had  so  thought;  or  if  he  had 
thought  olhetwise,  that  he  sboald  have  suffered  the  article  to  be  forgotten. 
For  ourselves,  we  have  always  been  disposed  to  deprecate  replies  by  authors 
to  criticisms  on  tbeir  works.  Ifibc  Review  has  been  just,  do  reclamation, 
especially  if  exhibiting  anger  or  undue  sensitiveness,  is  of  any  avail;  and 
if  ODJnst,  the  public  will  usually  disregard  it.  Dr.  Paine  has  issued  his 
answer,  and  has  hurled  an  additional  missile  at  the  offenders  in  the  preface  to 
his  Materia  Medica,  and  we  would  now  say  of  tbe  controversy,  under  the 
kindest  feeling  to  all  parties,  and  in  the  language  of  the  cenotaph— Ae^t- 
acat  in  •pace. 

Sev)alC$  Pathology  of  DnmkenneM* 
This  letter  is  contained  in  the  first  number  of  the  Enquirer,  a  paper 
established  hy  the  philanthropist,  Mr.  Delavan,  for  Ihe  promotion  of  the  great 
cause  of  temperance.  Professor  Sewall's  remarks  are,  therefore,  not  ad- 
dressed to  the  Medical  profession.  Their  object  is  to  show  tbe  serious 
physical  evils  that  result  from  the  abuse  of  ardent  spirits ;  and  they  are 
elncidaled  by  striking  lithographic  plates— ^rs(,  of  the  appearances  pre- 
sented by  Ihe  stomach  in  its  healthy  state ;  secondly,  of  those  of  the  drunk- 

■  The  Fallioloey  of  DrDnksnneu,  or  the  physical  effect*  of  alcoholic  drinks,  wilh 
drawing  of  the  drunktrd's  alomich.  A  letter  addrcned  to  Edward  C.  OeliTin,  Esq., 
by  Tbomu  Stwtl\,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Palhologj  and  the  Prictica  of  Mediciae,  in  the 
dolninbiui  Collide,  Diilriet  of  Columbii,  fJ.  pp.  13,  Albany,  1841. 
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ard's  stomach ;  tAiVtiljf,  of  those  of  the  same  nfter  a  debauch;  nadfowthiy, 
of  the  same  alier  death  Trom  detiriam  iremeDS. 

The  letler  caonot  fail,  we  ihiak,  of  uakiag  that  irapressioD,  of  which  its 
philanthropic  author  is  desitous. 

Publicatiotu  of  the  Baltimore  College  of  Dental  Surgery. 

Id  a  late  DuoibeT,  we  had  occasion  to  draw  the  favourahle  atteDiioD  of  oar 
readers  to  a  worb  oo  Dental  Science  hf  Dr.  Harris.  Since  then,  we  ban 
received  vol.  2,  No.  I  of  the  American  Journal  and  Ldbrary  of  Dentfd 
Science,  for  September,  1841,  which,  owing  to  some  inexplicable  accident, 
has  been  lyiog  in  the  post  office  for  many  moatha.  This  must  be  oar  apo- 
logy for  not  having  sooDet  complied  with  the  request  of  the  ediiora  as  ei- 
presaeil  od  ibe  cover. 

We  have,  likewise,  received  No.  47,  vol.  1,  of  the  Guardian  of  Health, 
edited  by  Thos.  £.  Bond,  Jr.  M.  D.,  and  Chapia  A.  Harris,  M.  D.,  ■  moothlr 
periodical,  which  cannot  fail  to  farniah  useful  information,  evidences  of 
which  are  manifest  in  the  oumbei  before  us. 

Bui  these  are  not  all  the  recent  emanations— direct  or  indirect — from  this 
active  instiluiion.  A  valedictory  address  to  the  siudeuts  of  the  College  of 
Dental  Surgery  has  been  delivered  by  W.  R.  Handy,  M.  D.,  Professor  of 
Anatomy  and  Physiology,'  which  appears  to  us  well  adapted  for  the  occasioDi 
and  lastly,  we  have  received  the  second  annual  announcement  of  the  Bal- 
timore College  of  Dental  Surgery,  which  containsa  history  of  the  Institution, 
mode  of  insiTuctioD,  terms  of  graduation  and  of  admission,  &c.  &,c.  Where 
ao  much  zeal  and  ability  arc  exhibited,  we  cannot  doubt  ibe  successful  issue; 
and  although  as  a  general  rule,  we  object  to  the  exclusive  pursuit  ofspeeialties 
in  the  practice  of  our  profession,  this  department  has  been  always  so  com- 
pletely separated  from  general,  and  even  from  ordinary  chirurgical  practice, 
that  eveiy  attempt  at  improving  the  condition  of  Dental  Surgery  must  receive 
countenance  and  favour  from  the  philanthropist.  The  Baltimore  College 
has  led  the  way,  and  the  dentists  of  other  places  must  fallow,  or  consent 
to  be  esteemed  laggard  in  the  race  of  improvement. 

Billing's  Firet  Principles  of  Medicine.* 
The  success,  which  this  volume  bas  met  with,  sufficiently  indicates  its 
appreciation  by  the  profession.  Its  main  meiit  consists  in  the  plain,  frank, 
and  able  Tnanner,  in  which  the  author  canvasses  many  of  the  important  piin- 
ciples  of  medical  science.  He  does  not  always  arrive  at  conclusions  that  cor- 
respond with  the  results  of  our  own  investigations,  but  we  do  not  esteem  his 
observations  (be  less  interesting  on  that  occount.  He  properly  esteems  phy- 
aiology  tobe  the  basis  of  all  pathological  studies.  "The  modes,"  he  observes, 
"by  which  students  may  aiittia  a  knowledge  o/  tlu  nature  of  diaea»e,  aRer 


._.  ,_.TBr«iiy  of  London,  &.e.  A,o.    First  American 

London  cdiliDO,  revised  and  improved :  Svo.,  pp.  300,  PhiUd.  1842. 


Bv  Archibald  Billing,  M.  D.,  A.  H.,  Member  nf 
idon,  &.C.  A,c.    First  American  from  the  fiiuclh 
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leainiDg  pbysiology  dt  the  nature  of  heallby  AiDclions,  which  is  attainable  from 
lectures,  are  accurate  observations  of  the  diseases  which  lake  place  in  external 
patia,  as  they^  are  submitted  to  our  senses  in  Cunical  Sdkoeht,  end  in  the 
functions  of  internal  parts  as  met  with  in  Glikical  Medioihe;  and  Morbid 
Anatoht,  the  examination  of  what  is  the  degree  and  nature  of  alleratiou, 
which  has  taken  place  in  the  structure  and  the  seat  of  the  disease." 

The  work  is  well  worthy  the  perusal,  not  simply  of  the  student,  but  like- 
wise of  (he  practitioner.  It  furnishes  materials  for  thioking,  as  well  as  for 
guiding  the  reflection,  of  the  reader;  and  consequently  belongs  to  the  most 
useful  class  of  scientific  productions. 


MISCELLANEOUS  NOTICES. 

On  the  Sounda  of  the  Heart.  By  M.  Cbovcilbieb.— From  his  recent  in- 
vestigalioDS  on  this  subject,'  M.  Cruveilhier  is  led  to  infer,  contrary  to  the 
general  belief,  and  certaiuly  in  opposition  to  our  own  researches,  that  both 
sounds  of  the  bean  are  seated  at  the  origin  of  the  pulmonary  artery  and  the 
aorta,  and  that  they  are  owing  to  the  clackiog  of  the  semilunar  valTes; — 
that  the  first  sound  which  coincides  with  the  systole  of  the  ventricles,  and  the 
dilatation  of  the  arteries,  is  the  result  of  the  elevation  of  the  semilunar 
valves  which  had  been  previously  depressed,— and  that  the  second,  which 
coincides  with  the  dilatation  of  the  ventiicles  end  the  coatiaction  of  the 
arteries,  is  owing  to  the  depression  of  the  semilunar  valves  by  the  refluent 

The  subject  of  the  sounds  of  the  heart  is  ably  discussed  in  the  work  of 
Dr.  Hope,  commenced  in  this  number  of  (he  "Library,"  which  contains,  in 
addition  to  the  experiments  of  European  observers,  those  of  the  able  and 
estimable  American  Editor,  Dr.  Fennock. 

On  the  Ntttritiw  Propertiea  of  Gelatine,  and  other  principles.  By 
M.  MAUENniE. — Acommission,  consisting  of  MM.  Th^naid,  d'Areei,  Dumas, 
Flourens,  Brescbet,  Serrea  and  Magendle,  was  appointed  by  the  Acadfeuie 
des  Sciences  of  Paris,  to  inquiie  into  the  nutritive  properties  of  gelatine, 
— Magendie,  Reporter-  From  this  report  we  extract  the  following  con- 
clusions.* 

First,  We  cannot,  by  any  known  process,  extract  from  bones  an  aliment, 
which,  alone,  or  mixed  with  other  substances,  can  be  substitnled  for  meat- 

Secondly,  Neither  gelatine,  albumen,  nor  fibtine,  taken  singly,  can  nourish 
animals  beyond  a  short  time,  and  tben  very  imperfectly.  In  general  those 
pure  snbstances  soon  excite  insurmountable  disgust,  so  that  the  animal  pre- 
fers doing  without  food  to  touching  them. 

TViirdly,  The  immediate  principles  above  mentioned,  when  artificially 
combined,  are  taken  with  greater  resignation  and  for  a  longer  time  than  if 
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thef  were  separated :  but  in  the  long  run  they  exert  do  beUer  inflneoce  in 
nuirilioD ;  for  sDimaU  which  eat  thetn.  eren  in  large  quaniiliea  uliimatelf 
die  under  all  the  evideDces  of  complete  iDanition. 

Fourthly,  Muscular  fiesh,  in  nhich  gelatine,  albumen  and  fibrine  are 
associated  organicallf,  and  with  other  matters,  as  fat,  salts,  &c>,  are  enough, 
even  io  a  verf  Bmall  quantity,  for  complete  and  proloDged  ngtriiioa. 

Fifthly,  Crude  boDes  have  the  same  advantage,  but  the  quantity  conumied 
in  the  twenty- four  hours  ought  to  be  much  greater  than  in  the  case  of  meaL 

Sixthly,  Erery  mode  of  preparation,  such  as  boiling  in  water,  the  action 
of  chlorohydiic  acid,  and  especially  traosformatioD  into  gelatine,  dimiuisbet 
the  Dulritire  qualities  of  bones,  and  seems  ereii  id  certain  cases  to  abolish 

Seventhly,  The  commission  is  not,  however,  desirous  of  pronotmcing  now 
on  the  employmeiit  of  gelatine,  associated  with  other  aliments,  for  the 
Dourisbmeni  of  man.  Direct  experiments,  in  nhich  they  are  at  this  lime 
actually  engaged,  can  alone  throw  definite  light  upon  this  matter. 

Eighthly,  Gluten  alone  is  sufficient  for  complete  and  prolonged  nutrition. 

Ninthly,  Fatly  substances,  used  alone  as  aliment,  support  life  for  some 
lime;  but  they  give  occasion  to  an  imperfect  and  irregular  nutrition,  in 
which  fat  accumulates  in  all  the  tissues, — at  times  in  the  form'of  oteine  and 
stearine,  at  others  in  that  of  almost  pure  si 

Existence  of  a  Vegetable  in  Porrigo  Favota.  Many  C' 
have  recently  been  made  to  the  AcadSmie  des  Sciences  of  Paris,  to  show 
the  existence  of  a  vegetable,  a  mycoderme  in  the  Porrigo  favosa.  This 
vegetable  seems  to  have  the  shape  of  a  small  tobacco  box,  and  on  opening 
it  the  cavity  is  found  filled  with  granules.  M.  L.  Megnier  is  disposed  to 
refer  many  other  cutaneous  and  mucous  diseases  to  a  vegetable  origin.' 

Phthiai*  Pulmonalif,  with  a  Fittulout  Opening  in.  the  Parielea  of  the 
C3ieat.' — The  following  case,  exhibiting  a  very  rare  complication  of  phthisis, 
deserves  the  notice  of  the  pathologist. 

A  man,  38  years  of  age,  and  who  for  a  length  of  time  had  been  extremely 
subject  to  attacks  of  catarrb,  was  seized  in  May,  1S39,  with  pneumonia  :  this 
yielded  to  active  trestmeot,  but  there  remained  behind  a  dr^  cough,  and  a 
feverish  state,  accompanied  with  frequent  chills.  In  the  beginning  ot  July, 
a  phlegmonous  swelling  made  its  appearance  immediately  below  the  right 
mamma;  it  gradually  increased  in  size,  and,  as  a  fiuctuaiion  became  dis- 
tinctly perceptible,  an  opening  was  made  into  it  and  gave  issue  to  an  enot- 
mous  quantity  of  a  purulo-sanguineous  fluid  of  a  sunocating  odour.  This 
discharge  coutinued  night  and  morning  usually  to  the  atDouQl  of  three  or 
four  ouncen;  the  opening  was  situated  between  (he  fourth  and  fifth  ribs. 

For  three  weeks  there  was  do  reason  to  believe  that  a  commQaie«tiui 
existed  between  the  outward  orifice  and  any  of  the  bronchial  tubes ;  btit,  on 
the  20ih  of  August,  it  was  observed  for  the  first  lime  that  air  escaped  with  a 
bubbling  noise  during  the  act  of  expiration,  and  when  the  paiieot  coughed 
or  spoke.  It  was  easy  to  trace,  by  listening  to  the  direction  of  the  cavernous 
aonjie  which  was  very  distinct,  the  course  of  the  fistula  inwardly.  The 
pectoriloquy  also  was  so  loud  that  it  seemed  as  if  ibe  patient  spoke  directly 

'  Encyclgeraphie  des  Sciencn  Mddieilei,  Sept,  184),  pp.  541,  $45, 
•  MediwtJ^hlrnrg.  En.  Jan.  1S43,  p.  317. 
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into  the  ear  of  the  auscullator.  Two  montha  subieqacntif,  a  tecoitd  open- 
iDg  between  the  fifth  sod  sixth  ribs  was  formed,  and  gare  issue  lo  a  purulent 
discharge  mixed  with  air>  Id  the  first  week  of  December,  the  patient  ex- 
pectorated for  the  first  time  a  small  quaniity  of  pumleoi  sputa.  There  com- 
menced alio  at  this  lime  oooaeiuotit  attacks  of  onhopoffia ;  but  the  breathing 
during  the  interirala  was  not  much  distressed :  the  emaciation  wss  extreme. 
A  remarkable  feature  of  the  case  was  an  exceedingly  constipated  state  of  ibe 
bowels,  with  an  almost  voracious  appetite.  On  the  Qib  of  January,  the  SAh 
rib  was  nearly  exposed  for  about  two  inches  in  extent,  being  covered  only 
hj  a  ffw  pale  granulations;  tbe  quantity  of  the  discharge  by  ibe  wound  con- 
tinued as  before;  but  tbe  expectoration  bad  q^uile  ceased.  The  denuded 
portion  of  the  rib  became  necrosed,  and  was  gradually  detached  in  small 
pieces.    Tbe  patient  died  exbausied  on  tbe  first  of  April. 

(We  suppose  that  a  disseetion  was  not  permitted,  aA  there  is  no  mention 
in  the  report  of  (he  appearance  after  death,) 

Be»arkt.~U  ii  doubtful  wheiher  tbe  formatJoa  of  the  abscess  in  the 
parielee  of  the  chest  was  the  effect  of  tbe  pulmonic  lesion  extending  itself 
towards  tbe  surface,  or  whether  it  was  not  rather  a  sicBultBDeoui  disease 
developed  aecidentHlly  over  the  situation  of  the  cavern  in  the  longs.  The 
oireumstanee  of  no  air  being  observed  to  escape  for  three  weeks  after  the 
openios  of  the  abscess  may  lead  us  to  adopt  the  latter  opinion. — Arckivet 
de  Midecine  Beige. 

We  observe  that  M.  Sacibortki  recently  exhibited  to  the  Ro^al  Academy 
a  ease  in  which  a  tuberculous  excavBtion  of  the  lungs  communicated  with  a 
subcutaneous /oyer.  Tbe  disease,  says  tbal  gentleman,  seems  to  be  conGneit 
to  a  point  of  uie  left  lung  over  the  fourth  or  fifth  rib;  the  respiratory  sound 
being  normal  over  the  whole  of  the  front  of  the  cbest  Over  the  spine  of  the 
clavicle  uid  near  the  root  of  the  bronchi,  aloud  |[urgliDg  noise  is  heard, 
especially  during  the  fits  of  eotighing.  The  pulmonic  ebscess  communicates 
with  the  subcutaneous  cellular  tissue  at  this  part,  and  the  skin  there  is 
observed  to  be  distinctly  lifted  up  during  each  fit  of  coughing.  By  applying 
tbe  band  over  the  part  not  only  nay  this  rising  of  tbe  skin  be  perceived,  but 
a  sensation  of  the  displacement  of  a  fluid  may  also  be  felt.  Compression 
causes  the  swelling  to  disappear,  and  occasioas  a  peculiar  sound  arisiag 
from  the  reUooessioD  of  the  air  and  fluid. — Bev, 

Pharmacy  in  France. — The  School  of  Pharmacy  in  Paris  comprises  five 
titular  professors,  "profaaewa  titulairea,"  and  three  assistant  professors, 
"proftMeura  adjoitttt."  The  other  schools  have  rbree  titular  and  two  as- 
sistant professors.  In  each  school  there  sre  also  associated  assistants, 
"  agregis,"  appointed  for  five  ^ears,  who  take  ihe  place  of  tbe  professors  in 
case  of  their  ansence,  and  assist  at  examinations.  In  the  scbool  in  Paris 
there  are  five  associate  assistants,  and  three  in  the  schools  of  Montpellier 
and  Strasbourg.  The  titular  and  assistant  professors  are  appointed  by  the 
minister  of  public  inatruclion,  from  a  double  list  of  pteseatalione,  made,  the 
one  by  the  School  of  Pharmacy,  and  tbe  other  by  the  Faculty  of  Medicine 
of  the  town  in  which  the  school  is  situated.  Kach  list  of  presentations  con- 
tains the  names  of  two  candidates,  but  tbe  same  candidates  maybe  present- 
ed both  by  the  School  of  Pharmacy  and  by  the  Faculty  of  Medicine.  No 
one  can  lie  named  as  titular  piolessor  who  is  not  a  doctor  in  physical 
sciences,  and  thirty  years  of  age.  The  assistant  professors  ate  required  to 
be  licentiates  in  physical  sciences,  and  twenty-five  years  of  age.  Both  are 
required  to  have  been  admitted  Pharmaciene  in  one  of  the  schools  of  Phar- 
macy. The  associated  assistants  are  to  be  appointed  by  "concoura,"  in  a 
manner  to  be  hereafter  arranged  in  the  council  of  public  mslruction.  To  be 
admitted  to  (be  "  contours."  it  will  be  sufficient  to  produce  the  diploma  of  a 
Pbarmacien  and  of  n  bacoelor  in  physical  sciences.  The  director  of  Ihe 
school  is  to  be  chosen  by  the  minister  of  public  instruction,  from  among  tka 
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titalat  professoia.  He  is  to  be  io  office  for  fire  yeira,  and  is  eligible  for  re- 
eleciioD.  Eacb  school  is  provided  with  a  respoosible  gecretaTy,  chosen  bf 
the  ministeT  of  pablic  instruction,  from  among  the  litalar  or  assistant  profes- 
sors. Tber«  are  also  one  at  more  "preporo/fur*,"  who  mast  have  the 
degree  of  bachelor  of  physical  sciences,  and  are  appointed  by  the  director, 
wilh  the  concnrreoce  of  the  professors.  The  director  appoints  the  officers 
and  servants.    The  instruction  in  each  school,  comprises : — 

IS.rBt  Year.— Physics,  Chemistry,  and  the  Natnral  History  of  Medieinec 

Second  Year. — Natural  History  of  Medicines,  Materia  Medica,  and  Phai- 
macy,  properly  so  called. 

Third  Year. — Toxicology ;  end  in  (he  practical  school,  Chemical  iDd 
Pharmaceutical  manipDlations. 

No  candidale  can  be  admitted  to  an  examination  for  the  title  of  Phanna- 
eien,  who  has  not  obtained  the  degree  of  bachelor  of  letters.  Besides  the 
two  professors  in  medicine  who  are  appointed  to  officiate  at  the  examina- 
tions, three  members  of  the  College  of  Pharmacy  must  also  be  present, 
namely,  two  titnlar  or  assistant  professors,  and  one  associated  aaeistaat. 
The  sladenls  of  the  schools  of  Pnarmacy,  who  have  gained  prizes  at  the 
"  concow*,''  are  eiempted  from  the  fees.  The  amoant  remitted  for  each 
prize  is  lo  be  regulated  by  the  university.  The  names  of  the  sncceasfhl 
students  are  published. 

The  receiptt  and  expenditwe  of  the  Schools  of  Pharmacy  are  carried  l« 
the  national  budget  of  public  instruction.  The  titular  Professor,  in  Paris,  it 
to  receive  a  fixed  anouat  salary  of  4^000  francs ;  in  the  departments  of  3.000 
francs.  The  assistant  Proressors,  m  Paris,  are  to  receive  an  annual  salary 
of  3,400  francs,  in  the  departments  1.500  francs.  The  Director  is  to  receive 
in  addition,  as  a  jointure,  an  annual  stipend  of  1,600  francs,  in  Paris,  and 
1000  francs  in  the  other  colleges.  The  salary  of  the  Secretary,  in  Paris,  is 
3,000  francs ;  in  the  other  schools,  1,500  francs.  The  salary  of  the  Frepaia- 
teurs,  is  1,200  francs.  The  payment  for  attendance  at  the  ^minations  b 
10  francs  for  those  functionaries  who  are  called  upon  to  officiate.  The  same 
is  allowed  to  the  professors,  who  are  charged  with  the  examination  of  herb- 
alists. The  fee  for  the  annnal  certificate,  granted  to  each  student,  is  fixed 
at  36  francs  in  each  of  the  schools.  The  charge  for  examinations  remains 
unaltered ;  for  the  first  examination,  SCO  francs ;  for  the  second,  200  francs; 
for  the  third,  500  franca.  The  expenses  of  operations  and  demonstrations, 
incurred  during  the  third  year,  which  are  defrayed  by  the  candidates,  ate 
fixed  at  SOO  francs,  in  Paris,  and  130  francs  in  the  other  schools. 

The  acquirement  of  the  diploma  of  Bachelor  of  Letters,  will  not  be  re- 
quired in  the  candidates  for  examination,  until  the  1st  of  Febnnry,  1844.— 
Pharmactut.  Tranaactiotu.  Oct.  1,  1841,' 

Clinical  Remarks  on  aome  Culaneou*  Afftetiont. 
By  W.  DinoeoN,  U.  D.,  Fbynciin  to  the  Glugow  InBrmuy.* 
i.  lodurti  of  Sulphur  for  Porrigo. 
Six  cases  are  related.    Two  wilt  suffice  for  ut. 

Cote  1.— Charles  Biggar,  aged  10,  a  vagrant,  was  admitted  on  the  Isl 
February  1B40.  Scattered  over  the  whole  of  the  head  were  numerotis  thick 
gravisb  patches  of  scabs,  which,  when  removed,  left  the  surface  ondernaath 
perfectly  bare  and  shining,  but,  in  a  day  or  two,  numerous  small  pustules 
made  their  appearance,  sccompaaied  witn  considerable  itching.  Tne  erup- 
tion appeared  in  (he  form  of  small  pustules  four  years  ago.    In  this  case, 

■  M*dieo47hir.  Rev,  Jan.  184S,  p.  983. 

■  London  and  Edinbnrf  h  Joornal  of  Medieal  SMsaoe,  No.  19,  and  Med.  Cbk.  Ber, 
Jan.  1843.,  p.  368. 
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the  scabs  were  Snt  Boi^ened  by  the  eoDstaoi  application  of  poultices  for 
two  days ;  the  head  was  then  shaved.  Ad  oiotment,  composed  of  fi*e  naiQi 
of  ihe  bichloride  of  merearf  to  one  ounce  of  aiaoge,  was  tried  from  ibe  9lb 
February  to  the  ISib,  without  any  imprOTement.  The  foUowing  was  theii 
tmptoyed : — 

lodor.  sulphur.        .        .        Bij. 
AzuDgite  .        3ij.    Misce. 

This  ointmeat  was  applied  daily  to  the  headland  in  a  few  days  a  decided 
ameDdmeDt  was  rematbed. 

On  the  Sih  March,  the  followiug  report  was  taken. — Pustules  and  sealec 
are  now  compleiely  gone,  but  there  are  some  bald  patches  on  head  in  the 
siiuatioD  of  eruption;  no  itching;  surface  of  skin  pretty  natnial;  geueitl 
health  good. 

He  was  dismissed  in  a  few  days  afletwardi. 

CoMe  2.— Duncan  M'lntyre,  aged  10,  a  singer,  admitted  30th  December 
1840.  The  whole  head,  particolarljr  the  forehead,  was  covered  with  a  thick 
dry  greyish  while  crust,  Hccompanied  with  itching,  but  without  discharge. 
The  disease  was  of  four  years'  duration,  and  was  represeuled  to  be  of  a 
very  inveterate  kind.  General  health  good ;  bowels  regular ;  tongue  clean ; 
pulse  eo. 

«i.  lodur.  sulphur.        .  Bij. 

Aiungie        ■       .       .       3j>    Misce. 

HA  January  1941,  or  a  fortnight  after  the  use  of  the  ointment,  the  erup- 
tion is  reported  to  be  quite  gone,  and  the  skin  covering  the  scalp  natural  in 
appearance. 

As  a  precautionary  measure,  it  was  continued  until  the  226,  when  he  was 
dismissed. 

Dr.  Davidson  observes : — 

"Poirigo,  in  all  its  forms,  is  ofteu  a  veiy  unmanageable  disease,  and  even 
wben  cured  is  very  liable  to  return.  In  private  practice,  and  in  the  hospital, 
I  have  tried  almost  all  tbe  external  remedies  recommended  by  authors,  bni 
have  found  none  so  efficacious  as  the  ioduret  of  sulphur,  having  repeatedly 
succeeded  in  curing  ihe  patient  permanently  with  it,  after  a  long  (rial  of 
other  age n Is.  At  the  same  time,  it  must  be  remarked,  i bat  the  evidence 
derived  from  the  treatment  of  this  disease  in  an  hospital  is  liable  to  this 
objection,  ihai  tbe  future  history  of  the  case  is  frequenily  lost  sight  of,  and 
there  are  consequently  no  means  of  ascertaining  wnether  or  not  the  disease 

The  1st  and  4th  cases  seem  to  be  examples  of  porrigo  scutulata,  and 
both  had  all  the  appearances  of  considerable  inveteiacT;  and  [  may_  here 
remark,  that  sligbi  cases  are  rarely  sent  to  this  hospital.  This  species  ia 
generally  considered  the  most  difficult  of  cure,  and  even  though  the  ten- 
dency to  pustulaiion  be  removed,  there  is  little  dependence  to  be  placed  on 
this  sign,  until  the  skin  becomes  natural  in  colour,  or  the  hair  is  beginning 

The  2d,  3d.  5lh,  and  6rh  cases  seem  to  be  examples  of  norrigo  favosa ;  the 
yellow  pustules  and  incrustation,  the  felid  discharge,  the  matting  of  tbe 
hair,  and  the  pediculi  are  all  characteristic  of  this  species.  It  is  in  general 
a  moie  manageable  disease  than  the  p.  acuinlata,  and  is  more  under  the 
power  of  (he  ordinary  agents  employed  in  its  cure.  At  the  same  lime,  it  not 
unfrequenily  proves  somewhat  intractable.  In  the  irealraent  of  porriginous 
afieciLona,  the  fallowing  is  a  more  particular  account  than  what  is  given  in 
the  short  hislonr  of  the  cases.  The  head  is  first  well  washed  with  suap  and 
water,  the  hair  is  then  cut  as  short  as  possible  with  scissors,  a  poultice  is 
applied,  and  continued  for  a  day  or  two  if  necessaiy,  to  soften  the  crusts, 
which  being  removed  as  thoroughly  as  possible,  the  hair  is  closely  shaved.  In 
general,  the  ointment  is  not  applied,  until  the  bead  has  been  shaved,  but  if 
pediculi  be  present,  it  is  employed  from  tbe  commencement,  in  Mder 
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speedily  to  eiiiBgnith  theie  vermin.  The  proponion  of  iodnretof  Bulpktn 
employed  has  vaiied  from  30  to  40  grains  to  one  ounce  of  axunge ;  boi,  m 
geaeral,  the  latter  qaantiiy  may  be  safely  used  frcxn  the  beEinniiig,  aaleu 
tbere  be  Eome  unutual  inflammatory  action  prcaeat  g  for  it  seldom  eiciiet 
any  [)Btiicalar  pain  or  irritation.  As  a  general  rule,  the  daily  applicatimi  of 
the  oiotmenl  will  be  sufBcient,  bul,  in  some  cases,  it  is  advisable  to  use  it 
twice  a-day,  in  order  to  fhcilitate  the  cure. 

AlteratiTet,  or  any  particular  interoal  trcatmeiit,  have  rately  been  resorted 
to,  when  the  general  health  was  tolerably  good.  Laiatives  have  occa- 
•ionally  been  prescribed,  and  a  mild  farinaceous  or  milk  diet" 

We  can  speak  from  personal  obserralion  for  the  last  two  or  three  years, 
to  the  merits  of  the  ioduret  of  sulphur  ointment  in  the  treatment  of  porrigo. 
We  have  found  it,  on  the  whole,  more  terviceable  than  any  other  applica* 
tioD.  In  cases  of  porrigo  decalvans  we  have  seen  i:  parttculaily  useful. 
We  employ  il  of  greater  sircoglh  than  Dr.  Davidson  appears  to  do.  One 
dram  of  the  ioduret  to  seven  dtams  of  lard  has  beei  our  customary  formnls, 
nor  have  we  ever  seen  thai  over  powerful. 

a.  Ioduret  of  Sulphur  for  Lepra  <md  P»oria»ia. 
Ca«e.— Margaret  Philliptt.  a^ed  11,  admitted  Uth  January  1841.  The 
extremities  were  covered  with  circular  patches  of  small  shining  white  scales, 
which,  being  detached,  exposed  a  red  and  somewhat  elevated  surface.  The 
eruption,  which  was  confined  to  extremities,  made  its  appearance  in  the 
form  of  small  white  scales,  and  had  existed  for  three  years.  The  paiieni 
slated,  that  it  has  disappeared  three  or  four  times,  after  various  remedies 
had  been  discoDiioued.  General  health  was  pretty  good,  tongue  cleao, 
bowels  regular.     Cap.  aol.  arsenic,  gtt.  vj.  bis  in  dies. 

».  lodur.  sulphur,  gr.  xx.    AinngiEe,  ^j.    Misce. 

App.  ung.  part,  affect,  omni  note. 

Hab.  bain,  ealid.  gecunda  quiqoe  nocie. 
26fA  January.  The  strength  of  the  oinimeni  was  increased  to  40  graiiw 
to  the  ounce  of  axunge.  She  was  completely  cured  by  3d  February,  bat 
remained  in  the  house  for  eight  or  ten  days  longer,  expecting  her  friends 
from  the  conntry  to  take  her  home.  On  the  13tb  February,  she  was  seized 
with  severe  conjunctivitis,  accompanied  with  iritis  of  right  eye,  which  was 
subdued  in  about  a  fortnight;  but  the  lepra  showed  no  symptoms  of  return 
at  her  dismissal. 

Com.— John  M'Lennan,  aged  35,  a  labourer,  was  admitted  19(h  June, 
1841.  ScBtiered  over  trunk  and  exiremilies  was  an  eropiioo,  which  appeared 
about  eleven  weeks  a^o,  in  the  form  of  irregular  slightly  elevated  red  patches, 
on  the  surface  of  which  a  thin  white  scale  rapidly  formed.   Bruption  was  at 
first  accompanied  with  slight  itching,  and  the  scales  being  scratched  off 
were  rapidly  reprodaced.    Around  the  knee  and  ankle  joints  the  patches 
were  more  continuous,  and  the  scales  considerably  thicker  than  over  other 
pans  of  the  body.    When  scales  are  removed,  the  subjacent  surface  is 
smooth,  dry,  and  slightly  inflamed.    He  was  a  patient  in  ward   10,  for  a 
similar  affection,  about  two  years  ago,  when  he  got  well  under  the  use  of 
baibs,  ointments,  dec.    General  heaub  good. 
Hab.  bilo.  tepid,  omni  nocie. 
9-  lodur.  sulphur,  gij.    AxuDgic  gj.    Misee. 
Abrad-  cap.  Hab.  pil.  1.  coloc.  comp.  om.  noct 

The  ointment  was  used  every  nicbt  after  the  bath,  and,  on  the  23d  June, 
the  scales  were  completely  lemoved  over  whole  body,  and  the  prominence 
of  the  red  patches  greatly  diminished. 

25tli, — The  amendment  was  progressing,  bul  a  few  new  papuln,  coveted 
with  very  ibin  scales,  had  appeared  on  lower  extremities,  which  extended 
to  back  and  abdomen,  accompanied  with  itching. 

Com.  ung.  et  balneum.    Hab.  sol.  arsen.  gll.  x,  ter  io  diet. 
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Jub)  8th.— Eruption  almost  gone,  a  few  papain  haT«  appcand  od  abdo- 
tD«D,  general  healih  good. 

July  12th. — Eruption  quite  gone,  a  few  Teddiah  ataias  oa  akin  only  re- 
maiaiog. 

A  case  of  Lepra  Vulgaris  is  given.    It  ia  not  remarkablj'  uiisfactory. 

Dr.  DavidsoD  remarks: — 

"  The  ioduret  of  sulphur  does  not  seem  to  have  so  macfa  power  o?eT  lepra 
and  psoriasis  bb  oTer  porrigo ;  although,  in  my  eiperienoe,  it  has  succeeded 
more  frequently  ihaa  aay  other  agent  thai  1  have  tried,  with  the  eicepiion 
of  hlisleriDg  by  cantharides.  Lepra  alphoides,  being  a  milder  disease  than 
lepra  7ulgaris,  is  more  under  its  influence,  as  well  as  the  milder  forms  of 
psoriasis,  particulaily  in  children;  but  the  species  named  inreterata  would 
prove  somewhat  intractable  lo  this  as  well  as  to  other  remedies,  as  I  had 
occasion  to  witness  in  a  patieot,  who,  although  benefited  considerably,  was 
not  cored ;  he  was  uofortuDately  carried  off  by  fever  before  the  result  was 
ascertained. 

"Three  other  patients  affected  with  lepra  aad  psoriasis  have  been  treated 
in  the  Infirmary  duriDe  last  August;  two  of  them  have  been  completely 
cured,  the  other  is  still  under  treatment,  but  nearly  well;  all  of  them  of 
several  years'  atandiag,  and  having  employed  a  variety  of  medicines  before 
admission.  In  one  of  the  cases,  a  TemBle,  who  had  been  using  large  doses 
of  arsenical  solution  before  her  admiasioo,  which  she  was  obliged  to  lay 
aside,  the  comparative  effects  of  the  ioduret  of  sulphur,  and  the  aceium  can- 
tharidis  were  tested,  the  first  upon  the  lower  extremities,  and  the  second  oo 
the  arms.  From  the  result  of  this  aud  other  trials,  1  am  satisfied  that  the 
latter  it  the  more  powerful  as  a  local  agent  in  this  disease.  The  acet.  canth. 
however,  was  found  too  weak  when  prepared  according  to  the  formula  in 
the  Edinburgh  Pharmacopceia ;  the  proportion  of  caotharides  was  therefore 
doubled.  It  is  proper,  however,  to  state,  that  strong  pyroligneous  acid  was 
alone  used,  without  toe  addition  of  the  acetic.  Some  other  formuls  were 
tried  for  the  purpose  of  producing  ready  vesication,  such  as  an  ethereal  anil 
an  alcoholic  solution  of  cauibandes,  which  succeeded  moderately  well  in 
some  cases;  but  the  speedy  evaporation  of  the  menstruum  seemed  to  pre- 
renl  their  thorough  action.  The  following  preparation,  which  was  applied 
with  a  small  brush,  answered  the  purpose  pretty  well,  viz.  one  part  of 
cantharides  to  three  of  a  mixture  of  equal  parts  of  pastor  oil  and  alcohol, 
especially  when  the  flies  were  suspended  in  the  oil,  as  suggested  by  Dr. 
Leslie,  apothecary  to  the  Royal  Infirmary.  The  following  liniment,  how- 
ever, which  is  a  modification  of  the  Emp.  Canth.  E.  P.,  is  superior  to  any 
E reparation  that  I  have  tried.  It  is  sufficiently  soft  during  warm  fveatber  to 
e  applied  with  a  brush,  but  requires  lo  be  heated  when  the  temperature  of 
the  air  is  low. 

s..  Axang.  01.  Rapii,  P.  Cantharid.  ■  Jj. 

"  Id  order  to  SDCceed  with  either  of  these  vesicating  agents,  the  skin  ought 
lo  be  previously  softened  either  by  means  of  the  warm  bath,  oi  spongmg 
with  warm  water." 

[The  Brandy  and  Salt  so  scornfully  dealt  with  in  the  following  article, 
has  bad  a  fitful  ezislence  widi  us  amongst  tame  of  those  credulous  souls 
who  are  ready  to  embrace  every  folly  of  the  day,  no  matter  how  extravagani 
it  may  be.  There  must  be  some  ittb  to  amuse  the  whale,  and  this  is 
perhaps  as  harmless  as  any. — Eo.] 

Brandy  and  Salt— a  remedy  for  tarioui  th'traaet.  By  J.  H.  Vallahce. 
Price  6d.' — Morison's  pills,  that  Lion  or  Leviathan  of  Allopathy — the  lung- 
etretcher  of  Ely -place — mustard-seed — animal  magnetism — nay  bomceopaihy 
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ilHlf,  Duy  DOW  bid«  tb«ir  diminished  heads.  "BaiintT  and  Salt"  care  all 
diseases,  and  the  remedy  ia  wilhia  the  reach  of  every  iodividual,  from  « 
duke  to  B  duatraan.    There  nerer  was  a  more  iogeoioua  ioveotioa,  a  mote 


felicitous  combioation  than  "brandy  and  salt."  The  brandy  makes  the 
heart  glad— and  tbe  salt  increases  the  thirst  for  more  brandy !  Lacky  inven- 
lioD — especially  for  the  great  promulgator,  who  has  an  extensive  brandy- 
maDufaccory  in  France.  None  but  the  reritable  eau  de  vie  will  have  any 
rirtue  in  combination  with  salt.  Betl'a  and  Bootb's  stufi  are  wone  ihta 
useless— that  produced  in  "  la  fertb  imbadlt,"  by  W.  Lee,  Esq.  is  the  elixir 
viiee  1  Mr.  Vailance  appears  to  be  the  high  priest  of  tbe  temple  of  health  in 
this  country,  and  haviDg  been  euied  of  a  "bad  leg,"  gratefully  proclaims 
tbe  following  joyful  tidings  to  suffering  mortals. 

'"  To  all  who  acknowledge  tbesaperiotendingcaieof  a  Ditike  Providence, 
the  discovery  of  the  remedy  will  appear  as  a  apecial  gift  from  Heaven." 

If  this  be  not  tbe  hcigbt  of  blasphemv  we  know  not  nbat  is  I  The  way  in 
which  Providence  imparted  this  mighty  secret  to  Mr.  Lee,  is  somewhat 
remarkable.  Tbe  estate  of  "  La  Ferle"  was  so  much  over-run  with  mosqui- 
toes, and  these  little  buzzing  animals  were  so  fond  of  English  blood,  that 
tbe  proprietor  had  some  thoughts  of  giving  up  bis  purchase,  and  returaing 
to  his  native  town  of  Leeds.  But,  just  at  this  juncture,  Providence  im- 
parted to  him  tbe  grand  secret — tbe  remedy,  not  only  for  mosqnito  bites,  but 
for  all  the  ills  to  which  flesh  is  heir !  Ml.  Lee  was  too  great  a  philauihropist 
.—and  too  religious  withal — to  let  this  precious  cotamunicaiioD  from  the 
Deity  remain  unproclajnied  to  the  nations  of  tbe  earth.  Tbe  "Leeds 
Mercury"  bad  the  honour  of  heralding  the  glad  tidings,  and   now  tbe 

Eampblet  of  Mr.  Vailance  will  spread  the  "  providential  discovery" — we 
eg  pardon — the  divine  annunciation,  to  the  ends  of  the  earth  1  Messrs.  Lee 
and  Vailance,  bonever,  are  eiireinely  candid  and  honest.  They  franklv 
admit  Ibat  "  brandy  and  salt"  will  probably  fail  in.  rendering  man  immortal, 
by  reversing  tbe  decree — "dust  thou  art,  &c."  Seep.  10.  This  is  a  ''heavy 
blow  and  great  discouragement"  to  the  believers  in  tbe  divine  annunciation. 
There  is  one  coosolatiou,  however,  in  the  fact  that,  where  the  remedy  fails 
to  ward  off  death,  it  will,  at  all  events,  if  freely  employed,  during  lile,  pre- 
serve the  body  afterwards  from  corruption,  and  render  it  of  lilile  use  lo 
anatomists  in  their  dissecting  rooois. 

The  saturated  solution  of  salt  ia  brandy  ("  best  French,"  mind)  is  10  be 
taken  at  6rsi,  in  the  dose  of  a  table -spoonful,  early  in  the  morning,  mixed 
with  water  as  hot  as  can  be  borue  by  (be  mouth  and  throat  of  the  patient 
In  case  of  "  worms  or  paralytic  attacks,"  it  is  to  be  taken  undiluted  !'.  (a 
order  tbarall  the  glory  of  the  remedy  should  be  secured  to  the  proper  owner, 
it  is  strictly  forbidden  to  take  any  oiber  kind  of  liquor  Iban  tbe  ''brandy 
and  salt"  during  tbe  cure.  This  is  a  cunuing  law,  for  the  remedy  will  be 
sure  lo  he  taken  to  the  full  extent  of  the  prescription — "  and  something 
mote" — as  Lord  Lyndhurst  would  say, — during  the  course  of  the  treatment 
We  must  admit,  indeed,  that  there  is  some  modesty  in  Mr.  Vallance's 
pamphlet  For,  while  Mohison  recommended  his  pills  in  all  diseases,  Mr. 
V.  baa  only  culled  out  forty  of  tbe  principal  affliciiuos,  to  which  mankind  is 
liable,  for  the  exhibition  of  "  brandy  and  salt."  Why  be  did  not  throw  tbe 
remainder  of  the  catalogue  into  the  bargain  is  best  known  to  himself— per- 
haps he  did  not  know  tbe  names  of  the  others,  or  found  them  rather  too 
jaw-breaking,  if  he  consulted  (jlood's  Nosology. 

Among  these  "forty  thieves"  which  daily  rob  us  of  the  roost  valuable 
articles  of  our  property — health,  we  find  the  following  culprits  who  are  sure 
to  be  exterminated  by  brandy  and  salt: — viz.  gout,  consumption  !  inflamma- 
tion of  the  lungs,  asthma,  scrofula,  psIpilBiion,  inflammation  of  the  brain, 
cholera,  insanity,  cancer,  "feveia  of  all  kinds,"  paralysis,  tic  douloureux, 
spinal  complaints,  enteiills,  mortification — and  twenty-four  other  grievous 
maladies ! !  A  large  list  of  cases,  cured  of  the  various  diseasea  enumerated 
in  the  pamphlet,  is  published  at  the  end  of  tbe  work.    Mr.  Vailance  naively 
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observes,  ia  conclotioD,  thkl  be  has  beeo  at  contiderable  eipease  id  sdreT- 
tisemeDle,  &c.  to  make  this  remedy  known — "  but  very  few  of  msr  corre- 
tjMndentt  recoliected  to  enctote  a  remittance."  He  therefore  pre  it;  broadlf 
hints  that  h«  will  woik  do  more  gratuitously  for  an  ungraieful  public,  and 
that  those  who  choose  to  apply  to  him  for  liiH  pamphlet,  must  inclose  sii 
"penny  stamps!"  For  actual  advice,  "onb  sbilling"  must  be  forwarded, 
which  is  to  be  carefally  aecared  by  wax  or  wafers,  as  the  money  has  fre- 
qaently  oozed  out,  and  cama  not  to  the  hand  of  the  philaolhroplc  dispenser 
of  a  divine  gift  to  mankind  ! 

While  government  permits,  and  while  a  commanity  swallows  such  gross 
and  unequivocal  charlatannerie  as  this — and  it  is  merely  a  sample — bow 
preposterous  is  it  to  merge  half,  or  rather  three  fourths  of  our  grievances  in 
the  "  counter  practice  of  the  chemist  and  druggist  11" 


Dr.  ffobifuon  of  BaUimore.—We  are  pleased  to  observe  in  a  recent  . 
Baltimore  paper,  a  preamble  and  resolutions  unanimously  adopted  by  the 
Medical  Class  of  the  University  of  Maryland,  in  testimony  of  their  high 
appreciation  of  the  services  of  Dr.  Robinson,  who,  at  the  request  of  the 
Faculty,  undertook  to  assist  Professor  Smith  in  his  anatomical  course.  We 
have  no  doubt  whatever,  that  the  estimable  gentlemao  richly  merited  the 
grateful  tribute. 

Jefferton  Medical  Collegt. — At  a  meeting  of  ibe  class  of  the  JeflersoD 
Medical  College,  ou  Friday  evening,  February  23,  1844.  (At  the  close  of 
the  session.)  H.  W.  Dueachet,  Jr.  of  Pa.,  in  the  chair;  A.  N.  Bell,  of 
Va.,  Secretary. 

On  motion,  Reeohed,  that  a  committee,  consistiog  of  one  from  each  state 
or  territory,  be  appointed  to  draft  resolutions  expressive  of  the  feelings  of 
the  class  in  reference  to  the  present  Faculty  and  arrangements  of  Jefferson 
Medical  College. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  on  the  committee : 

D.  T.  Triles,  Pa.  K.  Brown,  Ohio. 

W.  W.  Sweat,  Maine.  E.  G.  Desnoyers,  Mich. 

E.  E.  Willard,  Mass.  L.  M'Kee,  Iowa  T. 
O.  Sumner,  Conn.  W.  E.  Brown,  Tenn. 
O.  W.  Kellogg,  N.  Y.  H.  M.  Whitaker,  Ky. 
E.  B.  Richman,  ti.  S.  S.  Emanuel,  Miss. 

G.  C.  Jones,  Del.  W.  M.  C.  Shellers,  Ind. 

J.  H.  Miller,  Md.  I.  F.  Von  Bretton,  W.  I. 

C.  R.  Harris,  V«.  F.  A.  Bees,  England. 

G.  1.  Musgrave,  N.  C.  P.  M.  O'Brien,  Ireland. 

R.  W.  Woddrop,  S.  C.  W.  E.  Cook,  Nova  Scolia. 

B.  P.  Rea,  Georgia.  0.  Ayer,  M.  D.,  N.  H. 

L.  Paullin,  Florida.  W.  B.  Jones,  M.  D.,  D.  C. 

C.  F.  Williams,  Ala.  J.  Woolverlon,  M.  D^  U.  C. 
The  committee  reported  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions,  which 

were  adopted. 

Whereas  we  deem  it  our  duly,  before  dispersing  to  oar  respective  homes, 
to  offer  a  just  tribute  to  the  Professors  composing  the  Faculty  of  JeffersoD 
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Medical  Collec«,  aod  to  the  Tery  Tiliuble  course  of  inMractioa  giren  during 
the  past  setsioD.    Therefore: 

Ruolved,  That  we  highlf  appreciate  the  zeal  and  abilltj'  with  which  the 
newly  appointed  professora  have  executed  their  arduous  and  importaat 
duties,  as  well  bs  ihe  marked  and  DDiforin  kindaeu  and  courtesy  exhibited 
by  them  aod  the  other  membera  ai  the  Faculty  on  all  occasiiwa — both  ia 
their  professional  and  private  intercourae  with  us. 

RtMolved,  That  we  deem  (be  weekly  surgical  cliniqaes  instituted  in  this 
College,  together  with  the  Medical  Dispensary  connected  with  the  same,  of 
the  highest  importance  to  the  student,  by  affording  him  the  means  of  obseiring 
and  paTticipaciog  in  an  enensire  medioal  and  snrgical  pnuMica  througboat 
the  year. 

Resolved,  That  we  conaider  the  present  organisatioD  of  Jefferson  Medical 
College  affords,  in  our  opinion,  every  possible  facility  for  acquiring  a  soaad 
theoretical  and  practical  knowledge  of  the  Tartons  branches  of  Medical 
Science. 

Ruolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  reeoloiiont  be  presented  to  the 
Dean  of  the  Faculty,  with  the  request  that  ihey  be  published  in  the  next 
annual  announcement. 


Qwan't  and  Wilton'i  Analomicai  Plate:  By  Pahcoast.— We  are  glad 
to  obserre,  that  Messrs.  Carey  A.  Hart  have  issued  a  pfospeclns  of  this 
expensive  work,— expensive,  that  is,  in  the  original,  costing  upwards  of  100 
doltara— for  15  dollars.  It  is,  in  our  opinion,  the  most  splendid  work  of 
the  hind  that  has  appeared.  Its  authors  are  practised  aod  excellent  anato- 
mists, aod  not  less  informed  in  the  ntions  relations  which  that  impmiaat 
departBoent  hears  to  medical  science  in  general.  The  plates,  in  the  original, 
are  failhfnl  representations  of  the  human  frame  as  exposed  on  diasection, 
and  are  beantifnlly  delineated. 

Such  a  work,  executed  througbont  with  the  same  care  as  the  tithogTapbie 
plates  which  have  been  exhibited  to  us,  and  under  the  anperviiion  of  so  able 
an  anatomist  as  Professor  Pencoatt,  must  be  esteemed  a  cheap  and  mod 
valuable  addition  to  our  slock  of  anatomical  works;  and  we  cannot  doubt, 
that  it  will  be  eagerly  sought  after  by  the  student;  ai  well  as  by  the 
praciilioner,  to  refresh  his  memory  on  important  occasions. 

New  Medical  Journal  in  BogUm.—A  Quanerlr  Medieal  Journal  has  been 
advertised  in  Boston,  to  commence — provided  sufficient  encouragement  be 
received— in  July  next.  The  editorial  department  is  to  be  under  the  care  of 
Dr.  CharleH  E.  Ware  and  Dr.  Samuel  Parkman. 

The  undertaking  has  our  best  wishea;  and  we  «re  salisfted  to  adopt  the 
language  of  the  advertisement— "that  ample  materials,  of  sufficient  iuterest 
and  importance,  exist,  to  support  with  credit  both  a  weekly  and  qtiarrerly 
journal  in  New  Kngland." 
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Aht.  I.— report  of  the  medical  missionary  SOCIETY'S 

HOSPITAL  AT  MACAO,  CHINA,  184IM1. 

By  Wh.  B.  DrvEB,  M.D.,  amd  B.  Hobswn,  M3.,  F.ItC.S. 

[We  hire  been  favoDted  by  Dr.  Direr,  who  bas  recently  returned  to  this 
country,  aod  settled  in  Ohio,  in  the  practice  of  his  proression,  with  the 
following  Report,  which  exhibits  the  advantages  afforded  to  the  Chinese  by 
the  beneroleot  exertions  of  the  o£Scers  of  the  Medical  Missionary  Society  of 
China,  of  which  we  hare  been  for  some  yeara  an  honorary  menibeT.  Whe- 
ther any  other  important  resnlts  are  to  flow  from  the  establishment  of  the 
society  remains  yet  to  seen.] 

In  July,  1838,  the  Society*!  Hoepital  in  Macao,  as  mentioned  in  a  former 
Report,  was  first  opened  for  the  reception  of  palientE.'  It  was  closed  on  the 
5th  of  October  following,  in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  a  medical  officer 
to  take  charge  of  the  establishment.  On  the  1st  of  July,  1839,  it  was  re- 
opened: but,  owing  to  the  extraordinary  events  of  that  year,  it  was  found 
necessary  to  suspend  its  operations  on  the  15ih  of  the  Bubsequeni  month. 
During  that  short  spice,  169  patienia  applied  for  medical  aid.  Although 
medicines  were  administered  lor  some  months  afterwards  to  occasional  ap- 
piicania,  ihe  doors  of  the  hospital  were  not  again  thrown  open  to  receive 
either  in  or  out-patients  antil  August,  1840.  From  that  time,  the  benefits  of 
the  institution  hare  been  conferred,  without  much  inlerruptioo,  on  all  who 
applied.  The  cases  that  hare  come  under  treatment  hare  been  rarioas,  but, 
as  will  be  seen  from  the  subjoined  list,  are  chiefly  sorsical.  A  few  of  the 
more  important  ones  were  admitted  into  the  wards,  and  if  iheir  circumstan- 
ces required  it,  a  small  allowance  of  money  was  granted  to  buy  rice  and 
fuel.  Many  more  would  have  gladljr  availed  themselves  of  the  eonrenience 
the  wards  afforded,  had  it  been  coasidered  expedient  at  the  time  to  receive 
I  hem. 

Of  the  diseases  of  the  eye,  which  form  such  an  etsential  and  important 
class  of  the  maladies  of  the  Chinese,  catarrhal  and  chronic  □phthalmU, 
acute  con janct iritis,  granular  lids,  entropinm,  pterygium  and  trichiaais, 
seem  to  be  the  most  general.  These  ophthalmise,  which  the  nalire  physi- 
cians appear  nerer  to  attempt  to  remedy,  from  neglect  or  irritation,  usually 
excite  a  raricose  state  of  toe  vessels  of  the  conjunctiva,  and  a  thickened 
vascular  condition  of  the  cornea  and  tarsi,  terminating  in  opacity,  lencoma 
and  final  loss  of  rition.    [n  the  catarrhal  and  acute  ophihalmia,  althoogh  the 
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pnctice  of  enploTing  local  BlimulaiiU  is  not  iccommeiided  by  some  high 
anihoritiu  in  ophiDilmic  surgery,  yet  the  ase  of  nitrate  of  ailrer  from  5  to  IQ 
gra.  to  an  ounce  of  dislitled  water,  has  been  found  very  success  fa  I,  joined 
with  Hperientt.  in  their  ireatmeot.  Simng  BolulioDi  hUq  of  sulmcetate  of 
lead,  and  sulphates  of  copper  and  zinc,  have  ptOTCd  of  the  greatest  serrice 
in  (he  chronic  ophthalmia  with  granulaiions  and  opacity. 

Cataaeous  diteaaet  also  form  a  principal  part  of  the  diseases  of  the  Chi- 
nese.  Ptutular  Scabia  affects  ihe  lower  orders  lo  a  grest  eiteat,  and  sl- 
Ifaough  often  formidable  in  its  appearaDce,  is  rapidly  cured  by  the  applica- 
tion of  sulphur  with  some  oxide  of  mercury.  A  similar  kind  of  treatmeai 
hss  been  very  successful  in  curing  Ptoriamt  aitmiMa, 

The  ulcers,  eunmerated;  include  ulcerations  siicceediog  wounds,  injoriei, 
and  other  causes,  affecting  diflereni  parts  of  the  body,  but  chiefly  theinferio 
extremities.  They  are  very  oumerous  among  the  working  classes,  arising 
probably,  from  the  heavy  weights  borne,  a  poor  vegetable  diet,  or  vrani  of 
cleauliness.  Prom  neglect  and  inappropriate  spplicaiions,  tbey  often  be- 
come large  and  indolent,  but  b;  means  of  ablution  and  dressings  of  warm 
water,  esc harotic  solulioas,  or  stimulating  oiaiments,  ibey  speedily  assone 
a  healthy  apnearance.  As  il  is  difficult  lo  obtain  linen,  a  kind  of  paper, 
manufeciured  by  the  Chinese,  which  is  soft,  flexible,  not  easily  rent,  uti 
peculiarly  well  adapted  lo  spread  oiotmeets  upon,  has  been  in  a  great  mes- 
sure  substituted,  and  in  the  place  of  oiled  silk,  oiled  paper  of  a  soperiot 
quality,  also  prepared  by  the  naiives,  has  been  used  wiib  great  adranlage: 
this,  brushed  over  with  a  thin  coating  of  gum  arable,  forms  an  efficient  ad- 
hesive plaster  for  small  wounds. 

August  20lh.— A  native  was  brought  iolo  (he  Hospiisl  with  a  gun  shot 
wound  of  the  thigh,  received  during  the  eneagemeDt  which  took  place  the 
day  previous  between  M.  B.  M.'s  troops  and  Eoe  Chinese  stationed  at  the 
Barrier.  The  ball  entered  the  anterior  and  upper  portion  of  the  thigh,  passed 
close  to  the  femoral  artery  in  a  transverse  direction,  and  lodged  in  the 
adipose  tissue  under  the  skin  on  the  opposite  side.  Ad  incision  was  nude 
over  it,  Bod  the  foreign  body  extracted  without  difficulty.  The  wound  that 
made  was  kept  patulous  for  a  few  days  with  small  strips  of  lint  covered 
with  simple  cerate,  to  allow  of  the  discharge  of  sloughs  which  came  away 
and  left  tne  passage  clean.  Healthy  granulations  formed  j  Ihe  wound  healed, 
and  the  patient  was  discharged. 

September  19ih. — A  man  entered  the  wards  with  a  gnn  shot  woand  of  ihe 
fool,  received  during  the  bailU  of  the  Barrier.  The  ball  entered  the  sole, 
as  the  fool  was  raised  in  Ihe  act  of  running,  and  passed  through',  injuring  in 
its  course  the  small  bones  of  the  instep.' 

The  patient,  upon  being  informed  of  the  true  state  of  the  case;  that,  time 
and  patience  were  requisite  to  allow  an  opportunity  for  core,  expresaed  him- 
self dissatisfied,  and  soon  after  was  removed  by  bis  friends. 

In  April,  a  patient  aged  24,  was  admitted  with  a  gun  shot  wound  of  the 
leg :  he  stated,  that  he  received  Ihe  shot  from  a  Portuguese  soldier,  who 
anspected  him  unjustly  to  be  a  thief.  It  was  followed  by  much  hemoithige 
and  pain.  A  native  friend,  seeing  the  ball  near  the  outlet  of  ihe  would, 
forthwith  by  a  gash  cut  il  out.  About  two  days  afterwards,  he  came  to  ike 
HDS[>ital.  The  ball  had  entered  posteriorly  by  the  side  of  the  tendo  achillii, 
I  wo  inches  above  Ihe  inferior  extremity  of  the  fibula,  leaving  a  round,  ragged 
wound,  and.  comminuting  that  bone,  remained  flaiieoed  and  uneven  at  the 
surface  of  the  wound  in  ironl.  The  incision  which  had  been  made  to  ei- 
tract  it,  was  three  inches  in  length,  parallel  and  close  to  ibe  eoterior  tibial 
artery.  Several  loose  portions  of  bone  were  removed,  warm  water  dressings 
applied,  the  leg  rolled,  and  its  position  fixed. 

The  wound  quickly  granulated  and  healed,  with  the  exception  of  a  siau 
anteriorly,  which  was  kept  open  by  porTioUs  of  loose  bone  still  left  deeply  in 
the  wound.    These  gradually  becomiDg  more  superficial,  were  taken  oat 
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with  little  inJDTT  to  the  soft  parU:  in  a  month,  the  patient  waa  dismiised, 
Ike  leg  being  alntight  and  slroog. 

In  September,  a  boy  aged  1&  from  the  coantr^,  was  admilted  as  a  patient, 
with  three  large  slonghing  ulcers  of  the  leg.  Hia  health  was  impaired, 
and  his  pulae  quick  and  feeble:  Iheiapeutie  agents  were  administered^  aod 
the  ulcers  at  first  poulticed,  and  aAerwards  dressed  with  solutions  of  nitrate 
of  silrer  and  sulphate  of  copper,  and  the  ordinary  Btimalatiag  ointments. — 
but  no  benefit  fallowed  their  use;  on  the  coDtiary,  the  ulcers  assumed  a 
phagedenic  character,  and  attended  with  irritatire  ferer;  other  remedies 
also  eqaall^r  failed  in  checking  the  progress  of  the  ulceration.  Opium,  dis- 
Bolved  iu  nitric  acid  slightly  ailuted  was  now  applied,  and  happily  produced 
an  immediate  change ;  the  deep  sloughs  of  muscle,  nerves  and  Teasels  were 
thrown  off,  and  alfihe  sores  presented  a  healthy  gran»latiog  appearance. 
The  warm  water  dressing,  witFi  the  occasional  nte  ofanlphate  of  copper  in 
solution,  now  speedily  healed  them. 

The  abscesses  usualiv  met  with  are  large  and  chronic.  Those  of  the 
scalp  are  frequent.  Carbuncles,  which  are  so  common  in  hot  climates,  ofieo 
come  under  treatment.  Acute  rheumatism  has  not  yet  been  obier* ed,  but  ,on 
the  contrary,  chronic  rheumatic  pains  of  tbe  joints  and  muscles  are  daily 
seen,  arising  probably  from  the  usual  causes  of  cold  and  damp  in  winter. 

Wounds  and  contusions  hare  been  nuraeroDs :  tome  have  been  seTeie 
from  attacks  by  pirates.  The  chief  character  has  been  lacerated  and  super- 
ficial. 

In  September,  a  man  aged  40,  from  tbe  island  of  Honan,  near  Canton,  en- 
tered the  Hospital,  suffering  ciernciating  pain  from  retention  of  urine.  On 
examining  the  patient,  it  was  discovered  that  he  was  frequently  subject  to 
these  seizures,  but  they  were  of  short  duration  compared  with  the  present, 
which  had  existed  three  days.  The  bladder  was  readily  recognised,  dis- 
tended with  Quid,  and  rising  up  to  the  umbilicus ;  tbe  pulse  quick,  and  coun- 
tenance anxious.  Tbe  urine  was  immediately  drawn  off  by  a  silver  catheter; 
it  was  dark,  of  strong  ammoniacal  odour,  and  exceeded  two  quarts.  The 
next  day  it  was  necessary  to  renew  the  operation,  and,  for  mainr  days  afler- 
waids,  changing  ttie  size  of  the  catheter.  Tbe  prostate  was  fi^re  times  its 
natural  size,  and  the  urine  deposited  large  qnantlties  of  thick,  white  sedi- 
ment, which,  on  examination,  was  found  to  be  chiefly  the  magnesio-phos- 
phates.  Active  purging,  with  the  daily  use  of  the  catneter,  in  three  weeks 
restored  him  to  bis  usual  health  ;  be  returned  subsequently  to  offer  thanks, 
and  continued  well.  As  future  attacks  might  reasonably  be  expected,  a 
silver  catheter  was  made  for  him  at  his  own  expense,  which  he  learned  how 
to  use.  Other  cases  of  retention  from  stricture,  or  enlaced  prostate,  have 
been  similarly  treated ;  with  the  warmest  thsnks  for  the  relief  imparted. 

Two  cases  of  dislocation,  one  of  the  humerus  into  the  axilla,  and  the 
other  of  the  first  phalanx  of  the  thumb  upon  the  anterior  surface  of  the  meta- 
carpal bone,  may  just  be  noticed.  Both  bad  been  dislocated  for  more  than 
six  weeks  when  they  applied  for  admission.  The  first  was  occasioned  by  ■ 
fall  from  the  mast  to  the  deck  of  a  ship,  and  tbe  other  from  a  blow.  In  the 
one  case,  extension  and  counter-extension  were  steadily  maintained  for  two 
hours  and  a  half,  by  means  of  ropes  and  pullies;  and  tbe  other,  for  a  con- 
siderable length  of  time,  and  repeatedly,  by  a  small  cord  fixed  with  a  clove 
"-"-^  •,  but  neither  of  them  could  be  reduced,  though  the  system  was  nau- 


seated by  tarlarised  antimony. 

A  few  interesting  cases  of  thickening  and  deposition  of  serum  in  the  cel- 
lular tissue  of  tbe  leg,  ^leatly  distorting  its  size  and  shape^  have  been  treat- 
ed successfully,  with  stimulating  liniments,  equal  and  contmued  pressure  by 
rollem,  and  saline  aperients.  But  as  soon  as  the  pressure  is  retsoved,  and 
the  patient  begins  to  walk,  the  disease  has  a  tendency  to  return,  and  the  in- 
teguments thicken  and  become  bard,  as  in  elephantiasis. 

Some  cases  of  enlarged  spleen  have  come  under  observation,  bat  too  few 
It  present  to  renaik  upon. 
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From  the  maQf  opponvDitiei  that  have  pTeaentedfiaenminingthaefifcta 
of  opium-smokiag  upon  the  Chinese,  some  altusioa  to  it  may  be  expected. 
It  is  the  unbiassed  coDviction  of  observers,  that  ill  habitaal  use  is  iinurioas 
to  the  health  and  happinees  of  those  addicted  to  the  practice.  Its  ranefal 
inflnence  is  insidioaL  but  ceitaio;  and  its  moderate  indulgence,  if  means 
permit,  lays  the  fouDdalion  for  its  continued  and  increasing  use. 

The  three  cases  of  poisoning,  mentioned  in  the  list,  were  produced  b; 
swallowing  large  doses  of  the  extract  of  opium,  under  the  inBuence  of  ex- 
cited feelings:  two  were  dead  before  remedies  could  b«einplo)red;  theother, 
a  young  female,  tecorered,  haviag  TOtaitcd  the  opium  before  it  could  be  ab- 
sorbed iDio  the  system. 

Further  remarks  upon  the  nature  and  character  of  the  diseases  of  this  and 
the  neighbouring  provinces  will  be  reserved  for  a  fntttre  report,  when  mora 
ample  opportunity  lias  been  afforded  to  form  an  important  and  extended  ana- 
lysis of  them. 


Diteatti  of  the  Eye. 
Catanhal  ophthalmia  .  .  35  Epiphora 
Chronic  ophihalmia   •        .  21     Hypopinm 

Conjunctivitis,  acute  and  chronic   38     Glaucoma 


CaUraet 
Entropiam 
Eclropium 
Granular  lids 


Staphyloma 
Pterygium  . 
Leucoma 
Trichiasis    . 
Amaurosis 


Scabies  . 
Psoriasis 
Lepra 
Impetigo 
Porrigo  . 


Acute  bronefailis 
Chronic  bronchitis 
Hnmoptytis   . 


DiarrhtEa 
Enlarged  spleen 
Inguinal  hernia 


22  Iritis 

16  Nyctalopia 

4  Synechia  posterior 
43  Closure  of  the  pnpil 
35  Loss  of  vision 

8  Diseased  eye-lids   ■ 

5  Conical  cornea    . 
2S  Ptosis 

10  Tumor  of  upper  lid 

15  Enlarged  caruncula 

13  Abscesses  of  lachrymal  sac 

ZHteatet  of  the  Skin. 

97  Herpes    . 

47  Bulls 

7  Ichthyosis 

;  9  Erysipelas 


Duttuet  of  the  CJuet. 

2     Catanh  .... 
17     Asthma       .... 
8     Chronic  laryngitis 

DUeaaet  of  the  Abdomen. 

30     Inguioal  hernia,  congenital 
n„i,:i:._I  hernia,  congenital 


Retention  of  nrtne  from  en- 
larged prostate  or  stricture 
Hydrocele 
Diseased  testis    . 
Phymosis  (congenital)   . 


4  Urobili 
16  Hemorrhoids 

5  Constipation       ... 
4  Gastcc^ynis    . 

Diieaata  of  the  Urinary  Organ*. 

Ulcers  of  prepace  and  glani 
penis 
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DiitoMu  of  ihe 
AmeDorrhcBB  ...  3 

Suppretsio  meDiiam  .        .  2 

General 
Ulcers  .... 
Abscesses 
CarbaacleB   . 
Rbeiitnatism 
Lumbajgo 

IntermitteDt  and   eonlinued 
ferei 

W&ittoe 

iDBftminaiion  of  joints 

Morbus  coxarios     . 

Dislocations 

Fractures        .... 

Necrosis  aud  caries     . 

Ezfoliation  of  the  outer  table 

of  the  skull      . 
Exfoliation  of  llie  tower  jaw 
Anasarca     .... 


Uterint  Syttem. 

Prolapsus  uteri 

InflammstioD  of  pudenda    . 
DieeateM. 

Thickening  of  cellular  tissue 
of  the  leg 

Cachexia       .... 

Diseased  cervical  glands    . 

Varicose  reins 

Enlarged  thyroid  ^and 

iDflammatioD  of  tendo-Acbil- 
lia 

Encysted  tumon  of  the  face  . 

Qangtia  on  tendons    . 

Poisoning  by  taking  a  large 
dose  of  the  extract  of  opium 

Deformity  of  the  bones  of  the 
foo^  from  light  and  irregu- 
lar baodaging 

Anomalous,  or  untteceBsary  to 
name       .... 

VacciDBiions  not  recorded. 


Ophthalmic  diseases 
Cutaneous  diseases     . 
Pectoral  diseases    . 
Urinary  diseases 
Uterine  diseases 
Wounds 


General  Summary. 

343  Contusions  .... 
191  General  and  local  diseases,  not 
75        classified     .... 


Art.  II.— annual  REPORT  ON  SURGERY,  READ  BEFORE 
THE  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS  OF  PHILADELPHIA. 
Bt  Dn.  Parrisb,  Noveuber  2,  ISiJ. 
[From  the  "  Quarterly  Summary  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Collie  of 
Physicians  of  Philadelphia,"— an  old  and  most  respectable  body— we  ex- 
tract the  folloniog  Report ;  and  we  may  embrace  the  occasion  to  express 
our  satisfaction,  that  the  del iberat ions  of  the  Society  ate  to  be  laid  before  the 
profession  periodically.    The  American  Philosophical  Society  has  regularly 
published  its  proceedings  for  the  last  three  years ;  and  the  Academy  of 
Natural  Sciences  has  done  the  same  for  a  shorter  period.    Both  Societies 
are,  we  beliere,  highly  impressed  with  the  adraulages  of  a  course,  which 
has  been  found  so  serviceable  to  the  true  interests  of  science  elsewhere ;  aod 
we  are  satisfied  that  the  experiment  cannot  but  be  successful  in  the  ease  of 
the  Institution  whose  first '  Summary'  is  now  before  us.] 

In  presenting  the  Aonaal  Report  on  Surgery,  the  writer  mnst  plead  bis 
recent  appointment,  and  the  absence  of  any  precedent  to  guide  him  in  the 
preparation  of  such  a  report,  for  the  defective  manner  in  which  the  duty  is 
accomplished. 

Wilboul  attempting  to  enter  into  minute  details  of  the  various  new  ideas, 
and  improvements,  wliich  the  retrospect  of  the  past  year  might  furnish — be 
will  merely  nttempi  briefly  lo  aketch,  some  of  the  more  importatit  feiturei 
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which  mark  the  preBcnl  em  of  Surgical  Science.  Aad  first  it  may  be  stated, 
as  a  general  remark,  that  the  prtwress  of  the  scieuc?,  ia  some  of  its  depart- 
meots,  has  been  remarkably  rapid  within  the  past  few  years — not  a  few  novel 
operations  have  been  devised,  which  have  aoded  greatly  to  tbe  resources  of 
the  art,  aod  have  tended  to  elevate  it  in  tbe  scale  of  importance.  A  gredaal 
advaace  is  also  apparent,  in  tbe  principles  which  regulate  tbe  treatment  of 
sot^ical  diseases. 

The  office  of  inflammatioD,  as  a  means  of  repairing  injuries,  or  in  other 
words,  the  distinciion  between  inflamniBtieD,  ag  a  destructive  process,  and 
as  a  means  of  cure,  appears  to  be  now  generally  uuderslood  and  appreciated. 

Tbe  necessity  of  counteracting  the  sudden  impression  produced  bf  Tiolent 
injuries,  by  tbe  use  of  opiates,  stimuli,  and  other  appropriate  cDnstiiufioual 
measures,  is  also  generally  conceded — as  well  as  the  importance  of  support- 
ing the  system,  by  nuiiitious  diet  and  tonics,  doling  tbe  process  of  repara- 
tion, in  extensive  surfaces. 

Opium,  as  a  means  of  allaying  pain,  is  also  rery  generally  employed  in 
the  treatment  of  surgical  cases  and  before  operations;  the  dread  of  its  stimu- 
lating properties,  once  sogeaeral,  having  nearly  passed  away,  at  least  wiibin 
tbe  sphere  of  our  inquiries. 

Simplicity  of  dressing  and  apparatus  in  the  management  of  wounds,  frac- 
tures, &c.,  seems  to  be  preferred  to  complicated  contrivances ;  tight  band- 
aging is  less  employed  than  formerly  j  while  rest  and  position  are  more 
urgently  insisted  upon. 

Much  attention  has  recently  been  devoted  by  surgeons  to  the  constitutional 
treatment  of  surgical  diseases,  and  many  improvements  have  been  intro- 
duced, which  have  rendered  a  resort  to  painful  and  mutilating  operations 
less  frequent.  The  scrofulous  affections  of  the  glandular  system,  which 
form  a  large  class  of  tumours,  as  welt  as  diseases  of  the  joints,  and  other 
punions  of  the  body,  are  treated  with  more  certainty  of  success  than  for- 
merly. The  introduction  of  iodine  and  its  preparations  has  been  supposed 
by  many  to  have  contributed  greatly  to  this  result.  Without  controverting 
this  point,  it  may  perhaps  be  affirmed,  that  the  more  rational  and  compre- 
hensive views  which  prevail  in  reference  to  the  influence  of  hygienic  mea- 
sures in  counteracting  the  lendencv  to  scrofulous  diseases,  and  m  averting 
tbeir  progress  when  ^rmed,  have  had  a  most  salutary  effect  upon  the  prac- 
tice. Much  discussion  still  prevails  in  reference  lo  the  treatment  of  syphilis. 
The  mercurial  and  non-mercuria!  practice,  as  applied  to  primary  chancres, 
have  each  powerful  advocates,  and  many  facts  ate  adduced  in  corroboration 
of  both  systems. 

The  advocates  of  the  latter  method,  are  said  to  be  fining  ground  in 
France  and  England,  and  not  a  few  are  to  he  found  in  this  country.  In  the 
treatment  of  secondary  symptoms,  we  believe,  however,  that  mercury  it 
cautiously  employed  by  both  classes  of  practitioneis. 

Tbe  publications  of  Ricord  of  Paris,  on  this  subject,  have  exerted  a  pow- 
erful influence  on  modern  opinion,  both  in  Europe  and  in  this  country. 
This  surgeon  has  devoted  himself  with  peculiar  assiduity  to  the  investiga- 
tion of  the  nature  and  treatment  of  syphilis.  His  opportunities  for  this  pur- 
Eose  have  been  ample,  and  perhaps  it  may  be  said,  unsurpassed  by  any  of 
is  contemporaries.  He  has  charge  of  a  large  venereal  hospital,  with  an 
average  number  of  150  patients,  besides  many  out-door  patients,  together 
with  a  very  extensive  private  practice  in  this  olass  of  aflections.  The  opi- 
nioDS  of  such  a  man  are  certainly  deserving  of  marked  attention ;  and  we 
cannot  more  appropriately  carry  out  the  intentions  of  the  present  Report, 
than  by  presenting  a  brief^ abstract  of  them,  as  derived  from  an  intelligent 
medical  friend,  Dr.  Lang,  who,  but  a  few  months  since,  enjoyed  the  advan- 
tage  of  instruction  from  this  eminent  teacher. 

M.  Ricord  divides  syphilis  into  three  classes  of  symptoms,  viz.:  the  pri- 
mary, the  secondary,  and  the  tertiary.  He  has  ioconlesiibly  ehown,  by  ino- 
culaiton,  that  ofthese  symptoms  the  primary  alone  are  contagious,  the  others 


parish's  Annual  Report  on  Surgerp.  183 

being  capable  of  beiog  trensmitted  by  iobeiitance  aloee.  The  primary 
Bymptom,  chancre,  in  some  or  ila  forms,  ougbt  oerer,  according  to  Mr-  R.'a 
■yslem,  to  be  aiUcked  by  mercury  ia  any  form,  but  should  be  treated  by 
local  means.  Should  the  palieol  apply  to  the  sutgeoo  within  the  first  five 
days  of  the  existence  of  the  chancre,  be  should  attempt  its  destiuction  by 
cauterisatioD,  which  should  be  as  deep  as  prudent,  in  order,  if  possible,  to 
convert  the  chancre  into  a  simple  ulcer.  If  he  does  not  succeed  in  this,  or 
if  the  disease  has  existed  a  longer  time  than  that  menlioned,  he  should  at- 
tempt, by  ffequenc  superficial  cauterisations,  and  dreesings  with  aromatic 
wine,  gradually  lo  modify  its  surface^  and  in  this  way  he  will  usually  cause 
the  ulcer  lo  heal  without  any  constiluiional  infection.  Mr.  R.  thinks  the 
chances  of  secondary  disease  are  much  increased  by  the  administration  of 
mercury.  '  The  reasons  he  gives  for  this  are.  that  mercury  has  a  powerful 
antiplastie  effect,  and  thereby  prevents  the  nealiog  of  the  chancres,  and 
moreover,  thai  it  stimulates  the  absorbents  to  carry  the  virus  into  the  sys- 
tem. M.  Ricord  asserts  that  there  is  no  aulbentie  case  on  record  of  a 
chancre,  destroyed  within  ifae  first  five  days  of  its  existence,  giving  rise  to 
coaatiiuiional  symptoms.  Under  the  bead  of  chancre,  are  of  course  includ- 
ed those  ulcerations  which  follow  the  opening  of  virulent  buboes.  Nothing 
is  of  greater  importance  in  the  treatment  of  chancre,  than  frequent  dressings, 
a*  ihe  pus  acts,  If  allowed  lo  .remain,  as  a  permanent  cause  of  disease ;  the 
dressings  should,  therefore,  be  renewed  three  or  four  limes  a  day,  or  even 
oltener,  according  to  the  sbuudance  of  the  suppuration. 

In  the  regular  uncomplicsted  chancre,  the  local  treatment  usually  suf- 
fices, but  should  it  hare  a  tendency  to  become  indurated,  the  --'—-■--  '— 


quenily  prevents  cicatrisation,  ana  even  if  it  does  cicatrise,  the  induration 
remaining,  the  patient  cannot  be  considered  as  cured.  M.  Ricord  considers 
the  induration  as  an  evidence  that  the  conslilulion  has  become  affected,  and, 
in  order  to  prove  this,  he  frequently  leaves  a  large  number  of  those  in  his 
wards  who  are  affected  with  indurated  chancres,  without  genetal  treatment, 
and  sooner  or  later  the  secondary  eruption  makes  its  appearance,  although 
in  many  cases  the  chancres  had  healed,  leaving  the  induration  which  only 
yielded  to  the  treatment  for  the  secondary  affection.  If  ibis  position  of  M. 
Ricord  be  true,  and  it  would  seem  to  be  ao  from  his  experiments,  it  is  easy 
to  account  fur  the  assertion  of  Hunter,  that  every  truly  syphilitic  chancre 
must  be  followed  by  the  general  infection  unless  treated  by  constitutional 
remedies.  As  Mr.  Hunter  considered  the  iuduialed  chancre  as  the  only 
one  truly  syphilitic,  he  and  M.  Ricord  are  of  the  same  opinion. 

The  phagedenic  chancre  is  a  varieij  which  Mr.  R,  has  found  the  greatest 
difficulty  in  curing.  He  says  that  he  has  known  it  to  last  foi  ycais  without, 
however,  ever  giving  rise  (o  the  secondary  disease,  unless  it  has  become  in- 
durnted,  which  he  considers  a  fortunate  thing,  as  it  will  then  vield  to  the 
general  treatment.  During  the  time  Dr.  Lang  was  attending  the  Hospital, 
there  were  several  phagedenic  chancres  in  Mr.  R.'s  wards,  which  bad  re- 
sisted every  kind  of  treatment  usually  emnliiyed,  some  of  ihem  had  lasted 
from  six  to  eight  months.  Having  heara  something  of  the  ireaimenl  of 
chancres  by  the  tincture  of  iodine,  he  determined  to  apply  it  in  these  cases, 
and  he  was  delighted  to  find  that  wilbuul  exception  they  all  improved  under 
its  use,  and  in  a  very  short  lime  were  all  cured.  This  led  him  lo  make  a 
syitematie  course  of  experiments  on  the  use  of  this  prepataliou  in  chancres 
in  general;  his  results  did  not,  however,  show  any  particular  efficacy  in 
cases  of  common  chancre,  but  where  ibere  was  any  tendency  lo  a  phagedenic 
character  its  employment  was  followed  by  the  happiest  results. 

Secondary  Symptoms.  The  secondary  symptoms,  according  to  M.  Ri- 
eord's  division,  includes  all  that  well  known  class  of  diseases  of  the  skin, 
ttnd  mucous  merahianes  of  the  mouth,  nares,  &a.  which  closely  follow  the 
primary  affection,  such  as  msculous,  papulous,  squamous,  and  pustulous 
eruptions,  mucous  tubercles,  dec.  dec.  d.c.  When  the  chancre  becomes  iii- 
durateil,  he  thinks  it  a  sufficient  evidence  of  the  contamination  of  the  eonati- 
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ratioD,  and  immediately  eommeoces  (he  mercurial  ireatment,  united  to  ifce 
use  of  Budorifica,  panlcularif  Hrsaparilla,  which,  however,  he  ihioks  bai  bat 
tittle  effect,  aod  he  only  girea  it  on  accoant  of  the  rulgar  mejndr  ~  '~~ 
favoui.     The  form  of  mercury  that  he  prefers  for  iDiernal  adminisi 


the  proioidide,  which  he  gires  in  pills,  coniainiDg  one  grain  each.  He  com- 
mences hj  one  pill  evety  evening,  and  gradual);  increases  if  he  finds  ibai 
the  dose  is  not  sufficient;  never,  however,  incTcasiDg  as  loog  at  the  patient 
is  benefited  by  the  dose  he  is  giving.  SBlivaiion,  he  thiokg,  should  by  all 
means  be  avoided,  and  if  the  month  becomes  affected,  the  remedv  should  be 
suspended,  to  be  recommenced  when  the  salivation  is  cured.  In  additioa 
to  ine  general  treatmeBl  in  the  mucous  tubercle,  M.  Ricord  uses  a  wash  of 
the  solution  of  chloride  of  soda  (Labarraques)  and  then  sprinlilea  the  tuber- 
cles with  dry  calomel ;  he  considers  this  as  a  truly  specific  treatment,  and 
usually  cures  the  local  symptom  by  it  ia  thecourseof  a  fortnight.  Id  syphi- 
Ihie  intis,  with  the  mercury  should  be  used  antipblt^istica,  t«IUdanDa,  and 
in  fact^  all  Ihe  remedies  used  in  the  same  disease  when  not  dependent  upon 
syphilis.  Opium  is  much  nsed  by  Mr.  R.  wherever  there  is  irritability  or 
paiQ  accompanying  any  symptom. 

Ttrtiary  Symptoms.  This  class  of  symptoms  is  generally  developed 
very  long  after  the  primary  disease ;  some  of  the  cases  occur  even  after  the 
lapse  of  twenty  or  thirty  years.  The  most  c»mmon  tertiary  symploms  are, 
deep  sealed  tubercles  otthe  shin  and  mucous  membranes  ^syphilitic  lupus), 
osteocopic  pains  (syphilitic  rheumatism),  periostitis^  osteitis  and  its  conse- 
quences, caries  ana  necrosist  nodis,  &c.  &.c.  M.  Ricord  says  that  the  mer- 
curial treatment,  which  is  of  little  use,  and  often  even  hurtful  in  the  primary 
disease,  during  (he  period  of  progress,  becomes  a  powerful  agent  as  soon  as 
the  induration  commences,  and  snows  its  greatest  efficacy  when  the  charac- 
teristic secondary  affection  is  at  its  height,  again  losing  in  a  great  measure 
its  curative  properties  iu  the  tertiary  symptoms.  The  medicine  which  he 
considers  as  specific  in  this  class  of  symptoms  is  the  iodide  of  potassium, 
and  in  many  of  the  symptoms  it  has  effected  a  most  rapid  cure.  Frequently 
Dr.  Lang  baa  seen  patients  enter  the  Hospital,  who  had  suffered  for  months 
the  most  intense  agonies  from  syphilitic  rheumatism,  rendering  sleep  almost 
impossible,  and  who,  by  the  use  of  this  medicine,  have  generally  been  re- 
lieved in  the  sboK  space  of  four  days,  and  generally  within  a  week.  Ano- 
ther of  the  symptoms  in  which  it  has  appeared  to  be  particularly  beueScial, 
is  the  deep  ulceration  of  the  throat  which  follows  the  submucous  tubercles 
of  this  part,  and  so  frequently  carries  away  a  great  part  of  the  soft  palate. 
The  progress  of  these  ulcers  is  generally  stopped  iu  the  course  of  two  weeks, 
and  they  then  speedily  heal.  M.  Ricord  usually  commences  with  this 
medicine  in  the  dose  of  thirty-six  grains,  and  increases  it  eighteen  grains 
about  every  four  days,  provided  its  effects  are  not  produced.  His  mode  of 
administering  it  is  in  solution  of  hop  tea  made  with  an  ounce  of  hops  to  the 
pint  of  boiling  water,  which  ia  allowed  to  infuse  for  four  hours;  he  then  adds 
thirty-sis  grains  of  iodide  of  potassium,  which  is  taken  in  the  course  of  * 
day.  The  only  effect  produced  by  the  medicine  besides  the  cure  of  the 
disease,  is  an  increase  in  the  appetite  of  the  patient.  In  a  few  rare  cases  it 
will  produce  a  little  gastric  irritation  or  a  diarrhtea,  and  the  dose  should 
then  be  lessened.  It  is  used  in  all  the  tertiary  symptoms  with  great  bene- 
fit, but  in  those  which  I  have  mentioned  its  efiecis  are  surprisingly  rapid. 

There  are  some  cases  of  constitutional  syphilitic  disease,  which  cannot  be 
classed  either  with  the  secondary  or  tertiary  symptoms,  but  partake  of  the 
character  of  both:  these  eases  are  most  advantageously  treated,  according 
to  Mr.  R.,  by  combining  Ihe  mercurial  treatment  with  that  by  the  iodide  of 
potassium. 

During  the  past  year  several  new  operations  for  the  cure  of  deformities 
have  been  introduced  amongst  us. 

Much  atleniioD  has  recently  been  bestowed  upon  this  branch  of  Sui^gery, 
especially  in  Germany,  where  the  operations  referred  to  hare  originated— 
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and  10  imponaDt  ar«  the  raaalts  of  ihese  inTutigationa  deemed,  that  tb« 
relief  and  cure  of  deformitiea  baa  been  erected  into  a  apecialitf  ander  tba 
name  of  Orthoepedic  Suigerf. 

The  divisioB  of  leodoos,  muscles,  and  fascJEe,  ia  now  exiensirelf  prac- 
tised in  cases  where  mechBnicai  measures  alone  have  heretofore  been  relied 
on.  Many  cures  are  reported  as  havio^  been  performed,  in  the  aeveral 
Tariecies  of  talipes  or  club  foot,  by  division  of  teodons  which  it  is  thought 
urould  have  resisted  mecfaantcal  means,  or  would  have  been  a  much  loaget 
time  under  Irearment,  if  Iruated  to  these  means  alone.  On  the  other  hand, 
it  has  been  asserted,  ibac  a  propeitv  constructed  apparatus  will  accomplish 
all  the  ends  which  the  division  of  the  tendon  can  eSect,  in  a  period  equally 
short,  and  with  leas  injury  to  the  limb.  Without  hazarding  the  expression 
of  an  opinion  on  this  subject,  it  may  safely  be  asBetted,  thai  much  of  the 
evidence  on  both  sides  of  the  question  laclfs  that  certainly  and  phisolophi- 
cal  accuracy  which  should  distinguish  medical  testimony. 

Cases  have  been  reported  as  cures,  long  before  sufGcieni  time  had  elapa- 
ed,  for  the  ordinary  operations  of  nature  to  effect  those  changes  in  the  form 
and  of  the  limb,  to  adapt  extensive  surfaces  which  bad  been  distorted  from 
birih,  to  such  a  condition,  as  could  alone  justify  us  to  pronounce  the  case  as 
cared. 

Many  surgeons,  charmed  with  the  novelty  and  simplicity  of  the  opetaiioB 
of  dividing  a  tendon,  and  delighted  with  its  immediate  effects,  hare  been  led 
into  hasry  reports  of  success,  which  perhaps  their  more  mature  consideia- 
tion  would  scarcely  justify.  It  ia  by  time  and  more  enlarged  observation 
alone,  that  the  value  of  this  operation  can  be  tested,  and  that  its  claim  to  be 
ranked  amongst  the  improvements  of  Surgery  can  be  established. 

The  method  of  operating  now  eenerally  pursued  whs  devised  by  Stro- 
eoeyer,  of  Hanover,  and  is  certainly  both  safe  and  ingenious.  The  opera- 
tion of  dividing  the  tendo  achillia  is  not  new  ;  it  was  first  performed  under 
the  direction  of  Thilenius,  an  Italian,  in  1784,  and  was  repealed  by  Saio- 
rius,  Delpech,  and  Sttomeyer.  The  latter  surgeon  has,  however,  been  chiefly 
iusirumental  in  awakening  general  attetilioo  to  it,  and  in  extending  the  cure 
□f  other  deformities. 

Dr.  Delmold,  formerly  of  Hanover,  now  of  New  York,  was  amonest  the 
first  who  operated  in  this  country,  and  by  his  repoit  of  cases  published  in 
the  American  Journal  of  Medical  Science,  for  May,  1838,  the  e 


American  surgeons  was  geoeially  awakened  to  the  subject.     From  that 

Ertod,  to  the  present  time,  the  operation  has  been  extensively  practised,  both 
re  and  abroad,  and  many  reports  of  its  results  have  been  puMIshed. 
The  division  of  muscles  has  been  practised  in  the  deformities  of  the 
lower  extremity,  besides  club-foot,  as  also  in  that  distressing  affection  called 
wry -neck. 

Another  operation  which  baa  excited  a  very  general  interest,  is  that  re- 
cently demised  by  ihe  celebrated  Betlia  Professor,  Dieffenbach,  for  the  cure 
of  strabismus. 

The  account  of  this  operation  reached  ua  about  the  middle  of  the  past 

¥!ar,  since  which  period  it  has  been  practised  in  a  great  number  of  cases, 
he  results  are  said  lo  be  most  gTBtifyiog.  and  the  tatlures  rare.  The  tes- 
timony afforded  upon  this  subject,  has  also  been  of  a  doubtful  character, 
many  cases  having  been  reported  through  the  newspapers  and  other  unpro- 
fessional channels,  before  sufficient  time  had  elapsed,  lo  lest  the  actual  re- 
sults of  the  operation.  From  reports  which  can  be  relied  on,  however, 
there  seems  to  be  no  doubt  that  some  cases  of  strabismus  have  been  cured, 
and  (hat  the  operation  may  be  ranked  among  the  improvements  of  modern 
Surger^r;  whilst  it  is  equally  true,  that  its  indiscriminate  application  to  all 
cases,  IS  absurd  and  highly  detrimental  lo  the  best  interests  of  science. 

It  is  also  to  be  remarked,  that  the  short  period  which  baa  elapsed  since 
the  introduction  of  the  operation,  does  not  enable  us  to  judge  with  precision 
of  the  ultimate  effects  which  tke  divisioD  ofoneormoremoscleaor  tite  eye 
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mar  '>B'c  "Poo  (t>«  actioQ)  or  the  tmI.  May  not  tbe  diTiaJon  or  the  iaternal 
lectus,  for  inctance,  produce  a  tendency  to  evenion  of  the  efe-ball,  under 
the  action  of  the  opposing  muscle,  long  after  the  immediate  effecta  of  the 
operation  have  passed  over  7  It  is  said,  (bat  this  result  has  occurred  in  tome 
insiances.  How  far  it  is  to  be  apprehended  in  other  cases,  time  alone  most 
determine. 

We  shall  notice  one  other  operation  of  still  more  modern  date^  being  the 
product  of  the  present  year.  We  allude  to  the  operation  for  atamroering, 
also  devised  b^  the  Berlin  Professor,  Dieffeobach.  This  consists  of  an  in- 
cisioD  carried  completely  through  tbe  longae  at  its  rooL  Three  methods 
are  described  by  the  Professbn  First:  The  transverse  horizontal  dirision 
of  the  base  of  tongue.  Secondly:  The  subcutaneous  transverse  division, 
leaving  the  mucous  covering  undivided.  Thirdly:  The  horizontal  division, 
with  excision  of  a  wedge-shaped  portion  of  the  tongue.  All  of  ihese  methods 
were  experimented  upon,  and  the  last  alone  considered  as  adequate  to  the 
end  in  view. 

When  we  consider  the  extreme  vaiculaiity  of  the  tongue,  together  with 
tbe  great  difficulty  of  arresting  bemorrhage  issuing  from  it,  we  need  not 
wonder  that  extensive  operations  upon  this  member  have  ever  been  regard- 
ed by  surgeons  in  a  serious  light,  and  justifiable  only  in  cases  where  the  life 
of  the  patient  is  in  jeopardy. 

It  is,  therefore,  truly  surprising,  that  an  operation  so  formidable  aa  titat 
under  consideration  should  be  attempted  for  the  relief  of  a  defect,  extremely 


inconvenient  and  distressing,  it  is  true,  but  not  injurious  to  tbe  health  of  iha 
individual.  A  defect  too,  which,  in  a  laree  proportion  of  cases,  is  dependent 
apon  habit,  or  upon  peculiar  states  of  mfod/and  is  to  be  remedied  by  a  pro- 


tracted system  of  mental  and  moral  discipline,  with  appropriate  vocal  exer- 
cises, rather  than  by  a  resort  to  so  dangerous  an  expedient. 

The  inventor's  own  estimate  of  the  dangers  of  the  operation  are  thus 
stated :  "  It  can  never  be  perlbrmed,"  says  be,  "  by  any  one  who  has  not  the 
temperament  of  an  operatori  the  hemorrhage  must  bold  all  othen  at  a  res- 
pectable distance.  Toe  extent  and  importance  of  the  operation,  tbe  possible 
danger  to  life,  or  loss  of  tbe  tongue,  through  a  want  of  skill  in  the  assistaals, 
who  may  tear  it,  when  so  nearly  separated,  or  from  mortification  or  ulcera- 
tion of  Us  connecting  isthmus — these  are  contingencies  rationally  to  be 
feared,  and  which  must  he  carefully  weighed  beforehand." 

And  yet,  with  these  "  rational  fears"  before  him,  the  Professor  hesitates 
not  to  recommend  the  operation,  and  surgeons  of  eminence,  in  France  and 
England,  are  rash  enough  to  act  upon  the  suggestion,  even  at  the  risk  of 
human  life.  And  this  too,  when  tJie  results  of  the  operation  are  doubtful, 
and  before  sufficient  time  has  elapsed  to  pronounce  with  certainty  opon 
them.  No  account  of  the  operation  of  Dienenbach  having  been  performed 
in  this  country  has  reached  us,  and  we  hope,  for  the  honour  of  Ameiicao 
surgery,  that  no  respectable  operator  will  attempt  it. 

Id  hinting  thus  brieBy  at  the  several  new  opeiatioDs  introduced  for  the 
cure  of  delormities,  we  cannot  withhold  the  expression  of  sincere  regret, 
that  this  department  of  surgery,  which,  however  useful  in  its  place,  is  still 
subordinate  to  the  higher  aims  of  the  science,  which  consists  in  the  core  of 
those  various  surgical  diseases,  involving  the  life  or  limbs,  without  a  resort 
to  the  knife,  should  be  magnified  into  undue  importance,  and  seized  upon  by 
the  unprincipled  and  ambitious,  aa  a  meanr  of  exciting  popular  attention 
towards  themselves. 

Within  tbe  past  few  years,  the  records  of  Surgery  have  been  defaced  by 
the  most  extravagant  accounts  of  the  success  of  tendon  cutting,  and  other 
operations  to  cure  deformities.  Take  the  following  beading  as  an  example: 
"  Subcutaneous  section  of  forty-two  muscles,  tendons  or  ligaments,  practised 
the  same  day,  on  the  same  person,  to  cure  a  general  articu la*,  deformity,  by 
M.  Jules  Guerin,  of  Paris." 

Cases  have  been  reported  as  cures  long  before  sufficient  time  had  elapsed 
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to  ^roDoance  them  hi  sdcIi,  accordiDg  to  the  fixed  caoea  of  natnre  and  the 
legitimale  deductions  of  reason.  TbuE  it  ia,  that  the  confidence  of  ihe  pro- 
iesaion  on  medical  testimoDjr  is  weakened,  and  Ihe  permaneni  progress  of 
the  science  is  impeded. 

We  cannot  close  this  subject,  without  a  brief  allusion  lo  several  noTel 
operaiioDS,  which  have  orisinated  io  our  own  citjr,  altbough  they  do  not  be- 
loag  to  the  particular  period  under  review. 

We  shall  first  designate  Che  operation  of  Dr.  Rhea  Bartoo,  for  the  cure  of 
a  most  distressing  deformity  of  the  lower  eitreniily,  from  inflammation  of 
the  knee  joint,  resulting  in  anchylosis.  This  operation  has  excited  the  ad- 
miration of  surgeons  both  here  and  abroad,  and  may  well  be  ranked  among 
the  recent  briliianc  triumphs  of  surgical  skill;  it  consisted,  as  is  generally  . 
known,  in  excising  an  angular  portion  of  the  osofemris,  a  few  inches  above 
the  knee  joint,  the  apex  of  ihe  triangle,  being  on  the  lower  surface  of  the 
bone,  and  ibe  continuity  of  its  shaft  being  preserved  by  a  ibin  ledge  of 
bone,  which  was  left  untouched. 

Tbe  loss  of  Ibis  triangular  piece,  presented  of  course  two  cut  surfaces  of 
bone,  and  a  considerable  vacuity,  increasing  in  width  from  the  apex  to  Ihe 
base  of  the  Uiangle ;  these  two  surfaces  were  now  gradually  approximated, 
and  as  tbey  approached  each  other,  the  leg,  which  was  bent  at  right  angles 
with  the  (high,  was  extended  ;  union  between  the  bony  surfaces  took  place, 
and,  as  it  progressed,  ihe  limb  was  placed  in  a  position  occasioning  the  least 
deformity  and  incoovenience  lo  Ihe  patient,  and  enabling  him  lo  use  it  with 
facility,  tor  all  the  purposes  of  locomotion. 

We  do  not  attempt  here  an  accurate  description  of  the  operation,  but 
must  refer  (be  Fellows  lo  tbe  American  Journal  of  Medical  Science,  in 
which  a  full  report  of  (be  case  will  be  found. 

A  most  ingenious  operation  for  the  cure  of  recto  vagi dhI  fistula  baa  also 
beeu  devised  by  the  same  surgeon,  within  a  short  period,  for  an  account  of 
which  we  must  refer  to  tbe  same  Journal. 
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Rqmrts,  ^.  on  Iiuane  Asylums, 

We  have  received  interesting  and  valuable  reports  from  some  of  ihe  ex- 
cellent  establishments  for  the  Insane  in  this  country ;  and  by  the  kindness 
of  a  phitanthrophie  friend,  who  has  recently  visited  England,  we  have 
been  favoured  with  the  excellent  work  of  Jaeobi  and  the  Annual  Reports 
of  tome  of  (be  Lunatic  Asylums  of  Great  Britain ;  each  of  which  merits  a 
passing  notice. 

We  have  or(eD  bad  occasion  to  remark— in  the  pages  of  this  Journal  and 
elsewhere— on  the  signal  success  which  has  attended  the  skilful  and  bene- 
volent exertions  of  those  under  whose  direction  difiereni  insane  institutiooa 
of  our  country  are  happily  placed,  and  although  doubt  may  exist  in  regard  to 
some  of  the  sialialical  details  that  have  been  laid  before  ihe  public  from  lime 
to  time  by  too  enihusiasiic  superintendents,  the  number,  capable  of  being 
restored  to  reason,  when  placed  at  an  early  period  under  appropriate  treat- 
ment, is  BO  considerable,  that  our  ancestors— «  hundred  years  ago— if  per- 
mitted to  revisit  (his  earth— would  be  compelled  to  esteem  ibe  sutementt 
absolutely  incredible. 
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The  first  raport  to  vhich  we  shall  draw  BtteotioD,  is  that  of  the  Patn^ 
vatiia  Hospitai  for  the  Insane, '  which  is  drawn  up  bf  the  able  Phyaiciu 
of  the  lasiitDtion,  Dr.  Kirkbtide.  It  is  a  pari  of  (he  citf  Penosylraiiia 
Hospital,  and  is  a  aobJe  establish  men  t,  elected  on  (he  we3(eiD  itide  of  the 
Schaylkill  for  the  reception  of  the  Insane  exclnsivelf.  Tlie  Report  beibt* 
us  containt  a  detailed  account  of  the  operatians  of  the  new  hospital  during 
the  year  1841;  and  to  it— as  being  the  first  Report — is  prefixed  a  shon 
sketch  of  its  history,  buildings,  nnd  organisation.  Of  the  latter  we  can  only 
Bay,  that  tbey  are  admirably  adapted  for  the  purpose,  and  pertonal  obsem- 
tioD  enables  us  (o  depose  to  the  excellence  of  the  medical  and  ecoHomieal 
management.  A  beantiful  riew  of  this  capacious  and  imposing  >nractar«  b 
prefixed  to  the  Report. 

The  number  of  patients  admit(ed  during  the  yeai  was  176 ;  of  (hese  there 
were  discharged  or  died  61,  and  115  remain. 

Our  space  will  not  permit  us  to  do  more  than  extract  Dr.  Kirkbtide's  ja- 
diciouB  remarks  on  the  interesting  subject  of  "Res(niBt"  in  the  (reaiment 
of  patients. 

Although  our  improved  accommodations,  and  iacreased  facilities  for 
controlling  the  Insane,  have  enabled  us,  in  many  cases,  to  disjMnae  with 
means  of  restraint  that  had  previously  been  deemed  necessarv, — it  is  a  plea- 
sant refieciioii,  that  none  but  those  of  the  mildest  character  hare  for  a  long 
period  been  employed  in  the  Peonsylrania  Hospital. 

The  ^ear  1792,  which  witnessed  the  noble  labours  of  Pinel,  in  striking  off 
(he  chains  ol  the  maniac,  and  abolishing  the  abuses  which  existed  in  ihe 
French  asylums, — was  also  the  period  at  which  members  of  the  Society  at 
Friends  in  England,  united  in  establishing  the  "  Retreat"  at  York,  which 
has  since  been  so  justly  disiioguished,  and  from  which,  soon  aAer  its  foun- 
dation, emanated  a  code  of  moral  treatment,  which  eren  at  (his  day  can 
hardly  be  surpassed. 

From  the  active  interest  felt  in  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  by  members 
of  the  same  religious  body — the  mild  and  rational  system  pursued  at  the 
Retreat  was  soon  adopted  in  the  former  institution,— long  indeed  before  ■ 
reform  was  more  than  thought  of,  in  many  »f  the  establishments  of  a  simi- 
lar kind  in  Great  Britain. 

[i  is  on  this  account  that  we  are  not  able  to  present  such  a  striking  pic- 
ture of  abuses  corrected,  and  of  reforms  introduced,  as  have,  in  other  places, 
within  a  few  years,  been  brought  before  the  notice  of  the  public.  In  Penn- 
sylrania,  during  a  long  period,  these  abuses,  and  the  imposition  of  violent 
nnd  uncalled  for  means  of  restraint,  hare  been  confined  to  the  jails  and 
alms-houses  of  the  Commonwealth ;  and  their  existence,  eren  there,  baa  ex- 
acted from  the  Legislature  a  provision  which,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will  ere  long 
place  all  the  poor,  and  the  so  called  criminal  insane,  in  accommodations  (M 
a  superior  order,  and  where  only  the  most  enlightened  Ircatmeut  will  be 
pursued. 

Simple  seclusioD  in  chambers  propetly  secured,  has  been  resorted  (u  dot^ 
ing  the  past  year,  in  by  fat  the  greater  nnmber  of  cases  that  hare  appeared 
to  require  restraint  of  any  kind.  In  others,  leather  wristbands,  secured  by  a 
belt  around  the  body,  or  mittens  of  the  same  material,  or  of  canvass,  have 
been  employed,  in  rare  cases,  withasoA  band  about  the  ancles,  and  two  pa- 
tients have  occasionally  been  kept  on  their  beds  with  much  advantage,  by  an 
apparatus  also  of  leather,  but  admittinE  of  much  freedom  of  motion. 

The  so-called  "  iranquilising  chair"  has  not  been  seen  in  oat  wards,  mr 

>  Report  ofthe  pGnniyliBDu  Hospital  for  the  Inwae,  for  the  resr  1841,  with  ■  Sketch 
oTiuHiMory,  Boildinga,  and  Organisation.  By  Thocnai 8.  KirkbridOi  H.PiRiysi. 
dan  to  the  InsUtotion.    6to.  pp.  46.    PhiladelphU,  1S4I. 
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is  the  moff  or  Etratt-jacket  bdiod^  oar  regular  means  of  leatraint.    The  lai- 
ewasuaed  io  Iwo  caaea—oDlf  becaase  in  oar  ■miei;' to  pre- 


vent a  dependence  upon  apparatus  for  restraining  violent  patients — we  nad 
little  sent  from  itie  old  Hospital ;  and  as  it  happened,  at  that  time,  there  was 
nothing  but  the  jacket  that  could  be  nsed  for  these  individaals. 

With  the  exceptions  just  indicated,  no  species  of  personal  restraint  has 
been  resorted  to,  but  those  previously  meutioned — and  of  these  the  use  has 
been  comparatiTely  rare.  For  nearly  three  months  after  opening  the  house, 
not  an  article  for  restraint  was  used  in  the  Hospital.  We  have  frequently, 
during  a  vfbole  fortnight,  had  a  family  of  mote  than  one  hundred  patients, 
without  any  kind  of  restraint  upon  the  person  of  a  single  individusl-'-not 
more  than  two  or  three  confined  to  their  rooms,  and  not  more  than  half  a 
dozen  who  were  not  ahle  to  take  their  meals  in  the  dining  rooms,  at  tables 
regularly  furnished  with  crockery,  knives,  -forks,  and  glasses. 

From  this  freedom  of  action,  and  from  these  indulgences,  we  have  found 
nothing  but  advantage,  and  encouragement  to  promote  still  less  dependence 
upon  restraining  apparstns,  as  a  means  of  controlling  the  Insane.  To  saVB 
the  attendants  trouble  or  Isbonr  is  never  admitted  as  a  reason  for  itsappli- 
cation,— the  positive  benefit  of  the  patient  is  the  only  one,  that  is  sound  or 
justifiable,  except  under  very  peculiar  circumstances. 

We  allow  restraint  lo  be  allowed,  only,  by  order  of  one  of  the  physiciana 
— and  even  the  seclusion  of  a  patient  is  to  be  promptly  reported. 

We  have  not  dispensed  with  all  restraining  apparatus,  because,  under 
some  circumstances,  mild  means  of  thekind  are  much  less  annoying  to  the 
patient,  and  eSTect  the  object  in  view  with  less  irritation  and  more  certainty, 
than  the  coostant  presence  of  even  the  best  instructed  attendants. 

The  great  objection  to  the  employment  of  restraint,  and  ibe  positive  injury 
produced  by  it,  does  not  come  so  much  from  its  application,  as  from  its 
abase,  by  being  too  long  continued.  Restraint  or  simple  seclusion  may  be 
required  for  a  week  or  a  day,  or  it  is  possible  that  a  single  hour  will  be 
more  beneficial  than  either; — and  it  ought  never  to  be  forgotten,  that  when 
either  ceases  To  be  useful,  from  ibai  moment  it  becomes  positively  injurious. 

It  is  to  this  too  long  continued  seclusion  and  restraint,  we  fear,  that  we 
are  to  attribute  the  targe  number  of  chronic  patients  that  are  met  with,  to- 
tally careless  of  their  persons,  end  with  habits  the  most  disgusting. 

In  this  institution  we  have  found  upon  releasing  patients,  whose  hands 
bad  been  in  mufis  for  months  or  years,  that  they  necame  less  careless  of 
their  persons — improved  in  their  general  behaviour,  and  more  cleanlv  in 
tbeir  habits.  Two  patients  who  had  been  chained  in  distant  countries,  nave 
never  required  restraint  of  any  kind  ;  several  who  were  represented  as  dan- 
gerous have  regularly  gone  to  the  table,  and  used  knives,  forks,  and  glasses, 
without  aecidetit  of  any  kind ;  and  constant  attention,  night  and  day,  has 
Dearly  cured  some  of  the  had  habits  which  had  been  of  such  long  continu- 
ance as  almost'  lo  preclude  the  hope  of  amendment.— p.  36. 

The  Report  is  drawn  up  with  great  care  and  commendable  caution,  and 
although  Dr.  Kifkbride  dwells  properly  on  the  importance  of  the  Insane  being 
placed  as  early  as  possible  under  appropriate  management,  there  ia  no  at- 
tempt, by  plausible  statistics,  to  establish  an  astounding  per  cenia^e  of  cures. 
There  is  reason,  indeed,  to  believe,  that  these  statistical  evidences^,  so  often 
afforded,  are  fallacious  when  closely  inquired  into,  and  that  it  mnst  always 
be  a  matter  of  difficulty  to  fix  upon  the  exact  ratio  of  recoveries.  Patients 
are  detained  in  most  institutions  only  so  long  as  their  friends  desire,  aodare 
oflen  withdrawn  before  the  question  of  curability  can  be  settled.  A  most 
erroneous  inference  might,  therefore,  be  deduced  from  a  simple  inspection  of 
the  numerical  statements  of  admissions  and  discharges.  This  has  been 
properly  animadverted  upon  by  Dr.  Eirkbride,  and  also,  we  are  informed— 
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foi,  b;  som«  accideot,  the  RepoTt  of  th«  put  jeai  has  not  reached  ns — by 
Dr.  Bell,  the  stipetio  ten  dent  of  the  CharlestonDr  Mass.  lostitntioD  for  tfaa 
loaane. 

The  Report  of  ihe  Trualeea  of  the  Stale  Lunatic  Asylum  ofJfew  Ywi' 
is  especially  valuable,  as  comainiag  a  brief  acconnt  of  the  varioas  Insane  ea* 
tablishments  in  the  United  States,  and  the  views  of  iheir  medical  officers  in 
regard  lo  treatment,  &e.  Compiiaed  in  replica  to  leltersad  dressed  to  them 
by  the  Trustees  of  the  New  York  Asylum. 

The  document  before  us  contains  in  addition  to  a  short  and  sensible  Re- 
port of  the  Board  of  Tmsiees— '  A  system  of  rules  and  regulations  proposed 
for  the  State  Asylum  ai  Utica,  1842,'  at  the  head  of  which  they  place  the 
excellent  remark  of  Jacobi,  as  a  motio:— "  TTie  vhote  tyslem  of  moral  treat- 
ment of  the  Insane  may  be  summed  up  in  tv>o  -words,  kindness  and  ehplot- 
ifENT.'?  To  this  are  appended  statistical  lables  of  the  number  of  Insane  in 
the  United  States,  and  in  Ihe  Stale  of  New  York,  especially.  The  appen- 
dix, which  forms  more  than  two  thirds  of  the  document,  is  chiefly  formed  of 
the  description  of  tbe  chief  asylums  in  the  United  Slates  before  referred  lot 

The  Report  is  a  useful  addition  to  Ihe  library  for  future  reference  in  re- 
gard to  the  condition  of  the  chief  lunatic  asylums  of  the  country,  and  theez- 
iating  views  in  regard  to  the  management  of  this  unfortunate  but  interesting 
class  of  onr  population. 

The  Reports  of  Dr.  Woodward,  and  of  the  excellent  Institution  of  which 
he  is  Ihe  saperinlendant,  ■  biro  done  much  to  awaken  altenlion  in  this  coun- 
try to  tbe  importance  of  a  better  management  of  the  Insane,  and  to  the  erro- 
neous DoiiuDS  which  at  one  time — and  even  at  a  very  recent  period — prevailed 
in  regard  to  them.  Tbe  present  Report  exhibits  all  the  ardour  and  eotbo- 
siasm  that  characterise  its  predecessors,  aad  ia  an  important  contribaiioo  to 
the  medical  hisiory  of  Insanity. 

In  the  course  of  the  past  year,  there  were  in  the  Hospital  3d9  patients;  at 
the  commencement  of  tbe  year,  336,  admitted  in  the  conrse  oi  the  year,  163; 
remained  at  the  end  of  the  year,  232  :  of  these  last,  S3  weie  cases  of  lest 
duration  than  one  year,  and  199  of  longer  standing.  Of  16?  cases,  dis- 
charged from  the  Hospital  during  the  year,  63  were  cases  of  less  duratioa 
than  one  year;  63  recovered  ;  2  improved,  and  4 died.  Of  99  discha^d, 
which  were  of  longer  duration  than  one  year,  30  recovered,  34  improved ;  37 
were  discharged  as  harmless  and  for  want  of  room,  and  8  died. 

The  Report  of  the  County  Lnnatic  Asylum  at  Hanwell,  Middlesex,  Bog- 
land,'  comprises  tbe  Report  of  tbe  skilful  and  benevolent  physician— Dr. 
Conolljr— -who  has  the  medical  charge  of  it  Like  the  Reports  of  oor  ova 
excellent  instiiuiions,  it  contains  tables  of  the  causes,  dko.  of  the  malady  in 

■  Slate  of  New  York,  No.  30.  In  Senate,  Jic.  IS,  1B12.  Report  of  the  T^niteM  sf 
Ihe  Slata  Lanilic  AitIuiii,  with  the  documents  sccampoDjing  ^i\e  nme,  parauuit  W 
the  Act  of  Ihe  Lerislatore,  |>aH«d  May  IG,  1841.    8ro.  pp.  333.    Albanv,  1S42. 

*  Ninth  ADDualReport  of  the  TruatMtoftbe  State  LuDstic  Hospital  at  Worento, 
Dec.  1641.    Svo.  pp.102.    BoHon.  1S49. 

■  Tha  Filly.GfUi  Report  of  Ibo  Viiiiing  Jasaoea  of  the  CooBtv  Lunatie  Aavlm  at 
HaoweU.    Small  Bvo.  pp.  133.    London,  IStO. 
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the  diffeienl  paCienU  under  (teatment,  of  whom  213  were  admitted  in  the 
yearendiDg  September  30,  1340. 

The  second  part  comprises  the  Tiews  of  the  auperiiiteDdaDtas  lothegene- 
r&l  management  of  the  Insane,  which  are  the  resalt  of  enlarged  observation 
and  rare  philanthropy.  Dr.  GonoUf  is  well  known  «i  the  energetic  adro- 
CBte  of  ihe  system  of  non-restraint 

To  this  eicelleat  charity  is  attached  the  "Q^een  Adelaide  Fund,"'  which 
waa  iDBtitttted  with  the  view  of  assisting  those  who  are  discharged  tiom 
the  Institution  cured,  and  whose  condition  is  generally,  under  such  circum- 
stsDcea,  in  the  highest  degree  destitute.  From  the  Report  of  a  Comiailtee 
DOW  before  us,  it  appears,  that  in  the  year  1840,  the  stock  of  this  fund 
amounted  to  4000  pounds. 

The  Report  by  Mr.  Tuke,  of  the  Retreat  near  York,  England,*  is  chiefly 
of  a  bnsiness  character.  It  coniaioa,  howeTei,some  tables  of  the  admissions, 
recoveries,  &.c.  since  the  time  of  its  iostiiutioa.  The  average  number  of 
Insane  residents  during  the  year  1840-41,  was  91.3.  The  average  of  recove- 
ries per  cent,  of  the  admissions  from  1796  to  1841,  is  estimated  at  &0.35,  the 
mean  annual  mortality,  at  4.60  per  cent. 

The  work  of  Dr.  Jacobi*  is  excellent,  and  oaghl  to  he  in  the  hands  of  every 
one  who  is  concerned  directly  or  indirectly  in  the  management  of  the  iDaane. 
We  were  already  familiar  with  the  author's  excellent  article,  Irrenantlalten 
in  the  19ih  vol.  of  the  Encyclopltdi$chtt  WOrterbuch,  dtr  medicinischen 
Wiaaemchaflen.  (s.  63.  Berlin,  1839,)  and  aie  glad  10  observe  his  views  are 
expanded  in  the  work  before  us. 

The  introductory  observations  by  Mr.  Tuke  are  likewise  full  of  interest. 

Bell  on  Regimen  and  Longevity.  * 
The  atithor  of  Ihe  volume  before  us  has  been  long  known  as  a  writer  on  the 
important  subject  of  HygiSae;  and  most  of  bia  adopted  views,  we  sppre- 
hend,  have  already  met  with  (he  support  of  his  professional  brethren.  On 
one  subject  only,  many  maybe  disposed  to  decline  accompanying  him  so  far 
as  he  goes — we  mean  the  temperaoce  cause — which  we  think  he  not  only  at 
this  lioie,  hot  always  has  been,  disposed  to  push  to  ultraism.  We  may  be 
ia  error,  but  It  appears  to  us  that  the  great  cause  which  Dr.  Beli— and  every 
philanthropist  must  be  with  him — has  at  heart,  is  injured  by  this  course  ;  and 

1  A  List  of  the  Sabrcriberi  to  the  Queen  Adelsida  Fund,  for  the  Relief  of  Ihe  Deiti- 
tote  Inuna  on  Uieir  Diieharf  a  from  the  Hanwell  LnoBtic  AijluiD,  dec  &c.  Small  Svo. 
pp.  SB.    Loodon,  1840. 

1  State  of  an  Inalitulion  near  York,  called  the  lUtreat,  fbr  Feraont  afflicted  with 
Dieorden  of  Iha  Hind.    ISoio.  pp.  16.     York,  1841. 

*  On  the  C^oalrDction  and  ManaEement  of  Hoipitala  fbr  Ihs  Issine ;  with  i  Paili. 
eular  Notice  of  the  Inatttulion  at  Siegburg.  B;  Dr.  Maiirailian  Jaeabl,  tranalated  bf 
Joha  Kilching.  With  Introdactory  ObMTvatioDB,  &o.  By  Samael  Take.  8to  ^ 
300.    London,  1841. 

*  On  ReffiowD  and  Lonnritj  i  oomprisinr  Materia  Alimenlaria,  National  Dialetle 
Uaagea,  and  the  InSuenceof  Citilintisn  on  Haaith  andlbe  Dnrationof  Life.  Bv  John 
Bell,M.D.,  Lectnrei  on  Materia  Medica,  Fellow  ofthe  Cdlwe  of  Phjaiciana  of  PhiU- 
delphiaiMemWoTtha  AnieriaMPbilaaophicalSoGietV,  &«.£«■  ISnMpB.4S4.  FbiU< 
ddplii«,iei3. 
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(hat  there  is  moTe  daoger  from  the  effort  to  prove  too  mocb,  than  from  Imt- 
ing  the  ar^ment  even  to  a  certain  degree  imperfect. 

Of  tbe  mpral  and  phfiiealeriUresaltiiigfrom  the  a&weof  alcoholic drinki 
no  one  can  he  more  coDvJneed  (ban  oaraelTeii ;  bat  we  hare  yet  to  be  nti>- 
Ged,  that  their  prudeot  nee  mast  always  be  iDJnrioni.  Dr.  Bell  affinns  that 
'  ihey  are  not  necessary  for  health ;  but  the  same  may  be  said  of  nnmeroiii 
other  irticleB  of  the  materia  alimentaria.  Id  some  of  their  forms,  they  cer- 
tainly add  to  man's  pleasure  and  enjoyments,  and  hence  we  esteem  it  bat 
naiurat  that  he  should  have  recourse  lo  ihem  under  prudential  restrietitHH^ 
and  believe  that  they  can  only  be  injurious  when  indulged  ia  too  eopiomly. 
The  a^^nment,  that  they  are  necessarily  excitant,  is  not  worth  much;  for 
we  believe  that  the  digestive  function  is  better  executed,  and  tbe  whole  fiame 
more  perfectly  nourished,  ander  occasional  excitement — provided  always 
that  excitement  be  within  dne  limits — than  when  all  ia  carried  an  moaoto- 
noDsly.  Hence,  change  of  diet  becomes  indispeosable  to  plenary  health, 
and  is  admitted  to  be  so  by  all  physiolc^isls ;  thus  acting  in  a  manoet  aoa- 
logous  to  viciitsitndes  of  cltmale,  which — when  within  certain  limits — att^ 
doubtless,  we  think,  necessary  for  plenary  mental  and  corporeal  develop- 
ment. 

Dr.  Bell  is,  however,  rigorously  opposed  to  alcohol  in  every  ahape.   Thus: 

"Nobody  believes,  that  their  dilution  [opium  and  quinine]  or  mode  of 
combination  causes  any  specific  change  in  their  properties,  or  that  any 
modification  of  this  kind  will  fit  them  for  daily  and  habitual  use  by  persons 
in  health.  It  is  reserved  for  the  friends  of  alcohol  to  advance  an  exceptional 
plea  in  its  favour,  by  an  attempt  to  persuade  us,  tbat  wbat  in  its  purity  and 
strength  is  a  violent  poison,  becomes,  by  dilution  and  mixture,  a  safe  and 
healthful  beverage.  The  time  was,  still  is  in  the  opinion  of  many,  when  a 
dilution  of  alcohol,  by  the  addition  of  an  equal  quantity  of  water  and  a 
alight  flavouriag  wiiti  some  essential  oil,  as  that  of  barley,  made  it  quite 
safe  and  proper.  Now,  however,  in  the  opinion  of  an  immense  number  of 
persons,  this  degree  and  fashion  of  dilution,  being  that  in  which  distilled 
liquors  ate  generally  manufactured,  does  not  prevent  alcohol  from  poisoning 
■he  frame  and  perverting  all  the  faculties  of  tlie  mind,  as  poisuns  generally 
do.  Whiskey  and  brandy  and  gin  and  rum  drinkers  and  sellers  are  getting 
ont  of  favour,  and  for  stronger  reasons  than  ever  yet  brought  a  class  into 
disrepute.  But  ihey  leave  behind  them  a  large  and  influential  body,  who. 
whilst  disclaiming  against  any  connection  with  or  sympathy  for  them,  hoM 
very  much  to  the  same  dietetic  observances,  by  niaking  use  of  the  same  i»- 
toiicating  and  poisonous  element,  only  in  smaller  proportions  and  some- 
whai  differently  combined.  These  persons  abjure  alcohol  in  tbe  proporiioQ 
of  50  or  even  45  per  cent.,  as  it  comes  in  the  shape  of  ardent  spirits  or  dis- 
lilled  liquors,  but  they  battle  stoutly  for  the  proportion  of  35  down  to  10  per 
cent,  in  the  shape  of  wines.  There  is  yet  a  third  set  at  their  heels,  or  the 
moderately  alcooolic,  who  come  in  as  plain,  practical  formers,  or  honest 
manufacturers  and  labourers,  and  who  quietly  assure  us,  that  ibey  will  be 
content  with  alcohol  in  drinkii  ai  the  low  rate  of  from  9  to  li  per  cent,  in 
the  shape  of  cider  and  beer. 

"  All  these  three  divisions  are,  however,  in  fact,  arrayed  in  the  same  caose, 
and  adopt  the  same  banner,  though  with  different  devieea;  and  ihey  re- 
semble much  more  different  divisions  of  the  same  army  than  opposing  forces. 
They  all  procure  alcohol  from  the  same  source,  and  by  the  same  primary 
process,  viz.  of  fermentation.  The  manufacturers  of  ardent  spirits  have  con- 
trived tn  procure  it  in  greater  abundance  by  distillation  from  fermenting 
mixtures;  but,  in  requital,  they  give  back  a  portion  to  tbe  makers  of  wine*, 
in  order  lo  strengthen  these  latter  liquors,  and  adapt  tbem  to  the  atill  ^e- 
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vailiog  latCeB  foi  lomething  ntbet  more  poteDliallr  alcoholic.  Between 
the  wiae-press  and  the  still  there  is  then  a  close  and  almost  iosepaiable  coo- 
nectioii,  aod  so  loog  as  the  former  is  in  aciire  operaiioa,  the  latter  will 
nerer  be  idle.  From  wiae  is  educed  ipirits  of  wine,  as  alcohol  is  often 
called.  Of  the  024  millioaa  of  gallons  of  wine  made  ig  Fiance,  it  will  be 
remembered,  ihai  more  than  a  seveath  or  141  millions  were  manufaclured 
into  brandjr  (p.  233) ;  a  poriioa  of  which  is  used  in  eiving  more  body  to  the 
wine  that  is  leserved  for  exportation.  Nor  is  Frencn  brandy  alone  used  for 
this  purpose.  Mr.  McCuUoch,  in  speaktag  of  the  Catalonian  wines,  lella  ui 
that  the  exports  from  Barcelona  to  Cuba,  are  12,000  pipes  of  wine  and  3000 

nes  of  brand; ;  to  South  America,  16,000  pipes  of  wine  and  6000  pipes  of 
aiy ;  to  the  North  of  Europe^  2000  pipes  of  wine  and  2000  pipes  of 
biaody.  So  that  for  everjr  thtee  pipes  of  wine,  tliere  goes  witb  it  more  thait 
a  pipe  of  brand;  i  both  of  them  the  product  of  the  juice  of  i  be  grape.  The. 
author  just  cited,  adds :.  A  good  deal  of  brandy  is  sent  to  Cadiz  and  Celie  ; 
most  nan  of  [he  former  finds  its  way  into  the  wine  vaults  of  Xeres ;  and  the 
latter  oeing  conveyed  by  the  canal  of  Languedoc  to  the  Garonne,  is  used  in 
the  preparation  of  the  wines  of  Bordeaux." 

And  again:  "  The  wine-drinker  in  Great  Britain  and  tbe  United  States 
goes  beyond  the  gros-drioher:  the  latter  takes  simply  spirits  and  water, 
whereas  he  takes  spirits  and  wine.  By  the  standard  ol  temperance,  it  will 
not  be  difficult  to  decide  their  respective  merits ;  on  the  score  of  healthy  I 
would  rather  run  the  chances  of  tbe  drinker  of  spirits  and  water,  than  of  him 
who  drinks  spirits  and  wine.  Theprobablelongevily  isin  favour.asfaTBSiny 
observation  and  reading  extend,  of  the  grog-drinker.  But  from  the  imitation  of 
eiihei,  we  ought  all  devoutly  to  exclaim,  'Good  Lord  deliver  us !' " — p.  348. 

The  author  has,  at  some  tronble,  compiled  interesting  details  of  various 
national  dietetic  usages,  and  of  the  alimentary  value  of  different  articles  of 
diet,  and  has  cited  statistical  proofs— which  will  attonish  the  majority  of 
our  readers— that  the  people  of  France  in  their  use  of  wine,  cider,  beer  and 
brandy  for  drink  consume,  per  individual,  more  than  the  people  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  per  individual.  We  most  refer,  however,  to  the  volume 
before  us  for  tbe  details  on  this  subject. 

In  the  haste  of  preparing  the  work  for  the  press — which  we  know  was  ur- 
gent— some  eitori  have  escaped  tbe  author,  snch  as  "algEe  or  aeed  weeds" 
•~' blanc  mange  tot  blancmanger,  Uandb.  d' Chem,  Compeitue  Med.  Ther. 
for  Contpectu*  Med.  Tker.,  Rukman  for  Aicfcman,  pro  rota  tor  pro  rata, 
Ac-j— but  these  are  trifles.  The  work  contains  a  large  mass  of  usefulioforma- 
lion,  aod  we  are  happy  in  being  able  to  recommend  it  to  tbe  perosal  not  only 
of  tbe  profession  bat  of  the  laity. 

PnfeMor  Wright's  Introductory  Lecture.  * 
There  is  much  good  ethical  instruction  contained  in  this  lecture,  convey- 
ed, however,  in  a  style  which  is  much  loo  florid  and  familiar  to  our  taste, 
although  snch  may  not  be  the  aentimeot  of  those  for  whose  information  it 
was  penned. 

We  apprehend,  that  tbe  following  remarks  apply  to  other  meridians  than 
tbe  one  in  which  they  were  delivered. 
"There  is  another  subject  of  some  delicacy,  to  wbicb  I  cannot  fail  to 

'  What  does  tlie  aothor  niein  when  ho  affirmi  that  the  bcullies  of  the  drinker  of 
bmH  liqooN  "  are  dnil  and  sodden  7" 

*  A  Lectors  delivered  to  the  StDdcntvorihs  Mcdieal  Ctellege  <d' Ohio, at  the  opening 
oftbeSenion,  1841-41.  By  M.  B.  Wiight,  M.D,  Piafeaaor.&c.  ISmo.  pp.  14.  Gn- 
dnniU,  1841. 
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gtre  a  paasing  notice.  A  foaog  man  about  to  leave  his  home  aod  his  frieadv, 
to  aearek  of  a  HilualioB  favourable  for  practice,  is  ortea  supplied  wilb  more 
graiuitous  advice  ihan  he  can  ttitn  to  good  accoaul, — and  mach  of  this  is 
given  \>j  those,  whose  judgments  are  too  af\eii  eoiitrolled,  bf  the  honest,  but 
mistaken  zeal  of  their  hearts.  '  When  you  have  selected  your  location,  jniii 
oUr  church,  and  secure  its  patronage,' is  the  subject  of  every-day  council  j 
and  it  is  not  of^en  passed  by  unheeded,  as  maDjr  act  upon  the  principle,  that 
professions  of  goodness  supply  defects  of  knowledge.  But,  gentlemen,  a 
declaration  of  wisdom  upon  important  sobjects  of  which  you  are  ignorant, 
ia  one  sin ;  hypocrisy  in  religion,  another ;  and  when  comDiaed  in  the  same 
individual,  unspeakably  detestable  is  hid  character. 

"  Do  not  misinterpret  my  meaning, — do  not  understand  me  as  objecting  to 
chQrch-tnetnbership,  or  to  your  becoming  exemplary  christians.  Would  to 
God  that  every  one  of  us  were  true  disciples  of  ibat  b«st  of  all  Physicians  i 
-^that  -tvhen  we  had  failed  to  impart  healthful  action  to  the  mortal  body,  wr 
migbl  a)#rfae  spiiit  in  its  joyful  night  to  eternity  ! 

"HaftpV^I  the  mao  who  can  discern  the  beauties  of  pare  religion — who 
feels  in  ftis  heart  tis  persuasive,  soolhiug  infiueuee,  and  who  reposes  in 
skfety  upon  its  promises  and  hopes.  There  is  nothing  which  more  et^- 
tnally  controls  the  impetuous  nature  of  man— nothing  belter  calcolaled  to 
il^V^Iope  and  slrengtbeo  his  afiect ions— nothing,  in  a  word,  more  effi«i«Dt  io 
mAing  him  what  he  should  be.  The  immortal  spirit,  like  Noah's  dove,  flies 
everywhere,  without  being  able  to  find  one  spot  upon  which  to  rest  its  weary 
wing,  until  it  reiuros  to  the  place  whence  it  issued. 

"  Qreat,  I  aay,  '\3  the  happiness  of  the  true  christian — hut,  doubly  eursftd 
will  he  be,  who  aims  to  counlerfeii  the  verv  essence  of  his  Maker,  for  the 
aalM  of  traffic.  And  I  would  say  to  those  woo  encourage  such  conduct. look 
Well  to  your  responsibilities.    While  you  are  ofieiing  indnt 


physician,  to  become  at  heart  and  in  practice  a  hypocrite,  you  are  plunging 
your  javelin  deeper  and  deeper  into  the  vitals  of  uodefiled  religion.  Every 
day's  observation  establishes  the  fact,  that  empty  professors  have  filled  more 
hearts  with  scepticism,  than  the  most  hardened  villains  that  ever  cursed 
Qod  and  died  I  Would  any  man  dare,  whilst  administering  (he  holy  sacra- 
ment, to  aay,  in  words  'Eat  this,  for  it  is  emblentaticat  of  the  broken  body  of 
your  Saviour — drink  this,  for  it  is  hie  blood — eat  aod  drink,  that  you  may 
the  more  effectually  imprae  upon  your  fellow  men  T  No,  he  dare  not.  His 
tongue  would  become  paralysed,  and  withered  in  the  efibrt;  and  yet,  it  is  Io 
be  reared,  he  says  this  too  often  in  effect." 

Forry  on  the  Climate  qf  the  United  Slaiet.  ■ 
This  is  an  excellent  contribution  towards  the  medical  statistics  of  this 
country— based  chiefly— as  the  author  stales  in  the  title — on  the  records  of 
the  medical  officers  of  the  army.  The  work  is  divided  into  two  parts, — the 
first  comprising  "Researches  in  Elacidaiion  of  ihe  Lawa  of  Climate  is 
general,  and  especially  the  Climatic  Features  peculiar  to  the  Region  of  the 
United  Stalea ;"  and  the  aeeonii  embracing  "Researches  elucidating  the Eb- 
demic  Influences  peculiar  to  the  Systems  of  Climate  developed  iu  Part  Isl" 
With  moHt  of  the  author's  views  we  enlirely  accord;  indeed,  the  work 
affords  evidence,  that  our  own  inquiries  have  leceived  apOttion  of  Dr.  Fony'i 
attention.  On  the  subject,  however,  of  the  vegetable  origin  of  maiaria,  we 
are  compelled  to  differ  from  him :  bis  facts  and  argoments  on  this  sobjeci 
are  not,  indeed,  more  conclusive  than  (hose  of  his  predecessors,  whilst  he 
adduces,  we  think,  sufficient  testimony  against  the  sonndness  of  bis  owa 

<  The  Ctlmate  of  tba  United  Stitss  aix)  iu  Endeoiie  Inflanteet:  b«Md  cbiefly  oo 
Um  Raeord*  of  the  Medical  DeparliDent  and  Adjolanl-Genaral'i  Office,  United  SMea 
Army.   By  Samtiel  Forry,  M.  D.    8>ck    pp.  380. 
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views.  We  do  ooi,  howtTer,  on  tbU  acooant,  the  lew  recommend  Th- 
Forry'B  labours  to  the  noiice  of  our  prqfe*sioDal  biethreo.  Hia  work  is  un- 
i]ueslioDBbly  one  of  the  most  interesting  prodnolions  that  have  sppeand  on 
this  interesting  subject- 


MISCELLANEOUS  NOTICES. 

Jeffemn  Medical  College.— The  exercises  before  the  Qraduating  Claia  of 
the  Jefferson  Medicsl  School,  were  bald  on  the  lOth  of  March  at  the  Musi- 
cal Fund  Hall.  The  Valediciory — which  was  able,  impressive,  and  appro- 
priate— was  delivered  by  Professor  Huston.  The  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medi- 
cine was  confened  oa  the  following  genikmeQ, 

■  TbeM  gantlemen  were  alread;  gisdiutca  of  Dtrtmooth  CoUega,  N.  H. 
Namei.  -Rend.  Subjecta  of  Thetu. 

Horace  D.  Ashton,  Va.      Cyoanche  trachealis. 

Otis  Ayer,*  N.  H.  Cirsocele. 

Klisha  Brown,  Ohio.   Acale  articular  rheumatism. 

Wm.  M.  Byars,  Ky.      Poisoning  by  corrosive  sublimate. 

Boberi  S.  Beazley,  Va.      Hepatitis. 

James  Bringhurst,  Del.     Animal  magnetism. 

Wm.  S.  Bishop,  Pa.       Bilious  pneumonia. 

Agrippa  N.  Bell,  Va.      Spermalorrh(£a. 

Jsmea  D,  Browder,  Va.      Necrosis. 

Wm.  T.  Craige,  Pa.       Chorea. 

Wm.  E.  Cooke,  N.Scotia.  Typhus  fever. 

Frederict  Crowley,  Pa.       Diaphoretics. 

James  W.  Daily,  Ohio.   Intermittent  fever. 

Welding  F.  Dennis,  Pa.       Bronchocele. 

Richard  H.  D.  Ewell,       Tenn.  Hysteria. 
James  E.  Ford,  Va.      Endocarditis. 

Charles  Huston,  Pa.       The  skin. 

Sterne  Hotchkiss,  Ct.       Acute  mucous  colitis. 

H.  H.  Humphrey,  Pa.       Hommopalby. 

David  H.  Houston,  Del.     Miasmata. 

Clement  R.  Harris,  Va.      Cynanche  trachealis: 

Alfred  C.  Holt,  Miss.  Mori 


John  W.  Irby, 
Henry  W.  Joboson, 
George  C.  Jones, 
Oliver  W.  Eellog, 
Charles  L.  Lyon, 
James  W.  Lisle, 
John  Q.  Logue, 
John  H.  Miller, 
Charles  May, 
Andrew  S.  UcMuiray, 
Qerrard  F.  Mason, 
Robert  McEliath, 
John  M.  Nona, 
Pat.  Moffit  CBrien, 
Stephen  Proctor, 
Wm.  P.  Rolhrock, 
Benjamin  F.  Rea, 


Miss.  Morbid  conditions  of  the  great  sympathetic 

Va.  Venesection. 

Pa.  Obstetrics. 

Del.  Puerperal  fever. 

Ct.  Spinal  irritation. 

Pa.  Oaslrilie  acuta. 

Pa.  Diphtheritic  membrane  of  croup. 

Pa.  Scarlatina. 

Md.  Acute  bronchitis. 

Va.  Compression  of  the  brain. 

Pa.  ftualiGcatiofls  and  duties  of  a  physician. 

Va.  Physiolwfy  of  the  liver. 

Pa.  Scarlet  iever. 

Va.  Parturition. 

Ireland.  Proximate  causes  of  inflammation. 

Miss.  Magnolia  grandiflora. 

Pa.  Mucous  enteritis. 

Oa.  Iced  water  in  pyrexia,  pblegnuuia,  Ac. 
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Names.  Rend.  Sultjecli  of  Thetit. 

John  E.  Robins,  Pa.  Cfaroaie  eDdogasirilia. 

Elijah  B.  Ricbman,  N.  J.  MaDia. 

Ossian  Sumner,  C(.  Fmetica. 

Slater  B.  Stobbs,  Fa.  iDlennittent  fever. 

Jackson  Schaeffer,  Pa.  Dfsmenorrboea. 

Michael  8r«ck,  Pa.  Practical  anatomy. 

Benjamin  Switb,  Pa.  AmenorrbiBa. 

Wm.  Scolt,  Pa.  Variola. 

Wm.  W.  Sweat,  Me.  Surgerjr  and  Snrgical  practice. 

John  Sebrack,  Jr.,  Pa.  Vaccina. 

Thomas  W.  SheltoD,  Va.  Tight  lacing. 

Peter  L.  B.  Sticknef,  Pa.  M^ical  inve&tiffation, 

David  T.  Trites,  Pa.  Blood,  and  its  diseases. 

Cbas.  F.  Williams,  Ala.  Cynanche  tracbealLS. 

John  H.  Weir,  Pa.  Pertussis. 

Gillet  F.  Watson,  Va.  loflammatLon. 

Cbate  Wigcins,*  N.  H.  Rbeamatism. 

George  B.  Weiser,  Pa.  Circulation  of  ibe  blood. 

Honry  M.  Wfaitaker,  Ky.  Blood-letting. 

Robert  S.  Woddrop,  S.  C.  Strabismus. 

The  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  was  conferred  on  Joseph  Fr>- 
zer,  of  Peon.,  and  John  Cooper,  of  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.— Total,  6 1. 

Tratuyhania  Medical  Schoai.—Tbe  AnDoal  Announcement  of  the 
Medical  Department  of  Transylvania  University  gives  the  names  of  271 
aiudents;  whereof  there  were  frtim  Kentucky,  116;  Teoaessee,  33;  Alaba- 
ma, 30;  South  Carolina,  S3;  Georgia,  II;  Missonti,  11;  Mississippi,  9; 
Indiana,  9;  Ohio,  8;  Virginia,  7;  Illinois,  5;  Arkansas,  2;  PennsylTania,2; 
Louisiana,  1;  North  Carolina,  1;  Delaware,  1;  New  York,!;  Michigan,  1. 

At  the  recent  Commencement  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  was  con- 
ferred OD  55  gentlemen  ;  and  the  honorary  degree  of  M.D.,  on  2. 

It  would  seem,  that  the  class  of  the  last  session  was  more  numerous  than 
any  of  its  predecessors. 

Medical  Society  of  Virginia.— We  have  received  the  Consiiiution  and 
By-laws  of  the  Medical  Society  of  Vii^iaia,  revised  and  amended  in  January, 
1843.  The  officers  for  the  year  1843,  are  Robert  W.  Haxall,  M.D.,  President; 
John  A.  Cunningham,  M.D.,  Sr.  Vice-President;  Socrates  Maupin,  M.D., 
Jr.  Vice  President ;  Francis  B.  Watkins,  M.D.,  Recording  Secretary  ;  Rich- 
ard Gary  Ambler,  M.D.,  Cor.  Secretary ;  James  Bolloo,  M.D.,  Treasurer, 
and  George  G.  Minor,  M.D.,  Librarian. 

Waahington  Vniveraity  of  Baltimore. — Profevtor  Baxley, 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Faculty  of  the  Washington  University,  held  recently, 
Dr.  H.  W.  Bazley  was  ananimously  elected  Professor  of  Surgery  and  Sm^ 
gical  Anatomy,  in  place  of  Dr.  Dunbar,  resigned. 

We  have  already  referred  more  than  once  in  the  pages  of  the  "  Jn/eUif  en* 
cer"  to  ibis  gentleman's  qualiSeations  as  an  Doatomist  and  a  teacher,  and 
we  doubt  not,  that  the  credit,  which  he  has  already  acquired  in  the  latter 
capacity,  will  be  largely  extended  in  his|new  sphere  for  obsetvatHin  and  ei- 
enioo. 
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Lioui$vHle  lUedical  InttUiUe. — The  AdduiI  Catalogue  or  this  loatitniioit 
coDtains  ibe  names  of  26S  studenla  :  of  whom  there  were— from  Kentucky, 
89;  TeDDCMee,  61;  Alabama,  30;  Mississippi,  20;  Ohio,  14;  Indiaaa,  tO; 
IUiaoii,4;  MisBouri,  3;  LDuisiana,  3;  Virginia,  2;  Georgia,  3;  FenDsrl- 
rania,  I ;  New  Yorl^  1 ;  New  Jersej ,  1,  and  Texas,  I. 

The  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  was  conferred  on  93  geDtlemea;  and 
the  hoDotarf  degree  od  4. 

Phy$iologicai  Temperance  Society  of  the  Medical  Intitule  of  Louiaville, 
— We  leem  from  the  "  proceedings"  of  this  new  aociety ,  with  which  we  have 
been  favoured,  (hat  on  the  23d  of  December,  1841,  Professor  Drake  presented 
to  the  Medical  Claas,  a  Constitution,  which  was  immediately  subscribed  by 
seventy  students,  and  subseqnently  hy  sixty-seven  others,  "  making  six  more 
than  hair  the  class."  One  of  the  objects  of  its  establishment  is  to  investi- 
gate the  causes,  consequences,  and  remedies  of  iatemperance  in  the  use  of 
alcoholic  drinks  and  other  narcotic  siimulanta;  and  every  member  binds 
himself  to  refrain  from  intoxicating  beverages  for  five  years  after  subscribing 
the  Constitution. 

The  Repott  of  the  Committee,  appointed  lo  report  how  far  the  promotion 
of  temperance  should  be  regarded  as  a  professional  duty,  is  especially  com- 
mendable for  the  avoidance  ofultra  sentiments,  which — as  we  have  elsewhere 
remarked— are  apt  to  defeat  the  object  of  their  authors.  Professar  Drake  was 
the  chairman  of  the  committee. 

Amongst  the  honorary  members  proposed  by  Professors  Drake  and  Yan- 
dell,  we  notice  Dr.  Bell  as  the  representative  of  Pennsylvania,  who  has 
certainly  been  a  most  energetic  supporter  of  the  great  cause. 

We  would  refer  the  members  of  this  society  to  our  observations  on  the 
treatment  of  delirium  tremens,  by  the  eclectic  meibod  on  which  we  have 
expatiated  elsewhere.  ■  It  is  a  subject  which  falls  properly  within  the  pro- 
vince of  a  society  so  coostitnted,  and  involves  not  only  physical  bnt  moral 
considerations  of  deep  interest. 

Dr.  Boiedilch  on  the  Trichina  Spiralit.  ~Ad  interesting  account  of  the 
Trichina  spiralis  a  parasitic  animatculum,  (where  does  Dr.  Bowditch  gel 
l^e  word  animalcttla?)  is  contained  in  a  recent  number  of  the  Boston 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  (March  30,  184S,)  with  drawings  of  ibe  ani- 
malcule in  and  out  of  the  containing  cyst. 

After  detailing  the  case  of  the  patient,  Dr.  Bowditch  thus  refers  lo  the  ap- 
pearances observed  on  dissection;  premising,  that  this  is  the  first  lime,  so 
far  as  he  knows,  that  the  animalcule  has  been  noticed  in  this  country. 

"  Appearance  of  the  Aftcted  Cellular  Membrane.— T ha  muscles  and  cel- 
lular membrane  underneath  tbem  seemed  literally  covered  with  myriads  of 
minute  white  lines,  looking  at  first  sight  like  the  ova  of  Ibe  common  fly 
upon  decaying  animal  roatter.  The  bodies  seemed  to  be  attached  rather 
to  the  cellular  membrane  running  among  the  fibres,  than  to  the  muscular 
tissue  itself.  They  lay  parallel  to  the  course  of  these  fibres.  Tbey  had  no 
motion,  and  to  the  naked  eye  looked  like  simple  lines.  I  attempted  to  ap- 
proximate lo  the  number  wnich  probably  existed  in  (he  body,  supposing  the 
other  volnntary  muscles  were  as  muqh  affected  by  them  as  those  mentioned 


<  Practice  of  MediciiM,  p.  343.  FUIadelphia,  1S49. 
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ftbo««  (^riila  autopsf .)  I  and  BDOtber  indiridual  copnted  tbe  nnmbei  eon- 
taioed  in  a  superfiees  of  a  qaatler  of  an  inch  square.  BotK  of  lu  counted 
many  more  ihaa  fifty.  Calling,  however,  this  number  ihe  mean  foe  erery 
quarter  of  an  inch  over  ibe  trunk  of  the  body,  and  allowing  ten  layers  only 
(which  is  a  rery  imall  number,  when  we  consider  that  not  the  thioneat 
lamina  could  be  remored  from  a  muscle  wttbout  eippeing  new  tpeeimans  of 
the  same  morbid  pbanomen a)  from  the  surface  to  the  bones  of  thorax  or  pen- 
toneum,  we  shall  have  as  follows:  50X  iG=S0O=Qumber  coalaiaed  in  a 
square  inch ;  800x  10=8000=nuinber  contained  in  solid  mass  an  inch  square 
and  ten  layers  deep.  Supposing  the  height  of  the  adult  trunk  lo  be  fifteen 
inches,  and  the  circumference  thirty-two  inohes,  we  have  as  followa:  15x 
32x800X10=3,840,000,  contained  in  the  parietes  of  the  trunk  of  the  body. 
Supposing  (what  is  still  a  moderate  estimate)  that  the  extremities  laken 
together  contain  as  many  more,  we  hare  at  least  7,630,000  of  these  minute 
bodies  contained  within  the  skin  of  this  patient.  Our  wonder  a'ugnients 
vhen  we  find  that  each  of  these  bodies  contains  a  minute  parasitie  animal ! 

"  Microtcopic  Obtematiottt. — By  the  use  of  one  of  Chevalier's  very  excel- 
lent achromatic  instruments,  I  observed  as  follows : — They  seemed  le^lai 
oval-shaped  cysts,  very  translucent  in  the  centre,  opaque  at  both  extremities. 
Upon  examining  very  minutely,  something  very  indefinite  and  circular  was 
eeen  lying  in  the  cyst.  At  first  I  was  disposed  to  believe  that  this  spiiat 
was  an  alimentary  canal,  but  subsequent  investigation  proved  otherwise. — 
(Vide  figure  1.)  Upon  using  a  higher  magnifying  power,  we  saw  that  while 
most  of  (he  bodies  contained  evidently  a  regular  rounded  worm-like  body, 
others  seemed  opaque  and  yet  very  regular,  whilst  in  one  case  the  cyst  had 
been  evidently  broken,  and  (be  creature. had  escaped  from  its  interior. — 
(Vide  figure  2.)  In  one  case  I  observed  two  animals  in  one  cyst.  Dr.  Fam 
has  seen  three,  hut  this  is  very  rare. 

"  I  aUempted  to  team  the  dimensions  of  the  cyst.  Tbey  were  as  follows: 
— Length,  about  one  sixtieth  part  of  an  inch ;  bteadtbi  one  hundred  and 
twentieth.  Unfortunately  I  had  no  micrometer  when  the  figures  of  the  cyst 
with  the  animal  lying  by  its  side  presented  themselves. 

"My  examination  convinced  me  thai  there  was  a  living  and  moving  wottn 
(looking  liko  a  lumbrieus)  contained  in  a  oysi  of  very  delicate  texture,  and 
containing  besides  its  living  inhabitant  a  gelatinoas  mass.  It  was  evidently 
alive  on  Saturday  evening  (patient  having  died  on  Tueaday^andtheautopqr 
having  been  made  on  Weiiaesday).  Most  were  very  quiet,  and  but  two 
were  seen  to  move  by  several  observers.  At  times  the  whole  body  stirred, 
causing  an  enlargement  and  diminution  of  the  spiral  shape.  Usually  only 
one  extremity,  however,  was  slightly  but  very  distinctly  agitated.  When 
there  "Was  most  motion,  the  kc la  ti nous-like  substance  already  mentioned  was 
moved  likewise.  The  lengtn  of  time  that  life  continued  after  removal  from 
the  body  of  the  patient,  seems  curious  to  roe.  Owen  has  mentioned'  the 
fact  of  life  having  been  discovered  two  weeks  aOer  the  death  of  the  subject 
in  whom  they  were  found.  I  watched  with  great  care  to  see  if  there  was 
any  internal  motion  of  the  worm  itself,  of  an  intestinal  or  circulatory  nainre, 
but  I  saw  none.  One  of  my  assistants  thought  that  be  did  discover  aomt- 
thing  slight  of  Ihe  kind,  but  I  feared  at  the  time  be  was  in  error.  I  en- 
deavoured likewise  to  decide  upon  the  internal  structute,  but  I  was  baffied 
in  a  great  measure.  I  could  see  evidently  parietes  of  uniform  ihickness 
through  the  whole  length  of  body,  and  pernaps  they  were  about  one-tenth 
as  thick  as  the  whole  Iwdy,  while  a  mass  of  some  legolarity  filled  the  in- 
terior."—pp.  121,  122. 

Dr.  Bowdiich  concludes  his  commuoioBtion  with  a  history  of  the  reaeaickei 
OD  the  Da(ute  of  the  Trichina  that  have  thus  far  been  made. 
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On  Holy  a*  a  retideneefor  the  Coiwtimptive,  by  Dr.  Molt  of  Ntv  York. 
[The  rollowiag  remarks  by  Dr.  Moti  in  his  "  TraTeIs"contaiobut  little  that 
is  Dew,  but  they  coofinn  in  some  respects  the  views  thai  are  now  almost 
DnaDimousIy  entertained  on  the  subject,  and  which  we  have  urged  eUe- 
where,  (Elemeota  of  Hrgiioe,  and  Practice  of  Medicine.)  The  iotlueDces 
that  are  so  beneficial  in  incipient  phthisis  are  cenainly  not  owing  to  mere 
equability  of  climate  j  for  we  know,  that  in  couDlries  in  which  the  thermome- 
ter range  is  lestricled  tuberculosis  is  by  no  means  uncommon.  A  climate, 
which  is  liable  to  vicissitudes,  provided  tbese  are  within  certain  limite,  and 
whose  general  temperature  ie  such,  that  the  valet udiaaiiaa  can  take  exercise 
in  the  open  air  every  day  during  the  winter,  is  the  great  desideratum. 
Doubtless,  such  exercise  must  not  be  carried  to  the  extent  of  inducing  fS' 
tigue,  or  undue  eicilementj  but  if  these  results  be  avoided,  tbe  thorough  re- 
vulsion, caused  by  a  change  of  every  influence  surrounding  the  individual  ie 
a  revellent  agency  of  the  greatest  importance,  and  after  all  it  is  to  revellenta 
that  we  have  to  trust  entirely  in  tbese  interesting  cases.] 

"It  is  a  great  error  to  suppose  that  Italy,  with  all  its  fascinations,  is 
suited  to  the  pulmonary  invalid.  The  constant  anxiety  he  feels  to  visit  and 
examine  the  antiquities  of  a  country  that  ere  exfaaustless  in  variety  and 
attractive  beauty,  and  tbe  intense  excitement  they  occasion  when  seen,  as 
well  as  the  exposure  and  fatigue  necessarily  incurred  in  visiting  them,  are, 
from  my  own  personal  knowledge,  of^en  injurious  to  the  health  of  such 
patients.  It  must,  upon  the  slightest  reflection,  occur  to  the  mind  of  every 
medical  man,  that  hemorrhage  Irom  the  lungs  will  be  frequently  brought  on 
in  such  patients  as  we  have  described.  A  fact  which  we  have  positively 
known  in  that  country,  and  which  has  affgrevated  the  malady  and  expedited 
the  fatal  issue.  Even  where  there  is  only  a  strong  predisposition  to  an  af- 
fection of  the  lungs,  and  no  incipient  disease,  the  symptoms  may  therebv 
become  more  speedily  matured,  and  positive  and  fatal  mischief  be  induced. 
But  more  especially  where  actual  disorganisation  exists,  tbe  exciting  causes 
before  mentioned  will  be  attended  with  pernicious  consequences. 

"  If  a  pulmonary  [1]  invalid  from  a  colder  country  will  travel  in  Italy  with- 
out incurring  exposure  to  the  ezcilemecta  we  have  mentioned,  he  will  find  its 
mild  climate  admirably  suited  to  the  mitigation  of  his  malady;  far  more  so, 
as  we  have  already  explained,  than  to  the  native  Italian  afflicted  with  these 
complaints. 

"In  the  great  class  of  nervous  afiections,  where  much  debility  exists,  but 
unaccompanied  with  organic  mischief,  and  especially  when  unconnected 
with  pulmonary  disease,  the  peculiar  attractions  that  are  found  in  Italy  are 
BigDHlly  remedial  and  bracing,  and  invigorating  in  their  influence  upon  tbe 
general  health,  as  we  have  already  remarked,  by  addressing  themselves  to 
tbe  moral  end  intellectual  faculties.  Such  an  invalid  may  reside  for  any 
length  of  time  in  any  of  the  delightful  cities  of  Italy,  with  great  profit  to  his 
bealtb.  But  far  otherwise  with  the  pulmonary  man:  he,  in  our  opinioD, 
ought  to  pursue  a  very  different  course.  His  rule  should  be,  a  constant 
change  of  place,  and  very  little  attention,  much  less  close  application  to  the 
diversified  novelties  that  present  tbemselves  in  his  travels.  The  exercise  to 
his  body  in  this  climate  is  far  more  important  to  him,  iban  baring  bis  mind 
engaged  in  fatiguing  excitements.  Too  much  care  cannot  possibly  be  paid 
to  this  advice. 

"As  an  illustration  of  the  value  of  change  of  place  for  the  pulmonary  in- 
valid, we  may  mention  that  theinhahitantsof  Lower  Egypt,  when  threatened 
with  disease  of  the  lungs,  resort  to  Upper  Eicypt,  Nubia  and  Abyssinia  for  a 
change  of  climate,  and  we  know  with  decided  benefit.  The  inhabitants  of 
Nnbia  and  Abyssinia,  on  the  other  hand,  when  labouring  under  the  same 
affections,  come  down  to  tbe  tower  or  alluvial  country  with  equal  advantage. 
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"  There  has  been  much  of  romance  in  the  pictures  that  have  been  drawn 
of  the  ctimite  and  adramages  of  Italy.  Whatever  may  be  the  malady  of 
the  palienl,  he  must  be  prepared  to  meet  with  incoDTeniEDce,  which  will 
coDsiaoEly  remind  him  of  what  he  has  lost  by  leaving  home.  Except  io  the 
capital  cities,  but  few  houses  will  be  found  with  any  accommodations  that 
merit  the  name  of  what  we  Anglo-Americans  nnderstand  by  the  sigoificant 
word  comfort.  Most  of  them,  he  will  find  to  bis  sorrow,  are  not  provided 
even  with  the  necegsartes  of  life.  He  must,  loo,  ofteD  expect  to  encounter. 
after  a  long  day's  travel,  meagre  arrangements  for  fire  lo  counteract  the  chili 
of  the  evening,  and  a  cold  stone  floor,  instead  of  a  cheering  carpet  to  tread 
upon,  before  he  can  reach  his  not  less  comfortless  bed. 

"  I  must  here  be  permitted  to  protest  agaiasi  what  i  deem  a  reprehensible, 
if  not  cruel  and  wicked  practice  thai  some  professional  men  fall  into,  of  re- 
commending or  sanctioning,  end  Eometimes  even  Ihemselves  urging  the 
goor  sufferer  from  pulmonary  disease,' after  all  the  resources  of  oar  art  have 
liled,  to  abaudon  his  home,  his  family  and  friends,  with  the  vain  hope  of 
recovering  his  health  in  a  foreign  land.  The  moment  the  disease  appears 
to  be  conlimed,  we  have  believed  it  to  be  our  sacred  duty  to  advise  every 
patient  to  make  himself  as  comfortable  as  possible  in  his  own  country,  and 
within  the  immediate  circle  of  his  own  family  oi  relations,  that  he  may  par- 
take, to  the  fullest  extent,  and  up  to  the  last  sad  momenCd  of  his  life,  of  all 
the  rational  and  soothing  enjoyments  of  their  sympathies,  and  all  the  luxu- 
ries of  home,'  rather  than  die  in  a  foreign  land, 

"We  are  aware,  that  nolhiag  is  more  common  than  a  fallacious  and  Bat- 
tering hope,  which  a  pulmonaty  invalid  is  prone  lo  indulge  in,  and  that  the 
future  is  always  painted  in  his  imagioalion  with  the  warm  and  glowing  lints 
and  rainbow  hues  of  a  bright  and  glorious  dawn,  even  when  the  night-pall 
of  death  is  drawing  its  curtains  around,  and  the  uncongcions  victim  bat 
reached  even  the  dark  confines  of  the  grave.  And  however  painful  to  the 
medical  attendant  lo  do  or  say  that  which  shall  chill  or  dampen  the  sanguine 
and  delightful  anticipations  of  recovery  of  his  patient,  he  has  but  one  course 
to  pursue,  which  is,  to  do  bis  duty." 

Ileug  euTtd  by  a  Belladonna  Enema.  By  Dr.  Becker. '  (^Gazette  Medi- 
cate de  PariM,  May  8ih,  1841.) — A  woman,  48  years  of  age,  was  suddenly 
seized  with  vomiting,  pain  in  ibe  bowels,  and  constipation.  The  vomiting 
became  more  and  more  fetid,  and  at  last  stereo raceous,  and  after  five  days' 
treatment  was  worse  than  ever.  M.  Becker  then  gave  her  an  enema  made 
with  one  drachm  of  the  root  of  belladonna,  which,  within  a  very  short  time 
after  its  administration,  put  a  slop  to  the  pain  and  vomiting,  and  in  balf-an- 
hour  hroQgfat  away  a  stool  containing  much  blood.  After  this,  the  woman 
gradually  recovered.  No  narcotic  effects  were  observed  from  the  employ- 
ment of  the  belladonna. 

On  the  occurrence  of  Nephrilii  with  Ati/itminoua  Urine  in  Infantt.  By 
Dr.  Charcelay.'  ^Gazette  Midicale  de  Paris,  25lh  September,  1841,)— 
Dr.  Charcelay  describes  at  length  sixteen  cases  of  a  disease  attended  with 
cedema,  and  occurring  in  infants  shortly  after  birth,  which  he  attributes  to 
nephritis.  No  particular  symptoms  are  mentioned  diaEnoaiic  of  this  affec- 
tion, excepting  the  mdemaloos  state  of  the  .body,  and  the  .urine  being  albn- 
minoas,  as  he  calls  il  The  substance,  however,  which  he  designates  albu- 
men would  appear  not  to  be  such  as  he  mentions,  that  though  a  precipitate 
was  occasioned  by  nitric  acid,  it  was  soluble  in  an  excess  of  the  same.  The 
kidneys  were  found  to  be  the  seat  of  vascular  engorgement,  and  were 
larger  and  redder  ihan  usual.  A  cretaceous  looking  matter,  of  a  reddish- 
yellow  colour,  which  he  thought  was  litbic  acid,  was  found  in  large  quantity 
m  the  calicos  of  the  kidneys. 

'  Edinb.  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour.,  Jan.,  1S49.  p.  954.  •  IbM.  p.  851 
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Art.  !.— case  OF  CATALEPSY  IN  THE  PARTURIENT 

FEMALE. 

By  J.  L.  Lddlow,  M.D^  Resident  Physician,  Philadelphia  Hospilal. 

E.  E.  Kl.  20 — rather  below  (he  ordinary  height,  of  good  consiilutioD,  and 

a  sanguineo-nervous  lemperaraent,  was  taken  in  labour  wilh  her  third  child, 

OD  the  19ih  of  Pebruarj'.    About  a  mooih  previous  to  ihis  lime,  upon  ex- 

Seriencing  some  slight  pains,  resfmbling  labour  pains,  a  physician  was  sent 
ir,  who — after  mahing  the  tequisileexaminatLOD  pervaginam,aa(i  the  pains 
becoming  less  frequent,  and  not  so  severe  as  when  he  arrived — ordered  an 
anodyne  injection  and  perfect  rest ;  by  which  means  the  patient  was  loon 
enabled  to  go  about  the  wards,  although  now  and  then  complaining  of 
transient  pains,  which,  however,  were  not  of  a  character  sufficiently  severe 
to  require  medical  ailenlioa. 

In  the  conditioD  above  mentioned,  the  patient  remained  until  the  dale 
previously  named,  when  I  was  called  in.  Tbe  pains,  though  slight,  were 
regular  in  their  returns,  at  intervals  of  20  minutes.  Upon  making  an  ex- 
amination per  vaginam,  the  os  uteri  was  very  slightly  dilated,  though 
flabby  and  dilatable,  and  the  neck  of  ihe  womb  appeared  to  the  touch  not 
sufficiently  developed  for  tbe  full  time  of  ulero-gesiaiion.  The  labour  ad- 
vanced slowly  though  perfectly  natural,  until  about  13  o'clock  on  Ihe  20rh, 
when  I  was  summoned,  in  great  haste,  and  found  the  patient  labouring  under 
a  fit,  in  some  respects  strongly  resembling  catalepsy.  The  mouth  was 
widely  open,  the  neck  and  bead  thrown  back,  and  tbe  eyes,  at  first,  firmly 
fixed  upwards  and  backwards  in  the  sockets,  but  afterwards  rolling  about  in 
ever}'  direction,  the  patient  being  unable  to  fix  them  upon  any  object.  The 
respiration  and  Ihe  pulse  were  perfectly  natural,  aad  the  skin  moist  and 
healthy.  The  upper  extremities,  for  a  snort  time,  could  be  placed  in  any 
position,  the  patient  being  unable  lo  govern  them.  The  lower  extreroitiea 
were  not  in  the  slightest  degree  affected.  Tbe  coosciousness  of  the  woman 
remained  perfect  throughout,  aed  when  requested  to  exert  herself  in  anj 
manner,  she  attetnpted  lo  do  it,  bat  in  vain.  During  this  interval  of  the  fits 
she  complained  of  heaviness  about  her  bead  with  tinnitus  and  giddiness. 

I  immediately  opened  a  vein  and  took  about  10  ozs.  of  blood,  when  it 
ceased  flowing;  applied  sinapisms  to  tbe  back  of  the  neck  and  ears,  and 
leeches  to  the  temples ;  prescribed  anodyne  injections  and  foot-bath,  and 
rubbed  her  throat  with  a  slimulaling  liniment,  deglutition  being  entirely  sus- 
pended.   Notwithstanding  the  remedies  used,  the  fits  continually  recuned 
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wiih  everr  contractioD  of  th«  uterna,  which  coniractiona  were,  bowcTer, 
DOW  Bi  longer  JDlerTals.  Ai  this  lime,  I  made  k  re-examination  of  the  as 
uteri,  but  found  it  Dot  more  dilated  than  at  my  previous  examiDBtiona.  La- 
bour appeaiiog  to  adraoce  slowly,  aad  the  parts  beiog  not  Id  b  state  to 
favour  its  moie  rapid  progress,  a  coDsuliatioD  was  asked  of  Dt.  Huaion, 
Ibe  coosulting  aceoocheur  to  the  Hospital,  who,  after  making  aa  examioa- 
tion  per  vaginam,  recommeDdetl  the  oa  uteri  to  be  aaointed  with  bella* 
doDoa,  and  a  draught  of  Misior.  Assafoetid.  53s.  Morpb.  Sulpb.  gr  1-8.,  to  be 
oivea  every  hour,  aod  the  Oleum  Succioi  to  be  rubbed  dowD  the  spine. 
After  persereiiag  ia  these  remedies  for  some  time,  (the  patieDt  Dot  beiDg 
benefited,  the  fits  rocniriDg  al  the  same  iDtervals  aa  before,)  the;  wue 
stopped,  and  the  followiog  mixture  was  prescribed  : 
»  Tr.  Valer.  Ammon.  31. 

Tr.  Opii  Acei.  g"-  xlviij. 

Camphor,  gr.  sxxvj. 

Ext.  Hyoscyam.  gr.  xij. 

Sacch.  Alb.  et  G.  Acac.  q.  t. 

AquK  q.  s.  ut.  fL  Jvj.     M. 
A  tablft-epoontul  to  he  given  every  two  hours. 

After  lakiDg  two  table-spoon  fuU  of  this  mixture,  (he  nterioe  coDlraclioiu 
and  the  pains  ceased ;  the  dose  was  now  diminished  to  a  lea-spoonful,  and 
the  patient  merely  kept  under  its  influence.  While  she  took  this  medi- 
cine,  (for  she  had  to  suspend  its  use,  on  account  of  a  slight  nausea,  for  a 
day,  when  the  fits  again  returned,)  she  had  do  fits,  but  remained  periMil; 
well,  until  the  oight  of  the  27ih  of  February,  when  she  was  delivered  of  a 
boy  well  formed  and  healthy.  The  patient  is  herself  doing  perfectly  well, 
there  having  been  no  sign  ofa  fit  during  the  delivery,  01  since. 

It  may  be  proper  to  remark,  that  during  her  previous  labours,  noihing 
nnnatuial  had  occurred;  and  her  life  had  been  exempt  ftom  anything  m 
the  kind,  until  her  present  accouchement.  During  the  whole  of  the  period 
occupied  in  labour,  her  bowels  were  in  an  open  state,  and  her  urine  passed 
freely,  J,  L.  Ludlow,  M.D. 

March  3,  1843. 

AST.  n.— OBSERVATIONS  ON  SOME  OP  THE  SIGNS  OF  LIVE 

ANDSTILLBIRTH,  IN  THEIR  APPLICATIONS  TO  MEDICAL 

JURISPRUDENCE.     By  John  B.  Beck,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Materia 

Medica  and  Medical  Jurisprudence  io  the  College  of  Physicians  aod  Sdi> 

geons  of  the  University  of  the  State  of  New  York.' 

[The  following  observations  are  from  oae  whose  attention  has  been  long 

and  ably  directed  to  a  most  important  subjecL     They  suggest  great  cautioa 

to  the  medical  jurist  who  is  called  upon  to  pronounce  in  a  case  so  full  of 

moment  to  all  concerned.    To  exhibit  still  more  strongly  the  discriminaiiog 

caution— Ibe  judicious  doubt— that  is  demanded  in  such  eases,  we  prenist 

a  summary  of  the  results  oblained  by  aoolher  excellent  observer — Dr.  Gay.* 

"  Weight  of  the  Lungi.~1.  The  weightof  the  lungs  of  still-bornchildren 

of  the  same  age  varies  within  wide  limits;  the  chief  causes  of  difference 

being  the  sex  and  the  weight  of  the  body. 

"2.  The  weight  of  the  lungs  in  mature  still-born  cbildreQ  is  aa  follows: 
greatest  weight,  166lj  least  weight,  340;  average  weight,  874. 

"3.  The  weight  of  the  lungs  in  mature  still-horn  children  ofibe  male  and 
female  sex  respectively  is  as  follows:  greatest  weight,  1661,  1492;  least 
weight,  360,  340;  average  weight,  950,  809. 
"4.  The  weight  of  the  lungs  in  children  who  have  respired  also  varies 
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within  vide  limite;.  th«  chief  causei  of  dlfierettce,  id  addition  to  thoM 
which  affect  still-born  childreo,  being  the  degree  and  duration  of  respiratioD. 

"5.  In  children  who  hare  survived  ibeir  birth  one  moolh  or  less,  the  highest 
recorded  weight  is  3440  greias;  the  lowest  432  graiasj  and  the  aveiage 
1072  grains. 

"6.  The  weight  of  the  lungs  for  males  and  females  respectively,  at  the 
game  a^es,  is  as  follows:  greatest  weight,  2440,  I74S;  leas[  weight,  432, 
479;  average  weight,  1121.  982. 

"  7.  The  weight  of  (he  fangs  incresBes  with  the  increaaing  perfection  of 
the  respiration,  but  is  very  slightly  augmented  by  imperfect  respiration. 

"8.  The  weight  of  the  lungs  also  increases  with  the  duration  of  the  res- 
piration; but  appears  to  be  lesa  when  respiration  has  continued  more  ihaa 
one  hour  and  leas  than  twelve,  than  when  it  has  lasted  less  ihan  one  hour. 

"  9.  The  mean  wei,;blof  the  lungs  in  mature  children  who  have  lived  one 
month  or  less  exceeds  the  mean  weight  in  mature  still-born  childreo,  by 
■omewhai  less  than  one-foarlh,  the  numbers  being  574  and  1072. 

"  10.  The  average  and  extreme  values  drawn  from  small  numbers  of  facts 
differ  widely  from  each  other,  and  cannot  be  depended  upon  for  medico-legal  - 
purposes. 

"  II.  The  average  values  cannot  be  safely  employed  as  standards  of  com- 
parison, and  the  extreme  values  admit  of  very  rare  application. 

"  12.  If  the  absolute  weight  of  the  lungs  is  employed  as  a  test  of  respira- 
tion, the  value  obtained  in  an  individual  case  ought  to  be  compared  with  the 
average  or  extreme  numbers  oblaioed  for  the  same  weight  of  bodv. 

"The  following  ptoposiiions  have  an  important  bearing  on  Plonoquet's 
Test. 

"  I.  The  weight  of  the  lungs  both  before  and  after  respiration  increases 
with  the  weight  of  the  body ;  but  the  proportion  which  the  lungs  bear  (o  the 
body  decreases  as  the  weight  of  the  body  increases. 

"  2.  For  the  same  weight  of  body  the  weight  of  the  lungs  vaiies  within 
wide  limits,  and  cice  ver»&,  for  the  same  weight  of  lungs  the  weight  of  the 
body  varies  within  wide  limits.  This  variation  is  more  considerable  afiec 
respiration  than  bcfoie  it. 

"  3.  The  weight  of  the  body  in  still-born  children  is  greater  than  in  chil- 
dren born  alive ;  the  former  exceeding  the  taller  by  nearly  one-third. 

"4.  Theweight  of  the  lungs  is  subject  to  much  greater  variation  than  that 
of  (he  body. 

"  5.  The  weight  of  the  lungs  is  much  greater  in  the  male  than  in  the  fe- 
male." 

"  Ploucquefi  Teat. — 1.  The  pro  portion  which  the  weight  of  the  lun^s  bears 
to  thai  of  the  body,  like  the  absolute  weight  of  the  tun^s,  varies  within  wide 
limitsj  the  proportion  in  mature  still-born  children  being  as  follows:  great- 
eat  proportion,  1  :  24;  least  proportion,  1  :  176;  average  proportion,  1  :  57. 

"  2.  The  proportion  in  males  and  females  respectively  is  as  follows ;  great- 
est proportion,  1 :  24,  1  :  36;  least  proportion,  1  :  176,  1 :  119;  average  pro- 
portion, 1  :  53,  1 :  63. 

"  3.  In  children  who  have  survived  their  birth  one  month  or  less,  the  highest 
recorded  proportion  is  1 :  19;  the  lowest,  1 :  132;  and  the  average,  1 :  38. 

"4.  The  proportion  for  males  and  females  respectively  at  the  same  age 
is  as  follows :  ereatest  propoiiion,  1 :  19 ;  leaat  proportion,  l:133,l:9Si 
average  proportion,  1 :  35,  1 :  43. 

"5.  Tiie  proportion  which  the  lon{^  bear  to  the  body  increases  with  the 
increasing  perfection  of  the  respiration,  but  is  very  slightly  augmented  bf 
imperfect  respiration. 

<■  6.  The  pioportion  also  increases  with  the  duration  of  the  respiration, 
but  appears  to  oe  less  when  respiration  has  continued  mote  than  one  hour 
and  less  than  twelve,  than  when  it  has  lasted  less  than  one  hotir. 

"7.  The  average  ptopoition  in  mature  childienwho  have  tired  one  noQlb 
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or  less,  exceeds  that  in  mature  still-born  childrcD ;  ihe  numbers  being  1 :  57 
before  respiraiion ;  and  1  :  3S  after  respiration. 

"8.  The  proportions  calculated  from  a  small  number  of  facts  differ  widelf 
from  each  other,  and  cannot  be  depended  upon  for  medico-legal  paiposes. 

"9.  Tbe  average  proportions  cunnoc  be  safely  employed  as  standards  of 
comparison,  and  the  extreme  values,  though  more  to  be  depended  on  than 
the  highest  aod  lowest  weight  of  the  lon^s,  are  of  verv  limited  application. 

"  10.  If  the  average  or  extreme  proportions  are  employed  as  siaodaids  of 
comparison,  the  proportion  obtained  in  any  individual  case  must  be  com- 
pared with  the  average  or  extreme  numbers  calculated  for  the  same  weight 
of  body." 

"The  observation  a,"  Dr.  Guy  concludes,  "cootained  in  the  present  eataj 
lend  strong  confirmation  to  the  unfavourable  opinion  expressed  on  a  former 
occasion  of  ibe  static  lung  teals  as  tests  of  respiration.  Whether  employed 
to  distinguish  respiration  from  non-respiration,  or  respiration  from  inflation 
they  nre  alike  insufficient  except  in  cases  of  extremely  rare  occurrence, 
where  we  can  make  use  of  the  extreme  values.  On  the  supposition  that  the 
question  of  inflation  has  no  place,  the  static  lung  tests  are  as  unnecessary  as 
they  are  useless;  if  we  have  proved  thai  either  respiration  or  inflalion  bis 
taken  place,  they  can  only  be  employed  with  advantage  in  the  extremely 
rare  instances  just  alluded  to,  viz.  where  we  can  emjtloy  the  extreme  values. 
Hence,  Iben,  the  proposition  which  concludes  my  ffrst  essay  requires  to  be 
<lightly,madified,  and  will  stand  thus: — 

"The  static  lung  tests  are  utterly  useless  for  all  practical  pQrposes,  and 
ought  not  to  be  relied  on  in  medico-lezal  inquiries,  except  in  rare  instances, 
where  the  extreme  values  can  be  employed." — En.] 

In  all  cases  of  alleged  child  murder,  one  of  the  great  qnesilons  to  be  es- 
tablished, is  the  fact  of  the  child's  having  respired  or  not.  As  the  signs  by 
which  ibis  is  to  be  determined  are  still  the  subject  of  much  difference  of 
opinion  among  medical  jurists,  it  becomes  important  to  enlarge  our  existing 
stock  of  knowledge,  by  the  accumulation  of  new  aod  repealed  observations. 
With  Ibis  view,  I  have  embraced  every  opportunity  that  has  been  thrown  in 
my  way  of  examining  the  dead  new-born  subject.  The  following  obserta- 
lioDS  are  founded  upon  the  eiamioalion  of  tea  snch  subjects,  which  I  have 
been  enabled  to  make  through  the  kindness  of  some  of  my  professioDal 
friends.  To  Dr.  Wiison,  formerly  physician  of  the  Bellevue  Hospital,  from 
which  institution  many  of  the  subjects  were  furnished,  I  am  particularly  in- 
debted. As  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  birth  of  each  are  known, 
no  doubt  or  uncertainly  can  attach  lo  the  accuracy  of  the  conclusions  drawn 
from  them. 

Among  the  tests  prjnci|ially  relied  on  to  determine  ibis  question,  ibemost 
imporlant  aie  the  following:—!.  The  static  lest.  %  The  hydrostatic  lest 
3.  The  state  of  the  ductus  arteriosus. 

1.  77te  etalic  test.  This  lest  is  founded  on  the  fact,  that  Ibe  act  of  res- 
piration causes  on  increase  in  the  weight  of  the  lungs,  Tbereare  two  forms 
in  which  this  teat  has  been  applied.  The  first  is  by  comparing  the  weight 
of  the  Jungs  with  that  of  the  body.  This  is  commonly  called  Ploucquei's 
lest.     The  second  is  Ihat  of  inking  the  absolute  weight  of  Ihe  lungs. 

a.  Phwquet't  lest.  This  is  so  called  from  its  having  been  originalI|' 
suggested  bv  Ploucquet.  It  is  founded  on  the  fact,  that  as  soon  as  respira- 
tion takes  place  in  a  new-born  infant,  an  additional  quantity  of  blood  pene- 
trates the  lungs,  inconsequence  of  which,  these  organs  become  heavier  than 
anterior  to  respiration.  As  the  weight  of  the  body  of  the  child  cannot  un- 
dergo any  change,  he  suggested  accordingly,  thai  a  comparison  of  the  weight 
of  tlie  body  of  the  child  with  the  weight  of  its  lungs,  would  furnish  a  lest 
by  which  to  determine  whether  it  had  respired  or  nol.  Prom  the  few  ob- 
servations which  he  made,  he  came  to  the  cnnclnsion  that  where  respiration 
bad  not  taken  place,  the  proponion  between  the  weight  of  ibe  Innga  and  that 
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of  the  body,  was  as  1  to  70;  while  on  the  other  hand,  where  respiration  had 
tahea  place,  il  was  as  1  to  35;  or  in  other  words,  that  the  weight  or  the 
luDgs  WHS  doubled  in  coosequeoce  of  respiration.  A  (eat  so  beautiful  as 
this,  and  founded  apparently  upon  principles  so  truly  physiological,  il  was 
hoped,  would  Hid,  very  materially,  to  soke  this  imporiaDi  question.  Nu- 
merous experiments  and  obserraliona  were  accordingly  made  to  test  its  ac- 
curacy in  actual  practice  ;  and  the  result  has  been,  that  while  some  appre- 
ciate It  very  highly,  by  others  it  is  viewed  as  ellogeiher  uncertain.  Id  the 
ten  cases  wbicb  I  hare  eiamined,  the  proportions  are  the  following: 

CUIdrco  that  had  retpired.  Children  ibal  bid  not  inpiml.  - 

1 1  :  43  1 1  :  58 

2 1  :  35  2    ......    1  :  36 


Average,    .     1  :  40  5 1  :  50 

6 1  :  SB 

7 1  :  54 

Average,  .  1  :  47 
Now  the  conclusions  to  be  drawo  from  these  obseivationB,  are  manifestly 
adverse  to  the  accuracy  of  this  test.  Taking  the  individual  cases,  there  ia 
not  a  single  one  of  those  which  bad  not  respired,  which  reach  the  propoT- 
liona  laid  down  by  Ploucquel,  while  in  the  same  list,  cases  2  aad  4  are  very 
neatly  the  proportions  laid  down  for  children  that  have  respired.  If  we  take 
the  general  averages,  too,  of  the  cases,  we  find  that  they  do  not  correspond 
with  the  proportions  suggested  by  Ploucquet. 

Since  the  time  of  Ploucquet,  a  great  numbei  of  observations  have  been 
made  by  other  persons,  and  as  the  ri     '      '  ■■  -     •  .— 

proportions.     The  follawingare  son 


Schmilt    ...     I  :  52 
Cbanssier     .    .     1  :  49  1  :  39 

Devergie      .    .     1  :  60  1  :  45 

These,  as  beiog  deduced  from  a  large  number  of  cases,  come  nearer  the 
true  proportions  than  those  of  Ploucquet,  and  correspond  more  nearly  with 
my  own  observations.  Still,  however,  it  is  to  be  lecollected  that  they  are 
mere  average  numbers,  and  therefore  do  not  meet  the  circumstances  of  indi- 
vidual cases,  which  of  course  they  ought  to  do,  for  the  purpose  of  rendering 
them  practically  available.  It  may  be  ashed,  then,  is  this  test  to  be  rejected 
altogelherl  As  an  infallible  one,  it  ceriainly  should  be.  Notwithstanding 
this,  it  is  Biill,  I  think,  valuable  as  furnishing  corroborative  proof,  and  should, 
Iberefore,  never  be  neglected.  It  should  always  be  taken  in  connection  with 
the  other  signs ;  and  when  this  is  done,  it  may  aid  very  materially  in  com- 
ing ID  a  correct  cooclusion. 

6.  Absolute  weight  of  Ike  lungs.  By  some  it  has  been  supposed,  that  the 
actual  weight  of  the  lungs  would  furnish  another  criterion  of  the  fact  of  res- 
piration having  taken  place  or  not.  Accordingly,  an  average  weight  of 
1000  grains  has  been  proposed  for  ihe  lungs  of  a  child  which  has  respired, 
and  600  grains  for  those  of  a  child  which  has  not  leapired.  A  moment's 
reflection,  however,  must  convince  us  that  this  is  still  more  uncertain  than 
the  test  of  Ploucquet.  Children  born  at  the  full  time,  we  know,  differ 
greatly  in  their  weight,  and  of  course  there  must  be  a  corresponding  differ- 
ence in  the  weight  of  the  lungs.  I  have  known  a  child  bom  at  the  full 
time,  healthy  and  perfect  in  every  respect,  and  yel  weigh  only  four  pounds; 
while  children  weighing  eight,  nine  and  tea  pounds  are  by  no  means  qd- 
common.  The  lungs,  therefore,  of  a  child  which  had  not  respired,  of  nine 
pounds,  would  probably  weigh  more  than  those  of  a  child  of  four  pounds, 
•spired;  and  such  has  been  found  lo  be  the  case  by  actaal 


ich  had  respired; 
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obwerralioD.     Id  ibe  cas«fl  which  I  bare  uamtDed,  the  following  were  the 

BtAin  inplmloii.  ABai  r«■rlnlil>D■ 

l    .    .    .    .    540gr*ina.  1    .    .    .    .    396  grains. 


Average,    .    761 

Ad  aaalysis  of  these  weights  will  show  at  once  bow  fatlacioas  tbi>  teat 
must  be.  W«  have  here,  in  three  cases,  before  leapiraiioo  took  place,  the 
lungs  weigbiag  more  than  in  those  which  bad  respired ;  while  the  general 
average  weight  is  greater  in  those  which  had  not  respired— just  the  reverse 
of  what  it  ought  to  be  according  to  this  lest. 

2.  Tht  Hydrottatic  test.  This  leet  is  founded  upon  the  difference  io  the 
specific  gravity  of  the  lungs  before  and  after  reapirstion.  In  other  words, 
iung>  which  have  not  respired  will  float  in  water,  while  those  which  hare 
not  respired  will  sink.  Every  observation  which  I  hare  been  enabled  to 
make,  has  confirmed  me  io  the  ceneral  accuracy  of  this  test.  It  is  liable, 
however,  to  certain  fallacies  or  objections  which  require  Io  be  understood, 
to  enable  us  to  make  a  correct  practical  application  of  the  lest.  On  the  one 
band,  lungs  which  have  not  Tetpired  may  6oat  from  pufre/acfion— from 
artificial  inflation — from  emphysetitai  while,  on  ihe  other  band,  lungs 
which  have  respired  may  sink  from  diseate,  or  from  the  regpiraiiou  being 
feeble  or  imperfect.  Of  these,  I  shall  only  notice  two,  as  they  are  the  only 
ones,  of  which  illustrations  have  occurred  in  tbe  cases  which  I  have  ex- 
•mined.    They  are,  however,  the  most  importaut  of  all  the  objections. 

a.  Putrefaction.  That  the  lungs  of  a  child  which  bas  not  respired  xaaj 
float  in  consegueucc  of  putrefaction,  although  at  one  lime  questioned,  is 
beyond  doubt.  The  case  which  1  shall  presently  relate,  independent  of 
numerous  others,  establishes  this  fact.  The  modesof  disiinguishmg  it  from 
the  floating  of  respiration  are  simple  and  obvious,  a.  By  the  air  bubbles 
beio^  risible  under  the  external  coverin?  of  tbe  lungs.  In  vital  respiration 
this  IS  not  tbe  case.  b.  By  the  ease  with  which  the  air  can  be  pressed  oat 
of  lbs  lungs.  By  simply  squeezing  them  io  the  hand,  they  can  readily  be 
made  to  sink  in  tne  water.  In  vital  respiration  this  cannot  he  done.  c.  By 
ihe  sinking  of  tbe  internal  portion  of  ue  lungs.  The  air.  in  pntrefaciiou, 
forms  on  tbe  surface  of  the  lungs;  and  beoce  the  ioiernat  part,  if  cut  oat 
«nd  put  into  water,  will  not  float.  In  vital  respiration,  the  internsl  part  will 
float  more  readily  than  the  external  part  of  the  lungs. 

Cate.  Aug.  23,  1838.  A  still-born  child  was  presented  for  examination 
by  Dr.  Wilson  of  Bellevue  Hospiul.  The  child  bad  been  born  two  days 
before.  The  weather  beiag  iniensely  hot,  decomposition  had  commenced. 
The  body  was  of  a  greenish  colour;  the  abdomen  greatly  distended;  the 
skin  peelmg  off  in  several  parts  of  the  body.  Tbe  cord  about  two  inches 
long,  smooth,  sofi,  moist  and  flexible;  weight,  31680  grains;  length,  22 
inehes ;  the  umbilicus  twelve  inches  from  tbe  top  of  tbe  head — the  centre  of 
the  body,  accordingly,  a  little  above  Ihe  umbilicus.  On  opening  tbe  chest, 
the  surface  of  the  lungs  was  found  covered  with  air  bubbles,  varying  from 
tbe  size  ofalar^epea  lo  a  pin's  head.  On  the  posterior  part  of  these  organs 
there  were  no  air  bubbles.  The  colour  of  Ibe  lungs  was  dark  red,  with  nere 
and  there  spots  of  a  lighter  hue.  The  lungs  taken  out  of  tbe  cbesi,  with  the 
heart  and  thymus  gland  attached,  floated  in  the  water ;  separated  from  tbe 
heart  and  thymus  gland,  they  also  floated,  as  did  also  the  latter  organs. 
The  weight  of  the  lungs  was  540  grains;  making  the  celatiTe  weight  (a  that 
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of  the  body  u  1  :  68.  A  porlioD  of  the  iaieroftt  part  of  the  right  Ini^  being 
cut  out,  aaok  ia  witer.  Both  loDga  were  nov  subjected  to  moderate  pre«- 
sure,  and  after  this  ihey  tank  io  water.  Each  laog  was  now  cat  into  ten 
pieces,  and  on  being  pul  into  water,  some  aank,  while  others  floated.  On 
Deing  moderatelv  compressed  between  the  finf^rs,  each  separate  section 
sank  rapidly  to  the  baitom  of  the  vessel.  The  doctus  arteriosus  was  cylin- 
drical in  shape,  and  aboot  the  size  of  the  pnlmonary  artery ;  the  foramen 
orale  open;  the  umbilical  vessels  and  ductus  yenosus  perrioug;  and  meco- 
nium in  the  large  intestines. 

This  case  illustrates,  venr  strikingly,  the  fact  that  the  tongs  of  a  still-bom 
child  may  float  from  putrelactioD,  and  at  the  same  time  confirms  the  aceo- 
raer  of  the  lesCs^  by  which  it  may  be  distinguished  from  the  floating  which 
is  toe  result  of  tiIbI  respiration. 

6.  ArCiJieial  inflation.  That  the  tungs  of  a  child  which  has  not  respired 
may  be  artificially  inflaled,  so  as  to  cause  them  to  float,  ihotigh  doubled  by 
■ome,  is  well  established ;  and  when  tbis  is  the  case,  it  presents  one  of  the 
most  puzzling  problems — to  distinguish  it  from  vital  respiration.  The  only 
test  upon  which  any  reliance  can  be  placed,  is  the  application  of  snilabla 
pressure  to  the  lungs.  If  the  floating  be  the  result  of  vital  respiration,  no 
degree  of  pressare  can  ezpel  the  air  from  the  lung^  sufficiently  to  cause  them 
to  sink;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  in  cases  of  artificial  inflation,  this  can  be 
done. 

Oue.  Dec.  6,  i839.  Examined  a  child  which  had  been  still-born,  but 
which  the  accoucheur  had  allempled  loiesuscilaie  by  blowing  into  its  mouth, 
bat  withont  success.  Length,  twenty  inchesj  the  centre  of  the  body  at  the 
umbilicus;  head  full  of  hair;  nails  full  grown,  and  the  body  perfectly  sound. 
Weigbt  47040  grains.  No  infiammatory  circle  around  the  navel ;  tborai  flat. 
On  opening  the  chest,  the  lungs  weie  found  in  the  upper  and  lateral  porliona 
of  the  chfst,  leaving  the  pericardium  and  diaphragm  uncovered.  On  taking 
oat  the  lungs,  the  right  lung  was  of  a  dark  red  colour,  with  (he  exception 
of  the  tower  part  of  the  upper  lobe,  and  the  upper  part  of  the  lower  lobe, 
which  were  of  a  bright  red.  The  middle  lobe  had  alternate  patches  of 
bright  red  aud  dark  red.  The  left  lung  was  dark  red,  with  the  exception  of 
the  exiremiiv  of  the  lower  lobe  and  the  posterior  part  of  the  upper  lobe, 
which  were  bright  red.  Diaiinct  crepitus  in  both  lungs  in  the  parts  corres- 
ponding to  the  bright  patches.  The  weight  of  the  lungs  was  900  grains, 
ntakingthe  relative  weight  to  that  of  the  body  as  1 :  53.  Both  lungs  floated 
in  water.  The  separate  lobes  of  each  lung  also  floated.  The  right  lunz 
was  then  col  into  twelve  pieces,  all  of  which  floated:  but  all  the  pieces  sank 
after  being  subjected  to  pressure.  The  leTt  long  was  cut  into  ten  pieces, 
and  all  but  one  floated.  On  pressure  being  made,  they  all  sank.  The  pres- 
sure was  made  by  placing  ihem  io  a  piece  of  siroog  lioen,  and  then  twisting 
and  wringing  them;  after  this  they  were  placed  under  a  large  flat  stone. 

The  ductus  arteriosus  was  as  large  as  the  trunk  of  the  pulmonary  artery; 
cylindrical  in  shape,  and  much  larger  thao  the  branches  of  the  pulmooarr 
artery.    The  foramen  ovale,  ductoa  venosus,  umbilical  arteries  and  veioB  all 

This  case  is  exceedingly  interesting,  as  illnstratiog  the  eflects  of  artificial 
inflation,  and  as  showing  how  nearly  the;  resemble  those  of  vital  respira- 
tion. The  floating  of  the  lungs  was  almost  perfect,  and  tbe  weight  of  the 
lungs  (SOO  grains)  was  nearly  that  of  the  usual  average  standard  of  children 
that  have  respired.  On  the  other  hand,  the  sinking  of  the  lungs,  after  due 
pressure,  the  relative  weight  of  the  lungs  and  the  body,  1 :  52,  and  the  state 
of  the  ductus  arteriosus,  were  in  favour  of  artificial  inflation. 

3.  Slatt  of  the  ductua  arteriotut.  This  is  also  called  the  Vienna  tesL 
from  its  being  originally  sugrested  by  Prof.  Bernt,  of  Vienna.  It  is  founded 
on  certain  ctuinges,  which  take  place  in  the  ductus  arteriosus,  immediately 
after  respiration.  In  the  mature  fixtus  before  respiration,  this  duct  is  aboat 
half  an  inch  long,  cylindrical  in  shape,  with  a  diameter  about  equal  to  that 
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of  the  pulmonary  artery,  and  more  tbtn  double  ihe  size  of  the  brasebea  of 
that  artery,  each  of  which  is  equal  to  that  of  a  crow  quill.  If  theebild  hare 
respired  a  few  momeDis,  the  duet  becomes  conical  id  shape,  wilh  its  con- 
tracted pan  towards  the  aorta.  If  the  child  have  respired  for  some  hours  or 
a  day,  it  becomes  cylindrical  agaio  io  shape,  but  lesseaed  io  length  and 
diameter.  It  is  much  less  dow  thao  the  pulmonary  arterr,  and  not  larger 
(ban  the  branches  of  that  artery.  If  the  child  have  respired  for  several  davs 
or  ft  week,  the  duct  will  be  found  slill  more  contracted ;  its  diameter  will  be 
not  larger  than  a  crow  (luill,  while  the  branches  of  the  pulmonary  artery  are 
mnch  enlarged  ro  tbe  size  of  a  goose  quill. 

The  result  uf  my  observatioDS  goes  strongly  to  sapporl  the  accuracy  of 
these  obserratioDS.  In  six  still-born  children,  I  found  tbe  doctus  arienoaus 
cylindrical  in  shape,  and  about  (he  size  of  the  main  trunk  of  the  pulmonary 
artery,  and  considerably  larger  than  tbe  branches  of  the  pulmonary  artery — 
in  some  cases  double  the  size.  In  a  seventh  still-boro  child,  1  found  it 
nearly  the  size  of  the  pulraonsry  artery,  but  not  much  larger  than  its 
branches.  In  a  child  which  had  fifed  four  days,  tbe  ductus  arteriosus  was 
cylindrical,  three  lines  in  length,  and  about  the  size  of  a  crow  q^uill,  and  not 
more  than  half  the  size  of  tbepulmonaty  aiiery.  In  a  child  which  bad  Itred 
three  days,  tbe  ductus  arteriosus  was  two  and  a  half  lines  long  and  cylindri- 
cal ;  about  ooe-lhiril  the  size  of  the  pulmonary  artery,  and  somewhat  smaller 
iban  the  branches  of  that  artery.  In  a  child  which  lived  forty-six  hours* 
the  ductus  arteriosus  was  one-fourth  of  an  inch  long,  cylindrical  in  shape, 
less  than  half  the  size  of  the  pulmonaiy  aitery  and  about  equal  to  the 
branches  of  thai  artery. 

Alihongh  (be  foregoing  observations,  generally  speaking,  cooJirDi  tbe  ac- 
curacy uf  this  test,  it  is  to  be  recollected  that  it  is  not  to  be  relied  upon  in  all 
cases.    This  has  been  shown  particularly  by  Oifila. 

I  have  thus,  as  briefly  as  possible,  recorded  the  results  of  tbe  foregoing 
observations,  without  indulging  in  Ihe  many  comments  which  naturally 
suggest  themselves.  I  have,  however,  in  another  place,'  so  fully  discussed 
all  the  points  connected  with  this  subject  as  to  render  them  at  present  un- 
necesaary. 

AnT.  III.— ANALYTICAL  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  RESEARCHES 
AND  RECTIFICATIONS  IN  THE  PRACTICE  OF  AUSCULTA- 
TION AND  PERCUSSION,  made  by  Dr.  Joseph  Skooa,  Teacher  of 
Clinical  Medicine  io  tbe  Hospital  of  Vienna.  By  John  Drtsdalb,  M.D, 
and  John  R.  Rosseix,  M.D.  ■ 

[In  a  former  number  of  the  Intelligencer  (p.  27}  we  published  the  views 
ofDr.  Skoda  on  Auscultation  and  Percussion.  The  following  article  is  a 
continuation  of  the  former,  and  contains  Dr.  Skoda's  views  on  the  Au»ciit- 
taliott  of  th«  Hearl.~-EB.'] 

On  th«  Sounds  of  the  Heart.— Dr.  Skoda  first  considers  in  detail  the  vari- 
ous theories  which  have  been  proposed  to  explain  the  production  of  tbe 
sounds  of  the  heart,  and  the  experiments  on  which  some  of  these  hare  been 
founded,  and  wbile  he  entirely  dissents  from  tbe  explanatioQ  of  Hope,  Bur- 
dacb,  and  others,  he  partially  agrees  with  those  given  by  Magendie,  Wil- 
liams, the  Dublin  Commiltee  of  tbe  British  Association,  &e.;  and  tben 
proceeds  to  develope  his  own  views,  which,  it  will  be  seen,  are  fundamen- 
tally the  same  as  those  of  Rouanet  and  Bouillaud,  although  differing  in  some 
important  particulars. 
To  obtain  a  solution  of  the  question  as  to  the  origin  of  the  sounds  beaid 

e,  by  T.  Romeyn  Beck,  HD.,  and  John  B.  Bcek, 
•  Ediab.  Med.  «nd  Surg.  Journ.,  Ju.  184S.,  p.  95. 
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in  the  region  of  the  heart,  mere  riviuectioD  will  not  alone,  he  (hink»j  suffice ; 
but  observaiioDE  on  healthv  and  diseased  indirlduals,  and  a  careful  com- 
parisoa  of  tbe  pbeDomena  oiwerrad  duriog  life,  with  the  results  of  esamio*- 
lion  after  death,  are  requisite.  The  iounds  arieiog  from  the  motions  of  the 
heart  have  not  the  same  degree  of  diHinciness  and  clearness  in  different 
individuals,  although  quite  healthfj  in  one,  tlief  are  not  sharply  marked, 
and  scarcely  to  be  heard,  while  ia  another,  they  are  Terjr  clear;  in  one,  they 
can  scarcely  be  perceived  in  the  region  of  the  heart,  in  another,  tbev  may  b« 
distinctly  heard  almost  over  the  whole  anterior  surface  of  the  chest-  In 
many  individuals  these  sounds  are  heard  most  disiiocily  at  the  point  where 
the  heart  beats,  while  in  others  they  are  only  feebly  heard  at  this  spot,  and 
more  distinctly  over  tbe  aorta  and  pulmonary  artery.  If  the  sounds  neard  at 
tbe  point  where  the  heail  beats  be  compared  with  those  heard  above  the 
base  of  ihe  heart,  at  the  part  undei  which  the  aorta  and  pulmonary  artery 
lie,  it  will  often  be  remarked  that  towards  the  apex  of  the  heart  the  first 
sound  (i.  e.  that  synchronous  with  the  beat  of  the  heart)  is  longer  than  the 
second,  while,  above  the  base  of  the  heart,  this  relation  is  reversed.  On 
comparJDK  the  sound  heard  at  the  spot  where  Ihe  apex  of  the  heart  strike* 
Ihe  chest,  thai  is,  over  the  left  ventricle,  with  those  Heard  under  the  sternum, 
in  a  line  with  that  spot,  i.  e.  over  Ihe  right  ventricle,  it  will  soroeiimes  be 
observed  that  the  sounds  differ  iu  strength  and  clearness  at  these  two  points. 
Finally,  in  auscultating  above  the  base  of  the  heart,  on  the  right  side  of  tbe 
Bleraum,  suoieivbat  above  its  middle,  i.  e.  the  spot  under  which  the  aorta 
runs,  the  sounds  will  be  sometimes  heard  different  in  strength  and  clearness 
from  those  heard  in  a  line  with  this  point  about  an  inch  in  the  left  side  of 
the  sternum,  i.  e.  over  tbe  pulmonary  artery.  These  differences  in  the 
sounds,  which  are  not  uafrequently  quite  perceptible  in  healthy  individoals, 
become  much  more  distinct  in  tbe  various  morbid  conditions  to  which  the 
heart  is  liable.  Those  who  have  frequent  opportunities  of  examining  cases 
of  diseases  of  the  heart,  will  meet  with  instances  in  which  both  the  normal 
sounds  are  entirely  wanting  in  the  part  of  the  chest  corresponding  to  the 
left  ventricle,  and  their  place  supplied  by  a  single  or  double  abnormal  sound 
resembling  blowing,  sawing,  rasping,  &c. ;  while  to  the  right  of  this,  over 
the  right  ventricle,  and  above  the  base  of  the  heart,  over  the  aorta  and  pul- 
monary artery,  both  the  normal  sounds  are  heard  quite  distinctly.  In  other 
cases,  the  sounds  may  be  normal  in  the  left  ventricle,  in  the  aorta  and  pul- 
monary artery,  while  they  are  replaced  by  a  bellowg-sound  in  tbe  right 
ventricle.  Still  more  frequently  are  cases  met  with  in  which  a  single  oi 
double  bellows-sound  la  heard  in  the  part  corresponding  to  the  course  of  the 
aorta,  while  both  the  normal  sounds  are  beard  distitlcily  over,  tbe  right  and 
left  ventricles,  and  over  the  pulmonary  artery.  It  also  happens  that  a  single 
or  double  abnormal  sound  may  be  heard  over  tbe  aorta  and-  left  ventricle, 
while  the  normal  sounds  are  beard  over  the  right  ventricle  and  pulmonary 
artery ;  or  there  is  heard  an  abnormal  sound  over  both  ventricles,  or  over  the 
right  ventricle  and  the  aorta,  or  over  both  ventricles  and  the  aorta,  white  in 
the  spots  where  no  abnormal  sound  is  heard  the  normal  sounds  may  be  dis- 
tinctly perceived. 

If  inese  observations  are  correct,  then  it  follows  that  tbe  right  and  lefi  ven- 
tricles, tbe  aorta  and  pulmonary  artery  are  each,  independently,  capable  of 
producing  both  the  sounds  heard  in  the  region  of  the  hearL 

On  comparing  the  observatioits  during  life  with  the  results  of  dissections, 
it  is  almost  always  observed  that  abnormal  conditions  of  the  valves, — 
such  aa,  excrescences,  thickening,  narrowing  nf  the  orifices,  are  formed  in 
cases  which  have  preseuled,  during  life,  the  alteralions  of  the  normal  sovads 
described  above.  Yet  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  occasionally  the  valves  are 
found  not  quite  normal  after  death,  in  cases  which  presented  no  alteration 
of  the  sounds  during  life.  This  shows  that  it  is  not  every  change  in  the 
valves  that  is  capable  of  producing  a  sufficiently  perceptible  alteration  in  the 
sounds;  or  that  other  circumstances  must  co-opeiate  with  ibe  affection  of 
10 
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the  valves  in  produeiDE  alteTation  of  the  sonnda.  Theae  facts  render  neee»- 
■arr  a  more  detailed  ezamiQaiion  of  the  stmctare  aod  faact ion  of  the  valves 
in  the  healthy  as  well  as  in  the  morbid  state. 

Acliim  of  the  triairpid  and  mitral  valves  during  the  motions  of  iMt 
Heart.— Dr.  Skoda  here  directs  alteDlion  to  the  mode  of  disiributiop  of  the 
cordce  tendinea  on  ibe  Iricaspid  and  mitral  valves,  which,  though  prerioDsly 
overlooked,  is  of  so  much  imporiaDce,  that,  without  taking  it  iolo  accoani, 
we  cannot  form  an  accurate  idea  of  the  precise  mode  in  which  ibeee  valves 
prevent  the  reflux  of  the  blood  into  ibe  auricles.  We  may,  therefore,  enter 
■omenbai  more  fully  into  his  description  of  the  anatomy  and  function  of 
these  parts. 

From  each  columna  camea  run  several  stronger  fibres  {corda  tendinta)  to 
the  middle  of  the  ventricular  surface  of  the  valve,  and  are  inserted  there,  or 
some  of  them  go  to  the  base  of  the  valve,  and  are  inserted  at  ibe  point  of 
juDction  of  the  valve  with  the  wall  of  tne  veatricle.  From  these  stronger 
fibres,  abont  their  middle,  and  partly  also  from  ibe  coluffims  camea  anse 
finer-fibres,  which  are  inserted  nearer  the  free  edge  of  the  valve.  These 
finer  fibres  serve  as  points  of  attachment  to  still  more  delicate  ones,  which 
are  inserted  nearer  and  ioto  the  free  margin  ol  the  valve.  By  pullmg  the 
cotumniB  earnea  in  the  direction  which  they  have  in  the  heart,  it  will  be 
aeen  that  only  the  stronger  fibres,  which  spnng  from  the  columna  canter 
are  stretched  j  both  the  other  kinds  remaining  relaxed,  even  with  the  utmost 
force  we  can  exert,  fiy  thus  pnlliog  we  never  can  stretch  the  free  edge  of 
the  valve,  but  only  the  part  ot  it  between  its  attachment  and  the  point  of 
insertion  of  the  tendinous  fibres,  which  arise  in  the  columiut  camea ;  the 
whole  of  the  rest  of  the  valve,  i.  e.  from  the  middle  to  the  edge,  remains  re- 
laxed. If  we  presa  back,  in  the  direction  of  the  auricle,  any  point  of  this 
loose  part  of  the  valve,  so  as  to  stretch  the  fibres  that  are  inserted  into  it,  a 
number  of  pouches  are  disclosed  to  view,  and  on  further  examination  the 
whole  ventricular  surface  of  the  valve,  from  the  free  edze  to  the  middle,  it 
found  to  present  similar  pouches,  which  are  obviously  Foimed  by  the  pern- 
liar  mode  in  which  the  teodiaoua  fibres  are  inserted.  Theae  pooches  le- 
present,  as  it  were,  small  aemiiunar  valves,  and  the  iri  and  bicuspid  valves 
present  tbe  appearance  of  a  combination  of  a  vaatnnmher  of  small  semilunar 
valves,  which  are  kept  in  their  proper  position  by  the  tendinous  fibres.  By 
blowing  or  pouring  water  oo  the  valve,  this  loose  psrt  is  blown  up  like  a 
sail,  aod  the  whole  of  the  pouches  are  seen  at  ouee.  During  the  contraction 
of  the  ventricle,  when  the  blood  teoda  to  flow  back  into  Ibe  aoiicie,  it  neces- 
•arily  catches  in  these  pouches,  and  thus  spreads  out  the  loose  part  of  the 
valves  as  far  as  tbe  tendinous  fibres  permit.  By  means  of  this  expansion  of 
the  valve,  the  blood  prevents  its  own  reflux  into  the  auricle,  provided  that 
the  valve  is  held  in  such  a  poaition  by  the  fibres  that  no  opening  remains 
upon  its  expansion.  And  to  secure  this,  as  is  well  known,  the  corda  tat- 
dinetE  take  their  origin  from  the  columna  camea,  in  order  that  they  may 
present  tbe  same  relative  length  during  the  coniraciion  of  the  ventricle. 

In  order  that  the  tricuspid  and  mitral  valves  may  perform  their  function 
properly,  tbey  must  display  the  above  described  pouches  at  the  free  edges, 
and  the  cortfic  tendinea  and  columna  camea  must  have  a  leorih  corrvs- 
pondiog  to  the  size  of  the  ventricle.  If  the  valve  deviate  from  the  normal 
conformation,  then  it  is  either  unable  to  prevent  the  reflux  of  the  blood  into 
the  aoricle,  or  it  ofiers  resistance  to  the  flow  of  the  blood  from  the  auricle 
into  the  ventricle  during  the  diastole  of  the  latter.  Tbe  first  of  these  is  pro- 
duced by  thickening  and  shortening  of  the  free  edge  of  the  valve  ;  or  by  its 
adhesion  to  the  finer  tendinous  fibres,  thus  producing  obliteration  of  the 
pouchea :  or  by  shortening,  lengthening,  or  laceration  of  the  eordte  tendinea 
or  by  deposition  of  excrescences,  &c.  on  the  edse  of  the  valve ;  the  second, 
by  considerable  excrescences,  blood  coagola,  calcareous  coDCrelioaa,  dec.  oo 
the  auricalar  surface  of  the  valve ;  or  by  adhesions  of  tbe  cordee  ienditua  to 
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one  another,  or  to  rbe  free  edge  of  (he  ra)r«  which  preveat  it  from  being 
freelj'  opened. 

Explanation  of  the  Normal  Soundt  in  the  Vmtriclee.— The  comparisoa 
of  the  observBtioDs  iDade  on  palieats  with  the  reaulu  of  dissectioD.  hare 
ahowo  thai  a  distinct  first  normal  souad  is  almost  aevet  heard  in  the  left 
ventricle,  when  the  mitral  valve  is  iaeapable  of  hindering  the  reBuz  of  the 
blood  into  the  auricle  during  the  coDlractioD  of  the  ventricle,  i.  e.  when  it  ia 
unperfect.  lo  such  a  case,  there  ia  heard  an  abnomal  sound  simultaneous 
with  the  sTstole  of  the  *BDiricle;  while  ai  the  aame  time  a  distinct  norma] 
sound  can  be  heard  in  all  the  other  parts  of  (be  Teeioa  of  the  heart.  The 
same  majr  be  observed  of  the  right  ventricle.  The  first  sound  which  it 
heard  durmz  the  systole  of  the  ventricle,  arises  from  the  interruption  of  the 
stream  of  blood,  from  the  abutting  of  (he  mitral  and  iricospid  valves,  and 
depends  upon  ibe  coltintJue  camea  and  corda  tendinea  being  thrown  into 
vibration  by  the  sudden  closure— by  the  blood  in  (he  ventricle— of  (he  mitral 
and  tricuspid  valves,  and  the  reason  that  the  sound  ia  proloaged  is,  thai  the 
vibration  continues  as  long  as  this  stale  of  tension  is  maintained.  This  ex- 
planaiioQ  fully  accounts  for  the  prolonged  character  of  the  sound,  for  corda 
when  suddenly  stretched  will  vibrate  for  a  considerable  time,  if  the  lennion 
be  continued,  and  may  emit  a  clear  or  even  rinj^ing  tone  reaerabling  the  one 
which  characterizes  the  first  sound  of  the  ventricles,  and  wholly  unlike  that 
produced  bvihe  contraction  of  muscles,  which  is  alwavsdutl  and  indistinct.' 

The  explanatioD  of  the  second  sound  in  the  ventricles  is  a  point  of  much 
greater  diffieuliv.  It  cannot  be  said  that,  In  the  normal  slate  of  ihe  heart,  a 
second  sound  always  originates  in  the  ventricles,  since  it  it  certain  that  the 
second  sound  heaid  in  the  ventricles  is  geueiall)'  that  transmitted  from  (he 
semilunar  valves.  But  there  certainly  are  cases  in  which  we  are  obliged  to 
admit  (he  origin  of  the  second  sound  in  the  region  of  the  ventricles  them- 
aetves.  viz.  when  the  second  sound  is  scarcely  heard  at  all,  or  very  weak, 
over  the  base  of  Ihe  heart,  while  il  is  heard  clear  and  loud  at  the  apei.  Dc 
Skoda  thinks  that  none  of  ibe  theories  of  the  sounda  of  the  heart  afibrd  a 
satisfactory  explanation  of  ibis,  and  therefore  leaves  it  quite  doubtful ;  al- 
though he  thinVs  it  probable  that  it  may  originate  in  Ihe  sudden  detachment, 
during  the  diastole  of  the  ventricle,  of  the  apex  of  the  heart  from  the  parietea 
of  the  chest,  when  it  ia  covered  with  aomewbat  viscid  effusion. 

Ej^planation  of  the  Sound*  in  the  Arteriet.— la  Ihe  pulmonary  artery, 
aoria,  carotid,  and  subclavian  aneriea,  nounds  are  usually  heard  exactly 
similar  lo  the  normal  sounds  of  the  heart.  These  hare  been  usually  ascribed 
to  the  propagation  of  the  sounds  of  the  heart  along  the  arteries ;  but  Dr. 
Skoda  believes,  for  these  reasons,  that  they  have  their  origin  in  the  arteriea 
themselves.  1st,  In  certain  rare  cases  a  sound  can  be  heard  in  all  the  larger 
arteries  precisely  similar  to  one  of  the  normal  sounds  of  the  heart;  and  no  one 
has  thought  of  ascribing  such  sounds  heard  in  the  brachial  or  crural  arteries  to 
propagation  of  sound  from  the  heart.  2d,  Sounds  are  frequently  heard  in 
the  carotid  and  subclavian,  while  the  normal  sounds  are  either  not  beard  ai 
all  in  the  heart,  or  very  much  weaker  than  in  Ibe  neck.  It  has  been  at- 
tempted 10  explain  this  by  referring  il  to  a  peculiar  mode  of  conduction  of 
the  sounds  on  account  of  some  abnormity  id  the  organs  of  the  chest;  bat 
cases  of  this  kind  are  coraraon  enough,  where  the  lungs  have  been  found 
quite  healthy.  Bouillaud  also  believes  that  the  aneries  may  produce  a 
sound,  although  not  like  the  proper  tic-tac  of  the  heart,  but  one  of  an  indis- 
tinct chaiaciei.  Skoda  admits  that,  in  the  arteries  more  disunt  from  the 
heart  such  is  frequently  the  character  of  sound  heard;  but  the  nearer  onei, 
viz.  the  carotid,  aubclavian,  aorta,  and  pulmonary  artery,  give  in  general  a 
(ic-tac,  just  as  loud  as  is  heard  in  the  region  of  the  heart,  while,  on  (he  other 

'  Dr.  Skoda  here  nolieea,  that  a  soand  quite  limilar  In  that  onr  the  loft  vantriole 
may  Mmatimei  be  prodaoed,  by  (be  stroke  of  the  apea  of  (be  heart  agaUiat  lira  walla 
of  lb«  cbeM,  but  does  not  lay  any  practical  weight  on  it 
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baod,  tb«  sauDds  id  the  region  of  the  heart  are  gomctimea  also  dull  and  io- 
distincC. 

The  cBDae  of  tha  sound  beard  in  ibe  arteries  synebronous  with  the  pnlaa- 
tioD,  i.  e.  the  fint  sound,  ii,  according  to  Skoda,  tha  sudden  tensioD  of  tbe 
coats  of  Ihe  vessel. 

Tbe  second  normal  soaod  is  beard  in  tbe  aorta  and  pulmonary  arteir,  and 
nsually  also  in  ibe  carotid  and  Bubclarian.  It  is  obviously  produced  by  tbe 
shock  of  the  column  of  blood  against  the  semilunar  Talve?,  which  is  comma- 
nicated  to  the  coats,  aot  only  of  the  aorta  and  pulmonary  artery,  bnt  alio^ 
not  unfrequeaily,  to  tbe  carotid  and  subclarian. 

Onthevarieiiesin  the  Normal  Sounda. — These  sounds  may,  even  in  tbe 
healthy  subject,  present  a  great  variety  of  modifications,  which  it  ia  nnne- 
cessary  to  enter  into  here,  except  to  make  the  piaciieal  observation,  ibal  the 
more  the  Bounds  hava  the  clapping  sharp  soun^  tbe  greater  is  the  certaiaiy 
that  thay  are  produced  by  the  proper  action  of  the  valves.  And  if  the  soaad 
heard  over  the  ventricles  is  of  aaundefiued,  murmuriDg  character,  it  ia  pro- 
per to  denominate  it  an  indeterminate  sound,  (as  has  been  already  done 
with  respect  to  respiration,}  and  draw  no  cooclusioa  at  ail  from  it. 

On  the  Abnormal  iSonndf.— These  have  iheir  origin  within  tbe  cavities  of 
tbe  heail,  within  the  arteries  or  in  their  coals,  or  in  the  pericardium. 

On  the  Abnormal  SoiimU  vihich  arise  vithin  the  cariliee  of  the  Heart.— 
These  have  been  variously  denominated,  according  as  they  have  been  com- 

Cared  at  different  [iutes  by  different  observers,  to  :he  noise  of  a  pair  of  bel- 
)ws,  a  file,  a  saw,  a  rasp,  dec,  or  they  have  been  termed  whiatliog  or 
groaning,  &c.  The  physical  conditioas  necessarr  to  (he  production  of  ibese 
abnormal  sounds,  are  now  generally  sdraitied  to  be  the  friction  of  tbe  blood 
against  the  walls  of  the  heart  and  valves,  caused  by  certain  organic  changes 
within  tbe  heart,  vizr — 

IsL  Imperfection  of  the  tricuspid  and  mitral  valves,  or  of  the  aortic  valves, 
2d.  Contraction  of  the  left  aurioulo- ventricular  orifice,  or  of  the  aortic 

3d.  Roughness,  as  from  excrescences^  cartilaginous  ot  calcareous  concie- 
tioDS,  or  blood  coagula,  on  tbe  endocardium  towards  the  orifice  of  tbe  aorta, 
on  the  lower  surface  of  the  seniilunsr  valves  of  the  aorta  or  pulmonary  ar- 
tery, or  on  the  ventricular  surface  of  the  tricuspid  snd  milrai  valves. 

Many  have  believed  thai  these  abnormal  sounds  may  be  produced  without 
organic  change  in  the  heart,  e.  g.  by  mere  spasm,  as  conceived  by  Laesnec 
This  is  denied  by  Skoda.  Andral  maintains  that  abnormal  sounds  may  be 
generated  in  tbe  heart,  as  tbe  simple  efiect  of  general  plethora.  Skoda 
deuiea  that  this  can  take  place  unless  there  previously  existed  some  orgsaie 
change  which  was  too  slig-ht  lo  give  rise  to  abnormal  sounds  during  the 
ordinary  action  of  the  heart,  but  which  produced  one  whenever  the  action 
became  increased  in  consequence  of  the  plethora.  It  has  likewiae  been 
asserted  that  abnormal  sounds  ariseaner  great  losses  of  blood,  and  in  aoannia 
in  general,  when  the  action  of  the  heart  is  lively.  Skoda  has  repeatedly 
examined  patients  in  whom  a  deficiency  of  blood,  either  from  bleeding  ot 
from  disease,  was  well  marked,  when  the  action  ofifae  bean  was  lively,  and 
be  thinks  he  has  even  eiraroined  patients  who  have  died  of  want  of  blood; 
but  he  has  nevei  met  with  a  case  where  abnormal  sounds  were  dependent 
solely  upon  that  cause.  Likewise,  the  abnormal  sound  heard  in  cDtorolie 
patients  ia  not  foand  in  the  heart,  but  usually  only  in  the  arteries  of  the  neck. 
la  the  aorta  it  ia  seldom  loud,  and  iu  these  cases  it  can  at  times  be  heard 
over  the  heart,  although  only  as  a  dull  sound. 

It  has  been  observed,  tbal  in  the  same  case  of  heart  disease,  the  character 
of  tbe  sound  frequently  varies,  and  at  one  time  a  bellows,  and  at  another  a 
saw  sound,  &c.  is  heard,  according  as  the  action  of  the  heart  is  more  or  less 
energetic;  and  often  it  is  quite  arbitrary  how  the  sound  is  denominated,  (at. 
if  several  observers  auscultate  tbe  same  case,  one  will  compare  the  sound  to 
a  file,  another  to  bellows,  &c.    Dr.  Skoda  therefore  considera  any  snbdivi- 
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sion  of  tbe  abnorroBl  sounds  quite  superfluous  aud  of  no  diagnostic  value, 
and  comprehends  ihem  all  under  the  general  term  "GerAusch."  which  has 
been  here  rendered  "abaormal  sound,"  and  sonielimes  "bellows-sound," 
which,  as  most  comnoa,  we  employ  as  repreaentiog  any  nhnonnal  sound, 
unless  otherwise  speciSed.  Tbe  points  of  importance  to  know  are  where 
Ibey  arise,  and  whether  they  are  synchroDous  with  the  systole  or  diastole, 
for  upon  these  circumstances  depend  their  value  as  diaguogiic  signs. 

On  the  Abnormal  Satmd»  in  the  Arteriei. — AH  the  different  kinds  of  «b- 
normal  sounds  which  occur  in  the  ventricles  may  be  generated  in  the  aorta. 
They  are  produced  by  excrescences,  cartilaginous  or  calcareous  concrettuns, 
&c.  on  the  lining  membrane  of  the  vessel,  attended  with  coutraclion,  or 
dilaialion,  or  uonnal  size  of  its  calibre.  The  state  of  tbe  valves  may  like- 
wise give  rise  to  abnormal  sounds,  as  when  their  lower  surface  is  rough, 
when  there  are  excrescences  on  the  free  edge,  when  they  are  rigid  or  ad- 
hering to  each  other,  so  that  Ihe  stream  of  blood  canuoi  press  them  qnite 
back  to  tbe  sides  of  the  vessel;  and  when  they  are  imperfect.  Abnormal 
sounds  in  the  pulmonary  arieiy  are  of  extremely  rare  occurrence. 

Any  notice  of  Ihe  various  sounds  in  the  other  arteries  in  chlorosis,  dbc. 
would  lead  us  into  details  inconsistent  with  the  object  of  the  present  notice. 

On  Ike  Pericardial  Sound*. — When,  from  any  cause,  such  as  exudation 
of  lymph,  calcareous  and  other  concretions,  &c.  the  surface  of  the  pericat- 
dium  becomes  rough,  certain  sounds  are  found  to  accompany  the  motions  of 
the  heart,  either  in  the  systole  and  diastole  of  the  ventricles,  or  during  Ihe 
latter  alone.  It  has  been  attempted  by  describing  the  different  varieties  of 
these  sounds  to  obtain  certain  means  of  distinguishing  affections  of  the  peri- 
cardiurn  frotn  those  of  the  heart.  Bouillaud,  in  particular,  has  described 
three  species,  which  he  conceives  to  be  peculiar  to  Ihe  pericardium,  and 
capable  of  being  distinguished  from  those  which  arise  in  (lie  heart.  Skoda 
has,  however,  found  that  these  varieties  of  the  rubbing  sound  certainly  do 
occur  in  the  pericardium,  hut  also  several  more  ;  and  his  experience  has  led 
him  to  Ihe  conclusioo,  that  the  rubbing  sound  in  the  pericardium  may  imitate 
every  sound  produced  within  the  heart,  with  the  exception  of  (he  whistling 
sound;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  every  variety  of  (he  rubbing  sound  of  tbe 
pericardium  may  occur  wi(hin  the  heart.  Likewise,  the  circumstance  that 
a  sound  appears  superficial  or  remote,  Is  nn  ground  of  distinclion;  for  & 
sound  propagated  through  solid  bodies  appears  qoite  superficial  when  it  is 
loud,  and  rice  T>ersd ;  and  though  a  very  loud  bellows  sound  in  the  heart 
mav  often  appear  quile  superficial,  while  a  pericardial  sound  is  often  weak 
and  dull,  and  therefore  appears  to  come  from  a  distance.  There  is  nothing, 
therefore,  in  (he  character  of  the  sounds  themselves,  or  in  Ihe  apparent  dis- 
tance, that  enables  us  to  determine  whether  they  are  produced  tn  the  peri- 
cardium or  within  the  heart.  The  only  direction  that  Dr.  Skoda  can  give 
for  distinguishing  them,  is,  that  the  abnormal  sounds  within  (he  heart  follow 
cxacllv  tbe  rhythm  of  its  beat,  and  correspond  to  the  normal  sounds,  while 
(hose  10  the  pericardium  appear  to  be  somewhat  postponed.  But  this  test 
cannot  be  applied  when  Ihe  beat  is  very  short.  We  must  ihen  rest  the 
diagnosis  on  the  other  circumstances  of  the  case,  such  as  the  indica(ioDS 
afforded  by  percussion,  the  consecutive  changes  attending  valvular  disease, 
&c.  Dr.  Skoda  is  further  of  opinion,  that  no  sound  can  occur  io  the  pericar- 
dium, until  (here  is  an  exudation  of  plastic  lymph,  until,  indeed,  rough  spots 
are  formed  on  Its  surface — and  that  ihe  motions  must  possess  a  certain  de- 
gree of  strength,  for  when  they  are  too  weak,  the  surface  of  the  pericardium 
may  be  covered  with  a  thick  and  rough  false  membrane,  and  yet  no  rubbing 
sound  be  produced. 

Indications  afforded  by  the  Normal  and  Abnormal  Sounds  in  the  Ven- 
tricle*, Aorta,  and  Pulmonary  Artery-— BetoK  entering  on  this  it  may  be 
noticed,  that  (be  left  ventricle  is  lo  be  auscultated  at  the  spot  where  the 
beat  of  the  heart  is  feU  j  the  right  generally  at  (he  inferior  pan  of  (be  ster- 
num; tbe  aorta  a  little  lo  (he  right  and  above  the  middle  of  the  sternum  ; 


214  American  Medical  Jntelligencer. 

and  the  jtolmonaiT'  arierv  a  tittle  to  the  left  of  the  middle  of  the 
The  posiiioD  of  the  righl  veatritile  and  pulmonarv  arterr  is  rari 
can  ooly  be  determioed  oy  thai  of  the  veotricles  aoi 


mthoui  bellows-sound,  indicates  iLat  the  mitral  raUe  closea,  and  thus  pre- 
vents the  reflux  of  the  blood  into  the  auricle. 

^  Bellowg-souod  in  the  place  of  ihe  (first)  oormal  sound,  arisen  from  ibe 
impetfect  closure  of  ibe  mitral  valve,  and  in  this  case  it  is  caused  either  by 
the  friction  of  the  regurgiiating  blood  on  the  rough  spot  of  ihe  margin  of  the 
valve,  or  by  a  stream  of  blood  driven  from  Ihe  ventricle  meeting  one  flowing 
in  the  opposite  direction  in  [he  auricle;  or  from  friction  of  the  blood  oa 
rough  spots  in  the  nuighbouihood  of  the  aortic  orifice,  while,  at  the  same 
time,  the  mitral  valve  may  shut  perfectly,  or  from  a  combioalion  of  both 
these  conditions.  In  imperfection  of  the  mitral  valve,  the  pulmonary  circo- 
lation  is  always  overloaded,  and  obstruction  afforded  to  Ibe  passage  of  the 


blood  through  the  lungs,  and  hence  follow  increased  Hction  of  the  right 
heart,  greater  tension  of  the  pulmonary  artery,  and  consequently,  preternatu- 
ral loudness  of  the  sound  of  the  valves,  t.  e.  the  second  normal  sound  beard 


.  .r  the  pulmonary  artery.  Hence  a  bellows-sound  in  the  left  vectriele 
during  the  systole  does  not  indicate  imperfect  closure  of  Ibe  mitral  valve, 
unless  Ihe  second  sound  in  the  pulmonary  artery  be  at  ihe  same  time  louder 
tban  natural.  If  the  second  sound  of  the  pulmonary  artery  be  not  strength- 
ened, the  bellows-sound  heard  during  the  dystole  in  the  left  ventricle  indi- 
cates roughness  either  of  (be  surface  of  Ibe  valve,  or  of  the  lining  membrane 
of  the  ventricle  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  aortic  orifice;  for  it  is  only  here 
that  the  current  of  blood  has  a  sufficient  velocity  to  cause  a  soand. 

■y.  A  beUovia-tound  accompanying  the  normal  sound,  affordt  the  tavu  in- 
dication ai  a  bellotM-gound  without  the  Tiormal  sound. — For  tbe  nonnal 
sound  may  be  produced  by  tbe  perfect  closure  of  tbe  mitral  valve,  while  a 
bellows-sound  is  at  the  same  time  produced  by  rough  spots  near  (ne  orifice 
of  the  aorta;  or  the  normal  soood  may  arise  Irom  the  eipansion  of  some  of 
the  pouches  of  ihe  mitral  valve  which  remain  normal,  while  ibe  imperfec- 
tion of  the  rest  gives  rise  to  a  bellows-sound. 

/.  Absence  both  of  normal  and  abnormal  sound*  it  a  phtnomentm  vhiek 
gives  no  information  as  to  ihe  stale  of  the  mitral  fa/re,— For  the  valve  inaf 
shut  perfectly,  and  yet  tbe  presence  of  circnmsunceB  which  deaden  the 
sound  may  render  it  inaudible.  But  there  may  also  exist  imperfection  of 
tbe  mitral  valve,  and  yet  no  hellows-sound  be  present,  if  the  current  of  blood 
do  not  meet  with  any  rough  spots,  or  id  not  sufficiently  rapid.  This  hap- 
pens, however,  very  rarely.  In  such  a  case  tbe  diagnosis  must  be  rested  on 
collateral  circumstances,  such  as  the  state  of  the  valves  of  the  pulmonary 
artery,  &c. 

b.  Sounds  heard  in  tbe  leO  ventricle  during  the  diastole. 

c  Tht  normal  (^second)  sound,  without  bellows-sound,  indicates  that  tbe 
left  auricnlo-veotncular  orifice  is  not  contracted,  and  that  the  blood  does  not 
encounter  any  rough  spots  io  its  passage  from  tbe  auricle  to  tbe  ventricle. 

A  Beilows-Bound,  tilher  accompanying  the  normal  sound  or  alone,  indi- 
cates contraction  and  lougbness  of  the  auriculo-ventriculnr  orifice,  or  rough 
and  projecting  spots  on  the  auricular  surface  of  the  valve  without  narrowing 
of  the  orifice.  In  coutraction  of  the  auriculo-ventricular  ohflce,  the  obstruc- 
tion of  the  lesser  circulation  causes  even  more  rapidly  than  imperfeclton  of 
tbe  mitral  valve,  hypertrophy  with  dilatation  of  tbe  right  ventricle,  and  in- 
creased loudness  of  the  second  sound  in  the  pulmonary  artery.  If  there  be 
merely  roughness  of  tbe  auricular  surface  of  the  valve  without  contraction 
of  the  Eurlace,  there  is  no  increase  of  the  loudness  of  Ihe  second  sound  in 
Ihe  pulmonary  artery,  unless  it  happens  to  be  there  already  from  other 
causes.  The  greater  the  contraction  of  the  orifice,  the  longer  and  more 
■ODorous  is  Ihe  sound  heard ;  and  when  considerable,  it  may  give  rise  to  ibat 
thrilling  sensation  felt  with  the  band  over  the  region  of  the  heart,  called  by 
Li'eanec  fremissement  calaire. 
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y;  Abtmce  both  of  normal  and  abnormal  sounds  affoids  do  definile  iodi- 
catioD. 

II.  a.  Id  the  right  reDlricle  duriog  the  svslole. 

a.  T^e  normal  (Jir»tJ  sound  without  betlaws-sound,  iodicates  that  the  tri- 
cuspid Tatve  closes  perfectly,  and  preveots  the  reflus  of  the  blood  into  the 

jS.  Bellovit-sound,  alone  or  aceompanying  tke  normal  sound,  iodieatef 
either  imperfectioD  of  the  tricuspid  Talve  with  rough  spots  dd  its  free  edge, 
or  excresceDces  in  the  ueighbouriiood  of  the  arterial  ottSce,  while  the  valVe 
closes  perfecllf :  the  Utter,  however,  occurs  *ery  raiely.  Impetfectioa  of 
the  tricuspid  valve  causes  an  accumulatioD  of  blood  id  the  snricle,  vena  cava, 
SDd  jugular  Teios,  increased  at  each  systole  of  the  Tentricle,  and  thus  is 
produced  the  pulsation  of  the  jugular  veins.  Imperfectioo  of  the  tricuspid 
valre  is  thus  indicated  by  a  bellows-sound  in  the  right  Tsotricle  during  the 
systole,  with  simultaneous  pulsation  of  the  jugular  veins. 

b.  Hilherlo  Dr.  Skoda  has  never  met  with  an  abnormal  sound  during  the 
diastole  of  the  right  ventricle;  and  the  narrowing  of  the  right  auriculo-ven- 
tricular  orifice,  ifit  ever  takes  place,  must  be  an  extremely  rare  occurrence. 

III.  a.  In  the  aorta  during  the  systole  of  the  heart. 

«■  The  normal  {first)  sound  without  betlotes-eound,  does  not  necessarily 
indicate  >  perfectly  normal  condition  of  the  aorta,  for  it  may  be  present  io 
various  abnormal  states  of  that  vessel^  such  as  alterations  in  its  capacity  or 
thickening  of  its  coats,  which  may  influence  the  inteDsity  of  its  sounds 
withoai  affecting  their  character. 

$■  BeUovs-eound,  leilh  or  without  the  normal  sound,  indicates  rough 
spots  on  the  inner  surface  of  the  aorta,  or  on  the  under  surface  of  the  semi- 
lunai  valves.  But  in  cbloroiie  persons,  the  vibrations  of  the  carotid  or 
subeJavian  are  sometimes  propagated  down  to  the  aorta,  and  thus  are  abnor- 
mal sounds — usually  only  dull — and  may  be  heard  in  this  vessel  without 
there  being  any  roughness  present. 

y-  Absence  of  sound,  normal  or  aAnormat— The  same  remark  applies 
here  as  wheo  tnis  occurs  in  the  ventricles. 

b.  In  the  aoita  during  the  diastole  of  the  ventricles. 

■-  The  normal  (second)  n>unt2wi(Aouf&eUou>«-«ound,  indicates  the  closure 
of  the  aortic  valves. 

H.  Sellows-sonnd,  vithout  the  normal  sound,  ifit  is  prolonged  and  heard 
beyond  the  base  of  the  heart,  indicates  imperfect  ion  of  the  semilunar  valves, 
with  rough  spots  on  theit  free  edges.  If  the  bellowa-iound  is  only  of  short 
duration,  or  heard  only  high  up  in  the  aotta,  it  mKf  arise  merely  from  rongh 
places  on  the  inner  surface  of  the  aoita,  without  imperfection  of  the  semi- 
lunsr  valves. 

y-  BelhiBs-sound,  ending  in  a  normal  sound,  arises  from  the  presence  of 
roHgh  places  on  the  inner  surface  of  the  aorta,  while,  at  the  same  lime,  the 
semilunar  valves  close  perfectly. 

'.  Bellouie- sound  and  normal  sound  heard  together,  but  so,  that  the  bet- 
loat-tound  it  prolonged  beyond  the  normal  sound. — This  indicates  that  the 
aortic  valves  are  expanded  by  the  column  of  blood,  but  tbey  are  not  quite 
perfect,  and  the  regurgitating  blood  produce*  a  prolonged  bellows-sound. 

IV.  a.  Hitherto  Dr.  Skoda  has  met  with  only  three  cases  where  a  sound 
so  proloiiged  as  lo  he  considered  abnormal  was  heard  in  the  pulmonary  arterjr 
during  the  systole  of  the  ventricles.  But  he  had  not  the  opportunity  of  as- 
certaining by  dissection  the  cause  of  this. 

b.  Dutiog  the  diasiole  he  has,  as  yet,  never  beard  an  abnormal  sound  in 
the  pulmonary  artery.  The  oormal  sound  is  strong  in  imperfection  of  the 
mitral  valve,  contraction  of  (he  auriculo-ventricular  orifice  as  already  men- 
tioned; but  it  may  also  be  strong  without  any  such  disease  of  the  mitral 
valve,  if  there  be  hypertrophy  and  dilataiion  of  the  right  ventricle,  and  lively 
action  of  the  bearL 
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WarringUm'i  Obetelric  Catechirm. ' 

The  aatbor  of  this  Catecbisiii  is  a  zealous  prosecutor  of  Obsteirics,  and  we 
ha»e  oflen  bad  occasion  to  refer  to  him  in  the  pages  of  this  Jourual.  He  it 
esgas^d,  too,  actiTelf  in  teaebing  practical  obstetrics,  and  has  gaioed  tke 
esteem  of  many  pupils  now  spread  abroad  in  various  parts  ofibe  Union. 

In  preparing  the  book  before  uSj  Dr.  Wa;ringlon  stales,  that  he  has  not 
followed  the  syaiemaiic  arrangement  adopted  by  any  obstetric  writer.  "If," 
says  he,  "  I  have  been  biassed  by  any  eitriosic  influence,  it  has  been  by 
that  of  the  courses  of  obstetric  instnictioD  given  in  the  Unirenity  of  Peno- 
sylvaoia,  my  Alma  Mater.  I  have  not,  however,  calculated  it  for  ibe  meri- 
dian of  that  school  only." 

It  was  not  necessary,  that  the  author  iboutd  have  pointed  out  this  bias,  ld- 
asmuch  as  it  is  evideoced  in  numerous  parts  of  the  volume,  in  which  be 
brings  prominently  forward  the  opinioDS  of  the  able  Professor  of  Obstetrica 
in  the  UniveTsiiy  of  Pennsylvania  :— 

Thus,  "Whaidiaraeleristbe  larger  in  the  recent  pelvis— the  oblique  or  trans- 
verse 7  Ramsbot bam  says,  (he  oblique — Hodge  the  transverse  diameter,  &c." 

"What  has  been  observed  by  Professor  Hodge,  of  Ibe  direction  in  which 
the  hbrSs  contract  during  the  effort  to  expel  the  placenta? 

"  How  does  Dr.  Hodge  trace  up  the  chain  of  morbid  nervous  actions  or 
sympathies  in  these  cases.  "  [spinal  irritalioo.] 

"  Does  the  chorion  foriir  the  basis  of  the  placenta  ?  This  point  is  not  well 
settled,  though  in  the  opinion  of  Hodge,  Dewees,  and  some  others,  it  does." 

"  What  is  Professor  Hodge's  theory  of  the  mode  of  formation  of  the  pla- 
centa?" &c.  dbc. 

This  frequent  reference  to  the  views  of  ibe  Professor  of  Obstetrics  will 
render  ibe  volume  more  useful  to  the  students  of  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania than  to  those  of  any  other  school :  at  ibe  same  time,  it  contains 
mailer  that  is  valuable  to  all.  We  do  not,  however,  admire  this  method  of 
quizzing  or  grinding,  and  would  have  preferred,  that  the  book  bad  taken 
any  other  shape  than  that  of  question  and  answer. 

We  may  express  our  surprise,  by  the  way,  that  nothing  is  said  under  the 
"  signs  of  pregnancy,"  etlher  of  the  blue  colour  of  the  vagina  observed  to 
frequently  by  Jacquemin,  Kluge  and  others;  or  of  ihe  Kiesieine,  regarding 
which  we  have  now  so  much  valuable  information.  Cerlainly,  no  obstetric 
course  or  boob  can  be  complete  without  a  reference  lo  Ihe  laiter,  the  evidence 
in  favour  of  which  is  perhaps  stronger  than  that  of  any  sign  in  the  earliet 
moo  lbs. 

Id  respect,  loo,  lo  (he  placental  sonfile — as  it  has  been  termed— Dr.  War- 
rington might  have  allnded  to  the  fact,  that  a  similar  sound  has  been  heard, 
where  there  was  no  pregnancy.  Of  this  the  author  has  satisBed  himself; 
and  further  evidence  thereof  is  contained  in  the  work  of  Hope,  now  in  course 
ot  publicstioo  in  the  Library,  and  in  tbe  valuable  additions  made  to  it  by 
Dr.  Peunocb. 

We  cannot  bnl  regret,  that  the  estimable  author  should  have  allowed  » 
many  verbal  inaccuracies  to  exist,  especially  as  the  work  is  intended  fot 
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aludeats.    Tbos,  we  ohaene^Lamboid  Suture,  SaggitalSaton,  Symphy- 
sii  pubu,  Hyoiciamut,  T^mpaniti*  Uteri,  germniparotu,  epigenitu,  &.e. 

Circular  Z^Ur  to  the  Phyaicians  of  Kentucky.* 
The  object  of  ihi(  letter  is  laudable.  It  is  lo  exbibit  the  adranlagea  whicb 
vould  accrue  to  the  medical  professioa  m  Keocucky  and  to  the  public  in 
geoeial,  by  the  BStablitbrnent  of  a  board  of  eiamiatng  pbysicians,  who  shall 
meet  aoDually  for  the  pmpoae  of  conferripg  diplomas  on  all  candidates  who 
may  be  found  worthy  upoo  a  rigorous  examination.  The  committee  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  the  circular  were  Drs.  Liotoo,  of  Spriflgfidd,  Duke,  of 
Uaysrille,  Burnet,  of  Trigg,  aitd  Beooet,  of  Kemoo. 

TVaruocftona  of  the  Medical  Society  of  New  York.* 
This  second  part  coDtaioB,  1.  The  annual  address  by  Dr.  John  B.  Beck, 
M.  D.,  President ;  being  a  sketch  of  American  Medicine  before  the  Revo- 
lution, already  noticed.  S.  A  brief  review  of  Dt.  Marshall  Hall's  views  on 
an  eicito-moiory  system  of  nerves,  by  N.  J.  Davis,  M.  D.  3.  Observaliooa 
on  some  of  the  signs  of  live  and  siill-binh— reprinted  in  the  present  number 
of  the  'Intelligencer;'  and,  4.  The  Appendii,  containing  an  abstractor  ihe 
Proceedings  of  the  Medical  Society  of  tbe  State  of  New  Yoik,  at  its  annual 
Bessioa,  in  February,  1842. 

Pharmacopceia  of  Ihe  United  States.* 
Id  tbe  preseDl  number  of  the  '  Intelligencer'  we  cannot  do  more  than  an- 
nounce the  appearance  of  this  official  volume — which  has  for  the  last  two 
years  occupied  so  much  of  our  aitenlion,  and  that  of  our  valued  col- 
leagues, Professors  Wood  and  Bache,  of  the  Committee  of  the  National 
Conveoiioa — and  recommend  it  to  the  special  allention  of  all  our  readers. 

Dr.  J.  B.  BecJ^a  Sketch  of  American  Medicine  before  the  Bevolulion.* 
The  author  of  this  'Sketch'  is  known  as  one  of  the  most  able  and 
estimable  physicians  of  this  country.  As  an  author,  he  has  been  loog  before 
the  profession,  and  ao  highly  impressed  were  we  with  the  value  of  tbe 
"New  York  Medical  mod  Physical  Journal,"  of  which  he  was  principal 
editor,  that  nearly  twenty  years  ago  he  was  proposed  by  us  a  Corresponding 
Member  of  the  "  Medical  Society,"  the  oldest  and  one  of  the  most  respect- 
able institution!  of  tbe  British  Metropolis,  of  whicb  we  were,  at  the  time, 
Secretary  for  Foreign  Correspondence ;  or,  as  the  Latin  diplomas  say— 
"  ab  epistolig  ad  exlei-o*  dandle." 

The  sketch  before  us  appears  in  the  "Traasaciions  of  the  Medical 
Society  of  the  Stale  of  New  York,"  vol.  v.  part  2,  and  is  a  valuable  contri- 
bution lo  the  medical  history  of  the  country. 

'  ISmo.  pp.  IS,  Maj^aville,  Kentucky,  1842.  "  Vol.  v.  part  2. 

'  The  PhariQacop<Eis  oriheUnilGd  Slate*  of  America.  Bjiuihoril;  of  theNalionil 
Hedieil  Convenlton  hold  it  Washinglon,  A.  D.  1840.    Svo.  pp.  379.  Pbiladelphia,  1641. 

*  An  Hislorical  Sketch  of  Ihs  S»ta  of  Americin  Medicina   bsforD  the  Revolul' 
boinff  the  Annaal  Addreai  delivered  before  the  Medical  Society  of  the  Stale  of  >.... 
Torh,  February  1,  1842:  bv  John  D.  Beck,  M.  D.,  Preiident  of  the  Society,  Proreawr 


rinff  the  Annaal  Addreai  delivered  before  the  Medical  Society  of  the  Stale  of  New 
orh,  February  1,  1842:  bv  John  D.  Beck,  M.  D.,  Preiident  of  the  Society,  Proreawr 
of  Materia  Medics  and  Medical  Juriaprudence  in  Ihe  College  of  Phyeiciana  and 
Surgeoria  of  Ihe  City  of  New  York  ;  one  of  the  Pbyaicians  of  the  New  Yurk  Uoipital; 
CbrreapondiDg-  Member  of  the  Royal  Academj  of  Medicine  of  Paria;  Correapondiog 
Member  of  the  Medical  Society  of  Lendon,  &c.,  Svo.  pp.  35,  Albany,  1842. 
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Dr.  Coventry't  Vatedictory  Addrmt. ' 

There  is  much  good  seote  exhibited  ia  the  advice  lo  the  gnidmte*  of 
Oeoeva  College,  delivered  b;  Dr.  Coreauj.  Id  the  midst  of  the  repeated 
•pplicaiiooe  to  the  legislature  of  his  state  bjr  practitioner*,  who  neither  are, 
nor  ought  to  be,  coosidered  physiciauE,  for  all  the  immuDities  and  privileges 
(hat  are  possessed  by  those  who  are  rightfully  such,  «re  are  not  anrpriaed 
that  the  whole  subject  of  quackery  should  suggest  itself  to  him;  and  we 
apprehend,  that  the  following  views  od  the  subject  are  the  most  rational. 
They  are  at  least  such  as  we  have  always  roaiotained,  whilst  we  have  been 
ODDpelled  to  admit,  that  the  evil  ,may  ooly  admit  of  dimioDiioD — not,  we 
think,  of  eradication.  Man  is  essentially  a  gullible  aDimal,  and  if  one  folly 
passes  away,  another— we  fear— must  »ooa  succeed. 

"  Some  eiperience  and  much  reflection  on  the  subject  has  long  since  pro- 
duced the  conviction  that  this  is  an  eril  which  can  neither  be  combated  by 
reason  uor  suppressed  by  legislative  euaciments.  We  would  suppose  ibat 
education  and  the  diffusion  of  general  inielligcnce  would  coireci  it,  but  put 
experience  contradicts  the  suppositioD ;  our  papers  are  filled  with  the  names 
of  men  of  education  and  taleuis  attached  to  reeammendations  of  nostrums, 
of  the  composition  and  effects  of  which  they  are  perfectly  ignorant  One 
mode,  eudoolv  one,  remains  of  correcting  the  evil;  if  this  isils,  it  is  remedi- 
less. Let  meaical  men  divest  the  profession  of  all  the  mystery  in  which  it 
has  UDforluDHlely  been  enveloped — too  long  has  the  physician  been  con- 
sidered the  rival  of  the  juggler.  Let  them  demonstratej  that  like  every 
other  science,  it  is  founded  on  careful  observation ;  that,  it  consists  of  the 
accumulated  and  recorded  observations  of  successive  ages;  that  no  man  is 
born  B  physician,  but  lo  acquire  this  knowledge  is  the  labour  of  years  of  ao- 
reniittiog  toil.  Teach  men  the  functions  of  their  own  system,  how  admirable 
in  design,  how  complicated  in  structure,  and  yet  how  oeautifully  adapted  in 
every  part  to  the  performance  of  its  own  appropriate  functions.  Then  ask 
them  if  they  are  willing  lo  trust  the  correction  of  derangements  of  this  beau- 
tiful machine,  to  persons  entirely  ignorant  of  its  several  parts,  when  a  single 
error  may  cost  them  their  lives. 

"  To  guard  against  quackery  and  empiricism  out  of  (he  profeseioo  woald 
not  be  the  only  good  accomplished  by  the  general  diffusion  of  this  know- 
ledge. It  would  qualify  community  to  judge  as  to  the  actual  and  compara- 
tive merits  of  members  of  the  profession.  The  modest  and  unassuming 
physician  would  be  elevated  to  his  proper  station,  whilst  presumptaous 
ignoiance,  whether  with  or  without  a  diploma,  would  be  consigned  to  de- 
served contempt.  A  knowledge  of  their  own  system  would  enable  mankind 
to  guard  against  many  causes  of  disease  to  which  they  are  contiaually  sah- 
jecl.  To  accomplish  this  as  far  as  possible  has  ever  been  a  favourite  object 
with  thefoundersof  this  institution.  It  has  been  urged  upouhergraduates  to 
improve  every  opportunity  of  giving  popular  lectures  on  auatomy,  physio- 
logy and  hygiene.  There  are  few  places  where  an  audience  could  not  be 
collected  to  listen  10  ■  lecture  on  those  interesting  subjects,  and  few  physi- 
cians are  so  fully  occupied  during  the  first  years  of  their  practice  but  tney 
could  find  ample  time  ror  their  praparation  and  delivery.  Permit  me  to  re- 
peat to  you,  young  gentlemeu,  the  Tecommendation ;  your  leisure  boon 
could  not  be  more  profitably  employed  either  for  yourselves  or  the  public ; 
and  we  ask  for  our  Institution  no  nrouder  distinction  than  that  her  graduates 
should  be  everywhere  known  as  the  pioneers  in  the  great  work  of  reform." 
—pp.  14,  15. 

'  Address  to  the  Gndnalea  of  the  Modlcal  Inttitution  of  Gencvi  Colleee,  deliwred 
Jinnary  35,  1B43..  By  C.  R  Coventry,  M.D.  Dean  of  ttia  Faculty,  and  Professor  of 
Obatelrics  and  Medico)  Jurlsprndence.  (Pablished  br  reoDcat  oftheQaw.)  6v«.  pp. 
16.    UtioB,  1B«.  r  V  ,    t  ,  ry. 


,-,,ii,G00(^lc 


J^scellaneous  Notices.  S19 

MISCELLANEOUS    NOTICES. 

Thomtonianism  in  Michigan  and  Jftvi  York.— lit  ia  itatei]  in  recent 
JourDsls,  that  TbomBonUns  have  dow  the  beoefit  of  law  io  Michigao  in  th« 
colIeciioD  of  debts,  "and  la  all  iotenta  and  porposen  are  as  tnuch  protected 
and  respected  as  ihe  first  surgeons  in  America."!  {Boston  Med.  and  Surgi- 
cal Journal,  cited  in  New  York  Med.  Gazette.)  This  news  would  not  be  a 
source  ol  regret  did  the  people  in  general  possets  adequate  infoimaiion  on 
subjects  conoecled  with  uur  profesBion.  That  the;  do  not  is  mailer  of  no- 
toriety, and  the  pages  of  our  own  Joarnal,  from  time  to  lime,  afford  ample 
evidence  of  the  fact.  The  circumstance,  indeed,  that  a  legislature  has 
]3rran  ted  such  privileges  aod  imiDUuilies  to  a  class  of  uniaformediDdividoals, 
merely  because  the;  support  a  pieposterous  doctrine — if  dociiine  it  can  be 
called — eitiibits,  that  there  is  a  sad  lack  of  knowledge  and  discretion 
aiDongai  (hose  who  ought  to  be  the  representatiTes  of  the  belter  inlelltgence 
of  the  community. 

In  New  York,  the  Medical  Society,  nndet  a  law  of  the  State,  tests  by  ex- 
amination the  qualifications  of  all  praciitioners.  This,  of  course,  does  not 
snit  the  ThomsoniaD8,who  have  petitioned  the  legislature  for  an  exemption. 
The  following  report  of  the  Commiiiee  on  Medical  Societies  and  Colleges 
on  petitions  "for  a  law  to  enable  Tborasoatun  physicians  to  collect  pay  for 
.  their  seiTices"  is  conclusive,  and  we  would  fain  hope, — agaiost  hope,  how- 
ever,— that  the  matter  will  be  set  ai  rest  in  ihat  State,  where  these  deluded 
or  deluding  individuals  have  been  considerably  lurbulent. — En.*) 

Mr.Tay  lor,  from  the  Committee  on  Medical  Societies  and  Colleges, to  whom 
was  referred  sundry  peiitioos  praying  for  a  law  which  shall  recognise  the 
Thomsoniau  Medical  Society  of  the  Slate  of  New  York,  and  enable  the  "Thom- 
sonian,"  or  "  Boinnic  Physicians"  to  collect  pay  for  their  services,  Reports : 
That  ibe  petitioners  represeot,  that  "the  Thomsonian  physicians  ha>e 
formed  themselves  into  a  State  society  for  mutual  improvement  and  tu  es- 
tablish due  regulations  respecting  those  who  may  become  public  praeiiiion- 
ets,"  which  iney  ask  may  be  organised  by  law.  They  complain  "  [bat  the 
law  regulating  the  practice  of  physic  and  surgery  in  this  Slate,  operates 
UDJusily;"  lhat  their  "system  of  medical  practice  differs  from  that  now 
sanctioned  by  law,  so  materially  as  to  render  it  inconsistent  and  oppressive 
for  them  to  conform  lo  ibe  requisitions  of  the  legally  established  order  of 
physicians;"  and  lhat  "consequently  they  aie  deprived  of  the  right  of  col- 
lecting pay  for  their  services^"  which  privilege  they  ask  the  leg1^jlat^re  to 
Kant  to  those  who  receive  diplomas  from  the  State  Thomsonian  Soeieiy. 
I  short,  they  ask  to  be  placed  by  law  oo  a  footing  of  equality,  as  to  rights 
and  immunities,  with  those  who  now  enter  the  profession  of  medicine  under 
the  requirements  ofexisting  laws,  without  any  obligations  on  their  part  as  to 
qnaliBcalions,  except  such  as  they  may  voluntarily  establish  among  themselves. 
It  is  believed  that  it  has  never  been  the  intention  of  the  legislature  to  es- 
tablish, or  recognize  by  law^any  particular  mode  or  system  of  medical  prac- 
tice, and  any  attempt  to  do  so  would  not  only  be  unwise  and  impolitic,  but, 
for  many  reasons,  would  necessarily  fail  of  its  object.  The  present  laws 
regulating  the  practice  of  physic  and  surgery  are  doubtless  designed  to  en- 
courage the  cultivation  of  science,  to  guard  against  the  evils  of  ignorance  in 
thai  most  responsible  profession  which  has  the  charge  of  the  puolic  health, 
and  to  secure  to  the  people  that  guaranty  of  safety  which  is  aflbriled  in  the 
assurance,  that  he  who  is  authorized  to  practice  medicine  has  at  least  de- 
voted a  reasonable  time  in  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  his  profession,  and  has 
submitted  to  the  ordeal  of  an  examination  of  Dis  qualifications,  by  an  au- 
thorised and  competent  tribunal. 
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The  regokr  term  of  sladr  eelabliehed  by  law  ii  Toar  yean,  or  three  jreara 
with  a  complere  course  of  all  the  lectures  delivered  to  an;  iocorporaled  medi- 
cal college.  The  lime  thus  required  to  be  deroted  in  obtatniDg  a  competent 
koowledge  of  medicioe  and  its  collateral  branches  of  scleace,  aa  acqnaini- 
aace  with  which  is  necessary  to  qualify  the  medical  eludent  for  ho  enlight- 
ened discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  professioD,  has  not  been  considered  loo 
tnitch  or  unoecessarily  burdensome;  bnt,  oa  the  cootrary,  the  opinion  U 
becoming  more  prevalent  among  those  best  qualified  to  judge,  that  the 
standard  of  medical  education  sliould  be  elevated  still  higher,  and  more  rigid 
rules  imposed  upon  those  who  may  seek  to  enter  the  profession.  If  it  wu 
odIjt  necesMry  to  become  arquainied  wirh  the  principles  of  that  pbilosophr, 
which  teaches  as  one  of  iis  soundest  maxims,  "thai  the  metals  and  mineraU 
are  in  the  eatlh,  and  being  extracted  from  the  depths  of  the  earth,  have  a 
teadencf  to  carry  all  down  into  the  earth,  or  in  oiner  words,  the  grave,  who 
use  them.  That  the  tendency  of  all  vegetables  is  to  spring  up  from  the 
earth:  their  tendency  is  upwards;  their  tendency  is  to  invigorate  and  fmo- 
lify,  aod  uphold  toaokiod  from  the  grave."  If  the  range  of  medical  siady 
was  to  be  confined  to  "(lie  Thom^onian  Guide  to  Health,"  a  few  books  on 
botany,  and  two  or  three  Thomsonian  medical  periodicals,  and  (he  study  of 
anatomy  and  physiology  discarded  as  useless,  as  seems  to  have  been  the 
opinion  of  the  president  of  the  Thomsonian  Stale  Medical.  Society,  in  bja 
answer  to  a  committee  of  ibis  house  in  1840,  then,  indeed,  the  term  of  study 
required  b^  law  might  well  be  considered  unjust  and  oppressive;  bat  pre- 
suming il  IS  not  the  desire  of  the  legislalure  to  encourage  so  limited  a  tan^e 
of  medical  inquiry,  your  committee  cannot  imagioe  it  will  be  deemed  politic 
oi  wise  to  establisn  or  reorganise,  by  law,  a  Slate  society  entertaining  and 
teaching  these  views,  and  seeking  to  give  them  importance  and  inBuence  by 
the  sanctions  of  legislative  enactments.  If,  ihen,  the  term  of  siudy  at  pre- 
sent required,  is  not  too  long  to  accomplish  the  desig-ns  of  the  legislalure,  it 
is  submitted  that  the  door  of  ihe  piofession  is  open  alike  to  all;  there  is  do 
exclusivenesB  or  juequaliiy  of  privilege ;  all  are  alike  admitted  who  comply 
with  ihe  terms  prescribed.  There  is  no  legal  restraints  imposed  in  the  selec- 
tion of  medicine  for  the  removal  of  disease.  The  licensed  physician  having 
had  an  opportunity  of  investigatiug  to  some  extent  the  properties  of  the  long 
caialugue  of  remedial  ageula,  is  at  perfect  liberty  to  select  such  as  in  his 
judgment  shall  be  best  adapted  to  the  abject  in  view ;  and  if  be  shall  pre- 
fer, in  the  [reatmeni  of  any  one  disease,  lo  employ  "lobelia,"  "  steam," 
"  compostiion,"  or  number  6,"  it  cannot  be  doubled  that  his  acijuainiaace 
with  ine  human  system,  the  pathology  of  disease,  and  the  power  of  reme- 
dies, will  ordinarily  render  these  or  any  other  agents  more  safe  and  success- 
ful in  his  hands,  than  in  ibe  hands  of  those  who  regard  these  qualifications 
as  useless  and  unnecessary.  It  remains,  ihen,  for  the  legislalure  lo  deler- 
mine,  whether  the  standard  of  medical  education  shall  be  lowered  to  meet 
the  wishes  of  the  petitioners,  and  a  particular  mode  or  system  of  practice, 
which  requires  at  most  but  a  few  monihs  of  lime  and  study,  shall  be  legally 
recognised  as  ample  in  its  provisions,  and  safe  in  practice;  or  whether  the 
Thomsonian,  as  well  as  all  others,  who  may  claim  public  confidence,  and 
the  immunities  of  the  profession,  on  the  ground  of  having  conformed  to  the 
provisions  oflaw,  shalfbc  required  lo  come  up  ts  (hat  siaodard  of  educaiioa 


indicated  by  the  rules  and  regulations  at  present^rescribed. 

A  part  of  the  petitioners  have  only  asked  that  the  "  Thon  ,    , 

clans"  may  be  allowed  the  privilege  of  enforctog  payment  for  their  services. 
They  pray  "that  a  law  may  be  passed  immediately,  recognising  the  obliga- 
tion of  a  contract  made  with  Thomsonian  physicians,  so  as  to  enable  them, 
or  wpeciaHu  such  of  them  as  may  be  duly  licensed  to  practise  by  the  State 
or  County  Tbomsonian  societies,  lo  collect  pay  for  services  rendered  by 
them,  as  physicians."  It  may  be  worthy  of  remark,  that  notwilfaslanding 
the  petitioners  maintain  "that  all  meo,  everywhere,  should  have  (he  pro- 
tection of  the  laws  in  their  various  callings,  and  should  be  furnished  with 
Ihe  same  legal  remedy  for  enforcing  the  moral  obligations  of  a  coniracl," 

sic 
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the;  nevertheless  appear  lo  be  the  adrocates  of  resuictioa,  and  ask  that  this 
"  legal  remedy"  may  be  exteoded  etpeciaily  to  the  Thomsonian  physicians. 
But  as  it  is  hardly  lo  be  supposed^  the  legislature  will  adopt  a  variety  of 
grades  or  degrees  of  qualification,  it  remains  lo  be  considered  whether  the 
only  legal  remedy  now  eiisiing  against  unlicensed  practitioners,  and  which 
renders  (hem  incapable  of  recovering,  by  suit,  uiy  debt  arising  from  their 
practice,  oughl  lo  be  repealed. 

All  of  the  enactments  regulating  the  practice  of  physic  and  surgery  in  this 
slate,  ftom  that  oC  the  Colonial  Assembly  of  the  Province  of  New  York,  in 
the  year  16S3,  to  the  present  lime,  have  contained  some  provision  for  en- 
forcing compliance  with  the  law.  The  act  above  referred  to  contained  a 
penally  of  five  pounds  against  any  person  practising  without  a  legal  certifi- 
cate. This  was  confined  to  the  cily  of  New  York.  In  1797  the  first  general 
Jrw  was  passed,  which  contained  a  penalty  of  twenty-five  dollars  for  prtte- 
tising  without  license.  Since  that  period  the  penalty  has  varied,  from  lime 
to  time,  until  the  act  of  1S35  repealed  all  penalties,  leaving  only  the  provi- 
sion against  the  recovery  of  debt  by  suite.  The  effect  of  repealing  this 
provision  would  be  to  admit  all  pretenders,  of  whatever  description,  to  the 
same  professional  privileges  as  those  who  qualify  themselves  in  conformity 
to  present  regutaiions.  This,  instead  of  carrying  out  the  doctrine  of  equal 
rights  and  privileges  contended  for,  would,  in  its  effect,  be  very  unequal,  if  it 
is  supposed  the  law,  without  ibis  or  some  similar  provision,  would  have  aaj 
bindmg  force;  for,  while  those  who  legally  enter  the  profession  would  be 
required  lo  devote  years  in  qualifying  Ibemselves,  and  lo  submit  to  the  ordeal 
of  an  examiaation,  others,  without  being  compelled  to  devote  either  time, 
study  or  expense,  in  preparing  ihemsetves,  would  be  permitted  to  pracUse 
without  penally,  and  would  possess  the  same  legal  remedy  for  enforcing 
payment  for  their  services.  Indeed,  ii  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the 
repeal  of  Ibis  provision  would  be,  in  effect,  the  repeal  of  all  law  regulating 
the  practice  of  physic  and  surgery,  so  far  as  relates  to  qualifications;  for  the 
legal  right  to  enforce  payment  would  imply  the  right  to  practise,  and  it 
would  be  very  much  a  matter  of  choice,  and  depend  upon  circutnsiancee, 
whether  men  would  lake  the  legal  steps  to  enier  the  profession,  or  some 
shorter  and  less  expensive  method. 

The  law  regulating  tbe  terra  of  study  and  qualifications  of  candidates  f«r 
medical  license,  without  some  sanctions  calculated  lo  secure  compliance 
with  its  provisions,  would  remain  upon  our  statute  book  a  dead  letter.  It 
might  be  regarded  as  an  indication  of  the  opinion  of  the  legislature,  but 
would  have  no  more  binding  effect  than  regulalloas  adopted  by  voluntary 
associalions,  and  therefore  bad,  perhaps,  belter  be  repealed  ;  for,  should  ihe 
prayer  of  the  petitioners  be  granted,  it  appears  to  your  committee  thai  it 
would  be  equivalent  lo  a  legislative  decision  that  no  particular  term  of  study 
or  test  of  qualification  ought  lo  be  established  by  law. 

Although  medical  science  does  not  depend  upon  the  arm  of  the  taw  for 
its  encouragement  and  progressive  improvement,  but  is  sustained  and  im- 
pelled forward  by  a  higher  and  more  noble  impulse,  yet  it  cannot  be  doubled 
that  legal  regulations  have  contributed  largely  to  Its  more  general  diffusion 
among  the  profession,  and,  consequently,  the  more  extended  advantages  of 
its  application,  and  hence  should  be  regarded  as  a  public  benefit,  important 
lo  the  welfare  of  the  people.  Your  committee  have,  therefore,  come  to  the 
conclusion  to  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resoloiion : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petiiiouera  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

DR.  MOTT  AT  EPIDAURU3. 

[The  following  remarks  on  a  visit  to  the  site  of  the  Temple  of  jSscnla- 
pius  are  rich  in  many  respects.  They  at  least  exhibit  rare  enthusiasm,  in- 
spired by  the  ^od  of  physic;  and  manifested  in  a  novel  mainer. — Ed.] 

We  arrived  in  this  celebrated  valley  in  the  latter  part  of  the  afternoon, 
xfter  «  s<»)ewhat  fatiguing  Journey  from  Napoli.    It  is  by  no  means  exten- 
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aire,  bat  a  deep  aiul  i)iciare«qQe  ravine,  u  it  were,  between  the  moantaiftc 
Out  TeeliDgs  at  atririag  on  tbis  coDsecnted  ground  were  peculiar  aod  de- 
lishtral,  and  sucb  as  cannot  be  well  appreciated  by  any  but  a  medical  man. 
We  eagerlf  sought  ont  what  maj  be  supposed  to  hare  been  the  ruins  of  ibc 
Temple  of  the  God  of  beating  Art,  dedicated  to  that  deity,  and  built,  it  it 
betieTed,  over  the  spot  in  this  Tallejr  which  he  is  related  to  bare  bee* 
born.  We  hand  in  aeveral  places  coDTused  heaps  of  roins,  wbicb  howerer 
were  not  snScieatly  defined  to  say  positively  to  wbai  cbaracter  of  edifice 
(hey  belonged,  or  whether  tbey  were  a  part  of  the  teiDple  or  of  the  aocieai 
city  of  BpidanniB. 

Desirous  of  rendering  proper  homage  to  our  great  tutelary  diTioiir,  wc 
examined  carefully  every  group  of  ruins,  in  order  that  we  might  be  sure  of 
doing  justice  to  the  great  object  of  our  visit,  and,  after  inspecting  them  all 
with  the  hope  that  we  might  discover  some  fragment  of  the  shrine  □pon 
wbicb  the  votive  offerings  were  placed,  or  one  of  those  tablets  upon  which, 
it  is  said,  the  cures  of  the  great  physician  were  inscribed,  and  wnich  might 
enable  us  to  identify  the  actual  locale  ofthe  temple  and  its  altar.  We  gave 
up  the  searcb  in  despair ;  and  concluded  to  select  the  great  amphitheatre  as 
tbe  roosi  suitable  spot  for  the  performance  of  the  ceremoaiai  we  eoaiem- 
plated;  and  accordingly  prepared  the  necessary  material  for  commeDcing 

This  immense  theatre,  incredible  as  it  may  seem,  would  accommodate 
within  it*  enclosure,  I  should  imagine  at  least  30,000  iwrsons.  It  is  on  the 
steep  side,  as  usual  on  the  bills,  and  seemed  to  us  from  its  imposing  grandeur 
and  remarkable  preservation,  to  be  an  appropriate  place  for  our  iDtended 
oblation  to  the  Ood  Esculapius. 

Let  us  stop  for  a  momeut  lo  ssy  a  few  words  of  this  wonderful  rnta. 
With  the  exception  of  ibai  of  Tramezas  in  Greece,  and  the  Coliseum  ia 
Rome,  and  that  of  Nismes  in  France,  it  is  not  only  the  largest,  but  the  most 
perfectly  preserved  ediBce  of  the  Icmd  existing  anywhere;  and  ii  would 
seem,  from  the  extraordinary  width  of  the  seats,  being  twice  that  of  any 
other  we  bad  visited,  ibal  it  wa^  admirably  adapted,  if  not  specially 
designed,  for  the  comfort  of  iuralids  who  probably  resorted  thither  not  only 
for  the  agreeable  recreation  of  witnesiiinx  theatrical  amusements  and  feats 
of  glsdiatorthip,  but  also  for  medical  treatment  and  advice  under  the 
renowned  father  of  medicine  in  person.  The  poor  as  well  as  the  rich,  the 
lowly  and  the  proud,  the  titled  pnoce  and  the  commoner  of  the  land,  irre- 
aistibly  attracted  bv  bis  fame  and  his  great  deeds,  especially  as  the  surgeiMt 
both  of  Jason  and  Agamemnon,  flocked  hither  from  all  parts  of  the  Continent, 
and  even  from  Asia  Minor,  Egypt  and  Rome,  and  the  distant  Islands,  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  consnmmaie  skill  of  ihe  great  master,  who  here,  do 
doubt,  within  these  noble  walls,  often  personally  oOiciaied  in  liia  sacred rires 
and  mysteries,  and  established,  and  held,  and  immortalised  by  bisiriamphaat 
success,  befoie  tens  of  thousands  of  enraptured  spectators,  the  first  great 
clioique  and  cencours  of  our  healing  art. 

The  consciousness  that  I  might  possibly  be  siauding  on  the  very  spot 
once  consecrated  by  the  presence  of  the  great  father  of  medicine,  and  where 
be  delivered  bis  oracles  to  adoring  multitudes,  and  that  I  loo,  perhaps  who 
might  say,  without  egotism,  that  I  had  done  the  "medical  slate  some 
service,"  was  probably  the  only  American  surgeon  who  had  ever  visited  ibis 
hallowed  place,  and  that  my  voice,  as  once  the  commanding  tones  and 
inspired  discourses  of  my  great  predecessor  were,  was  now  heard  in  its 
echoes  through  Ihe  same  mountain  ravine,  produced  together  thrilling 
emotions  of  delight  and  trains  of  vivid  thougkts,  that  language  could  but 
poorly  pout  tray. 

It  must  be  admitted,  from  historic  evidence  furnished  by  Homer  and  others 
of  the  siege  of  Troy,  that  even  anterior  to  that  remote  period,  both  Escuta- 
"s  and  his  two  sous  had  unquestionably  greatly  distinguished  tbtmselves 
,  remarkable  cures  in  medicine  or  sui^ry,  especially  in  the  latter,  to  have 
attained  a  reputation  ao  brilliaot  and  exteuded  as  was  that  of  these  three 
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Tamoua  Greeks.  What  tbey  did  probably  tvilhia  this  beavtiral  Tallef,  or 
wiibin  ihe  eacloBare  of  ibis  magaificeat  ampbilbeaire,  aod  in  varioua  oiber 
places,  was  no  doubt  as  great  for  ihose  days  as  have  been  for  our  times  the 
exploits  of  profeasiooal  men  amoug  the  modems. 

As  a  traveller  and  hnmble  tepieseotaliTe  of  my  profession  from  a  new 
world,  a  terra  incognita  lo  bim  wbo  has  rendered  this  spot  so  illustrious 
and  enduring  in  renown,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  make  a  propiiiary  sacrifice  lo  his 
revered  memory  and  name,  and  to  his  wide  spread  reputation  as  the  ruling 
deity  of  our  invaluable  art  Having  directed  my  aervanK  before  leaving 
Napoli,  to  provide  for  me  one  of  tbe  tutelary  emblems  of  Bsculapius,  the 
barnyard  cock,  of  glossy  black  plumage,!  now  assembled  my  companions  in 
tbe  arena  of  the  theatre  to  lieten  to  a  Grecian  cjinique  by  an  American  sur- 
geon, and  to  witness  the  performance  of  a  surgical  operation  which,  I  may 
venture  to  say,  never  before  had  been  performed  in  this  ancient  land,  even 
by  Esculapiua  himself  or  either  of  his  gifted  sons.  The  vielim  designated 
for  this  honourable  sacriGce  having  been  transported  from  Napoli  on  one  of 
tbe  baggage  horses,  I  requested  my  servant  to  introduce  him  into  the  arena. 
After  a  suitable  exordium,  seuing  forth  Ihe  nature  and  gravity  of  the  case, 
the  aolemaiiy  and  sacredness  of  the  place,  and  the  difficulty  and  importance 
of  the  operation  about  to  he  performed,  I  commenced,  scalpel  in  hand, 
previously  and  properly  denudmg  the  neck  of  the  feathers,  to  lay  bare  the 
common  carotid  artery  ofone  side,  the  patient  being  firmly  held  upon  one  of 
tbe  seats  of  tbe  theatre,  now  again  after  a  lapse  of  3000  years,  to  be  devoted 
to  anatomical  and  surffical  uses.  With  (be  able  assistance  of  my  excellent 
friend  and  companion.  Dr.  Jackson,  of  New  York,  after  having  laid  bare  the 
important  vessel,  and  with  proper  caution  separated  it  from  the  deep  jugular 
vein  and  par  vagum,  I  introduced  carefully  underneath  it,  by  means  of  a 
curved  eyed  probe,  a  silk  ligature,  and  then  tied  the  artery.  After  wailing 
a  few  moments,  and  finding  that  the  animal,  so  far  from  experiencing  any 
inconvenience  from  this  modern  and  dangerous  opetalion,  submitted  to  it 
with  a  grace  and  heroic  resolution  befiiting  the  distinguished  honour 
conferred  upon  him,  we  concluded,  upon  consultation,  to  tie  the  carotid  of 
tbe  other  side,  which  was  also  done  in  a  similar  manner.  I  remarked  to  the 
pupils  present  at  this  Greco-cbirurgical  clinique,  that  this  was  the  taentietk 
time  I  nad  lied  this  important  vessel,  having  performed  it  nineteen  times  on 
tbe  living  human  subject  in  my  native  country,    ll  is  a  coincidence  not  Im- 

E roper,  perhaps,  to  mention,  that  shortly  before  leaving  my  own  country  the 
isi  time  I  tied  the  carotid  with  success  on  a  young  man  who,  about  a  year 
before,  had  the  same  artery  tied  on  (he  other  aide,  making  perhaps  the 
second  remarkable  instance  of  a  human  being  recovering  after  both  these 
arteries  had  been  successfully  secured. 

Though  we  found  oor  feathered  patient,  also  bad  apparently  sustained  no 
aerious  injury,  we  deemed  it  suitable  to  the  occasion  to  make  a  further  and 
more  solemn  sacrifice  by  dividing  tbe  spinal  marrow  of  Ihe  inlrepid  chanti- 
cleer, and  thereby  lermioating  his  martyrdom,  and  givinga  brilliant  finale  to 
our  ceremonies  by  offering  up  his  whole  life  to  ihe  god  of  physic.  The 
bod][  was  then  transferred  to  one  of  the  baggage- horses  and  carried  with  us 
to  Aihens,  where  we  arrived  two  days  after.  And  lo  complete  the  funereal 
rites,  we  there  devoted  his  remains  to  tbe  cause  of  gastronomy,  by  having 
tbem  served  up  lo  us  in  an  excellent  supper  under  the  walls  of  tbe 
Parthenon ;  flattering  ourselves  at  the  same  lime  with  the  consoling  idea, 
thai  among  tbe  gorgeous  array  of  canonised  deities,  heroes^  l^iaSSi  generals, 
orators,  and  poets  whose  statues  once  adorned  every  summit  and  quartet  of 
this  proud  city,  she  wbo  was  ihe  tutelary  goddess  of  Athens,  Minerva,  the 
protectress  of  Science,  and  especially  thai  form  of  this  deity  called  Minerva- 
Hygeica,  so  named  after  a  daughter  of  Eaculapius,  was  looking  down  from 
the  Acropolis  with  smiling  appro hai ion  at  ibis  convivial  result  of  our  taboura 
in  honour  of  her  renowned  father.  The  last  finishing  stroke  was  to  secure 
from  the  wreck  of  the  victim  as  oi  hyoide;  commonly  called  the  merry- 
thought, for  ray  museum  in  America. 
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Untveraity  of  Ptnntylvania.— Medical  Depa.rttntnl.—'The  Medical  cUm 
of  tbie  iDttitulioD  numbered,  during  the  last  sesGion,  363  matricu tales. 

At  a  Public  CommenceineDt  beltl  tbe  26lh  dap  of  Hareb,  1842,  the  fal- 
lowing  genilemea  received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine. 
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Md.    SrvpcpMH. 


At  the  CommencemeDt  id  the  Arts,  beld  in  Ju]j,  1841,  the  followiog 
gentlemen  received  tbedeg;ree  of  Doctor  of  Medieine. 

L  N.  Burce.  Oa.     fkmcepllan.  I  John  Miller.  Fa.      iDtennitlnil  hnt. 

Joan  T.  Clarke,  Pa.      Conorrboea.  W. " "  "         '  

H.P.Linton,  Pa.      Tlic  Bcrcn  Bru  of  I 
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Aht.  I.— on  the  eclectic  treatment  of  delirium 

TREMENS. 

BT    TBK     E  DITOB. 

lo  «  recent  work  {Practice  of  Medicine,  toI.  2,  p.  34P.  Philad.  1842)  we 
hare  staled,  that  ihe  course  ptirsoed  by  as,  id  the  treacmeDt  or  delirium  Ire- 
meas,  has  been  entirely  eclectic,  in  many  cases  expectBUt,  and  that  tbe  re- 
sults have  been  such  as  to  satisfy  us.  Under  the  view  which  we  eoteitain  of 
the  nature  of  (be  affeciiou, — that  the  irregularity  of  nervous  action  is  usually 
induced  by  the  withdrawal  of  an  accustomed  slimulas,  and  that  the  recU' 
perative  powers  are,  geuerally,  entirely  sufficient  to  bring  about  tbe  necessary 
equalisation,  we  have  treated  tbe  mass  of  the  cases  which  ha*e  fallen  under 
our  care  without  either  excitants  proper,  or  opiates.  In  tbe  first  instance,  an 
emetic  is  giren  at  times,  if  tbe  patieot  is  seen  whilst  labouring  under  the 
effects  of  a  debauch,  or  any  particular  reason  exists  for  its  adminislralioii ;  ' 
and  afterwards  a  state  of  tranquillity  in  the  chamber  is  enjoined — the 
intrusion  of  loo  mneb  light  and  noise  being  prevented  ;  and,  where  tbe  sto- 
mach will  retain  it,  gently  nutritious  and  easily  digestible  diet  is  prescribed ; 
the  bowels  being  kept  open  by  gentle  cathartics ;  and  this  has  comprised  the 
essential  part  of  our  treatment.  In  tioie,  (be  halluciuationa  bare  disappeared, 
sleep  has  returned,  and  entire  reB(ora(ion  supervetied. 

The  preceding  remarks  are  a  proper  prelude  to  the  statistical  account  of 
tbe  Women's  Lunatic  Asylum,  at  tbe  Philadelphia  Hospital,  for  the  years 
1840  and  1841,  wbich  is  under  onr  charge  duiing  the  aix  months  commenc- 
ing on  the  first  of  November,  and  ending  on  the  first  of  May ;  and  under  that 
of  Dr.  Pennock  for  tbe  other  half  of  (be  year.  It  may  be  proper  (o  add,  that 
since  NoTember  1,  1841,  to  the  present  time,  (May  1,)  not  a  drop  of  alcoholic 
liquor  has  been  used  in  tbe  treatment  of  delirium  tremens  in  the  Women's 
Asylum,  although  some  severe  cases  in  tbe  (bird  stage  have  occurred,  which, 
notwithstanding,  terminated  most  satisfactorily. 
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Patients  admitted  into  the  Women's  Lunatic  Atybim  of  the  Phiiadeiphia 
Hospital, 
Year  1840. 

CuMadmllMd.                Corad.  Ditd. 

Intozic«iioD,       ....            25                    —  — 

Delirium  (remens,  first  stage,      -              34                      34  — 

do.              second  stage,                10                      10  — 

,              do.              third  stage,                     4                     -3  1 

Tbe  fftial  case  was  not  seea  by  ds.  ffaepatJeot  died  on  the  morniDg 
aDer  her  admission  into  the  hospital,  and  had  been  treated  in  tbe  city  for 
nearly  a  week  previously. 

Teab  1841. 

CMC*  admllud.                Curvd.  I»^ 

InlozicalioD,        -        -        -       .              ig                      ]9  _ 

Delirium  Eremens,  first  stage,      -              SI                      SI  — 

do.             second  stage,                9                      9  — 

do.              tbiid  stage,                     6                        6  — 


tm  tka  Amcrion  Ifa 

Art.  II.— Accoant  of  tbe  POST-HORTEM  ezamioaiioit  of  a  Case  of 
DEAFNESS,  in  which  were  foand  an  abnormal  Stale  of  tbe  OSSl- 
CULA  AUDITUS,  with  other  irregalarities  in  one  Ear,  and  Destruction 
of  the  MEMBRANA  TYMPAM  and  disorganisilionof  tbe  soft  parts  in 
the  Tympaoum,  &c.  in  tbe  other. 

BT  JOOHDA  J.  OOHH,  M.  D.  OP  BALTIHORR. 

[The  following  ratuable  commsnicatisn  was  read  before  the  Americnn 
PhiloBOphical  Society,  at  a  Kcent  neetlng ;  atid  is  noticed  in  tbe  "  Pi oceed- 
ings"  of  that  body.  It  has  rarely  happened  that  opportunities  have  bees 
embraced  for  examining  into  the  cendicion  of  the  organ  of  bearing  in  cases 
of  deafness,  or  that  they  have  fallen  within  the  observation  of  aa  inrestig*- 
tOT  so  competent  as  the  author  of  this  Paper. — Ed.] 

The  facts  contained  in  the  following  paper  hare  been  deemed  worthy  of 
note,  as  adding  one  more  example  to  the  tew  on  record  of  the  uoderelopcd 
or  rudimentary  condition  of  a  portion  of  tbe  orsan  of  hearing  in  man.  For 
this  reason  tbe  case  has  been  thought  of  suKcient  interest  to  claim  tbe 
honour  of  the  attentioo  of  the  members  of  this  eociety.  Although  the  ine- 
gularily  belongs  to  a  rery  mioule  structure  of  the  human  body,  it  is  never- 
theless eonnecred  with  an  important  organ,  whose  whole  structure  is  minuie, 
and  in  which  every  deviation,  however  slight,  from  tbe  owal  normal  atate^ 
must  influence,  more  or  less,  the  proper  exercise  of  its  function. 

Those  members  of  the  society  wbo  have  been  engaged  in  invesligaiing 
tbe  pathological  conditions  of  the  organ  of  bearing,  and  have  fell,  like  my- 
self, even  with  our  present  improved  methods  of  inves ligation,  the  difficul- 
ties attendant  thereupon,  from  the  want  of  a  series  of  well-observed  facts, 
will,  I  am  sure,  receive  with  doe  attention,  every  eontribntion  that  may  lea  J, 
in  tbe  slightest  degree,  to  illustrate  the  conditio*  upon  which  tBanifesuiioits 
of  disease  depend. 

Case. — Wnile  engaged  in  September  last  in  some  investigations  upon  the 
ear,  at  the  Baltimore  County  Alms-house,  my  attention  was  called  by  Dr. 
Cunningbara,  one  of  the  resident  physicians,  to  the  case  of  a  man  (xt.  aboot 
40)  wbo  had  just  died,  aod  who,  duriag  bis  residence  of  six  moatba  is  tbe 


,-,,it,GoO(^lc 


Poat-Mortan  Examination  y  a  Casa  of  Deafness.      3SI7 

boau,  laboareil  under  great  difficulty  of  hnriof.  He  died  or  tabercaUi 
pb(bi»ii,  and  the  eiamiDation  whieb  Dr.  C.  made,  sbowcd  tb«  utual  coodi- 
tioo  or  the  luDgs  in  that  disease. 

Glad  of  the  opporiuaiiy,  bo  rftrel;  afforded,  to  investigate  pott-mortem  the 
coDdition  of  tbe  orgaos  of  hearing  of  one  who,  it  wag  kaona,  nas  deaf,  I 
readily  atailed  myself  of  the  informaiion,  and  prooeeded  at  once  to  evamiDfi 
the  itaie  of  tbe  brain  and  teTeotli  pair  of  ner*ea.  These  parts  were  care- 
fully directed,  but  there  was  obserrsd  uo  ohange  fioin  the  usual  cODdition. 

In  order  to  examiae  at  greater  leisure,  aod  more  carefully  than  1  could  do 
at  the  moment,  the  several  parts  of  the  minute  apparatus  of  tbe  organs  of 
hearing,  and  particularly  to  note  the  eonditioD  of  the  Eustachian  tubes,  a 
poTiion  of  their  siruciure  which  has  lately  atrracted  moch  attention  in  cases 
of  deafness,  I  removed  the  whole  lower  part  of  (he  skull,  so  as  to  preserve 
the  conneciion  of  these  tubes,  and  on  the  following  day  observed  the  ap- 
pearances now  to  be  described. 

Etutaehian  7\tbei. — These  were  found  in  nearly  the  same  state  on  each 
aide:  (heir  guttural  orihces  were  unnsually  latve.  The  cartilages  around 
them  were  much  developed,  paiticularty  that  of  the  right  tube.  The  tubes 
themselves  were  unobstructed  in  their  whole  eiient,  and  their  diameters 
e*eQ  larger  than  common. 

Right  Ear.— The  eiternal  ear  aod  meatus  presented  the  usual 
k  appearance — the  latiter  having  been  sawed  off  so  as  to  expose  tbe 
I  membrana  lympani ;  this  membrane,  instead  of  (be  uniform,  clear, 
I  i- transparent  and  glistening  character  usually  observed,  with 
:oneavi(y  onlv  towards  the  middle,  was  ofa  dull  and  dark  ap- 
laoce,  irregular,  and  evidently  thickened;  tbe  concavity  ex- 

-^^     lending  from  the  circumference,  saucer-like :  tbe  whole  <nembrane 
JP      being  drawn  inwards. 

^  The  hone  was  now  cut  through  so  as  to  show  the  cavity  of  the 

tympanum.  This  was  found  to  be  very  much  narrowed  by  the  approsima- 
iion  of  tbe  niembrana  tympani  to  the  opposite  walls ;  and.  instead  of  a  clear, 
empty  space  for  the  ossicles,  &.c.  (he  tympanum  was  fillea  wilb  muoo-fibrons 
membranes  passing  from  the  membrana  tympani  to  the  posterior  wall,  pre- 
senting a  cellular  structure. 

Perceiving  som«  irregularity  in  the  oseicula,  I  carefully  divided  tbesa 
membranes,  in  order  to  get  a  distinct  view  of  tbe  bones  in  m'tit:  when  the 
lentor  tympani  nuttcle  was  exposed,  1  found  that  the  membrana  tympani 
with  its  ring  of  bone  was  only  bound  down  in  its  place  by  Ibis  connection  ; 
the  chain  of  bones  being  incomplete.  Before  separating  this  bond  of  union, 
I  noted  the  unusual  shortness  of  the  tendon  of  ihe  muscle  of  the  malleus, 
and  that  it  was  attached  to  the  handle  of  this  bone  throughout  its  whole 
length,  thus  drawing  down  the  bone,  and  wiih  it  the  membrana  tympani  to 
within  a  line  of  the  cocbleariform  process.  This  tendon  having  been  di- 
vided, and  the  membrana  tympani  with  its  ring  of  bone  separated,  the  fol- 
lowing abnormal  slate  of  ihe  bones  waa  seen  ■— 

Oitieula  AtidiJitt. — The  inalleui  was  normal,  but  its  relation  to  its  pro- 
per muscle  irregular,  as  above  described. 

Incus. — This  bone  was  undeveloped.  Its  size  and  form  will  be  better 
understMd  by  a  reference  to  the  accompanying  drawing.  Ii  has  a  small 
articulating  surface,  by  which  ii  is  closely  attached  to  the  corresponding 
surface  of  the  malleus— from  ibis  a  very  short  process  extends  backwards 
towards  tbe  mastoid  cells,  not  reaching,  however,  beyond  the  circumference 
of  tbe  membrana  lympani,  to  which  it  was  attacned  closely  by  a  thick  fold 
of  membrane  reflected  from  the  laiier.    This  constituted  the  whole  bone. 

Stapea. — Tbe  stapes  was  wanting,  with  the  exception  of  the  bate — this 
was  nicely  adapted  to  the  size  of  the  fenestra  ovalis,  leaving,  as  is  usual,  a 
small  space  all  around  for  the  circular  ligament,  by  which  ii  was  retained 
in  place. 

Upon  the  tympanic  side  of  ibis  baixt,  and  almost  filling  up  the_/oMa,  ihcie 
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was  a  qnaDtily  of  membniDoat  substance,  which  conBecled  itaelf  wilh  ihe 
cellular  situctute  already  described.  The  fmeHra  rotunda  wat  covered  b; 
the  same. 

Mutclet. — The  muscle  of  the  malleus  ^ten»or  ti/mp<mi)  was  sironKlf  de- 
veloped :  lis  leudoD  was  sboit  SDii  very  thick,  aod  its  aitacbmeiit  peealiar,  m 
above  mcDtioned.  The  muMle  of  the  stapes  (ttapediue)  eiisied,  but  iher« 
was  no  tendon  at  the  small  oriflue  «i  the  summit  or  the  pyTamid.  Thus,  in 
regard  to  both  these  mnscles,  the  development  seemed  in  accordance  with 
the  fanciioD  required  if  ihem.  Id  the  one  case,  as  no  stapes  existed,  the 
ttapediVB  was  only  partially  developed.  In  the  other,  the  tensor  tympani 
had  alone  to  keep  ihe  meiubrana  Tympani  in  place,  and  it  seemed  to  do  m 
by  its  short  thick  tendon. 

The  other  parts  or  the  organ  appeared  to  be  in  a  normal  state. 

Left  Car.— External  ear  and  meatns  were  healthy.  On  cutting  away  the 
meatus,  the  membrana  tympani  was  found  id  have  been  entirely  deairoved, 
with  the  exception  of  a  very  thin  slip  at  the  anterior  infeiior  edge.  The 
tympanum  was  thus  fully  exposed:  it  contained  aqoanlily  of  yellowish,  fetid 
matter,  and  its  lining  membrane  was  completely  disoi^anised. 

Oincula. — The  malleu*,  though  its  handle  was  depressed,  was  still  at- 
tached to  the  incus;  bat  the  union  was  slight,  the  ligamentous  and  muco- 
fibrous  connections  being  involved  in  the  general  disorganisation. 

The  inciM  was  in  place  :  its  long  cj'ua  extended  to  ihe  stapes,  bat  it  merely 
rested  npon  the  latter,  the  bond  oi  union  being  broken  up,  and  the  least  mo- 
tion separating  the  bones. 

The  Mtapea  seemed  to  stand  merely  rn  its  fotaa  over  the  fenestra  ovalis; 
it  was  not  bonnd  down  hy  its  appropriate  band,  being  easily  moved  from  its 
position.  The  ligament  (ligamtntvm  annulare  baa.  slap.)  forming  the  iiD- 
portsnl  connection  between  its  base  and  ihe  surrounding  bone  was  entiiely 
destroyed. 

The  tendon  of  the  tejuor  tympani  was  disorganised,  and  that  of  tbe  f(a- 
pedius  destroyed. 

The  whole  condition  of  the  tympanum  showed  a  recent  active  suppun- 
lion,  which  did  not  confine  itself  to  ibis  part:  ihe  vestibule  was  penetrated, 
as  well  as  the  mastoid  cells;  the  latter  were  coveied  with  pDS. 

The  cochlea  and  one  of  the  semicircular  canals  were  examined  a  day  ot 
two  subsequently— but  there  was  nothing  remarkable  about  then),  at  this 
time,  worthy  of  note. 

Having  completed  the  examination,  it  became  a  matter  of  great  interest 
(o  me  lo  know  something  more  of  ihe  man's  hearing,  and  in  reply  (o  my 
inquiries  on  the  subject,  Dr.  Cunningham  was  good  enough  to  address  me 
a  letter,  in  which  be  says,  "The  man  had  resided  in  Ihe  house  six  months, 
and  it  was  observed  by  the  nurses  of  the  hospital  thai  bis  deafness  had  con- 
siderably increased  from  the  lime  of  his  admission  to  that  of  bis  death. 
During  the  latier  part  of  this  time,  the  difficulty  of  hearins  was  so  great  as 
to  preclude  any  conversation  with  him."  "  An  inmate  otihe  house,"  con- 
tinues Dr.  C,  "has  lately  informed  me  that  he  knew  W.  some  six  or  seven 
years  ago,  at  which  time  he  was  in  the  habir  of  attending  ihe  markets:  be 
was  somewhat  deaf  even  at  that  time,  but  conid  hear  when  spoken  to  in  a 
moderately  loud  lone.  He  also  informed  me  that  he  noticed  W.  when  ad- 
dressed, lo  incline  his  left  ear  to  the  speaker,  from  which,  1  suppose,  we 
must  infer,  that  the  loss  of  the  faculty  was  less  on  that  side." 

From  this  information,  together  with  the  facts  disclosed  by  Ihe  poaf-mor- 
tem  investigation,  I  think  we  are  justified  in  the  conclusion,  that  the  faculty 
of  hearing  in  the  right  ear  was  either  entirely  wanting,  or  was  very  much 
impaired;  for  the  custom  of  turning  the  head  round,  so  as  to  make  use  of  the 
left  ear.  must  have  been  verj  decided  lo  have  been  remembered  aflei  the 
lapse  of  years;  it  was  doubtless  a  habit  that  had  become  identified  with  his 
person.  Independentlj'  of  the  general  inference  that  every  deviatioo  from 
the  normal  stale  of  an  organ  must  be  attended  with  an  impairment,  if  not  a 
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loss  of  the  fuDCtion  of  that  orsan,  the  irregaUrily  in  this  (right)  ear  wu 
very  great,  and  obviously  calcaTated,  from  ihe  knowa  laws  for  the  propaga- 
tion ofGDuad,  to  impair  its  communicatioa. 

tlad  the  membraaa  tynipani  beeD  capable,  io  irs  abnormal  slate,  of  com- 
manicaling  lonoroaa  vibrations,  the  relalion  of  tbe  malleus,  in  contact  with 
it,  to  the  pans  within,  would  hare  conducted  ibem  indirectly  to  the  nervous 
expansion  within  the  labyrinth;  for  it.  will  be  recollected,  the  chain  of  ossi- 
cles was  broken  op  by  the  absence  of  an  important  link.  But  the  tense  con- 
dition of  the  memorana  lympanl,  as  it  here  existed,  was  not, well  calculated 
for  the  communication  of  sound,  had  the  other  parts  of  the  organ  been  per- 
fect. The  eiperiroenis  of  Sararland  M&ller  show  that  under  this  slate  of  n 
membrane,  the  Intenaiiy  in  the  communication  of  sonorous  undolailooB  is 
much  diminished,  and  Dr.  Wollaston,  in  applying  the  principle  to  the  mem- 
brane of  the  ear,  found,  by  experiment,  ttiat  a  temporary  imperfection  of 
hearing  always  resulted  when  it  was  made  tense.  It  is  true  tnat  the  expe- 
riments of  Dr.  W.  showed  that  this  incapacity  had  reference  only  to  certain 
sounds;  [for  when  the  membrana  tympani  was  made  tense,  grave  sounds 
only  were  rendered  inaudible  0  still,  for  the  peifeciion  of  bearing  conver- 
sation, there  should  be  an  equal  copahitily  boln  for  acute  and  grave  sounds. 

As  to  the  inBuence  upon  the  function  of  the  ear,  of  the  several  other  parts 
in  their  abnormal  condition,  many  su^estions  offer  themselves  to  the  mind. 
It  may  be  woithy  a  passing  inquiry,  how  far  nature  may  have  intended,  by 
bringing  down  tbe  handle  of  the  malleus  in  such  close  proximity  to  ihe  walls 
of  the  labyrloib,  to  compensate  for  the  usoal  commanicatioa,  Ihrongh  the 
chain  of  bones,  to  the  vestibule. 

One  more  remark  may  be  made;  that  if  the  roembrana  tympani  had  IweD 
capable  of  communicating  vibrations  to  the  air  within  the  tympSDum,  the 
base  of  tbe  stapes,  or  operculum,  like  the  seme  moveable  plate  in  some  of 
tbe  reptiles  without  a  tympanutn,  offered  no  impediment  to  tbe  communica- 
tion of  the  undulations  Io  Ihe  fluid  of  the  labyrlnlb. 

In  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  left  ear,  the  result  of  disease,  we  ar« 
much  more  familiar,  and  can  readily  understand,  under  the  supposilioD  that 
Ihe  right  ear  was  unfit  to  perform  iia  function,  how  tbe  hearing  of  the  indi- 
vidual, towards  the  close  of  his  life,  became  so  much  impaired,  or  was  pro- 
bably entirely  lost.  It  is  likely,  judging  from  the  stale  in  which  it  waa 
found  poat-mortem,  that  the  membrana  tympani  was  for  a  long  time  in  a 
State  of  ulceration,  with  perforation  ;  and  that  this  was  its  condition  six  oi 
seven  years  ago,  the  time  spokeo  of  in  reference  to  the  hearing.  This  is  a 
very  common  cause  of  impaired  bearing  in  scrophulous  persons.  My  obser- 
vations in  numerous  cases  have  shown,  that  io  such  cases,  where  the  perfo- 
ration is  of  small  extent,  the  hearing  is  only  partially  lost  oi  slightly  impaired. 
Where  the  ulceration  extends,  so  as  to  produce  entire  loss  of  the  memhrann 
tympani  even  of  both  ears,  although  the  hearing  is  much  more  impaired,  yet 
if  the  dUeaae  be  limited  to  this  membrane  only,  it  is  not  so  much  injured  aa 
would  he,  d  priori,  supposed.  Even  when  the  disease  is  allowed  to  extend 
to  the  parts  within  the  tympanum,  and  the  tnaUevt  and  incus  come  away, 
if  the  ulceration  do  not  embrace  the  ligament  and  membranes  binding  the 
tlapet  to  its  place,  the  loss  of  the  faculty  is  still  not  great.  Should,  how- 
ever, ihid  part '  ;come  affected,  the  stapes  generally  comes  away,  the  inner 
structure  of  the  ear  becomes  involved,  and  loss  of  the  faculty  is  the  result. 

I  cannot  but  believe,  that  such  was  the  progiess  of  disease  in  this  ear. 
The  increase  of  the  deafuess  was  doubtless  owing  to  [he  increase  of  the 
nicerative  process  in  the  ear,  corresponding  to  the  development  of  the  same 
condition  in  the  lungs.  The  whole  membrana  tympani  was  destroyed;  tbe 
fibrous  or  fibro-mucous  tissue  of  the  tympanum  became  implicated  ;  tbe  liga- 
ment or  membrane  connecting  tbe  stapes  to  the  fenestra  ovalis  was  de- 
stroyed, and  the  inner  and  more  important  parts  of  the  organ  were  involved. 
That  [his  eileosioD  of  (he  utceratlun  could  not  long  have  existed,  to  the  de- 
gree found  at  the  post-mortem  examination,  is  probable,  from  the  position 
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of  lh«  Msiclet.  I  h&re  generally  found  ikat  when  ihia  ^MtrnctiTe  dbesae 
it  Dot  aooa  arretted,  the  malleui  aad  jdooi  come  away,  la  the  preheat 
case,  the  falliog  off  of  itae  vital  powen  seemi  to  bare  inToWed  the  whole 
tenure  of  ihe  tympaQam  at  ODce  ;  the  bones  were  uadisinrbed  in  their  posi- 
tion, the  ((apes  Hlood  in  ii«  place,  whilst  all  the  sorrounding  testnr«s  w«t« 
destroyed,  and  very  great,  it  not  entire  loss  of  the  faculty  wu  the  letnlt,  ia 
the  short  period  he  remaiDed  in  the  hospital. 

laatances  of  irregolar  development  of  the  oaaieula  audit&a,  and  other  nwl- 
fomatioDi  of  the  car,  are  not  entirely  waatin^  iu  tlie  works  of  anatomists. 
Pathologists,  however,  have  had  few  opportunities  of  presenting  sucb  c«set 
in  conaeciion  with  impaired  function  of  the  ear,  preTiously  observed.  Mor- 
gsgoi'  makes  mention  of  two  oates,  certain  of  the  features  of  which  bear 
soma  reMmblaace  to  our  present  one.  In  speaking  of  the  variona  causes  of 
deafaws,  he  says,  "It  is  not  to  be  doubled  bat  that  their  number  may  be  in- 
creased everr  day,  as,  for  insiBDoe,  when  innumerabU  membrane*  dnmrn 
from  all  tiaet,  and  inlertecting  each  other,  ntutually  occupy  the  lehoU 
cavity  of  the  tympanum;  as  1  found  in  that  ear,  in  regard  to  which  marks 
wera  not  wauting,  ifaat  the  man  had  not  beard  at  all,  or  at  least  very  liitte; 
and  in  like  maimer,  vhen  any  muicle  oat  o/thote  vhich  serve  to  the  motion 
of  the  little  bonee  in  Ihe  lympanum  it  immovable  and  contracted,  as  I  fooitd 
iu  another  man,  who.  when  he  was  alive,  if  any  one  could  have  divined, 
would  not,  1  believe,  have  been  interrogated,  to  no  purpose  at  all,  concerning 
the  certain  disorders  of  that  ear." 

It  may  be  well  to  observe  before  concluding,  that  if  the  abnoimal  atate  of 
the  incus  and  stapes,  as  found  in  the  present  case,  be  the  result  of  an  amst 
of  developmeai,  it  would  go  to  confirm  Ihe  opioioas  of  Meckel  rather  than 
those  of  Ca&aebohm  in  regard  to  the  order  of  development  of  the  oeeiciUa: 
for  the  details  of  which  1  beg  leave  to  refer  to  ihe  well  known  work  on  ana- 
tomy of  the  former.  And  io  regard  to  the  smalt  portion  of  the  stapes  that 
exists  in  our  case,  the  remarks'  of  Professor  Tiedemann  of  Heidelberg  seem 
apposite.  In  describiog  two  cases  of  peculiarly  formed  atapedea,  he  remarki 
that  such  is  the  infinite  variety  preteated  by  the  animal  organisation  in  all 
its  pans,  that  we  ceaaoi  fail  to  observe  a  well  marked  gridation  from  the 
most  simple  to  the  most  perfect  of  beings,  and  iliat  every  aberration  in  the 
form  of  any  of  the  organs  of  the  upper  groups  approximates  them  to  that  of 
(he  inferior  ones.  la  illustration  of  which,  Piofessoi  T.  describes  two  cases, 
one  of  them  in  a  new-born  child,  the  other  in  an  adult,  where  the  elapedm 
were  so  altered  in  form  as  closely  to  resemble  the  eotumeila  of  the  arttUko- 
rynehtu,  the  echidnai,  and  that  of  birds  and  reptile*. 

In  the  case  described  in  ihi«  paper,  does  not  the  absence  of  every  part  of 
the  stapes,  with  the  exception  of  the  base,  liken  it  to  the  osseous  opercnlnm 
found  in  the  bombinatores,  land  salamander,  and  caciKa;  of  the  effect  of 
which,  in  the  communication  of  sonorous  undulations  I  have  already 
spoken? 


[  Bxiraet  of  a  letler  to  the  Editor,  from  J.  E.  Craighead,  M.  D.,  SomeiTille,  West  Ten. 
neiaee,  dated  April  S6, 1S42.] 

"In  the  absence  of  sulphate  of  quinia,  as  we  got  out  of  it  last  year,  I 
have  used  prussiate  of  iron  very  successfully  in  interroitteois  last  fall. 

"The  most  successful  plan  1  have  found  for  treating  the  congestive  fevei 
of  this  country  is  to  bleed  in  ihe  cold  stage,  purge  freely,  and  break  up  the 
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ebaiD  af  morbid  aationi  by  powerful  doses  of  toiiie»,  bark,  or  ralpbate  of 
qainia.     The  itQlphate  of  quinia  we  nsoallf  get  here  is  lo  adultereied,  that 
>Dtlv  use  fire  graio  doics  everr  two  hoors  wilbcai  any  DDpleasaot 
I  bavs  never  yet  Icwt  a  cate  of  congettiTt  ferer,  Ihough  I  biTe  bad 


Abt.  IV.— on  congestive  fever. 


In  four  letter  you  ineDiioDed  the  congeatiTe  ferer  thet  prcTailed  amoog 
us  in  this  eouDty  ;  my  notes  were  not  made  with  much  eiaetness,  nor  did  1 
enter  them  in  my  re|;ular  note  book,  la  coDsequeoce  of  their  haviag  been 
made  from  ibe  first  cases,  and  from  my  not  baviog  at  the  time  considered  it 
as  a  distinct  fever,  but  one  ibat  was  ionueaced  by  some  local  cause,  and  ibos 
differiag  from  the  ordioarv  ferers  cf  the  season.  It  afterwards  invaded  « 
great  poriioa  of  our  stale,  aepriring  us  of  many  of  odi  first  citizeDS,  aod  pro- 
duciag  great  terror  in  e*ery  aeighboorhood. 

On  inquiriag  into  the  maooer  of  their  attack,  I  was  iDfonned  that  ihey 
had  appealed  drowsy  for  several  days  preTJously,  aad  had  fie^neuily  dis- 
tutbed  bowels,  with  copious  discharges,  which  resembled  la  coDSisience  and 
colour  newly  made  cider,  rromsweetenJagapples,  which  discharges  continued 
for  aevenil  aays,  and  for  which  calomel  was  generally  gireii  by  some  of  the 
domestics— from  ten  to  twenty  eraias— with  no  other  effect  then  the  addition 
of  a  sediment  resembling  the  refuse  of  drained  ashes.  They  also  complained 
of  paia  in  the  head,  back  of  the  neck,  and  shoulders,  and  sometimes  of  pain 
in  the  region  of  the  umbilicus.  The  temperature  of  the  body  was  very  high ; 
the  exlremiiJes  were  cold  ;  the  pulse  135,  and  labourine,  as  if  the  passage  of 
the  blood  was  difficult ;  mouth  dr^ ;  longoe  coated  witn  a  dark  brown  fur — 
in  one  case  very  smooth  and  ■hiaing — pulsations  of  the  heart  not  fell  at  the 
loner  portion  of  the  sternum  or  sixth  rib.  The  stethoscope  enabled  ua  to 
hear  the  circulation  through  the  heart,  which  was  very  laborioua,  and  indi- 
cated a  dull  and  sluggish  action ;  the  liver  seemed  inactive,  and  sometimes 
so  enlarged  as  to  be  felt  below  the  ribs. 

After  the  lapse  of  a  few  dajrs  fiom  the  cessation  of  the  first  diarrhtea,  a 
second  would  superrene,  the  discharges  containing  seybala  of  the  size  of  a 
bazle-nut  or  larger,  preceded  or  accompanied  by  tympanitis,  which  waa  con- 
sidered by  man;  as  a  fatal  indication.  After  its  continuance  for  a  day  or 
two,  the  sufferer  would  sbiiok  into  a  laaguid  aod  almo&l  insensible  stale, 
and  the  dejections  pass  involuntarily ;  and  thus  death  would  ensue, — Ibe  pulse 
being  never  below  12S,  and  bately  distinct  at  the  wrist. 

There  was  a  peculiar  odour  through  the  entire  disease,  and  a  cessation  of 
the  secreiions,  with  the  urine  scanty  and  high  coloured.  Medical  aid  was 
generally  neglected  until  the  cessation  of  ihe  first  diarrhtBB,  and  the  snper- 
venlioQ  of  sreat  beat  of  the  body,  with  cold  extremities;  the  heart  tsbooring 
greatly.  We  resorted  to  venesection,  to  not  more  than  ten  ounces,  in  cno' 
sequence  of  the  want  of  tolerance  of  thp  system,  and  the  hjood  ceasing  (o 
Bow.  Frictions,  with  flour  of  mustard,  and  other  excitants  were  also  em- 
ployed; and  after  the  lapse  of  a  few  hours  there  was  a  greater  toleranoe,  so 
that  the  blood  flowed  much  more  freely,  which  generally  restored  the  warmth 
of  the  extremities;  but  there  remained  a  disposition  lo  periodical  returns  of 
coldness  of  the  extremities,  which  was  met  by  the  frictions  and  sulphate  of 
quinia.     This  periodicity  was  moie  distinct  in  the  advanced  stage. 

Owing  to  the  irritability  produced  by  calomel,  I  ordered  the  blue  mass 
withDoveHspowdei^fourgrainRof  thefoimeraod  lenof  the  latter,  every  two 
hours,  until  five  or  six  were  taken  and  a  discharge  waa  produced ;  the  tym- 
panitis and  diarrhma  supervened  afler  a  few  days,  and  from  the  acjrbala 
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voided  I  was  jodoced  lo  uk  injeclioas  for  their  remoTal,  with  siaapis«ns 
OTer  tbe  umbilical  regioD.  The  congested  and  dormant  «tate  or  the  liver 
was  generally  relieved  by  bliaiers  over  its  region.  In  the  collapsed  slate, 
wbicli  I  found  to  be  a  ^neral  accompaoiment  of  ihe  diseaae,  it  became  ne- 
cessary to  use  tonics,  viz.  bark,  &c. 

I  aeglected  to  slate  thai,  in  several  cases,  there  was  a  slight  eraptioB 
about  the  face,  neck,  and  shoulders,  resembling  miliary  pimples. 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL   NOTICES. 

GerhartPi  Lectare»  on  DUea$ea  of  the  CheaO 
These  Lectures  were  origiaally  published  in  ibe  "  Examiner,"  of  which 
ihe  author  is  one  of  the  editors.  The  volume  is  ia  double  column,  and  in 
type  as  set  up  in  the  pages  of  that  journal ;  heuce,  the  author  apologises  ia 
the  preface  for  "numerous  errors  of  style,"  and  "for  those  typographical 
errors  which  may  strike  the  reader;"  and  the  apology  merits  reception. 
As  much  weight  may  not  perhaps  be  given  to  the  reason  assigned  by  Dr. 
Gerhard  for  having  made  few  or  no  references  to  authors,  "these,"  he  re- 
marks, "  seemed  unnecessary,  for  the  history  of  the  diseases  of  the  chesl  is 
BO  well  known,  that  there  is  little  difficulty  in  determining  the  source  from 
which  the  recent  discoveries  have  originated ;"  and  be  adds,  farther  on, "  the 
lectures  iacluded  in  this  volume  contain  the  results  of  the  author's  observa- 
tion, derived  indirectly  from  the  different  authors  who  have  written  on  the 
subject,  bui  in  all  cases  verified  at  the  bedside  or  in  the  ampbitheaire.  They 
are  not,  iherefqie,  properly  a  compilation,  which  would  require  a  citation  of 
authorities,  but  are  immediately  deduced  from  clinical  observation." 

It  is  immaterial  what  appellation  is  given  to  the  work.  It  contains  the 
results  of  the  investigations  of  distinguished  practitioners,  in  all  caseii,  ac- 
cording to  Dr.  Gerhard,  carefully  observed  and  verified  or  disproved  by  hia- 
self;  but  such  verification  or  disproval  does  not,  in  our  opinion,  deprive  iho&e 
preceding  observers  of  the  credit  (o  which  tbey  are  justly  entitled,  or 
diminish  the  propriety  of  citing  ihem  as  authorities.  It  would  ha*e  heea 
important,  ioi>,  we  think,  to  the  inquirer,  that  such  reference  should  have 
been  made,  Inasmuch  as  it  would  have  enabled  him  to  see  whether  the 
statement  were  made  by  others  than  the  author,  and  to  separate  that  which 
the  author  had  suggested  from  that  which  had  emanated  from  hit  predccea- 
eors  and  contemporaries.  Besides,  there  are  many  topics  in  the  work 
on  which  difference  of  sentiment  still  exists,  and  in  regard  lo  which  it 
would  have  been  proper  to  state  that  they  are  still  unsettled.  For  example, 
Dr.  Gerhard  remarks  that  "passing  from  the  root  of  the  lung  a  gradual  di- 
minution is  found  in  the  loudness  of  the  bronchial  sound,  but  it  is  still  heard 
as  far  as  the  summit,  and  much  more  distinctly  on  the  right  side  tban  on  tbe 
left.  The  difference  in  the  two  sides  arises  from  the  anatomical  stmclure; 
for  the  tubes  leading  to  the  upper  part  of  the  right  lung  are  shorter  and  larger 

'  Lectures  on  the  Dii^noiia,  Pilhdofy  and  Trmtment  of  the  Dlieaaet  of  the  Qwrt. 
By  W.  W.  Gerhard,  M.  D.,  Lecturer  on  Clmicil  Mcdicina  U>  the  Univenit;  of  Pens- 
■yWanii,  Ph^iiciia  to  tbe  PhiUdeiphia  Hoipilal,  Bk>chley,  &«.  &«.    Luge  6vi).pp. 
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than  tbose  going  to  tbe  leri,  on  which  side  the  la^e  broocbus  panes  undet 
the  aoria,  and  is  iherefore  touch  longer  and  more  tortuous  than  upon  the 
right.  The  larger  bai  shorter  tubes  of  course  approach  much  more  oeailf 
thaa  the  longer  and  smaller  ones  to  tbe  physical  condition  of  the  trachea,  in 
Avhich  the  air  circulates  with  such  freedom  as  to  give  lise  to  the  loudeat 
double  blowing  sound.  Tbe  loader  blowing  sound  exists  on  the  right  side, 
botb  at  ibe  anterior  and  posterior  part ;  hence  a  giren  amount  ot  iaduration 
of  structure,  which  may  tend  to  increase  tbe  loudness  of  this  sign,  will  be 
much  more  perceptible  on  tbe  tight  side  than  on  tbe  left — while,  on  the  other 
band,  a  perfectly  natural  peculiarity  may  be  mistaken  for  disease.  The 
blowing  sound,  if  it  be  heard  only  on  ihe  right  side,  mtist  be  well  charac- 
terised lo  become  a  sign  of  disease,  and  is  not  of  much  value  unless  com- 
biued  with  oiber  corroborative  evidence." — p.  29. 

Tbe  reader  would  naturally  conclude,  from  these  obserfatioas,  that  no 
question  could  exist  as  lo  the  fact  of  this  diOerence  of  sides ;  yet  Fouroet 
— au  excellent  obseTver—has  satisfied  himself,  that  in  perxons  presenting  all 
the  charanterisiics  of  healiby  lungs,  the  sounds  of  inspiration  and  expiration 
are  precisely  identical  in  all  corresponding  points.  In  tbe  few  persons  ia 
whom  be  delected  a  sligfhily  greater  development  of  the  expiration  under 
the  right  Iban  under  the  left  clavicle,  there  were  some  motives  for  a  doubt- 
ful opinion  respecting  the  slate  of  the  lungs.  M.  Fouroet  expresses,  indeed, 
the  opinion  from  the  physical  condition  of  the  two  lungs,  that  there  is  do 
reason  why  they  should  furnish  different  respiratory  sounds.  Again,  another 
practised  auscultator — Slokes — dwells  especially  on  the  importance  of  the 
"  discovery"  made  by  him,  that  in  many  persons  there  is  a  natural  difference 
between  the  intensity  of  the  murmur  in  either  lunjc;  and  in  such  cases, 
"  with  scarcely  an  exception,  be  found  the  murmur  of  the  left  to  be  dis- 
lincily  louder  than  that  of  the  right  lung.'*  It  would  appear,  indeed,  and 
such — as  we  have  elsewhere  said'— is  the  result  of  our  own  observation,  that, 
at  limes,  there  is  no  marked  difference  between  the  two  sides ;  that,  al  others, 
the  tniensily  of  tbe  inspiratory  murmur  is  greater  on  the  right  side,  and  at 
others  on  the  left. 

Again,  Dr.  Gerhard  states,  that  in  gangrene  of  tbe  lungs,  as  an  average 
result,  about  one  half  of  those  attacked  die.  "  In  hospitals,  the  mortality  is 
rather  greater,  amounting  to  three  fifths,  while  in  private  practice,  it  is  pro- 
bably about  two  fifths  ;"  whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  Dr.  Craigie  describes  it 
as  a  disease,  "the  presence  of  which  it  is  difficult  to  distinguish  in  the  early 
stages  from  that  of  other  diseases  of  tbe  lungs ;  its  determining  causes  are 
totally  unknown ;  and  it  is  not  knofvn  that,  in  any  genuine  instance  of  it, 
the  patient  has  made  a  recovery.'' 

We  are  aware  that  there  are  indolent  individuals  in  the  ranks  of  the  pro- 
feaaioQ,  who  desire  but  the  ip»e  dixit  of  tbe  writer  of  any  work,  and  who 
would  rather  not  be  puzzled  by  any  conflicting  testimony,  preferring  even 
error  lo  uncertainty.  Yet  these,  happily,  are  becoming  daily  fewer  and 
fewer,  and  a  deep  and  abidiog  search  after  truth,  fostered  by  a  well  founded 
and  judicious  scepticism,  is  gradually  dispelling  tbe  baneful  influence  of  the 
verba  magittri,  under  which  medical  science  has  so  long  suffered.  We 
would,  therefore,  have  greatly  preferred  the  citation  of  Hulborilies  for  and 

I  Practice  of  Hedichie,  i.  325.    Fhllad.  1B4S. 
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tgaiKst  muy  of  lli«  pogitiooa  BMum€d  bf  the  author  of  the  votfc  bcfon 
Of ;  still,  we  find  a  aufficient  ezciite  for  the  amiuion,  not  Id  tke  rntont  as- 
aigned  in  the  Preface,  but  in  the  fact,  that  il  consiils  often  of  reports  of  lec- 
tures, in  which  we  can  readilf  comprehend  such  eiiaiioD  might  not  hare 
been  convenient  or  practioahle. 

The  greater  pait  of  the  Tolnma  is  occupied  with  leclurei  on  diseases  of  the 
luDgD )  the  remainder  embraeea  diieasea  of  the  cireulatotr  syetem ;  on  all  of 
which  subjects  there  is  much  iolereiting  and  valuable  matter.  On  the  ibe- 
rapeatical  portion— to  which  much  less  space  is  given  than  to  the  diagnoiit 
—we  would  have  mads  some  comments,  but  our  space  will  not  admit  of 
tbem. 

Tke  IVatem  Lancet.^ 

This  is  a  new  candidate  for  the  profesnioDal  favour,  of  the  West  more  espe- 
cially. It  appears  in  a  good  dress ;  and  its  execution  is  creditable  to  its 
editor.  It  conslsle  of  Original  CommunicalioDs,  Bibliographical  Notices, 
Miscellaneous  Selections,  and  Intetiigeoce,  and  an  Editorial  DepartmeDi; 
and  is  to  appear  monthly,  at  three  dollars  per  annum,  payable  in  advance. 
"  Uninfluenced,"  says  the  editor,  "  by  sectional  or  parly  interests,  and  free 
from  the  debasing  effects  of  clique  gorenimenl,  we  will  in  all  sincerity  en- 
deavour to  promote  harmony  and  unity  of  action,  and  never  permit  our 
journal  to  become  a  medium  for  conveying  off  the  debrifot  personal  colli- 
sions." 

We  heartily  wish  Dr.  Lawsoa  every  success. 

Coate^i  School  Physiology.* 
This  little  volume  strikes  us  as  well  adapted  for  the  object  which  the 
author  had  in  view.  It  contains,  in  epitome,  an  account  of  such  pheaomcDO, 
presented  by  the  living  body,  and  especially  by  that  of  man,  aa  could  be 
embraced  with  propriety  in  a  work  adapted  for  the  instruction  of  the  young. 
We  can  lecomroend  it  conscientiously  and  strongly  to  those  who  are  engaged 
in  the  most  honorable  avocation  of  developing  the  powers  of  the  yoathfol 
mind.  We  have  repeatedly  taken  occasion  lo  urge  the  importance  of  phy- 
siology as  a.  branch  of  popular  education,  and  are  gtatilSed  to  learn,  that  this 
view  is  becoming  more  and  more  embraced  by  the  intelligent  part  of  the 
inder  whose  combined  opinion  all  important  charges  in  public 
e  sooner  or  later  effected. 


7Vtinmer'«  Geology  and  Mina-alogy.* 

This  worlrdoes  not  appertain  directly  to  ihe  profession  of  medicine.    Yrt 

it  is  on  a  subject  with  which  every  physician  ought  to  be  more  or  less  ac- 

■  The  Wulern  Lancet,  dsioted  to  Medical  and  Sorgietl  Sciance.  Edited  bj  Leon- 
das  Morrau  Liwun,  M.D.,  May  1S4S.    8to.  pp.  Sa    Cincinnati,  1843. 

•Piijiiology  for  Schooln.  Bj  Re; nell  Conlei,  M.D.,  Correipandinr  Member  of  the 
Nttion.l  Institution,  Wmhinfftan  City,  itnd  lire  Now  York  Lfceum  ofNila™!  BiitorT, 
HBmlHr  of  the  Aotdemy  of  Ndnril  Scienost  at  Philadalphia,  &c.,  &«.  Seoord  «H- 
tioo  rsvlKd.    13010.  pp.  333.    Fbilsdelphi*.  1319. 

»  Priciical  Geology  and  Minersloffv  i  with  Initractions  for  the  qaalitative  SDalnes 
of  Mineral!.    By  Joshua  Trimmer,  F.K3.    five.  pp.  596. 
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quaioled.    PethspB  there  is  no  one,  which  is  more  magnifleBnt  thaa  G«olo^. 
It  assuredly  is  second  lo  noo«,  unless  we  except  Aslronomy. 

The  work  before  as  is  eicelleatljr  well  adapted  foi  tha  student  of  Qeotogf 
and  Mineralogy.  It  has  not  the  rednndancy  of  larger  woAs,  and  yet  it  is 
sufficieotiy  ample  as  an  inlrodnction  to  the  whole  subject,  and  is  well  worthy 
of  the  alleniton  of  those  whose  minds  have  recently  been  attaaed  more 
especially  to  the  nubject,  by  the  able  lectnres  that  hare  been  delireted  in 
some  of  our  principal  cities.    It  is  illustrated  by  numerous  wood  cuts. 


Vegetable  Phyaiology} 

The  number  of  physiological  works  to  which  we  hare  had,  from  time  to 
time,  lo  attract  the  atteation  of  our  readers,  sufficiently  exhibits  the  growing 
taste  for  this  species  of  philosophical  inquiry.  There  tras  wanted,  however, 
ia  our  book  stores,  an  elemeniary  work  on  vegetable  physiology.  This 
want  is  well  supplied  by  the  work  before  ds.  It  is  written  expressly  for 
u on-professional  readers,  and  is  consequenily  adapted  for  all— the  language 
being  clear,  the  style  good,  tad  the  illustrations— which  are  numerous — 
enlirelyappropriate. 

We  can  recommeod  ils  perusal  strongly  to  our  readers,  and  are  of  opinion, 
that  it  might  be  adopted,  with  much  propriety,  into  our  public  and  other 
schoob. 


Carpmter'*  fluman  Phynoiogy.* 

This  work  exhibits  alt  the  menial  characteristics  of  Dr.  Carpeitler— great 
knowledge  of  whit  has  beeit  done  by  others ;  clearness  of  coiweptioii,  and 
lueidness  of  arrangement.  Althoiigh  entitled  "Hnman  Physiology,"  tnaoy 
of  its  details  are  on  Histology  and  Hisiogeny,  or  on  tbe  minute  anatomy, 
and  development  of  tissues,  which  man  possesses  along  with  the  rest  of  tb« 
aniinated  creation.  They,  however,  who  are  fond  of  such  investigations 
—and  who  is  there  that  is  not  more  or  less  so— will  find  (he  transcendental 
as  well  as  the  more  sober  views  of  modern  inquirers,  well  depicted,  and  we 
aie  consequently  pleased  to  see  it  advertised  amongst  the  forthcoming  pub- 
lications of  the  eoterprising  house  of  Lea  &  Blanchard  of  this  city. 

It  may  not  he  improper  in  ns  to  remark,  that  Dr.  Carpenter,  in  his  preface, 
allndes  to  several  works,  tbe  results  of  a  lai^e  proportion  of  which  ha  stales 
have  not  been  included  in  aoy  previous  publication  on  HumaB  Physioli^. 
•Several  of  these  had,  however,  been  incorporated  into  the  last  edition  of  oar 
own  "  Human  Physiology,"  which  has  been  before  tbe  profession  ten  months. 
This  had  not,  however,  reached  Dr.  Carpenter,  as,  whenever  he  alludes  to 
the  work,  it  is  to  the  third  edition,  of  1638. 

*  A  Papular  Trentiae  on  Ventable  Phjaiology,  pablishod  onder  (he  ibipiees  of  ths 
Society  for  tlis  Promotion  of  PopaUr  Initractioa,  with  numerous  cul&  ISmo.  pp.  303. 
Pliiladelpliia,  1B42. 

■  Principle!  of  Human  Phfaiology ;  with  their  chief  spplicatioaa  to  Palbokigy,  Hj- 
giini,  and  Forenaic  Medicine,  especial Ir  designed  for  tha  nse  of  Stndenta.  By  Wil- 
liam B.  Carpenter,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on  Fhyaiology  to  the  Bristol  Hedicil  School,  iLC 
Sto.  pp.  680.    London,  1843. 
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MISCELLANKODS    NOTICES. 

Medical  allege  of  Ohio,  and  mUoughby  Medical  School— Dr.  KiH- 
land.— Jit.  Kinlaod,  Professor  of  (he  Theoif  and  Practice  of  Physic  in  the 
Medicnl  College  of  Ohio,  has  resigned  (he  office,  and  accep(ed  the  chair  oa 
the  same  branches  in  ibe  Willoughby  Medical  School. 

We  observe  tbai  the  Trustees  of  the  foimer  school  hare  given  ooiice  ia 
(he  public  prints,  that  do  sppointmeDl  will  be  made  prior  to  the  15tb  of  June, 
and  that  applicadoD  shoold  be  made  to  D.  K.  Este,  Esq.,  Preaideat  of  tbe 
Board,  by  those  who  are  candidates  for  the  ■i(UK(ioa.' 

New  York  Ituane  Hotpital  at  Ulicaj-Dr.  Jfoodtrard— This  gentleman, 
of  whom  we  have  so  often  made  hooourabte  mention — has  been  elected 
Superintendant  and  Physician  to  (his  great  Asylum  for  the  Insane  Poor. 
When  will  it  be  permitted  us  (o  congrstalate  this  community,  and  tbe  cause 
of  science  and  philaathropf  in  general,  on  the  completion  of  a  siniilat  uo- 
derlaktng  iit  PennsylTania! 

Credulity  of  the  People  in  regard  to  Bemediet.—lt  is  not  surprising,  that 
tbe  most  ridiculous  views  in  regard  to  medical  theories  and  practice  should 
prevail  amongst  tbe  people,  and  that  ihey  should  be  ready  to  run  after  the 
praclisers  of  any  novel  system,  no  matter  how  preposterous  it  may  be,  when 
we  observe  the  amount  of  superstition  and  credulity  that  exists  to  a  greater 
degree  of  course  amongst  the  ignorant,  but  to  a  certain  eileot  likewise 
amongst  those  (hat  are  be(teT  informed.  Hence  the  bydropaihist  and  homoo- 
pathist,  the  uroscopist  and  the  Thomsonian  find  dupes  enough  for  their 
mercenary  purposes. 

It  would  scarcely  be  credited  were  it  not  notoriously  (he  fac(,  that  the 
loriuae  teller  is  constantly  consuUed ;  and  that  there  are  many  who  believe 
(hat  a  person  in  ■  state  of  magnetic  sleep  can  inspect  (he  very  entrails  and 
pronounce  as  to  theii  healthy  or  diseased  condition  I 

Within  the  last  few  days,  and  in  and  near  this  enlightened  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, (wo  cases  have  occurred,  which  do  not  speak  strongly  for  the  "  march 
of  miod"  in  these  respects.  The  child  of  a  respectable  individual  was  re- 
cently bitten  by  a  dog,  which  was  supposed  to  be  rabid.  Tbe  father  very 
properly  invoked  medical  aid  from  the  city,  but  in  tbe  mean  time  it  was  ad- 
vised that  a  person,  who  bad  been  very  successful  in  the  prevention  of  hy- 
drophobia under  similar  c ire um stances,  should  be  permitted  (o  pretcribt, 
which  was  agreed  to.  Accordingly,  be  directed  an  infusion  of  a  common  and 
innoxious  vegeisble;  snd  farther,  that  a  paper,  on  which  was  written  the 
following  jargon,  should  be  swallowed  three  times  a  day  : 

Packs  Mochs  Packs 

Packs  X  Mocks 

Erin  X  O  x  Bocks. 

The  second  case  was  one  of  porrigo  on  the  teg,  for  which  we  were  con- 
sulted by  a  respectable  yonng  Irish  woman;  tbe  lar  ointment  was  pre- 
scribed, under  which  the  eruption  improved.  She  was  persuaded,  how- 
ever, that  it  could  be  permanently  cured  by  one  person  only,  who  had  gained 


■  Tho  Western  Lancet,  Ma;  1849.   p.  4& 
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great  repalation  by  remoTing  cuUneoas  digeaaes  hy  simply  tpilting  upon 
them.  Our  palieot  subjecied  bergelf  to  oae  single  operiUion :  and  ibe  vhole 
beaefii  was  ascribed  tbereio  ! 

Can  we  be  surprised  al  aay  ezhibilioD  of  credulity,  wheo  we  know  poai- 
lively  of  the  eiisteoce  of  such  humiliating  examples  ! 

Cooper't  Surgical  Dictionary. — Dr.  David  M.  Reeae,  Proressor  of  the 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic  in  the  Casileion  Medical  College,  VermODt, 
is  engaged  in  preparing  for  the  press  a  new  edition  of  Cooper's  Surgical 
Dictioaary.  He  proposes  to  add  a  supplementary  appeudiz,  ia  which  he 
will  record  the  improrcmenis  and  operatiout  of  American  surgeons  since 
J830 — the  date  of  the  former  American  edition — together  with  a  summary 
of  all  the  new  mailer  which  Mr.  Cooper  has  introduced  eoDcerning  traos- 
atlaotic  surgery  during  the  same  period. 

Penniylvania  Hospital— Dr.  Pepper.— The  Board  of  Managers  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Hospital  have  elected  Dr.  Pepper  10  the  office  of  Physician 
to  ibis  institulion,  in  the  place  of  Dr.  B.  Coates,  resigned.  Dr.  Pepper  is  a 
zealous  and  practised  paibologial ;  full  of  enthusiasm  in  the  ptofesston  of  his 
choice  ;  who  has  had  ample  opportunities  both  at  home  and  abroad  for  de- 
veloping his  natural  endowments,  and  for  becoming  a  welt  informed  and 
able  physician. 

College  of  Pharmacy— Dr.  Bridget.-— Th«  office  of  Professor  of  Che- 
mistry having  been  vacatid  by  the  resignation  of  Dr.  William  Fisher,  we 
are  gratified  to  find,  that  it  has  been  bestowed  upon  Dr.  R.  Bridges,  of 
this  city,  well  known  as  an  eicellent  chemist. 

Universily  of  Maryland — Dr.  Itoby. — Dr.  Joseph  Roby  has  received  the 
appointment  of  Professor  of  Anatomy  in  the  University  of  Marylaiid. — Bos- 
ton Med.  and  Surg,  Journal,  May  11,  ISIS. 

A'eio  York  Society  for  Ihe  Belief  of  the  Widoicsand  Orphans  of  Medical 
Men.— We  aie  pleased  to  see  a  movement  in  this  praiseworthy  direction 
made  in  New  York  by  some  of  the  most  respectable  members  of  the  profes- 
sion ;  and  although,  from  the  programme  submitted  to  ibc  meeting,  the  con- 
templated relief  is  intended  to  be  but  small,  it  is  the  commencement  of  a 
noble  scheme,  and  may  be  mote  fully  matured  hereafter.  We  shall  look 
with  much  interest  to  the  further  developments,  which,  we  trust,  may  be 
entirely  successful. 

Ileus,  in  conteauenee  of  Hypertrophy  of  the  Pancreas,  producing  Slric- 
lure  of  Ike  Duodenum.'— A  country  gentleman,  of  strong  appearance,  had 
felt  for  six  or  eight  moolhs,  a  sense  of  weight  in  the  region  of  the  stomach 
and  navel,  which  prevented  him  moving  at  all  after  eating,  as  this  gave  rise 
to  great  uneasiness;  he  was  in  the  babil  of  drinking  great  quantities  of 
water,  and  experienced  much  relief  from  eructation.  Four  days  previous  to 
N.  (narrator  of  the  i^iise,)  seeing  him,  which  was  on  the  20ih  July,  he  had 
indulged  rather  freely  at  nn  enleriainmenl  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  al\er 
having  driven  home  somewhat  late  at  night,  be  look  a  vomit,  with  effect; 
but  instead  of  being  relieved,  he  became  gradually  worse,  and  soon  presented 
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all  tbe  BymptoisB  of  ileva,  wiihoat  any  of  thoM  of  inflammation.    Deipiic 
of  the  usual  reracdiea,  h«  died  22d  Julr- 

Autopsy. — There  was  no  Irace  of  iQflamniatioD,  oot  of  effusioo  into  abdo- 
men. TSa  pancreas,  however,  bad  lost  ila  natural  appearance,  and  exbi- 
biied  a  soft  succuteai  fleshy  aspecl,  without  any  scirrhoua  or  luberculons 
deposition ',  it  was  enormously  nvpetlropliied,  being  almost  as  large  aa  ihe 
head  of  a  fcelus  of  foar  months  old,  and  had  so  eomplelely  inclosed  almost 
three  inches  of  the  daodenum,  that  this  had  become  so  narrowed  as  hardly 
to  admit  a  ^roose  quill.  Between  this  alrioture  and  the  pylorus,  the  duode- 
num was  expanded  into  a  sort  of  second  stomach,  where,  no  donbt,  the  eon- 
lenis  of  the  stomach  remained,  until  so  diluted  as  to  pass  the  atriclure;  hence 
the  patient's  insatiable  drinking  piopeasiiy. 

Cote  of  Complete  Obliteration  of  the  Aorta,  By  Dr.  Roemer,  Profutor 
of  Anatomy  at  Vienna.' — An  officer,  high  in  rank  in  the  Aostrian  army, 
who  had  served  during  the  war  from  1770  to  1815,  and  had  always  enjoyed 
good  healih  till  his  45th  year,  went  at  that  time  lo  reside  at  Mayence.  He 
then  suffered  frequently  from  dyspncea  and  gasiralgia,  but  did  not  apply  for 
medical  adrice  until  he  had  had  several  attacks  of  threatened  suflocalioa, 
and  his  stomach  bad  refused  to  receive  every  kind  of  food.  During  a  year 
he  was  treated  bom<Eopaihically,  without  benefit  Severe  palpitations  then 
came  on,  accompanied  by  (Edema  of  tbe  extremities.  Tbe  continued  use  of 
bismuth  and  digitalis  made  the  dyspnaa  and  romilinz  almost  ealirely  dis- 
appear, hut  the  pulse  continued  rapid,  vibrating,  and  taii.  As  his  decease 
approached,  he  was  seized  with  hoarseness  and  a  small  dry  cou^h;  and  at 
last  he  expired  suddenly  in  bis  fiftieth  year,  while  playing  at  whist. 

Post-mortem  examination.— The  contents  of  the  cranium  were  healthy, 
with  the  eicepiioa  of  a  softened  and  eisaoguiae  state  of  tbe  brain,  and  os- 
sification of  tne  basilar  artery.  Four  ounces  of  serum  were  found  at  the 
base  of  the  skull.  Tbe  heart  was  considerably  hypertropbied ;  the  ralrea 
were  healthy.  The  aorta,  as  far  as  the  origin  or  tbe  arteria  innominata,  was 
much  dilated,  which  latter  was  almost  twice  its  normal  size.  Tbe  aubcla- 
Tiaos  and  the  left  carotid  artery  did  not  appear  unnaturally  large.  Tbe 
coronary  arteries  were  ossified  to  the  extent  of  about  three  inches-  From 
the  origin  of  tbe  arteria  innominata,  to  ibe  point  where  tbe  ductus  arteiiosas 
enters,  the  aorta  became  gradually  smaller,  and  at  this  latter  spot  the  diame- 
ter did  not  exceed  half  an  inch;  it  was  there  found  obliterated  to  the  same 
extent;  its  thoracic  and  abdominal  portion  was  hardly  as  large  as  that  of  a 
child  ten  or  twelve  years  old;  the  walls  of  these  vessels  were  evideoily 
thickened.  The  intercostal  arteries,  which  arose  below  tbe  obliteration, 
bad  nearly  the  diameter  of  a  quarter  of  an  inch,  and  communicated  freely 
between  ine  third  and  fourth  dbs,  with  the  mammary  and  thoracic  arteries. 
It  was  by  means  of  these  anastomoses  that  the  collateral  circulation  was 
established;  tbe  pulmonarv  arteries  were  greatly  dilated;  tbe  lef^  laryngeal 
recurrent  nerve  was  greatly  stretched,  and  the  turn  which  it  makes  round 
the  aorta  corresponded  to  the  obliterated  point  of  that  vessel.  Biliaiy  cal- 
culi were  found  in  the  gall-bladder.  The  lungs  and  other  organs  were 
healthy. 

A  case  of  Poitoning  viilh  Laudanum.  By  Catper  Morri*,  M.  D.,  of 
Pkiladelpnia.' — Mrs.  A.  intending  to  administer  a  dose  of  oil  lo  her  infant, 
four  months  old,  to  prevent  griping,  attempted  to  add  to  it  two  drops  of 
laudanum.  It  escaped  more  rapidly  than  she  wished  from  the  vial,  but  sup- 
posing from  the  appearance,  there  might  be  about  three  drops,  she  gave  it 

>  Arch.  Gdn.  de  MAdecine,  Drc.  1841 ,  and  Load,  and  EdJnb.  Monthlv  Joarnil  of  Med. 
Science.  April,  1842,  p.  391. 

■  Quarterly  Sammirj  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Callege  of  PhjueUnt  of  Pbiladsl- 
pbia.    Fabrusry,  March  and  April,  1843. 
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u  a  reotare.  Tbe  child  umh  fell  uleep,  and  though  it  Bp|)eare<l  nerrous 
and  iwiicbed  frequeDtl^,  Bb«  fell  no  oDeasinets  till  it  waa  seized  wilh  coD- 
vuUioDB,  about  ibiee  hours  after  ihe  dose  bad  been  laken.  I  was  then  sent 
for,  and  found  il  with  geoeral  coavalsiona,  stertotoua  brealhio^,  hot  skill, 
pupils  eoDlracted  to  mere  poiais — tbe  stupor  was  so  deep  Ihat  il  could  not 
Oe  aroused  bf  anjr  efforts  1  could  make.  1  at  once  ndminisiered  a  dose  of 
Bulpbate  of  zJDC,  which  1  had  carried  wilh  me,  and  enema  ofstiong  salt  and 
water  hourly,  a  part  of  which  was  retained  without  eiciitng  Ihe  least 
seasation.  On  exsmioing  the  laudanum  bottle,  I  found  there  were  about 
twenty  drops  remaining  at  the  botiom  of  an  ounce  fia),  the  sides  of  which 
were  coated  with  a  deposit  of  opium  ;  Ihe  little  fluid  at  the  botiom  being 
Tery  lurbed,  and  coniaining  manf  fragments  of  opium  of  considerable  size. 
I  at  once  come  to  Ihe  conclusion  that  we  had  no  means  of  estimating  the 
amount  of  opium  laken.  In  the  first  place,  the  nncerlainty  as  ro  the  number 
of  drops,  was  very  great ;  any  one  who  has  dropped  laudanum  into  castor 
oil,  may  have  observed  bow  very  deceptive  is  the  appearance  it  presents. 
Id  ad  diijon  to  Ibis  cause  of  uncertainty,  the  lurbed  flaid  was  of  much  greater 
slrengib  than  the  clear  tillered  liDcinte;  but  above  all,  ihe  probability  that  a 
portion  of  solid  opium  had  escaped  with  the  fluid  was  so  great  as  lo  amount 
almost  to  certainty.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  stomach  being 
little  likely  to  respond  to  the  impression  of  remedies,  I  inirodnccd  a  la^e 
ealheter  into  il,  and  injected  a  quantiiyof  warm  waier.  This  was  promptly 
returned  through  the  lube,  (and  1  may  remark  in  passing,  that  I  have  before 
witnessed  tbe  same  result,)  so  freely  and  promptly,  that  there  was  no  oc- 
casion for  any  effort  to  draw  it  off  by  tbe  syringe.  The  water  was  returned 
perfectiv  pure  ;  there  was,  however,  no  mitigation  of  the  symptoms.  In  ibe 
meaawnile  mustard  cataplasms  had  been  applied  to  ibe  extremities,  and 
iced  water  repeatedly  dashed  upon  the  bead,  nui  neither  was  sufficient  to 
arouse  the  child.  On  tbe  contrary,  the  respiraiion  became  more  slow — tbe 
akin  cold,  end  Ihe  consciousness  diminished.  1  had  the  child  placed  in  a 
warm  mustard  baih,  which  ezciied  one  cry,  the  first  and  only  token  of  sen- 
sation manifested  for  many  hours.  Dr.  Hodge,  who  bad  been  summoned  lo 
my  aid,  arrived  at  this  juncture.  Tbe  coldness  of  ihe  surface  and  tokens  of 
prostration  becoming  urgent,  we  agreed  to  administer  brandy  and  water.  In 
the  effort  to  swallow  the  first  lea-spoonful,  convulsions  set  in,  whether 
caused  or  not  by  some  drops  insinuating  themselves  into  the  larynx,  it  would 
be  difficult  to  say.— Convulsion  after  convulsion  ensued,  destroying  the 
power  of  deglutition  entirely.  Fearing,  lest  in  ihe  pastisge  of  the  lube  inio 
the  stomach  for  tbe  purpose  of  stimulating  tbe  child  by  a  conilaued  use  of 
the  brandjr,  Ibe  spasm  might  be  aggravated^  we  threw  a  table- spoonful  of 
brandy  mixed  wilh  a  cupful  of  warm  water  into  the  rectum.  The  surface 
still  continued  cold  ;  there  was  not  even  heat  of  the  head  ;  the  breathing 
was  much  inierropted— the  face  livid.  A  warm  mustard  bath  was  again 
resorted  to,  but  without  any  effect ;  the  child  was  indeed  taken  from  it,  aa 
we  thought,  moribund.  The  spasm  increasing  in  violence,  Ihe  action  of  tbe 
heart  alone  indicated  the  retention  of  life.  ^Vbile  Dr.  Hodge  was  employ- 
ing friction  to  tbe  body,  I  thrust  my  finger  into  tbe  mouth,  and  foand  the 
jaw  rigid  and  ihe  tongue  thrust  forcibly  backward  and  upward  against 
the  palate.  It  occurred  to  me  at  the  moment  that  even  if  an  effort  at 
respiration  should  be  made,  all  access  of  air  to  ihe  lungs  waa  effeetnally  pre- 
vented by  this  condition  of  the  mouth ;  piecing,  iberefote,  two  fingers  upon 
Ihe  tongue  and  the  thumb  between  the  jaws,  I  held  it  foreiby  open,  at 
the  same  time  lequeslins  Dr.  Hodge  lo  compress  forcibly  the  chesi  and 
belly  so  as  lo  empty  the  lungs :  this  was  repeated  frequently,  tbe  elasticity 
of  the  cartilages,  and  the  descent  of  the  diaphragm  causing  air  to  be  drawn 
into  the  lunga.  This  was  repeated  for  ai  least  three  minutes,  action  of  the 
heart  only  giving  indication  of  the  presence  of  vital  power.  At  length  a 
long  aigh  waa  drawn  and  natural  respiration  reestablished.  Still  Ihe  sur- 
face remained  cold,  end  there  was  no  manifeaialion  of  a  diminntioD  of  tbe 
influeDce  of  the  opium,  although  between  six  and  seven  houra  bad  elapsed 
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since  iu  admiaiatmion.  A  large  Biaapism  wa«  applied  to  the  anterior  part 
of  the  body,  which  speedily  induced  redoess,  but  without  exciting  the  aen- 
•ibility  of  the  paiieni.  It  was  then  removed  to  ihe  back  wiibout  any  more 
favourable  result.  Cold  air  was  blown  upon  tbe  face  repeatedly  with  eqtial 
want  of  success.  The  mustard  failing  to  eicile  permaneDt  warmth,  at  the 
suggestion  of  Dr.  Hodge,  linen  cloths  were  beated  at  the  fire  and  applied  so 
hot,  tbat  it  was  wild  difficulty  tbey  could  be  retained  in  the  hands ;  by  this 
means  an  artificial  beat  was  communicated  to  the  skin  and  theconseation  of 
the  great  vessels  relieved,  the  body  soon  becoming  red  as  though  covered 
witb  a  vivid  eruption.  Before  ibis  was  6nally  eSecled,  convulsions  again 
occurred,  producing  (he  same  suspension  of  the  respiration,  and  coldness 
and  lividity  of  tbe  surface,  and  ibis  time  there  was  no  perceplible  action  of 
the  heart.  We  all  thought  the  child  dead.  Tbe  same  process  was  again 
resorted  to  for  the  purpose  of  inflaling  the  lungs,  with  tbe  addition  of  blow- 
ing ioio  the  throat  wbilst  held  open.  So  saiiaGed  was  I  that  tbe  case  wa* 
past  recovery  Ibat  1  should  have  abandoned  it  as  hopeless,  but  tbe  active  and 
untiring  zeal  of  Dr.  Hodge  was  not  so  easily  subdued,  and  we  persevered 
again,  and  were  both  astonished  aod  deligbied  to  witness  the  re-eslablisb- 
uent  o(  natural  respiration.  For  several  hours  we  persevered  in  the  appli- 
cation of  tbe  hot  linen  cloths— ceilainly  the  most  effectual  way  of  imparling 
beat  to  the  body — and  at  tea  o'clock  at  night,  just  eleven  hours  alter  ibe 
dose  had  been  giveo,  we  left  the  child  crying  heartily  for  drink,  and  bv  the 
next  morning  it  had  entirely  recovered  from  all  the  consequences  of  the 
dose. 

Or.  Condie  suggested  whether  the  case  related  by  Dr.  Morris,  was  Dot 
one  in  which  the  establishment  of  artificial  respiration,  as  practised  by  Mr. 
Charles  S.  Smith,  in  an  instance  recorded  in  lae  twentieth  volume  of  tbe 
London  Medico-Chiiuigical  Transactions,  would  have  contributed  to  a 
more  prompt  restoration  of  the  vital  functions,  or  at  least  have  been  an  ad- 
ditional means  of  securing  Ihe  final  recovery  of  the  patient.  Dr.  0.  believed 
that  in  very  many  cases  of  poisoning  by  opium  and  other  narcotics,  the  em- 
ployment of  artificial  respiration  would  most  eSectually  contribute  to  tbe 
success  of  tbe  other  means  resorted  to,  if  not  in  itself  sunicient  to  prevent  a 
fatal  result.  He  should  not,  himself,  hesitate,  where  the  artificial  inOation 
of  the  lungs  could  not  otherwise  be  effected,  to  make  ao  opening  into  the 
trachea  for  the  introduction  ofa  tube. 

Dr.  Farrisb  remaiked  that  the  present  case  was  a  peculiarly  interesting 
one,  in  consequence  of  the  complete  restoration  of  the  powers  of  life,  after 
the  entire  cessation  of  the  action  of  the  heart  and  lungs.  The  length  of 
time  during  which  tbe  vital  functions  may  be  suspended,  with  the  possibility 
of  their  subsequent  lesloration,  has  been  the  subject  of  considerable  dis- 
cussion. In  tbe  case  just  related,  the  cessation  of  ibe  entire  fuoctiona 
of  respiration  and  circulation  continued,  as  it  appears,  but  for  a  few  minutes, 
and  Dr.  P.  believed,  that  there  was  no  well  authenticated  instance  of  resas- 
cilation  in  cases  of  asphyxia  fiom  submersion,  where  the  suspension  of 
respiration  has  continued  longer  than  three  or  fourminuies. — Instances  have 
been  related,  it  is  true,  in  which  resuscitation  is  said  to  have  taken  place 
after  a  body  has  been  fifteen  to  twenty  minutes  under  water,  but  it  is  evident, 
that,  in  these  instances,  there  is  a  positive  mis-statement  as  to  the  lime  tbe 
body  has  remained  io  the  water-  It  may  be  very  confidently  asserted,  that 
after  tbe  lungs  have  ceased  acting  for  five  minutes,  every  effort  lo  again 
rouse  ihera  into  action  will  be  in  vain.  This  is  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Edwards, 
whose  recent  experiments  and  observations  constitute  the  highest  authority 
on  this  subject. 

Dr.  Pepper  observed  that  a  careless  observer  might  too  readily  be  lead 
into  error,  as  to  the  period  during  which  the  lungs  and  heart  have  ceased  to 
act,  in  cases  of  poiaoning  with  opium,  in  consequence  of  the  extreme  alow- 
ness  and  feebleness  with  which  their  functions  are  often  performed  for  some 
lime  before  they  cease  entirely. 
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A.T.I.— NEW  MODE  OF  TREATING  HYDROCELE. 

By  J.  Pancout,  Prof,  of  Anatomy,  Jefferson  Medical  Collc^,  Pbilada. 

My  dear  Doctor, — I  send,  at  jour  request,  tbe  following  notice  of  a  new 
mode  for  the  cure  of  hydrocele  in  childreo:— 

Hydrocele  in  chitdren,  even  where  the  openiDg  has  been  closed,  that  led 
from  the  tunica  vagiaaiiB  lo  the  cav^y  of  the  abdomen,  is  a  disease  of  frequent 
occarrencc.  In  early  infancy  strong  diecutient  lotions  vill  usually  suffice  for 
Ha  cure.  Bnt  after  tbe  second  year,  some  more  efficient  meana  are  required 
to  produce  this  result.  Mere  evacuation  of  the  serum  with  a  common  lancet 
or  trochar,  or  a  Dumber  of  punctures  made  into  the  eac  with  a  large  needle,  so 
that  the  fluid  may  escape  into  the  cellular  tissue  of  the  scrotum,  and  be  subse- 
quently removed  by  tbe  absorbents,  are  the  modes  of  cure  commonly  relied  on. 


But  I  have  found  them  so  uncertain  in  their  result,  success  in  many  cases  beir^ 
attained  only  by  a  repetition  of  the  process,  that  I  have  latterly  adopted  the  fbU 
lowing  plan  of  treatment,  which  in  three  cases  that  1  have  tried  it  in  has  proved 
perfectly  successful. 

I  puncture  the  sn-elling,  in  front  and  below  its  middle,  with  a  common  thumb 
lancet.  When  tbe  serum  is  discharged  a  little  pressure  causes  the  serous  or  va. 
ginal  tunic  to  protrude  in  the  form  of  a  small  cyst.     This  I  lay  bold  of  with  a 

Eair  of  forceps,  and  draw  it  out,  as  fsr  as  it  will  admit.  I  then  dJTide  the  lower 
alfof  the  cyst  next  the  skin  with  a  pair  orscissors,  and  traction  again  being  made 
upon  the  pedicle,  still  more  of  the  tunic  mry  be  drawn  out  trom  the  upper  por- 
tion of  the  scrotum,  which  is  nipped  partly  off  and  treated  in  like  manner  as  be- 
fore. I  repeat  this  process,  while  any  portion  of  the  vaginal  tunic  can  be  made 
to  roadily  protrode  at  the  opening,  so  as  to  be  laid  hold  of  with  tbe  forceps.  I 
then  surround  the  side  of  the  scrotum  and  the  testicle  involved  with  stripe  of 
adhesive  plaster,  after  the  maimer  of  Fricke  of  Hamburg  for  the  cure  of  hernia 
humoralis.    By  this  means,  the  cellular  tissue  of  the  scrotum  (the  tunica  vayi- 


ing  been  removed,  to  s  considerable  extent,  with  the  fbrceps  and 

gbt  directly  into  contact  with,  and  ultimately  becomes  adherant 

o  that  portion  of  the  vaginal  tunic  which  is  closely  attached  to  tbe  fibrous  coat 


of  the  testicle. 

The  child  is  allowed  to  run  about  as  usual,  and  in  a  few  days  is  perfectly  well. 
Excepting  as  regards  the  puncture  of  the  skin,  the  operation  is  entirely  devoid 


of  pain. 
This  p 


s  plan  of  euro  will,  I  think,  be  generally  found  applicable  in  childroo.  It 
IS  certainly  more  speedy  and  certain  in  its  results  than  any  measuro  short  of 
iniection  of  the  sac,  wluch  is  not  usually  practised  in  children. 
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It  would  also,  I  think,  be  found  aucceieful  ia  the  recent  hydrocele  of  mdoltc, 
before  the  tonica  Taginilia  reflexa.  h&a  become  so  cori&ceous,  or  been  eo  thickened 
by  diaeue,  as  to  prevent  its  being  drawn  out  in  the  formof  acjat  through  a  nar- 
IQW  opening.  In  one  inst&Dce,  where  the  puncture  or  pallialire  process  bad  beea 
several  times  tried  without  success,  and  in  which  I  feared  1  might  find  a.  thick- 
eoed  membrane,  1  made  the  puncture  through  the  akin  witb  a  carved  bigtoury, 
and  pushing  it  on  to  the  top  of  the  sec,  divided  with  the  point  of  the  inatnunent 
as  1  withdrew  it  the  anterior  wall  of  the  tunic,  laying  open  the  subeutaneoos 
cellular  tissue  of  the  scrotum,  but  not  cutting  the  skin.  Subsequeutly,  no  diffi- 
culty was  encountered  in  drawing  out  the  tanic  and  removing  it  with  the 
acisBors.  Very  sincerely,  youis,  &&. 

April  20,  1642.  J.  Vxxcoun. 

Since  writing  the  above,  T  have  operated  u|H>n  another  case  in  the  same  man- 
ner, in  which  llie  passage  lending  to  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen'had  remained 
open.  The  cure  in  this  instance  has  been  stow  and  gradual,  occupying  nbost 
a  month,  and  wilhout  the  aid  of  a  truaa.  The  fluid  re-accumulated  in  the  tu- 
mor during  the  first  week,  but  it  was  gradually  absorbed,  adhesion  be^nnieg 
below  ana  proceeding  upwards,  till  a  radical  cure  was  established.  J.  P. 

June  8, 1842. 


Reported  by  E.  J.  Bbb,  M.  D.,  and  John  Staioe  Davis,  H.  D. 

Bealdeui  Fbymieluu  lo  Lfae  Thlladelpbli  HnpUil. 

[The  following  case  is  an  example  of  a  large  class,  in  which  dropsy  is  dqten- 
~  dent  upon  disease  of  the  heert,  and  in  which  during  life  the  physical  sigiw  indi- 
cate the  main  pathological  lesions. — Ed.] 

Thomas  M'Grath,  aged  44,  a  labourer. — The  patient  soys  that  he  has  enjoyed 
good  health  until  about  thirteen  years  aince,  when  he  had  an  attack  of  articular 
rheumatiam  while  working  in  Washington,  D.  C.  Whilst  labouring  under 
tbia  attack,  he  was  seized  with  dysputea  and  acute  pain  in  the  region  of  the 
heart.  The  latter,  as  well  as  the  rheumilic  pains,  gradually  yielded  to  appro- 
priate treatment,  but  eli^t  dyspncea  contiaued.  Four  or  five  years  subse* 
Sueatly,  he  had  another  attack  of  rheumatism,  affecting  his  knees  and  abont- 
ors,  from  which  he  recovered. 
In  October  1841,  he  entered  the  hoapital,  in  conaequence  of  the  pains  re- 
curring iu  his  knees  and  thighs.  He  remained  ia  the  ward  four  weeks,  and  was 
discharged  much  relieved.  He  re-entered  the  house  oo  the  10th  of  December 
following.  He  states  that  several  weeks  previously,  while  at  work,  and  appa- 
rently well,  he  wsa  aeizcd  with  vertigo,  which  continued  for  three  weeks.  At 
the  end  of  this  time,  the  dyspnma,  to  which  he  had  been  more  nr  less  subject 
since  hie  first  attack  of  rheumatism,  increased.  At  the  period  of  his  entrance, 
he  presented  the  following  symptoms — dyspnoea  and  palpitation,  aggravated  by 
BEcending  ataira  or  by  any  violent  muscular  exertion;  decubitus  on  the  right 
side  and  elevated;  some  dlatation  of  the  nostrils;  cough,  with  a  reddish  ^iiy 
expectoration,  somewhat  resembling  pneumonic  sputa.  The  face  and  lips  art 
of  a  bluish  tint;  the  respiration  is  3(i  in  ihe  minute,  and  laboured.  Appetite 
indifierent,  bowels  regular;  pulse  104,  corded,  and  moderately  resisting.  The 
leA  side  is  slightly  dilated  over  the  precordial  region;  Ihe  veins  of  the  neck  aie 
diatended.  There  is  imperfect  pulsation  of  the  carotids,  and  general  fulness  of 
the  capillaries.    On  the  l(*tl  side  anteriorly,  percusaion  ia  clear,  except  in  the 

ErRcordial  region,  where  it  is  flat;  on  the  right  side,  it  is  clear  in  the  upper  half, 
Dt  dull  briow.  Respiration  on  the  lefl  side  ts  vesicular;  on  the  right  aide,  also, 
vesicular  in  the  upper  half  of  the  lung,  inferiorly  bronchial,  with  crepitant 
rtionchus.  Theimpuleeof  the  heart  is  exaggerated;  both  sounds  are  diminished, 
the  first,  however,  being  less  diatincC  than  the  second;  at  the  apex  there  is  a 
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napiDg  Bound,  syjichronouB  with  the  s;  stole  of  the  heart.  Poateriorlv,  percottioD 
is  clear  on  the  leil  aide  throughout;  on  the  right  side,  dull  id  the  inferior  one-third; 
elsewhere  it  is  resonant.  The  treatment  conslBted  in  veaeeectioa  (^xij);  and  in 
Bm&ll  doBCB  of  calomel  and  ipecac.  (gr.BS  of  the  former,  and  gr.  two-thirda  of 
the  latter  e»ery  hour,  till  the  BjHtem  was  aSected.)  He  wm  diachargcd  January 
28th,  cured,  and  again  entered  the  wards  on  May  4lb,  presenting  the  fallowing 
ayniptODis:  Bome  anxiety,  but  no  marked  discoloration  of  the  countenance; 
respiration,  abdomino-coeial,  regular,  30  while  sitting;  the  puUe  large  and  firm, 
requiring  strong  pressure  to  obliterate  it;  90  in  the  sitting  posture.  The  legs 
are  much  inGltrated  with  serum  as  high  as  the  hneea;  alight  cedema  of  the 
thighs  and  abdominal  parietes.  There  is  BJight  pulsation  oerceptible  in  the 
veioB  of  the  neck,  whicli  are  empty  during  inspiration  and  filled  in  expiration. 
The  chest  is  more  expansible  on  the  right  side  anteriorly  than  oa  the  led;  the 
tatter  is  also  less  aeveloped,  except  in  the  precordial  region.  The  lefl 
clavicle  is  unduly  prominent,  owing  to  an  old  fracture. 

PerooMion.— The  right  aide  is  obscurely  resonant  in  ita  upper  third,  Bnd 
almost  flat  below,  the  liver  eztendins  aa  high  as  the  fourth  rib;  the  left  side  is 
preternatu rally  resonant,  except  in  ine  prscordia.  Respiration  on  the  ripht 
side  bronchial  beneath  the  clavicle,  the  inspiration  being  feeble,  the  expiratjon 
strong  and  blowing;  elsewhere  it  is  rude,  and  a  subcrcpitant  rhonchua  ia  occa- 
aioDBlly  heard.  The  resonance  of  the  voice  is  slightly  increased;  on  the  left 
ude,  the  respiration  is  strongly  bronchial  beneath  the  clavicle;  and  is  heard  feebly 
over  the  greater  part  of  the  prEccordial  space;  elsewhere  it  is  rude. 

Heart. — There  is  dulaess  on  percussion  beneath  the  right  clavicle  from 
within  an  inch  of  its  left  extremity,  laterally  to  the  left  four  inches;  aod  on  the 
line  of  the  nipple  there  is  dulness,  from  the  junction  of  the  fourth  right  rib  with 
its  cartilage  to  the  left,  in  an  extent  of  ten  inches.  The  impulse  of  the  heart  ia 
forcible  at  a  point  two  inches  below,  and  one  to  the  left  of  the  lefl  nipple, 
where  both  sounds  are  heard.  The  first  is  ion^,  protracted,  and  dull;  the 
aecond  is  ahort  and  unaccompanied  by  any  murmur;  both  sounds  are  heard  be> 
tween  the  third  and  fourth  ribs  along  the  middleof  the  Elernum,  the  second  being 
very  clear  and  bell.like.  Perfect  flalnesa  extends  (by  pcrcuasion)  from  the  upper 
margin  of  the  fourth  rib,  downwards,  the  length  of  the  sternum,  and  from  the 
middle  of  the  sternum  to  within  half  an  inch  of  the  left  nipple. 

Posteriorly. — The  left  aide  is  more  developed  than  the  right;  percussion  is 
obscure  on  the  right  side,  more  resonant  on  tne  lefl.  Respiration  at  the  Bum- 
init  of  the  right  lung  is  bronchial,  with  crepitant  rhonchua  during  inspiration; 
elsewhere  it  is  rude.  On  the  left  side  respiration  is  rudely  vesicular  at  the 
summit  of  the  lungs;  tubal  at  ita  roots,  and  strongly  vesicular  below.  The  liver 
extends,  as  before  remarked,  from  the  fourth  to  the  last  false  riba.  The  tongue 
is  moiat;  there  is  no  pain  in  the  lumbar  region;  the  urine  is  paaaed  without 
pain  or  difficulty,  ia  copioua,  of  a  pate  straw  colour,  yielding  an  abundant  preci- 
pitate when  heat  is  applied,  or  on  the  addition  of  nitric  acid;  this  precipitate  is 
of  a  reddish  hrown  colour,  and,  after  Btanding  a  few  hours,  separates  into  *l 
pearl  white  matter,  which  subsides,  and  into  a  pink  coloured  flocculent  portion, 
which  remains  suapcnded. 

His  treatment  consisted  in  the  administration  of  tincture  of  digitalia,  ten 
drops  three  times  a  day;  of  purges  of  acctuleof  potassa,  or  of  jalap  aud  cream  of 
tartar  alternately,  every  other  day:  the  infusion  of  chimaphila  waa  directed  as 
bis  drink:  he  took  calomel,  sauilla,  and  digitalis  until  the  constitutional  effect 
of  the  mercury  was  produced;  and  occasionally,  as  circumstances  required, 
venesection,  topical  oepletion  i^to  the  pmcordiaj  and  counter-irritants  were 
resorted  to.    He  was  diecbargea  in  July. 

The  remainder  of  the  report  is  by  Dr.  Davis. 

Ahout  the  middle  of  November  he  returned  for  the  last  lime;  he  had  re- 
mained in  the  house  since  his  discharge,  and,  for  three  or  four  weeks  previouf 
to  his  entrance  into  the  wards,  had  been  compelled  to  work  at  the  pumps:  the 
violent  exertion  induced  the  return  io  an  aggravated  form  of  his  heart  anection. 
At  the  time  of  his  admission,  he  laboured  under  great  ayspnma  and  palpitation 
on  the  aligbteit  movement;  the  action  of  hia  heart  waa  very  violent  sod  heavin^^ 
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Bound.  He  was  ronered  by  free  uid  repeated  local  depletion,  and  b*  the  in- 
teraal  adininratration  of  snail  dosea  of  tartar  emetic  frequently  repeated;  hetbo 
took  tbe  tincture  of  digitalis  in  the  dose  of  ten  drops  three  time*  a  da;:  subce- 
quently  (towards  the  doES  of  the  month)  a  blister  wu  applied  to  the  precordia; 
and  counter-irritation  kept  up  b;  tartar  emetic  ointmenti  by  these  means,  the 
action  of  bis  heart  was  much  modified,  and  his  conditioa  rendered  one  of  com- 
parative comfort.  Earlf  in  December,  his  feet  and  ankles  became  iBdenutons, 
but  the  cedema  was  dissipated  bj  the  application  of  a  bandage.  Id  the  latter  part 
of  the  same  month,  he  had  an  attack  of  bronchitia,  which  was  reeorded,  however, 
u  a  symptom  of  the  hydropic  condition,  from  which  he  suSereamore  or  less  till 
within  a  few  weeks  of  his  death.  Tn  relieve  it  he  took  from  time  to  time 
various  expectorants  with  some  benefit.  From  this  time  (toward  tbe  cloae  of 
December),  the  first  sound  of  the  heart  was  generally  absent,  occasioDally  re- 
turning for  a  lime,  tuit  even  then  being  barely  perceptiblej  the  bellows. mannnr 
in  the  second  sound  continued. 

From  the  middle  of  February  we  may  date  the  commencement  of  his  final 
decline,  and  the  occurrence  of  marked  symptoms  of  obstructed  circulation;  tbe 
mdema  of  hia  inferior  extremities  reappeared,  and,  notwithstanding  tbe  employ, 
ment  of  active  bydrogogue  cathartics,  (consisting  principally  of  jalap  and 
bitartrate  of  potassa),  slowly  but  steadily  increased;  toward  the  close  of  the 
roontb,  ffuctuntion  was  perceived  for  the  first  time  in  the  abdomen.  Hecoorse 
was  then  had  to  diuretics;  he  took  small  doses  of  calomel  and  squill,  till  alight 
ntyalism  was  produced,  and  drank  freely  a  solution  of  bitartrate  of  potassa  ia 
juniper  tea:  these,  although  they  augmented  considerably  the  secretfon  of  nrioe^ 
did  not  retard  the  progressive  accumulation  of  fluid,  both  in  the  oenulor  tisne 
and  peritoneal  cavity.  During  the  months  of  March  and  April,  these  symptoma 
gradually  increased;  his  respiration  becoming  more  and  more  impedea,  and  his 
decubitus  more  elevated;  the  difficulty  of  respiration  amounted  to  ortbopnoea  in 
tbe  forenoon.  His  urine,  which  had  been  slightly  albuminous  since  his  entrtnce 
the  last  mc 


into  the  ward,  became  highly  so  during  the  last  month  of  his  life.  A  few  dayv 
before  his  death  his  infenor  e:(tremities  were  enormously  distended,  and  erysi- 
pelas commenced  on  the  inner  surface  of  his  thighs. 

He  died  on  the  19th  of  April. 

Necroicopy  38  hours  after  death.  Thorax— Considerable  eSluion  into  tba 
pericardium.  Heart  much  enlarged,  its  length  being  six  inches,  and  its  ciTcum> 
ference  at  its  base  twelve  inches.  Left  ventricle  bypertropbied  and  dilated; 
thickness  of  parietea  at  middle  fourieen  lines,  length  of  cavity  four  inches. 
Hitrol  valve — Portions  of  its  investing  membrane  are  opaque,  but  the  valve 
is  flexible  and  entirely  able  to  perform  its  functions.  Semilunar  valves  of 
the  aotta: — ossiGc  deposit  on  tbe  internal  coats  of  the  aorta  immediately 
above  and  below  the  valves;  cartilaginous  thickening  of  the  adherent  margin  of 
tbe  latter.  In  one  of  the  sinuses  of  Valsalva,  on  the  internal  surface  of  the 
ftttery,  is  a  circular  concave  ossific  plate,  five  tines  in  diameter,  the  concavity 
presenting  internally.  On  one  of  the  valves,  there  are  numerous  osaifie 
spicula,  particularly  along  ita  line  of  attachment;  these,  though  they  impair 
its  flexibility,  do  not  prevent  its  closing.  The  aorta  in  its  ascending  portion 
presents  a  patchy  redness  of  its  lining  membrane,  beneath  which  ore  numenuM 
points  of  steatomatous  deposit.  The  lefl  auricle  is  much  dilated.  Right  ven. 
tricle; — length  of  cavity  three  and  a  half  inches;  thickness  of  parieles  at  middle 
four  lines;  tricuspid  valves  healthy.  Right  auricle  enormously  dilated,  of  mf* 
ficjent  capacity  to  contain  an  orange.     Pulmonary  valves  heiJthy. 

Abdomen. — Immense  eSitsion  into  the  cavity  of  the  peritoneum  of  a  dark  red 
colour.  liver  enlarged:  right  lobe  much  soflened;  when  shaken  undulates  like 
jelly;  in  feel  and  texture  resembles  the  spleen:  lefl  lobe  similarly  afiected,  but  ia 
a  less  degree.  Kidneys  soflened,  with  granular  deposition  in  their  cortical 
portion.  On  the  external  surface  of  the  right  ventricle  there  ia  anopaci^of  ita 
invmting  membrane  to  ui  extent  ofabont  two  aquara  inche*. 
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Lun^*.— Right  langr  united  lotbeparietea  of  the  cheat  byeztenaire  and  cIoRe 
adh^ions;  texiure  of  the  lung  healthy.  Left  lung  alM>  adherent  to  the  pleura 
coatalii;  emphyBematona  id  its  upper  middle  lobe,  elsewhere  normal. 


A«T-  HI— ON  THE  ORIGIN  AND  DEVELOPMENT  OP  THE  DIS- 
EASED CONDITION  OF  THE  INTESTINAL  GI^NDS,  WHICH 
OCCURS  DURING  THE  COURSE  OF  CERTAIN  FORMS  OF  CON- 
TINUED  FEVER. 

Bt  John  Goodsir,  Esq.,  Member  of  the  Mod.-Chir  Soc.  of  Edinb.  &c. 

[Rcid  iKfuie  Ujs  .Ved.-Cliir.  Soc.,  Fcbruu)'  UVL') 

Without  entering  upon  the  queation,  as  to  whether  the  subject  of  the  present 
paper  conatitutes  a  dietinct  apecieE  of  disease,  or  be  merely  a  form  of  the  ordi- 
nu7  coDlinued  fever, — a  queation  nhich  I  am  quite  ssLisfied  will  never  be 
answered,  ao  long  as  each  patholog-ist  conlinea  the  inquiry  to  the  fever  of  hia 
own  district,  without  connecting  with  it  the  conaideration  of  thoae  forma  of 
fever  which  occur  in  every  aepamle  district  of  a  country  or  continent, — [  ahall 
proceed  at  once  to  deacribe  a  lesion  which  i  obecrved  Bome  time  ago  in  a  dis- 
eaee  which  I  Was  led  to  couatder  as  lyphoua  or  continued  fever. 

On  opening  Ibe  abdomen  of  iudividuala  who  had  died  of  tliia  fever,  we  could 
always  recognise  the  diseased  condition  of  the  internal  aurface  of  the  gut,  by 
the  elongated  bluiah  purple  apota  on  its  peritoneal  surface,  corresponding  to 
the  glands  of  Pcjcr  on  the  internal  surface;  and  this  we  could  do,  even  iu  those 
cteea  in  which,  from  other  circumstaaces,  the  vascularity  of  the  parts  had  dis- 
appeared after  death, 

Od  Uying  the  gut  open,  the  patches  of  Peyer's  glands  exhibited,  according  to 
the  atanding  of  the  caee,  Ihe  various  appearances  which  1  abalt  now  describe. 

But  before  proceeding  to  detail  the  phases  through  which  the  patches  pass, 
from  Ihe  first  appearance  of  the  disease  till  the  eBlabliehment  of  Ihe  typhous 
ulcer,  or  of  perforation,  I  may  remark,  in  regard  to  the  condition  of  tho 
mucous  membrane  in  the  neighbourhooil  of  the  patches,  that  it  did  not  in  every 
caee  exhibit  unequivocal  traces  of  inllammetM'y  action.  It  might  be  highly 
congested,  or  it  might  be  perfectly  bloodless  in  cases  of  well  developed  disease 
of  these  patches.  1  cannot  say  that  I  have  oflen  observed  the  mucous  mem- 
brane pulpy  or  soflened.  The  villi  and  follicles  of  Leiberkuhn  have  always  ap- 
peared to  me  to  be  healthy.  The  vascularity,  when  it  did  occur,  was  met  with 
principally  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  glandular  patchee,  and  reeembW  in  all 
reapecta  that  described  and  figured  by  Dr.  Bright  in  his  report  on  Ihe  form  of 
fever  lesion  now  before  ua. 

The  comjnencement  of  the  disease  is  first  announced  by  the  smaller  patches 
becoming  slightly  elevated,  so  as  to  be  hemispherical  or  conical,  and  by  the 
more  extended  groups  assuming  a  Isble-like  appearance,  wilh  perpendicular 
edges,  as  if  a  flat  plate  had  been  placed  on  Ihe  mucous  surfacf.  The  colour 
varies  acconlitig  lo  the  case,  from  briglil  carmine  red,  to  dark  purple  or  black, 
continuoue,  or  in  patches.  In  tho  more  vascular  specimens,  the  colour  is  a 
yellowish  gray,  conlresling  wilh  the  dead  while  or  grayiaU  white  of  the  iiiteB- 
tinal  surface.  More  closely  examined,  the  surfaces  of  the  patches  exhibit,  as 
usual,  the  follicles  of  Lieberkuhn  and  villi,  differing  in  no  respect  from  those  on 
a  healthy  surface,  and  arranged  around  the  vesicles  of  the  patcb.in  the  usual 
manner.  An  examination  of  this  kind  must  be  made  underwater,  and  when 
conducted  in  this  manner,  the  vesicles  of  the  patch  may  be  seen,  by  floating 
•side  the  membrsnous  border  and  circle  of  vilh  which  surround  each  of  them. 
The  vesicles  themselves  may  thus  be  ^een  to  be  much  distended  with  a  yeU 

*  lioodon  and  Edinhorgh  Moutblj  Journal  oTHedieal  Bcienees,  April  JS43,  p.  963. 
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lonish  matter — a  disteotion  which  is  now  perceired  to  be  the  immediate  caoa* 
of  the  elevatioa  of  the  patch. 

In  the  second  iitwe  of  ihe  diaease,  the  palcbea  etill  contioae  to  riae  above 
the  eurroundinj^  aurface,  aed  to  exhibit  the  changea  fonnerly  described,  in  & 
moie  charactenatic  maoner.  Ab  the  elevation  increasea,  a  change  begins  to 
take  place  on  the  elevated  surface.  This  change  may  be  partial,  that  ia  to  Bay, 
it  may  take  place  Booner  on  some  parts  of  the  patch  than  on  othen,  but 
generally  it  extends  over  Ihe  whole  BurfRce,  and  ia  bounded  b;  a  line  situated 
from  a  tenth  to  a  sixteenth  of  an  inch  from  the  edge  of  the  patch.  The  change 
ilselrconaists  in  the  surface  beginning  lo  alter  in  colour,  becoming  dirty  yellow 
or  gray,  and  assumiiig  a  peculiar  uudulailng  or  contorted  surface,  like  a  bit  of 
leather  seared  with  a  hot  iron.  The  villi  have  now  in  a  great  measure  disap- 
peared, but  the  orificee,  or  rather  the  circular  folds,  or  pits,  in  which  are 
BJtuated  the  veaicles,  are  still  visible.  At  laat,  the  confines  of  the  changed  por- 
tion of  the  patch  are  rendered  evident  by  a  groove  apparently  produced  by 
ulceration,  which,  appearing  here  and  there  on  these  confinee,  at  last  ezten& 
all  round,  and  indicates  some  change  abont  to  take  place  in  the  whole  arrange- 
ment of  the  parts. 

In  the  third  stage,  the  eroove  just  described  makes  its  way  into  the  tinawea; 
and  as  it  does  so,  the  healthy  but  elevated  mucotis  membrane  on  its  eitemal 
edge,  gradually  everts  itself,  aa  if  by  the  upward  pressure  of  the  matter  beneath 
it.  While  thia  is  going  on,  the  edges  and  aurface  of  the  altered  portion  become 
oiore  rugsed,  and  their  former  character  somewhat  obacured.  The  altered 
portion  whicii  now  assumes  very  much  the  appearaece  of  a  slough  tinged  with 
intestinal  matters,  becomea  more  and  more  detached  from  the  aurlace  to  which 
it  adheres.  When  the  mass  is  gently  raised  under  water,  it  may  be  observed 
that  its  attached  surface  senda  processes  down  into  the  cellular  membrane  be- 
neath; and  if  these  processes  be  carefully  drawn  out,  they  will  he  found  to  cor- 
respond each  with  one  of  the  original  vesicles  of  the  patch.  WheD  detached 
in  this  manner,  they  leave  on  the  surface  to  which  they  adhered,  dimples,  or 
rather  pits,  which  may  be  recognised  as  b«ng  the  cellulo-vascular  sheaths  of 
the  patch  vesicles. 

Occasionally  the  free  surface  of  the  altered  portion  comes  away  first,  in  tbe 
form  of  flocculeot  laminte,  and  the  deep  proceeaes  continue  lo  be  attached  for 
some  time  in  the  cellulo-vascular  capsules,  like  little  nodulee  or  pellets  of  a 
rounded  or  pyriform  shape. 

The  altered  portion,  even  immediately  before  detachment,  may  still  present 
on  its  surface  traces  of  its  original  structure.  The  orifices  of  the  follicles  in 
which  the  vesicles  are  situated  are  visible  here  and  there  on  the  surface,  and 
the  membrane  retains  sufficient  consistence  to  bind  the  mass  together. 

Fourth  stage.  When  the  etoughy  mass  has  separated,  the  surlkce  of  what 
may  now  be  called  an  ulcer  appears  Succulent;  but,  when  examined  nndar 
water  with  a  couple  of  needles,  a  number  of  fuvee,  the  remains  of  the  celluh)- 
vascular  capsules,  may  be  observed  on  it.  In  some  of  these,  the  Utile  pellets 
of  deposit  may  stiH  remain  attached,  appearing  like  muatard-seeda  scattered 
over  the  eurface.  The  edges  of  these  ulcers  are  thick  and  everted,  and  exhibit 
the  natural  structure  of  the  mucous  membrane.  In  some  ulcers  the  everaiou  of 
tbe  edges  proceeds  so  for  as  to  throw  the  mucous  surface  of  the  edge  comptetelf 
over,  BO  as  to  apply  it  to  the  surrounding  mttcous  membrane. 

Fifth  stage.  The  ulcer  may  now  heal,  or  proceed  to  perforation  of  the  gQt. 
In  the  former  case  granulations,  I  presume,  appear,  and  the  reaction  of  these 
cellular  elements  carries  on  the  contraction  and  cicatrisation  so  well  displayed 
in  some  of  the  preparalionB  on  the  table.  In  the  present  form  of  ulcer,  as  in 
others  effecting  the  mucoua  coat  of  the  bowels,  it  is  some  time  before  vilh  again 
make  their  appearance  on  the  cicatrized  surface;  but  theee  changes  I  have  not 
watched  or  observed.  When  Ihe  ulceration  proceeds  towatda  perforation,  it 
is  generally  one  spot  of  the  patch  which  is  more  particularly  affected,  the  rest 
of  the  ulcer  retaining  its  formor  granulating  or  flocculent  appearance.  At  thia 
stage  of  the  process  lymph  begins  to  be  deposited  on  the  extenial  surface  of 
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the  vat;  and  if  the  p«tieiit  laTriTea  the  perforetion  eight  or  ten  honrs,  tba 
lynipn  rounds  off  the  edges  of  tbe  bole,  aadgiveiit  that  punched- out  ap|)eanDCS 
BO  frequent];  obeerred.  The  oroeDtunt  may  adhere  opposite  the  incipieot  per* 
fontion,  and  alter  contraction  haa  concluded,  it  appears  as  if  it  had  been  foi'ced 
from  without  into  the  bole,  an  appearance  resulting  from  the  contracting 
a^ncj  of  the  granulations. 

Having  now  described  the  changes  which  the  patches  undei^  in  this  form 
of  disease,  I  have  to  point  out  the  peculiar  matter  upon  the  presence  of  which 
these  changes  appear  to  depend.  The  graj  matter  which  fills  the  vesicles  or 
the  spaces  which  they  occupy,  I  fiud  to  consist  of  that  univereal  element  of 
every  primitive  tisaue,  healthy  or  diBeased,  nucleated  cells.  These  cells  are 
from  2000  to  4000  of  an  inch  in  diameter.  They  do  not  in  general  exhibit  a 
nucleus  in  the  sense  in  which  that  term  is  generally  applied;  that  is,  the  indi- 
vidual cells  do  not  present  in  their  interior  smaller  cells  holdins  certain  rela- 
tion to  them.  These  cavities  appear  to  contain  a  number  of  granuleB,  four,  five, 
or  six,  Bfl  far  as  could  be  reckoned.  Whether  these  in  tbe  aggregate  are  to  be 
considered  as  a  nucleus  proceeding  towards  tbe  formation  of  a  number  of  young 
cells,  or  whether  tbe  appearance  is  to  be  considered  as  analagous  to  that 
irregular  form  of  nucleus  and  celt-contents  characteristic  of  certain  forms  of  tu- 
bercle, I  do  not  know.  This  matter,  of  whatevernature  it  may  be,  appears  first 
ID  the  vesicles  of  the  patches,  and  then  spreads  out  on  all  sides,  af\er  the  man- 
ner of  other  purely  cellular  structures,  tilt  the  whole  patch,  before  it  is  thrown 
off,  appears  to  be  principally  formed  of  it;  the  surface  of  the  mass,  however,  as 
has  been  stated,  and  certain  parts  of  its  interior,  consisting  of  tbe  somewhat 
altered  mucous  and  submucous  tissue. 

The  morbid  changes  which  tba  glandulte  aggre^tte  of  the  ileum  undergo 
during  continued  fover,  appear,  from  the  observations  I  have  just  detailed,  ta 
be  of  the  following  nature,  vii;.  the  development  of  cells  within  the  constituent 
Teatcles  of  tbe  patches  to  such  an  extent  as  at  last  to  burst  tbera,  or  cause  tbeir 
solution — the  continued  increase  in  the  number  of  tbe  cells,  proceeding  from  as 
manv  centres  as  there  are  vesicles  in  tbe  patch — the  conglomeration  of  the 
whole  into  one  mass  above  tbe  submucous  and  under  the  mucous  membrane — > 
the  distention  of  the  latter,  and  tbe  necessary  ulceration  and  sloughing  of  the 
mass  arising  from  this  circumstance. 

The  whole  mass,  as  detacbed  from  tbe  gut,  is  not  therefore  to  be  considered 
as  a  slough;  that  portion  only  which  consists  of  the  upper  halves  of  tbe  vesicles 
and  of  the  mucous  membrane,  being  dead,  tbe  greater  part  cousieting  of  the 
cellular  mass,  hein?  merely  detached  from  the  submucous  tissue,  and  consists  of 
those  nucleated  cells,  which,  at  first  confined  within  their  generative  vesicles, 
had  at  last  vegetated  so  much  as  to  break  their  natural  hounds,  and  to  become 
ime  mass  of  cells,  constantly  increasing  in  numbers,  except  below,  where  tbe 
separate  centres  from  which  tbey  originally  proceeded  are  indicated  by  the  pro- 
cesses and  little  pellets  which  are  situated  m  the  remains  of  the  vesicle  capsules. 

It  will  have  been  observed  that  1  liave  not  employed  the  term  "  ii^amma- 
tion"  in  tbe  course  of  the  description  I  have  just  given.  Whether  the  cbanf^s 
I  have  described  originate  in  inflammatory  action  or  not,  of  this  1  am  certam, 
that  the  ulceration  afid  pseudo-slougbing  is  an  immediate  effect  of  the  disten- 
tion from  the  submucous  vegetating  mass,  and  would  occur  whether  the  latter 
were  produced  by  inflammation  or  not. 

In  regard  to  the  history  of  this  department  of  the  morbid  anatomy  of  fever,  I 
may  state,  that  Dr.  Bright  has  given  very  beautiful  representMions  of  the 
sloughs  and  ulcers  in  his  Reporit  of  Medical  Catet.  Louis  and  Chomel  have 
referred  to  the  appearance  of  the  nutter  which  distends  tbe  glands,  and  com- 
pared the  process  to  the  tirt«rcu1ous.  Schonlein,  in  his  Geaer^  Fatkologjf,  has 
made  a  general  allusion  to  the  deposit,  and  to  the  changes  which  occur  in  the 
patches.!     Gruby,  in  a  work  on  the  Microtcopic  Charaeter  of  Morbid  Fro- 


dt.,Goo(^lc 


248  jSmerican  Medical  InteUigencer. 

dtKli,^  wu  the  first,  u  fkr  u  I  c«n  Imni,  who  figured  kod  described  the  cell* 
of  which  the  depoait  consists.  Finally,  itokitanahy^  hu  genemlized  the  sub- 
ject, aod  considered  the  matter  deposited  as  peculiai  to  typhoua  {em,  and  re- 
femble  to  the  sarae  category  as  cancer,  tubercle,  Slc 

My  own  observatioue  have  been  made  without  lefercBce  to  any  hypothMia 
as  to  [lie  pathology  of  fever. 

Amf.  IV.-CA8E  OP  SCIRRHOUS  PYLORUS. 


[In  the  followiDg  interestinff  case,  obecurity  arose  in  the  diairnoais  '»wiDf  to 
the  existence  of  a  bellows-sound  in  the  eplgaalric  region,  which,  at  one 
time,  suggested  the  idea  of  aneurism  of  the  abdominal  aorta.  The  disease  was 
GOOD,  however,  diagnosticated  to  be  scirrbus  of  tiie  stomacb,  which,  by  pre«aing 
on  the  aorta,  gave  occasion  to  tlje  sound  in  question. — En.] 

William  Burdett  was  admitted  into  the  Men's  Hed.  Ward  No.  8,  May  IQth, 
1841'.  lie  came  from  Nottinghamshire,  England,  and  was  landed  at  Philadel- 
phia, May  17th,  1941.  When  I  first  saw  him,  he  was  vomiting,  and  complained 
of  gnawing  and  shooting  pain  in  the  epigastric  region.  No  abdominal  teader- 
nesB.  No  cough,  nor  pain  in  the  chest.  No  cephalalgia.  ConntenaDce  not 
sallow,  but  highly  florid.  Breath  very  fetid.  Never  had  had  vomiting  before 
he  came  on  shtpboard;  and  his  appetite  was  good.  Was  attached  with  vo- 
miting immediately  afler  setting  a&il,  and  vomited  continually  daring  the  wbola 
passage.  Not  conscious  of  having  had  any  pain  in  the  epigastric  region  before 
nis  attack  at  sea. 

Weighed  at  the  time  be  lefl  England  thirteen  atone;  ie  now  very  mnch  en*a. 
ciated,  and  supposes  he  would  weigh  about  seventy-five  pounds.  Had  a  pas- 
sage over  of  about  Gfly-six  days.  By  applying  a  stethoscope  over  the  stomach, 
a  well  marked  brtiil  de  toufflel  was  heard,  but  no  purring  sound.  Vomited  bia 
food  imperfectly  digested  five  or  ten  minutes  atier  taking  it.  Diagiiotit — 
Scirrhui.  Treatment — Aqua  calcis,  and  milh  for  diet.  Bowels  opened  by  com- 
mon  injection.  May  30 — Much  the  same,  breath  not  bo  fetid.  The  lime  water 
and  milk  checked  his  vomiting  for  a  few  hours  only.  Complaias  of  disogiee- 
able  taste  in  bis  month. 

H.  Tinct.  Kreasot.  f.sss. 
Aquw  f.  g  iv.  ft.  collatOT. 

The  mouth  to  be  washed  with  it  several  times  daily. 

filsl. — Stomach  much  distended  with  wind.  Twenty  leeches  were  directed  to 
the  epigastrium.  R.  Tinct.  Menth,  pip.  f.  gj  dropped  on  sugar.  This  gave  him 
considerable  relief. 

aUd. — Complained  of  pain  shooting  through  the  leftside.  A  Borgundy  plaster 
was  applied  over  the  lefl  side,  as  a  placebo,  end  the  neutral  mixture  was  directed. 

33d. — Examined  by  Dr.  Pennock.  Diagnotu — ScirrhuH  of  the  stomach. 
Lime  water  and  milk  were  continued.  Injectionsof  essence  of  beef  were  added, 
and  also  that  he  should  use  as  much  as  he  could  by  the  mouth.  All  the  food  he 
swallowed  was  generally  rejected,  Small  quantities  of  Tinct.  opii  weie  added 
to  the  injection.    Wine  whey  was  given  him,  but  it  was  rejected. 

Died  on  the  SSth.  Twelve  hours  before  death  said  something  had  gtwn 
way  in  his  stomach. 

Aatopiy,  18  hour*  after  death  by  Dr.  Pennock.  Longs  normal.  HeaH  and 
bead  not  examined.  Liver  cirrhosed.  Spleen  nearly  natural.  IMealinM  not 
examined.  Kidneys  normal.  Stomach  almost  a  solid  acirchous  mass  from  the 
cardiac  to  the  pyloric  orifice.  Greater  curvature  not  as  thick  by  one  halTasthe 
smaller.    About  one-third  f>ora  the  pyloric  orifice  along  greater  curvature  there 

I  Otwcrvsiionea  Micro»copicB  auolore  D«v.  Gruby,  1840,  p.  it. 
■  aokitaukyv   Handbuch  der  Puhologischen  Anttomie,  bod  ii 
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wu  &n  Dicerated  opening,  u  Urge  u  &  quarter  of  a  dollar.  The  contents  of  the 
■toinach  which  bad  beeneSutedtbrough  this  openiogwere  found  in  the  abdomen. 
MenMuratioa, — Length  of  the  Btomach,  follo;^ing  the  currature,  three  incbea. 
ThickneM  of  coata  at  cardia,  along  greater  curvature,  quarter  of  an  inch. 
Middle  half  an  inch,  and  at  pylorus  three  quarters  of  att  inch.  Hie  stontacli 
would  contain  about  five  ounces.  When  remoTed  from  the  body,  it  collapsed 
Terr  little>  and  retained  perfectly  the  outline  and  form  of  one  which  waa  dia- 
teoded. 

E.  J.  Bk,  M.  D. 


A»T.  v.— HOPE'S  MIXTURE  AS  A  REMEDY  IN  DYSENTERY. 
Sussex  Co.  Virginia.    June  17, 18«3. 

Dr.  Dunglison, — Below,  I  send  you  my  experience  in  the  trestment  of 
typboid  dysenteryi  hoping  it  may  prove  of  service  'to  some  of  your  numerous 
subscribers. 

If  you  consider  it  worthy  of  the  space  it  will  occupy  in  your  valuable  Journal, 
you  will  oblige  a  subscriber  by  inserting  it.  Yours,  &c., 

Bmjamih  F.  Eppbs. 

This  disease  commenced  in  Norfolk,  Vs.,  some  time  last  summer,  and  was 
characterized  by  ell  the  symptoms  of  typhoid  dysenteiy,  usually  roct  with  in 
tbe  works  on  the  eubject;  it  had,  however,  other  peculiar  symptoms  which 
I  shall  give  below;  considering  them  to  be  characteristic  of  this  dieeaae,  as  I 
have  never  met  with  them  in  anr  other.  Tbe  most  prominent  of  these 
WBB  the  unusual  force  with  which  the  abdominal  aorta  pulsated;  in  one 
case,  it  was  stronif  enough  to  remove  cupping-glasses,  placed  on  by  the  ordi< 
nary  mode  of  suction,  and  I  had  to  use,  instead,  tumblers  exhaUBted  with  the 
flante.  The  skin  was  shrivelled  and  cold,  with  a  clammy  sweat  extending 
over  all  parts  of  the  body  excepting  the  abdomen,  which  was  very  hot  and  dry. 

Treatment.  When  I  first  saw  the  disease,  1  considered  it  easily  mansged  by 
tbe  remedies  laid  down  by  authors,  but,  alas!  how  soon  my  exalted  opinion  of 
the  remedies  for  treatment  was  set  at  nsught.  I  ftit  as  a  mariner  would  with- 
out his  compass,  although  he  had  his  chart.  I  had  not  yet  tried  the  above  re- 
medv.andonreferringto  the  fiist  volume  of  the  "  Medical  Examiner,"  I  found  it 

highly  extolled  by  Prof.  C.  D.  Meigs,  whose  opinion  I  was  taught  ■     

while  at  the  University,  of  Va,     But  I  will  allow  him  to  speak  for 


himself. 


speaking  of  a  carpenter,  (Miller  by  name),  he  says:  "  T  had  exhausted  all  of  my 
means  in  bis  case,  vis:  venesection,  calomel,  and  opium,  emulsions  of  oil,  ano- 
dyne encmata,  &c.;  and  after  many  days  of  intenee  suffering  he  was  still  tor. 
mented  with  tormina  and  tenesmus,  which  called  him  up  from  thirty  to  forty 
times  per  diem.  I  procured  the  acid  mixture;  he  took  eight  doses,  and  was 
well  thenceforth.  Since,  I  have  used  it  with  the  most  happy  results  in  nume- 
rous csaea  of  cholera,  ordinary  cholera  morbus,  diarrhcea,  dysentery,  and  cho- 
lera inftntam.  I  think  it  fully  deserving  of  all  the  commendations  bestowed  on 
it  by  Mr.  Hope,  and  1  earnestly  desire  that  the  readers  of  your  useful  work 
nay  make  a  fair  trial  of  it  in  the  dysenteries  which  now  prevail.  My  experi- 
lience  entirely  accords  with  that  of  Dr.  Meigs.  I  used  it  in  from  fortr  to  fifly 
cases,  and  had  the  satishction  to  lose  only  two  cases.  Demulcents  snould  he 
used  as  a  drink  and  diet.  1  append  the  formula  of  Mr.  Hope,  aa  it  may  be  ac- 
ceptable to  some  of  your  subeeriben. 

R.  Acidi  nitrici,  t^. 

Mist,  camphora,     f  ,^viij. 

Miace  et  adde 

Tr.  opii.  B*'"'- 

Dtne.  One.fbarth  part  tvery  three  or  fbar  bonra,  .  t 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Matiaohntett*  General  Hoipitai—Dr.  Beir$  Report 
of  the  M'Lean  Atylum.^ 
We  draw  attention  to  this  report  mainly  with  the  view  of  noticing'  the  sen- 
sible obwrvations  of  Dr.  Bell,  the  superinteadent  of  the  M'Lean  Asylum,  on 
the  numerical  osti mates  which  have  been  published  by  different  insane  aaflums, 
and  which  make  the  ratio  of  cases  greater  than  it  is  fonnd  to  be,  when  we  eiamine 
the  matter  without  any  bias.  On  this  subject  we  expressed  our  own  opinions  in  a 
former  number;  and  shall,  therefore,  cite  those  of  Dr.  Bell  without  farther 


"  There  are  but  few  circumstances  touching  the  history,  causes,  type  ot  re- 
sults of  the  cases  of  inaase  persons  which  are  capable  of  being  stated  numeri- 
cally. Of  these  few.  it  unfortunately  is  true,  that  their  importance  Is  almost 
too  insignificant  as  m&ttera  of  curiosity  or  of  science,  to  render  their  commu. 
nicatioQ  of  much  more  value  than  the  fashion  of  their  dress  or  the  aspect  of  the 
planets.  I  presume  that  the  ages  of  patients,  tlieir  civil  state  as  married, 
widowed  or  single,  the  colour  of  the  hair  and  eyes,  the  complexion  and  the 
lilte,  might  be  recorded  and  conveyed  with  a  tolerable  degree  of  exactness;  but 
beyond  this  any  thing  of  the  ordinary  tabular  statistics  requires  bo  many  expla- 
nations and  qualifications  on  account  of  their  complexity,  uncertainty  and 
changeablenesB,  as  to  deprive  them  entirely  of  the  character  to  which  they 
aeem  to  aspire. 

"  When  it  is  practicable  by  any  acuteness  of  sagacity  to  seize  upon,  and  by 
any  precision  of  language  to  express  in  signs  and  classify  in  columns  the  de- 
gree and  character  of  the  aifective  sentiments,  the  moral  qualities  and  the  in- 
telleclual  capacity  of  an  individual,  then  we  may  look  for  the  characteristics 
and  results  of  insane  hospitals  in  tables  of  scientific  accuracy. 

"  It  may  be  alleged  that  such  tables,  from  the  very  nature  of  the  subject,  pro- 
fess to  be  nothing  more  than  mere  approximations  to  exactitude.  The  ques- 
tion then  is,  whether  it  is  not  safer  and  better,  to  trust  to  general  statements  of 
ftcts  on  a  subject  of  this  kind,  than  to  attempt  to  coerce  loose  approximations 
and  conjectural  estimates  into  the  semblance  of  mathematical  data.  When  an 
institution  authorizes  the  general  statement  that  cases  of  insanity  of  not  many 
months'  duration  usually  recover,  it  appears  to  me  quite  as  valuable  a  fact  in  its 
relation  to  science  or  practice,  as  if  a  given  percentage  were  announced  Iroai 
approximative  date,  and  more  eo,  for  there  are  many  circumstances  which 
would  probably  render  the  lost  statement  inexact;  nay,  it  is  impossible  that  it 
can  really  have  the  accurate  character  to  which  it  pretends. 

"  I  have  ventured  the  opinion  that  very  few  and  trifling  facts  relating  to  in- 
sane hospitals  are  capable  of  numerical  expression  bon&  fide.  Even  the  pro- 
fefiion  or  vocation  of  potients  cannot  be  specifically  stated  in  a  vast  number  of  in- 
stances, without  going  into  the  whole  peraoaal  history  of  the  individual,  which 
of  course  could  not  be  expressed  in  a  table.  Hany,  perhaps  moat  insaiie  men, 
have  constitutionally  ill-balanced  minds,  and  have  been  restless,  Tscillating 
and  unsteady  in  their  pursuits.  Some  have  scarcely  followed  any  business  to 
a  degree  worthy  to  identi^  them  with  it  as  having  any  relations  to  disease, 
{and  in  this  view  only  is  the  research  worth  making),  while  others  have  run 
through  half  the  mechanical  arts  with  ^tout  e^juaf  claims  to  each  as  their 
calling. 

"  As  to  the  eoutes  of  disease  and  its  duration  before  admission,  I  mnsl  give 
my  testimony  that  receiving  patients  principally  from  the  better  educated  and 
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tnoBt  iDtelli^Dt  clueea  of  aocietj,  And  from  the  proximity  of  the  residence  of 
most  of  their  frieods  to  the  Asylum  beiaff  in  hucd  coastant  commDiiic&tion,  u 
enablee  ua  to  ascertain  aad  verify  antecedent  ftcta  to  the  highest  practical  ex- 
tent, there  is  not  one  case  in  ten  where  a  satiBfactory  or  adequate  single  caiue 
can  be  decided  upon  a«  certain,  and  I  suspect  that  in  a  majority  of  cases,  the 
first  impresBioDB  of  the  probable  causes  of  disease,  as  derived  from  friends,  will 
he  changed  on  s  more  mature  examination. 

'■  The  type  or  form  of  disease,  whether  mania,  melancholy,  dementia,  moral 
insanity,  or  any  other  noderstood  description  of  symptoms,  might  be  given  on 
any  one  day  with  considerable  fiactnesa.  But  how  the  same  case  running 
through  aeversl  forms  in  the  course  of  a  few  munths,  resting  perhaps  about  as 
long  in  mania  as  in  melancholia,  and  persdventure  closing  in  dementia,  can 
have  an  annual  character  applied  to  it,  and  be  classified  in  tables,  is  difficult  to 
be  understood.  Every  one  familiar  with  the  insane  knows  that  the  character  of 
the  disease  is  constantly  changing,  many  cases  for  years  having  no  form  bo  pre- 
vailing or  usual  as  to  justify  its  being  ranked  under  on*e  head  rather  than  another. 

"  Even  the  annual  return  of  dealht,  (and  the  small  ratio  of  mortality  is  a 
point  on  which  our  institutions  have  occasionally  manifested  considerable 
elation),  a  subject  which  one  would  suppose  capable  of  accurate,  unqualified 
expression  if  any  where,  will  vary  much,  not  only  as  affected  by  the  care  and 
skill  of  an  institution  or  its  heaUhiness  of  position  and  arrangements,  but  by 
the  views  which  may  he  entertained  of  the  eipediency  of  permitting  the 
sufferer  to  spend  the  last  weeks  or  days  of  expiring  life  among  tiindred  or 
without  removal.  The  ratio  then  of  mortality  will  express  nothing  beyond  a 
mere  contingent  circutnetance,  and  possess  the  slightest  value  as  a  lactin  science. 

■'  The  number  of  patients  eloped,  also  a  subject  of  etatieticBl  returns,  will  de- 
pend upon  the  exertion  and  expense  employed  in  regaining  the  fugitives,  for 
the  number  of'eloped'  is  based  not  on  the  frequency  of  escapes,  but  upon 
those  not  returned.  Perhaps  no  other  way  is  practicable,  if  any  expression  of 
eo  unimportant  a  fact  is  worth  making  at  all,  for  the  stages  of  elopement  be- 
twixt a  mere  losing  sight  of  a  patient  for  a  moment,  his  absence  for  a  week  or 
his  permanent  release  have  no  line  of  demarcation  upon  which  any  other  more 
constant  standard  can  be  founded. 

"  The  returns  much  improved  and  improved  are  obviously  mere  expressions 
of  opinion,  without  any  settled  standard  by  which  a  supposed  amelioration  can 
be  measured,  so  as  to  convey  any  precise  meaning  except  to  the  mind  which 
judges  and  decides  upon  the  given  case;  and  the  term  recovered,  apparently 
sufficiently  plain  and  intelligible,  is  far  from  conveying  an  exact  unquallSed 
idea.  Indeed,  it  is  far  from  an  easy  duty  to  make  out  a  list  of  those  who  form 
the  recovered.  The  degree  of  mental,  moral,  and  affective  soundness  is  widely 
various.  In  contrasting  the  results  of  one  institution  with  another,  or  with  a  dif- 
ferent period  of  the  same,  there  is  a  radical  uncertainty  from  the  rules  and  rights 
of  detenUon  or  dismission.  In  an  hospital  having  a  legal  power  of  detaining  the 
patient  until  in  the  directbr's  judgment  he  is  recovered,  those  who  have  passed 
over  four-fifllis  of  their  progress  towards  restoration,  will  not,  as  in  an  asylum 
under  different  regimen,  be  removed  by  impatient  or  presumptuous  friends  to 
add  to  the  number  of  'much  improved'  only.  In  such  a  case,  it  is  the  opinion, 
or  rather  the  will  of  friends,  that  determines  the  return  of  'recovered '  or 
'  much  improved.' 

"  As  a  matter  of  comparison  this  branch  of  statistics  is  still  mgre  likely  to 
lead  into  error.  This  was  adequately  shown  in  our  last  annual  report  of  this 
Asylum;  the  records  demonstrating  that  the  returns  of  'recovered,'  were  af- 
fected a  hundred  per  cent,  in  favour  of  late,  as  compared  with  early  years,  by 
the  establishment  of  a  rule  requiring  at  least  a  three-months'  residence  in  case 
recovery  were  not  sooner  obtained.  Any  Icfil  or  conventional  power  of  re- 
taining patients  until  the  event  was  fairly  and  fully  decided,  would  effect  still 
another  change  in  this  respect. 

"  Again,  if  a  case  of  Insanity  presumed  to  be  of  not  more  than  six  months' 
standing  is  called  recent  in  one  institution,  and  of  twelve  at  another,  th«  conw- 
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qaence  viU  be  that  at  the  £nt  tfae  ratio  of  cure*  of  recent  casei  wiS  be  eta»- 
tiallyi  and  of  old  cases  JmmeiiBely  greater  than  U  the  latter  under  identical 
facts!  So  if  (boBe  ilismiBted  from  an  institution  in  a  convalescent  state  arft 
entered  in  the  repater  of  one  institution  aa  '  much  improved,'  while  at  another, 
if  the;  are  board  of  as  sound  before  the  end  of  the  vear,  the^  swell  the  list  of 
cured,  it  is  manifest  that  the  same  &cts  make  a  widely  oppoeite  report. 

'•  The  two  great  points  in  relation  to  ■  recovered'  patients,  on  which  an  ap- 

iirosiraation  to  accuracy  would  be  peculiarly  desirable  both  for  popular  and  pro. 
Clonal  information,  are  the  degree  of  iotegril;  to  which  the  sufferer  arnvea 
in  his  intellectual  powers,  his  moral  sense  ana  hia  sflective  senUmenta,  and  the 
number  of  attacks  to  which  he  may  have  been  previously  subjected.  We  have 
never  attempted  to  go  fully  into  these  our  American  institutional  we  have  not 
only  not  essayed  to  tabularize  them,  but  have  not  oden  ventured  general  ez- 
preseions  of  opinion.  For  aught  which  bos  been  reported,  the  public  is  justified 
in  supposing  that  in  all  cases  '  recovered,'  a  state  of  original  integrity  ia  attained, 
while  melancholy  experience  too  strongly  demonstrates  (bat  this  is  far  from 
being  unifbrmly  the  casei  the  temper,  feelings  and  intellect  of  the  sufferer,  per- 
haps previously  ill-balanced  or  ill -regulated,  feel  the  inflaence  of  a  decided 
attach  of  disease  in  augmented  irregularity  and  eccentricity. 

"  The  register  too  of  any  institution  will  not  fail  to  present  many  instances 
of  '  recovery,'  which  have  '  recovered  '  before,  and  that  perhaps  repeatedly, 
cases  often  of  periodical  disease  arriving  at  a  certain  stage  of  soundness  per- 
haps complete,  but  not  permanent.  It  is  possible  that  a  single  case  of  cliis 
kind  might  constitute  several  recoveries  in  a  single  year!  Thra  would  readily 
happen  if  the  sufferer's  residence  were  eo  near  an  institution  that  he  could  b« 
removed  when  in  his  rational  stage  from  its  care,  and  be  replaced  when  a  pa- 
ro;ty8m  of  excitement  or  depression  supervened.     Every  Asylum  has  ita  pro* 

Sartion  of  these  frequent  coiners.  If  entered  anew  each  time  of  relapse,  and 
ischarged  as  '  recovered '  in  the  ratio  or  per  centagc  of  recoveries,  especially 
in  an  institution  discharging  not  more  than  fifty  or  a  hundred  patients  annually, 
the  effect  would  be  ludicrously  obvious. 

*' A  single  illustration  in  Uiia  matter  of  statistics  will  show  how  easy  it  is  'to 
keep  the  word  of  promise  to  the  ear,  but  break  it  to  the  sense.'  An  eminent 
English  naval  officer  in  bis  book  of  travels  in  the  United  States,  shows  his  esti- 
mate of  the  high  character  of  our  institutions  for  the  insane,  by  referring  to  tbe 
Statistics  of  one  where  the  ratio  of  recoveries  is  given  as  9l3  per  cent.  Thia 
statement  was  doubtless  literally  accurate.  Every  work  on  insanity  since  issued 
fVom  the  press  sbroad,  comes  to  us  repeating  this  fact  without  commenL  Will 
it  be  credited  that  this  ratio,  apparently  so  precise  and  minute  as  to  descend  to 
fractional  parts,  was  based  on  the  event  of  twenty-three  cases,  discharged  in 
one  year,  (recent  cases  too,  not  of  a  year's  but  of  six  months'  standing),  twenty- 
one  of  which  recovered!  Percenlagei  were  deduced  from  less  than  a  quarter 
of  a  hundred  units. 

"  I  make  these  explanations  in  order  that  tbe  few  returns  of  a  statistical 
similitude  which  I  have  presented  the  past  and  present  years,  may  pass  with 
the  profession  and  with  the  public  for  their  exact  scientific  worth.     Id  the  Erst 

fears  of  my  direction  here,  following  the  customary  plan  which  I  found  existing, 
made  the  attempt  with  as  much  care  and  candour  as  I  could  bring  to  my  aid, 
to  offer  some  more  extended  statements  than  have  been  since  tried,  and  even 
held  nut  the  promise  in  the  Report  for  1836,  to  give  a  general  return  of  the 
varied  circumstances  relating  to  the  cases  for  the  first  twenty  years  of  the  in- 
Btitution,  Alter  labouring  with  the  amplest  records  before  me  for  manv  weeks, 
the  project  was  abandoned,  as  neither  capable  of  an  accuracy  to  render  it  in- 
teresting to  the  community,  and  as  certainly  of  little  value  to  the  profession. 
In  truth,  I  was  apprehensive  that  conclusions  drawn  from  facts  bo  uncertain, 
would  partake  quite  as  much  of  error  as  of  truth.  Unfounded  opinions  are  of 
comparatively  little  permanent  mischief  in  medical  science,  when  presented 
merely  as  opinions;  published  with  a  numerical  aspect,  they  may  ufaUe  facta 
b«  of  infinite  injury. 
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Twenty-fiJlK  AnntMl  Rtpwt  of  tlu  JWotit'  Atylum,  near  Frtnlfford,  Pa.^ 

Tbie  report  eihibita,  that  (his  valuable  inEtitation  cantinnei  to  proceed  ueiic- 
cesvfullj  u  e?er  in  ita  courae  of  uaerulnesa.  Ninety-seTen  cuea  were  under 
CKre  during  the  jeu ;  of  tbeae,  thirtj-nioe  cues  were  admitted  within  the  year, 
and  the  aame  number  have  bean  dtecharged. 

"  or  the  eighteen  Asylums,"  says  [lie  Report  of  the  Physicians,  "eiclusive- 
Tor  the  insane,  in  actual  operation,  at  the  present  time,  in  ihe  Uniied  States, 
t  which  is  under  your  eupervision  was  eatablished  at  an  earlier  period  than 
any  other,  with  the  aingle  exception  of  the  one  at  WitUamiburg,  Virginia-  A 
quarter  of  a  century  baa  elapsed  since  the  Friends'  Asylum  was  opened  far  the 
reception  of  patieota.  During  that  period,  the  population  of  the  country,  and 
with  it,  the  number  of  the  insane,  has  been  greatly  augmented ;  that  revolution 
which  had  then  iuat  commenced,  in  the  management  of  those  who  are  suffering 
under  mental  alienation,  has  beeu  completed ;  the  law  of  true  kindness,  and 
correct  principlee  of  phyaical  or  moral  treatment,  have  superseded  the  employ, 
ment  oi  excessive  corporeal  reetraiut,  coercion  and  punishment ;  with  increased 
resources  by  the  means  of  which  to  prosecute  a  practical  benevolence,  that  true 
philanthropy  which  recognizes  every  fellow  being  as  a  brother  or  a  sister,  has 
(trough  t  into  existence  Dumeroua  institutions,  in  which  thA  poor,  aa  well  aa  the 
rich,  are  made  partakers  of  tha  comforts  of  hfe,  and  fumiahed  with  every  means 
which  may  contribute  to  the  restoration  of  health. 

"  In  the  improvements  of  Asylums  corresponding  with  tbie  general  pmgress, 
it  is  believed  that  the  one  under  your  care,  has,  in  a  good  measure,  kept  pace 
with  those  which  have  more  recently  been  established.  There  are  few  institu- 
tions of  the  kind,  in  which  the  facilities  for  an  enlightened  moral  treatment  are 
■uperior,  if  equal  to  thoae  of  the  Asylum  near  Frankford. 

"  The  garden,  park,  woods  and  helda  in  summer,  the  carpenter's  and  the 
basket  maker's  shop,  and  a  course  of  lectures  on  Chemistry  in  winter;  the 
library,  circular  rsil-road  and  horses  and  carriage,  at  all  seasons  of  the  year, 
afibrd  adequate  means  for  occupation,  recreation  and  amusement.  In  warm 
weather,  so  general  ia  the  resort  to  these,  that  during  tbe  past  aeaaon,  it  was 
not  an  unfrequeot  occurrence  for  twenly-live  of  the  thirty  men-patienta,  to  be 
entirely  away  from  the  Asylum  building,  distributed  in  the  fields,  at  the  library 
and  elsewhere.  Manual  employment  still  proves,  as  heretofore,  the  most  effec- 
tual of  the  ■  moral  means,'  for  the  promotion  of  a  cure  In  the  curable,  and  in 
making  those  more  comfortable  and  contented,  in  whom  the  diseaae  appears  to 
have  iMcome  permanently  eetablished.  But,  while  thia  pre-eminence  it  accorded 
to  useful  labour,  we  cannot  entirely  overtook  tbe  evident  utility  of  recreation 
and  innocent  amusement.  During  the  past  season,  a  patient  labouring  under 
the  agonizing  delusions  of  the  most  abject  melancholy,  was  admitted  mto  the 
Aaylum.  In  his  opinion  all  mankind  had  been  bronght  to  '  ruin  and  destruC' 
tion,'  by  the  acta  of  himself  alone.  To  him,  the  smoke  ascending  from  a 
chimney,  indicated  the  commencement  of  a  general  conflagration  of  the  uni- 
verse ;  a  conflagration  imposed  upon  all  created  tilings,  in  retribution  for  the 
sins  which  he  had  committed.  By  lon^  persuBsion,  ^e  was  induced  to  assist 
in  raking  leaves,  in  tbe  grove ;  but  to  his  mind  he  gathered  them  for  no  good 
purpose.    They  were  the  funeral  pile  upon  which  he  was  to  be  immolated. 

"The  first  smile  which  was  woo  from  this  unfortunate  patient,  appeared 
while  ho  was  playing  at  ball,  a  game  in  which  he  bad  been  induced  to  engage, 
after  repeated  and  prolonged  entreaty.  From  that  time,  his  progress  to  recove. 
ry  was  constant  and  unusually  rapid."    P.  21. 
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Proeeedtngi  q/*  the  Medical  ConventtoR  of  O&io.* 

It  is  onl;  of  late  Umt  w«  have  received  the  Proceedinge  of  tbe  Uedical  Coo- 
vention  of  ObiOi  wboae  meetings  are  like);  to  be  productive  of  much  edvaottte 
to  the  profcasion  of  the  West,  not  onl;  b;  reuoo  of  the  iDtereeling  pepen 
lhatarereadbeforeit,butof  tbe  good  fellowship  tbat  cannot  fail  to  be  eogendend 
between  the  members  of  tbe  protesaion.  The  highly  respectable  Dr.  Geo.  W. 
Boerstler,  of  Fairfield  counly,  presided :  and  Drs.  Ereider  and  Awl  were  ap- 
poioted  Secretaries. 

Besides  tbe  proceedings  of  the  Convention,  the  pantphlet  before  db  eontaiai 
sundry  interesting  papers  read  before  it:  vie.  Ist.  On  dieeaaes  induced  b;  mer- 
cury, by  Dr.  J.  P.  Harrison.  2.  Report  on  auscultation  and  percussion,  by  Da. 
Mendenhall,  R.  L.  Howard,  and  C.  D.  Brayton.  3.  Address  on  medical  edoca- 
tion,  by  Dr.  J.  P.  Harrison.  4.  Florula  Lancaatiiensis,  or  a  catalogue,  compris- 
ing nearly  all  the  flowering  and  filiform  plants,  growing  DatorBlty  within  tfat 
limits  of  Fairfield  county,  with  notes  of  such  as  are  medicinal,  by  Dr.  Btgelaar. 
5.  An  address  by  Dr.  Dawson  on  a  form  of  fever  which  prevailed  in  the  east- 
ern part  of  Green  county,  tie. 


Thiri  Book  of  Natural  Hutotf—OrnUlutogy.     By  Ruteh^tbtrger.* 

Tbe  third  book  of  Natural  History  is  worthy  of  being  placed  alcmgside  the 
first  and  the  second.  Of  tbosewebavealreadyspokeo;  andwemaynow.wepre- 
Bume,  congratulate  Dr.  Ruschenbei^r  and  the  publisher,  that  sufficient  encour- 
agement has  been  received  to  induce  theo  to  continue  this  interesting  and  in- 
structive series. 


Sqitarey'*  Agricultural  Chemittry.^ 

This  work  is  not  strictly  medical,  yet  it  it  on  a  d«partRMnt  of  science  of 
which  no  physician  can,  with  propriety,  be  ignorant.  Many  of  our  physicians, 
too,  are  compelled  to  be  practical  farmers,  and  to  them  Hr.  Squarey's  woA  will 
be  especially  usefbl.  It  is  concise,  clearly  expressed,  and  contains  a  vast  amoaot 
of  valuable  matter  in  a  very  smatl  compass,  and  at  such  a  price  that  no  oM 
can  plead  poverty  as  an  excuse  for  not  possessing  it. 

I  ProcKding*  of  tbe  HMlioa!  CoDventio 
Gtb,  and  7th  of  May,  1841 ;  with  Paper*  oi 
Hvo.  pp.  84,  Colnmtras,  1841. 

■  RDSchenberger's  Series;  Ornithology;  the  Hitural  Kiitoir  of  Birds:  Third 
BiMk  of  NiturklHiitoiT  ;  pTepiir«l  for  the  uoe  of  (chooii  and  colle^i,  by  W.  8.  W. 
Raicheiibernr,H.D.,  &a.  &Oqfrom  the  teiC  of  Milne  Edwards  ind  Acbille  CddHS, 
&e.,  &c.,  with  plates;  ISma.  pp.  125,  Philadelphia,  184S. 

>  A  popular  treatiM  on  A^ricDllaral  Chemialry,  iotended  fW  the  use  of  thr  piasli- 
etl  Tarmer ,  by  Charles  Sqitarey,  Chemiat :  13aM.  pp.  166,  Philadelphia,  VM% 
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Kane'*  Bxperimenit  on  KietteineA 

This  pftper  exhibita  the  results  of  cnrefLiI  and  accurate  obsemtion  on  a  sub- 
ject which  required  1,  ■eriea  of  well  conducted  experiments,  and  which  we  have 
long  desired  to  see  instituted.  Dr.  Kaoe  has  amply  exhibited,  that  he  was  fultjr 
competent  to  the  task,  and  has  carried  it  through  in  «  manner  which  will  do 
bim  credit  both  now  and  hereafter ;  for  hia  paper  cannot  fsil  to  he  cited  by  all 
who  may  hereafter  wish  to  be  considered  on  a  level  with  the  existing  state  of 
knowledge  on  the  interesting  and  important  department  of  our  science  of  which 
it  treats.    The  results  of  all  his  labours  are  summed  up  by  Dr.  Kane  as  fullowe : 

"  1.  That  the  Kiestcine  is  not  peculiar  to  pregnancy,  but  may  occur  when- 
ever the  lacteal  elements  are  secreted  withont  a.  free  diBcharge  at  the  mammc. 

U.  Thtt  though  sometimes  obscurely  developed,  and  occasionally  simulated 
by  other  pellicles,  it  is  generally  distinefijishaiile  from  all  olhers- 

S.  That  where  pregnancy  is  possihle,  the  eKbibition  of  a  clearl}[  de6ned 
kieAteinic  pellicle  is  one  of  the  least  equivocal  proofs  of  that  condition  ;  and 

4.  That  when  the  pellicle  is  not  formed  in  the  more  advanced  sta^s  of  sup- 
poeeA  pregnancy,  the  probabilities,  if  the  female  be  otherwise  hcaUhv,  are  aa 
20  to  1  (81  to  4>  that  the  progooaie  is  incorrect.''    P.  18. 


On  the  Relation*  of  the  U.  S.  Medieal  Corpt.^ 

This  ia  an  exceedingly  temperate  and  well  written  exposi  of  the  condition  of 
the  medical  officers  of  the  Navy,  whose  grievances  are  ably  ststed,  and,  we 
should  hope,  require  but  to  be  ststed  to  be  redressed.  The  pamphlet  cannot 
fvl  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  (he  subject.  The 
position  of  the  naval  medical  officer  when  he  first  appears  c)n  shiplx>Brd,  it  need 
scarcely  be  said,  is  very  different  from  that  of  a  youth  who  first  enters  the  service 
as  a  midshipman.  The  one  has  acquired  an  amount  of  essential  knowledge,  which 
enables  him  in  private  life  to  assume  a  station  not  inferior  to  any  one  ;  and  this 
fact  should  be  home  in  mind  in  the  regulations  of  the  naval  and  military  service  ; 
yet,  hitherto,  it  has  scarcely  been  heeded.  The  author  of  the  Exposition  is  evi. 
dentlj  one  of  those  educated  gentlemen,  and  his  statements  are  worthy  of  all 
attention. 


^eio  EngUmd  Quarterly  Journal,  No.  l.i 
The  first  namber  of  this  new  Periodical  impresses  os  favorably.  The  Editors 
are  gentlemen,  and  medical  scholars ;  and  they  are  supported  by  a  long  train  of 
able  co-laborers.  It  contains  papers  by  Drs.  Thomas  Gray,  jr.,  £.  Warren,  D. 
Humphreys  Stoier,  E.  Hale,  jr.,  J.  B.  8.  Jachaon  ;  Joseph  Sargent,  of  Worces- 
ter, Geo.  Hayward,  J.  Haaon  Warren,  and  Geo.  A.  Betbone  :  with  Reviews, 

1  Eipetimeots  on  Klesleine,  with  remarks  on  its  application  to  the  diignoiis  of 
pregnancy.  An  Insngursl  DiiserUlion  fnr  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  bv 
Eliiha  K.  Kane,  M.  P.,  of  Philadelphia.  FubliiheiT  by  the  reoommendation  of  tfat 
FacDlty  of  the  Uaivenily  of  Pcnnaylvania ;  tjvo,  pp.  36. 

■  An  Exposition  of  the  nnjDit  and  injarinoa  relations  of  Ibe  U.  8.  Naval  Medioal 
Corp*,  by  •  member ;  8vo.  pp.  9S,  Baltimore,  Iti43. 

3The  Nrw  England  Quarterly  Jaurnilnf  Medicine  and  Surgery.  Editors, Charles 
E.  Ware,  M.  D.,  Bamnel  Fsrkmsn,  M.  D.,  No.  I  July,  1849 )  pp.  (&6,  Boston,  1843. 
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Sorely  a  Joornal  bo  well  mipportetl,  and  npplied  with  ezcelleDt  mateiiak,  nn- 
der  the  guidance  of  able  editors,  cannot  fail  to  reoeire  every  enconngemeiit. 


M1SCELLAT4E0US  NOTICES. 


[Through  our  friend,  ProfesBor  J.  K.  Mitchell,  we  have  been  famred  with  the 
follomng  annoancement  of  the  forthcoming  publication  of  Liebig,  which  every 
loTerof  science  will  be  anzious  to  see.] 

Liehi^t  neu>  mtrk  on  Organic  Chemitlry  and  Phytictogy. — The  appear* 
ance  of  Ibia  work  is  looked  for  with  great  iclerest  by  the  medical  profeasion  in 
England,  but  ha*  been  delayed  in  consequence  of  new  experimenta  and  re. 
■earchea  in  which  the  author  has  been  engaged.  It  i*  nnderstood  by  letteia 
fVom  Profeseor  Gregory  of  Aberdeen,  who  baa  translated  the  work,  that  it  bad 
been  found  necessary  to  cancel  several  of  the  pages,  for  the  purpose  of  comct- 
ing  serious  errors,  and  of  incorporating  the  results  of  the  new  experimeoU. 
The  publication  of  tbis  work  under  the  supervision  of  Profeaoor  Webster,  of 
Harvard  college,  at  the  request  of  the  auUior,  will  be  completed  immediately  on 
the  reception  of  the  corrections  and  additions  from  Dr.  Liebig.  In  a  letter 
from  Professor  Gregory,  of  14th  May,  he  says,  ■'  In  my  opinion  this  woA  will 
mark  the  commenceraent  of  a  new  era  in  Physiology.  In  translating  it,  I  have 
experienced  the  highest  admiration  of  the  profound  sagacity  which  has  enabled 
Liebig  to  erect  so  very  beautiful  a  structure  on  the  foundation  of  &cts  which 
others  have  allowed  Co  remain  for  so  long  utterly  useless,  and  of  the  logical 
structure  and  extreme  cogency  of  his  arguments.  There  is  hardly  a  point  b  phy- 
siology accessible  to  chemistry  (1  mean,  of  course,  those  on  which  experimenta 
have  been  actually  made)  on  which  he  has  not,  by  the  mere  force  of  his  intel- 
lect, thrown  the  brightest  light.  In  short,  we  now  feel  that  physiology  has  en* 
tered  on  the  true  path,  and  the  results,  before  long,  will,  I  prophesy,  be  alto- 
gether astoniahing,"  The  work  is  to  appear  In  England,  under  the  editor, 
ship  of  Dr.  Gregory,  and  in  this  country,  under  that  of  Profhseor  Webster,  at 


CaitUtm  Maiiea  CoU^e.— The  Catalogue  for  the  Spring  Terra,  1842.cob- 
tains  the  names  of  seventy  students :  whereof  there  were,  from  Lower  Canada, 
8;  from  Massachusetts,  3;  fioxa  New  York,  29;  from  New  Hampshire,  1; 
trim  Pennsylvania,  2;  from  Vermont,  31^  and  fh>m  Wisconsin,  1. 

NeeroUigy.  We  notice,  in  the  foreign  and  domeatio  Journals,  tbe  deatba  irf 
several  distinguished  members  of  the  Prafeuion,  whoee  names  are  well  kaovn 
to  ell  our  readers.  For  example  :  of  Sir  CharleB  Bell,  the  eminent  physiologist 
andsu^on,  at  tbe  age  of  fi7;  of  Dr.  Yelloly,  who  was  at  one  time  in  great  emi- 
nence in  London,  and  subaequently  setlled  in  Norwich  ;  of  Hann,  of  Berlin  ; 
and  of  Pricke,  of  Hamburgh,  of  Dever^e,  of  Paris ;  of  Dr.  Blake,  tbe  author 
of  a  work  on  Delirium  Tremens  ;  and  of  Dr.  Oliver,  lately  professor  in  the 
Medical  College  of  Ohio,  and  the  author  of  a  work  on  physiology,  wtiich  is  \a 
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by  lyioglha  ooftiinan  oarolid  artery,  044  Boatoiij  New  Medical  Jou 
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